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The London-based World Association for Christian Communication invites 
applications from qualified persons for posts of Evaluation Officer and 
Studies Coordinator. Further details for the two posts, which are tenable in 
London, may be obtained from The General Secretary, WACC, 357 Kennington Lane, 
London SE11 5QY. Closing date: 31 January 1993. 
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EPS 93.01.01 
Ecumenical bodies express concern about war in Bosnia 


The situation in the former Yugoslavia, particularly in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
continued to preoccupy churches, church agencies and ecumenical organizations 
as 1992 drew to a close. 


A central fear expressed in a 27 December letter to United Nations Secretary 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali from the WCC and the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) was that outside military intervention, increasingly favoured 
in some quarters, would not end hostilities but cause them to spread to other 
Balkan states and beyond. WCC Acting General Secretary Todor Sabev and CEC 
General Secretary Jean Fischer called on the UN to intensify the search within 
the international community for a negotiated solution. Expressing shock at 
flagrant violations of international conventions by all sides in the conflict, 
they said they would support establishment of an international tribunal to 
investigate and take action against war crimes by all parties. 


On 17 December the WCC’s Programme Unit on Sharing and Service issued a second 
extension of its September 1991 appeal for aid for the former Yugoslavia. It 
asks ecumenical partners for US$500,000, mostly earmarked for food, hygienic 
articles and medicine. The WCC has invited representatives of funding agencies 
and church partners in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia to a meeting on 
relief to former Yugoslavia in Geneva on 12-13 January. 


During December representatives of international church and ecumenical 
organizations issued several statements and letters on the situation, made a 
number of visits to Croatia and Serbia and maintained contacts with UN, Red 
Cross and other international bodies involved in efforts to halt the fighting 
and relieve the suffering of the war’s many civilian victims. 


In a lengthy joint statement sent out on 14 December (EPS 93.01.22), WCC and 
CEC officials insisted that the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina is not "a 
confrontation between ‘Christendom’ and the ‘Islamic’ ummah (community)." The 
statement also rejected "the idea that enforcing separation or accentuating 
antagonisms" could solve the problems of "pluralist societies in periods of 
crisis and transition" and expressed the belief that "the links of co- 
existence between people of different communities could still be saved, 
provided a fair and equitable power-sharing is agreed upon". 


A four-day visit to Zagreb by an ecumenical team of five women (EPS 93.01.02) 
concluded that rape is being systematically used as "a weapon of war" in the 
conflict in the former Yugoslavia. While noting that in this as in any other 
conflict women are being raped by all sides, the team drew special attention 
to what they said was a systematic strategy by Serbians to rape Bosnian women, 
most of them Muslims, in order to demoralize Bosnian soldiers, intimidate 
Civilians (thus serving the goal of "ethnic cleansing") and to impregnate 
Bosnian women with "Serbian babies". 


Earlier, the bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church, meeting in extraordinary 
session in Belgrade in mid-December, issued a communiqué describing 
accusations of systematic rape by Serbians as "monstrous". They accused "some 
circles in Europe and the world" of making these charges in order to "satanize 
the Serbian people" and to provide an alibi for "violent military action 


against the Serbs". No such camps for women have ever existed, the statement 
asserted; and the attacks on women that are taking place "are things which 
happen in every war". Saying that they had heard "numerous confirmed 


testimonies of individual and group rapings and violent acts" against Serbian 
women, the bishops condemned "every violent act, regardless by whom and in 
whose name it was committed." ; 


“A three-person CEC delegation visited Belgrade during the bishops’ assembly 
and had a three-hour session with them. Fischer said the bishops were deeply 
concerned about the (then-forthcoming) 20 December election. Reiterating the 
criticism they had expressed in May 1992 of Serbian president Slobodan 
Milosevic (who won the election - fraudulently, according to his chief [over] 
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opponent, then-Prime Minister Milan Panic), they voiced concern that those 
opposed to political leaders "promoting atheistic views" were unable to form 
a united front. Civil war could break out in Serbia itself, they warned. 


At the same time, Fischer said, the bishops repeated their conviction that the 
international community, the media and the ecumenical fellowship are biased 
against the Serbs, do not differentiate among the various positions taken 
among the Serbs and are blind to an international conspiracy against Serbia, 
which they believe is encouraged by the Vatican and supported by several 
Islamic states seeking to establish Bosnia, Albania and Kosovo as Muslim 
states. The bishops voiced "wholehearted approval" of the September and 
November meetings in Switzerland in which Serbian Patriarch Pavle, Croatian 
Cardinal Franjo Kuharic and Bosnian Muslim leader Jakub Selimoski appealed for 
an immediate end to hostilities, equal access to humanitarian aid for all 
Sides and negotiations for a peaceful settlement (EPS 92.10.26, 12.05). 


Although most Croatian Christians are Roman Catholic and most Serbian 
Christians Orthodox, minority churches, particularly those whose composition 
is largely ethnic, are also suffering from the war, according to ecumenical 
representatives who have visited the former Yugoslavia in recent months. 
However, they have also been active in ecumenical efforts to relieve the 
suffering. The Lutheran World Federation now has two representatives in 
Croatia, one in Zagreb and one in Osijek, who are working ecumenically to 
assist refugees, send food to Bosnia-Herzegovina and repair houses, hospitals, 
schools and churches damaged in the war. World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
General Secretary Milan Opocensky, who visited Croatia in December, noted that 
the Reformed church in the former Yugoslavia has divided into two churches 
because of difficulties in communication between Voivodina and Croatia. 
Opocensky said there has been a sizeable exodus to Croatia from Reformed 
congregations in Voivodina. He added that Protestants in Croatia are concerned 
about privileges’ accorded to Roman Catholics ina draft Yaw on church-state 
relations currently being considered there. 


On the basis of the CEC visit to Serbia, Fischer underlined the growing 
tensions felt in the minority churches. There have been reports of harassment 
against Hungarian-speaking pastors in Voivodina, he said, and the Lutheran 
leadership is being depleted by the departure of Slovak-speaking members and 
pastors for Slovakia. Meanwhile, the growing number of Serbian refugees in 
Voivodina is aggravating the situation for the Hungarian minority, heightening 
fears of civil war, Fischer said. 


Participants in a WCC-sponsored consultation on "interreligious cooperation 
and peacemaking in the context of intercommunal tensions" (in Geneva 14-18 
December) devoted a good deal of their attention to the conflict in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, according to Tarek Mitri of the WCC’s Office on Inter-religious 
Relations. Christians and Muslims from nine countries, including two Bosnian 
Muslims, attended the meeting. 


In a letter addressed to the WCC, the participants appealed for "immediate 
humanitarian relief, assistance to refugees, especially medical help and 
counselling to women who are victims of rape". Noting that relations between 
Christians and Muslims are complex and "perhaps burdened by historical 
legacies", they said "painful historical memories" should be healed "for the 
sake of humanity and out of genuine spiritual concern". 


Muslim participants from Bosnia insisted that political leaders in the 
republic have "persistently affirmed" the unity of Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
"their willingness to agree on a system of equitable power-sharing" among 
Serbs, Croats and Bosnians living there. They have sought "to foster good 
relations between the various communities" and "do not aim to set up an 
Islamic state but a pluralist and secular one". Nevertheless, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina is now being subjected to "a merciless war of aggression" and the 
"policy of ‘ethnic cleansing’, seen from the standpoint of its victims, 
presents the main features of a genocide. The sheer survival of the Bosnian 
people is presently at stake," the letter concluded. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.02 
Ecumenical team to Croatia reports use of rape as "weapon of war" 


An ecumenical group of women who visited Croatia (14-18 December) said they 
were "absolutely convinced" by extensive conversations there that rape is 
systematically being used as "a weapon of war" in the conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia. 


In a 21 December briefing for journalists at the Ecumenical Centre, the Geneva 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches, members of the team urged an 
immediate and concerted international response to what they described as a 
"sophisticated strategy" of raping Bosnian women, most of them Muslims, which 
goes far beyond the incidence of rape which is often a "by-product" of war. 


The ecumenical team, which travelled to Zagreb, was one of several women’s 
groups to visit Croatia and Serbia in response to recent reports of the 
suffering of women in the former Yugoslavia. Its members included Geneviéve 
Camus-Jacques, general secretary of the French ecumenical aid organization 
CIMADE, Margot Kaessmann, a German pastor and member of the World Council of 
Churches Executive Committee, and WCC staff members Jeanne Becher, Brenda 
Fitzpatrick and Aruna Gnanadason. They met with refugees and representatives 
of women’s, church, human rights and other nongovernmental groups. 


In a statement issued early December, then-WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
denounced "these war crimes against women" and called for "freedom under 
conditions of security" for the women affected and "provision of humanitarian 
and medical aid to alleviate their suffering" (EPS 92.12.35). 


Rape and other violations of the human rights of noncombatants, especially 
women and children, are taking place on all sides in the present conflict, 
members of the team said. But they called for urgent international attention 
to and action on the use of "front-line rape" by Serbian forces to demoralize 
opposing soldiers, "third-party rape", which involves public intimidation of 
the civilian population and thus serves the goals of "ethnic cleansing", and 
repeated rape with the intent of impregnating women with "Serbian babies". 
There have been a few cases in which women have been released after multiple 
rape, they said; but often the women are being detained through the fifth 
month of pregnancy (after which abortion is illegal), and in some cases women 
have been killed after being repeatedly raped. 


Several organizations are compiling documentation of systematic mass rape for 
eventual use in war crimes tribunals, the team members said. Accounts of the 
number of victims vary widely, and some figures have clearly been exaggerated 
by distressed women, they added. But every aid worker they met confirmed the 
existence of the policy and of ample documentation that it is being carried 
out on a mass scale. 


The team noted that aid workers with whom they spoke say the international 
community has waited far too long to take the situation seriously; and they 
are now angered by repeated demands for "proof". They insist that there must 
be anonymity for these women and that they be protected from "second-level 
victimization" by journalists and other investigators from outside who want 
to oblige them to relive their own painful experience. Moreover, some of the 
women still have family members being held prisoner in the war zone. "The onus 
of ‘proof’ cannot continue to be placed on these women who have already 
suffered so much", Fitzpatrick said. 


The team disputed suggestions that the Muslim community will inevitably reject 
women who have been raped and children born as a result; but they underlined 
the particular difficulties created in these situations. 


In suggesting concrete ways for the international ecumenical community to 
respond to the situation, the team called for continued pressure on 
governments to provide refuge for those fleeing the conflict and to ensure 
that this refuge keeps families together and conveys a sense of acceptance. 
[over] 
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At the same time, they emphasized the urgent need for professional counselling 
and treatment for all victims of the policy of systematic rape. Several 
organizations in Croatia are already providing assistance, including mobile 
clinics and counselling centres, but financial resources and trained personnel 
are in short supply. Women’s groups now responding to an unprecedented crisis 
situation also need help in developing clear long-term programmes of 
counselling and assistance, team members noted. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.03 
WCC playing leading role of reconciliation in Guatemala 


The World Council of Churches has appointed a representative to participate 
in the International Group to Accompany the Repatriation (Grupo Internacional 
de Acompafamiento a la Repatriacién - GRICAR) in the Central American nation 
of Guatemala. Philip Anderson, a Lutheran pastor from the United States who 
has had many years of experience in Central America, has agreed to serve as 
the WCC designate on GRICAR for an initial six-month period. He began work 

1 December last year. 


Guatemala has suffered one of the longest continuing civil conflicts in the 
world, with ceaseless internal warfare and violent repression since 1954. It 
is estimated that some 300 000 civilians have died violently; over 100 000 
refugees fled to Mexico and over 250 000 others have arrived in the United 
States where most remain without legal status ina "refugee-like situation". 


Recent negotiations between the government and the United National 
Revolutionary Movement have brought hope for an eventual end to military 
conflict and repression. Many of the refugees in Mexico are seeking an 
eventual return to their homeland through the Permanent Commission of 
Guatemalan Refugees in the South of Mexico (CCPP). 


The Permanent Commission recently reached a number of agreements with the 
Guatemalan government to permit a repatriation effort, even though a lasting 
peace is far from assured, particularly in the rural areas from which many of 
the refugees were forced to flee. Despite the unresolved conflicts, the 
refugees are determined to return, and churches in Guatemala and in the region 
are committed to supporting the determination of the refugees to go home, and 
to try to assure a safe repatriation and a secure reintegration. 


The Permanent Commission and CIDEG, the Council of Evangelical Churches of 
Guatemala, requested the international ecumenical community to play an active 
role in ensuring that the return and reintegration of the Guatemalan refugees 
from Mexico is conducted with dignity and in security. The WCC was asked to 
be part of the GRICAR, an initiative convened by the Swedish embassy in 
Guatemala and composed of the Canadian, French, Mexican and Swedish 
delegations in Guatemala. A representative of the International Council of 
Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) is also a member of GRICAR. 


The Latin American Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, the 
(US) National Council of Churches as well as the Canadian Council of Churches 
welcomed the initiative and asked the WCC to recruit an appropriate person who 


would serve in Guatemala as the church-related representative on the GRICAR. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.01.04 
Switzerland: Christians, Muslims, discuss religion, law and society 


A World Council of Churches-sponsored Christian-Muslim colloquium on 
"Religion, Law and Society" was held in Geneva (9-13 December) and brought 
together 15 Christian and Muslim participants from Asia, Africa, Europe and 
North America. A general paper on various approaches to the question of 
religion, law and society was followed by a number of papers on Sharia 
(Islamic law) in the modern world. Participants discussed secularism, 
religious pluralism and concrete situations in which questions of law involved 
Christians and Muslims in different parts of the world. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.05 
UN declares 1993 year of indigenous peoples, WCC hails decision 


The World Council of Churches has congratulated the General Assembly of the 
United Nations for its resolution 46/128, declaring the year 1993 as the 
International Year for the World’s Indigenous Peoples (see related item EPS 
92.01.06). 


The letter, which was sent on the Forty-fourth anniversary of the proclamation 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, said: "The World Council of 
Churches has been historically committed to the indigenous peoples’ struggles 
for international recognition of their sovereignties, self-determination, 
traditional religious practices and land rights. International ecumenical 
delegations have visited lands and indigenous’ communities among the 
Aboriginals in Australia, the Maori in Aotearoa/New Zealand, Xocoro in Brazil, 

and in many other places throughout this past decade. 


"Out of these critical experiences and programmatic involvement with the 
indigenous peoples, the World Council of Churches called, at its Seventh 
Assembly, in 1991, for churches, governments and international bodies to 
actively seek the goal of justice through sovereignty and self-determination 
of indigenous peoples, to oppose the exploitation of indigenous peoples’ lands 
and mineral resources, and to protect the freedom of indigenous peoples to 
practice their traditional religions." 


The message concluded: "The World Council of Churches reaffirms its continuous 
and firm support to the struggles and rights of the indigenous peoples 
throughout the world. The World Council of Churches assures its continuous 
Support to the United Nations as it gives high priority to the goals of the 
International Year of the World’s Indigenous Peoples on the agenda of the 
United Nations in 1993 and beyond". [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.06 
Australia: ecumenical body welcomes UN declaration on indigenous 


The Australian Council of Churches has welcomed the decision of the United 
Nation’s General Assembly to declare 1993 as the International Year for the 
Indigenous Peoples (see related item EPS 93.01.05 in this issue). A statement 
issued (9 December) by the ecumenical body’s executive committee said 
colonisation has meant suffering for indigenous people in many lands and that 
in Australia that suffering was great and endures even now. 


The statement added: "Consequences of the terra nullius doctrine [the idea 
that Australia was land belonging to nobody at the time of the Europeans’ 
arrival] continue to be felt, notwithstanding the High Court decision 
overturning this legal fiction. Many problems and underlying issues 
highlighted by the Royal Commission on Black Deaths in Custody have yet to be 
addressed. Racism, as we have been reminded in recent months, still stalks our 
land. The hurt remains." 


The ecumenical body also expressed pleasure at the affirmation of the new 
Australian parliament’s desire "... to promote reconciliation with Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander citizens providing recognition of their special 
place in the Commonwealth of Australia". 


"We look to the recently established Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation to 
enhance the process of reconciliation and the due recognition of Aboriginal 


rights and entitlements", the statement added. 
The statement further said the theme of the international year - "Indigenous 
Peoples - A New Partnership" - has direct implications for Australia’s 


churches, a community of Christian faith which embraces indigenous people and 
descendants of colonisers as well as more recent arrivals in the country. 
"Together we will pray for the healing of our land. Together we will seek a 
deeper understanding of the unique place within it of the Aboriginal and 
Islander people", the statement concluded. Just before the WCC seventh 
assembly (in Canberra, 7-20 February, 1991), ecumenical teams which visited 
Aboriginal communities reported that racism against Aborigines is "not just 
horrific but genocidal". The teams described Aborigines as a _ people 
"demoralized by exclusion and the lack of participation in decision-making 
processes in virtually every area that determines their lives" (EPS 91.02.33). 
[EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.07 
Church leaders to meet on Armenian-Azerbaijan conflict 


The leader of the Transcaucasian Muslims and the head of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church (Etchmiadzin) have agreed to a meeting early this year as a 
contribution to efforts to bring peace after nearly five years of conflict 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabagh. 
Sheikh-ul-Islam Pascha-Zadeh and Catholicos-Patriarch Vasken I will meet under 
the auspices of the World Council of Churches in collaboration with the 
Conference of European Churches. 


Most of the population of Nagorno-Karabagh is Armenian; but in the 1920s 
Soviet authorities placed the region under Azerbaijani administration as an 
"autonomous region". The general secretaries of the WCC and CEC called in 
November for a peaceful settlement of the dispute, respecting "the legitimate 
rights of all peoples concerned". 


The invitations to the two religious leaders were extended by a delegation of 
three WCC and CEC staff persons who visited the two countries 27 November to 
9 December. Representing the WCC were Elizabeth Salter and Dwain Epps of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs; representing CEC was 
study secretary Hermann Goltz. The visit, the first by the ecumenical bodies 
to predominantly Muslim Azerbaijan, was recommended by a WCC team which 
visited Armenia in June 1991. 


Besides Sheikh-ul-Islam, the team met Jewish and Russian Orthodox religious 
leaders and governmental and nongovernmental, political and diplomatic figures 
in the Azerbaijani capital Baku. They also travelled to Yevla district, near 
the border of Nagorno-Karabagh, where they visited Muslim leaders and 
refugees. 


In Armenia, in addition to the catholicos-patriarch, the delegation had 
conversations with Archbishop Nerses Bozabalian, a member of the WCC Central 
Committee, with government officials including President Levon Ter-Petrossian 
and with wounded soldiers and refugees. The military situation prevented their 
entering Nagorno-Karabagh itself from either the Azerbaijani or Armenian side. 


The ecumenical team expressed particular concern about the plight of refugees 
in both countries. Many of the refugees on the Azerbaijani side have arrived 
since May, as the military balance in Nagorno-Karabagh has turned in the 
Armenians’ favour. Their situation has been aggravated by the withdrawal of 
US humanitarian aid, the delegation said. 


The delegation described the economic situation in both countries as critical. 
They noted rising homelessness, shortages of medicine and infant formula and 
limited availability of food in Azerbaijan. In Armenia, they said, the 
presence of some 300 000 refugees has further burdened an economy seeking to 
recover from the December 1988 earthquake and cut off from its main supply 
routes under a strict economic embargo from Azerbaijan. The team will prepare 
a full report and recommendations for follow-up this month. 


EPS 93.01.08 
Lesotho: thirteen killed, eighteen injured as lightning strikes church 


Thirteen people were killed and 18 others injured (8 November) when lightning 
struck a church building during a Sunday service in the Lesotho town of 
Matheneng, according to an item appearing in Likereke Ntlafatsong, a 
publication of the Christian Council of Lesotho. 


The report said the head of the New Church of God, Bishop Sebolai Sebonyane, 
attributed the tragedy to a witch who had been seen on the church premises 
shortly before lightning struck. The report said the witch had earlier uttered 
"something menacing" to one of the worshippers, and disappeared. Shortly 
afterwards, it started raining. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.09 
Church leader urges moral crusade against homelessness in Britain 


A moral crusade to rid society of the evil of homelessness - estimated to 
affect up to three million people in Britain - has been called for by 
Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey. 


Preaching in Westminster Abbey at an ecumenical service organized by the 
Churches’ National Housing Coalition (30 November), the day before its lobby 
of parliament, Carey said that the scandal of homelessness and bad housing 
conditions was not simply a matter of poor living conditions. "In God’s 
eyes, the scandal is that human solidarity has broken down", he said, "that 
we have turned away from the vision of building a community in which God’s 
gifts are available to those in greatest need." 


People really ought not to be surprised that the churches were so involved in 


the issues surrounding housing and homelessness, he said. “ht is) -not),6oa"s 
will that in a country like Britain hundreds of thousands of people should 
still be denied access to a decent home", he continued. "The fact that we 


live with this situation so easily suggests that we have grown dull." 


Noting that in a good family there was a sense of values held in common and 
a desire to meet each other’s needs, Carey said: "In our society today, I 
believe we desperately need this sense of community. We seem to have lost 
a strong sense of being members one of another, of sharing a common purpose 
and participating in a common enterprise." 


Carey quoted a member of the government with whom he had discussed the problem 
remarking that, though housing was a serious human need, it did not get the 
attention that other social issues attracted. "We agreed that the 
explanation may have something to do with the fact that the homeless, and 
those in very bad housing, often have no voice because they are, or they are 


made to feel, refugees or exiles in their own land", he went on. "They are 
often traumatized by the experience of somehow having failed. From defeat, 
they cannot rise to fight yet more battles for themselves. They look to 


others to defend them." 


Stating that it is God’s will that all should have proper shelter, Carey said: 
"Our job, along with others, is to make people aware of the acute needs of 
those who are roofless or whose accommodation cannot be described as proper 
shelter. Our task is to encourage central and local government to ensure 
that decent, affordable housing is available for all. What is needed is 
nothing less than a moral crusade to rid society of the evil of homelessness." 


Shelter, the national housing charity, estimates that up to three million 
people in Britain are either literally homeless or in need of a home of their 
own: last year very nearly 150 O00 households (nearly 500 OOO people) were 
accepted as homeless by local councils, while Shelter estimates that around 
8000 people in England (between 2000 and 3000 of them in London) are actually 
living on the street. 


Among other things the Churches’ National Housing Coalition is calling for 
100 000 affordable new homes to be provided each year to meet rural and urban 
housing needs, both by building new housing and by bringing empty property 
into use. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.10 
Pakistan: church, school buildings attacked by Muslims 


Thousands of rioting Muslims attacked a Roman Catholic church and high school 
(8 December) in Karachi/Pakistan, according to a report from the US-based News 
Network International. The rioters also beat up the elderly parish priest and 
heavily damaged the 70-year-old buildings and their contents. The NNI report 
said a massive, frenzied crowd of about 6000 men, led by fundamentalist Muslim 
mullahs, claimed that the historic compound of the Sacred Heart Church and 
high school in the city’s sea-front Keamari district housed a Hindu temple. 
The building, however, features a prominent cross on its roof. The Pakistan 
attack came two days after Hindu extremists demolished the ancient Babri 
mosque in Ayodhya, in northern India, which sparked riots across Pakistan and 
other Islamic countries. [EPS] 
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EPSV'93.015i1 
Australia: women Anglican priests ordained (stephen webb’) 


The Anglican Archbishop of Adelaide, Ian George, on 5 December ordained five 
women as priests. The women, ordained with four men, were the first to be 
ordained as priests since the church’s General Synod in November voted, by a 
narrow margin, to allow women priests. 


Other dioceses’ synods have been meeting to adopt the General Synod 
legislation and hasten the ordination of their own female candidates. 
Including women ordained in other countries and ten women who were ordained 
in Perth without waiting for the General Synod decision there were nearly 100 
women priests in Australia by the end of 1992. 


The closeness of the 21 November General Synod vote (gaining by only two votes 
the required two-thirds majority in the house of clergy) has been reflected 
in demonstrations of protest in several dioceses since then. 


Opponents to the ordination of women in Tasmania walked out when their synod 
voted to adopt the women’s ordination legislation. Over 50 per cent of the 
clerical members of Ballarat synod have written to their bishop proclaiming 
the Anglican Church of Australia had abandoned its claim to be a true and 
authentic part of the Catholic Church and that they wished to dissociate 
themselves from the national church. They rejected as invalid all sacramental 
acts celebrated by the bishops of dioceses who proceeded with the ordination 
of women as priests, and said they "will not accept the successor of our 
present bishop if he is consecrated by the Metropolitan or any bishop who has 
purported to ordain women to the priesthood". 


The Metropolitan for that diocese is the Australian Primate and Archbishop of 
Melbourne, Keith Rayner, who was to ordain 33 women in December. In November 
Archbishop Rayner reiterated his opinion that "This church would be in a grave 
position if the General Synod were unable to provide a way for individual 
dioceses to decide this matter for themselves." 


In July, in response to legal moves to prevent the ordination of women as 
priests in the diocese of Canberra and Goulburn, the New South Wales Court of 
Appeal judged that civil courts would not intervene to prevent dioceses 
ordaining women if their synods had legislated on the subject. Rayner told the 
November meeting of General Synod, “We must allow for conscience by allowing 
those who are ready to proceed to ordain women to the priesthood, while 
enabling those of the opposite mind to maintain the status quo." 


After the General Synod passed the contentious canon, repealing any church law 
inherited from the Church of England preventing dioceses from ordaining women, 
Archbishop Rayner called on the whole church to act in unity of purpose and 
on all members to remain in the church and play their full part in its life. 


He said, "There will be a period of working through a new situation and there 
will be some anomalies for a period. I believe that with patience and 
goodwill these can be overcome in time. I want to assure those members of 
the church who are opposed to the ordination of women to the priesthood that 
they still have their full place in the life of the church. The bishops have 
made it clear that they will respect the conscientious convictions of all 
members of the church." 


Bishop Bruce Wilson of the Diocese of Bathurst, whose synod adopted the 
General Synod legislation on 29 November, said "Whether we are for or against 
the ordination of women we must not allow this issue to destroy our fellowship 
and loving respect for each other as fellow Christians." [EPS] 


(‘Stephen Webb is an Australian-based freelance writer) 


EPS 93.01.12 
Finland: ecumenical body celebrates 75 years of existence 


The Finnish Ecumenical Council recently celebrated 75 year of existence, says 
a report from News from the Church of Finland. The report added that the 
committee which eventually evolved into the present Council, was founded in 
1917. Serving as an official link between the country’s churches and other 
Christian organizations, the council has a membership of 10 churches. Twelve 
other churches and ecumenical bodies enjoy observer status. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.13 
Caritas Europe criticizes draft law on immigration 


At its meeting in London (10-12 December) the Caritas Europe working group on 
migration, linking Europe’s Roman Catholic aid agencies, condemned a European 
Community draft resolution on immigration scheduled to be discussed at the 
Edinburgh summit later that month. "In its present form it represents another 
attack on the human rights of asylum seekers and a steady dilution of Europe’s 
commitment to the 1951 UN Convention on the Status of Refugees", said the 
group. 


In particular, it singled out the resolution’s assertion that "those who fear 
violations of their human rights should if possible remain in their own 
countries and seek protection or redress from their own authorities or under 
regional human rights instruments". This, said the Caritas group, "ignores 
the fact that, in most countries where human rights abuses are prevalent, 
legislation is weak and security forces are known to have very little regard 
for civilized standards". 


Another assertion to which the group took exception was that "intercontinental 


movements are seldom necessary for protection reasons alone". This, said the 
group, was "an entirely new concept in asylum protection" and implied that 
non-Europeans should no longer expect to find refuge in Europe. It also 


meant that the greatest burden of protecting refugees would be left to the 
poorer countries. 


The group also objected to the insistence that refugees were entitled to 


asylum only in the first "safe" country they reached. "This doctrine will 
often prevent refugees from reaching a country where they will be able to 
support themselves", it said. "Often these ‘safe’ countries do not have 


adequate determining procedures in place." 


The major themes of the Caritas working group’s three-day meeting were the 
question of Europe’s gypsies, the questions raised by illegal immigration, and 
how best to tackle the xenophobia increasingly to be found throughout Europe. 


At a reception for the group on 10 December, Bishop Kevin O’Connor, auxiliary 
of Liverpool and chairman of the English and Welsh Catholic bishops’ committee 
for migrants, pointed out that for the last few years the question of refugees 
and asylum had been on the agenda at every meeting of the bishops’ conference. 


Hermann Uihlein, head of German Caritas’ department for aid to refugees and 
emigrants, emphasized the necessity of Europe’s Catholic organizations working 
together like a family to confront the restrictive policies being put forward 
by politicians. [EPS] 


EPS,.93..01,¢14 
USA: WCC, NCC establish endowment fund 


The (US) National Council of Churches and the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches announced (11 November) that the two ecumenical bodies will seek 10 
million US dollars to support their work in Christian unity. An endowment fund 
will honour Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South 
America, said a press release from the NCC. The announcement was made during 
the annual meeting of the general board of the NCC, held in Cleveland, Ohio 
(11-13 November). 


A message from Archbishop Iakovos to the board acknowledgéd "numerous problems 
which confront Christianity these days and which should give impetus to the 
member denominations to orient themselves with the demands of Christ and his 
Gospel not just the demands of the secular world". 


Noting that "the ecumenical movement, at home and abroad, was always watchful 
so that it would never identify with a compromise of the faith as it was 
received from the past", the Archbishop confirmed that "true Christian unity, 
the goal of ecumenism, must be a unity in God". The endowment is the first 
major effort in a joint programme of the WCC and the NCC known as the 
Ecumenical Development Initiative (EDI). Archbishop Iakovos is a former staff 
member of the WCC and later was one of its presidents. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.15 
South Africa: churches condemn killings of whites 


Churches in South Africa have strongly condemned the killings late last year 
of five white South Africans in the eastern Cape Province. The South African 
Council of Churches expressed "revulsion at the continuing slaughter of 
innocents in our society" and said anyone engaged in "such acts of terror 
stands against the movement toward a truly democratic South Africa." 


The Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference said the attacks were 
examples of "the senseless violence that continues to ravage South Africa." 


On 28 November, heavily armed gunmen opened fire on a dinner party at ‘King 
William’s Town Golf Club, killing four. On 3 December one person died when a 
bomb exploded in a restaurant in Queenstown, another small town in Eastern 
Cape. 


A man describing himself as a commander in the Azanian People’s Liberation 
Army (APLA), the military wing of the Pan African Congress (PAC) movement, 
Claimed responsibility for both attacks, adding that APLA will continue to 
target whites. 


Random attacks on whites have been extremely rare in South Africa - in 
contrast to the frequent attacks on trains, taxis and homes that have claimed 
thousands of black lives in the last few years. 


The Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference (SACBC) said new threats of 
violence from APLA and of revenge attacks from white right-wing extremist 
groups were "all the more deplorable as they come at a time when the 
resumption of negotiations appears near at hand". They expressed "deep 
concern" over PAC’s refusal to accept or deny responsibility for APLA’s 
actions as "no military structure should be allowed to operate independently 
of "political control.” The PAC should "investigate whether in fact the 
attacks were committed by APLA or not," said the SACBC. The South African 
Council of Churches said the PAC’s refusal to denounce the killings was "to 
condemn our people to continued violence and continued oppression" and to 
"sink to the despicable methods" used by the forces advocating apartheid. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.01.16 
Britain: church leader fears ex-Yugoslav conflict may spread 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Basil Hume of Westminster issued a call (5 December) 
to western governments and to the United Nations "to see what can be done 
urgently to stop the conflict [in former Yugoslavia] spreading to Macedonia 
and Kosovo". The archbishop, who was addressing a conference organized by the 
Social and Pastoral Action, the archdiocesan agency he set up.in 1982, noted 
that the international community had taken the line that greater intervention 
by outside states in Bosnia would not end the suffering and could easily 
worsen and prolong it. "But what the world seems to be faced with now is the 
prospect of the conflict spreading to Kosovo and to Macedonia, and a real 
likelihood of neighbouring states being dragged into a larger Balkan war". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.01.17 
USA: churches bid to rekindle government interest in Africa 


The Africa office of two mainline US denominations - the Christian Church 
[Disciples of Christ] and the United Church of Christ - sent a memo (7 
December) to President-elect Bill Clinton, hoping to rekindle White House 
interest in foreign policy related to the African continent, said a report 
from the US-based Disciples News Service. "We are greatly pained by the 
current trends of drift and neglect in US policy towards Africa", said a 


document issued by the Joint Ministry in Africa Office of the two churches. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.18 
USA: homosexuality tests unity of ecumenical body (rracy Early") 


Homosexuality continues to test the unity of the US National Council of 
Churches (NCC), and particularly its relations with its Orthodox members. 


Acting on the second day of its 11-13 November annual meeting in Cleveland, 
Ohio/USA, the general board decided by a 90-81 vote that it would stay in 
communication with the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches 
(UFMCC), a denomination oriented to homosexuals, but not give it observer 
status. Representatives of three delegations - United Church of Christ, 
United Methodist Church and Swedenborgian Church - announced formal dissents 
from the decision. 


NCC President Syngman Rhee, a Presbyterian executive, said the issue brought 
"agony", but "we have come out with a stronger sense of unity". 


Nancy Wilson, a minister and ecumenical officer of the UFMCC, said it 
requested observer status because "homophobia of the Protestant and Orthodox 
churches in the NCC" made membership impossible. Membership was requested 
in 1981, and in a similar atmosphere of crisis the NCC voted in 1983 to 
"postpone indefinitely" any decision, but to continue dialogue. 


Helen Hamilton, a Presbyterian laywoman who chaired the membership committee, 
said it recommended "no action" on the observer request because "our 
ecumenical community is fragile" and approval would threaten "the very 
‘existence of our 40-year ecumenical partnership". 


J. Martin Bailey, a United Church of Christ minister who is NCC communications 
officer, said an informal poll found granting the observer status could cost 
the NCC 12 of its 32 members: the Korean Presbyterian Church and two 
unspecified black denominations, as well as the nine Orthodox communions. 


Leonid Kishkovsky, a priest of the (Russian-background) Orthodox Church in 
America and immediate past president of the NCC, disputed the "homophobia" 
charge. Orthodox churches hold on biblical and moral grounds that homosexual 
behaviour is sinful, but oppose "attitudes or actions that are hateful or 
violent towards homosexuals", he said. 


After the vote, UFMCC members and representatives of homosexual caucuses from 
other denominations conducted a demonstration in which they waved banners, 
sang the anthem of their movement, "Singing for our Lives", and took over the 
microphones to make statements about their experience with the churches. 


Milton Efthimiou, a Greek Orthodox priest who is ecumenical officer for the 
Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), said he 
listened to the demonstrators, despite discomfort at the way they singled out 
the Orthodox, and became more convinced that the Orthodox took the right 
position. "They were looking for approval of their lifestyle", he said. 


Holding one session at the Cleveland Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Sts 
Constantine and Helen, the NCC launched an effort to raise a US$ 10 million 
endowment named for Greek Archbishop Iakovos, to support Faith and Order work. 


A national programme of urban ministry, developed in response to the riots in 
Los Angeles last spring, was approved. Under the plan, the NCC is to set up 
a small secretariat that will coordinate efforts of the churches and promote 
increased government attention to needs of the urban poor. In resolutions, the 
NCC advocated sanctions against Myanmar (Burma), increased support of United 
Nations efforts in the former Yugoslavia, more favourable treatment of 
Haitians seeking asylum in the United States and self-determination for the 
indigenous people of Hawaii. [EPS] 

(Tracy Early is a New York-based freelance writer) 


EPS 93.01.19 
Hungary: ecumenical body’s assembly meets, elects new leadership 


The national assembly of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary met (15 
December) and elected Lutheran bishop Béla Harmati as its new president, and 
Methodist superintendent Frigyes Hecker as vice president. The meeting also 
elected general secretary Zoltan Bona as chief editor of the ecumenical body’s 
publication, Theologiai Szemle. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.20 
US Conference of the WCC holds annual meeting, unity discussed 


The US Conference of the World Council of Churches held its annual meeting 
(10-11 December) in Indianapolis/Indiana under the theme, "Towards Koinonia 
in Faith, Life and Witness", theme of the Faith and Order world conference to 
be held in Santiago de Compostela/Spain (3-14 August) this year. 


Among those greeting the participants was Donald Manworren, deputy general 
minister of the Indianapolis-headquartered Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), and Scott Schiesswohl of the Indiana Council of Churches. 


In her introductory remarks, Jean Stromberg, executive director of the US 
Office of the WCC, said that the theme of the meeting was chosen in order to 
facilitate discussion of important programmatic thrusts of the World Council 
of Churches and their implications for US member churches, and to consider in 
some depth koinonia as the model of unity toward which the ecumenical 
movement, and the WCC in particular, is pressing. 


"Discussing the issues of the environment, racism and economic injustice, as 
well as faith, under the theme of koinonia, will enable us to see more clearly 
whether koinonia can serve us well in holding together all the various aspects 
of the ecumenical vision". 


Meeting in plenary sessions moderated by Vinton Anderson, a member of the WCC 
presidium, the participants also discussed faith, environment, racism and 
economic injustice. 


A WCC-produced video titled, "The Earth Summit: What next for the Churches?", 
was also used in one of the sessions. Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, a WCC staff 
person who coordinates the WCC UNCED process challenged the US member churches 
to work with their government to adopt policies that will reduce global 
warming, acid rain and the destruction of rain forests. 


Other WCC staff who participated in the meeting were Ginther Gassmann, 
coordinator of the Faith and Order programme, and Rob van Drimmelen, 
coordinator for socio-economic issues in the WCC’s Programme Unit III - 
Justice, Peace and Creation. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.21 
Equatorial Guinea: Church, political leaders arrested 


Several Reformed and Roman Catholic church and opposition political leaders 
in Equatorial Guinea were arrested mid-December, according to press releases 
from the Switzerland-based Comisiédn de Retorno del Refugiado de Guinea 
Ecuatorial and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


The press releases said opposition political leaders belonging to the Popular 
Union, Party of Progress and the Democratic Party, were rounded up by security 
forces under the guise of quelling student riots. 


Among those arrested were Carmelo Mocong Onguene, a jurist who recently 
returned to Equatorial Guinea after many years of exile in Switzerland. The 
press releases said Onguene voluntarily returned to Equatorial Guinea after 
assurances by the president that his safety and that of his family would be 
guaranteed. Two Roman Catholic priests, Father Luis Ondo Maye and Father Pedro 
Ngogo, were also arrested. . 
The press releases added: "Without any reason the opposition is being accused 
of having instigated the riot. In fact, the police intervention is the attempt 
of the dictatorial regime to intimidate the population. On 10 December the 
police arrested Celestino Bakale, a teacher in Malabo. In solidarity with him 
the teachers of his school went on strike on 16 December. The following day 
about 50 students gathered in the market place and caused disturbances thus 
provoking the police intervention. The government made use of this occasion 
to arrest opposition leaders in their homes". [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.22 
Ecutext: The war in Bosnia-Herzegovina and its repercussions 


This joint statement was made by the Officers of the World Council of 
Churches, meeting in Geneva 7-9 December, and the Provisional Executive 
Committee of the Conference of European Churches, meeting in Geneva 11-12 
December: 


The war in Bosnia-Herzegovina is still far from over and, indeed, threatens 
to escalate further and extend to the Sanjak and Kosovo. It has aggravated 
tensions between communities and nations throughout the Balkans. Its 
consequences, particularly its effects on relations between Christians and 
Muslims in many parts of the world, have become a matter of grave concern. 


The territorial, historical and religious complexities of the former 
Yugoslavia, and of Bosnia-Herzegovina in particular, tempt many to an over- 
simplified portrayal of the war as a result of hatred between communities 
identified on ethnic and religious bases. The latter identification is most 
exemplified by the reference to Bosnians of Islamic faith as Muslims (as has 
been the case since 1971 when the communist rulers chose this designation to 
be an equivalent of nationality). Such a reductionist approach to the present 
conflict is detrimental to the search for a just and durable solution. 


The problems in Bosnia-Herzegovina and the whole of the former Yugoslavia must 
also be seen against the background of political transition from an 
authoritarian one-party system ina situation characterized by a centrifugal 
BVNeaMeueOms relLoLous, and snacional pluralivy. in this’ transition, ultra- 
nationalist policies and disinformation campaigns have mobilized significant 
sectors of the population in a way that imposed these policies on its 
majority. Those who refuse to subscribe to these policies or to dissociate 
themselves from their objectives and practices have run the risk of 
intolerance and suspicion within their own community, often being depicted as 
traitors to supreme national interests. These ultra-nationalist policies claim 
to address fears which are projected from historical memories on to an 
uncertain future. At the same time, they accelerate a process of bringing 
about what is feared: massive killing, mass rape of women, widespread 
suffering and torture and large-scale displacement of the population. Passions 
are manipulated to excuse or even justify atrocities. But instead of 
exorcising fear, this perpetuates its destructive grip on people. 


To the extent that religious symbols and sentiments shape national-cultural 
identity, they are combined with other factors of ethnic self-assertion to 
polarize people into mutually antagonized communities. Thus religion becomes 
instrumental in reviving a complex history which has often been marked by mass 
executions, attempted genocide, war, distrust and rivalries, but which has 
also - and this is forgotten or deliberately ignored - been characterized by 
constructive living together. It is a striking feature of historical 
consciousness that the memory of conflicts overshadows the memory of peaceful 
experiences. 


The people of Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the whole of former Yugoslavia, are 
victims of violent intolerance that is essentially linked with ultra- 
nationalism. The more it appears that a region cannot be divided ethnically, 
the more it is subjected to ferocious "ethnic cleansing", a sort of collective 
punishment inflicted on people whose misfortune is to live - no matter for how 
long - in a territory to which, because of their "nationality" or religion, 
they are not supposed to belong. 


The ecumenical community in Europe and throughout the world has repeatedly 
expressed deep concern about the conflict in the former Yugoslavia and 
solidarity with all those who are suffering because of the war. The urgency 
of the present situation prompts us to reiterate some basic convictions: 


1. We join the religious leaders of the Catholic, Orthodox and Muslim 
communities in the former Yugoslavia in declaring with vigour that "crime in 
the name of religion is the greatest crime against religion". ... [over] 


bosnia/2 


2. We cannot tolerate that the present conflict continues to divide people 
along confessional lines both within and outside Bosnia-Herzegovina. We are 
alarmed by its repercussions, real and potential, on inter-communal relations 
in the whole region and elsewhere. We are committed not to allow the conflict 
to suggest in any way a confrontation between "Christendom" and the "Islamic" 
Ummah (community). This war is not on behalf of "Christian Europe" against 
Islam. We remain determined in opposing fanaticism and the manipulation of 
passions and historical memories. 


3. We reaffirm the determination expressed by the WCC’s Seventh Assembly about 
the Gulf War: "we refuse to be separated from our brothers and sisters of 
other faiths as a result of this war". We repeat the statement of the Tenth 
Assembly of the Conference of European Churches (Prague, September 1992) that 
"we can never accept that a religiously based nationalism expresses itself in 
dominance over or violence towards other ethnic groups". We welcome the 
unanimity with which Catholic, Orthodox and Muslim leaders from the former 
Yugoslavia have denounced the war and demanded its end and their establishment 
of a mechanism for continued unified action in the interests of peace. 


4. We reject the idea that enforcing separation or accentuating antagonisms 
can solve the tensions and problems that may characterize pluralist societies 
in periods of crisis and transition. 


5. We affirm that the dignity and inalienable human rights of persons and of 
communities are inseparable. The rights of communities cannot be implemented 
at the expense of the rights of individual human beings. 


6. We cannot surrender to a cynical political realism which considers what has 
happened thus far as irreversible. We believe that the links of co-existence 
between people of different communities could still be saved, provided a fair 
and equitable structure of power-sharing is agreed upon. 


7. As we call for an immediate cessation of hostilities, we urge that 
negotiations be pursued without pre-conditions as to the future solution. New 
models of governance should be sought which foster a balance between 
individual and community human rights and liberate religion from sectional 
interests. A viable and credible model of society is the one that builds a 
human community which guarantees in law and practice the equality of all, 
safeguards religious liberties and respects differences and particularities. 


8. While recognizing that the complexity of the situation in the former 
Yugoslavia is a major obstacle to the search for effective action by the 
international community to restore peace, we insist that this cannot justify 
disengagement from what is happening or resignation about the suffering of 
hundreds of thousands of people. 


We urge the international community, through the United Nations, the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and the European Community 
to redouble their efforts to bring the fighting to an end; and we call on our 
member churches to intercede with their governments to that end. Until peace 
is restored, we reiterate the appeals of the general secretaries of the WCC 
and CEC for the provision of immediate refuge, at least on a temporary basis, 
for detainees and other victims of the war in the former Yugoslavia. 


9. We commit ourselves to be peace-makers and agents of reconciliation, in 
close cooperation with our partners of other faiths and all persons of 
goodwill. We pledge ourselves to seek enhanced inter-religious cooperation in 
various areas, including humanitarian assistance and the active search for a 
peaceful and lasting solution. 


10. We support the initiative of religious leaders from Serbia, Croatia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina to call for common prayer on 23 December 1992, demonstrat- 
ing solidarity with all individuals and peoples of Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
other afflicted people in the former Yugoslavia. We commend this call for 
prayer to all our member churches. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 
UK pounds; 53.50 US dollars; 65.90 Canadian dollars; 

75 Australian dollars; 77.50 Swiss francs; 89.50 New Zealand 
dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 310 French 
francs; 310 Swedish kronas; or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


1993 18-22 March Executive Committee Geneva 
16-23 September Executive Committee Sweden 

1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 
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Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2: 
- "Not a Solitary Way", a collection of evangelism stories from around 


the world, edited by Raymond Fung and Georges Lemopoulos. 
Price: 9.95 Swiss francs, 6.90 US dollars, or 3.95 UK pounds. 
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The EPS index for 1992 is available on request. However, if in previous 


years you have asked for a copy, your name is on our mailing list and you will 
automatically receive a copy. Please do not re-request. 


KEKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKK 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 93.01.23 
New WCC head describes new assignment as "coming home" 


"Coming home" was the image Konrad Raiser used to describe his feelings about 
taking up his post as the World Council of Churches’ fifth general secretary 
at the beginning of 1993. The 55-year-old German Lutheran theologian preached 
in the regular Ecumenical Centre Monday morning worship on 11 January and 
later in the day addressed his first WCC general staff meeting. 


At the same time, Raiser noted, both he and the "home" to which he is coming 
have changed during the nearly ten years since he left the WCC staff. From 
1969 to 1983 he was study secretary in the WCC Faith and Order Commission, 
deputy general secretary and moderator of the programme unit on Justice and 
Service. 


After the WCC’s Sixth Assembly (Vancouver, 1983) he returned to Germany, where 
he has been professor of systematic theology and ecumenics at the University 
of the Ruhr in Bochum. In August 1992 the WCC Central Committee elected him 
to succeed the retiring Emilio Castro as general secretary. 


Raiser told his new colleagues he is happy to have spent ten years "in a 
definitely local situation" and urged that the Geneva staff must "keep the 
sense of being close to these people, who keep the ecumenical movement alive. 
We would be nothing without them. 


"When we talk about ‘member churches’," he continued, "let us remember that 
we are first of all talking about people. When we think of the ecumenical 
movement, let us first of all think of these living people who are looking for 
authentic forms of ecumenical solidarity. They are our first reference group 
and the essential resource from which we draw energy; and if they cannot 
understand and identify with our priorities, we are lost." 


Drawing on his own involvement with students and with members of congregations 
and ecumenical groups, Raiser said one of the WCC’s problems is the perception 
at the local level that the Council is "remote and engaged in too many things 
at once. It is difficult for people to perceive a clear ecumenical vision that 
translates into a limited number of priorities." 


WCC governing and advisory bodies have provided clear frameworks for setting 
priorities by the four programme units (Unity and Renewal; Life, Education and 
Mission; Justice, Peace and Creation; and Sharing and Service), Raiser said. 
He described formulating a "realistic and manageable" set of priorities on the 
basis of this work as the most urgent task for the staff during the first part 
oj gl Wh rs 


Raiser said he hopes and expects that the WCC Executive Committee, which meets 
in Geneva in March, will appoint executive directors for the four programme 
units, which are currently headed by "interim convenors". If so, he continued, 
"we will soon have the new structure [approved by the Central Committee in 
September 1991 and in effect since January 1992) fully in hand, and we can get 
out of this ‘transition period’." While he had not been an "advocate" for 
restructuring the WCC, he said he is "fully committed to do whatever is 
needed" to make the new structure work. 


In addition, Raiser highlighted four common priorities for the WCC staff as 
a whole during 1993. Noting that the Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and 
Students in Brazil in July and the World Conference on Faith and Order in 
Spain in August are the first such international ecumenical gatherings in more 
than 30 years, he said it is necessary for the entire Council - not just the 
programme units directly responsible - to "make the best use of these events". 
In September, the first world conference of Christian lay centres and 
movements is being held in the US. Underlining the importance of this 
encounter, the general secretary said that "the WCC owes a lot of its history 
to the laity movement, and we’ve unfortunately forgotten most of it". [over] 
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This year also marks the midpoint of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in 
Solidarity with Women; and Raiser said staff across the WCC will be asked to 
participate in an ambitious programme of projected visits to each of the 322 
member churches to assess the achievements of the Decade’s first five years 
and to identify priorities for the next five. 


Until the end of February, Raiser will commute between Geneva and Bochum while 
finishing teaching obligations for this academic term. His wife Elisabeth and 
two of his four sons will join him in Geneva at the end of the school year. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.01.24 
Sexual abuse tops Roman Catholic agenda in England, Wales 


Sexual abuse has been placed firmly on the agenda of the Roman Catholic Church 
in England and Wales by a report published by the Bishops’ conference calling 
on dioceses, councils of priests, and parish councils to consider the 
question, writes Robert Nowell. 


The report notes that "Roman Catholics are as prone to the abuse of children 
as any other sectors of society" and goes on to ask: "How, therefore, can we 
contribute to enabling both abused and abuser to grow through what is a 
traumatic and devastating experience?". 


Noting that abusers are often outwardly respectable pillars of society, the 
report asks: "How would a parish cope if a very popular headmaster was accused 
of sexually abusing children over the years? What if a minister of the 
eucharist was convicted of child sexual abuse? How can we respond to the 
trauma caused by a priest involved in the abuse of children?" 


The report does not mention what in recent years has been the chief accusation 
made against the Church in this field: that of covering up cases of sex abuse 
by moving priests and religious suspected of this crime rapidly to other posts 
so as to delay their being brought to justice. A television programme last 
July brought to light that three Catholic priests and one religious brother 
were currently being assessed at a Birmingham clinic for treating sex abusers. 


But it does ask bishops to look towards policies in relation to clergy or 
other diocesan employees who may abuse children or others, and it asks priests 
and local communities to look at the whole question of forgiveness and 
reconciliation. "There is a danger that we expect forgiveness to happen too 
quickly", the report continues. "How can the abused person forgive when they 
are still angry about something, particularly when they are not too sure what 
they are angry about? How do they learn to accept and forgive themselves?" 


Noting that the sacrament of reconciliation is not a short cut to holiness, 
the report states: "Those who have been abused are reconciled with themselves 
and others when they no longer blame themselves and do not feel interested in 
claiming repayment for what has been done. It is often a very long and painful 
process". [EPS] 


EPs 93.01.25 
World Methodist Council conference to be held in Brazil 


A major gathering of Methodists from around the world, held every five years, 
will meet for the first time in Latin America (7-15 August 1996) says a press 
release of 7 January from the US-based World Methodist Council (WMC). The 
meeting is expected to attract delegates from 68 Methodist and related united 
churches in 96 countries. World Methodist conferences have been held since 
1881 in Britain, the United States, Europe, the Pacific islands, Africa and 
Asia. Meanwhile, WMC general secretary Joe Hale has been awarded the Roman 
Catholic Great Cross of Merit of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem, in recognition of his interest and concern on behalf of the 
people of the Holy Land. [EPS] 
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South Africa: as conflict escalates, families now targets of violence 


A South African Council of Churches’ (SACC) special report says the pattern 
of violence in the Natal province has changed from affecting mainly the 
politically active to involving whole families simply because they happen to 
live in the "wrong" area. 


Titled “Natal Violence, Churches’ Response”, the report details results of 
research carried out by Carol Fouke, a former staff member in the 
Communications Department of the SACC who spent the early part of November 
last year talking to church leaders and heads of church-related agencies 
around Pietermaritzburg, Durban and the South Coast, including areas of 
Amazimtoti and Port Shepstone. 


The report says the violence has its own peculiar geography. "ANC-controlled" 
neighbourhoods and "IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] strongholds" in both towns and 
rural areas are squeezed next to each other, alternating like the squares on 
a chequer board. Some areas change hands regularly and communities are badly 
divided. 


Paddy Kearney, director of the Durban-based ecumenical ministry, DIAKONIA, one 
of the church leaders interviewed, said violence "largely presents itself as 
an IFP-ANC war", and people often are targeted because of where they live 
rather than because of their personal political affiliation. "When six people 
are killed in an IFP area", Kearney said, "they are not necessarily IFP 
members". 


Kearney said "criminal and hooligan elements" are also involved and that "the 
state has quite a lot to do with it. There is much evidence of state collusion 
with the IFP by providing weapons and information, spreading rumours and even 
actively taking part in violence". 


Kearney’s testimony was corroborated by other church leaders, including 
Goodman Khuzwayo of the KwaMakhutha Dutch Reformed Church in Africa who said 
he had heard, although not confirmed, reports that South African security 
forces were repossessing firearms from ANC areas but not IFP areas. 


Another church leader, Israel Ndlovu of the Pietermaritzburg-based SACC Natal 
Midlands branch, reported that people in nearby Richmond said: "The riot squad 
is helping IFP kill us". He added that "the state clearly is backing the IFP 
and intra-ANC conflicts". 


Danny Chetty, director of Practical Ministries, an inter-church agency for 
social concern and development based in Port Shepstone, agreed. He said that 
in the early part of the violence there was open conflict between armed 
groups. "You could monitor them, mediate, arbitrate, find solutions", but "now 
it’s a vicious war going on to just eliminate people. Well-planned, mercenary- 
type attacks take place, mostly at night, in remote places where there are no 
lights or roads. It’s a guerrilla-type warfare. Mysteriously, they [the 
assailants) always get away." 


Chetty attributed this to the involvement of the authorities in the conflict, 
the professional way in which the attacks are conducted, and the unwillingness 
of witnesses to speak. 


"There is no witness protection plan. We have had instances where people have 
spoken up and then been killed. Some have come to us to say, ‘We know who 
killed our parents’, who have gone for additional documentation and never 
returned". 


In Murtchinson, an area near Port Shepstone, the report says, daytime is calm 
and peaceful, but most people prefer to spend their nights elsewhere for fear 
of being attacked. The report cites a family of six killed in a hail of 
gunfire on a farm where they had been hiding for a year. 


In downtown Durban about 70 families have set up home near the station, living 
in cardboard boxes and shacks. The report says they were displaced from 
outlying areas and were now living on hand-outs from Indian shopkeepers. 
[over] 
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Church leaders dismiss claims that the conflict is fundamentally "black on 
black" or "Zulu versus Xhosa", or that the violence started after the release 
of Nelson Mandela from prison. The report says the church leaders interviewed 
explained how these claims were deeply misrepresentative. "It’s not Zulu 
versus Xhosa", said Chetty. "The conflict is between those who support a 
democratic system and those who don’t. It’s Zulus who want to march to 
Ulundi", he said in reference to the ANC’s planned protest of a lack of 
political freedom in the nominally-independent homeland of KwaZulu. Kearney 
agreed, adding: "There are a lot of Zulu members of the ANC. It is a major 
distortion to say that Buthelezi is leader of six million Zulus." 


The report says ecumenical organizations, denominations and local pastors 
alike are involved in ministry in the midst of Natal’s violence, providing 
direct aid to survivors while working to end the violence through meeting with 
political and community leaders and in education to develop a culture of 
democracy. Among these efforts is the Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South 
Africa (EMPSA), a joint attempt by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 
the SACC and the Southern African [Roman] Catholic Bishops’ Conference to 
monitor and, where necessary, intervene in violence. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.27 
Church team’s report on Haiti says repression severe, massive, persistent 


The report of an ecumenical delegation to Haiti has reiterated that human 
rights abuses in the country continue to escalate, particularly since the 
removal from power of the democratically-elected President Jean Bertrand 
Aristide by the military in September 1991 (EPS 91.10.30). 


Titled *Restore Our Stolen Vote”, the report highlights the findings of a 
World Council of Churches/Caribbean Conference of Churches-sponsored five- 
person team which visited the country, 26 November-1 December 1992 (EPS 
92.12.41). The delegation visited the country at the invitation of church 
leaders in Haiti. 


On his return from Haiti, Charles Harper, WCC international affairs 
coordinator and member of the team, said the delegation was told of summary 
executions of 3000 persons since the military takeover, 4500 illegally and 
arbitrarily detained and 2000 wounded by gunfire or victims of beatings. There 
have also been more than 2000 illegal raids on houses and homes. 


The report states that the visit took place at a time of great social and 
political tension, palpable and visible among the people there. The military 
coup d’état, and the actions taken by its perpetrators and political allies, 
have fundamentally attempted to halt the democratic process which had been 
developing in Haiti. The report adds: "There are now signs of a significant 
social explosion among the poor, which comprises a great majority of the 
population, because of dashed expectations over the prompt return of President 
Aristide". The report said the delegation witnessed a strong determination 
among ordinary Haitians to accept nothing less than the return of their 
elected government and to continue to press the coup leaders to "restore our 
stolen vote". 


The report said repression in the country has been severe, massive and 
persistent, and has essentially been carried out by the armed forces, the re- 
constituted tonton macoutes, newly formed death squads of heavily armed men 
in civilian clothing, and by the reappointed chefs de section, or rural chiefs 
of police appointed originally by the Duvalier regimes. 


The document also says there are six sectors of the population which have been 
targeted by the violence in the last 14 months, and more intensively during 
the weeks and days preceding the delegation’s visit. They include the rural 
peasant and grassroots organizations, political leadership opposed to the de 
facto military regime and to the militarily-imposed civilian government of 
Marc Bazin, students and teachers, urban children, religious and lay 
leadership of the Roman Catholic Church, especially in the rural areas and 
base communities, and independent radio stations. 


Among its recommendations, the team calls for urgent church and international 
ecumenical pressure on governments, regional and international bodies to hold 
the government in Haiti accountable for grave human rights violations. It says 
the WCC, the CCC and the ecumenical community should give full support to 
publicizing the abuse of human rights in Haiti, and it urges the Haitian 
church community to unite in witness for hope and in solidarity with the poor 
and oppressed. [EPS] 
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Albanian church "coming to life" despite hard times, says WCC report 


Against the backdrop of deep uncertainties in Albania - political confusion 
and disarray in society, severe economic hardship and threats that the war in 
the former Yugoslavia may spread to Kosovo, whose population is largely ethnic 
Albanian - the Orthodox Church there "is an amazing example of a Christian 
community coming to life again", according to the report of a WCC team who 
went to the country in December. 


During a visit to Tirana and several other cities, Huibert van Beek, WCC 
executive secretary for church and ecumenical relations, and Peter Lodberg, 
Europe secretary for Danchurchaid (Copenhagen) and a member of the WCC Central 
Committee, met with Archbishop Anastasios and other Orthodox leaders, Muslim 
and Roman Catholic representatives and government officials. 


Statistics often cited say 70 per cent of Albanians are Muslim, 20 per cent 
Orthodox and 10 per cent Roman Catholic. But many observers question these 
figures, noting that they date from 1938 and that the former hard-line 
Communist regime vigorously repressed religion and in fact outlawed all 
religious activity after 1967, declaring Albania the world’s first atheist 
state. 


After the downfall of Communism the new government set up a secretariat for 
religion. There have been efforts to enact a law on religion complying with 
internationally recognized human rights’ standards. A first draft was 
withdrawn after protests from international Protestant evangelical 
organizations over its provision that religions other than the country’s three 
traditional ones must be recognized by parliament (EPS 92.11.44, 11.65). A 
second draft, which specifies that the leadership of the religious communities 
should be Albanian is now being discussed. Both the Catholic and Orthodox 
churches, depleted of clergy during the years under Communism, are currently 
headed by expatriates. 


Some fifty church buildings taken over by the government and used as 
gymnasiums, cinemas, bars and restaurants have now been renovated and reopened 
by the Orthodox Church. The return of many other church properties continues 
to create disagreement between church and state. Attendance at services is 
large and growing, the WCC report says. Many Albanians grew up during the 
period when religion was forbidden, but interest in catechism and Bible study 
groups among young people and students is high and the archbishop has recently 
begun a monthly newspaper, Ngjallja ("Resurrection"). 


The church has also elected parish councils, reorganized its four dioceses and 
formed a clergy-laity council made up of a priest and layperson from each 
diocese. Its general secretary is Aleko Dhima, an Albanian layman; but the WCC 
report notes that there are not yet any Albanian bishops, "and it will take 
some time before the local episcopate is reconstituted". Anastasios himself 
is a Greek. Appointed exarch by the Ecumenical Patriarch in September 1991, 
he was enthroned as primate in August 1992 (EPS 92.08.85). 


A former missionary in Africa, he told the WCC visitors that his mission and 
ecumenical experience (he was moderator of the WCC’s Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism from 1983-91) are a great asset in his present task, 
as "slogans like ‘solidarity with the poor’ and ‘mission in Christ’s way’ 
become concrete reality". His staff includes several sisters, one of them 
African, who worked with him in Africa. 


The absence of Albanian leadership has made the training of clergy an urgent 
priority. Anastasios has begun a seminary in an unoccupied, rundown, unheated 
hotel in Durres. Despite the absence of a library, teaching materials and 
equipment, there are eighty students, most in their 30s and 40s. Courses are 
given by the archbishop, an Albanian lay theologian in his 80s and visiting 
monks and theologians from Greece and the US. Eighteen priests and 17 deacons 
have been consecrated; they travel to parishes over the weekend and continue 
their studies during the week. [over] 
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The church has begun some "modest but significant" diaconal and relief 
activities, according to the WCC report, distributing food, clothing and 
medicine and evacuating people to Greece for medical treatment unavailable in 
Albania. During recent floods it turned over some of its relief supplies to 
the government. Other aid is coming to Albania through the United Nations, Red 
Cross, European Community and the Italian branch of the international Catholic 
agency Caritas. Transportation, especially to mountainous areas of the 
country, remains a serious obstacle in the distribution of relief supplies. 
The WCC team suggested an ecumenical "round table" meeting of interested 
ecumenical partners from abroad later this year to "enhance the visibility of 
the ecumenical presence and make it more apparent to the government and the 
public that the church is part of a wider international network". 


The international ecumenical participation of the Orthodox Church of Albania, 
which was represented at the world conferences on Faith and Order in 1927 and 
1937, ended with World War II and the advent of Communism. Otherwise, says the 
report, "it would probably have been among the founding members of the WCC". 
The archbishop asked the team about the possibility of restoring the church’s 
international ecumenical links through WCC membership. 


A few of the twenty to twenty-five new religious groups active in the country 
(whose membership is estimated at 5000) have shown interest in dialogue and 
cooperation with the Orthodox church, Anastasios told the WCC visitors. Most 
of these groups are Protestant evangelicals - primarily Adventists, Baptists 
and Pentecostals - but there are also some Buddhists and Baha’is. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.29 
WCC meeting on relief in ex-Yugoslavia spells out future plans 


A meeting of relief workers from the former Yugoslavia and representatives of 
ecumenical organizations involved in relief work in the war-torn country was 
held in Geneva/Switzerland, (12-13 January) at the invitation of the World 
Council of Churches Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service. The meeting was 
called to consider the churches’ relief and other aid to the people there. At 
the end of their meeting, the participants drew up a document, "Relief 
Coordination in the Former Yugoslavia", which spells out some of the 
experiences of relief workers in the divided country, and also charts out 
future contingency plans for relief work. > 


The document recommends intensified contacts between local and international 
organizations to identify relief and other needs and to determine priorities 
for the suffering people there. On the implementation of relief work, the 
document cautions that care should be taken to choose effective and credible 
relief work partners from the religious and civic bodies. The document further 
states that it is important to encourage local initiatives in the distribution 
of relief food and other items and also in the reviving of agriculture and 
other industry. 


On coordination of work among relief and other agencies, the document says 
partners should try to overcome "shortfalls" in their sharing of information. 
"They should be ready to challenge parochial or self-serving attitudes in both 
donors and recipients; there is need to strengthen mutual information and 
cooperation with Non-Governmental Organization partners through the 
International Committee for Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) and the United Nations 
system. Efforts should also be made to encourage ‘round-table’ meetings among 
agencies and recipients in national and local settings", the document says. 


The participants expressed concern over the escalating conflict and noted 
possible disruption to their work if the Geneva talks are deadlocked. In the 
event that the presence of the United Nations peace-keeping force in Croatia 
is extended in March, the meeting noted, it may be possible for ecumenical 
relief agencies to seek protection for their relief work from the UN. The 
participants urged the creation of protected zones "within which civic 
reconstruction can take place". They also recommended "special sensitivity” 
to the needs of Muslims "since these are so greatly threatened by ‘ethnic 
cleansing’". [EPS] 
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Canada: RC bishops protest visa denial to Guatemalan delegation 


The Canadian Conference of [Roman] Catholic Bishops (CCCB) has protested a 
Canadian government decision not to issue visas to a Guatemalan delegation 
which had intended to visit the country in November 1992 for discussions with 
various parliamentarians and representatives of the churches, non-govenmental 
organizations and the department of external affairs. 


In an 11 December letter to Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, the 
bishops said they were "surprised" to learn of the denial of visas and 
described the reasons given for the refusal as "insignificant and even 
implausible" in view of the "previous conversations which had taken place in 
preparation for the visit between the organizers for the trip and 
representatvies of the Canadian government". 


The bishops hailed the important role played by Rodolfo Quezada Torino, former 
president of the Guatemalan Conference of [Roman Catholic] Bishops. Torino, 
who now chairs the Commission for National Reconciliation, was among those 
denied entry visas. 


The letter added: "It is in solidarity with him and all the bishops of 
Guatemala that we request that your government lend its support to the 
negotiation process under way there, and that it be alert in regards to the 
human rights violations which continue to occur in that country". 


In another development, the CCCB sent a letter of protest to El-Tayeb Ahmed, 
Sudan’s chargé d’affaires in Ottawa, denouncing "flagrant violations of 
fundamental human rights" against Catholics and other Christians in the Sudan. 


Signed by CCCB President Archbishop Marcel Gervais, the 9 December letter 
accuses the government there of "the forcible closure of Christian places of 
worship, parish centres and schools; the arbitrary arrests of Catholic priests 
and lay people; the expulsion of Chrstian missionaries; curtailment to freedom 
of movement among Christians; and undue pressure against young Catholics in 
order to force them to change their religion". 


The letter also urged the Sudanese government to "conform with international 
agreements in regards to religious freedom of individuals and the rights of 
religious institutions". [EPS] 
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USA: ecumenical delegation outlines priorities to new administration 


A top-level (US) National Council of Churches’ delegation, led by Syngman 
Rhee, NCCC’s president and Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary, met (in 
Washington DC, 5 January) with Vernon Jordan, chair of the Clinton transition 
team and offered to seek appropriate ways in which churches together can 
relate to the incoming administration. The delegation underscored concern for 
"upbuilding life for all persons in America", says an NCC press release. 


Among the issues the delegation identified as priorities were rebuilding 
America’s cities, giving priority to people; providing access for health care 
for all persons in society; and strengthening the partnership of churches in 
addressing the country’s role in international affairs. The delegation noted 
the important role the churches can play as "... valuable resources in meeting 
the human as well as the spiritual needs of persons here and around the 
world". 


Specifically, the delegation underlined the readiness of the NCC to minister 
materially and spiritually in the heart of American cities, the churches’ 
moral concern for access for all persons to health care, and a recommendation 
that the Clinton administration establish an advisory group representative of 
national religious bodies to develop effective government/church liaisons. 


Melvin Talbert, a United Methodist bishop and a member of the WCC Central 
Committee, who was on the delegation said: "Our commitment is not to draw 
attention to ourselves, but to address issues and concerns that impact the 
lives of the many diverse groups and persons in this nation who have been 
marginalized, especially during the past 12 years". [EPS] 
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Church bodies criticize Israeli deportation of Palestinians 


Following the deportation of 415 Palestinians by the Israeli government to 
Lebanon late December, several church bodies protested the Israeli decision 
and called for the return of the deportees to their homes. 


In a cable sent to Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (22 December) then-WCC 
acting general secretary Todor Sabev described the deportations as a violation 
of the Fourth Geneva Convention, and also asked the Israeli government to lift 
its order closing the Occupied Territories and called for protection of the 
Palestinian civilian population under occupation in compliance with the Geneva 
Convention. 


"We believe that collective punishment is gravely detrimental to the pursuit 
of peace and severely compromises the continuation of the peace negotiations", 
Sabev’s message concluded. 


A press release from the Middle East Council of Churches also criticised the 
deportations. Signed by general secretary Gabriel Habib, the message said the 
deportations were in defiance of international law and a direct violation of 
Lebanese sovereignty and territorial integrity. 


"Instead of adopting positive steps towards reconciliation with the 
Palestinians, Israel has once more revealed through this action, its 
obstructive policies to peace in the Middle East". 


The message appealed "to all churches and related organizations to demand the 
immediate safe return of all Palestinians to their land in accordance with 
basic human rights and the UN Security Council Resolution 799 ...". 


The US-based World Methodist Council (WMC) also joined in criticising the 
Israeli decision. In a letter to Prime Minister Rabin signed by WMC general 
secretary Joe Hale, the Methodist body said it was "concerned" and "troubled" 
by the events in Israel. 


Hale said he "understood how great the rage can be when one soldier, one 
farmer, or one Israeli child, in a country so small as Israel, is killed. I 
also can identify with the same rage, felt when one West Bank child, one 
unarmed young person, mother or father is shot dead by an Israeli soldier. 
Both losses are significant, and in the eyes of God, both are the same". 


The letter added that when Israel, or any other country, acts in a manner that 
says "one death counts much, and the other counts for nothing", such an act 
and attitude is, by definition, racist. 


"Your recent deportation is a case in point: Five Israelis are killed, these 
deaths must be avenged, and massive, indiscriminate and punitive retaliation 
follows, with innocent people hurt and killed". 


The letter, which was also copied to US President-elect Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of State-designate Warren Christopher, concluded that the WMC is 
"supportive of an Israel that is open to all, welcoming to all, and safe for 
all", adding that "we cannot, however turn a blind eye to what is happening 
in your country, for it effects us all...". [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.33 
WCC book on Christian spirituality to be published 


The World Council of Churches Programme Unit on Unity and Renewal plans to 
publish a book tentatively titled "Ecumenical Pilgrims" to contain short 
profiles of "confessors", "martyrs", and "saints" and other personalities who 
have made a major contribution to the ecumenical movement in the 20th Century. 
According to Ion Bria who heads the Unit, the World Council of Churches is the 
inheritor of a great spiritual tradition incarnated by a "cloud of witnesses" 
- those who by their faith, prayer, labour and sacrifice have changed the 
history of separation into a celebration of reconciliation and that the 
predecessors’ examples, insights and combats constitute an integral part of 
the "ecumenical memory". The book, to be published by the end of this year, 
is part of preparations for a major WCC conference on "Christian Spirituality 
for our Times" scheduled for June 1994. [EPS] 
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India: first interreligious discussion of the plight of Dalits 


Over one hundred representatives of Dalit communities from all over India met 
late December in Nagpur to considered future planning for the Dalit Solidarity 
Programme of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The Dalit community, 
rejected and treated as untouchable, has persistently called for justice and 
the recognition of their plight within Indian society. 


The venue, Nagpur, offered a possibility of encounter with an important aspect 
in the modern history of the Dalits. Following the example of the Indian 
statesman and Dalit leader, Babasaheb Ambedkar, Dalits in the state of 
Maharastra converted on 14 October 1956 by the thousands from Hinduism to 
Buddhism, in order to embrace, as they said, "a religion in which there is no 
distinction between man and man". 


The presence of Buddhist Dalits was therefore particularly significant in this 
first inter-religious gathering of Dalits, which also included Sikhs, Muslims, 
Hindus and Christians. The meeting was held against the background of the 
present turmoil in India, following the recent destruction of the Babri Masjid 
Mosque in Ayodhya. 


The Dalit Solidarity Programme enjoys the support of the Indian churches but 
remains an inter-religious thrust of the World Council of Churches following 
the recommendations of the Seventh Assembly (in Canberra/Australia, 7-20 
February 1991). The plight of Dalits knows no religious boundaries and echoes 
the concern of the Council to create space for a cooperation with people of 
other faiths towards justice, peace and human dignity. As people suffering the 
same pains, the Dalits in Nagpur manifested their resolve not to be separated 
from each other in their common struggle against oppression and humiliation. 
The common witness and commitment of Dalits from various religious traditions 
gave additional emphasis and a significant dimension to the mandate of the 
Office on Interreligious Relations of the WCC: to make interreligious dialogue 
a tool in the search for justice, peace and the integrity of creation. 


The meeting heard reports that the churches in India have committed themselves 
to support the Dalit Solidarity Programme lodged within the WCC Programme to 
Combat Racism and are seriously considering their own programmes and projects. 


The meeting agreed on a number of priorities for the initial stage of the 
programme. These include networking among minority and sub-caste groups at the 
regional level; education in schools, colleges, villages and urban areas; 
strengthening ties with the tribal people of India, who along with the Dalit 
community make up the indigenous population of the country; and helping to 
raise international public opinion about the Dalit struggle. 


Bhagwan Das, a Buddhist lawyer from Delhi, was elected chairperson of the 
ongoing working group of the Dalit Solidarity Programme in India. In his 
closing remarks at the meeting Das said: "This has been a historic meeting. 
We have done something which has never happened before in the Dalit community, 
coming together from the different religious traditions to establish our 
oneness in the struggle and proceed with practical steps together". [EPS] 
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India: ecumenical body condemns destruction of mosque, violence 


An emergency session of the working committee of the National Council of 
Churches in India (NCCI) meeting (7 December) in Madras/India, noted "with 
great concern the painful events that happened in Ayodhya" following the 
destruction of the Babri Masjid mosque by Hindus. 


A statement issued after the meeting said the Council "views that the 
desecration of the Mosque at Ayodhya is a clear violation of the 
constitutional rights of the minorities and condemns these acts of violence 
and provocation". 


The NCCI called on the government "to do all that is required to restore and 
safeguard the interests of the minorities" and called on the minorities "to 
refrain from retaliation". The Council also urged all peace-loving people 
"irrespective of caste, creed, and religion" to help promote peace. [EPS] 
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Indonesian military removes bishop from post, then reinstates him 


wcc Central Committee vice moderator Soritua Nababan was removed from office 
as ephorus (bishop) of the Batak Protestant Christian Church (HKBP) on 23 
December by the regional army commander of North Sumatra. But in early January 
a court issued a restraining order on the action and gave the two-million- 
member church, largest Protestant denomination in Indonesia, until 18 January 
to resolve a longstanding internal dispute about its leadership. 


The military action had been protested by the Communion of Churches in 
Indonesia (PGI) and Indonesian human rights groups as an infringement on 
religious freedom and interference in the internal affairs of a church. About 
2000 members occupied the HKBP headquarters building to prevent the 
inauguration of S.M. Siahaan, an executive member of the synod council, who 
was appointed acting ephorus by the military authorities. Nababan, who 
underwent heart surgery in late 1992, was hospitalized for several days after 
the military action; but reports said he hoped to be able to travel to Geneva 
in February for a meeting of the WCC officers. 


Relations within the HKBP have been strained for some time. Last June, for the 
second time in two years, the government refused permission for the regular 
meeting of the church’s synod until it settled its difficulties. When the 
synod did meet in November, it was unable to complete its business and resolve 
the difficulties before the expiration of the period for which a permit to 
meet had been authorized; and the regional military commander then took his 
action. The synod meeting is now expected to be held after the national 
people’s council assembly meets in March to elect Indonesia’s president and 
vice president. 


In a 7 January editorial, the English-language Jakarta Post said that while 
it was understandable that the authorities should seek to avoid any unrest in 
the period leading up to the choice of a national president and vice 
president, the North Sumatra military commander’s action was completely 
misguided, and it expressed hope that the government would overturn it. 


WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser wrote to Nababan on 5 January, assuring 
him of the Council’s prayers for his recovery and its continued monitoring of 
the situation along with the PGI. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.37 
Switzerland: poverty, environmental degradation discussed 


A strategy to tackle poverty and the environment was agreed upon late December 
by seven conservation, humane and religious organizations representing more 
than seven million supporters world-wide. Representatives of the World Council 
of Churches, the World Wide Fund for Nature, OXFAM, Bread for the World, EZE, 
a German-based Protestant Association for Cooperation in Development, 
Christian Aid, and Global Harmony Foundation met for three days at 
Cartigny/Switzerland, to discuss environmental and development issues and to 
draft a framework for cooperation in 1993. The seven non-governmental bodies 
made a commitment to focus on specific issues and projects. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.38 
2700 visitors to ecumenical centre in 1992 


The ecumenical centre in Geneva, headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches, was visited by 2700 people in 1992. The majority of visitors - 
2300 - came in groups (89), and 400 were people passing through Geneva. The 
wcC’s Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, just outside Geneva, organized the 
programme for 20 groups which stayed for more than two days. Most of the 
visitors came from Germany (32 groups), Switzerland (17 groups), and the US 
(13 groups). Other groups came from Korea (2 groups), Japan (1 group) and 
Cameroon (1 group). A total of 290 information sessions were held for the 
visitors, 76 guided tours were conducted, and 51 films were projected. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: UN Commission on Human Rights - Internally Displaced Persons 


This is the text of a joint written statement submitted by Caritas 
Internationalis, Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the 
World Council of Churches and Friends World Committee for Consultation 
(Quakers) to the 49th session of the UN Commission on Human Rights (1993). 


Ls At its forty-eighth session, the United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights adopted without a vote resolution 1992/73 entitled "Internally 
displaced persons" which was sponsored by thirty-eight states. 


The resolution was introduced by the delegation of Austria and co-sponsored 
by Argentina, Australia, Bulgaria, Burundi, Canada, Chile, China, Costa Rica, 
Cyprus, Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, the 
Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Hungary, India, Italy, Kenya, Lebanon, Lesotho, 
Madagascar, Mauritania, Nigeria, Norway, the Philippines, Poland, the Russian 
Federation, Rwanda, Senegal, Somalia, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United Republic of Tanzania, and 
Venezuela. The resolution was warmly welcomed by non-governmental 
organizations as a significant step in focusing greater international 
attention on the protection needs of persons who are displaced within their 
own country. 


26 On 14 August 1992, in addition to resolution 1992/73, the Commission on 
Human Rights, at its first special session, adopted without a vote resolution 
1992/S-1/1 entitled "The situation of human rights in the territory of the 
former Yugoslavia". Operative paragraph 13 of the resolution "Requests the 
existing mechanisms of the Commission on Human Rights, in particular ... the 
representative of the Secretary-General on internally displaced persons ... 
to give urgent attention to the situation in former Yugoslavia ...". 


ce Internally displaced persons are individuals who have been forced to flee 
their homes and who have not crossed an international frontier. The main 
causes of internal displacement are: armed conflicts, civil and ethnic 
strife, systematic violations of human rights, and forced relocation. Natural 
disasters may also coincide with other reasons for resettlement. 
Displacement because of environmental disasters can be exacerbated by 
government failure to take prompt and appropriate action. Internally 
displaced persons frequently leave their homes for similar reasons as 
refugees. As Mrs Ogata, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 
stated "Whether the victims find sanctuary within their own borders or across 
them is as much a matter of chance and geography as of forethought". 
Internal displacement can, therefore, be seen as a potential refugee flow into 
neighbouring states. 


4. Millions of people are internally displaced within their national borders 
and they are to be found in all regions of the world. People who are 
internally displaced must look to the international community for protection 
and assistance because their own government is unable or unwilling to protect 
them. At present there is no intergovernmental organization which is 
mandated to provide them with protection and assistance. However, when these 
persons are displaced through armed conflict or internal strife, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), according to its mandate as 
a specifically neutral and independent institution and intermediary, 
endeavours to ensure them protection and assistance. In other situations 
independent voluntary agencies provide wherever possible humanitarian 
assistance to internally displaced persons and are concerned about the many 
serious violations of their human rights. 


- In the case of armed conflict, persons displaced within their countries 
are protected by fundamental guarantees relating to the treatment of persons 
who do not take part in hostilities, under Article 3 common to the four Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 and in Additional Protocol II of 1977 which relate to the 
protection of victims of non-international armed conflicts. In other 
situations existing human rights standards are applicable but they are not 
designed to meet some of the special needs of internally displaced persons. 


6. Caritas Internationalis, [the WCC’s] Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA] and Friends World Committee for Consultation 
(Quakers) are deeply concerned about the very large numbers of internally 
displaced persons ... [over] 
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ue We agree with the Secretary-General of the United Nations in his report 
on the Organization where he states in paragraph 160 "with ever-increasing 
numbers of internally displaced persons - in fact exceeding the number of 
refugees - there is a need to bring clarity to institutional mandates. This 
problem has been addressed on an ad hoc basis, but it is now timely to devise 
a clear United Nations system-wide approach to it." 


8. We welcome the fact that at its First Special Session the UN Commission 
on Human Rights by its resolution on the human rights situation in the 
territory of the former Yugoslavia considers the Secretary-General’s Special 
Representative on internally displaced, Francis Deng, to be one of its 
thematic mechanisms and that the Special Representative was a member of the 
second United Nation’s human rights mission to former Yugoslavia. 


Te We propose that the Special Representative should inter alia: seek and 
receive information, monitor existing situations, liaise with relevant parts 
of the United Nation’s system and concerned regional organizations, enter into 
dialogue with concerned parties, undertake fact-finding missions, initiate 
case studies on situations of internal displacement, draft new protection 
guidelines, advise the Secretary-General on measures to be taken which would 
contribute to alleviating the plight of internally displaced persons, and 
provide the Secretary-General with early warning of internal displacement and 
potential refugee flows. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.40 
Ecutext: Editor of Church Newspaper on Bribe Attempt 


This is the text of a press statement by Nicholas Otieno, editor of "Target", 
a publication of the National Council of Churches of Kenya, following an 
attempt by Youth for KANU’92 to bribe him to denounce the NCCK as a “tribalist 
and politicised organization”. The YK’92 is a movement created by supporters 
of Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi to bolster his re-election in the 
recently-held first multi-party elections in ten years. The churches, led by 
the NCCK, have been strong proponents of democratic reforms in Kenya, a move 
that has elicited government anger. The newspaper, which was banned by the 
government in December 1981, was re-launched in June 1992. 


I, Nicholas Otieno, the Editor of Target newspaper, hereby bring to the public 
notice an attempt by YK’92 officials to bribe me out of my current employment 
in exchange for both my personal integrity and that of the Christian 
institution which I serve. 


Between 13th and 16th November 1992, I was approached and urged to call a 
press conference to denounce the National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) 
as a tribalist and politicised organization. The said press conference was to 
take place on 17th November at 3.00 pm, on the 16th floor of Anniversary 
Towers (Cyper Limited) at the office of Mr. Cyrus Jirongo, chairman of YK‘92. 
I was told that upon addressing such a press conference I would be offered a 
well paying job of my choice and Kenyan shillings 200 000 on the spot. This 
offer was very tempting indeed taking into account the economic hard times 
which we are going through as a nation. However, since I value my personal 
integrity and the prophetic vocation with which I am endowed as a Christian 
journalist, I abhor and would resist strongly any attempt to lure me out of 
this noble vocation. 


It would have been absurd if not disastrous for me as a Christian and faithful 
citizen to accept a bribe in order to malign my employer. May I advise the 
officials of YK’92 to consider offering such huge sums of money to help 
victims of the land clashes and hundreds of Kenyans who are now affected by 
drought. The move to remove the editor of Target, the only Christian newspaper 
in the country, was an attempt to frustrate the role of the NCCK in the 
democratization process. I hereby reaffirm that nothing whatsoever will negate 
my adherence to the mission and calling of the church in this point in time 
of our political history. It is true that the church too must go through the 
rigour of change in order to fulfil its mandate of spreading the good news, 
but such change cannot be brought through bribes and betrayal to God’s word. 


In these days of transition, I appeal to all my colleagues and the leadership 
of the NCCK to continue with greater vigilance than ever before in serving our 
people with what is true, noble and just. [EPS] 
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Ecuview: Women on the Vision and Common Understanding of the WCC 


This is the first of a two-part summary of the discussions of a meeting of 16 
women who have been active at different stages of the life of the ecumenical 
movement and the WCC, held 17-20 September, 1992 in Geneva/Switzerland. The 
discussions centred on the women’s personal perceptions of their experiences 
of the ecumenical movement. The second part will appear in the next EPS. 


To all the women present, the ecumenical movement and more specifically their 
involvement in the life and work of the WCC has been an empowering experience. 
They look back with joy and gratitude to different moments of their own 
involvement. The possibilities it has offered for encounters with people from 
around the world, the learning from each other’s contributions to ecumenical 
debates, has been a high point for all the women. They also spoke with 
enthusiasm of the various team visit experiences that they have had. To most 
of them the ecumenical movement has been a life challenging experience and all 
named women in the movement who have played a nurturing and influencing role 
in their own involvement. 


But, the experiences have not been without their moments of pain. There was 
need to name times and events which were disappointing and disempowering. 
Tokenism is one such experience both in the church and in the ecumenical 
movement - many women came into the life of the council in place of a man who 
could not make it. 


Many felt chosen to committees "to fill a quota" and not because of the gifts 
they bring. The style and functioning of the decision making processes of the 
council has also been problematic. Women felt that it marginalises many who 
are new or who are not used to the system. Often women have felt unable to 
participate as the time is appropriated by those who come prepared to speak, 
or who make long speeches on the floor. 


While the WCC’s contributions to dealing with human rights violations in many 
parts of the world was affirmed - there were moments when the ecumenical 
movement has not acted with prophetic boldness - this has also been a negative 
experience for many women. 


The style of spending endless hours juggling with words on documents - in the 
English language - instead of creating the environment for people to 
appreciate each other’s experiences and situations was also a point of concern 
for women. 


The "invisibility" of women, their stories, their theological visions in most 
documents was also highlighted. 


The place and participation of women in the new structure of the WCC was 
affirmed. The commitment of the whole Council to programmatic work related 
to women, needs to be continually monitored. However, concern was raised 
regarding the new trend towards a more "management approach" which does not 
include a commitment to participation and representation of the various 
constituencies of the council, and places women in a compromising position. 


Those who get into positions of power and decision making feel co-opted into 
the system, if they are to survive there. Women who have served in leadership 
positions spoke of "loneliness" and alienation from other women in the 
movement. The emphasis on "efficiency" often excludes women and assumes that 
women do not bring efficiency into the movement - such an attitude destroys 
community. 


There was a strong plea for a change in the present methodology of 
functioning. It was held that the WCC, given its diversity, has the 
potential to become the authentic voice of the broken community. Shared 
leadership between women and men can become more visible and workable. Women 
should be able to get into the movement and operate as women - without feeling 
co-opted into a "male system". The WCC can model a new style which is 
integrated and wholistic and not fragmented by programmatic and other 
interests. Women have a responsibility to bring these visions into the life 
and witness of the Council. [over] 
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To most of the women, participation in the ecumenical movement has been more 
than their involvement in the WCC. The secular women’s movement has been a 
challenging experience for many women in their own countries. Involvement 
with people of other faiths in grassroot level survival struggles or in just 
living together in harmony with each other continues to be an empowering 
experience - be it political struggles of Tamils in Sri Lanka, work with rag- 
pickers in Egypt or learning how to live with compassion and understanding in 
the new Europe faces the new reality of having to welcome people of all races 
and religious persuasions. 


The unity of a splintered and disunited church remains a cause for pain. 
Women who have experienced the breaking down of denominational walls in their 
own local level ecumenical encounters, see the divisions in the church as a 
sign of unfaithfulness to Christ’s calling. To the women the quality of unity 
we seek is important. They all affirmed the significant efforts made by women 
to break down denominational walls. The World Day of Prayer, a movement of 
informed prayer and prayerful action, initiated by women more than a hundred 
years ago, was named as an expression of this. (Though even this divides the 
women in apartheid-torn South Africa.) Women Church was another symbol of 
women’s yearning to transcend denominational barriers in order to experience 
together the spiritual gifts that women of all denominations bring. 


A unity that denies the rights of women will only be a broken unity, it was 
held. One participant suggested that women are being held hostage to the bid 
for unity - this is both hurting and unacceptable. Women’s participation in 
all aspects of the life of the church must be welcomed and appreciated. There 
was a plea to keep the issue of the ordination of women alive on the 
ecumenical agenda, respecting the voice of women in those churches where it 
is not yet an issue of discussion or concern. Ordination of women was seen, 
in many churches, as the church’s struggle to move forward in its 
understanding of ministry. Ordained women will make a difference to the 
theological life of the churches - to give back theology to the people. 
Ordained women, for the most part, have played a transforming role in the life 
of the churches. 


The search for unity must transcend the unity of the churches. To the women 
the issue of unity encompassed the unity of all humankind and creation. In 
many societies where Christians are called to play a prophetic role as a 
minority community, the search for unity must encompass all people. The 
secular women’s movement in many societies is truly "ecumenical" - the unity 
we seek must be as inclusive. Unity is about affirming each other in 
plurality and diversity. This also calls on the WCC to be more than a 
"council of churches". 


To many in the group the work that the WCC has done through its dialogue work 
was important. The need to learn from the experience of the great living 
faiths was crucial particularly in the present global context of increasing 
fundamentalism, religious chauvinism and intolerance. Three important 
contributions of the WCC were specially named - the pre-Vancouver meeting on 
interfaith dialogue held in Mauritius, the global meeting of Women of 
Different Faiths in Dialogue held in Toronto in June 1988, and the study on 
Women, Religion and Sexuality: the Impact of Religious Teachings on Women. 
This focus needs to be continued and strengthened, it was recommended. 


The significance of the eucharist was affirmed. To many women it was 
distressing that we are still divided at the Lord’s Table. Eucharist, to some 
of the women, was a sign of sharing, a deep experience of the healing we 
receive in secular societies that are so badly in need of solidarity and 
community. To some others the divided table is an experience only when we 
meet at ecumenical gatherings. Can eucharistic unity ever be realised?, was 
the cry of some. We live in a broken world, the disunity of the church, its 
brokenness and inability to be a common voice of solidarity and sharing is far 
more important than our inability to share the table. 


We are divided by class, race and gender. We are divided by global economic 
and political injustice - if the eucharist and a common creed does not unite 
us, what can? We need to be re-born, each time we participate in the 
eucharist, if it is based on life in community - how can it become a 
celebration of community? To some eucharist is centred on life. We do not 
care what denomination or even faith we belong to when we celebrate the birth 
of a child - why then are we divided when we in the church celebrate this 
symbol of life? The clericalisation of the eucharist was criticised, as women 
from different regions shared empowering experiences they have had when 
celebrating the eucharist. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 
UK pounds; 53.50 US dollars; 65.90 Canadian dollars; 

75 Australian dollars; 77.50 Swiss francs; 89.50 New Zealand 
dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 310 French 
francs; 310 Swedish kronas; or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


REKKEKEKKKEKKEKKKEKKKEK 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


1993 18-22 March Executive Committee Geneva 
16-23 September Executive Committee Sweden 

1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


KKEKKEKEKKEKEKKKKKKEKEK 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2: 
- "Not a Solitary Way", a collection of evangelism stories from around 


the world, edited by Raymond Fung and Georges Lemopoulos. 
Price: 9.95 Swiss francs, 6.90 US dollars, or 3.95 UK pounds. 
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The EPS index for 1992 is available on request. However, if in previous 
years you have asked for a copy, your name is on our mailing list and you will 
automatically receive a copy. Please do not re-request. 
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WCC report commends African churches’ response to drought 


A report highlighting the implementation of the drought relief programmes in 
eleven eastern and southern African countries has just been released by the 
World Council of Churches Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service. 


Prepared by Pamela Greet, WCC’s drought consultant, the report outlines the 
progress of relief and related work by the World Council of Churches, the All 
Africa Conference of Churches and the national Christian councils in Botswana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, 
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


The report says the Botswana Christian Council has made steady progress in 
identifying sites for relief and recovery projects covering seven areas of 
Botswana to benefit about 3000 people in locally-initiated food-for-work 
activities. 


The document, however, says the picture in Kenya is not very good as the 
National Council of Churches in Kenya’s drought relief programme has not yet 
begun full operation in the eight identified districts due partly to lack of 
funds and because of a slow start in consultation and collaboration with the 
member churches at the local level. The report adds that some larger churches 
in the country have been helpful in organizing and facilitating relief 
distribution at the district level. 


In Lesotho, the report says the programme got off to a good start because of 
an early full subscription of the budget. In August 1992, added the report, 
the Christian Council of Lesotho began training volunteers to work at the 
distribution points. In Malawi, owing to the high level of experience among 
the Christian Council of Malawi staff, the programme has operated well. 


The Mozambican programme addresses specific needs in the water sector. 
According to the report, the programme there is fully funded with 188 376 US 
dollars already transferred for purchasing trucks and tractors for water 
transportation to affected areas. 


The report says the Namibian programme has not received much support probably 
"because the programme is focused on provision of logistical support for 
distribution of World Food Programme-donated food" which some donors see as 
a responsibility of the WFP or the Namibian government. However, the programme 
continues with plans to employ a logistics coordinator. 


The South African Council of Churches’ drought programme is the largest and 
most extensive plan supported through the WCC appeal. The report says there 
has been a minimal success achieved so far in raising the required funds for 
the programme there. "It can also be observed that the SACC programme covers 
a huge geographical area and extends the resources of the SACC’s support staff 
to their utmost". 


The report adds that numerous local church committees have been set up in 
Pretoria, Northern Transvaal, southern Free State and the Transkei. So far, 
adds the report, a total of 650 000 US dollars has been transferred to the 
SACC for the programme. 


In Swaziland, the late arrival of WFP food contributed to problems at the 
start of the programme, says the report. It says the total amount which was 
requested has been met, with 94 000 dollars already transferred to the Council 
of Swaziland Churches. 


In both Zambia and Tanzania, says the report, the programmes there have 
suffered different major setbacks. In Tanzania, support for the programme has 
not been forthcoming because "many donors said they were already supporting 
relief activities of member churches of the Christian Council of Tanzania and 
others did not believe that Tanzania was very hard hit". 


In Zambia, organizational and manpower problems have affected the 
implementation of the programme. The Christian Council of Zambia has been 
distributing relief food in the central and southern parts of the country. In 
Zimbabwe, some areas lost up to 90 percent of their livestock. Christian 
Care, the relief arm of the Council of Churches in Zimbabwe has been 
distributing relief food to the affected areas. [over] 
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Meanwhile, Raphael Temba, the AACC drought liaison officer, said (18 January) 
during a visit to the Ecumenical Centre, the Geneva headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches, that the major problem experienced by many national 
councils of churches in the affected countries is that they lacked structures 
to deal with the implementation of the drought programme. "As a result", he 
said, “many of them turned to the local churches to do the distribution which 
they did very well". 


He said another problem relief workers faced was how to identify relief food 
beneficiaries and what criteria to use. "You can’t distribute food to 
everyone, but how do you arrive at a criteria to use? Do you distribute food 
on the basis of those in receipt of a minimum wage or on the basis of who has 
not harvested any crop at all?". 


Temba commended the national councils of churches and the local churches for 
responding well to the drought situation in the affected countries. 


He said the AACC is now in the process of determining what rehabilitation and 
recovery programmes can be adopted in order to deal with the longer term 
impact of the drought. For example, he said, in some areas, water sources 
dried up completely and people there need to find new water sources. 


Drought preparedness is also another issue to be addressed by the AACC and 
this will involve, among other points, recommending changes in local 
traditional practices, introduction of drought resistant crops, and effective 
ways of preserving food. "This is the direction we at the AACC would like to 
see", he said. [EPS] 


| EPS 93.01.43 
Chikane says 1993 is "year of reckoning" for South Africa 


South African Council of Churches general secretary Frank Chikane told over 
200 participants in a colloquium on "South Africa in Transition from Apartheid 
to Democracy” (in Paris/France, 15-16 January) that one of the obstacles to 
a negotiated settlement to the South African impasse is the fear among whites 
of moving from a protected, privileged position by apartheid laws to a society 
where all will be equal before the law. 


Other obstacles, Chikane added, are that the ruling National Party is 
unwilling to surrender minority political control to the people of South 
Africa, and that the "homeland" leaders are afraid of losing power in a 
democratic election. As a result, most of them, he added, have resorted to 
resisting a settlement which does not constitutionally entrench their 
positions. 


He said other obstacles include fear within the military and other security 
wings that a new government would prosecute them for crimes committed in 
defence of apartheid. He also cited as an obstacle, fear among civil servants 
that they could lose their jobs under a new regime “especially because some 
of them got the jobs because of the apartheid system". 


He said that in the scramble for public support and influence by political 
groups following the repeal of apartheid laws, a "culture of intolerance and 
violence" and the “negation of people’s basic human rights of freedom of 
expression, association and of political authority" developed. 


Chikane said that although the year 1992 promised to be a historic year, 
especially following the launch of the Conference for a Democratic South 
Africa (CODESA), the events that unfolded during that period "failed to meet 
the expectation" of the people of South Africa. 


He said that several assumptions were made in relation to the negotiations, 
among them that the ruling party was ready to relinquish power. On the 
contrary, "our 1992 experience has shown that the National Party was not ready 
at all to relinquish power into the hands of the people of South Africa, 
whites and blacks". He added: "Their intention was to enter into negotiations 
to gain credibility to maintain power in a way that would be accepted by the 
international community and open doors to better international and economic 
relations". 


Chikane said there was consensus that 1993 is the year of "reckoning" for 
South Africa and cautioned that a failure to reach a settlement "could lead 
the country into irreversible chaos and destruction". [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.44 
Chung describes Canberra as her theological "coming out" 


During a recent visit to the Ecumenical Centre, the Geneva headquarters of the 
World Council of Churches, Korean Presbyterian theologian Chung Hyun-Kyung, 
whose controversial plenary presentation on the Holy Spirit at the WCC’s 
seventh assembly (in Canberra/Australia, 7-20 February, 1991) is still 
provoking reactions in ecumenical and other circles, talked with the Centre’s 
staff about her life and work. 


"Canberra was my theological ‘coming out’", said Chung. When she returned to 
Seoul, her own “immediate community of resistance" - including Minjung 
theologians and a grassroots women’s group - was strongly supportive. But she 
was heavily criticized by various churches and members of her own family who 
felt she had shamed them. With a busy schedule at Seoul Women’s University, 
it was difficult to respond to the flood of correspondence and articles, both 
approving and disapproving, from around the world. Another reason for not 
responding was Chung’s determination not to let herself "be defined by other 
people’s theological problems". 


Finally, she resolved to write a book that "builds on what I did in Canberra” 
and shares “what it means to receive this kind of emotional feedback". 
Entitled Epistle from Seoul: Gospel and Culture in Women’s Theology, the book 
she is currently working on at Harvard Divinity School will deal with 
syncretism and inculturation and incorporate insights from feminist, 
liberation and Asian people’s theologies. Its title was inspired by the 
thought that "in the south we are still living in apostolic times." 


Asked about interfaith relations, Chung said she was searching for a 
spirituality "that can respond to people’s immediate, everyday struggles, 
their yearning for justice, for harmony in the universe". Christian theology 
is "very compartmentalized", Chung feels. For example, it may have a cosmic 
focus but be blind to concrete struggles. Furthermore, "a Protestant church 
like mine has lost the silence, the symbols, the rituals". 


Her search for allies and models had led her to a Vietnamese Buddhist 
community in France that "with its spirituality of struggle for justice is 
full of peace". Another model was a Roman Catholic community in Korea which 
practises Zen meditation. "Rather than interfaith dialogue, it’s intrafaith 
practice," Chung suggested. "I forget whether we are Christians, Jews, 
Buddhists ... We are together for life". 


While she receives support from Western women theologians, Chung said that her 
dialogue partners are changing. The former "still use very technical language. 
I’m glad they’re trying to transform academia from within but it’s not my 
calling. I’m more interested in Third-World and US black women theologians". 


She no longer reads theological texts; for Chung, theological schools engage 
in "interpretation of interpretation of interpretation...". Although it wasn’t 
easy to let go her theological education, she now prefers poetry, paintings 
Or grassroots and black women’s theology. Denying the charge of anti- 
intellectualism, she asserts that "real knowing is something else. I want my 
students to have the kind of knowledge that is directly linked to 
transformation." In any case, "I’m not here to make my case against academic 
theology. I’m here: to help recover lost spirituality", Chung said. 


Theology, a listener suggested, is a means of communicating faith. It attempts 
to articulate in an orderly fashion "things which are ultimately not reducible 
to reason”. In response, Chung argued that while there is a place for such 
reflection, it is only one form of theology and, what is more, only those with 
special training can understand it. The problem, she said, is that Western 
academia claims to possess some kind of monopoly on how one should think about 
God and tries to impose it on others. Asked about her speaking engagements, 
Chung said her priority was women’s groups in the Third World where "I learn 
as much as I give!". She is a member of the Ecumenical Association of Third 
World Theologians. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.45 
South Africa: Carey opens Anglican meeting, urges fight against sin 


A joint meeting (18-30 January) of the primates (senior prelates) of the 
Anglican Communion and the Anglican Consultative Council - a group comprised 
of laity and clergy that meets every two to three years - was opened in Cape 
Town/South Africa (EPS 92.12.48) by Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey. 


Earlier, Archbishop Carey urged the church to attack sin that is the cause of 
the world’s social ills. Preaching to an estimated 3000 people (17 January), 
Carey said although the world has advanced greatly in both science and 
technology, it has never been "in more need of forgiveness". 


"We know that the benefits of these great achievements have not been fairly 
shared between us all; sometimes they have been won by a minority at the cost 
of depriving the majority. The benefits of science and technology have been 
hoarded by the few. Privilege and poverty have marred the success of these 
great scientific achievements", the Archbishop said. 


Saying that more people had been killed in this century, in the name of 
Communism and Nazism than in the previous nineteen centuries, the Archbishop 
said humankind has not progressed in morality and faith, and technical 
progression was at the expense of confidence in ethics. 


This century, he said, has seen "the most horrific evils imaginable". Despite 
modern technological advances, "we have not yet discovered any human answer 
to the fundamental sickness and selfishness and weakness in our nature that 
spoils our hopes and plans". 


Carey told his South African listeners that he knew "very little about your 
Church and your society, and I have no wish to pontificate about them". But, 
he added, "I would be surprised if there were no similarities between your 
problems and ours in Britain. We have acute social problems, unemployment, 
racial conflict, and homelessness. We are challenged in England to confront 
people with their real needs, with the underlying selfishness of people and 
their need of God’s power to help". 


On his arrival at the Cape Town airport on 16 January, the Archbishop said the 
world “has been encouraged by the progress made in South Africa" but that the 
world longed "to see the process completed and democracy established". 


The Archbishop said he was "thrilled about the end of the civil war in 
Mozambique and the independence of Namibia, but deeply concerned about renewed 
outbreaks of fighting in Angola, where the [Anglican] Church of the Province 
of Southern Africa has pastoral responsibilities". 


On 19 January, in response to a question on the situation in Iraq, Carey said 
the press had "ignored or neglected" that UN resolution 688 "is a resolution 
designed to protect the Iraqi people, the Kurds in the north and the Shiites 
in the south" (see related item in this issue EPS 93.01.63). He added: "And 
this has been at the very heart of the concern. I hope that the coalition 
won’t go beyond what they might consider to be preventive strikes, because 
there is always a danger of going over into war, and that of course we all 
would deeply regret ... ". [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.46 
Ecumenical bodies urge halt to bombings on Iraq 


The World Council of Churches has said the air strikes and missile attacks by 
the United States and its allies on targets near the city of Baghdad and its 
neighbourhood "have seriously escalated tensions in the Gulf region and the 
Middle East as a whole", according to a statement (18 January) signed by WCC 
General Secretary Konrad Raiser (see full text of statement in this issue EPS 
93.01.63). Meanwhile, leaders of four Protestant denominations in the US said 
(15 January) through the (US) National Council of Churches that "the resort 
to violence represents a failure ... of international processes of 
conciliation to be sure, but also, and most importantly, a human failure”. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.47 
UK: bishops act to avoid split over women priests (Robert Nowe11*) 


The Church of England’s house of bishops has gone a considerable way towards 
meeting the demands of those opposed to the ordination of women in an effort 
to avoid the church splitting on the question. But it seems that its proposals 
- agreed unanimously - do not go far enough to satisfy the dissidents. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, told a press conference in 
Manchester (14 January) that what the bishops had agreed would, they hoped, 
"provide a basis on which those who object to the ordination of women to the 
priesthood can continue to occupy an honoured place within the Church of 
England without compromising the general synod’s decision nor undermining the 
integrity of the church". 


The bishops’ report has proposed the appointment of up to three bishops (two 
in the province of Canterbury and one in the province of York) to act as 
provincial visitors. Their task would be to assist the diocesan bishop in 
making provision for opponents of women priests, both by providing sacramental 
ministry on behalf of the diocesan bishop and by acting as spokesman and 
adviser for opponents of women priests. 


In addition, the bishops suggested a number of informal arrangements whereby 
a diocesan bishop would authorize another bishop from within or from outside 
his own diocese to minister on his behalf to clergy and parishes with views 
differing from his own. But they insisted that the diocesan bishop must remain 
responsible for the pastoral care and oversight of everyone in his diocese. 
Nor could they accept the idea that "in some way those bishops and priests who 
participate in the ordination of women to the priesthood thereby invalidate 
their sacramental ministry". And they envisaged that any bishop appointed to 
assist in making sacramental provision for dissidents would remain in full 
communion with all members of the house of bishops whether or not the latter 
had ordained women priests. 


Further, the bishops remained determined that there should be _ no 
discrimination against opponents of women priests either in selection for 
ordination or in appointing priests to the episcopate or to other senior 
positions. But the Forward in Faith movement, which claims the support of over 
3400 priests (roughly a third of the Church of England’s clergy), was not 
exactly enthusiastic. Its chairman, John Broadhurst, issued a statement which 
began by quoting from the movement’s earlier statement on impaired communion 
which it sent to the bishops along with an open letter calling for "adequate 
and just provision for those unable to accept this change in the church’s 
doctrine and practice" - in other words, some form of alternative episcopal 
oversight. 


What they wanted was "a collective solution which will enable the gospel to 
be effectively preached to the nation in co-operation with those who do not 
share our opposition. Without some provision for alternative episcopal 
oversight we will all be in an impossible situation", the letter added. 


Their "minimum requirement", said the statement on impaired communion, was the 
continuation within the Church of England of orders and sacraments which 
remained unaffected by the proposed changes: "In our view there will need to 
be an assured succession of bishops who do not ordain women to the priesthood 
or recognize them as priests; liberty for clergy and parishes to associate 
themselves for all sacramental and pastoral purposes with those bishops; and 
places of theological education and training for the priesthood which respect 
the position of those whom such bishops recommend." 


Earlier, Broadhurst told BBC radio he was "a little perplexed" by the bishops’ 
proposals. "What the report seems to offer ... is the diocesan bishop’s right 
to choose whether people like me have a conscience which should be met or 
not", he said. "We actually need guarantees." 


It was Forward in Faith’s suggestion that they needed proper bishops who would 
have delegated authority and be theirs. "But it looks to me ... as if what is 
suggested are not proper bishops", he said. "They are bishops who can only 
function if the diocesan bishop actually gives them permission to." [over] 


women priests/2 


Asked if the proposals would add to the pressure on dissidents to leave the 
Church of England, he said: "I think it will add to the pressure." The 
whole thing depended on trust, but while he trusted most diocesan bishops 
there were one or two bishops "who have actually been very nasty to priests 
in my constituency, so it has been reported to me". 


Even more critical was one of the Church of England’s best-known opponents of 
women priests, the former Bishop of London, Graham Leonard, who described the 
proposals as "quite unsatisfactory" on three grounds. To begin with he could 
not see how bishops could conceivably operate in that kind of way. 


Secondly, there was a failure to understand that the problem for opponents of 
women priests was the relationship of communion to orthodoxy: it was not 
primarily a question of validity. "Traditionally in the early church, church 
fellowship was broken by heterodoxy, and it could only be restored by the 
achievement of doctrinal unity", he argued. 


What worried him was that the "heterodox" views lying behind the ordination 
of women to the priesthood, such as the attitude to creation, the attitude to 
scripture, and so on, were ignored completely. "For me the ordination of 
women to the priesthood is in a sense the last straw", he said. "It does 
represent what I believe are seriously unorthodox views which don’t accord in 
any case with the formularies of the Church of England. 


Finally, he held that the assurance of no discrimination did not accord with 
the legislation, which in his view meant that it would be contrary to the law 
for someone who could not accept the ordination of women to the priesthood to 
be consecrated a bishop. The experience of Canada and America, he added, 
showed that any assurances about working together were "totally unreliable". 
The Anglican Church in Canada, he said, had revoked its conscience clauses. 


"I think they are simply trying to patch over the rents they have caused", he 


said of the bishops’ proposals, "and it just won’t work. It certainly 
_- wouldn’t satisfy me, because basically the doctrinal differences which 
underlie it all are simply not being faced at all." And on the question of 


authority "the idea that the Church of England can claim to be maintaining the 
apostolic ministry and then go its own way seems to me quite bizarre". 


Asked what future there was for those members of the Church of England who 
could not accept women priests, he said he hoped that his idea of an Anglican 
uniate personal prelature which he put forward two months ago might provide 


the answer. "I can’t give you any details at the moment", he said. Lt BS 
can say is that Cardinal Hume has been extremely helpful and I am in very 
active conversations with him. I hope that something can be said fairly 
soon." He saw his plan "very much as a possible way forward". 


He did not feel a "continuing church" was the answer, "because you are merely 
setting up another source of authority". What was important was for them to 
look to a recognized and established body which represented the authority of 
the universal church. [EPS] 


(Robert Nowell is a UK-based freelance writer) 


EPS 93.01.48 
Espy, Idarous, highly regarded ecumenical leaders, are dead 


R.H. Edwin Espy, a former general secretary of the (US) National Council of 
Churches and a leader of the ecumenical movement for more than 40 years, died 
(17 January) in Philadelphia/USA. He was 84. Espy joined the NCC in 1955 and 
was general secretary from 1963 to 1973, a period when the ecumenical body's 
strong support for the civil rights movement provoked much controversy. From 
1965 to 1975, Espy served as the North American representative to the Joint 
Working Group which was created by the World Council of Churches and the 
Vatican in 1965 to consider a broad range of religious issues and 
relationships. Meanwhile, the Kenya-based All African Conference of Churches 
has announced the death of Mohamed Nat Abdul Idarous, 47, who since 1988 
worked as consultant for Interfaith Relations on secondment from the German- 
based Dienste in Ubersee. Idarous also worked as a research assistant with the 
wcc in Geneva before moving to the National Council of Churches of Kenya where 
he headed the department of theology from 1973 to 1975. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.49 
USA: Clinton’s presidency favourable to mainline churches? (rracy £ar1y’) 


The inauguration of former Arkansas Governor William Jefferson Clinton as 
president of the United States (20 January) seems to be giving US mainline 
churches an opportunity to step back inside the White House, after having been 
kept standing outside in the cold the past 12 years. 


They have been largely excluded during the two terms of President Ronald 
Reagan and the one term just ended of President George Bush. Although Reagan 
and Bush belong to NCC denominations, the Republican politics of their 
administrations generally moved contrary to the liberal domestic and 
international policies favoured in NCC circles. 


And though Clinton and his vice president, former Tennessee Senator Albert 
Gore, Jr, are both Southern Baptists and consequently outside the NCC 
membership, they adhere to the "moderate" wing of Southern Baptist life, 
rather than the "fundamentalist", and as Democrats advocate government 
policies more in harmony with those favoured by mainline church leaders. 


Clinton’s wife, Hillary, who is taking a prominent role on issues such as 
child services and health care, belongs to the United Methodist Church, an NCC 
communion, and has had contact with NCC leaders. 


Whereas few people in the Reagan or Bush administrations had any relationship 
with the NCC, several of those around Clinton have ties through environment, 
race relations or other programmes. 


Vernon Jordan, a member of an NCC denomination, the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and well acquainted with the NCC record on civil rights, 
headed Clinton’s transition team. He and other Clinton aides met with an NCC 
delegation 5 January, with discussion focused on common concern for urban 
renewal (EPS 93.01.31). 


For the prayers at the inauguration itself, Clinton invited Southern Baptist 
Evangelist Billy Graham, a regular at inaugurations since the 1950s. 


But the new order of status became clear at an interfaith inaugural worship 
service earlier in the day at Washington’s Metropolitan African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, a service arranged under Clinton’s supervision. Reagan and 
Bush were allied with figures of the "religious right" such as the Virginia 
independent Baptist pastor and television evangelist, Jerry Falwell. But no 
one from that sector was included in the Clinton service. 


Gardner Taylor, a retired black Baptist pastor, was the principal speaker, and 
other blacks also participated. Also, there were Little Rock/Arkansas pastors 
of the Clintons, Greek Orthodox Father Robert Stephanopoulos (father of 
Clinton’s press secretary, George Stephanopoulos), a Jesuit professor who 
taught Clinton, a Little Rock rabbi and black Muslim leader, Wallace Muhammed. 
Another speaker was NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell, who 
participated in the meeting with Jordan and was promised help in arranging a 
meeting with the President himself. "We do not yet have a place at the table 
as one of the family", she says. "But we have a foot in the door." 


The mainline churches, she adds, are not now trying to be “in" with the 
intention of excluding other sectors of the religious community. She is rather 
proposing that the Clinton administration name a diversified religious 
advisory body that would help it maintain relationships with all religious 
groups of the United States. [EPS] 


(Tracy Early is a New York-based freelance writer) 


EPS 93.01.50 
Switzerland: Reformed meeting on the Ukraine discusses aid 


A roundtable meeting of churches which have been traditional partners of the 
Reformed Church in the Carpatho-Ukraine was held (11 January) in Gwatt, 
Switzerland. The meeting was convened by the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches and Swiss Protestant Interchurch Aid (HEKS) at the request 
of the Bishop of the Ukrainian church. Discussions centred on how the 
witness of the Reformed Church in the Ukraine may be strengthened in this new 
era of their country. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.51 
International boycott of Nestlé to be intensified 


At a meeting in London (2 December), delegates of the International Nestlé 
Boycott Committee (INBC), representing 14 countries, called for 
intensification of the boycott of Nestlé products. Despite its promises in 
1984 to restrict its marketing practices, Nestlé - which controls over 50 per 
cent of the $8 billion world baby milk market - still uses tactics such as 
free supplies, inducements to doctors, direct advertising and misleading 
information for health care workers and governments, often under the guise of 
breastfeeding promotion, to maintain and expand its market share, according 
to a press release from INBC. Speakers at the meeting included Robert Smith, 
Director of UNICEF UK, and Archdeacon of Leicester David Silk, who supported 
a motion by the Oxford Diocesan Synod urging the General Synod to challenge 
the church commissioners to sell the Church of England’s £1.69 million shares 
in the company if Nestlé does not end its promotion of baby milk. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.52 
Romania: creation of council of churches imminent 


The annual meeting of representatives of ecumenical Councils of Churches in 
Europe took place (19-22 November) in Berlin. The meeting, coordinated by the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC), serves as a forum for ecumenical 
leaders to exchange information and share common concerns. In view of the 
increasing full membership of the Roman Catholic church in national councils 
of churches, a representative of the Council of European [Roman Catholic] 
Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE) attended for the first time. Participants welcomed 
news of the forthcoming creation of a council of churches in Romania, and also 
of the formation (on 15 December) of the Christian Council of Churches of 
Sweden. Its membership will include the Lutheran Church of Sweden, the Free 
Churches, the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox churches. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.53 
Romania: theological institute honours six theologians 


The United Protestant Theological Institute in Cluj-Napoca, a training centre 
for pastors of the Reformed, Lutheran and Unitarian churches of the country, 
for the first time has granted honorary doctorates to six outstanding foreign 
theologians. They are J6rg Jeremias (Germany), Hans-Christoph Schmidt-Lauber 
(Austria), Laszl6 G. Terray (Norway), Kalman Ujszaszy (Hungary), Istvan T6r6k 
(Hungary), and a Unitarian professor from the United States. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.54 
Netherlands: Old Catholic bishops decry racism 


According to a press release issued after its meeting in Hilversum (24 
November), the Synod of the Old Catholic church of the Netherlands has called 
on the associated churches of the Union of Utrecht to condemn the reappearance 
of racism, antisemitism and xenophobia in Europe in their preaching, ministry 
and social practice. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.55 
Ecumenical church body celebrates golden jubilee 


The National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) celebrates its 50th 
anniversary in 1993 and throughout the year plans to mark the occasion by 
sensitizing the public and promoting the work of the council by organizing 
various activities such as public lectures, exhibitions, seminars and 
workshops, drama and song, culminating in celebrations to take place in 
October. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.56 
Nobel prize winners call for peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina 


The Christian Information Service in Zagreb reports that 83 Nobel prize 
winners in various fields have signed a call for peace (between May 1992 and 
January 1993) in Bosnia-Herzegovina. In their call, they ask all governments 
to use their influence against the aggression, to secure the delivery of 
humanitarian aid and to be aware of the probability of the war spreading. 
They condemn Serbia for its policy of ethnic cleansing and indicate Belgrade 
to be the epicentre of instability in the Balkans. In conclusion, they appeal 
to western countries to open their borders to refugees from the conflict. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.57 
Vatican: British Methodist leader meets pope 


The President of the British Methodist Conference, Kathleen M. Richardson, has 
visited the Vatican for an audience with Pope John Paul II. It is believed 
to be the first occasion that a pope has received a female head of a church. 
Richardson was accompanied at the audience by Brian E. Beck, secretary of the 
British Methodist Conference and the church’s president-designate. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.58 
Norway: churches protest proposed abolition of religious holiday 


Church of Norway News reports (December 1992) that as a measure to help the 
Norwegian economy, the government has proposed to abolish Ascension Day as a 
public holiday. The proposal has elicited protests both from the church and 
political parties. In a counter-proposal, the National Council of the Church 
of Norway has suggested that a non-religious holiday ("Gro-day", named after 
Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland) be revoked instead. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.59 
Norway: new ecumenical body established 


The Christian Council of Norway was established (14 December) by six of 
Norway’s largest Christian religious communities, according to Church of 
Norway News. Membership in the new ecumenical body is open to all Christian 
communities in Norway. The new council will replace the Norwegian Council 
of Evangelical Churches and Congregations which will be dissolved during the 
spring. The six founding members are The Church of Norway, the Roman 
Catholic Church in Norway, the Baptist Union of Norway, the United Methodist 
Church in Norway, the Norwegian Salvation Army, and the Mission Covenant 
Church of Norway. Per Midteide, general secretary of Norwegian Church Aid 
and leader of the initiative, has been chosen to lead an interim board of the 
new church council until its first council meeting scheduled for next 20 
September. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.60 
Survey finds British parliamentarians favour church-state separation 


Adventist News Review reports that according to a survey conducted by a London 
research group, a majority of British members of parliament are in favour of 
separating the Church of England from the government. Criticism of the 
Conservative government policies in recent years by church leaders has led to 
calls for the separation. At present, changes in the church’s policy require 
approval by parliament, some of whose members are not Christian let alone 
members of the Church of England. For example, the church’s recent approval 
of the ordination of women to the priesthood will have to be ratified by 
parliament and Queen Elizabeth II before it can go into effect. The Church 
of England has been headed by the British monarch since King Henry VIII 
separated it from the Roman Catholic Church in the 16th century. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.61 
Cuba: youth celebrate Christmas 


The Christian Association of Youth in Cuba celebrated a Christmas programme 
in the "Hubert de Blansk" theatre in Havana. The programme included five 
youth music groups, and Bible and poetry readings. One group of children 
made a representation of the birth of Christ accompanied by choirs from the 
Presbyterian church. The programme closed with the public singing the hymn 
"Noche de Paz" (Night of Peace). This was the first time since 1959 that 
such an event happened in Havana. Hector Mendez, secretary general of the 
association and a member of the WCC Central Committee, expressed his hope that 
new doors would be opened for proclaiming the gospel in Cuba. [EPS] 


EPS 93.01.62 
Sierra Leone: hospital attacked 


Nine people were killed in a Christmas Day attack by rebels from Liberia on 
the Nixon Memorial Hospital at Segbwema in Sierra Leone. The hospital, which 
is supported by the British Methodist Church Overseas Division, has been 
forced to close indefinitely. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.63 
Ecutext: WCC Statement on the Iraqi Conflict 


The following statement on events in the Middle East was made on Monday 18 
January by World Council of Churches General Secretary Konrad Raiser. It was 
released prior to the news of the third attack on targets in Iraq by US, 
British and French warplanes on 18 January. 


Missile attacks Sunday 17 January on targets near the city of Baghdad and its 
neighbourhood launched from warships of the United States, airstrikes by US 
warplanes accompanied by French and British attack aircraft earlier in the 
week and midair confrontations during which two Iraqi military aircraft were 
reportedly shot down have seriously escalated tensions in the Gulf region and 
the Middle East as a whole. 


The World Council of Churches deplores the loss of human lives as it deeply 
regrets the chain of events which led to this new military action. It appeals 
urgently to Presidents Saddam Hussein and Bush to desist immediately from 
further threats or hostile acts which could lead to a new conflagration. 


We urge the Government of Iraq to comply immediately and fully with the 
resolutions of the United Nations Security Council. We urge the Security 
Council to ensure that it and it alone remains fully responsible for all steps 
taken in its name to enforce its terms, as it spares no diplomatic efforts to 
achieve these ends. 


The impasse also continues over the expulsion, by Israel, of more than 400 
Palestinians from the Occupied Territories in contravention of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention. In this case, the State of Israel consistently refuses to 
comply with the demand of the United Nations Security Council (Resolution 799, 
18 December 1992) to ensure the safe and immediate return to the occupied 
territories of all those deported, or to cooperate with representatives of the 
Secretary General sent to seek its implementation. 


The WCC has appealed to Prime Minister Rabin to respect this resolution, 
underscoring to him its conviction that collective punishment not only 
violates international law, but militates against a negotiated peace in the 
Middle East. 


Recognizing the increased and growing importance of the United Nations 
Security Council, its credibility can only be maintained when its resolutions 
are acted upon and enforced with equality and determination. 


Over the past year significant progress has been made towards reaching a 
viable Middle East peace, including direct negotiations between Israel, the 
Arab states and representatives of the Palestinian people. The United States 
Government has played a leading constructive role in promoting, arranging and 
hosting several of these talks. 


Peace in the Gulf and for the whole of the Middle East, where more than one 
state either possesses or has the capacity to produce nuclear weapons, becomes 
more urgent every day. The WCC Canberra Assembly (1991) called for the 
initiation of a conference on peace, security and cooperation in the Middle 
East with the equal participation of all interested states and peoples, as a 
means of achieving a just peace, mutual recognition and effective guarantees 
for the security of all. 


The pursuit of the elusive but possible goal of peace requires true courage 
and wise patriotism. To this noble task, in the name of the Prince of Peace, 
we call now with insistence the leaders of Iraq, the Arab States, the United 
States and its allies, Israel and the United Nations Security Council. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.01.64 
Ecuview: The Situation in Cambodia (soyce menulty) 


This abridged text was prepared for presentation at a fund raising event for 
Cambodia held in Geneva on 11 December 1992. McNulty is on the Asia desk of 
the World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit IV -— Sharing and Service. 


A vast operation is presently being carried out by the United Nations 
following a peace agreement signed on 23 October 1991 in Paris. The agreement 
was for a “comprehensive political settlement", which meant in effect full 
inclusion of the four factions involved in the conflict, including the Khmer 
Rouge and their notorious leaders who were responsible for the Cambodian 
holocaust. Elections are planned for May 1993, and the timescale is very 
short, but so far the Khmer Rouge have refused to honour the agreement to 
which they were co-signatories. Meanwhile they have been allowed legally to 
settle again in Cambodia and in fact have an office within the grounds of the 
Royal Palace. They are entrenched in an area of the country round Palin to 
which, in contravention of the agreement, they refuse access by UNTAC (United 
Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia), thus preventing the registration 
of voters there, and from where they are selling rubies and logs to 
businessmen in Thailand. ... 


In the territory governed by the State of Cambodia and the other two factions 
the UNTAC task of ensuring a neutral environment for the elections is also 
seriously in jeopardy. There is intimidation and political violence, there 
have been several grenade attacks and a number of killings for political 
reasons. 


The impact of the enormous UNTAC presence on the country has meant that prices 
have risen tremendously, disadvantaging the poor, while anyone with a house 
or skills which are marketable is endeavouring to make as much out of these 
advantages as possible while the opportunity lasts. Investors from other Asian 
countries have also been quick to take advantage of money-making activities, 
which will not in any way assist the Khmer people, and even labourers from 
Vietnam and Thailand are coming in and taking up employment opportunities 
which might otherwise be available to the local people. The promises of 
multilateral aid given at the time of the peace agreement have not yet 
materialised. The government, which up to 1989 was under a UN international 
embargo and receiving funding only from the USSR, which then dried up, is 
bankrupt and selling off timber and other assets, or printing more banknotes 
in order to be able to operate, while the infrastructure in the rest of the 
country is rapidly deteriorating and money for essential services non- 
existent. Corruption of officials adds to the problems. Furthermore, according 
to the peace agreement, once the election is over and the new government in 
office, UNTAC will withdraw, an arrangement which does not seem to hold much 
promise ... 


Meanwhile, Cambodia is lacking in many essential institutions. There is no 
judiciary, no trained lawyers, no due process of law or _ procedural 
legislation. UNTAC Human Rights Component finds itself faced with an enormous 
task, including the need for human rights education of officials and the 
general public which can only very partially be accomplished before the 
elections. Secondly, apart from two newspapers recently started in Phnom Penh 
by foreign investors there is no independent press or other media. 


The problem of the mines is really very worrying. Daily, people are maimed or 
killed. For lack of resources and especially of supervisors, the work of the 
Demining Component of UNTAC is going ahead extremely slowly. What is more, it 
is said that even now more mines are being laid. In the rainy season the mines 
get moved about so that nobody really knows where they are. A considerable 
input of funds and technical knowhow over a number of years (20 years has been 
suggested) will be needed before any real improvement of the situation can be 
expected, and even then there will still be danger. This serious problem of 
the mines has complicated the task of resettlement of returning refugees from 
the border areas, although this programme has gone ahead very well and been 
well organized. However, because of the mines, not sufficient land is 
available to permit each returning family two hectares of land as was 
originally proposed, and alternative choices have been offered, which in some 
cases could be a source of difficulty later, for example provision to families 
of housebuilding materials and food for one year but no means of livelihood, 
which could mean a serious risk of hardship for the returnees once the year’s 
food supply is finished. [EPS] 
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Ecuview: Women on the Vision and Common Understanding of the WCC 


This is the last of a two-part summary of discussions at a meeting of 16 women 
who have been active at different stages of the life of the ecumenical 
movement and the WCC, held 17-20 September 1992, Geneva/Switzerland. The first 
part apperared as EPS 93.01.41. 


The language used in WCC documents related to unity was discussed. To women 
they are often alienating, as they are too academic and do not respond to the 
life experiences of communities at the local level. 


The use of generalisations and artificially unifying principles in order to 
accommodate all was a concern, regarding all WCC statements and documents. 
Is there a need for a "common" language?, was the question raised. How can 
the different experiences and visions emanating from different quarters be 
affirmed and included? 


To the women the main concern was that the study must begin with the grass- 
root ecumenical experiences of the people. Local ecumenism, which is often 
life and community centred must be the starting point for any understanding 
of the WCC. The search for a common vision assumes that a consensus of 
opinions is necessarily reached. 


wcc means different things to different people, according to their needs and 
contexts - this contributes to its dynamism and relevance, and therefore this 
is what must be safeguarded. One common understanding seems to assume that 
we have decided to stay together - it overlooks the schisms that still exist 
in a broken church. ... 


On women’s visions for the future. 


- that the ecumenical movement and WCC will give expression to the 
oikoumene we have spoken of - a community that celebrates its diversity and 
plurality, where the gifts and visions of all will be welcomed. 


- that the participation of women will be affirmed so that the 
theological and spiritual visions of women will be integrated fully into the 
life of the ecumenical movement and more specifically into the WCC. 


- that the struggles of all marginalised groups will come to the centre 
of the life of the ecumenical movement - that the interlinkage of struggles 
will be affirmed, rather than a tendency to hierarchalise suffering. 


- that the ecumenical movement and WCC intensify its efforts at playing 
a reconciling and renewing role as societies and churches fall apart in 
different parts of the world. 


- that the role of the WCC in human rights efforts be intensified, and 
that the churches speak out with greater unity and courage against violations 
in different parts of the world, rather than be silenced by groups or 
interests in countries. 


- that there will be true sisterhood of women - recognising that we 
still remain divided by human boundaries of class, race, religion and region, 
that do tend to keep women apart. 


- that the WCC will recognise that women of the world are exhausted, 
holding societies and sometimes churches together, and that it will continue 
to play a healing role in the world, specifically with women. 


- that the end of the Decade will be a time of celebration (and not of 
mourning!) because the churches will have moved forward in their commitment 
and faithfulness to the women of the world. 


- that a true community of women and men will be realised, both in 
church and in society so that there will be no more need to set apart Decades 
for Solidarity of the Churches with Women. [EPS] 


Ol” 


CUMENCAL PRESS SERVIC A 


x: 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Phone: (41-22) 7916515 Fax: (41-22) 7981346 Telex: 415730 OIKCH_ Editor: Ken Sililo Mubu 


(60/04) 
(02/10) 
Ur CHURCHES 
C joao S 
POR. TEE PER LOD O0L-10 \REBRUARY ,1993 

Release of Armenian, Azerbaijani prisoners urged 2. 02e07 
Churches expand relief efforts in ex-Yugoslavia 02 
Hungarian church aid expanding services to refugees “3 
Figures of Lutherans around the world released .04 
Russia: Orthodox, Methodists work to defuse tension OS 
Taiwan: Three Presbyterians elected to parliament . 06 
Middle East church body greets Clinton 5 Ons 
Colombia: Paramilitary groups threatening the poor .08 
South Africa: Catholic bishops on democracy Bike 
USA: Church meeting on the cities held a0 
Cuba: Churches experiencing revival hil 
Norway: First Nordic Lutheran woman bishop elected re 
Karekin of the Lebanese Armenian Church visits Iran | 3 
South Africa: Carey meets de Klerk, peace on agenda 14 
Hungary: Church leaders on new abortion law ee) 
Switzerland: UN Human Rights Commission meets oi. 6. 
Hong Kong: Meeting of national Christian councils apy 
WCC consultation on arms transfers held we 
USA: Lutheran congregation in infant communion Bf 
Argentina: Torture and police violence denounced 20 
Deaths of three ecumenical leaders announced per 
Churches urged to play their part in ex-Yugoslavia 22 
Hawaiian delegation visits WCC eas 
Ecutext : Statement of Armenian, Azerbaijan religious leaders 24 


nenical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
Norld Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
ssarily those of the WCC or the partners. 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 60 / Issue 04 


Sie ele Coals 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 
UK: pounds; 53.50 USmdollars 65. 90.Canadians dolilara- 

75 Australian dollars; Vidi sewess ot rancsy 89.50 New Zealand 
dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 310 French 
francs; 310 Swedish kronas; or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


REEKEKEKKKEKREKRKKEEKE 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


1993 18-22 March Executive Committee Geneva 
16-23 September Executive Committee Sweden 

1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 
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The EPS index for 1992 is available on request. However, if in previous 
years you have asked for a copy, your name is on our mailing list and you will 
automatically receive a copy. Please do not re-request. 
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EPS 93.02.01 
Release of Armenian, Azerbaijani prisoners urged 


A joint appeal for the unconditional release of all hostages and the humane 
treatment of prisoners of war in the conflict over Nagorno-Karabagh was issued 
(9 February) in Geneva, Switzerland. 


The appeal by His Holiness Vasken I, Supreme Catholicos of All Armenians and 
Sheikh-ul-Islam Pasha-zadeh, chairman of the Board of the Caucasian Muslims, 
was contained in a joint communique signed in Montreux, Switzerland, at the 
conclusion of a three-day dialogue between these spiritual heads of the 
principal religious communities of Armenia and Azerbaijan (see full text of 
communique in this issue EPS 93.02.24). 


The religious leaders met at a meeting convened by Konrad Raiser, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches (WCC) in cooperation with Jean 
Fischer, general secretary of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) . 


The Sheik-ul-Islam Pasha-zadeh and Catholicos Vasken I also called upon the 
Armenian and Azerbaijani authorities to cooperate on the peace negotiations 
in Nagorno-Karabakh, which are taking place within the framework of the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), and international 
efforts at the United Nations and other international bodies, aimed at 
bringing a just and speedy end to the bloodshed in the region. 


"By the grace of God and thanks to the remarkable spiritual qualities of these 
two highly-respected religious leaders, agreement has been reached not on 
platitudes but on fundamental issues related to peace between these two 
nations," commented Raiser, who chaired the meeting. "We believe that their 
courageous act of coming together at a time when the peoples in their lands 
are suffering so terribly is a significant sign of hope and a symbol that 
people of faith must risk trust if they hope to follow the God of peace." 


The two religious leaders have also agreed on practical measures to help the 
suffering people on all sides. They decided to set up a "United International 
Humanitarian Fund" which would assist those caught up in the conflict without 
regard to their faith or nationality. 


The WCC was asked by the two leaders to provide auspices for the fund, in 
cooperation with the International Islamic Council for Daw’a and Relief, which 
was also represented at the meeting. Raiser noted that the WCC has "agreed to 
pursue this possibility as a part of the commitment we have made to continue 
to assist these leaders in putting their resolve into practice", starting with 
the many women and children rendered homeless and destitute as a result of the 
war. 


The meeting in Montreux took place following a series of visits from the 
ecumenical organisations to Armenia since the outbreak of the present conflict 
and particularly as a result of a joint WCC/CEC team visit in November 1992, 
when members were able to journey in both Armenia and Azerbaijan. 


Nagorno-Karabagh, one of the major sources of conflict between the Armenians 
and Azerbaijanis, is an enclave within the territory of Azerbaijan. About 80 
percent of the enclave’s 188 000 population are Armenian. The territory was 
separated from Armenia with a strip of territory and granted to Azerbaijan in 
1921. In January 1989, the then-Soviet central authorities placed the 
territory under a Special Administrative Committee under the authority of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet, ending 68 years of Azerbaijan administration of the 
enclave. In November of the same year, under pressure from Azerbaijan, the 
Special Administration Committee was dismissed and Nagorno-Karabagh returned 
to Azerbaijan administration. Soon after, Armenians in and around Nagorno- 
Karabagh unilaterally declared their enclave independent. Since then, a state 
of war has existed between Armenians and Azeris in and around Nagorno- 
Karabagh. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.02.02 
Churches expand relief efforts in ex-Yugoslavia 


While international efforts to restore peace in the former Yugoslavia are 
being frustrated by continuing sieges and conflicts and new outbreaks of 
violence, church and ecumenical agencies are expanding their efforts to 
provide relief to embattled civilians in the area. A 28 January situation 
report by WCC Emergencies Officer Nico Keulemans offers a detailed overview 
of the material assistance (food, medicine, clothing, blankets and shelter) 
sent by the Council’s ecumenical partners to the area since late 1991 and 
outlines some of the challenges for the future. 


The report follows a mid-January meeting in Geneva attended by church relief 
workers from the former Yugoslavia and representatives of ecumenical partners 
(EPS 93.01.29). After sharing information about their current activities in 
the affected region, participants made recommendations in four areas related 
to humanitarian relief: a priority focus on Bosnia-Herzegovina, both 
increasing the flow of aid and empowering local initiatives; solidarity with 
women, building on recommendations of several ecumenical women’s teams who 
went to Croatia and Serbia to investigate reports of the use of rape as a 
weapon of war (EPS 93.01.02); contingency measures in case the conflict should 
spread to such areas as Kosovo and Macedonia; and closer collaboration with 
and greater support from the United Nations in its peace-keeping, protective 
and humanitarian work. 


Churches and ecumenical organizations abroad are also pursuing efforts to 
promote the role of religious leaders and communities in the war-torn region 
as advocates of nonviolence, negotiation, tolerance of others and compassion, 
and to encourage them to be visibly engaged in rehabilitation and 
reconciliation. The latest in a series of ecumenical visits to the former 
Yugoslavia was made by an eight-member team of the Council of Churches for 
Britain and Ireland during the last week of January (see related story, EPS 
93 iO 2nd 


The WCC situation report cites estimates that.the conflict has left some four 
million people either under siege and isolated or driven from their homes as 
internally displaced people or refugees. Half of these are in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina; 900,000 more are in Croatia, 600,000 in Serbia and 500,000 in 
other former Yugoslav republics and Hungary. The continuation of the conflict, 
the report says, makes delivery of relief supplies difficult and in some cases 
impossible; and the plight of the affected people is presently being 
aggravated by winter conditions. 


The bulk of ecumenical relief thus far has gone to Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, and has been facilitated by international ecumenical bodies and 
church-related agencies in France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Switzerland and 
the United States. Because of the war, most ecumenical relief to Bosnia- 
Herzegovina is channelled either through Serbia or Croatia. Coordination, at 
first "loose" according to the WCC report, is gradually increasing, though the 
January meeting underlined the need for greater contact between local and 
international organizations "to identify needs and determine priorities and 
possibilities". 


Following the WCC’s original emergency appeal in September 1991, the first 
ecumenical efforts were aimed at Croatia. A central role in relief there has 
been played by Lutheran World Service, which placed a coordinator in Zagreb 
in February 1992. Notable efforts have also been undertaken by the Baptist 
Union relief organization "My Neighbour". 


Besides donations from various Lutheran churches, LWF relief consignments have 
been supported by gifts from ecumenical aid agencies in the Netherlands, 
Switzerland and the US. Direct assistance to congregations in Croatia has come 
from the Italian Federation of Protestant Churches and Hungarian Interchurch 
Aid, with the latter also providing supplies and transportation for Lutheran 
World Service and the German agency Diakonisches Werk. [over] 


relief/2 


A working group from Italian Protestant congregations in Trieste has purchased 
and transported food and other relief supplies, mostly using volunteers with 
private cars and small trucks. 


Until mid-1992, the report says, refugee relief in Serbia was carried out by 
the Orthodox Church, mainly with the support of Serbian Orthodox communities 
overseas. In August the WCC sent a consultant to Belgrade for three months to 
help coordinate ecumenical relief. Large donations of relief supplies from 
church and government sources have come from the US through Church World 
Service, United Methodist Church Relief and International Orthodox Christian 
Charities, which is now setting up personnel assistance on the spot to help 
professionalize the Serbian Orthodox Church relief structure and 
administration. 


Through Hungarian Inter-Church Aid and the Serbian Orthodox Church the Swiss 
Protestant aid agency HEKS/EPER has sent large consignments of relief to 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. In addition, the French ecumenical agency CIMADE has taken 
part in four convoys to Sarajevo. 


The report says ecumenical relief efforts in Voivodina have been less 
extensive. The Serbian Orthodox Church has provided a share of its food, 
clothes and medicine to parishes and hospitals there. Reformed, Lutheran, 
Methodist and other Protestant churches have distributed some supplies to 
refugees in Voivodina, who are mostly staying with host families rather than 
in refugee camps. It is hoped that a joint ecumenical relief organization can 
be formed in Novi Sad to replace these individual efforts. Although there are 
tens of thousands of refugees also in Kosovo, Montenegro and Macedonia, the 
report says, no ecumenical assistance has reached these areas yet. 


Most of the money channelled for relief to the former Yugoslavia has covered 
purchase and transportation of food, medicines, hygienic supplies, clothing 
and blankets (including US$1.26 million worth supplied by Church World 
Service). But there have also been considerable funds transferred for 
building, repairing and insulating schools, homes and facilities for children, 
disabled people and the elderly. The Italian federation brought children from 
a home in Pola for a two-week summer camp in Italy, which gave special 
attention to the diet of the children, almost all of whom were suffering from 
malnutrition. 


While focussing on measures to relieve immediate physical needs, the WCC 
situation report notes that the prevalence of gross human rights violations 
in the conflict means that long-term care will be needed even after armed 
hostilities cease. Hundreds of thousands of people have been traumatized by 
their experience, it says, and "many cases will only come out gradually and 
many only much later. Their treatment also is primarily if not entirely a 
matter for local doctors and other local specialists with appropriate external 
support and solidarity given in a discreet way." 


The report from the January meeting identified several "hopes for 
reconstruction" suggested by persons who have been engaged in relief work in 
the former Yugoslavia. 


These include the need for UN protected "zones of peace" within which civic 
reconstruction can take place; maintaining the commitment to a multi-ethnic 
society, with special sensitivity to the needs of Muslims whose culture and 
identity has been gravely threatened by "ethnic cleansing"; and encouragement 
of long-term economic self-sufficiency and social security, while not 
withdrawing relief work too quickly when signs of normal conditions appear. 


The report went on to underline the need for peace with justice, saying that 
"the violations and abominations which have characterized so many parts of the 
conflict throughout former Yugoslavia. call for clear condemnation by 
international tribunals. While refusing impunity for the guilty, one must also 
work for true reconciliation, avoiding revenge and restoring dialogue." 
Finally, it said, "the churches within former Yugoslavia and abroad should 
speak unambiguously against all violence and in compassion for all." [EPS] 
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Hungarian church aid expanding services to refugees 


Hungarian Inter-Church Aid (HIA) is expanding its capabilities for refugee 
service according to a report from the ecumenical agency based in Budapest. 


HIA has added a trained sociologist experienced in family counselling to its 
staff of twenty, and is also making available basic professional legal advice 
and orientation at its Budapest social centre, where most of the refugees 
served are persons who have fled the war in the former Yugoslavia. Support for 
these new initiatives has come from church aid agencies in northern and 
western Europe, including a seconded refugee staff member from the Swiss 
Protestant aid agency HEKS/EPER, and from the Hungarian office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees and government welfare and refugee offices. 


Since its opening in mid-December, the new ecumenical social centre in 
Budapest has provided assistance to hundreds of poor and homeless people. In 
its first six weeks of operation the centre received more than a hundred 
people a day, provided clothes and food to about a thousand persons and served 
about two thousand hot meals. The centre hopes in the future also to offer 
free emergency medical service on a voluntary basis. 


At the beginning of February HIA began an eight-weekend course in refugee and 
social work in an effort to build up a voluntary social and diaconal network 
in the country. The report says that despite the immense social problems in 
Hungary, the agency also organized a collection for hungry people in Somalia 
"in order symbolically to arouse awareness of needy people elsewhere". By the 
end of January, congregations of various denominations, individuals and 
companies had donated about DM 4000 to be sent to Protestant aid agencies in 
Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 93:02.04 
Figures of Lutherans around the world released 


Statistics newly released by the Lutheran World Federation put the total 
number of Lutherans in the world in 1992 at 58.3 million, of whom 54.4 million 
belong to the 114 churches related to the LWF. The figures are based on 
information supplied by the churches. 


Worldwide, fifteen LWF churches and one non-LWF church (the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod in the US) have more than a million members. Largest is the 
Church of Sweden (7.6 million members), followed by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (5.2 million). Germany is the country with the largest 
number of Lutherans; its fifteen Lutheran churches have a combined membership 
Gf%14. 8 mil Vion: 


The total number of Lutherans recorded by the LWF in 1991 was 58.7 million. 
The LWF release notes that some churches changed the basis of their data 
during 1992. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.05 
Russia: Orthodox, Methodists work to defuse tension 


Officials of the United Methodist Church in the US and the Russian Orthodox 
Church agreed at a January meeting in Moscow to form a joint committee to help 
defuse tensions over Methodist work in Russia. 


Religious News Service says the meeting grew out of Orthodox concern about the 
influx of Protestant evangelistic groups into Russia since the breakup of the 
Soviet Union. Methodist Christian unity commission general secretary Bruce 
Robbins told RNS that while "the Russian Orthodox Church sees United 
Methodists in a different category from the multitude of religious groups", 
Patriarch Alexy II had expressed some concern about their work there. [over] 


orthodox - methodists/2 


A joint statement said the Moscow meeting covered "recent developments between 
both churches, including United Methodist humanitarian aid, congregational 
development and the establishment of a United Methodist episcopal office in 
Moscow". It resulted "in a recommitment to the longstanding relationship" of 
the two churches "as ecumenical partners, especially in the World Council of 
Churches". 


Last August the United Methodists appointed Ruediger Minor as head of the 
Moscow episcopal office, which had been authorized earlier in 1992 by the 
church’s general conference. Minor’s task is to work on Methodist 
congregational development in the former USSR and to continue to foster 
relationships with the Russian Orthodox Church, especially in the area of 
humanitarian aid. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.06 
Taiwan: three Presbyterians elected to parliament 


Asian Ecumenical News Service reports that three members of the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan were elected to the 161-member legislature in December. All 
belong to the opposition Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), which took 31 per 
cent of the 125 open seats, compared to 53 per cent for Kuomintang candidates. 
Thirty-six seats in the legislature represent national and overseas Chinese, 
and are appointed by parties according to their share of the vote. Two 
Catholic candidates were also elected -- one a DPP member, the.other an 
indigenous Taiwanese standing as an independent. 


The poll was Taiwan’s second full legislative election in 40 years. The ten- 
day campaign period passed smoothly, with little violence, though there were 
some allegations of irregularities. The ruling Kuomintang party, says AENS, 
"is known for its traditional vote-rigging and often-bloody post-election 
incidents". [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.07 
Middle East church body greets Clinton 


The general secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches has sent 
greetings "on behalf of the churches in the lands where Christianity began" 
to US President Bill Clinton. In a letter shortly after the president’s 
inauguration, Gabriel Habib said "we see in your inauguration a sign of hope 
for a better future. We long for a new leadership in the US, a leadership that 
could transform political and military pragmatism based upon narrow concepts 
of self-interest and national security into a real solidarity and sharing 
between nations and peoples." Saying that Middle East churches "hope for a new 
era in American policy towards our region", Habib said they are "grieved that 
the promised ‘new order’ in this region is one that continues to rely on 
military force", resulting in "new tensions and war". Many in the region see 
the US as displaying a double standard, according to the general secretary, 
"advocating freedom and equality for its own citizens while supporting 
military occupation and unrepresentative regimes abroad". 


Habib told Clinton that "the people of the Middle East continue to suffer from 
division, economic underdevelopment, various forms of discrimination, military 
occupation and conflict. -: . This has meant that our hopes for more 
democratization have been deferred, that income from our natural resources is 
squandered in the purchase of new arms from western powers, that our societies 
thus remain poor and underdeveloped." The resulting frustrations among the 
people, he warned, could transform political conflict into religious war. The 
legacy of how Western Christians have treated Jews and Muslims, Habib said, 
has made life even more difficult for Christians in the Middle East. "Both war 
and peace as imposed by the West have victimized indigenous Christians. We are 
dismissed because we are politically powerless, even as we believe that the 
spiritual and creative power of the powerless can also transform 
history." [EPS] 
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EPS 93.02.08 
Colombia: paramilitary groups threatening the poor 


The lives and livelihoods of poor peasants in northeastern Colombia are being 
threatened by paramilitary groups. A Canadian ecumenical delegation visiting 
the area in January at the invitation of nine Colombian NGOs said that these 
paramilitary forces, which the authorities call peasants’ self-defence groups, 
are armed and supported by the army and basically directed against the 
civilian population. 


Representing the Inter-Church Committee for Human Rights in Latin America and 
the Inter-Church Committee for Refugees, the four-member delegation met with 
residents, displaced people, local authorities, Catholic church leaders and 
members of the armed forces in two municipalities. 


Paramilitary groups had forced about 400 people to flee from one area and were 
forcing peasants in the other to arm themselves against left-wing guerrillas, 
leave their homes and farms, or die. Peasant leaders, coordinators of rural 
Christian communities, human rights advocates and local municipal officials 
had received death threats in recent weeks, the delegation was told. 


On its return, the delegation launched an appeal for international solidarity 
in the form of protest letters to Colombian President César Gaviria Trujillo 
and Defence Minister Rafael Pardo Rueda. Such protests, it said, may help save 
the lives of dozens of peasants and prevent the displacement of hundreds more 
families. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.09 
South Africa: Catholic bishops on democracy 


The text of a pastoral letter to be distributed after Easter by South Africa’s 
Catholic bishops affirms that democracy is "the best way of building a truly 
human society" and urges church members to participate actively in all areas 
of the nation’s political life, including future non-racial elections. 
Pointing out that South Africans have "no history of true democracy", the 
letter warns that "democracy can fail to promote justice when ordinary people 
allow those in power to ignore basic democratic principles", and stresses that 
voting is both a right and a duty. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.10 
USA: church meeting on the cities held 


Encouraged by a "Substantive and detailed" meeting between church leaders and 
Vernon Jordan, chair of the transition team for the incoming administration 
of President Bill Clinton, 125 people met in Stony Point, New York, for a 
three-day January ecumenical conference on the cities sponsored by the 
National Council of Churches (EPS 93.01.31). 


The conference underlined the need for a massive financial reinvestment in US 
cities and a "radical reassessment of the true worth of cities and their 
multi-cultural mix of residents and a frank look at the racism of a society 
that undervalues them". Attending were church-related community organizers, 
staff of denominational volunteer agencies, executives of regional and local 
ecumenical agencies and denominational staff engaged in public policy issues. 


Statistics cited at the conference indicate that 91 per cent of Hispanics, 85 
per cent of African Americans, 85 per cent of Asian Americans and more than 
half of all Native Americans live in cities. 


That contributes to the strength of cities, said Angelique Walker-Smith of the 
National Baptist Convention USA, Inc., but it also means many urban problems 
are rooted in racist structures of society. [over] 


church and cities/2 


Conference participants welcomed the prospect of meaningful partnership with 
the federal government, but noted that churches also need to expand community- 
building work and refine "long-term strategies that bring congregations into 
closer relationships with the neighbourhoods around them". 


There was also a caution from an executive of the US Conference of Mayors that 
despite the new administration’s openness to church input, the push of some 
of Clinton’s economic advisors for reducing the federal budget deficit could 
dim prospects for government investment in the cities. Among other 
recommendations from conference working groups were emphasizing economic 
literacy at the grassroots and increasing church "alternative investments". 


At his meeting with the NCC delegation, Jordan expressed appreciation for the 
NCC’s "compassionate and courageous ministries" and offered to facilitate an 
early meeting with Clinton and Vice President Al Gore. Contacts between the 
NCC and the White House were extremely limited in the past twelve years during 
the Reagan and Bush presidencies. 


The Stony Point meeting was part of the NCC’s ongoing work on an ecumenical 
urban agenda, which gained a new priority following the events in Los Angeles 
in April-May 1992. In another follow-up to the riots there, the NCC sponsored 
a three-day consultation which brought 33 Korean Americans and 36 African 
Americans to Los Angeles in early December. 


Co-convenors for the dialogue were NCC Ecumenical Urban Strategy Committee 
chairman Charles Adams, an African American pastor, and NCC president Syngman 
Rhee, a Korean American pastor. According to an NCC news release, the 
ecumenical setting of the dialogue allowed for open discussion of the barriers 
and misunderstandings that have built up over the years between the two 
groups. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.11 
Cuba: churches experiencing revival 


Cuba may be facing an uncertain political future, but the Episcopal Church in 
Cuba is experiencing something of a revival, according to that nation’s 
Episcopal bishop, says a 2 February report from the Episcopal News Service 
(ENS) . 


"All churches in Cuba are having a revival", Cuban Bishop Emilio Hernandez 
told a group of visiting students who recently visited Cuba from Union 
Theological Seminary in New York City. 


Hernandez and Miguel Tamayo, a priest at Havana’s Cathedral Episcopal de la 
Santisma Trinidad, said that while the number of members at the cathedral has 
remained steady for 10 years the number of those receiving Holy Communion at 
least three times a year has doubled recently. 


Hernandez and Tamayo said that the role of the church now is to give Cubans 
hope during a tense time -- the downfall of the Soviet Union, once Cuba’s 
principal benefactor, and a continued US economic blockade have caused grave 
economic hardships for Cuba. And there is continued uncertainty about the 
future of Castro’s government, the only avowed Marxist state in Latin America, 
concluded the ENS report. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.12 
Norway: First Nordic Lutheran woman bishop elected 


Rosemarie Koehn, 54, has been elected bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Norway’s diocese of Hamar. Koehn, who is the principal of the 
Practical Theological Seminary at the University of Oslo, becomes the first 
woman Lutheran bishop in the Nordic region and the third woman Lutheran bishop 
in the world. [EPS] 
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Karekin of the Lebanese Armenian Church visits Iran 


Catholicos Karekin II of the Armenian Apostolic Church (Cilicia) paid an 
official visit (3-11 January) to the Iranian Islamic Republic at the 
invitation of the country’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, according to a 
statement from the Lebanese-based Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia. He was 
accompanied by Aram Keshishian, archbishop of Beirut and moderator of the 
World Council of Churches’ Central Committee. 


Karekin II held wide-ranging discussions with several Iranian government 
officials, including President Hashemi Rafsanjani, Hajotislam Nateghi Nouri, 
president of the Islamic parliament, and Ali Akbar Velayati, minister of 
foreign affairs. 


Among other topics, the delegation discussed relationships between the Iranian 
government and Armenians resident there, Armenians at home in the Independent 
Republic of Armenia (in the former Soviet Union) and those in the diaspora. 


The plight of Palestinians in the Occupied Territories, the situation in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, the continuing war in the Armenian enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabagh, and Muslim-Christian relations in the Middle East were also 
discussed. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.14 
South Africa: Carey meets de Klerk, peace on agenda 


Head of the Anglican Communion and Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, met 
South African President F.W. de Klerk (21 January) and pledged to support a 
democratic transition in South Africa, said a press release from Cape Town, 
venue of the Joint Meeting of the Primates and the Anglican Consultative 
Council: 


Accompanying Carey to the talks were Desmond Tutu, Archbishop of Cape Town, 
Edmond L. Browning, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal [Anglican] Church of the 
United States, and Sir Paul Reeves, Anglican Observer at the United Nations 
in New York. 


The discussions, described by de Klerk as "very constructive, very warm, very 
friendly", were focused on the country’s "economic problems and the plight of 
South Africans as a result". The president added that "solutions and the hopes 
that we have for 1993" were also discussed. 


De Klerk said that the international Christian community had already made a 
great contribution to the South African government’s move away from apartheid, 
but "at some times some of the more aggessive actions delayed change". 


The South African leader added that: "The Church obviously has a tremendous 
influence over the hearts of and minds of its members" and can help "bring 
Christians together, bring leaders together" to reach the majority of moderate 
South Africans who will support political change. 


A consortium of church bodies, including the World Council of Churches, the 
South African Council of Churches, and the Southern African [Roman] Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference, currently support an Ecumenical Monitoring Programme on 
South Africa (EPS 92.08.58, 09.46, 10.01, 10.29). [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.15 
Hungary: church leaders on new abortion law 


The Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary reports that at a workshop (20 
January) during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, the leaders of the 
Hungarian Catholic Bishops’ Conference and the Presidium of the ecumenical 
body made a statement declaring that "human life is, from its conception, a 
gift of God and its protection a fundamental human duty". 


They said they would like to help and encourage mothers to have the courage 
and strength to "keep the dignity and beauty of their motherly vocation, 


regardless of the liberal possibilities provided by the new law on abortion". 
[EPS] 
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EPS 93.02.16 
Switzerland: UN Human Rights Commission meets 


The 49th session of the United Nation Commission on Human Rights opened in 
Geneva on 1 February and will continue its deliberations through 12 March. 


The WCC, which is accredited to the UN through the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, will be following the commission’s meetings closely, 
presenting interventions on a number of issues and on the situation in several 
countries, as well as meeting with government representatives during the six 
weeks. WCC programme staff specializing in international affairs, migration, 
refugees, racism, women and youth will be joined by representatives of 
ecumenical and church-related human rights bodies in Peru, Korea, Canada, 
Africa, the Middle East, France and Germany. Also present for some of the 
sessions will be two members of the group planning the human rights working 
group for July’s Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students in Brazil. 


According to Charles Harper, staff person responsible for international 
affairs in the Programme Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation, WCC emphases for 
this year’s session of the UN commission include demands for justice by Asian 
"comfort women" forced into prostitution by the Japanese military during World 
War II, the use of rape as a "weapon of war" in Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
elsewhere, new difficulties faced by migrant workers and the plight of 
internally displaced persons. On the basis of ecumenical contacts and team 
visits, the WCC also expects to present interventions on racism, indigenous 
people and the situations in Bougainville, East Timor, Haiti, the former 
Yugoslavia and several African countries. 


Harper says the WCC is also working on a document for June’s UN World 
Conference on Human Rights in Vienna. Ecumenical representatives are taking 
part in regional preparatory meetings for this conference in Africa, Latin 
America and Asia. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.17 
Hong Kong: meeting of national Christian councils 


Representatives of 73 national councils of churches and national Christian 
councils (NCCs) are meeting in Hong Kong (10-17 February) to discuss their 
work and witness, future prospects and possibilities for collaboration. The 
consultation, whose theme is "Servants and Advocates of Unity", is the third 
such gathering: earlier ones were held in Geneva in 1971 and 1986. The meeting 
has been organized by a:planning committee chaired by Noel A. Davies, general 
secretary of Churches Together in Wales. 


NCCs are found in about ninety countries. Typically, the major portion of an 
NCC’s membership is made up of nationally organized churches located within 
its country; national Christian councils also include other Christian 
organizations and agencies. Most NCCs work closely with the WCC and their 
regional ecumenical organization, but both national and regional councils are 
fully independent entities. 


Staff members of the WCC and many regional ecumenical organizations will be 
present at the meeting, as will a ten-member delegation from the Vatican. The 
Roman Catholic Church has full membership in 43 NCCs through the bishops’ 
conference in those countries. 


Key themes identified by the planning group for exploration at the Hong Kong 
meeting include the place of NCCs within today’s pluralistic religious and 
ideological world and their role in enabling fellowship among Christians, 
common Christian witness, relationships among churches and sharing of 
resources. In addition, there will be forums on the Ecumenical Decade of 
Churches in Solidarity with Women and on communication. [EPS] 
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HPS 53.0218 
WCC consultation on arms transfer held 


Experts from Croatia, Russia, Germany, Zaire, Brazil, South Korea, the UK, US 
and Canada discussed arms transfers in a post-Cold-War world of national and 
ethnic tensions during a two-day WCC consultation in Geneva (25-26 January) . 
The consultation led into a meeting of the working group on international 
affairs, peace and human rights within the WCC’s Programme Unit on Justice, 
Peace and Creation. 


Roger Williamson of the UK observed that most of the wars since 1945 have been 
internal, related to the breakup of states and empires and causing far more 
Civilian than military causalities. Whereas superpower antagonisms were played 
out in the South during the Cold War, he noted, wars have now broken out in 
the North as well. 


Vanessa Vasic of Croatia emphasized how the media "manufacture nationalism", 
so that in the former Yugoslavia "half a million people are terrorizing 
millions". Through uncontrolled semi-legal routes, she said, there are more 
arms flowing into the area now than before the embargo. 


Meanwhile, the international community, "learning nothing about broken 
promises", has "called the warlords", who neither represent nor control the 
population, to negotiate. 


Opposing large-scale military intervention, Vasic argued that ideological and 
political change from within is the only hope. Enforcing press freedom, 
supporting a network of humanitarian organizations, and a UN trusteeship would 
be other useful approaches. 


Efforts to reduce proliferation and transfer of arms and related technology 
face substantial difficulties, including the secrecy of most arms transfers, 
the illegal arms trade, the enormous profits to be made and the pressure of 
competition ("if we don’t sell, the others will"). 


Participants noted that there is a gap between official rhetoric on arms 
reduction and the reality of arms sales. Other problems mentioned were the 
transfer of arms-producing capacity, mistrust of international arms-limitation 
initiatives, particularly among countries importing arms, and the public fear, 
fed by powerful arms industry lobbyists, of job losses if weapons production 
isicuts 


While seeing the elimination of "the institution of war" as a final goal, 
participants agreed that reducing arms production and transfers to "morally 
defensible levels" is the only realistic strategy. Debate centred on where to 
concentrate for maximum effect: on the supply or demand side, on production, 
transfer or end use, on arms reduction or increasing people’s security (thus 
rendering the arms race unnecessary and unprofitable). 


A number of positive experiences, including European Community efforts to 
articulate a common policy for regulation and control of arms and "dual-use" 
exports, were reviewed. Efforts to develop criteria for arms transfers and the 
potential capacity of the UN Conventional Arms Register (UNCAR) to promote 
trust between states, greater public scrutiny of arms sales/acquisitions, and 
global security interests (rather than those of powerful nations only) were 
highlighted. [EPS] 


jp She yan sto rig 4 Pay toe 


USA: Lutheran congregation in infant communion 
Contrary to the wishes of its bishop, a Lutheran congregation in Duluth, 
Minnesota/USA, has decided to allow infants to receive communion, thereby 
joining 36 other congregations in the practice, according to the New York- 
based Religious News Service. The decision follows a three-year study by the 
Family of God Lutheran Church. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.02.20 
Argentina: torture and police violence denounced 


During a regional preparatory meeting for June’s UN World Conference on Human 
Rights in Vienna, nine Argentine human rights organizations denounced police 
torture of common law prisoners and brutality in police stations and on the 
streets: 


Among the nine organizations were the Justice and Peace Service, the Mothers 
of the Plaza de Mayo and the Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights (formed by 
six Protestant churches and two Roman Catholic dioceses) . Argentine journalist 
Dafne Sabanes Plou says the groups insisted unanimously that Argentineans lack 
social and legal protection and that economic, social and other fundamental 
rights, including free access to legal protection, are being violated. 


Torture of common law prisoners refers to beatings commonly meted out to 
people arrested and held in local police stations, which often result in 
serious injuries and sometimes death. Torture is also used to force 
confessions from prisoners. The most common form involves covering a 
prisoner’s head with a plastic bag tied around the neck to prevent normal 
breathing. 


The nine organizations also accused the police of being "trigger-happy", often 
shooting youngsters from poor neighbourhoods who are then immediately accused 
of having provoked the police. Determining what actually happened in such 
cases can be difficult because neighbours are afraid to testify. In most cases 
where police wrongdoing has been established, after long legal proceedings, 
it is the persistence of the victims’ families that allows the verdict to be 
reached. ; 


The denunciations coincided with publication of a US government ‘report on 
human rights in Argentina, which said that although the constitution’ forbids 
torture, "police brutality continues, in some cases causing the death of 
prisoners". The report also says Argentina’s judiciary is not independent and 
government faults are sometimes covered up by censorship or the action of 
judges who support the government. [EPS] 


EPS'*93 .02 21 
Deaths of three ecumenical leaders announced 


Death took three ecumenical figures in late January and early February. 


Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, who served from 1961 to 1965 as the third general 
secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, died in Hanover, Germany on 25 
January. He was 72. During his tenure with the LWF, the Federation inaugurated 
the Radio Voice of the Gospel in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and the Institute for 
Ecumenical Research in Strasbourg, France. Schmidt-Clausen held several 
executive positions in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hanover until his 
retirement in 1982. 


Axel von dem Bussche died in Bad Godesberg, near Bonn, on 26 January. He was 
73. The German Lutheran layman was the last surviving member of a group of 
German army officers who made seven unsuccessful plans to assassinate Adolf 
Hitler because of the Nazi policy of extermination of the Jews. At the time 
of one attempt in July 1944, von dem Bussche was in hospital, seriously 
wounded, thus escaping the fate of other plotters who were hunted down and 
executed. 


Former Swedish parliamentarian and ambassador Olle Dahlén, 77, died in 
Stockholm on 2 February. Active in the Student Christian Movement and the 
Swedish Missionary Council, Dahlén became Sweden’s first ambassador to non- 
governmental organizations in 1974, working closely with the United Nations. 
He was moderator of the WCC’s Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs from 1971-83. After his retirement, Dahlén joined with Archbishop Olof 
Sundby to create the Life and Peace Institute in Uppsala. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.02.22 
Churches urged to play their part in ex-Yugoslavia 


An eight-member delegation of the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland 
which visited Serbia and Croatia from 26 January to 2 February has called on 
churches there "to play their part in the search for a just peace, in which 
the forgiveness and reconciliation of the gospel must have a significant 
contribution to make" (see related item in this issue EPS 93.02.01). 


The group met with Patriarch Pavle of the Serbian Orthodox Church and the 
Roman Catholic archbishop of Belgrade, as well as with representatives of 
smaller denominations and Muslim and Jewish communities in Serbia. Their 
programme in Croatia included meetings with Roman Catholic Cardinal Franjo 
Kuharic, representatives of other denominations and faith communities, the 
United Nations and the European Community and refugees from the conflict. 


A four-page communiqué released after the visit says "we have been aware of 
the cruelty and brutality of this war feeding upon itself. Retaliation and 
revenge combine in countries awash with weapons." 


But the team also noted "Signs of hope evident in projects instigated and run 
by the victims of the conflict themselves" and expressed appreciation for "the 
professionalism of the agencies of the international community" working there. 


The delegation said that "within all religious traditions, but especially 
within the minority churches in Croatia and Serbia, we have been glad to meet 
people who, under difficult circumstances, continue to place the gospel call 
for forgiveness and reconciliation at the centre of their lives. These often 
marginalized groups live under conditions of great menace and fear." 


In projects in and around Zagreb, they said, "the resilience of Bosnian 
refugees and their capacity for survival and mutual support were demonstrated 
Fe: In a war which has done much to crush the human spirit and remove 
dignity, this seems to us to be a particular sign of hope." 


The team also praised the "critical and consciousness-raising role" being 
played by peace groups and women’s groups in both countries. "They have 
frequently been dismissed in our hearing as irrelevant," the communiqué says, 
"but we feel that their courageous refusal to conform and their continuing 
advocacy of the cause of peace typifies this commitment." The document 
underlines in particular the work done by these organizations "to raise 
awareness in the world of the horrors of crimes against women". 


While hailing the meetings which have brought together religious leaders from 
the former Yugoslavia several times, the CCBI delegation said that their 
declarations have not yet been "followed through and acted upon in any 
practical or long-lasting way". 


Even if the war is not a religious conflict, "the major religious 
denominations have contributed to the culture and tradition of the regions in 
ways that have an immediate impact. . . The worldwide Christian community has 


a duty to help the churches of Croatia and Serbia to deepen their theological 
reflection on the relationship between Christianity and nationalism." 


Moreover, the team says it noted "with some sadness. . . the tendency of 
church and state to distance themselves and their individual members from 
responsibility for their actions. In short, the fault -- be it for atrocities, 


military campaigns or intemperate and provocative statements, always lies with 
someone else." 


Referring to the "unreliability of information" in what the delegation 
describes as "a war of rhetoric and propaganda", the communiqué calls on the 
churches both in Serbia and Croatia and internationally "to uphold the search 
for truth. . . It is particularly important for the international Christian 


community to facilitate the communication between the churches of the region". 
[EPS] 
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EPS 93.02.23 
Delegation of sovereign Hawai visits WCC 


A delegation from the government of the sovereign nation of Hawai’i was 
received at the Ecumenical Center, the Geneva headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches, on 3 February. Deputy Prime Minister Paul Neves and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs J. Kalani English were greeted by WCC General 
Secretary Konrad Raiser who then hosted a luncheon in their honour. 


Ka Lahui Hawai’i, as the government is called, was created in 1987 by a 
constitutional convention attended by Native Hawaiian delegates from all the 
Hawaiian islands. The government seeks to assert Hawaiian sovereignty in a 
legal, rational way. The 14,000 citizens in Ka Lahui are committed to 
regaining their traditional lands and re-establishing Hawaiians as a self- 
governing people. 


One of their main campaigns is to have the Hawaiian people included in the 
existing US federal policy which allows all Native American peoples the right 
to self-government and access to federal courts for judicial review. 


In his speech of welcome, Raiser acknowledged the debt the churches owe to 
indigenous people who "have helped us recover some very precious things we 
have lost in our faith and traditions". He said it was impossible to open the 
Old Testament and not be confronted with the intimate connection between 
peoples and their land. 


In his reply, Prime Minister Neves referred to the experience Jesus had on the 
road to Emmaus when he was not recognized by his own disciples. 


He added: "We know what that experience is like, for we have undertaken a 
journey towards our self-determination and there are many who do not recognize 
us, even though we see our journey as an intensely spiritual one." 


Presenting a lei of kukui (nuts) to General Secretary Raiser, Minister English 
thanked the WCC for its recognition of Ka Lahui Hawai’i. "These kukui nuts 
provide the oil to light the lamps. You will see the nuts are open, the oil 
is used, hopefully to bring light and openness to our relationship with the 
WCC, whose solidarity with indigenous people is well known to us," he said. 


Earlier this year Ka Lahui Hawai’i took part in ceremonies to mark the 
centennial of the overthrow of Queen Lili’uokalani who was forced to give up 
the throne in the face of US gunboats. Though this marked the end of the 
Hawaiian monarchy, there have been persistent attempts to restore the 
sovereignty of the Hawaiian people. 


Ka Lahui Hawai’i was established because of the realization that it is 
impossible to relate to the Western system without a representative government 
to conduct negotiations and relate effectively to the state and federal 
trustees who now control their lands. 


Ka Lahui Hawai’i has signed treaties with other Native peoples of the US and 
Canada, has a democractically elected legislature, is developing its own 
judiciary and has an Ali’i Council (of Hawaiian royal families). Its flag is 
royal blue with seven stars representing the Pleiades constellation. 


Significantly, at the centenary observances on 17 January, the US flag was 
lowered by order of the state governor who is himself a Native Hawaiian, and 
replaced by the royal Hawaiian flag. 


On that day also, the US government-appointed chairman of the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs promised to convene a constitutional convention for the 
estimated 220,000 Hawaiians as the next step to their achieving sovereignty. 


"This proposal has merit," English commented. "But we have already done it. 
Our constitution has been promulgated and working since 1967." [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Statement of Armenian, Azerbaijani 
religious leaders 


This is the text of a joint statement issued by Vasken I, Catholicos of All 
Armenia and Sheik-ul-Islam Allahshukur Pasha-zadeh, chairman of the Board of 
Caucasian Muslims of Azerbaijan following their meeting held in 
Montreux/Switzerland, 6-8 February. 


We, the religious leaders of our two peoples, concerned for the fate of our 
spiritual children and about the cruelty, evil and hatred which is driving 
them to actions against the will of God, met in Montreux, Switzerland from 6-8 
February 1993, through the grace of God and thanks to the initiative of the 
World Council of Churches, in cooperation with the Conference of European 
Churches. The General Secretary of the International Islamic Council for Daw’a 
and Relief attended as an observer. 


Having discussed the problems which threaten our nations and us, we deem it 
essential first to emphasize that, despite some attempts to characterise the 
conflict which has resulted in the shedding of innocent blood as a Christian- 
Muslim confrontation, this is not a religious conflict. Armenian Christians 
and Azerbaijani Muslims have lived and will live in peace, with respect and 
good neighbourliness. 


We heartily pray to the Most High for the repose of the souls of the victims 
who have fallen in the course of tragic events. For the sake of their memory, 
and for the sake of the future of both our nations, we call upon our spiritual 
children to cease the bloodshed and to solve all problems peacefully, with 
justice, through political means, in accordance with universally recognised 
international norms. 


We call upon both sides for the unconditional release of their hostages, 
amongst whom are many women and children, and, in the spirit of the Geneva 
Convention, to treat their prisoners of war in a humane manner. 


We express our satisfaction at international efforts toward peaceful 
resolution of the conflict, undertaken by representatives of the United 
Nations, the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and other 
international bodies, and by all people of good will who strive honestly for 
as speedy an end to the bloodshed as possible. 


We call upon the Presidents of both Republics to render the maximum assistance 
to these peaceful initiatives. 


Expressing compassion for the victims and for the members of their families, 
as well as for the peaceful inhabitants who suffer severe hardships and 
deprivation in the zones of conflict, we agreed to establish a United 
International Humanitarian Fund, and request the World Council of Churches and 
the International Islamic Council for Daw’a and Relief to provide their 
auspices for this Fund to render assitance without distinction of nationality 
or faith to all those who suffer. 


We call upon all people of good will and upon international organisations to 
assist in every way this work which is pleasing to God. We will appoint our 
representatives to this Fund and we will exert every effort to make its 
activities effective. 


We express our sincere gratitude to the leadership fo the World Council of 
Churches for organising this meeting and for the hospitality they showed us, 
and also to the Conference of European Churches and to the International 
Islamic Council for Daw’a and Relief for their participation in this meeting. 
We agreed to continue to maintain contact and to organise further meetings in 
order to strengthen the spirit of good neighbourliness between our peoples. 


May the All Merciful Lord hear our prayers, and may He spread his peacemaking 
Spirit over our peoples and over all the world, that all might find the true 
way to justice and peace. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 
UK pounds; 53.50 US dollars; |65.90 Canadian dollars; 

75 Australian dollars; 77.50 Swiss francs; 89.50 New Zealand 
dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 310 French 
francs; 310 Swedish kronas; or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


REEEKEKRRKEKKEKREREREE 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


1993 18-22 March Executive Committee Geneva 
16-23 September Executive Committee Sweden 

1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


REEKEKEKKEKREEKRERER 


The EPS index for 1992 is available on request. However, if in previous years 
you have asked for a copy, your name is on our mailing list and you will 
automatically receive a copy. Please do not re-request. 


HRREKKEKEEKEKRKKKEKEKRE 


The Life and Peace Institute, an international Christian centre for peace 
reasearch based in Sweden, is looking for a Research Director. Further details 
are available from The Director, Life and Peace Institute, P.O. Box 297, S-751 
05 Uppsala, Sweden. Tel: (46) 18-169500. Fax: (46) 18-693059. Deadline for all 
applications is 30 April 1993. 


RREKKEEKEKKEKEEEEEE 


A global conference on Women Empowering Communication, to be organized by the 
World Association for Christian Communication, ISIS International, and the 
International Women’s Tribune Centre, will be held 12-17 February, 1994 in 
Bangkok, Thailand. Further details may be obtained from The World Association 
for Christian Communication, 357 Kennington Lane, London SE11 5QY, England. 
Tel: (071) "S82"9139>. Pax-* (071)) 73590340. 


REEKEKKEKKKEKEREEEE 


In EPS 93.02.23, last line, please read "...Our constitution has been 
promulgated and working since 1987" and not 1967. 
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Menchu, Nobel Peace Prize winner, visits WCC 


"Our sister in Christ" was how General Secretary Konrad Raiser introduced 
Rigoberta Mencht Tum to staff and visitors who gathered at the Ecumenical 
Centre, the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches (18 
February), to pay tribute to this indigenous Quiché woman from Guatemala, and 
winner of the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize. 


Suggesting that Menchti perhaps felt more at home in the Centre than in the 
corridors of the United Nations, where she had had to "work her way up through 
the ranks" of the Human Rights Commission, Raiser reminded the audience that 
Mencht is a successful advocate for the rights of indigenous people around the 
world, and that the UN secretary-general has named her special goodwill 
ambassador during the current International Year of Indigenous People. 


"Friends are those who stay with you during the worst as well as the best 
times," was Mencht’s response. The friendship of the World Council of Churches 
and the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) over the years was an expression of 
solidarity "not just with me" but with the Guatemalan people, their hopes, 
dreams and culture, she said. 


Recalling that "I was the first indigenous Guatemalan to come to the UN Human 
Rights Commission," Menchta said government representatives had initially 
questioned her right to be there. On the difficulties of international human 
rights work on behalf of indigenous people she said that "It is very 
frustrating. You want the world to pronounce itself, take concrete measures. 
When you get home, you realize how little had been done. Our struggle is not 
understood and we are still not listened to. People often think we are unable 
to operate in the complex diplomatic channels of the Commission. But work in 
international forums is important, even if you’d prefer to be doing something 
more interesting!" 


Describing the politics played out at UNHRC sessions, Mencht said that efforts 
to have Guatemala discussed under "Theme 12" (grave and systematic human 
rights violations) were blocked for twelve years on the pretext that the 
necessary conditions did not exist. Part of the difficulty, she implied, was 
that human rights were violated in most Latin American countries; tabling the 
Guatemalan case would have opened the door to examining other countries’ 
records as well. 


While the International Year is a largely symbolic exercise, Mencht hopes for 
concrete results from the International Human Rights Conference in Vienna in 
June. She is currently planning a preparatory regional conference in Guatemala 
in May. Santiago de Atitlan, the site chosen for the conference, is 
Significant because indigenous people were massacred there and because the 
area was recently liberated from militarization. Indigenous people from other 
parts of the world will also be invited to participate. 


Mencha sees an important role for Nobel Peace Prize winners who, she suggests, 
should continue to be active and vocal on peace issues in different parts of 
the world. After receiving the award, she launched a campaign to free fellow 
Prize-winner, Burmese human rights advocate Aung San Suu Kyi. 


Although her award was greeted with joy and hope at home, Mencht said, the 
fact that she still lives in exile highlights the absence of peace and is thus 
a source of much sadness. With the prize money, Mencht created the Vicente 
Menchta Foundation (named in memory of her father). Based in Mexico, its work 
on peace and indigenous rights is supported by Mexican president Salinas de 
Gortari. 


Mencht sees continuing human rights violations in Guatemala in the context of 
repression, internal conflicts, displaced people, and poverty throughout 
Central America. In El Salvador, there is a risk that the peace potential will 
not be realized. [over] 
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Commenting on her recent visit to Nicaragua she said that many people there 
have arms and fighting may break out again. Deepening poverty ("Nicaragua is 
poorer than Haiti") is creating great despair. In this context, 
demilitarization and building a civil society are vital tasks, Mencht 
stressed. In Guatemala, several popular organizations and the National 
Commission for Reconciliation are working in this direction. 


Responding to a question on the 500th anniversary of the conquest of Latin 
America, MenchG@ said it had provided an opportunity for deep reflection and 
exchanges, leading to better understanding of the problems of the North, 
including environmental concerns, loss of collective values and the anxieties 
of European youth. 


Asked about the role of the churches in Guatemala and how the ecumenical 
movement could continue its support to human rights work there, Mencht 
explained that ecumenical work is a relatively recent phenomenon in Guatemala. 
The National Reconciliation Commission is presided over by Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Quezada Torufio. The Commission does not have the power to force the 
different parties to dialogue. Without this authority, some simply "disappear" 
when discussions are scheduled. International and ecumenical pressure could 
help reinforce the Commission’s convening authority. 


At the request of the Council of Evangelical Churches in Guatemala and a 
commission representing Guatemalan refugees in Mexico, the WCC is actively 
participating in arrangements for their safe return to Guatemala, Mencht 
reported. 


Co-hosting Menchtii’s visit to the Ecumenical Centre was LWF general secretary 
Gunnar Staalsett. He reminded the gathering that it was a visit from an 
ecumenical delegation (comprising representatives of the WCC, LWF, CLAI [the 
Latin American Council of Churches] the US National Council of Churches and 
the Vatican) which led to the launching of the Guatemalan peace talks three 
years ago. 


A second ecumenical visit would take place in a few weeks in an attempt to 
revitalize the peace process, Staalsett reported. The delegation will visit 
El Salvador, Mexico and the US as well as Guatemala. There are also plans for 
an October-November consultation, probably in the US, to bring the conflicting 
parties into dialogue with civil sectors. Offering a wall hanging hand-woven 
by Thai village women to Mencht at the close of her visit, Raiser explained 
its three symbols: the dove of peace (which also symbolized the Holy Spirit 
at the 1991 WCC Canberra Assembly), the ecumenical ship, and rice paddies 
symbolizing mother earth. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.26 
US: former prisoner wins prize for religious work 


Selection of Charles W. Colson, a former prisoner who founded an international 
ministry to prisoners, as winner of the 1993 Templeton Prize for Progress in 
Religion was announced at a New York press conference (17 February). He was 
chosen by an international committee that included former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, US pollster George Gallup Jr. and other lay 
judges, writes Tracy Early. 


The prize, this year worth 650,000 British pounds, or nearly one million US 
dollars, was established by financier John Marks Templeton, a Presbyterian 
from Tennessee who now lives in the Bahamas. He initiated the award to give 
notable achievements in religion the recognition accorded other fields by the 
Nobel Prizes, and has kept the financial value higher than the Nobel Prizes 
to show his belief in the superior importance of religion. 


Mother Teresa was named the first Templeton honoree in 1973, and subsequent 
recipients have included such figures as evangelist Billy Graham, Buddhist 
leader Nikkyo Niwano of the Rissho Kosei-Kai movement in Japan, exiled Russian 
novelist Alexander Solzhenitsyn and Iona Community founder George MacLeod. 
[over] 
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The 1992 winner was Kyung-Chik Han, founder of Young Nak Presbyterian Church 
in Seoul, South Korea. 


Colson, a lawyer who served on the staff of former US President Richard M. 
Nixon, served a brief prison sentence for his involvement in the Watergate 
scandal that led to Nixon’s forced resignation in 1974. 


At the press conference, Colson said he grew up in a home only nominally 
Christian, and was converted in 1973, after he left the White House but before 
he went to prison. He said influences leading to his conversion included 
reading C.S. Lewis’s "Mere Christianity" and hearing the testimony of a friend 
who had been converted through the ministry of Billy Graham. 


Colson began his Prison Fellowship ministry in 1976, and announced at the 
press conference that it recently extended the programme to a 55th country, 
Taiwan. Based at Reston, Virginia, the agency has a paid staff of 280, a 
volunteer corps of thousands and an annual budget of more than US $20 million. 


Prison Fellowship operates a number of programmes to assist not only people 
in prison but also those newly released, their families and crime victims. 
Colson said the Templeton Prize money would be used to expand work in some of 
the crime-ridden inner city areas. 


This year’s Templeton honoree is an opponent of capital punishment and an 
advocate of prison reform. He called the US prison system the country’s "most 
expensive failure", and urged adoption of programmes for release of non- 
violent offenders to make restitution through work outside prisons. 


A Southern Baptist, Colson said leadership of Prison Fellowship was drawn from 
all Christian groups that accepted Christ as saviour, the authority of 
Scripture and the orthodox teaching of the creeds. He said the ministry 
worked with both Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland, and had led 
"former Ulster Defence terrorists" and "former IRA terrorists" to embrace as 
brothers. 


The Templeton Prize is to be presented to Colson by Prince Philip in a private 
ceremony at Buckingham Palace, London, 12 May. 


On 2 September, a public ceremony will be held in the Rockefeller Chapel of 
the University of Chicago in connection with a week-long centennial observance 
of the 1893 World’s Parliament of Religion, an event widely taken to mark the 
beginning of modern interfaith dialogue. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.27 
UK: Catholic bishops want wages councils kept 


The Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales have joined those protesting 
against the government’s plans to abolish wages councils set up in 1909 to 
establish legal minimum wages in certain trades - usually the lowest paid, 
writes Robert Nowell. 


At their meeting last November the bishops passed a resolution regretting the 
proposal to abolish wages councils and the legal requirement for employers to 
pay the minimum wages these bodies fix. They also regretted the lack of 
alternative legislation to protect workers deprived of the protection of wages 
councils. The resolution was transmitted to the government mid-January when 
Bishop John Jukes, auxiliary of Southwark and chairman of the bishops’ 
committee for the World of Work, met Michael Forsyth, minister of state at the 
Department of Employment, to explain the bishops’ concern. 


The proposed abolition of wages councils had provoked widespread concern in 
the Catholic Church, particularly among those directly involved in service to 
the poor and marginalized, said Bishop Pargeter, auxiliary of Birmingham. The 
proposal would withdraw protection from about 2.5 million workers, mostly in 
retailing, catering and clothing manufacturing. [EPS] 
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WCC addresses UN Human Rights Commission on racism 


In oral interventions to the current, 49th, session of the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights, the World Council of Churches said that the 
Boipatong massacre of 17 June 1992 (EPS 92.07.31) in which more than 40 people 
died, and the killings in the homeland of Ciskei of 28 unarmed African 
National Congress supporters on 7 September (EPS 92.09.46), had heightened 
tensions in South Africa and completely derailed the negotiations process. 


The Commission started its deliberations on 1 February and will continue 
through to 12 March (EPS 93.02.16). The WCC’s interventions were made in 
reference to item 5 - Violations of human rights in southern Africa: report 
of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts. 


The WCC said the level of violence that exists in South Africa today makes the 
enjoyment of basic human rights impossible. It cited a 1992 report of the 
Human Rights Commission for South Africa (HRCSA), a body governed by church 
and civic organizations, which reported that there were 3499 deaths in 1992 
due to security force, vigilante, hit squad, right wing and other political 
actions. The WCC said the HRCSA was very concerned that the number of deaths 
in 1992 was almost 40 percent higher than in 1991. 


"It has been clear to the World Council of Churches that with violence so 
endemic, progress towards democratic rule will be hard to achieve" the WCC 
said, citing a WCC Central Committee August 1992 resolution, which condemned 
the spread of inter-communal violence in South Africa, and especially the 
involvement of South African police and other services in fomenting and 
exacerbating conflict (EPS 92.09.12). 


The WCC expressed sadness at testimony from the Ecumenical Monitoring 
Programme in South Africa (EMPSA) which revealed that there is a "third hand" 
fuelling the violence in South Africa. 


The WCC also said it was "deeply disturbed" by the proposed sale of 60 Swiss- 
made Pilatus PC-7 trainer aircraft to the South African Defence Force. "This 
case demonstrates that although Switzerland as a non-member of the UN has 
committed itself to the Security Council’s arms embargo, it has failed to 
adopt adequate and comprehensive legislation or regulations to fully implement 
the UN arms embargo." 


The WCC added: "We strongly support the position of the UN Committee on Arms 
Embargo which views the proposed sale as being contrary to the spirit and 
intent of Security Council resolution 418 (1977) establishing the mandatory 
arms embargo against South Africa...." 


In another intervention, on item 16 - Implementation of the Programme of 
Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination - the 
wcc noted that although racism and racist ideology is not a new phenomenon, 
there has been a global explosion of conflicts arising from racial, ethnic and 
national tensions in the last three years. 


The WCC specifically mentioned Western, Central and Eastern Europe as having 
experienced a dramatic resurgence of racism, anti-semitism and intolerance. 
"Both the former east and west Germany have witnessed an astonishing rise in 
violent neo-Nazi style actions", it said and added that the main victims of 
this hatred have been persons of African and Asian descent, asylum seekers, 
seasonal workers and immigrants from Central Asia and the Mediterranean region 
who have recently come to Germany. 


"Many people of colour who are citizens of Germany are increasingly 
discriminated against in housing and employment. They are routinely subjected 
to harassment, discrimination and almost always have to justify their rights. 
These practices are despicable when carried out by ordinary citizens filled 
with prejudice, hatred and bigoted zeal, but when governments and public 
spokespeople, the media and policymakers lend credence to this, then the 
situation becomes immensely frightening", the WCC said. 


The WCC argued that racism is neither caused by immigrants nor by the presence 
of large numbers of foreign nationals. Rather the scourge is an ideology in 
which any person with visible differences such as skin colour, language, 
culture, religion, is discriminated against. [over] 
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The WCC urged the Commission to request the UN General Assembly to launch a 
third decade to combat racism and racial discrimination "in light of the 
continuing rise of racism globally ...". 


In interventions on item 27 - Situation of Human Rights in the Territories of 
the former Yugoslavia - the WCC referred to an ecumenical women’s team that 
visited Croatia, 15-18 December (EPS 93.01.02) "...to demonstrate solidarity 
with the women victims of aggression and to find ways to provide concrete 
assistance". 


After their return to Geneva, the team members expressed their conviction 
that there is evidence of rape of women by all sides in the conflict in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, but that systematic mass rape was being used as a weapon 
of war by members of the Serbian forces. The victims include mostly Muslim 
children from the age of 10 to women as old as 80 years. 


Drawing on the team members’ recommendations, the WCC urged the Commission to 
condemn the injustices against women and children rape victims, and called for 
the strengthening of international instruments to ensure condemnation of rape 
aS a war crime. 


The WCC also called for authorities and individuals who commit such crimes to 
be accountable. "There should be no impunity for those who commit such crimes 
against humanity", the intervention stressed. 


The WCC concluded: "The United Nations Commission on Human Rights has an 
obligation to insist upon greater understanding of rape as a gender-specific 
violation of human rights. We call on the United Nations to set in place the 
mechanisms necessary to address the question of violence against women. At 
present, violations specifically directed against women are not 
comprehensively addressed within the United Nations human rights system, 
neither by the Commission on Human Rights nor the Vienna-based Commission on 
the Status of Women ...." [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.29 
Zaire riots cause damage to theological college 


Renewed unrest in Zaire at the beginning of February caused extensive damage 
to the theological school of the Church of Christ in Zaire (ECZ), according 
to a 5 February dispatch from the headquarters of the United Evangelical 
Mission (VEM) in Wuppertal, Germany. 


The latest disturbances broke out after merchants refused to honour the new 
five-million Zaire banknotes used to pay soldiers. Zairean president Mobutu 
Sese Seko dismissed reformist prime minister Etienne Tshisekedi, blaming him 
for riots in which scores of people died. Tshisekedi, who had opposed the new 
banknotes as inflationary, vowed to fight his dismissal as illegal. 


According to the VEM report, the seminary building and student and faculty 
residences in Kinshasa were completely ransacked and the library and 
classrooms were destroyed. One theological student was reported to have been 
killed and several were injured. 


Other attacks were made against office buildings, including a church-related 
real estate office which rents moderately priced apartments, a new ECZ church 
building under construction in the city and a Catholic church and centre in 
the same Kinshasa neighbourhood. VEM cited eyewitnesses who said that the 
attacks were more violent than those in September 1991. A VEM worker in 
eastern Zaire also reported fears of increased unrest in that part of the 
country. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.30 
Philippine Independent Church bishops on gambling 


The bishops of the Philippine Independent Church issued a pastoral letter (12 
January) in which they opposed the legalization of jueteng, a form of 
gambling, and the reintroduction of the death penalty. They said legalizing 
jueteng reinforces and supports the evil principle that "the end justifies the 
means" and declared that "gamblers need to be reconciled with God". On the 
death penalty, the bishops urged the government to improve the quality of life 
of all its citizens and eradicate the causes of criminal activity. [EPS] 
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National, Christian councils meet to discuss unity 


Common challenges and a variety of ideas about how to confront them were 
evident when representatives of national councils of churches and national 
Christian councils (NCCs) in more than 70 countries joined for a consultation 
in Hong Kong (10-17 February). The meeting, under the theme "Servants and 
Advocates of Unity", was the third such gathering of NCC leaders: earlier ones 
were in Geneva in 1971 and 1986. 


Among central questions and concerns expressed were how national ecumenical 
bodies can foster the unity of the church, offer effective and credible common 
Christian witness in their own country, improve relations with ecumenical 
organizations at the regional and global levels and help to defuse tensions 
and build constructive relations among Christians and people of other faiths. 


Found in about 90 countries, most NCCs work closely with the World Council of 
Churches and the regional ecumenical organization in their area; but both 
national and regional councils are fully independent entities. Staff members 
of the WCC and several regional ecumenical organizations and a ten-member 
Roman Catholic delegation were present in Hong Kong. The Roman Catholic Church 
has membership in 43 NCCs through the bishops conference in those countries. 


Introducing the consultation’s work on the opening day, Noel Davies, general 
secretary of Churches Together in Wales, who chaired the planning committee, 
said that "above all, our meeting is about relationships. We are partners 
around the world in the one ecumenical movement; and our relationships are 
built on friendships, not on structures. 


The fundamental question is how we deepen friendship within the one ecumenical 
movement." Many participants were meeting colleagues from other national 
councils for the first time; and sharing of insights and experiences across 
national lines, particularly in nine sessions during which participants met 
in small groups, took priority over drafting and adopting a final consultation 
document. Instead, summaries from the working groups’ discussion of five major 
themes were read and commented upon in plenary sessions on the last two days. 


Participants heard and discussed plenary theological reflections on unity from 
Orthodox (Todor Sabev, Bulgaria), Protestant (Henriette Hutabarat, Indonesia) 
and Roman Catholic (Jean-Marie Tillard, France) perspectives. Other plenary 
sessions featured information and exchange on gospel and culture, the 
Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women, communication and 
electronic networking and the church in Hong Kong. 


Two presentations by the Hong Kong Christian Council, excursions to the city 
and surrounding area, Sunday worship in local churches and daily Bible studies 
led by two local biblical scholars raised participants’ awareness of the 
challenges facing Hong Kong between now and July 1997, when Britain’s 99-year 
lease expires and Hong Kong and China become "one country, two systems". 


A letter of thanks sent by Davies on behalf of consultation participants to 
Hong Kong Christian Council general secretary Tso Man King praised the Hong 
Kong churches’ "sensitivity, determination and patience", which it said "are 
already contributing in creative ways to the process of social, political and 
economic change. We believe that your concern for democracy, freedom and human 
dignity will benefit all Chinese people." The letter pledged that "as your 
partners in the one worldwide ecumenical movement we assure you that we stand 
with you at this time. We will pray for you as you struggle to discern and 
live out the demands of the kingdom of God within your society." 


The major papers prepared for and presented at the consultation, along with 
a summary of discussions and personal reflections, will be published ina 
forthcoming issue of the WCC’s quarterly Ecumenical Review. Also slated for 
publication by the WCC is a resource book (by T.K. Thomas of India), which 
will draw on accounts of the life and work of NCCs presented at the 
consultation to address the major issues for a wider audience. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.02.32 
Zimbabwe: WCC-AACC drought review meeting held 


About 40 representatives of National Christian Councils (NCCs) from Botswana, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Kenya, Tanzania, Swaziland, South Africa, 
Lesotho, Namibia and Malawi, and representatives of Danchurchaid, Norwegian 
Church Aid, Christian Aid, Church of Sweden Aid and the Canadian Food Grains 
Bank, participated in a World Council of Churches - All Africa Conference of 
Churches’-sponsored drought review meeting held in the southern Zimbabwean 
city of Bulawayo (1-5 February). 


Also attending the meeting were field staff from several Lutheran World 
Federation offices in the region and from the headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 


At the end of their meeting, the participants agreed on four major action 
points, including reporting and sharing of information, strengthening 
capacities of NCCs in handling issues related to drought, planning and 
presentation of programmes for rehabilitation, recovery, and clarification of 
relationships between the NCCs, the Fellowship of Christian Councils in 
Eastern and Southern Africa (FOCCESA) and the AACC on the one hand and, on the 
other, with CARITAS, the Lutheran World Federation and the WCC. 


The meeting endorsed a procedure for the development of guidelines for 
information sharing and reporting which, among others, calls for transparency 
between donor agencies and implementing partners. The participants also agreed 
that drought programme plans should reflect national needs in the countries 
which have been affected by the drought. 


The meeting also recommended that the Harare-based Ecumenical Documentation 
and Information Centre for Eastern and Southern Africa (EDICESA) should be 
used in the dissemination of information about drought to the NCCs and to the 
churches. 


The participants further agreed that training and capacity strengthening for 
NCCs and churches engaged in drought programmes should be a major priority of 
the AACC. 


The meeting noted a particular need for exchange of information and other 
experiences between NCCs and other organizations engaged in relief and 
recovery programmes. 


On planning for rehabilitation and recovery, the meeting agreed that the WCC 
should present a consolidated appeal for all the 12 countries affected by the 
drought, as the appeal for the drought itself had been carried out. The 
participants also recommended that a drought rehabilitation expert be 
recruited as soon as possible to help Christian Councils formulate plans in 
accordance with agreed guidelines. This appeal will be finalised for 
circulation in June 1993. 


The meeting noted some remaining "confusion" regarding the responsibilities 
of the different structures involved in the drought programme, and recommended 
that the WCC, the LWF, FOCCESA and the AACC reconsider their roles in relation 
to the programme. 


A communiqué issued later by the participants expressed "cautious optimism" 
about the end of the drought. "When we met in Nairobi [Kenya] last June (EPS 
92.06.22) to launch our appeal it was against a background of severe drought 
and near complete loss of harvest in many of our countries. 


"Now we have met ina situation which gives us reason for cautious optimism. 
Many countries, or parts of them, have had good rains, but we have also noted 
with concern that the situation is still very serious in some countries, 
particularly Namibia, Lesotho, Botswana and elsewhere, where pockets of 
drought are found." 


The communiqué added: "We have reviewed the programmes launched by the 
Christian Councils or their service arms and those of the LWF in a total of 
12 African countries. These programmes have at various levels helped the 
drought- stricken communities to build dams, repair roads, cultivate gardens, 
etc. The churches have played an important role in the identification of 
beneficiaries, providing stores for relief food, organising and supervising 
distribution and in some cases locally raising funds themselves". [EPS] 
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South Africa: sworn enemies help to make peace 


"This is my father", said Maganzine Dlomo, a Zulu living at Jeppe hostel in 
Johannesburg as he embraced an 80-year-old Xhosa man. "He is the father of the 
whole community at Jeppe and we will protect and honour him," Dlomo told 
representatives from more than twenty Johannesburg hostels who had come 
together (6 February) for a peace service, writes Josephine Carlsson of the 
London-based Southern African Church News. 


After years of fighting that has been described as tribally or politically 
based (Zulu-Xhosa or Inkatha-ANC), residents in the large, single-sex hostels 
in black townships in and around Johannesburg have finally begun to make 
peace. 


In December last year, the first peace service was held at Jeppe with 180 men 
from only two hostels attending. This time at Selby, also in central 
Johannesburg, the service attracted almost a thousand people from most of the 
hostels in the area - men who just a few months ago would only visit each 
other on killing raids. 


"T know that some of you were even scared to come here today," Mvume Dandala, 
a Methodist minister, told the meeting. In November he had been asked by the 
residents of Jeppe and Selby hostels to chair their peace committee. "Let us 
not fight with weapons, but with our minds," Dandala said. "Let us identify 
what is really oppressing us and let us fight to repair that and invite God 
to be with us." 


"Xhosas and Zulus are brothers," Dlomo from Jeppe hostel told the crowd. Dlomo 
had earlier been elected by his hostel to make contact with men living at 
Selby hostel, regarded as a Xhosa and ANC stronghold. He recounted how a few 
days after heavy fighting between the two hostels last August 25 he had gone 
to Selby and asked the leaders: "Until when will we kill one another? I 
haven’t come to you with an apology, but whatever happened yesterday, I have 
come to you to ask: ‘Is there no other way we can live?’" Much to his own 
surprise, he was well received by the Selby hostel residents. They in turn 
elected five men, led by German Mlatsheni, to continue the peace discussions. 


At the 6 February peace service Mlatsheni acted as host, welcoming 
representatives from other hostels who had come to pray and make a solemn 
pledge to keep the peace. As a symbol of this promise, a candle of "hope and 
pain" was lit. The candle, like the Selby hostel itself, was surrounded by a 
barbed wire fence. After the service, all the men shared a festive meal. 


"The most interesting thing is that the whole initiative is from the hostel 
residents themselves, with a real sense of seriousness and commitment on their 
part," Dandala said after the meeting. "I have found myself that there are 
very wise people who are living in these hostels." 


Dandala cautioned that no outside group should take it upon itself to say what 
is right for hostel residents without an adequate process "to determine what 
the people who are living in those hostels feel". 


Dandala sees the role of the church in this process as affirming and restoring 
the people’s dignity and common African culture. "I think people are looking 
for somebody that can mediate with integrity," he said. "There is recognition 
that the church has a critical role to play because the killing of people is 
quite a serious thing." ; 


"On the other hand, the fact that the church is still trying to stand for 
truth might antagonise people now and again. But I think the essence of the 
discussions we have had so far has been in saying that there is nothing wrong 
in differing in views." 


There are still threats to this peace process from those who might want to 
incite violence. [over] 
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In South Africa’s tense transitional period some political leaders may not 
favour peace, since a destabilised situation may further enhance their own 
goals of staying in power. And some of the hostels in the Johannesburg area 
have not yet adopted the peace pledge. 


Still, Dandala says: "I am extremely hopeful about the future because when 
people commit themselves to talking, if they allow social events to happen 
between them and start to know each other again on a personal level, that in 
itself reduces the potential of violence." 


At the Selby peace meeting, which was well attended by national church 
leaders, the hostel residents’ initiative got strong support. Peter Storey, 
the vice chairman of a Regional Dispute Resolution Committee set up under the 
National Peace Accord, said he had learned from the residents how peace could 
be achieved "in action" and not just discussed on an abstract level. 


Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, 
said "there are heroes of peace here and we should recognise the great work 
they have done. The message is that the people have made peace." 


Chikane warned the hostel residents to be "careful not to be led into 
violence. I believe there will be no more violence among us. If it comes it 
will come from somewhere else." 


Meanwhile, southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu is poised to call 
for the lifting of what the South African government claims are the only 
Significant anti-apartheid sanctions which remain. 


He said in an interview with a Cape Town newspaper and Associated Press (12 
February) that as soon as South Africa was governed by a transitional 
authority which provided for multi-party control of the security forces, he 
would ask the US government to allow South Africa access to the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund. 


Indications are that a transitional government could be in place by mid-1993. 


He described this as a refinement of his stance on sanctions. For the past 18 
months, Archbishop Tutu has said he would support the lifting of sanctions 
once the government acted effectively to stop violence, or once an interim 
government which would be responsible for ending the violence was in place, 
whichever came first. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.34 
Increase in WCC appeals for relief aid in 1992 


Thirty-six new appeals for ecumenical assistance were issued in 1992 by the 
Emergencies Desk of the World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit on Sharing 
and Service. A detailed account of the Council’s emergency work, which seeks 
financial aid to channel ecumenically to victims of natural and human-caused 
disasters, is provided in the annual review released at the beginning of 
February by emergencies coordinator Nico Keulemans. In addition, 23 earlier 
appeals were continued, making a total of 59 emergency cases for which the WCC 
is seeking support. Nineteen appeals were closed during the year. 


Two-thirds of the new appeals were for Africa - 13 linked to drought in 11 
countries and 11 more with conflict situations. There were five new appeals 
for Asia, one for the Pacific, three for Latin America, one for the Middle 
East and two for Europe. 


Income in 1992 was nearly US$12 million (compared with US$13.6 million in 
1991) - about US$3 million less than asked for. But Keulemans says this 
decline in income was more than compensated by a sharp rise in direct 
contributions from WCC partner agencies to areas of emergency relief needs. 
Noting a net increase in relief for Europe (from US$1.18 million to $2.05 
million), the report says this did not come at the expense of Africa. [over] 


wee aid/2 


Significantly lower income was reported for the Middle East (large amounts 
were received in 1991 after the Gulf War) and Asia (large amounts were 
received in 1991 for floods in Bangladesh). Funding for the drought programme 
in Southern Africa is now about 60 percent secured. 


Keulemans says a 10 percent increase in giving is possible and justified 
considering the growing needs. The report concludes that "there is no need to 
change priorities set earlier, which aimed at assistance to the poorest of the 
poor. ‘Normal’ developments are widening the gap between rich and poor anyway 
We will have to concentrate more seriously on the ‘vulnerable groups’ ." 


Evaluating the 1992 emergency cases, Keulemans says the year "confirmed a 
trend of increasing violence" and suggests that arms proliferation after the 
Cold War may be playing a major role in this. Experiences in 1992 showed that 
the most vulnerable groups "are not only passively becoming the worst 
affected", the report says, "but they may well be actively targeted by the 
evil forces of the oppressors. The civilians in Somalia and the women in the 
former Yugoslavia confirm these aberrations." [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.35 
US church body supports Clinton’s economic programme 


"President Clinton earns high marks for his first ‘State of the Union’ 
message. Rightly, he calls us away from living well at the expense of others. 
His vision of renewed economic life is refreshing in its intention to be fair, 
demanding and equitable. He puts forward proposals aimed at securing a more 
certain future for our children and grandchildren." 


These are the opening remarks of a statement issued (17 February) by the (US) 
National Council of Churches in response to President Bill Clinton’s "State 
of the Union" message to the US Congress. 


Signed by NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell and eleven other officials 
of the NCC, the statement said the church body "will urge its member 
communions to study the Clinton administration’s proposals and to continue to 
pursue just economic conditions for all people". 


It said that the President’s call for "Sacrifice" is something church leaders 
are familiar with. The word sacrifice "...belongs to the character of 
religious living. It reaches to heal an economy that has wounded, exploited 
or ignored far too many Americans. Biblically, the mandate is clear: to care 
for the poor, the vulnerable, the widows and the stranger at our gate. 
‘Sacrifice’ affirms the priority of the common good." 


The statement said that religious people know the meaning of hope. "It is the 
reach for an alternative future, one rooted in what is right and good for all 
people. But hope without costs is suspect. When hope is costly, it makes real 
change possible. President Clinton’s vision will become credible, and even 
exciting, as its initial proposals become concrete, even though they require 
costs that are neither easy nor sentimental." 


The church leaders said the President’s economic proposals appear to be marked 
by honesty with regard to the present economic situation in the country and 
that Clinton has "balanced an alternative moral vision with hard fiscal and 
political realities. That holds great promise," they commented. 


"Noteworthy are his proposals for an inclusive 4ealth care programme, the 
creation of public service jobs, a major investment in children, attention to 
environmental issues, reductions in governmental expenditure, stimuli for 
business activity, and sensitive adjustments in entitlement programmes," the 
statement added. "Poverty programmes, for instance, cannot be sustained if 
reductions are insisted on. Generally these proposals offer new hope on the 
journey toward greater justice and compassion in our common life. For that 
reason, they warrant broad support." [EPS] 
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Sri Lanka: bishop protests army attack on civilians 


Bishop D.J. Ambalavanar, head of the diocese of Jaffna in the Sri Lankan 
Church of South India, sent a letter (12 January) to Sri Lankan President R. 
Premadasa protesting the 6 January air force bombing of Sithankerny which 
resulted in the killing of nine people and wounding of 16 others. 


The diocese of Jaffna is situated on the Jaffna peninsula, the main area of 
civil war between the Sri Lankan government forces and the liberation 
movements led by the largest of the militant groups, the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The LTTE and the other groups are fighting for the 
establishment of an autonomous homeland for the minority Tamils. According to 
Britannica World Data, 74 percent of Sri Lanka’s population of 17 million is 
Sinhalese. Tamils make up about 18 percent of the population. 


The bishop told the Sri Lankan leader that the attack was uncalled for because 
",.. to the best of our knowledge, there were no targets of any military 
importance" in the area, and urged the government to "restrain the air force 
from such meaningless killings". 


Bishop Ambalavanar also condemned the government-imposed travel restrictions 
on the inhabitants of the peninsula. "As citizens of this country, it is but 
natural that our people must travel to other parts of the country and 
particularly to [the capital city of] Colombo to transact their normal 
business." 


He added that the only route available for travellers out of the peninsula is 
by boat across the lagoon at Kilali, an area prohibited by the government. 
"The people however have no alternative but to ignore this prohibition when 
urgent business compels them to travel," the bishop’s letter said. 


He said that about 30 civilians had been killed in recent weeks while trying 
to cross the lagoon. "These are civilians who are travelling from one part of 
the country to another because of compelling circumstances, and for the navy 
to open fire at these helpless passengers is both inhuman and contrary to all 
international norms", the bishop said. 


Meanwhile, thousands of people held a demonstration against government 
military operations in Jaffna (11 January) and handed a petition to government 
officials through the representatives of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, foreign embassies and other international organizations represented 
in Colombo, said a statement from the Jaffna diocese of the Church of South 
India. 


The demonstration was organized to protest the suffering inflicted on the 
people by the fighting during the last 32 months. "It is obvious the people 
are no longer able to bear the intense hardships, the economic strangulation, 
deprivation of electricity and fuel, limitation on medicines and food and the 
prohibition on travel," the statement said. 


It added that as a result of the continuing fighting there are now 400,000 
displaced people and 200,000 others who have been deprived of their sources 
of livelihood. "Pregnant mothers are deprived of essential nutritional foods 
and medicines resulting in babies being born underweight. Thousands die due 
to inadequate medical attention. School children are deprived of adequate 
stationery and educational aids. Even equipment sent to the Jaffna University 
by donor agencies from abroad cannot be brought into Jaffna," the statement 
said. 


Among other demands, the demonstrators called for the immediate lifting of the 
economic embargo imposed on the Jaffna region, freedom of movement for the 
people of the region and a halt to all military activity in the area. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.37 
Tuvalu: estimates of cyclone damage released 


The Church of Tuvalu (Ekalesia Kelisiano Tuvalu) has said the government of 
Tuvalu estimates the damages caused by Cyclone Nina, which ravaged the Pacific 
island nation (3 January), at between five to ten million US dollars. The 
cyclone left over 200 people homeless, according to a letter from Kitiona 
Tausi, the church’s secretary for communication and public relations. [EPS] 
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UK court intervenes in right to die case (Robert Nowell1*) 


Church comment has been somewhat muted following the decision of the House of 
Lords, Britain’s highest court of appeal, that Tony Bland, the 22-year-old 
victim of the disaster nearly four years ago at the Hillsborough football 
ground in Sheffield, may be allowed to die. 


Roman Catholic Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, merely said 
that the case "raises serious and complex moral issues". He asked for a 
detailed study of the Lords’ judgement in the light of Catholic moral 
teaching, and is expected to issue a more detailed statement when the study 
has been completed. 


In a brief interim statement, he noted the agony of the dilemma faced by Tony 
Bland’s parents and "the acute difficulty of coming to the right decision". 
"But", he concluded, "I am very concerned about the implications of this 
judgement if the effect is to sanction death by starvation, which cannot be 
morally wight.” 


Bishop David Sheppard of Liverpool, chairman of the Church of England’s Board 
for Social Responsibility, expressed his concern that the Lords’ decision 
should not be used to bring pressure to bear on the families of other patients 
in a persistent vegetative state, and that decisions about continuing their 
treatment should always be made case by case. 


He also pointed to the important distinction between deliberate killing and 
the withdrawal of treatment and emphasized that the Church was committed to 
upholding the sanctity of life. 


In their judgement the Lords upheld the fundamental principle of the sanctity 
of human life and said that to administer a drug to a patient to bring about 
his death, even if prompted by a humanitarian desire to end his suffering, is 
"to cross the Rubicon" between the care of the living patient and euthanasia. 


In Tony Bland’s case medical treatment - artificial feeding and the use of 
antibiotics - had "no therapeutic purpose of any kind" and was also "futile" 
because there was no prospect of any improvement in his condition. 


Meanwhile, a Catholic priest well-known for his outright opposition to 
abortion and euthanasia, threatened to bring a private prosecution for murder 
should Tony Bland die. Father James Morrow, who three years ago left his 
parish of Braemar, Scotland, to devote himself to this cause on a full-time 
basis, has been mounting a picket outside the hospital in Keighley where Bland 
is being treated. 


Such public protests have been criticised by [Roman Catholic] Bishop David 
Konstant of Leeds as an unsuitable and wounding way of pursuing a fundamental 
point of doctrine. But the bishop went on to say he thought the Lords’ 
decision was wrong. "I do not think that withdrawing feeding from someone who 
is alive is permissible," he said. The way to express such feelings was not 
through demonstrating outside a hospital but through the process of the law. 
"One should not create that kind of disturbance to make a very clear moral 
point," he said. 


The Catholic weekly The Universe reported suspicions on the part of Catholic 
doctors that Tony Bland is being used by those favouring euthanasia to get the 
law changed. 


Members of the Guild of Catholic Doctors told the newspaper that Bland was 
bound to have contracted infections over the last three years, "and it would 
have been quite in order to have allowed him to slip away then, rather than 
to keep him going and attract all this publicity". 


A Universe editorial said: "It is dangerous ground we are treading, and the 
fear is real that the Law Lords’ decision on Tony Bland is the thin end of the 
wedge. Those who are warning that it could open the door to the killing of the 
incurably ill, brain-damaged and the elderly are not crying wolf." 


The paper cited the Dutch parliament’s decision to legalize voluntary 
euthanasia as "a sombre warning to us all". [EPS] 


(*Robert Nowell is a UK-based freelance writer) 
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Carey unhappy with Vatican response to ARCIC I 


The frustrations and disappointment that have overtaken Anglican-Roman 
Catholic dialogue were acknowledged by George Carey, when he addressed 
ecumenists in Belgium (13 February), writes Robert Nowell. 


Carey, who heads the Anglican Communion, admitted that "dreams and visions 
seem to have faded into a mist of disappointment and a mood of resigned 
realism ... Anglicans cannot pretend to be anything other than disappointed 
by the Vatican response to the Anglican-Roman Catholic International 
Commission (ARCIC) I; Roman Catholics are confused and disorientated by the 
movement throughout Anglicanism worldwide to ordain women to the priesthood. 
Hopes for organic unity seem to have faded; the communion for which our Lord 
prayed sometimes seems as far as ever." 


Noting that there was still a long way to travel along the road of unity, 
Archbishop Carey said: "We have to face together the awkwardness and even 
unacceptability of believing that baptism unites, but that the eucharist 
divides." Enormous areas where Anglicans and Catholics must exercise far 
greater imagination and daring remained. "It may be that it is in those things 
in which we differ most that we have most to learn from each other," he said. 


While recognizing that Anglicans had become "immeasurably the richer" through 
being exposed to the Catholic tradition of peace and justice, Carey suggested 
that Roman Catholics had something to learn too from the Anglican tradition. 
"The role of representative laity in synodically governed Church complements 
the conciliarity of bishops. Our tradition of tolerance, enriched by the 
Anglo-Saxon intellectual environment, offers a climate in which forms of 
theology can flourish which are both free and loyal to the tradition. And then 
our slow but eventual realization of the role of women within the Church, both 
lay and ordained, does, I am convinced, point to a legitimate development 
within the tradition of western Christianity." 


Earlier, the archbishop visited Strasbourg, where he addressed members of the 
European Parliament and the Council of Europe. In his address to the European 
Parliament, Carey warned against the inherent dangers of nationalism while 
affirming the importance of national identity, and warned against a Europe 
turned in on itself. "A Europe which sought to erect barriers against the rest 
of the world would to me be a betrayal, aping the dangerous habits of 
exclusive nationalism which Europeanism is supposed to overcome," he said. 


In his address to the Council of Europe, Carey called for the incorporation 
into British law of the European Convention on Human Rights. Pointing to the 
five- or six-year delay before an individual petition can be dealt with by the 
European Court of Human Rights, he acknowledged that the United Kingdom could 
be seen as part of the problem: more cases had been brought to the Court from 
the UK than from most other member countries. This was partly because the UK 
had no written constitution and the European Convention was not incorporated 
into its domestic law. 


"TI wonder if this is a tenable position," Archbishop Carey went on. "Where is 
the famous principle of subsidiarity when it comes to the adjudication of such 
human rights? I confess to a feeling of unease that we in the UK have to rely 
on a Court in Strasbourg to blow the whistle on certain human rights abuses 
in our country. There is arguably an element of irresponsibility in leaving 
our citizens to seek their rights through the lengthy procedure of a 
Strasbourg Court which is struggling with ever-growing responsibilities after 
the fall of Communism .... . [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.40 
World Methodist Council leaders visit Mexico 


Two officials of the World Methodist Council (WMC) paid a fraternal visit to 
the Methodist Church in Mexico (15-22 January). During their visit, Donald 
English and Joe Hale, WMC chairman and general secretary respectively, held 
discussions with officials of the Methodist Church in Mexico on church-state 
relations. The two leaders also heard about progress on the registration of 
the Methodist Church in Mexico as required by a new legislation on church- 
state relations. [EPS] 
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Romania: national ecumenical association founded 


The WCC’s three member churches in Romania -- Lutheran, Orthodox and Reformed 
- which have been collaborating informally with each other and international 
ecumenical agencies through AIDRom (Ajutor Interbisericesc-Departamentul 
Romania) - have decided to constitute a new association which formally 
highlights its role as a national ecumenical platform. 


At an AIDRom board meeting in Bucharest at the end of January, Bishops Kalman 
Csiha (Reformed), Christoph Klein (Lutheran) and Nifon Ploiestenul (Orthodox) 
agreed to launch the new association with a general assembly of delegates from 
the three churches in Cluj in May. Because the word "ecumenical council" has 
"negative connotations" for many people, the organization will be called the 
Ecumenical Association of the Churches in Romania (AEBRom), but the three 
church leaders said that "in many ways the association we are about to create 
will fulfil many of the functions that are normally played by a national 
council of churches. The time may come when we will choose to speak of the 
Romanian Council of Churches." 


In a press statement, the three bishops said they wanted "the establishment 
of the association to be a sign to the world that we are seeking ways together 
as churches of building a new society here and of expressing partnership with 
others whose struggle maybe is as deep as, though different from, our own. We 
see this occasion as an important step in helping to make ecumenism in Romania 
an authentic and dynamic part of the churches’ mission." 


Noting that AEBRom is "the first attempt in Eastern Europe to establish a new 
platform of ecumenical cooperation on the national level since the collapse 
of communism," the bishops expressed hope that its founding would be "a sign 
and an inspiration to some of our closest neighbours". 


A report at the AIDRom meeting said this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity (18-25 January) "was an extraordinary success" in Romania, with 
ecumenical services at the cathedral in Bucharest and in other churches there 
and throughout the country. A television documentary on the work of the 
churches was made for broadcast in early February. Two new staff members were 
also appointed, bringing the total full-time AIDRom personnel to twelve. They 
work in three teams according to priorities set by the churches: ecology, 
social-diaconal and mission-education. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.42 
USA: Disciples of Christ nominate new head 


The administrative committee of the US-based Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) has nominated Richard L. Hamm, 45, as its general minister and 
president, says a 10 February report from Disciples News Service. Hamm’s 
nomination to the highest post in the one-million-member church must be 
confirmed by a two-thirds vote of the denomination’s General Board which meets 
(17-20 April) in Schaumburg, Illinois. He then stands for election during the 
Disciples General Assembly to be held 15-20 July in St Louis. He must also 
receive a two-thirds majority of assembly votes to assume the post. [EPS] 


EPS 93.02.43. 
MECC’s Persian Gulf liaison officer appointed 


Hans Tegerman, 54, a Swedish Lutheran pastor, has been appointed Middle East 
Council of Churches’ liaison officer for the Persian Gulf to be based in 
Bahrain, writes Roy Kietzman. Tegerman, who succeeds Ian Young, served for 
25 years as pastor of the Overkalix parish in northern Sweden. He also served 
short-term military chaplaincies in the Sinai (1976), in Cyprus (1980) and in 
Lebanon (1985). [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 
UK pounds; 53.50 US dollars; 65.90 Canadian dollars; 

75 Australian dollars; 77.50 Swiss francs; 89.50 New Zealand 
dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 310 French 
francs; 310 Swedish kronas; or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


REEKKERKEKREKEEERE 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


1993 18-22 March Executive Committee Geneva 
16-23 September Executive Committee Sweden 

1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


REEKRKERKERKRKERKEKEER 


The EPS index for 1992 is available on request. However, if in previous years 
you have asked for a copy, your name is on our mailing list and you will 
automatically receive a copy. Please do not re-request. 


ReKKKKKKKRKRKRKEKKEEE 


The Life and Peace Institute, an international Christian centre for peace 
reasearch based in Sweden, is looking for a kesearch Director. Further details 
are available from The Director, Life and Peace Institute, P.O. Box 297, S-751 
05 Uppsala, Sweden. Tel: (46) 18-169500. Fax: (46) 18-693059. Deadline for all 
applications is 30 April 1993. 


REEEKKEKRKRKEKEEEER 


A global conference on Women Empowering Communication, to be organized by the 
World Association for Christian Communication, ISIS International, and the 
International Women’s Tribune Centre, will be held 12-17 February, 1994 in 
Bangkok, Thailand. Further details may be obtained from The World Association 
for Christian Communication, 357 Kennington Lane, London SE11 5QY, England. 
Tei: (O71). 582 Sisko wax: (O7L} “%35 0340. 
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WCC interventions to UN on human rights continue 


The World Council of Churches has continued its interventions to the current, 
49th, session of the United Nations Human Rights Commission meeting in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 


In earlier interventions (EPS 93.02.28), the ecumenical body addressed the 
world body on three items - Violations of human rights in southern Africa: 
report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on the Implementation of the 
Programme of Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination, and the Situation of Human Rights in the Territories of the 
former Yugoslavia. 


In its present interventions, on item 7 - Question of the Realization in all 
Countries of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ..., the WCC said it has 
become acutely aware of the serious human rights implications in situations 
where economic, social and cultural human rights are thwarted by obstacles or 
states which do not attend to their obligations under the covenant. 


"We do not support the view that difficulties in implementing civil and 
political rights are entirely a consequence of international economic policies 
which limit governments’ ability to promote and protect human rights. Neither 
do we support the view that a state’s respect for civil and political rights 
will necessarily lead to economic prosperity when serious impediments are put 
in its way by the current international economic order." 


The WCC observed that during the past decade, many countries in the south have 
embarked on economic reform programmes resulting from agreements with the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. The primary objective of 
these programmes, the WCC noted, is to improve the balance of payments by 
attracting inflows of capital, promoting exports, and reducing government 
budgets. 


"While there can be little objection to the goal of creating stable national 
and international economic conditions in which business can be done with a 
reasonable degree of security and certainty, we do not accept that this 
stability can be purchased at the cost of civil and political rights or the 
deterioration of living conditions experienced by many in the south", the WCC 
said. 


In another intervention on item 10 - Question of the human rights of all 
persons subjected to any form of detention or imprisonment - the ecumenical 
body said it was concerned about the situations in Peru, Burundi and Rwanda. 


The WCC said that in 1992 Peru recorded the highest number of disappearances 
in Latin America and in the world. In addition, the WCC said the Peruvian 
government of President Alberto Fujimori has barred the International 
Committee of the Red Cross from free access to prisoners in places of 
detention. 


Military tribunals, the WCC noted, have, in a period of six months, summarily 
condemned 104 civilian detainees, among whom were two lawyers, to life 
sentences. 


On Burundi, the WCC said that citizens belonging to the Hutu ethnic group have 
been harassed, arrested and tortured on suspicion that they are not in 
agreement with government policy. 


It said since the November 1991 alleged rebel attacks, one thousand persons 
have become victims of extra-judicial executions in the military camps of 
Bujumbura and in other parts of the country, while several others have 
disappeared. "Their families and friends have no knowledge of their 
whereabouts. Other thousands of families live in fear and pain. And since 
1991, innumerable provocations have been perpetrated by the security forces 
and used to justify repression and silence protest". 


In Rwanda, the WCC noted with "deep concern" the substantiated reports of the 
killing of a large number of civilians by government forces and death squads. 


"Representatives of churches in Africa and worldwide were part of a commission 
which visited Rwanda in January this year under the auspices of four national 
and international non-governmental organizations. [over] 


human rights commission/2 


Their reports to the World Council of Churches attest to having witnessed a 
number of mass graves containing the bodies of civilians of all ages, male and 
female." 


The WCC continued: "A climate of violence, brutality and intimidation directed 
for the most part against the Tutsi minority, raises serious questions about 
the intentions and credibility of the present regime. Churches and church 
councils express concern about the wisdom of foreign, and in particular of 
French military support being made available to the Rwandese authorities which 
contributes to human rights violations being committed there". 


On item 19 - Report of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities - the WCC said that it was concerned that a vast 
number of girls and women were forcibly taken and coerced to serve the 
Japanese Imperial Army as sex slaves before and during World War II. 


"In this process, girls and women, as young as 12 years old, were beaten, 
tortured, gang-raped and massacred by the Japanese military. These women were 
systematically abused and degraded - sexually, physically, emotionally and 
psychologically ...", the WCC noted. 


The WCC also expressed concern over the plight of indigenous people around the 
world in an intervention on item 28 - Commemoration of the International Year 
of the World’s Indigenous People. 


The intervention observed that indigenous people around the world continue to 
"suffer the aggression of cultural homogenizing processes that destroy their 
values through the imposition of alien cultures", adding, "indigenous peoples’ 
languages are not respected and recognized". 


The intervention continued: "The legal systems of countries they are living 
in do not always respect indigenous peoples’ social organization, communal way 
of life, understanding of justice, and full respect for life and the 


environment. Their traditional religions, burial grounds and sacred sites 
continue to suffer desecration. Racism, discrimination and human rights 
violations are experienced daily by indigenous peoples", the intervention 
said. 


The intervention recalled the WCC Seventh Assembly (7-20 February 1991 in 
Canberra/Australia) statement - Indigenous Peoples and Land Rights - in which 
the ecumenical body affirmed to work towards the goal of justice through 
sovereignty, self-determination and land rights for the indigenous peoples. 


The WCC reminded the Commission that the lives of indigenous peoples around 
the world are tied to their land. "Their lives cannot be conceived separately 
from the land to which they belong. In their traditional and spiritual way 
of life there is an absolute connection with the land and only in continuing 
this relationship can they preserve their own identity... ." [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.02 
African Catholic bishops’ synod to be held in Rome 


During his visit to Uganda in February, Pope John Paul II announced that the 
April 1994 special synod of bishops for Africa will take place in Rome. 


According to the British Catholic weekly The Tablet, the pontiff’s decision 
has come as a disappointment to African Catholics, who hoped it would be held 
in Africa. 


Already in 1977 the idea of an "African Council on African soil", modelled on 
the African councils of the early church, was proposed by African priests and 
laity and adopted by the pan-African bishops’ association SECAN. But when the 
Pope took over the project in 1989, The Tablet says, it ceased to be a 
unilateral initiative of the African bishops "and became instead an adjunct 
of the Pope’s universal ministry and therefore firmly under the papal 
control. 


The Pope told the planning committee at its meeting in Kampala that the 
Vatican venue would be "a sign of the tie between the bishops of Africa and 
the bishop of Rome". He said he himself planned to travel to Africa after the 
synod for "a celebration phase to solemnly promulgate the fruits of the 
special assembly". [EPS] 
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South Africa: initial Reformed unity talks fail 


An attempt at unity between the racially separated Dutch Reformed churches in 
South Africa came to naught during a stormy, closed meeting in Bloemfontein, 
Orange Free State (18 February), writes John Evenson of the UK-based Southern 
African Church News. 


The concern for unity is important, not least because the white Dutch Reformed 
Church (DRC) will not be accepted back into the Geneva-based World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches (WARC) until it has convinced that body that it has 
turned its back on apartheid. Meanwhile, a WARC consultation on unity for 
churches of the Dutch Reformed tradition in southern Africa is scheduled for 
3-5 March in Johannesburg. 


The disruption of merger talks came as the "Coloured" Dutch Reformed Mission 
Church (DRC-M) and the "Black" Dutch Reformed Church in Africa (DRC-A) decided 
that the DRC’s proposals for unity were little more than a continuation of 
apartheid, this time expressed in terms of the preservation of "cultural and 
ethnic groups". 


To atone for the past, the two churches called upon their Dutch Reformed 
"mother" church to openly declare apartheid a heresy, affirm this as a 
confession of faith, and, in a demonstration of this confession, break its 
ties with the secret Afrikaner society known as the Broederbond. 


These calls disturbed Peter Potgeiter, moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church. 
"I thought that was something of the past", he said, "because we have very 
clearly distanced ourselves from apartheid and everything that goes with it." 


On the last call alone, Potgeiter seemed to be on insecure ground. He and 
many other prominent leaders in the DRC are known to be members of the 
Broederbond, the clandestine protector of Afrikaner cultural, economic and 
political power since its founding in 1918. The Broederbond has been the 
elite think-tank of apartheid, orchestrating Afrikaner domination of the 
nation through members well-placed in church, government and commerce. Most 
of the cabinet, including President de Klerk, are Broeders, as are key leaders 
in South Africa’s military, security police and civil service. Recent 
newspaper reports indicate the Broederbond’s current strategy is to ensure 
"Afrikaner survival" by expanding membership from the ranks of educators, 
clergy and government officials. "We are dismayed that the white church can 
be understood to be in the grips of the secret Broederbond", said Zak Mokgoeba 
of DRC-A. "When you talk to them, you find that their allegiance is to the 
racist Afrikaner ideology... not to the Gospel of Jesus Christ." 


DRC leaders, among them Broeder members Potgeiter and Johan Heyns, defend the 


Brotherhood. Potgeiter says that his church has twice investigated the 
Broederbond and found "nothing that indicated that membership would 
detrimentally affect the work of a minister in the church." Heyns protested 


at questions in the meeting about his membership, saying if his "integrity as 
a human being was being questioned, we cannot talk any further." 


But Russell Botman, vice-moderator of the DRC-M, said it is Heyns’ integrity 
as a Christian brother that is at stake. Botman told Heyns, "If you are a 
brother of those in the racist Broederbond, then you cannot be our brother." 


The white church’s model for unity also dismayed the DRC-M and DRC-A. The 
fact that the DRC has declared its congregations are now open to all races has 
not, in the eyes of Black church leaders, been more than a gesture. According 
to Botman, the DRC’s proposal for unity still presumes separation to be the 
norm. It would set up a new "bonding synod" over the existing racially 
divided structures. All groups would meet in this synod for prayers and 
limited decision-making, but policy for each of the old churches, now to be 
divided according to culture, would be determined by their own separate local 
and national deliberative bodies. [over] 
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Instead of one integrated church, it would be "like a four-chambered 
parliament", said Botman, "with White, Coloured, Indian and Black interest 
groups, defined now in terms of culture instead of race, each with their own 
synod." 


The demands that the DRC must clearly declare apartheid a heresy and the 
condemnation of apartheid a "status confessionis", a confessional matter, are 
also stumbling blocks to the merger. 


Until now, the DRC has refused to go beyond calling racism a "grievous sin" 
and apartheid a "Serious deviation". The Afrikaner church is reluctant to 
condemn as heretics its former members, now dead, who, according to its Church 
and Society statement of 1990, supported apartheid with "honest and noble 
intentions... concerned to achieve the optimal development of all population 
groups within the framework of their own cultural traditions". 


For the 85 per cent of South Africa’s people who suffered under apartheid, the 
white church’s past blessing of the system of enforced racial discrimination 
is not so easily forgotten. 


Members of the Coloured and Black churches remember the pass laws; the forced 
removals from their houses and lands; the brutal police and security force 
activities against those who called for justice and human rights; the people 
killed in prison, in political assassinations or who died from disease in the 
poverty-stricken homelands and townships. 


They are dismayed that white Christians believe they can erase the years of 
brutality by saying, "we made a mistake, apartheid was sinful", and then 
continue with policies, now less overtly oppressive, preserving white 
Afrikaner economic, political, cultural and religious power. 


But white church officials seem to expect the black churches to be grateful 
for the DRC’s admission that apartheid was sinful. They now adopt the role 
of victim, saying, in effect, "how can you not forgive us and accept our model 
for church unity?" 


The meeting had one unifying result. The DRC-M and the DRC-A representatives 
had not been of one mind regarding their own unity plans. Set to merge 
themselves a number of times in the past, they stepped back because certain 
influential leaders thought it would be better to join all four Dutch Reformed 
churches together at one time. 


Now, with a combined membership larger than the DRC, the DRC-M and DRC-A plan 
to combine in a "Uniting Dutch Reformed Church" in April 1994. They have 
invited the DRC and the tiny Indian Reformed Church to join them in this fully 
integrated church, with people from all races united at every level of worship 
and decision-making. 

According to Sam Buti, moderator of the DRC-A, the door for the DRC to join 
the Black churches is still open. "We are already one body in Christ, and we 
must work out that one practical unity in the structure of one body." 


Botman also urges the DRC to accept the invitation to "unite with the Black 
churches on the basis of a non-racial unity, with no protection for any group 
or racial cultures". 


"If they do", he says, "we will accept that as living proof that they have 
broken away from apartheid and have accepted the confessional stance of the 
Black churches." 


Botman is also adamant on the problem of the Broederbond: "We cannot have a 
church controlled by a faceless, anonymous power body. It is unacceptable. 
They must resign their membership in the Broederbond." 


"We want deeds now", said Botman, "it is too late for words." [EPS] 
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Church of England synod discusses Africa, abortion 


Africa, the role of the Prime Minister in church appointments, abortion, the 
future of the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) and Sunday trading were 
the chief topics at the 16-18 February meeting of the Church of England’s 
general synod. The meeting was to some extent overshadowed by continuing 
tension following last November’s decision to approve the ordination of women 
priests (EPS 92.11.28). This was symbolized by the separate meeting of the 
100 or so synod members opposed to this decision, held over the road in the 
Methodist Central Hall for an hour and a half while the synod was discussing 
education and the liturgy, a meeting marked by concern to squeeze out of the 
bishops the best possible terms for staying within the Church of England 
rather than any hankering after Rome, writes Robert Nowell. 


"Africa deserves a new deal from the world", the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
George Carey, said during a debate on the opening day of the meeting, which 
concluded with the synod calling on the British government to accelerate 
building up its aid budget to the UN target level of 0.7 per cent of gross 
national product and to take "urgent steps" to improve the terms of trade for 
African nations. 


"Africa must surely be released from the crippling burden of debt", said 
Carey. "Africans must be allowed to live with dignity and take their proper 
place in the international community." Calling for both government and 


voluntary aid not to be cut back but instead increased, he said: "I believe 
the British people are not prepared to see development aid to Africa diminish, 
even when recession bites at home. As Christians we maintain that our true 
interests are served by generosity, and that simple justice demands that we 
recognize our responsibilities." 


Introducing the debate, the Bishop of Coventry, Simon Barrington-Ward, former 
general secretary of the Church Missionary Society, described debt as the 
greatest and most catastrophic burden on contemporary Africa. There was 
indeed a reverse flow whereby cumulatively, year upon year, more money was 
flowing out of sub-Saharan Africa to the developed world than was coming into 
the area through aid or trade. Western efforts so far to re-schedule debt or 
write it off had proved inadequate. Even the Trinidad Terms and such actions 
as Britain writing off all Zambia’s aid debts still did not represent "even 
the beginning of a solution that could cope with the enormous size of the 
problem". Nothing less than "widespread integrated and dramatic action" by 
all concerned was needed. 


Earlier, the synod heard from the Archbishop of York, John Habgood, a firm 
defence of the involvement of the Prime Minister in the appointment of the 
Church of England’s suffragan (auxiliary) bishops and cathedral deans. Before 
the synod was a report which recommended doing away with this, but specific 
proposals for change will only be brought before the synod later - and after 
Habgood’s intervention they are hardly likely to include any suggestion that 
Downing Street should be cut out of such appointments. 


Archbishop Habgood warned that some people might misguidedly get the 
impression from the report that the long-term objective was to remove the 
Prime Minister’s role from the appointment of diocesan bishops. (Since 1976 
such appointments have been made by a small church committee putting forward 
two names to the Prime Minister on the understanding that he or she will 
forward the first of these to the Queen for appointment. 


Suffragan bishops are at present in effect appointed by the diocesan bishop, 
who forwards two names to Downing Street for the Prime Minister to put the 
first name forward to the Queen; and deans are nominated by the Prime Minister 
on the basis of soundings carried out by his or her appointments secretary. ) 


Urging the synod to "stop wandering about this particular minefield", Habgood 
said that the crucial issue was that the Prime Minister was acting as chief 
Minister of state to advise the head of state. [over] 
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"The Queen", he explained, "is not supreme governor of the Church of England 
simply in a personal capacity... She is supreme governor by virtue of being 
head of state." 


On abortion, debated on the second day, a private member’s motion calling for 
the legal time-limit to be reduced from the present 24 or 26 to 18 weeks was 
passed over in favour of an amendment described as "wishy-washy" by the mover 
of the original motion, Jonathan Redden, an orthopaedic surgeon. 


This amendment, put forward by the Church’s Board for Social Responsibility, 
called the number of abortions carried out under the 1967 Abortion Act 
"unacceptably high"; said there was an urgent need to reduce significantly the 
demand for abortion through, among other things, church and society creating 
a caring climate in which real alternatives to abortion were available; 
supported the medical profession in trying to ensure that, when abortion had 
to be undertaken, it was carried out as early as possible; and stressed that, 
on the rare occasions when abortion was carried out later than 24 weeks on the 
grounds of serious foetal handicap, this should be interpreted strictly as 
applying to those conditions where survival was possible only for a very short 
period. 


But the synod was given notice that opponents of abortion will not let the 
matter rest. Redden assured the synod that they would continue to bring the 
question up on the agenda until "this height of human folly in the 20th 
century" had disappeared from the face of the earth. 


On the future of the BBC, debated on the third day, the synod showed strong 
support for its continued funding through the licence fee, currently £80 a 
year per household, and for the BBC’s role as the main provider of public 
service broadcasting. 


On Sunday trading, the synod was unanimous in accepting a lengthy resolution 
which affirmed the importance of Sunday as a day for spiritual renewal, rest 
and recreation and for the nurturing of family life; deplored the deliberate 
flouting of the law by "powerful commercial interests" - a reference to the 
supermarket chains and do-it-yourself stores which have made a habit of 
opening for trade on Sunday against the law; and expressed its belief that any 
reform of the law governing Sunday trading ought to preserve "in a distinct 
and public way" the day’s special character. 


To this end it called for "clear and enforceable legislation" which would 
control retailing first according to the type of shop and secondly according 
to the hours of opening, as well as legal protection for shop-workers who in 
conscience chose not to work on Sundays. 


The government has promised Parliament that it will be able to choose between 
three options to amend the present law on Sunday trading, which everyone 
agrees is in need of reform. These would be total deregulation; limited hours 
of opening; and restrictions based on the type of shop. A private member’s 
bill which would restrict Sunday trading to certain types of small shops was 
given a second reading in the House of Commons on 22 January this year by 214 
votes to 41. [EPS] 
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Browne, first Liberian-born Anglican bishop, dies 


George Daniel Browne, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Liberia and 
Archbishop of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of West Africa, died on 
14 February in Milwaukee, Wisconsin/USA. He was 59. Browne was consecrated 
Bishop of Liberia on 6 August 1970, thus becoming the first Liberian-born 
bishop of the church. In 1982, he was elected by the house of bishops as 
Archbishop of the Anglican Church of the Province of West Africa. A highly- 
regarded church leader in the West African region, Archbishop Browne had been 
a leading force for peace and reconciliation during the recent critical years 
in his own country, and, as president of the Liberian Council of Churches, had 
initiated significant programmes of relief to victims around the country. 
[EPS] 
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US: ecumenical body to focus on urban development 


An effort launched by the (US) National Council of Churches at its November 
board meeting to give urban needs priority attention is beginning to take 
shape, writes Tracy Early. 


This initiative, developed in response to the riots last year in Los Angeles 
(EPS 92.05.29, 05.31), includes action to encourage greater investment in 
impoverished areas of the inner cities by business, government and other 
sources, as well as the churches themselves. 


It also involves promoting the idea of an urban volunteer corps and 
strengthening the role of churches in community organizing and public policy 
education. 


At an Urban Planning and Strategy Conference held by the NCC (6-8 January), 
the goals were developed in greater detail, and working groups were 
established to focus on the various dimensions of the strategy. 


Working with a modest 1993 budget of 200,000 US dollars for this initiative, 
the NCC does not propose to operate major new urban programmes itself, but to 
stimulate activity by churches and other forces, and to coordinate the 
activity of denominational and ecumenical bodies. It is establishing only a 
small Urban Secretariat to provide staff assistance. 


N. Jean Sindab, a former executive of the World Council of Churches’ Programme 
to Combat Racism who is now with the NCC’s Prophetic Justice unit, gives full 
time to the urban strategy. She reports that people in the churches sense 
that the nation faces an urban crisis, and that many of them are calling her 
to offer support. 


Charles Rawlings, a Presbyterian minister who is director of the New Jersey 
Council of Churches, has been seconded to spend most of his time serving on 
the secretariat. And several other church agencies have seconded individuals 
to give lesser amounts of time on particular projects. 


Part of the NCC strategy is to galvanize church support for urban aid 
programmes of the new administration of President Bill Clinton, and help him 
Overcome opposition to increased spending at a time he is trying to raise 
taxes. 


On 19 February, two days after Clinton delivered his State of the Union 
address to Congress (EPS 93.02.35), NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell 
held a press conference in Washington to spotlight NCC appeals for more 
government action to deal with the "poverty, violence and inadequate human 
services" in "our ailing urban communities". 


Reporting on inquiries made to 100 urban ecumenical leaders, she said they 
spoke of people "overwhelmed by racism, by violence, too many guns and 
devastating trade in drugs". 


And she said they pleaded "for job, and job training, for child care, for good 
schools, health care and housing and dignity". 


Among other church leaders at the press conference was Charles G. Adams, a 
Detroit pastor who is president of the (black) Progressive National Baptist 
Convention and chairman of the NCC’s Urban Strategy Committee. 


"What my city of Detroit needs, and all American cities and towns need, is a 
return to economic vitality", he said. "That return will require the creation 
of a system of hope - hope that can make clear to young teenagers that if they 
take the economic and educational opportunities seriously, they can prosper, 
and have an exciting future that includes their own self-develoment and the 
promise of stability for their families and children yet unborn." [EPS] 
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Human rights violations in the US reported 


Black people in North America are the victims not of civil but of human rights 
violations. The distinction was made by representatives of the December 12th 
Movement, a US-based group, at a presentation (11 February) at the Ecumenical 
Centre, the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches. The 
December 12th Movement is a member of the International Association Against 
Torture, which has consultative status with the United Nations. 


The distinction is a fundamental one and explains why the December 12th 
Movement has attended the last four sessions of the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission (UNHRC), and is using the current session to press for the 
appointment of a Special Rapporteur on Racism to examine the situation of 
"Africans in America". 


Attending the presentation, arranged by the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) 
of the WCC’s Programme Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation, were WCC staff 
members, UN mission representatives and delegates to the UNHRC from government 
and non-governmental human rights organizations of several African, Asian, 
Latin American countries. 


According to the Movement, US government statistics on economics, poverty, 
infant mortality, health, housing and homelessness, education, criminal 
justice, drugs, and environment provide ample evidence that after centuries, 
Black people in the US live in conditions of underdevelopment and oppression 
caused by racism. 


The point, asserted December 12th Movement member Viola Plummer, is that 
employment, housing, adequate health care and "the pursuit and development of 
our culture" are human rights; the fact that they "do not exist for our 
people" is not a civil rights problem since civil rights laws exist. 


"The government of the US has passed at least 19,000 statutes on civil 
rights", Plummer reported. "Each year Congress reinforces a so-called ‘Voting 
Rights Bill’ full of things it is supposed to guarantee. No other country in 
the world passes a law for citizens’ rights every year. If you’re a citizen 
you don’t need a law every year!" 


December 12th in fact contends that the 40 million Blacks born in the US are 
not really citizens in the political and economic sense but "people in a 
foreign land", another distinction which it highlights by calling Blacks 
"Africans in America" rather than Afro-Americans or African Americans. 


December 12th draws a parallel between "two distinct standards of human rights 
- one for Whites and one for Blacks" in the US, and "the same type of double 
standard" in the UN where "there seems to be one standard for the US and 
another for the rest of the world". The Movement campaign to get a Special 
Rapporteur on Racism to investigate the’situation of Blacks in the US aims at 
application of a single standard for the acknowledgement and enforcement of 
human rights in the US and globally. [EPS] 
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Namibia: ecumenical body elects new head 


A Lutheran pastor has been elected new general secretary of the Council of 
Churches in Namibia (CCN). Ngeno Nakamhela, 48, succeeds Abisai Shevajali who 
held the position for nine years. Nakamhela was previously director of the 
Social Diaconal Ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic 
of Namibia. 


Also elected are Bartholomeus Karuaera, a Methodist Episcopal Church minister 
who becomes CCN vice president and Sylvia Heita who was elected as alternate 
vice president. [EPS] 
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UK: conference on democratic reform in Malawi held 


The government of Malawi continues to resist the call for democracy, good 
governance and respect for human rights, says a statement issued by members 
of the Public Affairs Committee of Malawi (PAC), a broad-based body consisting 
of representatives of the churches, the Muslim community, the business 
community, the legal profession, the Alliance for Democracy (AFORD) and the 
United Democratic Front. The PAC statement was issued following a conference 
hosted by the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland held (17-19 
February) in Swanwick, United Kingdom, to discuss the process towards 
democratic rule in Malawi. 


In March 1992 (EPS 92.04.07), the bishops of the Roman Catholic church in 
Malawi issued a pastoral letter critical of the autocratic rule of Kamuzu 
Banda and the abuse of human rights. The government retaliated by briefly 
jailing the bishops and expelling an Irish priest. The international 
community responded by severely cutting development aid to the country. 


In response to that pressure, the government announced a national referendum 
in which the people of Malawi are asked to choose between perpetuation of the 
present one-party system and the introduction of a multi-party system. 


According to the PAC statement, United Nations criteria are not met by the 
government’s arrangements for the referendum. These include lack of 
independence in the constitution, the wording of the referendum question, the 
government’s insistence on two ballot boxes in each polling station, and the 
continuing harassment of pressure groups and the disruption of public meetings 
called by them. 


The statement added: "The conference expressed its strong support for the PAC 
in its unifying role as it seeks to secure rapid, tangible and irreversible 
progress towards a new political order in which fundamental human rights will 
be respected, the rule of law will prevail and the people will play their 
proper part in choosing their government." 


The Swanwick meeting agreed to seek financial help for the PAC to help it 
prepare for the referendum and for voter education and urged the international 
community to maintain political and economic pressure on the Malawian 
government to ensure a rapid resolution of the crisis. 


The conference urged the Malawian government to observe all the 
recommendations laid down by the UN for the holding of a free and fair 
national referendum, release all political prisoners, declare an amnesty for 
all exiles and repeal all laws inconsistent with fundamental human rights and 
democratic government. 


In June last year (EPS 92.06.40), the World Council of Churches wrote a letter 
to President Banda in which it expressed "great concern" over the political 
developments in that country. Signed by then-general secretary Emilio Castro, 
the letter urged Banda "to heed the call for peaceful political change which 
would be in tune with the deep African spiritual value of human life and 
family". [EPS] 
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All parties guilty of violence in South Africa 


For over 30 years, warring factions in South Africa have been conditioning 
their followers to see violence as the way to solve problems and have ended 
up creating a "culture of violence", says Hugh Wetmore, general secretary of 
the Evangelical Fellowship of South Africa. 


Wetmore says all South Africans suffer "inner anguish as we hear of and 
witness the ugly violence that is tearing the guts out of our nation". But, 
he added, the "real truth" is that all factions involved in the conflict share 
the blame for creating a violent culture. He attributed this state of affairs 
to a people made desperate by alcohol and drug abuse, the breakdown of the 
family and a poor economy with resulting poverty. 


He said Evangelical Christians have contributed to the climate by their non- 
involvement. False evangelical "pietism" has kept the very people who ought 
to make a difference out of politics, he added. [EPS] 
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Anglican joint meeting says no to "uniate" church 


A resolution approved overwhelmingly by the joint meeting of the Anglican 
Consultative Council and the Anglican Communion’s Primates said "no" to a push 
for a separate ecclesial jurisdiction to serve parishes opposed to the 
ordination of women (EPS 93.01.45). 


A press release issued (28 January) from Cape Town/South Africa, venue of the 
18-30 January joint gathering, said that the meeting affirmed "the continuing 
place in the Anglican Communion both of those who oppose and those who accept 
the ordination of women", and committed the joint meeting to "maintaining the 
highest level of communion within the Anglican Communion in the future". The 
resolution clearly restates the position of a 1988 Lambeth Conference action 
that denied the possibility of "parallel" or "non-geographical" jurisdiction. 


In a such a system, a parish opposed to the ordination of women might be 
served by a bishop sympathetic to their position rather than by the bishop in 
charge of its particular diocese. 


The Lambeth Conference language, reaffirmed by the joint South African 
conference, stressed "the historical position of respect for diocesan 
boundaries and the authority of bishops within these boundaries", and affirmed 
that it is "deemed inappropriate behaviour for any bishop or priest of the 
Communion to exercise episcopal or pastoral ministry within a diocese without 
first obtaining the permission and invitation of the ecclesial authority 
itself". 


At the same time, continued the press release, the joint conference called for 
pastoral provisions to minister to those opposed to women’s ordination, 
specifically through the continuation of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Commission on Communion and Women in the Episcopate, otherwise known as the 
Eames Commission after its chair, Robert Eames, primate of Ireland. 


The decision also called upon the bishops of the Anglican Communion to be 
scrupulously fair in the exercise of pastoral care to those who oppose and 
those who accept the ordination of women. 


Last November, the Church of England general synod voted to ordain women by 
a slender margin (EPS 92.11.28), a move that has been opposed by some elements 
within the Anglican Communion. 


One of the opponents of the measure, the former bishop of London, Graham 
Leonard, proposed the setting up of an Anglian Uniate personal prelature as 
a way to accommodate English Anglicans unhappy with the general synod’s 
decision (EPS 92.12.28). However, his proposal received little support even 
from some of the bishops who voted against the ordination of women. [EPS] 
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Mongolia: churches growing fast, says church body 


A 15 February report from the US-based World Evangelical Fellowship says that 
the number of Christians in the former communist country of Mongolia has shot 
up to 1,000 from an estimated 15 in 1991. The report adds that an estimated 
2,000 people attend church on Sundays. 


The report quotes David C. Cook, a former World Evangelical Fellowship 
International Director who had recently returned from Mongolia, as having said 
that the churches there are growing despite an economy that is "in shambles". 


Since Mongolia abandoned communism two years ago, the report said, a number 
of mission agencies have been able to enter Mongolia. They include Asian 
Outreach, Campus Crusade and Youth With a Mission. The Assemblies of God and 
Southern Baptists are also there. 


According to Howard, one challenge for the young Mongolian churches is the 
translation and availability of the Scriptures. He added that the kind of 
missionaries needed there are "those who will go and plant themselves in the 
soil of Mongolia, learning the language, becoming part of the culture and 
identifying with the people". [EPS] 
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Romania: national ecumenical association founded 


The WCC’s three member churches in Romania - Lutheran, Orthodox and Reformed - 
which have been collaborating informally with each other and international 
ecumenical agencies through AIDRom (Ajutor Interbisericesc-Departamentul 
Romania) - have decided to constitute a new association which formally 
highlights its role as a national ecumenical platform. 


At an AIDRom board meeting in Bucharest at the end of January, Bishops Kalman 
Csiha (Reformed), Christoph Klein (Lutheran) and Nifon Ploiestenul (Orthodox) 
agreed to launch the new association with a general assembly of delegates from 
the three churches in Cluj in May. Because the word "ecumenical council" has 
"negative connotations" for many people, the organization will be called the 
Ecumenical Association of the Churches in Romania (AEBRom), but the three 
church leaders said that "in many ways the association we are about to create 
will fulfil many of the functions that are normally played by a national 
council of churches. The time may come when we will choose to speak of the 
Romanian. Council of Churches." 


In a press statement, the three bishops said they wanted "the establishment 
of the association to be a sign to the world that we are seeking ways together 
as churches of building a new society here and of expressing partnership with 
others whose struggle maybe is as deep as, though different from, our own. 
We see this occasion as an important step in helping to make ecumenism in 
Romania an authentic and dynamic part of the churches’ mission." 


Noting that AEBRom is "the first attempt in Eastern Europe to establish a new 
platform of ecumenical cooperation on the national level since the collapse 
of communism", the bishops expressed hope that its founding would be "a sign 
and an inspiration to some of our closest neighbours". 


A report at the AIDRom meeting said this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian 


Unity (18-25 January) "was an extraordinary success" in Romania, with 
ecumenical services at the cathedral in Bucharest and in other churches there 
and throughout the country. A television documentary on the work of the 


churches was made for broadcast in early February. 


Two new staff members were also appointed, bringing the total full-time AIDRom 
personnel to twelve. They work in three teams according to priorities set by 
the churches: ecology, social-diaconal and mission-education. [EPS] 
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Forty-first graduate school at Bossey closes 


The 41st Graduate School of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, 
closed on 23 February. Fifty-four participants from 30 countries participated 
in the four-month programme which met under the theme, Towards an Inclusive 
Community (EPS 92.10.90). 


Addressing representatives of the local churches, the University of Geneva, 
staff, participants and other invited guests on.the theme of the programme, 
WCC Deputy General Secretary Mercy Oduyoye said that the world in which we 
live is full of inequalities and differentiation. "Economics, religion, 
culture, gender - all bring with them differences that we turn into status and 
accordingly include or exclude persons from our circle", she said. 


Oduyoye encouraged the participants "to go with a vision of an inclusive 
community" and urged them not "to be blinded by systems that favour you, 
neither let yourself be socialized into accepting them when they are unjust 
to you and inhumane". Earlier, Eric Fuchs, dean of the Faculty of Theology 
at the University of Geneva, said tolerance was the first step to achieving 
an inclusive community. [EPS] 
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Russia: human rights centre opened 


Representatives of the French and international sections of ACAT (Action of 
Christians for the Abolition of Torture) and a French organization of 
Christian police officers were on hand for the official opening of a human 
rights centre in St Petersburg, Russia, on 12 February. 


ACAT is co-sponsoring the centre, whose offices are in the building of the 
Russian organization "Open Christianity". 


The centre, intended as a place of encounter and dialogue as well as promotion 
of human rights, is giving priority to human rights education, according to 
the Catholic news service APIC. One goal is to help educators to integrate the 
study of human rights into curricula. 


The centre will also sponsor conferences for students and politicians. 


Other plans include opening a public library and documentation centre and an 
office in which lawyers will be available for consultation by individuals on 
particular cases - a facility seriously lacking in Russia according to APIC. 


Vladimir Porech, president of the new centre, said that given the fragility 
of Russian democracy, "civil society must take charge of defending and 
promoting human values". The only antidote to the fearful power of money, he 
said, is "to create a civil society composed of free and responsible citizens. 
And human rights manifest the dignity of the human person at the same time as 
they are an instrument at the service of that dignity." [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.16 
Parts of the Bible now in over 2,000 languages 


The United Bible Societies’ 1993 annual report on Scripture translations says 
there are now 2,009 languages into which at least one book of the Bible has 
been translated, up 31 during 1992. Complete Bibles are available in 329 
languages and New Testaments in 770 others. 


Regional totals of languages into which at least one book of the Bible has 
been translated are Africa (576), Asia (498), Oceania (325), Europe (189), 
North America (70), Latin America and Caribbean (348). Portions of Scripture 
or the complete Bible are also available in three "constructed languages". 


Seven languages received complete Bibles for the first time in 1992: 
Naga:Konyak and Sora in India, Zomi in India and Myanmar (Burma), Modern 
Georgian and Tajik in the former USSR, Iban in Malaysia and Maasai in Kenya. 
There were also completely new translations of the Bible into Danish, Finnish 
and Gaelic. The UBS is involved in 6092, language projects, of which 419 are 
languages in which at least one part of the Bible is being translated for the 
first time. Estimates of the total number of languages in the world range from 
5,000 to 6,500. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.17 
Churches divided on US-Vatican diplomatic relations 


US churches and ecumenical organizations seem divided on a sensitive church- 
state issue - diplomatic relations with the Holy See. 


According to Baptist Press, the Church of the Brethren, Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and Seventh-day Adventists joined the Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission and the National Association of Evangelicals in signing a 15 
February letter asking President Bill Clinton not to "perpetuate the Reagan- 
Bush policy" of appointing an ambassador to the Vatican. [over] 


us-vatican relations/2 


Other groups, including the Baptist Joint Committee and the National Council 
of Churches, declined the Southern Baptist invitation to sign the letter. Both 
Clinton and Vice President Al Gore are members of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the US’s largest Protestant denomination. 


Baptist Press recalls that "nearly every Protestant group in the US" opposed 
former President Ronald Reagan’s appointment of William Wilson as the first 
US ambassador to the Vatican in 1984. 


In 1960, the only Roman Catholic president of the US, John Kennedy, said a US 
ambassador to the Vatican would be "unconstitutional". But a federal court 
dismissed suits filed by churches and religious liberty organizations to 
challenge Reagan’s decision, and the US Supreme Court refused to hear the case 
on appeal. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.18 
Brazil: church body opposes death penalty 


In a public statement, CONIC, the National Council of Churches in Brazil, has 
condemned proposals to restore the death penalty to counteract violence and 
crime in the country’s urban areas. 


The ecumenical statement said the death penalty already exists de facto in the 
country, with daily accounts of the killing of street children and young 
people in the cities and of men and women working for social justice in rural 
areas. Growing homelessness, the increasing number of victims of the country’s 
economic model, death squads, organized crime and the drugs trade are also 
"implementations of the death penalty", CONIC said, "and some sectors of 
society also wish the state to have the right to kill, which means yet one 
more mechanism of violence." 


Urging that "violence cannot be fought with violence, nor death with death, 
but with the life in plenitude given by Jesus Christ", the statement rejected 
the idea of a referendum on capital punishment and called on all Brazilians 
to struggle against "every word, act and organization that seek to wreak 
revenge, violence or death by any means, whether legal or illegal". [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.19 
Catholic priests increase for first time in 13 years 


For the first time in thirteen years, the number of Catholic priests in the 
world has increased slightly, although figures vary from region to region, 
according to the new pontifical annual to be published at the end of March. 


According to the annual, the Roman Catholic Church now has 153 cardinals, 
4,091 bishops and 404,031 priests. The number of priests is up two-tenths of 
“one per cent from the 1992 figure. Half of the priests are Europeans and 30 
per cent are in the US. 


EPS 93.03.20 
Book on human rights abuses in Colombia launched 


Launched during the 49th session of the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva 
late February, State Terrorism in Colombia (El Terrorismo de Estado en 
Colombia) details the cases of 350 members of the Colombian security forces, 
248 soldiers and 102 police officers, many of them holding high-level posts, 
who are accused of human rights crimes but benefit from de facto impunity. A 
carefully-guarded secret until its launch, the book was published by a 
coalition of church and human rights organizations who consider that 
identifying and punishing the criminals would be a first step towards a return 
to law in Colombia. Introducing the book to the press on behalf of the NGO 
Coalition (16 February) was WCC Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs staff member, Charles Harper. [EPS] 
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Ecuview: The Politicians Are Coming (Bennie Witbooi) 


This abridged item first appeared in the February 1993 edition of Eculink, a publication of the Western 
Province Council of Churches (WPCC) in South Africa. Witbooi is an ecumenical officer for the WPCC 


"Beware of false prophets, who come to you dressed up as sheep while 
underneath they are savage wolves." 


When ministers of the church act in concert with the government and fail to 
challenge the corruption of the state, they are often viewed as good ministers 
who do not meddle in politics but preach the gospel. On the other hand, when 
ministers of the church do not act in concert with the government and 
challenge the corruption of the state, they are often viewed as bad ministers 
who meddle in politics and preach a distorted gospel. Both groups have a 
political consciousness, which finds expression in their support for or 
opposition to the same government. 


The nationalist government, which for decades oppressed the majority of the 
people in the land, whose evil deeds must still be uncovered when the veil of 
secrecy which presently hides it is lifted, has suddenly emerged with a new 
agenda. 


Suddenly the wolves have put on sheep’s clothing. The former oppressors claim 
to have become the champions of the oppressed, the marginalized, the 
minorities. The engineers of an evil immoral and unbiblical ideology will 
suddenly become the engineers of righteousness, justice and peace. The same 
government who taught people to be racists, by structuring a society based on 
ethnic division, will suddenly become non-racist and the champion of human 
rights. The wolf in sheep’s clothing is so convinced that his camouflage is 
not noticeable, that he rushes into the midst of the non-persons, trying to 
convince them that he is the only one that can secure their future. 


In parliament they are succeeding. The clowns in the tricameral parliament 
are rushing to join the nationalist government, not to serve the few who voted 
for them, but to secure their salaries, pensions and perks. And the sheep are 
confused. Some are unable to detect the false clothing and are ready to 
follow. It is sad that many coloureds are willing to accept the wolf in 
sheep’s clothing, because the very ideology which forced them to internalize 
norms and values of racism are now at work making them believe that a Black 
government will destroy them. Better the flesh pots of Egypt with harsh 
measure of subjugation than the uncertain wilderness with possibilities of 
suffering and pain. 


A democratic government will not lead us to paradise. There will be 
corruption, power struggles and evil for as long as human beings remain in a 
state of sin. To reject a democratic government solely because Blacks will 
be in the majority, is racist. We must remain committed to all those who 
struggled to remove the oppressive grip which the nationalist government had 
over the majority of the people in the land. It will be politically foolish 
to return willingly and unquestioningly that same power to the nationalist 
government. 


The wolf in sheep’s clothing remains a wolf. The things said in parliament 
do not find expression in the day-to-day life of people. Racism is rife, in 
the urban areas and more so in the rural areas. Farm workers and domestic 
workers are exploited, people are still treated as less than human, white 
superiority is still embraced in our society. At the moment the nationalist 
government is convinced that it will get a majority of votes from a coloured 
group and a large section of the Indian and African groups. They say it with 
such confidence and the leader wears a perpetual smile of sincerity that 
people with selective memories may want to forget the pain of the past and the 
as yet uncovered deeds of evil. ... [EPS] 
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HEEKKEKERAEKEKEEKRE 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


£993 18-22 March Executive Committee Geneva 
16-23 September Executive Committee Sweden 

1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


REEKKKEEKEKKEREKEEE 


In EPS 93.03.03, please note that the name Potgeiter should read Potgieter. 


RXKKKKKEKKEKKEKREKEES 


In EPS 93.03.12, paragraph two, please read, "The report quotes David Howard, 
senior vice-president of the David C. Cook Foundation and former World 
Evangelical International director ...". 
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Denmark: WCC meeting relates unity and social witness 


Important progress in addressing one of the oldest tensions in the ecumenical 
movement was made in a WCC-sponsored consultation in Rende, Denmark, during 
the last week of February. Meeting on the theme "Koinonia and Justice, Peace 
and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC)", 32 people from 14 countries issued a 
17-page report exploring what they called "the cleft between ecumenical forces 
committed to visible church unity and those focused on witness, service and 
moral struggle". 


In the document, entitled "Costly Unity", the participants expressed 
confidence that "fruitful interaction" is possible between ecumenical emphases 
on "Faith and Order" and "Life and Work". They said they hoped the themes of 
their discussions would be picked up by the Fifth World Conference on Faith 
and Order in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, in August. 


Movements for Faith and Order and for Life and Work emerged in the 1920s. The 
former focused on doctrinal, theological and canonical issues that divide the 
churches, the latter on Christian cooperation in social, economic and 
political realms. In 1937 leaders of the two movements decided to join and 
form a World Council of Churches. But the impression has persisted that the 
different focal points between these two areas reflect fundamental divergences 
over ecumenical goals and priorities. Even if there has been substantial 
ecumenical acknowledgement of common ground between the two emphases, the 
Rende document suggests that dialogue has been hindered by the WCC’s internal 
life, in which "various concerns and programme emphases have grown into 
separate establishments" which "institutionalize their relations with local 
churches and groups in separate ways. This strengthens and sometimes even 
creates serious divisions within and among churches on the local level." 


"There have been many meetings- to relate the quest for unity and social 
witness", said Argentine Methodist José Miguez-Bonino, a former president of 
the WCC and one of those attending the meeting. "But this was the best I’ve 
been to. It was open and non-defensive... I am hoping that it is the 
beginning of a process of serious consultation and that local constituencies 
will get drawn in." 


In their recommendations, participants urged "a new official impetus to the 
JPIC programme as a central WCC focus". That, they said, would send "an 
unambiguous signal" to local churches and groups. JPIC as a "conciliar 
process" of mutual commitment to justice, peace and the integrity of creation 
was launched by the WCC’s Vancouver Assembly in 1983. The WCC sought to build 
networks among local, national and regional church and church-related 
initiatives responding to threats to life posed by injustice, war and 
militarism and ecological destruction. A world convocation on JPIC was 
convened by the WCC in Seoul in March 1990. 


Justice and peace issues have long been on the WCC agenda; heightened global 
concern about environmental issues is reflected in growing ecumenical interest 
in the theology of creation. Although these issues are central to the work 
of the Programme Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation in the WCC’s new 
structure, some churches and local groups have voiced concern that the JPIC 
emphasis itself, which underscored the interrelatedness of these concerns and 
their implications for the unity of the church, is not prominent enough. 


The report also urges the WCC - through its Programme Units on Unity and 
Renewal and on Justice, Peace and Creation - to explore how various Christian 
traditions relate their own understanding of the church (ecclesiology) to 
ethical questions, taking into account "local experiences of the 
interconnectedness of faith and action". That in turn could clarify how such 
key terms as "conciliar process", "covenant" and koinonia link JPIC and the 
concern for visible church unity. "The Trinity is experienced as an image for 
human community and the basis for social doctrine as well as ecclesial 
reality", the report declares. [over] 


unity and social witness/2 
"In short, the church not only has but is a social ethic, a koinonia ethic." 


Much of the paper drafted in Rende explores koinonia - often translated 
"fellowship" or "communion" - as a description of the unity both Faith and 
Order and the conciliar process for JPIC are seeking. Koinonia is the major 
focus of the August Faith and Order world conference. 


The document urges recovery of the New Testament sense of koinonia as a 
"Concrete community of obedience..., a place where, along with the confession 
of the faith and the celebration of the sacraments... the gospel tradition is 
probed permanently for moral inspiration and insight, and where incessant 
moral counsel keeps the issues of humanity and world alive in the light of the 
gospel". 


"The being of the church is at stake in the JPIC process", the document says, 
though it notes several qualifications to this claim. The church is 
constituted by the grace of God, not by the moral activities of its members 
(though their "moral lapses" can threaten its credibility); and taking part 
in a moral action approved by the church does not necessarily mean belonging 
to the church. 


Although Christian freedom means that "Sincere and serious differences of 
moral judgement" can arise in the church, according to the document, this does 
not imply "wholesale moral relativism"; and the church may declare some 
actions "in contradiction of the nature and purpose of the church and the 
central teaching of the gospel" - for example, allegiance to the Nazi state 
or the support of apartheid. 


Explaining the title, the document suggests that moral engagement may make 
clear the distinction between "cheap unity" and "costly unity". "Cheap unity 
avoids morally contested issues because they would disturb the unity of the 
church. Costly unity is discovering the churches’ unity as a gift of pursuing 


justice and peace... This is unity which, by God’s grace, breaks down 
dividing walls so that we might be reconciled to God and one another... Its 
enemy is cheap unity - forgiveness without repentance, baptism without 


discipleship, life without daily dying and rising in a household of faith..." 


As a moral community, the church should foster "a ‘sacramental’ orientation 
towards life", according to the report. Baptism mandates "the act of 
Christian witness"; and the eucharist "is real food for a scattered people in 
their moral struggle to heal the brokenness of human beings and community". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.03.23 
Argentina: economic crisis affects people, church 


A report in the United Methodist News Highlights of 1 March says the economic 
crisis in Argentina has "severely affected" the people and the church there. 


Massive unemployment resulting from factory closures has resulted in a focus 
on survival to the exclusion of other concerns, the report said. It added 
that the desperate economic situation has led to a wave of suicides, 
particularly among pensioners. The middle class, as well as those lower on 
the economic scale, have been devastated by hyperinflation and other policies 
adopted as a result of the economic structural adjustment programme. 


In another report, News Highlights says that Joe Hale, general secretary of 
the World Methodist Council, has called on the government of President Bill 
Clinton to redirect the three thousand million US dollars given annually to 
Israel for use domestically. 


In a 22 February letter to the president, Hale said the aid given to Israel 
is "obsolete and unnecessary" because of changing world situations. He added 
that with the aid given it by the US, Israel has turned the West Bank into an 
"armed ghetto". [EPS] 
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WCC Central Committee moderator visits Ethiopia 


Archbishop Aram Keshishian of the Lebanese-based Armenian Apostolic Church and 
moderator of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches paid a 
visit to Ethiopia (14-21 February) at the invitation of Patriarch Abune Paulos 
of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC). The visit coincided with the 
observance of Timkat (Feast of Epiphany), the most important celebration of 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 


The moderator’s visit came one and half years after the overthrow of the 
oppressive government of dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam and six months after 
the installation of Patriarch Paulos as the fifth head of the EOC. 


During the visit, the Archbishop met with Ethiopian prime minister and other 
government officials, and addressed the executive committee of another member 
church of the WCC, the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. 


During discussion with the Patriarch, the Archbishop said he had come to 
Ethiopia to express solidarity with the people there and to offer support to 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, a founder member of the WCC. 


He noted the important role the EOC has to play in the reconstruction of 
Ethiopia after 17 years of oppressive regimes and in the process of 
reconciliation. He added that unity, co-existence and mutual respect among 
the different nationalities in Ethiopia can come about only when there is 
peace based on justice. He said the WCC will continue to support the EOC in 
its advocacy for and diaconal ministry to the people there. 


The Archbishop also noted that church property which had been nationalised by 
the previous government has now been returned to the church, including the EOC 
theological college. 


Meanwhile, ethnic tensions threaten the peace and stability of Ethiopia, says 
a report prepared by Melaku Kifle, a WCC staff member who accompanied 
Archbishop Keshishian to Ethiopia. 


Kifle says that the demarcation of internal regional borders along ethnic 
bases in Ethiopia by the present government has created tensions and animosity 


among the 95 ethnic groups there. He says that this tension is more 
pronounced among the major ethnic groups there, including the Oromos, the 
Amharas and the Tigrayans. "The current relationship among the three is so 


tense that a very little incident can cause ethnic fighting", he said. 


On the referendum to be held next month in the northern province of Eritrea 
to gauge peoples’ feelings on independence of the region, Kifle says that if, 
as expected, the people there choose independence, the future of the 
estimated 300,000 to 700,000 Eritreans living in Ethiopia is uncertain. 


"The present position of the Transitional Government seems to indicate that 
Eritreans will have the right to live in Ethiopia. The majority of the 
Ethiopians do not seem to be in agreement with this position. The general 
attitude is that after [Eritrean] independence, all the Eritreans have to 
leave Ethiopia", Kifle noted. 


He also noted that at the moment there is no clear forum where the status of 
Eritreans in Ethiopia is being addressed. 


On religious tensions, Kifle noted that tension between Orthodox and 
Protestant Christians and Muslims is rising. 


"The people are worried about the situation. Unfortunately, there is also an 
indication of interference from outside particularly on the Christian and 
Muslim issue", he added. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.25 
Canada: indigenous church celebrates 75 years 


The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada (UOCC) is celebrating 75 years of 
existence this year, says a press release from the UOCC. Founded in 1918, the 
church has 120,000 members in 275 parishes served by 100 clergy. [EPS] 
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Korean "comfort women" representative in Geneva 


Speaking to the staff of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and others from 
church bodies housed in the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva (25 February), Heisoo 
Shin, a sociologist who works with the Korean Council for Women Drafted for 
Military Sexual Slavery by Japan, brought news of its campaign to get Japan 
to acknowledge that it forced Korean women into sexual slavery during World 
War II. Shin was in Geneva for the second time to present the "comfort 
women’s" case to the United Nations Human Rights Commission. Her attendance 
was fully supported by the WCC. 


To those unfamiliar with the subject she explained that Korea was annexed by 
Japan in 1910. Until 1945 the Korean people suffered many forms of severe 
repression. The most massive and systematic was the forcible drafting of 
100,000 to 200,000 Korean women for sexual service to Japanese troops 
throughout the Asia-Pacific region from 1937-1945. The case of so many women 
being forced into sexual slavery by an imperial ruler may be unmatched in 
history, the Korean Council believes. 


Korean women were drafted en masse to prevent venereal disease, Shin said. 
Because strict moral standards prevailed in Korean Buddhist society, Korean 
women were considered "safe". Young women and girls from poor families, the 
country and schools were kidnapped or tricked and taken to various fronts 
where they were made to serve an average of 30-40 soldiers a day. Shin 
insists that the operation was systematically organized: soldiers bought 
tickets and lined up outside the women’s booths where they spent about 10 
minutes each. Women were seen as military supplies, she added. 


They suffered beatings, torture, disease, abortions and death. When the war 
ended, many were massacred and others simply abandoned by the retreating 
Japanese troops. It is estimated that perhaps 100,000 died as a result, while 
survivors continued to bear the physical and psychological scars for the rest 
of their lives. 


A Dutch prisoner-of-war in Indonesia during the war also presented testimony 
on the comfort women issue to the current 49th session of the Human Rights 
Commission. Elly Corry van der Ploeg said that with other young girls in the 
camp, she was sent to a "house of pleasure" and held prisoner for three 
months. Most of their Japanese "visitors" refused to use condoms, and she was 
infected with venereal disease. The girls were later sent to the same camp 
as voluntary prostitutes to disguise the fact that they had been forced to 
engage in this activity. "This period of time has been fixed unshakably in 
my mind," van der Ploeg said. "I have the right after almost 50 years not to 
forgive all those who caused this pain." 


Years of shame and hiddenness followed this human tragedy. Asked why the 
issue has taken so long to surface, Shin said that chastity continued to be 
very highly valued in Korean society after the war. The victims’ shame was 
the main reason they had remained silent so long. Until quite recently Korea 
had been ruled by non-democratic patriarchal regimes and this had also 
discouraged them from coming forward. Recent progress towards more democratic 
government makes it a bit easier. Nevertheless, facts and figures are still 
difficult to obtain or verify. 


The issue was first taken up by Korean women’s groups working on prostitution 
and sex tourism after a revelation in the Japanese Diet by the Social 
Democratic Party. 105 survivors in South Korea and 145 in North Korea have 
been identified to date. The first victim came forward in August 1991 and 
other women have since been encouraged to do likewise, including some from 
other Asian countries. The Council is demanding that the Japanese government 
acknowledge the crime of Jungshindae or sexual slavery, reveal the whole 
contents of and apologize formally for the crime, erect a memorial tablet for 
the victims, pay reparations to victims and their bereaved families, record 
the crime in school textbooks, and punish the criminals. [over] 


comfort women/2 


At first Japan denied any responsibility for Jungshindae, Shin said. But 
during a January 1992 visit to Korea and after an incriminating military 
document was publicized, the prime minister admitted the army had been 
involved. The government still refuses to acknowledge that the women were 
coerced, and implicitly compares them to Japanese prostitutes who also served 
the troops (though generally higher ranks) during the war. However, a soon- 
to-be-published official report may acknowledge coercion, Shin reported. 


If it does, it will be due to mounting pressure from a widening network of 
human rights and women’s groups. Shin, who is also closely associated with 
the Korean Church Women United, said that CWU is working closely with the 
Council. The two organizations have been joined by human rights committees 
of the National Council of Churches of Korea, Roman Catholic and Buddhist 
bodies, as well as some groups in Japan itself including the Japan Federation 
of Bar Associations. A worldwide demonstration against sexual slavery and 
other Japanese war crimes which was scheduled for 1 March was one of many 
local and national protests underway in many parts of the world. Weekly 
demonstrations in front of the Japanese embassy in Seoul have been going on 
Since January 1992. 


Asked how the campaign relates to efforts to prevent and punish violence 
against women elsewhere in the world today, Shin said that the mass rapes in 
Bosnia, military prostitution for US soldiers and sex tourism in many Asian 
countries were "current forms of Jungshindae". The Council, CWU and other 
Korean women’s organizations involved in the comfort women campaign are 
concerned with all aspects of violence against women, she affirmed. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.27 
Germany: church meeting discusses fundamentalism 


Twenty-five Reformed, Lutheran and Roman Catholic participants came together 
(22-26 February) for an international consultation on fundamentalism held at 
the Evangelical Academy in Muilheim, Germany, says a press release from the 
Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC). 


The meeting, which was called to discuss Christian fundamentalism and its 
impact on World Christian communions and on ecumenical relations, was 
Organized by the WARC, the Lutheran World Federation and the Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity and hosted by the Evangelical Church of 
the Rhineland. 


Several papers were presented, including, "An overview of the phenomenon of 
fundamentalism froma sociological/cultural perspective with special reference 
to India" by George Mathew of India, and "Christian Fundamentalists: 
Protestant, Catholic, An Ecumenical Theological Challenge" by Thomas Stransky 
of Israel. Others included papers on "Perspectives on the phenomenon of 
Fundamentalism as it affects the churches and their ecumenical relations" by 
Kirsten Nielsen of Denmark, from a mainline Protestant perspective, Remi 
Hoeckman of Italy, from a Roman Catholic perspective, and Heinrich Schaefer 
of Germany from an Evangelical perspective. 


The press release added that the meeting aimed at understanding and analyzing 
fundamentalist attitudes towards the Bible, as well as their impact on the 
individual and on society. The meeting also sought to develop some common 
perspectives on ways that Christians might respond to such attitudes. The 
participants noted that fundamentalism, both within Christianity and 
elsewhere, requires ongoing attention by the churches. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.28 
Canada: head of ecumenical body resigns 


Stuart E. Brown, general secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches since 
1988, resigned his position (22 February), according to a 1 March press 
release from the ecumenical body. An interim general secretary will be 
appointed while a replacement is being sought, the release said. [EPS] 
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South Africa: Reformed churches to seek unification 


A three-day consultation in Johannesburg which brought together persons 
from Southern African member churches of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (WARC) concluded on a positive note on 5 March (EPS 93.03.03). 


Representatives of the (white) Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) declared their 
agreement "with the statement that church unity is the acid test of whether 
the DRC has finally distanced itself from the racism of apartheid" and said 
they were "willing to be part of this process". 


According to a WARC press release, conversations at the meeting were frank 
and sometimes painful, particularly among representatives of the four 
churches of the Dutch Reformed family in South Africa: the DRC, the 
predominantly mixed-race Dutch Reformed Mission Church (DRMC), the 
predominantly black Dutch Reformed Church in Africa (DRCA) and the 
predominantly Indian Reformed Church in Africa. 


The WARC General Council suspended the membership of the DRC in Ottawa in 
1982, declaring that the theological justification of apartheid is a sin 
and a heresy and constitutes a status confessionis (an issue on which 
differences of opinion are not possible within the church). An essential 
element in the renunciation of the theological justification of apartheid, 
according to the consultation in Johannesburg, is unification of the four 
Dutch Reformed churches in South Africa. 


Participants rejoiced in the DRC’s acceptance of the invitation of the DRMC 
and the DRCA to join and participate in the process of the Uniting Reformed 
Church in Southern Africa which intends to unite all four members of the 
Dutch Reformed family in a single church structure. The officers and 
members of the WARC Executive Committee present assured the consultation 
participants of the WARC’s commitment to accompany the churches of the 
Dutch Reformed Churches in their continuing process of church unity. 


At the conclusion of the consultation, the WARC released an open letter to 
its member churches in South Africa. The letter said WARC regretted that 
in the past some Reformed churches in South Africa have defended racism and 
developed a theology of apartheid. This, the letter said, is in 
contradiction to a genuine Reformed tradition. 


It added: "These churches have become accomplices in the system which 
inflicted immense suffering on millions of people. This situation calls 
for a declaration of guilt, acts of repentance and for asking for 
forgiveness. We appeal to all Reformed Christians to reject apartheid 
unequivocally as a sin and its theological justification as heresy. It is 
a matter of life and death. If you defend the system of apartheid your 
salvation is in jeopardy. The Christian approval of racist policies 
created a situation in which the proclamation of the Gospel and its 
integrity were at stake. This is why the WARC General Council in Ottawa 
declared status confessionis." The letter also urged Reformed Christians 
"to terminate their membership in clandestine organizations and other 
associations which in the long run are a threat to an open and transparent 
democratic process. It must be clear that the first and ultimate loyalty 
of a Christian community goes to Jesus Christ and to the Gospel and not to 
a cultural or national identity, to the relics of apartheid and its 
ideology." 


The letter concluded: "There are many urgent tasks ahead of you. 

Democratic institutions need to be fostered and promoted. People need to 
be liberated from colonial heritage and the apartheid mentality. A just 
economic system should be introduced which satisfies the needs of all 
strata of society. It is necessary to care for just participation of women 
in church and society. Churches should help people to affirm their African 
self-understanding. We all have to learn how to be faithful stewards of 
creation and how to save life on the planet Earth. ..."[EPS] 
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Eastern Orthodox, evangelical Protestants meet 


A small group of Eastern Orthodox and evangelical Protestant theologians met 
in Stuttgart, Germany, in mid-February to discuss "The Bible, Early 
Confessions and Tradition". Ina report of their meeting, which was hosted 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Wirttemberg, participants enumerated 
several shared theological convictions, suggested areas of "common ground" for 
further discussion and pledged "to strengthen the World Council of Churches 
in its service to churches". They also said more encounters of this type are 
needed "to explore Orthodox and evangelical acquaintance and cooperation in 
the framework of the ecumenical movement" and suggested that subsequent 
meetings be planned which would also include representatives of Oriental 
Orthodox churches. 


Calls for wider Orthodox-evangelical encounter came from informal discussions 
during the WCC’s World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San Antonio, 
1989) and its Seventh Assembly (Canberra, 1991). Orthodox and evangelical 
participants at the Assembly independently released statements that disclosed 
areas of common concern and agreement. These conversations continued at the 
1991 and 1992 meetings of the WCC Central Committee and in a subsequent visit 
by a group of evangelicals to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


Orthodox participants at Stuttgart were delegated by the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. The evangelicals present came from various churches in the 
16th-century Reformation tradition, both in the North and the South, in which 
there is a marked influence of later pietist, evangelical and revival 
movements. 


Among common convictions, participants identified faith in the Triune God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and in Jesus Christ as universal Lord 
(Pantokrator) and unique Saviour. Areas where further exploration is needed 


were identified as tradition, mission and the ecumenical movement. "Common 
ground between Orthodox and evangelicals is not to be taken for granted", the 
report says. "There has been too little contact between us, many 


misunderstandings and some occasions of tension." 


Touching on an issue that has engendered particular Orthodox-evangelical 
tension since the fall of Communist regimes restored religious freedom in 
Eastern and Central Europe, the report recognized "the vocation of the church 
to call people to faith in Christ", while calling for further discussion of 
common witness, evangelism and proselytism. Issues to be taken up include 
"the content of the gospel, the identity of the evangelizer and of the 
evangelized, how evangelism should take place in different contexts, religious 
liberty and the accountability of Christians to one another". 


In calling for strengthening of the WCC, they said the Council should "ensure 
that all its programmes fall clearly within the mandate provided by the basis 
and aims of the WCC, and in particular... to continue to give attention to 
promoting the goal of the restoration of the unity of the church and to 
enabling local churches to fulfil their missionary vocation." They added that 
Christian unity could be furthered "by strengthening both evangelism and work 
for peace, justice and the integrity of creation through deepening the 
biblical and theological foundations for holistic mission". [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.31 
WCC meeting to discuss communication in emergencies 


About 40 people are expected to attend a World Council of Churches meeting on 
Communicating Emergencies to be held in Geneva (9-12 March). Organized by the 
Programme Unit on Sharing and Service, the meeting will bring together 
representatives of several church relief and aid agencies in Europe, Canada 
and New Zealand, and representatives of regional and national councils in the 
Middle East, Africa, Latin America, the Pacific and the Caribbean. [EPS] 
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Church leaders on Malawi democratic process 


During a 26 February visit to the Ecumenical Centre, the Geneva headquarters 
of the World Council of Churches, two Malawian church leaders held discussions 
with several WCC officials and others from church organizations housed in the 
Centre. 


Pastor Augustine Mbezuma Mfune of the Livingstonia synod in the Church of 
Central Africa Presbyterian and chairman of the Malawi Christian Council, and 
Emmanuel Chinkwita Phiri, chairperson of the Baptist Convention of Malawi and 
acting general secretary of the Malawi Christian Council, visited the WCC to 
seek support for the churches’ role in the democratic process in Malawi. 


The two church leaders are also members of the Public Affairs Committee (PAC) 
of Malawi, a broad-based body consisting of representatives of the churches, 
the Muslim community, the business community, the legal profession, the 
Alliance for Democracy (AFORD) and the United Democratic Front. 


Phiri said he and Mfune were visiting several European capitals to "seek 
advocacy in terms of moral and financial support in the context of what is 
happening in Malawi". 


The two leaders were also present at a meeting hosted by the Council of 
Churches for Britain and Ireland which was held (17-19 February) in Swanwick, 
United Kingdom (EPS 93.03.09) to discuss the political situation in Malawi. 


Phiri explained that the government’s acceptance of a referendum scheduled for 
June this year is a result of pressure from the opposition groups in Malawi 
and also from the international community. The referendum has been called by 
"President-for-Life" Kamuzu Banda to determine whether to adopt a multi-party 
system or to maintain the present, one-party form of government. Banda has 
ruled Malawi with an iron fist since the former British colony gained 
independence in 1964, and as a one-party state since 1966. 


Phiri said that the referendum was an unnecessary exercise as the Malawian 
people are not advocating for change for the sake of change. "It is a matter 
of the restoration of the basic human rights" of the people of Malawi. He 
suggested that, instead, the government should call for a general election to 
effect the change which the people are asking for. 


Phiri added that the role of the church now is to train people on why they 
should vote and added that this is not going to be an easy process "because 
for the past 30 years, Malawians have not participated in a democratic 
election". 


On the question of what chance the opposition had in winning an election, 
Phiri stated that the pressure groups in Malawi have been gathering thousands 
of people at their political rallies, as opposed to the ruling party’s 
meetings which bring a few people at atime. This, he said, was an indication 
of the support enjoyed by the opposition pressure groups from the electorate. 


Meanwhile, the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the 
Anglican Consultative Council made a joint oral intervention to the current 
49th session of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in Geneva on the 
human rights situation in Malawi. The two church bodies were intervening on 
item 11 - Further promotion and encouragement of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, including the question of the programme and methods of work of the 
Commission. 


They noted that Malawi was ruled as a multi-party state between 1964 and 1966. 
In that year, the Malawi Congress Party passed a resolution at its annual 
convention disallowing the functioning of other political parties. This one- 
party system was endorsed through a constitutional amendment approved by the 
Malawi Congress Party-controlled parliament the same year, the two church 
bodies said. 


"In the succeeding years, the country has experienced serious and gross 
violations of human rights by the Malawi Congress Party government. The 
seriousness of this situation prompted the Roman Catholic bishops to issue a 
Lenten Pastoral letter in March 1992 (EPS 92.04.07), questioning the single- 
party system and the "injustice of the government", the two bodies noted. 
[EPS] 
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British RC bishops call for ban on nuclear testing 


The Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales have issued a call urging the 
British government to call a moratorium on all nuclear testing and to support 
efforts to stop the proliferation of nuclear weapons, writes Robert Nowell. 


In a letter to the Foreign Secretary, Douglas Hurd, Bishop Patrick Kelly of 
Salford, chairman of the bishops’ committee for international justice and 
peace, expressed whole-hearted support for the renewal on a permanent basis 
of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty - a question made more urgent by the 
collapse of central control of nuclear weapons and material in the former 
Soviet Union. 


But the bishops were unhappy that the government had felt unable to support 
the early conclusion of a comprehensive test ban treaty. They believed that 
a halt to nuclear testing was essential to progress in preventing nuclear 
proliferation. 


Noting that both France and the United States had joined Russia in adopting 
a temporary moratorium on testing, they asked the government "to review 
Britain’s traditional policy of active support for the early conclusion of a 
comprehensive test ban" and, in furtherance of this objective, "to announce 
immediately Britain’s own temporary moratorium on all nuclear testing". 


Meanwhile, ina letter to The Times (2 March) Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop 
of Westminster, has added his voice to those calling for the United Kingdom 
to join the United States, Russia and France in declaring a moratorium on 
nuclear testing. 


"Whatever stance individuals may take over the morality of the nuclear 
deterrent, there must be general agreement on the aim of preventing the spread 
of nuclear weapons to non-nuclear states", the church leader wrote. "Indeed, 
following the end of the Cold War the main risk of nuclear catastrophe lies 
here. 


"It is also clear that the renewal and extension of the non-proliferation 
treaty, hopefully leading in due course to a comprehensive test-ban treaty, 
depends crucially on the actions of the existing nuclear weapons sates". [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.34 
US: campaign for political prisoners launched 


Three religious leaders representing Muslim, Jewish and Christian 
congregations in the city of New York have called for a national ecumenical 
campaign of support for political prisoners in the United States, says a press 
release from the (US) National Council of Churches. 


Imam Sarraj Wahhaj of Masjid At-Taqwa in Brooklyn, Rabbi Roland Matalon of 
Congregation B’Nai Jeshuran in Manhattan, and Father Luis Barrios of the 
Episcopal Church in the Bronx joined (8 March) to issue a call to the 
religious communities of the United States to the "Sponsor a Prisoner 
Campaign". 


The campaign has been sponsored by the Interfaith Prisoners of Conscience 
Project (IPOC). Also supporting the project is the Racial Justice Working 
Group of the Prophetic Justice Unit of the NCC. 


The press release said the campaign is designed to encourage local 
congregations to develop relationships with individual prisoners. The 
congregation will offer support to the prisoner and the prisoner’s family and 
will also seek to raise awareness about the issues in the larger community. 


"Americans must face the simple fact: there are political prisoners in the 
United States. They represent many different groups including the Black 
liberation struggle, Puerto Rican independentistas, native American leaders, 
and pacifists. Their civil and human rights have been violated by the United 
States government because they are imprisoned for their political beliefs", 
Said IPOC director Michael Yasutake of Chicago. [EPS] 
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Leave indigenous people alone, say Canadian bishops 


The Anglican bishops from northern Canada have sent a strongly-worded letter 
to Anglican bishops in Great Britain, some of whom have endorsed an anti-fur 
campaign, sayS a press release of 25 February from the Anglican Church of 
Canada. 


According to the release, Canadian bishops say the publication of a book 
titled, "Cruelty and the Christian Conscience: Bishops Say No to Fur", 
violates the dignity of aboriginal peoples and threatens their way of life. 


The release added that an estimated 50,000 aboriginal Canadians earn their 
livelihood from trapping, but they are not a threat to wildlife. "The most 
serious threat to wildlife today is not from aboriginal hunters and trappers. 
It is the increasing destruction of wildlife habitat by major industrial 
projects. The aboriginal peoples have been in the vanguard of the struggle 
to protect wildlife and ecosystem in northern Canada", the bishop said. 


Quoting Montee Hummel, the Canadian World Wildlife Fund president, the bishops 
said in their letter: "There is a certain hypocrisy for a group representing 
white society, which has wiped out hundreds of species, to now interfere with 
aboriginal cultures who have largely been innocent of such plunder". The 
bishops added that they find this attitude "morally unacceptable". 


The letter, which has been sent to all British bishops, has been signed by, 
among others, the Primate of Canada, Archbishop Michael Peers, and affirms 
hunting and trapping as part of a "Spiritual way of life, deeply rooted in 
cultural traditions". 


The Canadian bishops asked their British counterparts to join in "supporting 
the aboriginal peoples’ struggle to protect their cultural traditions", the 
release concluded. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.36 
European ecumenical body’s Central Committee to meet 


The Central Committee of the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches 
(CEC) will be held (10-17 March) in Iserlohn /Germany, says a press release 
from the ecumenical body. 


Among the topics on the agenda is the election of a president and vice- 
president of the new Central Committee. The present Central Committee was 
elected at the ecumenical body’s 10th assembly in Prague (EPS 92.09.16). An 
executive committee will also be elected at the Iserlohn meeting. 


Other items to be discussed include the future of European contribution to the 
Conciliar Process for Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation, in 
particular, the calls for a second European Ecumenical Assembly to follow the 
1989 meeting held in Basel/Switzerland. The meeting is also likely to discuss 
ecumenical efforts in conflict situations such as the war in former Yugoslavia 
and the Azerbaijan-Armenian conflict. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.37 
Canadian minister sues for "wrongful" dismissal 


A United Church minister from Montreal, Canada, who posed nude for a gay 
magazine is suing the church to get his job back, writes Bob Bettson of the 
United Church Observer. 


Christopher Bowen was suspended in November last year for six months with pay, 
and ordered to undergo psychiatric testing by the Montreal Presbytery after 
a meeting with a commission. Bowen’s battle became public in February when 
local and national media reported on the legal dispute. 


The 31-year-old minister, who was ordained in 1990, claims the church should 
have dealt with him through a disciplinary hearing, where he would have been 
entitled to legal counsel. According to the report, the church has been on 
the losing end of several other lawsuits recently involving dismissal of 
clergy. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Protection of the Internally Displaced 


This is an abridged text of a joint oral intervention by the Friends World 
Committee for Consultation (Quakers) and the World Council of Churches to the 
49th session of the United Nations Human Rights Committee in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 


....We are deeply concerned about the large number of internally displaced 
persons in the world today - some 24 million people according to the study, 
thus exceeding the number of refugees - and the vulnerability of this group 
of people because there is no United Nations body responsible for their 
protection. 


There is a clear need for displaced persons to be provided with both 
assistance and protection, but it is equally important that the causes of 
displacement are addressed since, as the study highlights, displacement often 
results from human rights violations as well as being a cause of them. 


In considering how to address the problems of internally displaced persons, 
it is important to bear in mind the following points: 


1. Internally displaced persons must not be prevented from becoming refugees 
if crossing an internationally recognised border is necessary to ensure 
protection and humanitarian assistance. 


2s Although the protection and assistance needs of internally displaced 
persons are similar to those of refugees, they are not identical precisely 
because they remain within their own country; a country whose government has 
demonstrated that it is unable or unwilling to provide them with adequate 
protection. 


3. Although this fact distinguishes the situation of internally displaced 
persons from that of refugees, it does not affect the applicability of 
international human rights law, which is premissed on the responsibility of 
the government for the protection of the human rights of its own citizens and 
its accountability to the international community for any failure to do so. 


The appointment of the representative of the Secretary-General was a 
Significant first step and we are grateful to him for the careful and thorough 
way in which he has highlighted the issues and suggested ways forward. There 
are, as stated in the study, "compelling reasons for designing principles and 
mechanisms that would act as preventive measures against the deterioration of 
conditions to the degree of civil disorder currently prevailing in Somalia and 
the former Yugoslavia" 


We welcome the recommendations contained in the study, particularly the 
recognition of the need to compile and consolidate relevant international 
instruments and standards focused on the human rights and humanitarian 
problems of internal displacement, and the strengthening of implementation 
procedures through the creation of an ongoing mechanism of the Commission. 


We find the study’s arguments for the appropriate mechanism being the 
representative of the secretary-general persuasive because of the need to 
liaise with different parts of the UN system and beyond in addressing the 
complex problems relating to internal displacement. 


Therefore, the World Council of Churches and the Friends World Committee for 
Consultation urge the Commission on Human Rights to adopt the study’s 
recommendations, including the extension of the mandate of the representative 
of the Secretary-General to enable him to operate as an ongoing mechanism of 
the Commission and address in a broad and flexible way all phases and aspects 
of the problem of internal displacement. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Church Condemns Violence 


This is an abridged text of a statement issued by the pastors’ fraternal of 
the Presbyterian Church of East Africa after their meeting mid-February on the 
violence in Kenya. 


.We, the 268 pastors of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa gathered in 
the Pastors’ Fraternal meeting (15-19 February) at Kanamai Conference Centre 
near Mombasa, Kenya, send you this urgent request for prayer to save our 
nation from ethnically inspired clashes. 


We have received fresh witness of pastors whose churches harbour hundreds of 
displaced persons who were driven from their properties when houses and other 
possessions were burnt by well-organized raiders armed with bows and arrows, 
spears and clubs. 


According to these witnesses, for the last eighteen months our members and 
others on farms they had bought years ago, and others on more recently 
subdivided lands purchased from European settlers, have experienced receiving 
threatening hand-written letters or warnings from well-meaning Kalenjin 
Christian neighbours, urging them to flee because their farm was to be 
attacked that night. 


Their stories of burning, spearing, murder, rape and other violence to men, 
women and children, even infants, have filled our minds again this year with 
those scenes of terror. We are powerless to intervene because government 
agents and the police stand by doing nothing, unless it is to tell people to 
leave the area. Only recently have any arrests been made as some of the 
victims appear to be acting in retaliation. 


So our only help is in the Lord.- We pray that your churches will join us in 
prayer to ask God to deliver us from this reign of terror. We pray (as we did 
for the Reformed Christians in Romania who were being ethnically persecuted 
two years ago) that God will cleanse now our land of ethnic jealousy. We pray 
for repentance where lands were unfairly subdivided or obtained, as some were, 
by illegal means. 


We pray for justice for those who have purchased lands and dedicated a life- 
time to develop them, whatever their ethnic origin, and that a new spirit of 
brotherly love and acceptance will replace the hatred and fear which these 
attacks have created among people who for nearly a generation have lived as 
neighbours in peace. 


Do not accept the lie that these are mere "cattle raids". Kenya is a modern 
state under the rule of law, but criminals are not being brought to justice. 
Our Kenyan economy is suffering from the clashes. This instability and 
turmoil has not allowed farmers to plant crops. Tea has been neglected in 
other places. Tourism has been affected by the news of these clashes. 


Inasmuch as tranquillity was restored during the six weeks before national 
elections last December, we are now certain that human agents caused the raids 
and paid the raiders, otherwise the raids would not have stopped only while 
the Commonwealth Election Teams were in Kenya. To meet the needs of these 
miserable families, many having lost most of their possessions, our churches 
raised a sizeable collection of food, clothing, blankets, eae Gr ks and funds 
which have been distributed already last year. 


Meanwhile, the people camping in church halls, temporary buildings and 
warehouses are being fed through the assistance of Catholic Relief and the Red 
Cross, for which we praise the Lord. Today we, pastors, have decided to 
appeal again through our 22 presbyteries to our people to make another huge 
collection as quickly as possible. As our people bring this offering, may we 
also invite you in solidarity in Christ with these displaced persons, not only 
to pray, but also to send such material and other aid as is possible, as a 
testimony to the power of God ... [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 
UK pounds; 53.50 US dollars; 65.90 Canadian dollars; 
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dollars; °91.50 German marks; #05Dutch guilders; 310 French 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


2993 18-22 March Executive Committee Geneva 
16-23 September Executive Committee Sweden 

1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


REKKRKEKKERKEKEKKKKEEK 


In EPS 93.03.23, last sentence of paragraph 2, please read, "The middle class, 
as well as those lower on the economic scale, have been devastated by 
hyperinflation in 1988-89 and other policies adopted as a result of the 
economic structural adjustment programme". 


A new book list, with prices, for the period January - March 1993, is 
available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 
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WCC meeting on communicating emergencies held 


About 40 people came together (9-12 March) for a meeting on Communicating 
Emergencies organized by the World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit on 
Sharing and Service, in Geneva (EPS 93.03.31). 


In a plenary session on the first day of the meeting, Herbert Hassold of Bread 
for the World noted that modern satellite media determine what is to be 
considered an emergency situation. In most cases, he said, the media are 
responsible for determining the "marketability" of an emergency situation and 
the world’s response to it. 


Kate Phillips of the UK-based Christian Aid spoke of "low profile" emergency 
Situations which, she said, do not receive as much attention, especially in 
countries where the flow of information is restricted by government control. 


She was supported by Agydlio Bwogo of the Sudan Council of Churches who noted 
that the impact of the war in the Sudan goes unreported because the government 
controls the information flow out of the country. 


"A lot of things that happen there are hidden. People only feel moved by the 
Situation in the Sudan when a major television network carries a story on the 
country. Yet a lot more is happening there", she lamented. 


Tildy Hanhart of HEKS in Switzerland said the bandits in Somalia are using 
relief aid as a weapon by determining who receives it. She added that relief 
agencies there are reduced to working under very difficult situations due to 
armed bandits. Menkir Esayas of the Nairobi-based Africa Church Information 
Service noted that "there is a sense in which northern partners ‘have already 
decided on what emergency to market’". 


Jan Bouke Wijbrandi of Dutch Interchurchaid said that because of the 
structural differences and fragmentation among the church-related relief and 
aid agencies, there is a general lack of "acting together". "We do not even 
have a single identity such as UNICEF or World Vision, for example", he noted, 
adding that in any country in the world UNICEF goes under the same identity. 


At the end of their meeting, the participants issued a document in which they 
spelled out "Seven areas of common understanding", including reporting, 
training, media involvement, preparation and resourcing of implementing 
partners, resourcing response agencies, coordinating and networking, and 
evaluation and review. 


The participants committed themselves to supporting the WCC Programme Unit on 
Sharing and Service on reaching a consensus on common reporting requirements 
for emergencies. 


On training, the participants committed themselves to a programme designed to 
train local emergency implementers and south-based and north-based media 
professionals on communicating and reporting skills for emergencies. 


They recommended that implementing agencies responding to large-scale 
emergencies should employ experienced media practitioners to facilitate 
communications and that responding agencies should ensure that resources are 
made available to make this possible. 


North-based implementing partners committed themselves to clarifying with 
southern partners the kind of communication strategies to use when disaster 
strikes. "We shall assess with them what expertise and resources are 
available to ensure adequate communications and what additional resources 
would be necessary", they said. They also committed themselves to develop and 
utilise electronic mail more effectively as a form of rapid communication in 
disaster situations. 


The participants called for the inclusion of communications components in all 
areas of their work and pledged to involve communicators in the decision- 
making process for emergency situations. 


They recommended the use of a common identity and a common logo for their 
joint operations to avoid the fragmented image created by the current approach 
to their work. [EPS] 
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European church bodies call for common EC immigration policy 


A meeting of the Belgian-based European Ecumenical Organization for 
Development and the Churches’ Committee for Migrants in Europe (Brussels, 5-6 
March), called for a comprehensive immigration policy at the European 
Community and Council of Europe levels. 


"Europe’s failure to reach agreement on a common, positive and public policy 
of migration amounted to a continued failure to respect the human rights of 
migrants and refugees", noted Jan Niessen, general secretary of the CCME. 


The seminar called for European governments to move beyond a restrictive 
immigration policy to a positive approach based on human rights, humanitarian 
obligations and the needs of European countries for migrant workers. 


The meeting also called for parliamentary and public discussions at both the 
national and European levels with regard to the numbers of migrants to be 
admitted as well as measures by which European states could more equitably 
share the burden of reception of refugees and asylum-seekers. 


Peter Crossman, general secretary of the European Ecumenical Organization for 
Development said that recent statements on migration by the EC Edinburgh 
Summit and Development Council, linking development aid to a reduction of 
migratory flows, was misleading, since increased economic prosperity and the 
creation of a middle class in developing countries could, in fact, stimulate 
migration. 


The participants noted the persistent global disparities, linked to individual 
or group prospects for improved welfare, as a major root cause of forced 
migration. Contradictions between development policy and other European 
policies - involving monetary, trade, military and agricultural interests - 
were cited as reasons for failure in development cooperation. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.42 
Hong Kong: new ecumenical response to tourism urged 


A meeting of the executive committee of the Ecumenical Coalition on Third 
World Tourism, in Hong Kong (18-20 February), reviewed the ecumenical response 
to tourism for the past ten years and suggested new approaches for the future. 


"Up till now, Third World people could only react to the kind of tourism 
imposed on them. The time has come to shape tourism and actively involve 
people in what happens in their own communities", said a press statement 
issued at the end of the meeting. 


The statement said that the experiences of people who are affected by tourism, 
together with the expertise of qualified consultants, provide excellent tools 
to help some communities avoid the pitfalls which have denied others their 
dignity and rights. 


Peter Holden, a founding member of the Coalition and current director of World 
Christian Action in the Australian Council of Churches, has been appointed to 
develop a new programme to strengthen networks of concerned people and groups. 


He will also convene a small group which will bring recommendations for 
greater participation of people and networks in tourism response and possible 
new structures for the Coalition. "In the meantime", the statement concluded, 
"the Coalition will continue programmes which engage churches in theological 
reflection, support campaigns against the excesses of tourism such as child 
prostitution and environmental degradation, and work towards a global People’s 
Forum on Tourism". [EPS] 
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WCC meeting on the Sudan urges peaceful end to war 


A World Council of Churches’ sponsored meeting for the Khartoum-based Sudan 
Council of Churches and the Nairobi-based New Sudan Council of Churches was 
held at the Ecumenical Centre, the Geneva headquarters of the wcc (8-10 
March). 


At the end of their meeting, the two Sudanese church bodies reaffirmed their 
unity and noted that their operational separation is as a result of the war 
Situation in the country. 


The participants also reflected on the situation in Sudan and on possible ways 
to address the desperate situation facing the people there. Based on this, 
the two councils pledged themselves to assist all persons affected by the 
conflict, regardless of their ethnic background, religious affiliation or 
gender. 


The participants also noted that the problems facing the Sudan are complex and 
the two councils called upon the international ecumenical community, 
Christians, Muslims and the international community in general, to help meet 
the humanitarian needs of the people affected by the civil war. 


Specifically, the participants called upon ecumenical partners to seek a 
ceasefire in the Sudan through the United Nations, the Organization for 
African Unity (OAU) and the Arab League. All parties in the conflict were 
also urged to halt the wanton killings of civilians and destruction of their 
property. 


The meeting also urged the warring parties to enter into immediate peace talks 
without pre-conditions. 


On human rights, the meeting urged both the Sudanese government and the 
Sudanese Peoples Liberation Army to observe and respect the OAU Charter on 
Human Rights and the UN Declaration on Human Rights. 


The meeting suggested the creation of demilitarized zones and resettlement 
areas in the Nuba mountains, the southern Blue Nile and other designated areas 
in southern Sudan. 


The Sudanese government was also urged to stop aerial bombardments of civilian 
markets, schools and hospitals. 


Concern was also expressed over the lack of access to some areas by 
international humanitarian bodies. The meeting noted and urged the UN and 
other NGOs to seek safe passage for humanitarian personnel to assess the needs 
of the affected people and to plan appropriate needs there. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.44 
South Africa: church meeting urges speedy start to talks 


The national executive committee of the South African Council of Churches has 
welcomed the recent developments on the possible resumption of talks to bring 
an end to the system of apartheid in South Africa. 


Following the 2-3 March meeting in Johannesburg, the committee said in a 
statement: "We would encourage all parties to participate in the process. 
This is an opportunity to relieve our people of the pain and suffering that 
continues throughout the nation." 


"The call is for maximum participation in the negotiation process by all 
parties. None should be barred and:'we encourage all to remain in the process 
until a new social order is created and everyone is able to share in the 
government of the country." 


The statement added that a speedy settlement to the impasse "is essential for 
the nation" in order "to begin the tasks of rebuilding society, encouraging 
investment and growth of the economy, and for the people to be given hope in 
a worthwhile future". The committee also condemned corruption in government 
and expressed concern over the war in neighbouring Angola. [EPS] 
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Britain: church leaders speak out on moral state of the nation 


The murder last month of two-year-old James Bulger in Liverpool, coupled with 
anxiety over rising crime figures, has sparked off a wave of questioning in 
Britain about the moral state of the nation, and church leaders have not been 
slow to contribute, writes Robert Nowell. 


In an address to community leaders in Folkestone (5 March), the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, George Carey, noted the widespread demand for better leadership 
to restore a sense of direction to a society marked by an apparent rudderless 
drift and the collapse of shared moral standards. He stressed the need for 
individual responsibility, but also raised the awkward question whether in our 
society ordinary people lacked a sense of responsibility because they felt 
they had no influence on events. 


Emphasizing that leadership was not a substitute for individual responsibility 
and effort on the part of every citizen, he said: "I believe that too many 
people in our society opt out of a sense of responsibility for what is 
happening around them and blame them. They are the people who take decisions 
and wield the influence. It must be their fault if things go wrong." 


But this phenomenon of blaming them raised profound questions about whether 
our society was so ordered that ordinary citizens perceived that they really 
had no influence over the forces that shaped their lives. "If power is too 
centralized and remote from the individual citizen, or if our attitude to 
unemployed people, to those who are young or very old is to marginalize them, 
then it is not surprising if they do not feel a sense of responsibility for 
what happens around them", said Carey. Good leadership should encourage, not 
undermine, individual initiative and responsibility, he added. 


He also called for leaders to be humble; the convention in some walks of life 
that leaders felt they had to give the impression that they did not make 
mistakes at all "tends to undermine the credibility of leaders because it is 
so obviously untrue". 


Earlier, in an article in the Daily Express (23 February), the archbishop said 
the murder had brought to the surface "the growing worries of so many who fear 
that there is a moral malaise at the heart of our society". 


"Our problems begin and largely end in the home", he wrote. "Although parents 
cannot be blamed totally for the way children end up, we are able to shape 
their behaviour and offer them moral guidance. Are parents doing that these 
days? Do you spend quality time with your youngsters at teatime, read to 
them, pray with them? Do you rebuke them when they do something naughty, or 
tell them when they are wrong?" 


Secondly, said the archbishop, "our problems continue when we lose our grip 
as a nation on the kind of moral standards which have long guided us... We 
are committed to the Ten Commandments... Compassion and discipline are at 
their heart. But for several decades now the message of the Christian Church 
has fallen on deaf ears." 


He suggested we were reaping what had been sown in the 1960s and 1970s, when 
the churches’ message was thought old-fashioned and irrelevant. "Now we are 
realizing that a sense of common values is essential if we are to encourage 
voluntary acceptance of right and wrong", he said. 


"So how can we exchange a culture of violence and anger for a culture of 
respect and love for each other?" he asked. There were no instant or easy 
solutions, but everyone had to ask what contribution he or she could make, and 
the churches should proclaim God's holiness alongside his love and mercy. 


For his part, the Archbishop of York, John Habgood, singled out among the 
factors involved the competitive spirit fostered by the Conservative 
government since 1979. [over] : 


britain/2 


Asked by David Frost on BBC television (28 February) if there was anything the 
government should be doing, Habgood replied: "The government, with its strong 
emphasis on competitive success, feeds the notion that in our society, ina 
sense, we are against each other, and one does need some countervailing forces 
to show that actually true human life is about co-operation." 


He criticized as not a very wise thing to say the recent remark by the Prime 
Minister, John Major, that on crime society needed to condemn a little more 
and understand a little less - a remark which also came under fire the 
following day from Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, who thought 
it "too simple". 


"Yes, one has to condemn crime", said Habgood. "One also has to understand 
it, because the only long-term way of stopping people being criminals is to 
understand why they are criminals." 


He admitted there was a streak of badness in everybody: Christians, after all, 
believed in original sin, which made clear that left to themselves human 
beings were likely to go astray. "I’m not saying people aren’t bad", he went 
on, "but often the badness is brought out of them by circumstances, by 
upbringing, by the sense of boredom, by a sense of hopelessness. And it does 
seem to me that some crime, particularly crime in young people, arises out of 
that sense [of] ‘We have no stake in society, therefore what does people’s 
property, what does people’s comfort mean to us?’" 


In this way, said Habgood, unemployment (currently over 3 million, or 10.8 per 
cent of the work force, with those out of work for a year or more numbering 
over a million) was a major problem which could induce these feelings of 
hopelessness. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.46 
Church body says human rights abuses continue in Latin America 


The Canadian-based Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in Latin America 
(ICCHRLA) says that human rights violations in the region continue to imperil 
and destroy the lives of millions of Latin Americans. This is contained in 
the ICCHRLA’s annual report for 1992 which covers Colombia, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Mexico and Peru. 


The report says that although virtually all countries in the region are now 
governed by civilian governments, democracy has not brought with it an 
improvement in the social and economic living conditions of the majority and 
human rights have not improved either. 


It added: "It is important to recognize that gross and systematic human rights 
violations perpetrated against the people of Latin America continue at 
alarming levels. It is equally important to recognize the continuing 
resistance of Latin American people as they struggle for life, and the 
courageous actions of defenders of life - in churches, human rights and 
popular organizations, and indigenous communities - that sustain hope for 
peace and justice in Latin America." 


On Colombia, the report says that despite the hopes created by the 1991 
adoption of a new constitution and the surrender of drug king Pablo Escobar, 
the political situation in Colombia "is disturbingly different from what had 
been hoped for only twelve months earlier". 


The possibility of a negotiated settlement to the armed conflict there appears 
remote as civil society continues to be the main victim of the hostilities. 
During 1992, the report adds, human rights violations perpetrated by the 
Colombian security forces continued unabated. 


The main targets included civic and community workers, members of legal left- 
wing parties, trade unionists and human rights activists. [over] 
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On El Salvador, the report says the ceasefire appears to be holding as only 
"Minor incidents" have occurred. 


It appears, however, that more death threats and enforced or involuntary 
disappearances occurred in the first five months after the commencement of the 
ceasefire than in the five months prior to it. The ICCHRLA cites a report of 
the United Nations Observer Mission in El Salvador which says 167 summary 
executions happened between August 1991 and May 1992, of which 105 occurred 
after the signing of the peace accord. 


In Guatemala, the report says that the gravity and extent of human rights 
violations continued at an alarming rate in 1992. Guatemala President 
Serrano’s stated commitment to improving the human rights situation has been 
contradicted by such actions as the re-arming of civil patrols and the 
denunciation of human rights monitors and organizations. 


The report added: "The majority of human rights violations have been and 
continue to be perpetrated by the Guatemalan security forces. Victims include 
members of the trade unions, the academic community, campesino organizations, 
human rights monitors, and indigenous people. Accurate reporting of abuses 
continues to be an extremely dangerous and difficult task. The climate of 
terror maintained by security forces often prevents victims and/or their 
families from reporting violations ...". 


The report says that Mexico’s emphasis on improving the economic situation has 
come at a tremendous cost for the poor majority. In rural areas, as poverty 
and the pressure for land increases, so does repression against the 
population, especially the poor and indigenous peoples. 


The Peruvian human rights situation has also grown worse, especially after the 
"auto-coup". The report says that President Alberto Fujimori has targeted a 
number of groups for persecution as part of a broad campaign to intimidate and 
Silence critics of his administration. 


Human rights activists and journalists have been charged under the anti- 
terrorism law while teachers found to be spreading subversive ideas face 20- 
year prison terms. 


The death toll from political violence continues to rise on a daily basis. 
The total number of victims increased to 27,646 between 1980 and 1992 as the 
unrelenting war between the government and Sendero Lauminoso continued. 
Government security forces as well as the armed opposition groups, 
particularly Sendero, have been responsible for massive violations of human 
rights and international humanitarian law, the report added. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.47 
South Africa: ecumenical body condemns murder of children 


The national executive committee of the South African Council of Churches, 
meeting in Johannesburg (3-5 March), issued a statement in which it said it 
was "horrified" by the murder of six children in the Natal Province early this 
month. 


"The slaughter of innocent children on their way to school is an abhorrent act 
that must be condemned in the strongest possible terms. All sense of humanity 
must have left the perpetrators of such acts", the statement said. 


The SACC urged the government "to track down the killers and bring them before 
the appropriate courts". 


The statement concluded: "We call on the people to stop this senseless round 
of violence that causes such deep distress to the families of our nation. As 
we have said so often before, enough is enough!" [EPS] 
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Pope urges help for refugees, displaced peoples 


Pope John Paul II has appealed to the international community to engage in 
political action as well as humanitarian assistance on behalf of uprooted 
people, and build a future "where there will be no refugees", writes Tracy 
Early. 


"In the eyes of refugees, most of them children and women, I have seen the 
pain of disrupted lives and the anguish of frustrated expectations", the pope 
said in a statement addressed to a 9 March conference on refugees at the 
United Nations headquarters in New York. "Their hands, reaching out to touch 
me in many of the countries I have visited, were appealing to me to sustain 
their hope, to call for justice for them and to remind the world that they 
have a right to a home, a country, a culture and peaceful existence in freedom 
and dignity". 


Addressed to the conference chairman, UN ambassador Rene Valery Mongbe of 
Benin, the papal statement was read by Archbishop Renato R. Martino, Vatican 
nuncio (permanent observer) to the UN. 


The conference was sponsored by the Vatican’s UN Mission and an agency, Path 
to Peace Foundation, that Martino established to assist with funding of 
activities not covered by his regular budget. "Refugees: A Challenge to 
Solidarity", a Vatican document issued last autumn to address what the pope 
had called "a shameful wound of our time", served as the focus of conference 
discussions. 


Speakers included the heads of the two Vatican agencies that produced the 
document - Cardinal Roger Etchegaray of the coordinating body for humanitarian 
aid, Cor Unum, and Archbishop Giovanni Cheli of the Council for the Pastoral 
Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples. Not only Roman Catholics but 
officials of other religious and private groups, top UN _ figures, 
representatives of national governments and resettled refugees such as 
Cambodian Dith Pran, known for the "Killing Fields" film that told his story, 
were among 700 participants who packed one of the UN’s council chambers. 


UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali, a Coptic Orthodox Christian, noted 
the themes of exile, search for asylum and hospitality to strangers in the 
Bible, and appealed for action to help not only refugees, said now to number 
18 million, but also another 24 million "displaced" within their own 
countries. A call for simultaneous emphasis on the right of people to remain 
in their own country, to seek asylum elsewhere when threatened and 
subsequently to return home if they wish came from Sadako Ogata, UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 


Kay Bellor, acting immigration and refugees director for the US National 
Council of Churches agency, Church World Service, was among speakers warning 
the conference that the right to asylum established by a 1951 convention was 
"under threat in the current world climate". She said that organizations such 
as CWS "consider advocacy efforts toward preserving asylum both as principle 
and practice as a paramount issue". 


Ralston H. Deffenbaugh, Jr, director of the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Service in New York, appealed for "affirmative action" on behalf of those 
refugee children who were not accompanied by their parents or other adults. 
He also argued that plans for "managed migration", determining in advance how 
many refugees will be resettled, might ease the job of administrators but 
leave agencies unprepared for unpredictable crises. The conference was 
followed by a second day just for Roman Catholics. Its programme was designed 
to help the various bishops’ conferences, religious orders and other agencies 
better coordinate their efforts to aid refugees. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.49 
Lutheran body questions composition of UN panel on ex-Yugoslavia 


The Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation expressed shock and dismay (10 
March) that there were no women among the members of the United Nations panel 
which has been set up to investigate war crimes in the former Yugoslavia. 
This was contained in a letter to Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali from 
LWF general secretary Gunnar Staalsett. [EPS] 
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Christianity & Crisis journal to fold up? («rracy zarly) 


Christianity & Crisis, an influential journal of reflection on issues of 
church and society, will go out of existence at the end of March unless 
someone offers new assistance, its board voted on 1 March. 


In a letter to subscribers, editor Leon Howell and board president Audrey A. 
Miller, director of the (US) National Council of Churches’ publishing arm, 
Friendship Press, said continued publication would require an additional 
$250,000 a year or assumption of responsibility by some institution. 


Howell said several seminaries were being approached about sponsorship, and 
that the budget increase was needed for redesign, promotion to reach new 
subscribers and a reserve fund for the emergencies that continually arose. 


But he rated the possibility of finding the necessary support "extremely 
remote", and said he was leaving in any event to return to freelance writing. 
All staff received termination notices effective 31 March, he said, anda 
final issue dated 12 April was planned. 


The journal’s financial health has been perenially precarious, with survival 
dependent on annual year-end appeals. Howell said the 1992 budget was 
$490,000, and that for the first time less than half came from subscriptions 
and advertising income. Once around 20,000, circulation had declined toa 
current 13,000 while costs were escalating. 


Reinhold Niebuhr, ethics professor at Union Seminary in New York, led in the 
launching of Christianity & Crisis in February 1941 to counter the leading 
ecumenical journal, Christian Century, pacifist at the time, and promote US 
support for the war against Hitler. 


The new publication was initially a small-scale affair of eight pages, mostly 
written by Niebuhr and a few of his associates, and produced with limited 
secretarial help. Still based in New York, it is now 24 pages, and has an 
editorial staff as well as a distinguished roster of contributing editors. 
Niebuhr’s Union colleague, John Bennett, had a key supportive position from 
the beginning, and today at 90 continues in a consultative role and retains 
the title of senior contributing editor. 


Through the years, Christianity & Crisis has published articles by many of the 
most prominent figures of the Christian world, and has gained an international 
reputation as a voice for the poor and oppressed. On issues such as Vietnam 
and Iraq-Kuwait, it has been a sharp critic of US government policy. And in 
recent years it has been a forum for Native American, black, feminist, Third 
World and homosexual writers. 


Niebuhr, observing departures from his outlook of "Christian realism", was 
sometimes at odds with the journal in the years before his death in 1971. 
Later, his widow, Ursula, sharing his commitment to Israel, insisted that the 
masthead listing of him as founder be removed because of what she considered 
anti-Israel bias. 


In 1955, one of Niebuhr’s students, Wayne H. Cowan, began editing the journal 
and headed the staff as it grew. But in a 1985 shakeup the board decided to 
replace him and chose Howell as the new chief. 


Howell’s previous work had included writing "People are the Subject", as one 
of his assignments for the Urban-Rural Mission Office of the World Council of 
Churches, and "Acting in Faith", a popular history of the Council between the 
Nairobi (1975) and Vancouver (1983) assemblies. [EPS] 


(*Tracy Early is a New York-based freelance writer) 
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Canada’s Lubicon people face "soul-destroying" conditions 


The United Church of Canada’s (UCC) moderator, Stan McKay, has described the 
conditions under which the Lubicon people of northern Canada live as 
intolerable. McKay, the first native Canadian to be elected moderator of the 
ucc, said this after a visit to Little Buffalo, a community of Lubicon 
indigenous people in northern Alberta, according to a press release from the 
UCC dated 3 March. 


"The whole history of justice denied should not be one that we have as part 
of Canadian history", McKay said. 


The Lubicon Cree have been struggling for over fifty years to secure a 
permanent land base. Traditionally a hunting and trapping people with moose 
as their staple diet, the Lubicon have preserved their spirituality and are 
holding on to what is left of their traditional lifestyle. Their 10,000 
square km. traditional territory is located in the boreal forest east of the 
Peace River. 


McKay said that his visit to the Lubicon people carried special significance 
because of the anticipation many church people are feeling as they await the 
release of the report of the Independent Commission on the Lubicon. The 
commission has been looking into ways of resolving the long-standing land 
claims dispute between the federal and provincial governments and the Lubicon 
First Nation. The report was scheduled for release on 12 March. "The mental, 
physical and emotional stress that the Lubicon people have been subjected to 
as a result of this dispute is absolutely soul-destroying", said McKay. "How 
can you expect to maintain any sense of community, any sense of safety for 
human life in a context where there is so much frustration and poverty?" 


McKay added: "The suffering of the Lubicon people is very real. The lives are 
unravelling because of their marginalization and poverty. We cannot pretend 
any longer that we don’t have situations like this in our country." 


He hoped that the federal and provincial governments will take the findings 
of the commission and use them as a basis for serious negotiation. He however 
added that "even as I hold hope and think that this report will give them 
opportunity to take some positive action, I also sense, along with the people 
of the Lubicon nation, that the governments will not receive this report and 
that they have no intention of moving forward towards a just settlement". 


Last year (EPS 92.01.05), the World Council of Churches hailed a decision of 
the General Assembly of the United Nations resolution 46/128 which declared 
the year 1993 as the International Year for the World’s Indigenous People. 
In a congratulatory letter to the world body which was sent on the forty- 
fourth anniversary of the proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the WCC said it "...has been historically committed to the indigenous 
peoples’ struggles for international recognition of their sovereignties, self- 
determination, traditional religious practices and land rights. International 
ecumenical delegations have visited lands and indigenous communities among the 
Aboriginals in Australia, the Maori in Aotearoa/New Zealand, Xocoro in Brazil, 
and in many other places throughout this decade". 


The letter added: "Out of these critical experiences and programmatic 
involvement with the indigenous peoples, the World Council of Churches called, 
at its Seventh Assembly in 1991, for churches, governments and international 
bodies to actively seek the goal of justice through sovereignty and self- 
determination of indigenous peoples, to oppose the exploitation of indigenous 
peoples’ lands and mineral resources, and to protect the freedom of indigenous 
peoples to practise their traditional religions". [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.52 
Jewish-Christian-Muslim community awarded Niwano Peace Prize 


The Japan-based Niwano Peace Foundation has awarded the tenth Niwano Peace 
Prize to the Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam community of Israel. Established in 
1972, the community has aspired to realize the ideal of peaceful coexistence 
between Jews and Palestinians in Israel, a land fraught with complex political 
and religious problems, and has pursued activities to that end independently 
of all religious and political organizations, said a press release from the 
Foundation. To be presented 11 May in Tokyo, the Prize carries a certificate, 
a medal and 20 million yen. [EPS] 
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European church body elects new office bearers 


The Central Committee of the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches 
(CEC) meeting in Iserlohn, Germany (10-17 March), elected John Arnold as the 
CEC president. Arnold is Dean of Durham in the Church of England. (EPS 
93.03.36). 


Arnold, who has been vice-president of the European church body since 1986, 
succeeds Patriarch Alexy II, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, whose term 
as president ended at the 10th assembly of the CEC, held in Prague in 
September 1992. (EPS 92.09.16) 


The meeting also elected eight other members of the presidium which will act 
as the executive committee of the CEC between meetings of the Central 
Committee. France-based Metropolitan Jeremie Caligiorgis, Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, was elected vice-president and Birgitte Thyssen of Denmark 
deputy vice-president. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.54 
US: Fagley, former WCC staff member, is dead 


Richard M. Fagley, a former staff member of the World Council of Churches’ 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), died (4 March) in 
Corrales, New Mexico, USA. He was 83. 


Fagley retired from the WCC in 1975 after serving as executive secretary in 
the CCIA for twenty-five years at the United Nations headquarters liaison 
office in New York. 


A graduate of Yale University, Fagley was ordained a minister of the 
Congregational Christian Churches (later part of the United Church of Christ) 
in 1939. He served from 1945-47 as Executive Secretary of the Commission on 
Just and Durable Peace of the United States’ Federal Council of Churches, and 
from 1950-1951 as director of the department of International Justice and 
Goodwill of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. He 
joined CCIA in 1951. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.55 
Mennonites to hold general council meeting in Zimbabwe 


> 


The 1993 general council meeting of the Mennonite World Conference (MWC) will 


be held in Zimbabwe (13-22 July), according to a press release from the MWC 
dated 11 March. 


To be hosted by the Brethren in Christ congregations in Zimbabwe, the meeting 
will bring together the 100-member Council which meets mid-way between 
assemblies. The last assembly was held in Winnipeg, Canada in mid-1990. 


The release added that the MWC President, Raul Garcia of Argentina, will 
address the gathering on the meeting’s theme, "Being Anabaptist Christians 
Today". Other addresses will focus on Anabaptist Christian perspective on 
conflict and conflict resolution, dependence and interdependence in the world 
family of faith, contextualization and syncretism, the role of women in the 
church and society, Islam, church growth and mission. [EPS] 


‘ EPS 93.03.56 
Asian ecumenical body staff member to receive US church award 


The Presbyterian Church (USA) is to present its Higher Education Award to Ahn 
Jae-Woong, executive secretary of the Urban Rural Mission desk of the 
Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), according to a press release of 9 March 
from the CCA. The award, to be presented to Ahn during the general assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA), 2-8 June, is given in recognition of 
excellent achievement in the field of human resources development, in formal 
and informal ways, in the national and international communities. [EPS] 
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India: theological students vow to fight for women’s rights 


Thirty students of different denominations from eight theological colleges in 
north India have promised to "stand against the inferior position allotted to 
women within churches". 


According to a report in the Bombay-based South Asian Religious News (SAR), 
the students’ pledge to work to restore women in the church to "a position of 
equality, leadership and decision-making" came during a three-day consultation 
at Serampore College in mid-February. 


The students’ statement called the church "a male-dominated organization" in 
which women are "totally cut off from the mainstream activities and have been 
pushed into a position which makes them inferior to man ontologically, 
existentially, which is less than the normative biblical mandate". Describing 
the ordination of women as "theologically tenable", it said "reformation, 
revival and constructive revolution" are needed in the church and that 
awareness of this must be created locally. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.58 
Raiser of WCC urges Nigerian leader to review death sentences 


In a 10 March letter, WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser urged Nigerian 
president Ibrahim Babangida "to prevent miscarriage of justice" by setting 
aside a special tribunal’s sentence of nine persons to death in February. The 
nine were charged with rioting, unlawful assembly and disturbance of the peace 
as a result of political, communal and religious violence in February and May 
1992 between Kataf and Hausa communities in Kaduna state. 


Citing reports that the tribunal’s proceedings "were not only controversial 
but were also not carried out in accordance with the due process of law", 
Raiser said the prosecution’s filing of fresh charges after dropping identical 
ones earlier and the withdrawal of the counsel for one defendant on the ground 
that the tribunal had become "a law unto itself" constituted "a serious case 
for review of the proceedings". The gravity of the sentence demands a trial 
"before the normal courts through due process of law", Raiser concluded. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.59 
Bulgaria: Beslov, Methodist Church superintendent, is dead 


The head of the Methodist Church in Bulgaria, Pastor Zdravko Beslov has died, 
writes Moira Sleight. He was 72. Beslov served 14 years in prisons and 
workcamps under Communist rule and was banned from the ministry after his 
release. 


In 1990, he was nominated Superintendent of the Methodist Church in Bulgaria. 
Two years later in 1992, he was awarded the World Methodist Peace Award in 
recognition of his work for reconciliation and healing in post-Communist 
Bulgaria. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.60 
New moderator for the English Free Church Council 


John A. Newton, current chairman of the Liverpool District of the British 
Methodist Church, has been elected moderator of the Free Church Federal 
Council of England. Newton is one of four Presidents of Churches Together in 
England and becomes the first person to hold both posts at once. [EPS] 
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Finland: economic crisis affecting church 


Economic difficulties in Finland, where unemployment has reached an all-time 
high, are having repercussions on the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, 
according to the March issue of the church’s monthly English-language news 
service. 


Falling tax revenues as a result of the recession and reforms in the tax 
system have drastically weakened the financial situation of its 598 local 
congregations, News from the Church of Finland says. A new law currently 
being debated would allow congregations to lay off their priests for as long 
as three weeks a year during the next four years, provided that they maintain 
worship services and other religious functions. Laying off all 18,000 church 
employees for two weeks would save the church about US$8.5 million. 


Congregations are also being encouraged to take an active part in debt 
counselling, using provisions of a new law that seeks to use negotiation to 
settle the situation of the growing number of excessively indebted individuals 
in the country. About 300 congregation workers have been trained to provide 
debt counselling. The number of sessions recorded at the church’s 40 family 
counselling centres was also up sharply in 1992, mainly due to pressures 
resulting from unemployment, recession and debt problems. 


News from the Church of Finland says a positive aspect of the financial crisis 
and the projected cut in church jobs is "that congregation members have 
started taking more responsibility for congregational activities". The number 
of volunteers for diaconal work has increased considerably, which also helps 
to eliminate "the image of a bureaucratic church", according to the report. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.03.62 
WCC library receives Wesley’s books 


A set of the multi-volume critical edition of the works of John Wesley is 
being donated to the library of the Ecumenical Centre by the United Methodist 
Publishing House of Nashville, Tennessee. Publisher Robert K. Feaster 
officially offered the fourteen volumes already available (more than 30 are 
projected) at a ceremony in the library on 10 March. The presentation came 
during a three-day visit to the World Council of Churches and other Geneva- 
based ecumenical organizations by officials of the World Methodist Council, 
including president Donald English anti general secretary Joe Hale. 


Work began in 1960 on a critical edition of writings by the prolific founder 
of Methodism. Besides all Wesley’s prose works, the collection includes a 
volume of hymns and a volume of works by other writers which Wesley edited. 
Feaster noted that the editorial task is complicated by the appearance already 
during Wesley's lifetime of two separate "complete" editions of his works. 


Abingdon Press, the book publishing division of the United Methodist 
Publishing House, took over publication of the series in 1983, when the 
original publisher, Oxford University Press, decided it could not continue the 
project. The current general editor is Richard Heitzenrater. 


In expressing gratitude for the gift, WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser, a 
Lutheran, noted that a comparable critical edition of the works of Martin 
Luther has been in process for more than a hundred years. Underlining 
Wesley’s ecumenical significance, Raiser said he hoped availability of these 
volumes in the WCC library would introduce readers from other Christian 


traditions to the creative theological reflection of an important Christian 
thinker. [EPS] 
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Ecuview: Archbishop Carey’s address to European Parliament 


This is an abridged text of an address by Archbishop of Canterbury, George 
Carey, to members of the European Parliament, 11 February 


...We meet at a very significant time for Europe. The Single European Act is 
all but completed - and I know that members of the European Parliament have 
worked feverishly to help accomplish this. The Treaty of Maastricht has 
provoked passionate public debate about our vision of what the European 
Community should be... 


Since this address is about our sense of identity, and how we define ourselves 
in relation to other people, I hope you will forgive me if I introduce myself 
rather elaborately in order to make a point. As you know, I am the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, which means that I am both Primate of All England and Bishop 
to the Diocese of Canterbury. I am a member of the Church of England, and of 
the worldwide Anglican Communion. I am a Christian. I have so far identified 
myself in six ways. I am lucky enough to be a husband, father and grandfather, 
with strong extended family links. I am an East Londoner, a Londoner, a 
Southerner, English, British and a citizen of the United Kingdom. I ama 
citizen of the Commonwealth and of the world. All these identities matter to 
me. I could easily add to the list, but I shall restrict myself to saying 
that I am also a European. 


My point is that our definition of ourselves as we relate to other people has 
many layers. They need to be held in balance with each other, not regarded as 
mutually exclusive. Indeed to assert one level of identity at the expense of 
others is unhealthy and can be downright evil. We narrow our sympathies 
behind barriers, we ruin the solidarity between human beings, and we infringe 
God’s commandment to love our neighbour as ourselves. Structures which 
encourage us to treat other people as beyond the range of our sympathy and 
concern, violate the sacred principle that every single human being is made 
in God’s image and is infinitely valuable. 


For me, therefore, being European is precious because it is something 
additional and inclusive. I do not want to be European instead of any of my 
other identities, but as an extra dimension which brings extra blessings. A 
jealous Europeanism which seeks to supplant other levels of identity will 
fail, and will deserve to fail. Moreover, a Europe which sought to erect 
barriers against the rest of the world would to me be a betrayal, aping the 
dangerous habits of exclusive nationalism which Europeanism is supposed to 
overcome. 


...Undergirding all of this is the hope, which Europe should represent above 
all else, of overcoming the vicious nationalisms, racism and religious 
bigotries of the past and not only tolerating diversity .in peace but 
cherishing it. That is why the terrible events in the former Yugoslavia have 
been so traumatic for people in Europe: just as we remembered that this was 
part of Europe, bloodthirsty nationalistic hatreds burst forth there, as if 
to mock the growing sense of European identity based precisely on the 
resurrection of civilization from such evil atavisms. 


The right reaction is surely to redouble our commitment to toleration, love 
of neighbour, compromise, peace and respect for human rights. Bosnia holds 
the mirror up to the dark side of Europe’s history. It was not so many 
generations ago that Protestants and Catholics were torturing, burning and 
murdering each other throughout much of this Continent. Moreover, there is 
nothing new about the collapse of old empires unleashing lethal nationalist 
and racial conflict, nor the disgusting barbarity of "ethnic cleansing". 


The new Europe represents above all the triumph of peace, forgiveness, 
compromise, co-operation, toleration and human rights over the horrors of 
nationalism, xenophobia and tribalised religion. [over] 
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...I believe that national identity is for most people an important and proper 
part of how they understand themselves and their place in the world. It is 
part of the feeling of belonging which need not supplant other levels of 
identity and obligation. Its natural corollary is a similar respect for the 
national identity of others. Nationalism, on the other hand, is inherently 
dangerous, because it links national identity to the belief that the nation 
is entitled to a territorially defined state through which to express its 
collective will to the exclusion of others. 


There are brief periods, for instance in 1848 or in the last few years, where 
nationalist movements pitted against corrupt empires can appear to be the 
vehicle for noble democratic aspirations; but the logic of nationalism proves 
otherwise. 


The logic leads to the repression or removal of those who do not share the 
national identity and to wars with rival nationalisms with designs on the same 
territory. Nationalism offers only endless suffering and conflict in Ireland, 
Israel and Palestine, the former Yugoslavia and throughout the world. 


..-The universal character of true religion is always a problem for 
nationalists and racists. It refuses nationalism’s monopolistic demands on 
our sense of identity and loyalty. One of the most dramatic and moving 
insights recorded in the Bible is the dawning realisation in the New Testament 
that the "people of God" are no longer to be understood as a chosen tribe, but 
as - everybody! The scales fall from the early Christians’ eyes as they 
realise with wonder and joy that God loves every single person equally, that 
his perfect goodness and salvation is for all people 


Human institutions can so easily run counter to this sacred insight. A mature 
Europe will remain self-critical. We have recently witnessed the downfall of 
the political and ideological centralism based on a subjugated population and 
inflexible economy. What has replaced it is a European diversity of cultures 
and interdependent economies which brings both hope and dangers against a 
background of spiritual confusion. I have already considered the dangers of 
nationalism and racism. There are also dangers in the triumph of free market 
capitalism, unless structured so as to serve moral ends. 


...In much of Europe, the churches have surely helped to model and nurture the 
values of the new Europe, drawing on our own understanding of suffering and 
resurrection, of sin and forgiveness, of universal love which transcends all 
human boundaries, of humility before God. Murderous enmity and intolerance 
between churches have given way to much dialogue, ever-closer understanding, 
constant practical collaboration and joyful acceptance of our diversity. 


I pay tribute to the way in which an increasing number of ecumenical church 
bodies are systematically making available their theological insights, their 
pastoral experience and their knowledge of fellowship and harmony in 
diversity, to the various institutions of Europe, including this Parliament. 
The ability of the churches to bear common witness on social ethics is already 
highly developed. 


Nevertheless, the churches have more work to do with each other before they 
can fully realise their potential contribution to the new Europe. We have not 
yet done enough to deal with our own historical divisions. There is indeed 
an urgent obligation laid upon all churches to seek the unity which is the 
will of God. Our common mission and service is vitiated by our disunity and 
our unwillingness to acknowledge one another’s churches as full and equal. 


Hence, there are two-way benefits from the relationship between European 
institutions and the churches. The diversity of Europe meets and welcomes the 
diversity of the churches. Diversity need not be another word for disunity 
but rather a recognition that we all have something to give and share. The 
diversity which may well be Europe’s gift to us all will encourage us to a new 
spirit of generosity as churches. Generosity in the sense of recognising the 
spirit of God working among us and generosity in a willingness to admit 
failure, faults and weakness. ... [EPS] 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


1993 16-23 September Executive Committee Sweden 
1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


REKRKRKKRKKKKKKRKEKEKER 


A new book list, with prices, for the period January - March 1993, is 
available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 93.03.64 
Head of Lutheran church body to leave post in 1994 


The general secretary of the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, Gunnar 
Staalsett, 58, has announced his intention to leave his post on 1 November 
1994. He has been general secretary of the Lutheran body since 1985. 


In a letter to LWF president Gottfried Brakemeier, Staalsett said that his 
decision "has matured over some time", adding that it "has been taken 
independent of any possible new position, but with personal conviction that 
I shall continue to serve the church locally and globally also in the coming 
years, 


He said that for him personally, "it is important to go home at a time when 
I still may actively share some of the experiences and inspirations gathered 
during nine years of service for the global church". He also hoped that the 
move would provide him with more time to be with his family in Norway, where 
he served as pastor and theologian in the Church of Norway and general 
secretary of the Norwegian Bible Society before coming to Geneva. 


He said that he had come to the conclusion that the best time for a change in 
the leadership of the LWF would be after the Church Leaders’ Consultation and 
the LWF Council meetings to be held in June next year. 


"In weighing the various arguments for and against serving my full second term 
in office, until the next assembly in 1997, I have taken both the 
organizational and personal factors into consideration", Staalsett said. 


He said there is "no organizational issue which will suffer if change in the 
leadership takes place next year" and believes that it is right to say that 
"the task which I was called to carry out has been successfully completed". 


He said the LWF has been transformed from a free association to a communion 
of churches with a broad global and inclusive participation. The goal of 
unity of purpose, coordination and cooperation within the secretariat has been 
achieved. The financial situation is under control and the restructuring has 
been completed. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.65 
Guyana: inter-religious meeting on dialogue held 


About 50 people representing the major religious groups present in the 
Caribbean region gathered in Georgetown, Guyana (4-7 March) for a meeting on 
"Religious plurality and Caribbean liberation". 


Organized by the Caribbean Conference of Churches and sponsored by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the meeting brought together 
Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Baha’is and people of Afro-Caribbean faiths. 


Addressing the meeting, Adolfo Ham of the CCC reminded the participants of the 
necessity of listening deeply to each other as an important part of the 
process of dialogue. "The aim of dialogue is not reduction of living faiths 
and ideologies to a lowest common denominator, not only a comparison and 
discussion of symbols and concepts, but the enabling of a true encounter 
between those spiritual insights and experiences which are only found at the 
deepest levels of human life". 


Citing the World Council of Churches’ document "Guidelines on dialogue with 
people of living faiths and ideologies", Ham suggested that dialogue must be 
based on personal religious experiences and firm truth, and taking seriously 
other peoples’ positions, with a recognition of truth in all religions. 


Another speaker, Ravi-ji, a Hindu writer and poet from Trinidad, affirmed that 
"dialogue demands love, harmony and service. Our faiths are leading us to 
other areas of human life. To be concerned only with one’s own religion is 


a testimony of poverty." 


Raouf Zaman, a Muslim from Guyana, said that the first step towards authentic 
dialogue is to recognize divine revelation in other religions and understand 
that we owe mutual respect to one another. He called for mutual respect and 
protection of places of worship. [EPS] 
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European ecumenical body calls for peace in ex-Yugoslavia 


The 35-member central committee of the Geneva-based Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) ended its seven-day meeting in Iserlohn, Germany (EPS 93.03.36, 
03.53) on 19 March. It was the committee’s first meeting since it was elected 
at the ecumenical body’s tenth assembly in Prague last September (EPS 
92-09.10) ; 


A press release from the CEC said that the meeting set out priorities for the 
work of the church body, including a call to begin the study process arrived 
at during the assembly: "On the way to a common mission". 


The meeting also gave priority to the continuation of ecumenical commitments 
to Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation, and the work of monitoring 
and lobbying at the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. Other 
areas listed as priorities were concern for refugees and asylum seekers, work 
in diakonia and inter-church service. The committee also decided that CEC’s 
work should take into account the Ecumenical Decade of the Churches in 
Solidarity with Women, and the issues of racism and xenophobia. 


On the situation in the former Yugoslavia, the committee issued a statement 
in which it condemned use of violence in the conflict. It said: "We are all 
ashamed by the brutalities of ‘ethnic cleansing’, rape and vindictive 
slaughter in our ‘common house’ in Europe." 


The committee appealed to all CEC member churches and particularly those in 
the former Yugoslavia to care, with special sensitivity, for women who have 
been raped and for their children and families, respecting their privacy and 
protecting them from ostracism. 


It also appealed for the support of the UN Peace Conference on the divided 
nation and called for firm resistance to threats of unilateral military 
intervention. The statement also called for the maintenance and extension of 
the arms embargo on the war torn country. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.67 
Australia: minister found guilty of heresy 


The Presbyterian Church in the Australian state of New South Wales has found 
Peter Cameron, a minister of the church, guilty of heresy. 


Cameron, principal of St Andrew’s College at the University of Sydney, was 
found guilty of the offence by the 40-member Presbytery of Sydney in Burwood, 
following a four-and-a-half hour session (18 March), according to a report 
appearing in The Sydney Morning Herald of 19 March. 


The case against Cameron arose from his sermon in March last year in which he 
is alleged to have undermined the authority of the Bible and also disputed the 
Bible’s stance on issues such as homosexuality. 


The report said that the sentence, which was expected to stop short of 
excommunication, suspension or deposition from the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia, was withheld as the accused has appealed against the verdict. 


Cameron is reported to have said before the meeting that the Presbytery’s 
procedure leading up to the trial had been flawed and that there were "several 
aspects" he would be appealing against. "The wider church, the lay people of 
the church, have no idea that this sort of fundamentalist movement is gaining 
ground, and I think they should be aware of it", Cameron said. 


The prosecutor, Bruce Christian, said the case had been based on whether 
Cameron had abided by the rules of the Presbyterian Church in Australia, as 
he had agreed to do in 1991 when he became principal of St Andrew’s College. 


He added: "We are not legalists because we are standing by our code. 
Presbyterians have a boundary of what they believe, and if, as a minister, 
he’s allowed to keep saying what he’s been Saying, we may as well pack up and 
go home. We’ve got no Gospel". [EPS] 
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Anglican-Catholic commission proposed to study women’s ordination 


A joint episcopal commission of the Church of England and the Roman Catholic 
Church in England has been suggested to monitor the pastoral implications of 
the decision last November of the Church of England’s general synod to go 
ahead with the ordination of women to the priesthood, writes Robert Nowell. 


Following that decision opponents of women priests have been considering how 
they can remain within the Church of England or whether they need to think 
seriously about taking what has become known as "the Roman option". The aim 
of such a commission would be to assist the two churches in working closely 
together to resolve any difficulties that might arise. 


As far as the Roman Catholic Church is concerned, any decision would depend 
on the bishops’ conference, which will be meeting from 19 to 22 April and 
which will also be considering the terms on which Anglican priests and lay 
people who wish to do so following the women priests decision could be 
reconciled and brought into communion with Rome. 


The suggestion has already been discussed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
George Carey, and Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, at a private 
meeting last month, one of a series of informal meetings they have been having 
every two or three months or so. The suggestion originated from the annual 
informal talks last November between the Anglican Communion and the Roman 
Catholic Church - talks involving a small group of about six, including the 
co-chairmen of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission. 


According to the Catholic Herald Cardinal Hume is "reluctant" to take the idea 
up, but this has been firmly denied by a spokesman for the cardinal who 
stressed that the cardinal was in favour of the plan. 


Meanwhile the cardinal has made a retraction following an interview with The 
Tablet in which he said of his meetings with Anglican dissidents to discuss 
the possibility of their reconciliation with Rome: "This could be a big moment 
of grace, it could be the conversion of England, for which we have prayed all 
these days. I am terrified now we are going to turn round and say we do not 
want these newcomers. We have prayed for Christian unity and now it could be 
happening: a realignment of English Christianity so as to bring us closer 
together, in two blocs, instead of lots of blocs." 


The [Anglican] Bishop of Hereford reacted by saying: "It seems a very strange 
way of talking about a very small and unrepresentative number of members of 
the Church of England". He was "rather saddened" by the sharp distinction the 
cardinal seemed to be making between those who did and those who did not 
accept the magisterium, because he thought the whole ARCIC process was an 
attempt to explore the borderland between the two points of view. 


In a statement issued on 10 March the cardinal said he recognized that for 
some Anglicans the word "conversion" was interpreted as a denial by Roman 
Catholics of the authenticity of their Christian witness. UPA aenoee mot 
course, mean to imply this", said the cardinal. "On reflection I can see that 
my comments taken out of context could be misunderstood and that ‘conversion’ 
was a word which would have been better not used by me." 


He also emphasized his commitment to ecumenism and expressed his belief "that 
the conversion of England to the Christian faith cannot be brought about 
unless all Christians, whether Anglican, Catholic, Orthodox or Free Church, 
are united in the fullness of unity which is the will of Jesus Christ". 


Meanwhile, although no clear indication is likely until the bishops’ April 
meeting, a rough outline is beginning to emerge of the kind of terms on which 
those leaving the Church of England following its decision to ordain women to 
the priesthood might be received into communion with Rome. [over] 


anglican-roman catholic/2 


Recently two bishops’ meetings were held - one in Leeds (22 February) for the 
north and one at Westminster (26 February) for the south - to enable Cardinal 
Hume to inform his fellow-bishops of the approaches he has received from 
Anglican dissidents and to enable the bishops to share information on the 
question. These dissidents are the former Bishop of London, Graham Leonard; 
Peter Geldard, chairman of the Catholic group in the Church of England’s 
general synod; and John Broadhurst, chairman of the dissidents’ umbrella group 
Forward in Faith. 


What is clear is that everyone coming into communion with Rome will have to 
make an individual profession of faith. The actual process could resemble 
that followed by the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and would in other 
words be a process rather than a single once-and-for-all ceremony. A 
procedure like that of the RCIA would make it easier for groups of Anglicans 
to retain some kind of cohesion, though it is thought that the setting up of 
enclaves of ex-Anglicans would be resisted. And of course it remains possible 
for people to be received into communion with Rome without going through the 
RCIA process or its equivalent. 


In all this the bishops have to maintain a delicate balance. While naturally 
welcoming those who for whatever reason have become convinced that honesty 
demands of them adherence to Rome, the last thing they want is to appear to 
be fishing for converts and destabilizing the established church of the realm. 


They need to maintain the good ecumenical relations that have been built up 
over the years with the Church of England. The best-known example of these 
is the partnership in Liverpool between Archbishop Derek Worlock and Bishop 
David Sheppard (and of course the local Free Church moderator). 


In addition they do not know whether they will be dealing with a trickle, a 
stream or a flood - though the experience of past crises within Anglicanism 
suggests that fewer rather than greater numbers will break with the Church of 
England. And one thing they are keen to avoid is being used as a bargaining 
counter by dissident Anglicans determined to exact from their own bishops the 
best possible terms for remaining within the Church of England. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.69 
African Christian women urged to participate in politics 


A conference held in Nairobi, Kenya has concluded that African Christian women 
must rise above cultural inhibitions and take up the challenge of: politics and 
power if they are to make a viable contribution to the governing of their 
nations, says a report from the World Evangelical Fellowship’s (WEF) 
Information Services dated 15 March. 


The meeting, which was organized by the WEF’s continental member body, brought 
40 women together from 15 African nations for the Pan African Christian Women 
Assembly. The participants noted that politics are not "dirty" but are made 
to appear that way because of the manipulations of those in power. They said 
Christian women "can restore the decency of the game by taking part in the 
process and bringing in their set of values on God’s word", the WEF report 
said. [EPS] 
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Pope urges raped women of Bosnia not to abort 


A report in the 6 March issue of The Tablet, a UK-based Catholic weekly, says 
that Pope John Paul II has asked Bosnian women who have conceived children 
after being raped to give birth to their children, and not to seek abortions. 
This is contained in a letter he wrote to the Archbishop of Sarajevo, Vinko 
Puljic. The pope said the children born out of such acts had no 
responsibility for the "ignoble violence" they had undergone. "As images of 
God", he said, "these new creatures must be respected and loved no differently 
from any other member of the human family". [EPS] 
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Romania: inter-church workshop discusses "serving church" 


Thirty-one representatives of six Romanian denominations met in Tirgu Mures 
in mid-February for a five-day "Serving Church" workshop organized by AIDRom, 
the cooperative group, coordinated by the WCC’s Programme Unit on Sharing and 
Service, through which Romanian churches collaborate with international 
ecumenical agencies. 


Hosted by the Unitarian Church, the workshop also included participants from 
Orthodox, Reformed, Baptist, Roman Catholic and Greek Catholic churches. 


After an initial session to become acquainted, participants discussed the 
meaning ofa “serving church",” the;role’of the’ priestcand*pastorinisociety, 
what lay people can do with and for the church, ethnic reconciliation and 
family life. Special services at the Orthodox cathedral and a Roman Catholic 
Church drew worshippers from a variety of denominations. 


A communiqué from the meeting, which spoke of the need to change the mentality 
of Romanian society and give responsibility for it to everyone, was published 
in local newspapers and covered on television. 


Subsequently, the Tirgu Mures group decided to begin an ecumenical association 
of the six churches, which held its first meeting on 2 March. An Orthodox 
priest, a young Unitarian student and a Reformed woman decided to collaborate 
in organizing an ecumenical summer camp this year. 


AIDRom plans a similar workshop at the end of March in Oradea. At its January 
board meeting, AIDRom decided to constitute a new ecumenical association in 
the country at an assembly in May (EPS 93.02.41). [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.72 
US: world convention of Christian lay centres to be held 


The first world convention of Christian lay centres and movements is to be 
held in Montreat, North Carolina/USA, 5-10 September this year under the 
theme, "Weaving Communities of Hope". 


To be sponsored by the World Collaboration Committee of Christian Lay Centres, 
Academies and Movements for Social Concern, in cooperation with the Programme 
Unit on Unity and Renewal of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, the 
meeting is expected to bring together some 300 participants from all over the 
world. 


According to a brochure which has been prepared for circulation to 
participants and other interested parties, the meeting will be preceded by 
visits to 23 communities in Canada and the United States. The brochure says 
that the meeting is designed to make a world-wide network of centres and 
academies visible; establish personal contacts between the regions; and enable 
the exchange of views and concepts of laity work. 


The meeting also aims at placing the laity issue on the agenda of the 
ecumenical movement and promoting ecumenical learning, laity formation and lay 
training as essential elements for the ecumenical movement. 


The meeting will also evaluate the conciliar process of justice, peace and 
integrity of creation in its meaning for the work of the centres and their 
cooperation and will define the main common issues in a global perspective of 
mutual responsibility of Christians. Workshops will also be held and will 
highlight four major subjects, including strengthening "our own" networks, 
cooperating with other networks, confronting network power and overcoming 
networks of evil. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.03.73 
Papua New Guinea: church body fights to keep religious sects out 


The Papua New Guinea Council of Churches (PNGCC) has appointed a committee to 
look for legal ways to prevent "new religions and sects" from entering the 
country, according to News Network International. 


After the February meeting, the French news service Agence France Presse 
reported, the country’s attorney general cautioned the churches that 
constitutional prohibitions of all forms of religious intolerance must be 
upheld. 


But a PNGCC spokesperson told NNI that the attorney general himself had 
addressed their meeting, where he had suggested that the constitution could 
be amended. 


United Church in Papua New Guinea general secretary Nou Oru agreed that it 
would be difficult to monitor the religious beliefs of those coming into the 
country. 


While groups like Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons and Baha’is are reported to 
have caused division and reduced membership in Papua New Guinea churches, NNI 
says the PNGCC’s concern seems mainly to centre on the possibility of foreign 
Islamic groups taking root in the country. 


Muslims in Papua New Guinea have not shown any evidence of militancy, 
according to NNI, but the PNGCC spokesman said Christians are fearful of Islam 
because of the proximity of Indonesia, whose Muslim population is the largest 
of any country in the world. 


Christians recently protested vigorously when the government granted a Muslim 
group permission to build a mosque in the capital Port Moresby. 


NNI compared the PNGCC action to a recent ecumenical statement from another 
country in thes Pacrrier In October the chairman of the Western Samoan 
National Council of Churches, Cardinal Pio Taofinu’u, said too many churches 
were coming into Western Samoa, threatening the cohesion of its established 
churches and culture. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.74 
Pacific ecumenical body calls for peace in Bougainville 


The Pacific Conference of Churches *(PCC) has supported a call by the Papua New 
Guinea Council of Churches early March, to the government of Papua New Guinea, 
to allow the international community to help find a solution to the long- 
standing conflict over the disputed island nation of Bougainville. 


The PCC said in a statement released (15 March) in Suva, Fiji, that it is 
"...very concerned that the PNG government has for a long time overlooked its 
convention with the United Nations and the Commonwealth as well as with the 
ACP/EEC Joint Assembly and the South Pacific Forum in dealing with 
Bougainville and its related issues ...". 


The statement added: "We in the PCC are very sympathetic with all people on 
all sides affected by the conflict on Bougainville, particularly those 
families whose members have been killed in the clashes or have died as a 
result of lack of medicine or food and other difficulties arising from the 
blockade and war". 


The island nation of Bougainville is part of the South Pacific nation of Papua 
New Guinea. The bulk of the PNG is formed by the eastern half of the island 
of New Guinea. Following independence of Papua New Guinea from Australia in 
1975, Bougainville was placed under PNG control. [over] 
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At the time, Bougainvilleans declared their intentions of self-government and 
asked for a United Nations-supervised referendum. In 1988, major 
demonstrations against PNG rule rocked the island and over 6,000 
Bougainvillean homes were destroyed, displacing 24,000 people from their 
villages. 


Since then, the PNG government has sought to resolve the situation by military 
means and an economic blockade, causing serious shortages of medicines, food 
and electricity on the island. In January 1991, PNG agreed to stop its 
military intervention, start negotiations and accept the presence of a 
multinational security team, but in April that agreement broke down and PNG 
troops re-invaded Bougainville. 


Recalling a failed joint attempt with the World Council of Churches to visit 
Bougainville to assess the situation last year, the PCC said it has been 
"shocked at the lack of political will" on the part of the PNG government "to 
end the fighting through constant dialogue and other non-violent means". 


"The PNG government need not underestimate the capacity of the international 
community, including the churches, to help PNG end the problem", the PCC 
statement said and urged the government there "... to immediately enter into 
discussion with the United Nations, Commonwealth and the Pacific Forum 
secretaries in order to engage in dialogue for peace with the BRA 
[Bougainvillean Revolutionary Army] interim government". 


The PCC challenged the PNG government "to invite the churches to participate 
in the international peace mission to Bougainville in order that encouragement 
be given to the local churches to engage in rehabilitation and reconstruction 
work after a truce has been agreed to". 


At its 44th meeting in Geneva/Switzerland, 21-28 August 1992 (EPS 92.09.02), 
the WCC Central Committee requested the ecumenical body’s Programme Units III 
and IV - Justice, Peace and Creation, and Sharing and Service - to continue 
monitoring and to take appropriate action on Bougainville "in consultation 
with the Pacific Conference of Churches, the Solomon Islands Christian 
Association and the Papua New Guinea Council of Churches". [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.75 
Christian-Jewish body condemns misuse of religion in ex-Yugoslavia 


The Germany-based International Council of Christians and Jews (ICCJ) has 
criticised the "misuse" of religion "for nationalist aims in the war in the 
former Yugoslavia" and has urged its 23 national member organizations 
worldwide "to lend support to those groups in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and 
Serbia who are fighting this abuse". 


This was contained in a press release from the ICCJ dated 5 March. 


The ICCJ also appealed for support for those groups in the former Yugoslavia 
who are "dedicated to Catholic, Serbian-Orthodox, Protestant, Muslim and 
Jewish cooperation and their efforts to alleviate the unspeakable human 
suffering of all who are in need, irrespective of their religions and ethnic 
identity". [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.76 
Indonesian women condemn rape of women in ex-Yugoslavia 


Protestant women in Indonesia have condemned the mass rape of women in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. In an 8 March Statement of Concern sent to WCC general secretary 
Konrad Raiser, they said the rape of women in the former Yugoslavia is "a deed 


of dehumanization and injustice" and a crime against "all humanity". The 
statement "strongly" condemned the action and expressed "solidarity with the 
raped women and their families". They urged "the churches in Indonesia and 


in the former Yugoslavia, and churches around the world, to pray and take 
concrete actions to stop the practice of mass rape of women". [EPS] 
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Leaders are peoples’ servants, say Malawian RC bishops 


The Malawian people want a genuine democracy "in which the leaders are the 
servants of the people and not their masters", according to a pastoral letter 
released by the country’s Roman Catholic bishops on 11 March. 


But democracy alone will not guarantee progress, the bishops cautioned, noting 
that the people must also work hard and assume their responsibilities. 


In March 1992 a pastoral letter from the Catholic bishops denouncing human 
rights violations in the country elicited an angry response from the 
government of "President for Life" Hastings Kamuzu Banda. 


Possession of copies of the letter was outlawed, bishops were detained by the 
police for interrogation and threats against their lives were made by some 
members of the country’s only legal party. One of them, an Irish bishop, was 
summarily deported. 


Since then, continuing unrest within the country and pressure from the 
international community have led Banda to call for a referendum in June 1993 
in which Malawians will vote on whether or not to maintain the one-party 
system which has been in effect since independence in 1964. The terms 
announced for the referendum have been criticized by a number of political, 
human rights and church leaders (EPS 93.03.09, 32). 


Although the church may not tell any citizen how to vote, the bishops’ new 
letter says, voters should ask themselves which form of government will best 
eliminate prejudice and intolerance and guarantee accountability on the part 
of future political leaders and justice for all. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.78 
Church body criticizes proposal to ban white parties in black areas 


The South African Council of Churches has condemned "in the strongest possible 
terms", remarks by a prominent black civic leader that "white" political 
parties will not be allowed to canvass in black residential areas, writes 
Carmel Richard in the 6 March issue of The Tablet. 


The report quotes Dan Mofokeng, head of the Civic Association of the Southern 
Transvaal, as having said that the governing National Party (NP), the official 
opposition Conservative Party (CP) and the liberal Democratic Party (DP) would 
not be permitted to campaign in black townships. 


He said that the NP’s "pedigree of apartheid" would disqualify it from 
canvassing in black areas, while the DP would not be allowed to "discredit the 
heroes of liberation" or to "sow confusion in our ranks". Mofokeng’s remarks 
were supported by the South African National Civic Organization (SANCO). 


The SACC said it rejected the stand taken by Mofokeng because the national 
civic organization was started, with the encouragement of the churches, during 
a time of great oppression to be a "voice for the people". Mofokeng’s 
remarks, said the church body, contradicted the platform on which his 
organization was founded and should be repudiated by SANCO. 


Leader of the Democratic Party, Zach de Beer, said Mofokeng’s statement 


revealed "a serious ignorance of the meaning of democracy and of the free and 
fair elections". 


Both the NP and the DP have a growing black membership. The CP does not admit 
blacks to its membership. [EPS] 
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US Catholics, Lutherans on Vatican and salvation 


US Roman Catholic and Lutheran church leaders and theologians have called on 
the Vatican to lift a centuries-old official condemnation of a key doctrine 
of the Protestant Reformation - that salvation comes by grace alone. 


Meeting in Florida in mid-February to assess the oldest US Catholic-Protestant 
dialogue, the 36 participants also urged that a new round of conversations 
look at "the steps required for the realization of full communion" between 
Lutherans and Catholics. 


Noting that 1997 will be the 450th anniversary of condemnations by the Council 
of Trent of the Lutheran teaching often referred to as "justification by 
faith", the consultation proposed that as a target date for revoking them. 


Against the background of impatience in some quarters that remarkable 
agreements during 27 years of Lutheran-Catholic dialogue in the US have not 
moved the two communions towards greater recognition and cooperation, 
participants proposed a "public act of affirmation of the goal of full 
communion" in the near future. 


That, they suggested, could send a signal to the Vatican, which would have to 
lift the condemnation, as well as dispel the notion that "ecumenical interest 
has flagged and progress has stalled". 


The consultation called for more effort towards "a comprehensive response to 
and mutual reception of the dialogue on all levels of the churches", and said 
the next round of talks should also include church members other than 
theologians. Co-chairing the meeting were Rembert Weakland, Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Milwaukee and chairman of the ecumenical committee of the US 
Catholic bishops conference, and Bishop Herbert Chilstrom of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.80 
Haitian church divided over exiled President Aristide? 


Although exiled Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide may have won the 
hearts of the Haitian people and the "church of the poor" that works with 
them, he has very few friends among the Roman Catholic Church hierarchy there, 
Says a report appearing in the Peru-based Latinamerica Press of 4 March. 


"There’s a big split between the hierarchy and the clergy", the report said 
quoting Raymond Desjardins, a French-Canadian who has lived and worked in 
Haiti for twelve years. 


The report added that the clergy tend to see Aristide as an expression of the 
will of the people and the only hope for social justice and a better life for 
the poor. On the other hand, the report added, the church hierarchy, for most 
part, come from the privileged mulatto class and reflect the attitudes of the 
small Haitian elite who see social change as a threat to their position. 


Desjardins said that there are about 400 diocesan priests in the country, 
"nearly half of them younger and Haitian". In addition, as many as 4,000 
nuns, brothers and priests are attached to various religious institutions in 
Haiti. These range from Mother Teresa’s sisters to conservative orders such 
as the Salesians, who expelled Aristide nearly five years ago for his 
commitment to liberation theology while he was working in the slums of the 
Haitian capital city of Port-au-Prince. 


Aristide became Haiti’s first democratically-elected president in the first 
free and fair elections of 16 December, 1990 in which he won two-thirds of the 
vote. He was deposed by the military on 30 September 1991. [over] 
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The Latinamerica Press report said Haiti’s Bishops’ Conference has eight 
bishops and two archbishops. The Conference is headed by Archbishop Frangois 
Guyot who was promoted to the post after Archbishop Fran¢ois Wolff-Ligonde was 
forced to flee the country following his verbal attack on the-then newly- 
elected President Aristide. Wolff-Ligonde returned to Haiti last November and 
retained his former title. The report added that most of the grassroots 
clergy are pro-Aristide, while almost all the hierarchy are strongly anti- 
Aristide. 


At the same time, Desjardins said, the army continues its human rights abuses 
which are targeted at pro-Aristide clergy. "There are a lot of people hiding 
in the country. When the army finds them, they beat them", he said and added: 
"Lots of parishes are without priests because the priests are in danger". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.03.81 
South Africa: ecumenical monitors held by "homeland" police 


Two international church monitors belonging to the Ecumenical Monitoring 
Programme in South Africa (EMPSA), a South African Council of Churches - South 
African [Roman] Catholic Bishops’ Conference - sponsored programme which is 
also supported by the World Council of Churches, were held by police in the 
South African "homeland" of Bophuthatswana (14 March), while trying to attend 
a funeral. 


Joyce Cashmore of Britain, a retired senior police officer with the 
Metropolitan Police in London, and Pieter Van Reenen, a human rights worker 
from the Netherlands, were threatened, searched and detained in a police 
compound for two-and-half hours, said a press release from the EMPSA office 
in Johannesburg. 


The two monitors had travelled to Bophuthatswana at the request of the local 
church workers, who feared that Bophuthatswana police would obstruct the 
funeral of Motala Motswatswa, an African National Congress member who died 
shortly after his return to South Africa from exile. A funeral of another 
returned exile the previous day was disrupted by the police, the release said. 


"As the monitors were about to park their car and join the crowds moving 
towards the funeral, armed men in a blue bakkie [van] ordered them to stop at 
the side of the road and get out of their car. The men were not in uniform 
and refused to identify themselves. Their [monitors’] car, luggage and 
personal possessions were searched. When they demanded to see a senior 
officer, they were taken to the police compound and the gates were locked", 
the release said. 
5 4 

The two were then separated from one another, and Cashmore, who was using a 
tape recorder, was subjected to aggressive and threatening behaviour. Both 
were only released when senior police officers arrived. "Their behaviour 
throughout was aggressive, threatening and hostile", said Cashmore. "There 
was a clear concern and anxiety over the presence of international monitors 
and a deliberate attempt to ensure we were kept away from the community. This 
bears no resemblance to any internationally acceptable form of policing", she 
added. [EPS] 


EPS 93.03.82 
Venezuela: church to involve people in democracy 


Sensing a high level of public frustration, the Roman Catholic church is 
urging citizens to take an active role in bringing Venezuela out of crisis, 
Says a report in Latinamerica Press of 11 March. 


"The goal is to begin a slow but sure journey that will allow us to deepen 
democracy and make the changes needed to move toward a more just and humane 
society", said Bishop Mario Moranta of the Venezuelan [Roman Catholic] 
Bishops’ Conference. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.03.83 
Ecuview: Ritual Abuse and the Church (Jaimie Carroll) 


This abridged item first appeared in Women magazine, number 38 of December 
1992, a publication of the Women in Church and Society of the Geneva-based 
Lutheran World Federation. It was reprinted by permission of the US-based 
Center for Women and Religion. 


Ritual abuse deepens the silence and invisibility of the already powerless, 
the poor, the young, the innocent, the used, and the desperate. Victims are 
often forced to engage in promiscuous and/or sadistic sexual acts, religious 
sacrifices in which one or more persons are tortured and killed, cannibalism, 
and other provocative and cruel abuses. These calculated acts are degrading 
and humiliating, and eventually undermine a victim’s sense of goodness. Cults 
organized around specific twisted ideologies are producing a generation of 
used and damaged children at risk of growing up to become adults who will 
continue to consent to violent exploitation, either as victim or as violator. 
Society’s denial of the existence of ritual abuse must be recognized as an 
enabling stance that assists in the continued perpetration of these heinous 
acts. 


...Victims of abuse often develop and maintain defences that enable them to 
live in a society that does not readily tolerate the telling of their 
experiences. Perpetrators count on the unbelievability of their acts. 


...There is a tendency among some professionals and some victims to doubt the 
resiliency of the human spirit. This must be avoided at all costs. 


...-1 believe that severe abuse can disrupt and/or destroy an individual’s 
spiritual development, perverting the likelihood of his/her remaining 
relationship with God. Clergy need to commit themselves to remain accountable 
and present to the profoundly disturbing questions (Where was God? If there 
is a God and she/he is all powerful then why didn’t she/he protect me?) asked 
by the abused. 


We must become far clearer than we have been about the presence of God when 
evil acts manifest in human character and behaviour. Victims of abuse often 
embrace spirituality with a parched thirst that is paradoxical in nature. 
With fundamental questions they challenge principles of theological thought 
and pastoral responses. If clergy are to minister to these unique individuals 
effectively they must first commit to enter fully into the victims’ suffering 
and freely acknowledge the depth of their experience without imposing 
premature theological perceptions. 


It is important to impart positive spiritual truths in a nonjudgmental and 
sensitive manner to counter the negative spiritual aspects of the trauma. 
After many instances of working with ritual abuse survivors who clearly needed 
to ask and answer their questions in the presence of a vested spiritual 
practitioner I have come to understand: When a victim of abuse is permitted 
to ask and then answer his/her question(s) in the presence of God with a 
carefully selected religious leader there is a moment of reconciliation in 
which the pain, sorrow and grief are returned to God where they can be 
appropriately held and ministered to. 


Though some abuse victims do enter the church to seek healing and 
reconciliation, many, many others remain outside, angry, struggling and full 
of despair. Clergy and other spiritual practitioners must demonstrate a 
commitment to remain available to those seeking answers to disturbing 
theological questions who dare not to enter a church or other religious 
institution to ask them. 


One of the services that can be offered to abuse survivors is to act asa 
liaison in the community... linking victims of abuse with appropriate healing- 
oriented resources. [over] 
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In some instances that might be assisting them in a search for a spiritual 
community in which they can ask and answer the abuse-generated questions. In 
other instances the individual might already be rooted in a religious 
community and merely want to speak to someone knowledgeable about how abuse 
and trauma affect/disturb spiritual development. The concept of healing is 
not widely accepted. Many individuals who have been severely traumatized are 
forced to continue to suffer because they lack access to healing-oriented 
information and services. 


Concrete goals must be identified and objectives set to take systematic action 
on behalf of ritual abuse survivors. Responses must be sensitive to cultural, 
spiritual and gender differences. The services developed must recognize that 
males, females, people of colour and/or diverse religious backgrounds may have 
different roles and options during the abuse experience; consequently 
individual concerns and needs can vary drastically during the healing process. 


Legislation must be passed mandating the design and implementation of 
education and training programmes. Individuals who have been ritualistically 
abused are highly responsive to therapy, pastoral counselling and other 
healing-oriented services. Knowledge of the nature of ritual abuse and the 
needs of adults who endured such abuse as children would lead to a better 
understanding of the problem by service providers and permit the establishment 
of a network of community-based resources for survivors. 


Many ritual abuse survivors have great difficulty finding professionals who 
can assist them in a nonexploitive way. Comprehensive written materials that 
identify the problem-and offer accurate information to legal, law enforcement, 
legislative, medical, therapeutic, social service and religious professionals 
about how to work effectively with this population need to be developed. 


- Allocation of funds for healing-oriented services: money must be allocated 
for training so that survivors will not have to spend valuable time and money 
educating professionals who should receive this information from some place 
other than the people they are servicing. Professional communities must stop 
disbelieving, dismissing, and drugging clients and begin responding. They do 
get better. 


- Development of a team approach to healing: because of the unusual 
circumstances of ritual abuse, a team approach to healing is often warranted. 
Survivors may need to access many community resources during their healing 
process (financial, legal, law enforcement, judicial, legislative, medical, 
social service, psychological therapy and spiritual). Service providers have 
a poor track record when it comes to information exchange, successful 
networking and non-duplication of services. 


\ 
- Development of a nationwide ritual abuse data base: a nationwide data base 
needs to be developed to record and track information about child kidnapping 
and child deaths. Special attention should be paid to the dates and 
circumstances of obtainment and/or death. 


Law enforcement agencies must be assisted in developing uniform standards for 
handling missing children reports. Legislation increasing penalties for 
kidnapping must be written. 


I hope exposure to this article results in a clearer understanding of this 
severe problem. Victims of ritual abuse are not sick; they develop very sane 
response to very insane life experiences. It is wrong to continue to deny the 
existence of child and adult brutalization in society. A decision to not 
believe these victims constitutes collusion with the perpetrator. 


Though my process of personality integration is long completed and my life is 
rich with opportunity and hope, I still feel profound despair when I think of 
children who continue to suffer because as a society we have difficulty 
responding to the reality of ritual abuse. Please join me in creating a 
solution that permits healing, hope and dignity for those who have been forced 
to bear witness to the atrocity of ritual abuse. [EPS] 
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RkEkKKRKEKRKKRKKKKKRREK 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


1993 15-20 September Executive Committee Sweden 
1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


RHEAEEREEKRKEKERRER 


A new book, "She Flies Beyond" - Memories and Hopes of Women in the Ecumenical 
Movement - is available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Price: 
Swiss francs 9.90, USS 6.50, and UKE 4.50. 


RekKKkRKRKRKKKKKRKRER 


CORRIGENDUM: In EPS 93.03.24, first paragraph, third line, 14-21 February 
should read 14-21 January. 


A report of a World Council of Churches consultation on Koinonia and Justice, 
Peace and the Integrity of Creation (24-28 February 1993), in Rhone, Denmark, 
is available from the Programme Unit I, WCC, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 
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WCC executive committee meets, approves new staff appointments 


Appointments of senior staff, a review of finance and ongoing programmes and 
analysis of political areas of special current concern were among the items 
on the agenda for the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches at 
its meeting from 18-22 March. 


The Committee met at the WCC’s Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, outside Geneva. 
Its members, elected at the Seventh Assembly (Canberra, Australia 1991) to 
serve until the next Assembly in 1998, include the WCC’s eight presidents, the 
moderator and two vice-moderators of the 150-member Central Committee, fifteen 
other Central Committee members and the General Secretary. The committee, 
which ordinarily meets twice a year, makes most staffing decisions, supervises 
the budget approved by the Central Committee and takes action on other matters 
referred to it by the Central Committee. The Bossey meeting was the first for 
Konrad Raiser since he took office as General Secretary on 1 January 1993 (EPS 
ns haag oh > $e 


The fourteen new staff appointments approved by the Executive Committee -- a 
larger number than usual following a virtual two-and-a-half year freeze on new 
hiring while the WCC has been introducing a new programme structure and 
reducing total staff from about 340 to 270 -- included executive directors for 
the Council’s four programme units: Unity and Renewal (I), Life, Education and 
Mission (II), Justice, Peace and Creation (III) and Sharing and Service (IV). 


Ion Bria (Romanian Orthodox Church) was appointed executive director of Unit 
I. Ordained a priest in 1972, Bria holds a doctorate in theology from the 
University of Bucharest. He has been on the WCC staff since 1973, when he was 
appointed coordinator for Orthodox studies and relations in the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism, of which he was named deputy director in 1981. 
In 1987 he became director of the subunit on Renewal and Congregational Life, 
and since January 1992 he has been interim convenor of Unit I. 


The executive director of Unit II will be Ana Langerak (Lutheran Church of 
Costa Rica). Born in the Netherlands, Langerak emigrated with her family in 
1956 to the US, where she did high school and university studies. She 
established residence in Costa Rica in 1968, where she worked in various 
church-related and educational positions until 1982 when she joined the staff 
of the WCC’s Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, with particular 
responsibilities for education for mission. In 1985 she returned to Latin 
America, from where she has continued a wide variety of national, regional and 
international ecumenical activities while serving as a pastor in the Costa 
Rican Lutheran Church, in which she was ordained in 1990. 


Samuel Kobia (Methodist Church in Kenya) was appointed executive director of 
Unit III. Kobia is presently general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches in Kenya, which has a membership of 35 churches and 14 associate 
members and a staff of over 400. Ordained in 1976, Kobia has a diploma in 
urban ministry from McCormack Theological Seminary (Chicago/USA) and a 
master’s degree in city planning from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. From 1978-84 he was an executive secretary for Urban Rural Mission 
with the WCC in Geneva. 


Appointed executive director of Unit IV was Myra Blyth, presently regional 
secretary for Europe in the unit. An ordained minister in the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain, she holds an M.A. (Honours) in theology from Regent’s Park 
College, Oxford. Before joining the WCC staff in April 1988, she served from 
1978-82 as part of a team ministry in a Local Ecumenical Project in Surrey, 
and from 1982 until 1988 as executive youth secretary for the British Council 
of Churches. 


The Executive Committee approved the name of Wesley Ariarajah (Methodist 
Church in Sri Lanka) to be Deputy General Secretary from 31 August 1993, when 
Todor Sabev will retire. [over] 


executive committee/2 


The appointment of Ariarajah, who was director of the former subunit on 
Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and is now executive secretary for the 
theological significance of other faiths (Unit II), will be ratified by a 
postal vote of Central Committee members. 


Also appointed by the Executive Committee to programme unit positions were: 
(Unit II) Kokou Ada (Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Togo), executive 
secretary for evangelism, and Diana Smith (Church of England), executive 
secretary for health learning materials; (Unit III) Thembisile Cheryl Majola 
(Anglican, South Africa), executive secretary for women and development, and 
Dwain Epps (Presbyterian Church, USA), executive secretary, public issues and 
international affairs. 


In the general secretariat, the Executive Committee appointed one new staff 
member: John Newbury (Methodist Church, UK) to be press and information 
officer. Four current staff members were named to new positions: Jeanne Becher 
(Episcopal Church, US) as assistant to the general secretary; George 
Lemopoulos (Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople) as executive secretary 
in the Office of Church and Ecumenical Relations; Gltnther Rath (Evangelical 
Church in Germany) as director of the Office for Income Coordination and 
Development; and Marlin VanElderen (USA, Christian Reformed Church in North 
America) as executive editor in the Office of Communication. 


The Executive Committee decided not to make any public statements on the 
issues of current concern which it discussed, although it did adopt a "minute 
on Africa", noting that in the face of mounting conflict, violent repression 
and injustice there, "the churches as a social and moral force enjoy real and 
potential credibility in helping to bring about change". 


The Committee’s action, which underlined the need to work closely with the 
All-Africa Conference of Churches, includes a series of proposals which it 
said could help the WCC "more vigorously to encourage, accompany and support 
the churches and the ecumenical movement in Africa" in working for a just and 
sustainable society. Among the ideas put forward is that the Council set up 
a human rights desk for Africa, similar to the one it established in the 1970s 
to support churches in Latin America and the Caribbean. Its suggested mandate 
would include gathering and circulating information, promoting "education for 
Civil society", advocacy for victims of human rights violations and supporting 
church-related human rights programmes. 


There was considerable discussion of the situation in the former Yugoslavia. 
According to Raiser, members of the Committee expressed appreciation for 
ongoing ecumenical efforts to relieve the human suffering caused by the 
conflict, especially that of women who have been victims of rape, and to 
strengthen the potential of religious communities there to work for an end to 
the war and a healing of the causes of the conflict. 


While underscoring the need to continue and intensify these efforts, the 
Committee did not feel that a further public declaration would be appropriate 
at this time. The Central Committee released a substantial statement on the 
war in August 1992; and in December the WCC officers made a declaration on the 
specific situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


A report on the financial affairs of the Council indicated that preliminary 
accounts for 1992 appear to have balanced and that a projected deficit of Sfr. 
460,000 on the 1993 budget seems likely to be eliminated, largely due in both 
cases to reduced activity as a result of staff vacancies. Intensified efforts 
to increase WCC income are still needed, according to the sub-committee on 
finance. 


There was also a lengthy discussion in anticipation of the forthcoming (3-14 
August) World Conference on Faith and Order in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. 
Looking ahead to the Eighth Assembly (1998), the Committee appointed a small 
group from its own membership and the staff to explore ideas about the site, 
content and shape of the Assembly, which will take place during the WCC’s 50th 
anniversary year. [over] 


executive committee/3 


The report from this group is expected to assist in the discussion and 
decision-making about the Assembly which will be a major item on the agenda 
of the Central Committee at its next meeting in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
in January 1994. The Executive Committee meets again in Sigtuna, Sweden, in 
September. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.02 
Russia: church appeal calls for political sacrifices 


The Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia and members of the Holy Synod of the 
Russian Orthodox Church have issued an appeal to the Russian leadership "to 
take urgent action to stop the general collapse and the save the country". 


A statement issued through the department of external church relations on 23 
March said the people of Russia have come to a crossroads and are facing 
difficult situations. "We are suffering immensely, growing poorer, with 
internal conflicts, criminality, refugees, social conflicts; all this makes 
life unbearable", the statement said. 


The statement added that instead of concentrating on reconciling and unifying 
the different forces in the country, the government is preoccupied with "an 
internal conflict "fraught with the most dangerous consequences, which could 
destroy Russia". 


"We join our pastoral voice to the voice of the Almighty and say to the 
rulers: ‘Stop this! If the country collapses totally and falls into the 
abyss, every one of you is responsible before God and history", the statement 
said. 


The statement urged the political leaders to "renounce all your personal 
ambitions" and to sacrifice their political ambitions "for the sake of the 
common good". 


It added: "We do not appeal for a political peace which is simply a compromise 
of immoral and destructive points of view. A ‘negative peace’ that would lead 
to the paralysis of the government and render it incapable of action is 
unacceptable". 


The statement said the people of Russia need a government which will be able 
to legislate as well as apply the laws it creates. "We need a State authority 
which is capable of defending the people against anarchy and total 
disintegration. We need a State which will not allow the return of the past 
dictatorship which had crushed personal and general freedom. We need 
structures of government which would help to resolve the key problems of 
Russia’s new era". 


The statement welcomed the neutral position of the army in the political 
impasse and urged it "to be wise and not to give in to the influence of the 
political extremists, but to protect the life and dignity of the citizens of 
the nation". [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.03 


Australia: women to be included in painting of Last Supper 

The US-based Episcopal News Service (ENS) reports that the Uniting Church in 
Australia (UCA) is making a novel contribution to the Ecumenical Decade of the 
Churches in Solidarity with Women. The 17 March report says the UCA has 
commissioned four prominent Australian artists - including John Coburn, who 
designed the plenary backdrop at the WCC assembly in Canberra in 1991 - to 
submit design drawings of the Last Supper depicting the presence of women. One 
of the four will be asked to complete a painting based on his or her sketches. 
A brochure about the "Last Supper Project" says that the project will 
encourage a more inclusive and participatory church as well as help correct 
traditional Protestant "suspicion of the visual arts", the ENS report said. 
[EPS] 
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US: church delegation meets President Clinton, dialogue on agenda 


A 44-member delegation of the (US) National Council of Churches had an hour- 
long meeting with President Bill Clinton at the White House in Washington (24 
March), the first NCC meeting with a president in more than 12 years, writes 
Tracy Early. 


Far removed in outlook from Republican Presidents Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush on both foreign and domestic issues, the NCC had not been able to arrange 
a presidential meeting since the previous Democratic president, Jimmy Carter, 
left office. 


NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell served as moderator for the meeting 
with Clinton, and called on individuals who had been designated to speak about 
various areas of possible NCC cooperation with his administration. "He 
resonated with our approach to the issues in many ways", she said in an 
interview the following day. "Our goal was to let him know who we are so that 
when we want to talk to people in the administration about programmes like an 
urban volunteer corps, we can have access". He promised to send the NCC names 
of officials it can contact, and to tell them to be responsive, she added. 


Among the presidential aides who sat in on the meeting was press secretary 
George Stephanopoulos, whose father is dean of the Greek Orthodox archdiocesan 
cathedral in New York and a long-time member of the NCC board. The press 
secretary’s parents both attended the meeting, and the opening prayer was led 
by Greek Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos. NCC President Syngman Rhee, who was born 
in North Korea, reported in a telephone interview that he spoke of his 
election as the first NCC president of Asian background, and of NCC 
appreciation for similar commitment to inclusiveness shown by Clinton. Rhee 
said he also asked Clinton to work for reconciliation between North and South 
Korea. 


Among others speaking at the meeting was Charles G. Adams, a Detroit pastor 
who is president of the (black) Progressive National Baptist Convention and 
chairman of the NCC’s Urban Strategy Committee. "Renewal will not come to the 
United States unless our urban areas are renewed", he told the president. 


Serbian Orthodox Archbishop Christopher expressed a feeling that Serbs have 
been unfairly portrayed in the media, and suggested that Serbian-Americans 
could assist in the search for peace in the former Yugoslavia. An appeal for 
aid to Armenia came from Archbishop Khajag Barsamian of the Armenian Church 
in America. ‘ 
Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning of the Episcopal Church told the president 
of the NCC’s concern for the Palestinians, and spoke particularly about those 
deported by Israel into southern Lebanon. And others, according to reports 
from the meeting, spoke of such goals as alleviating hunger in Africa and 
restoring democracy in Haiti, as well as dealing with domestic needs of the 
United States. 


An invitation from Russian Orthodox Patriarch Alexy for Clinton to visit him 
if there is a summit meeting in Moscow was delivered by Metropolitan 
Theodosius of the (Russian-background) Orthodox Church in America. Clinton 
said he would want to attend a worship service if he visited Russia. Although 
the meeting consisted primarily of statements by NCC delegation members, 
Clinton interjected comments from time to time, and asked for support of his 
current effort to get congregational approval of measures to stimulate the US 
economy. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.05 


Greece: Orthodox society of ecumenical studies founded 

At a mid-March meeting in Thessaloniki, Greece, thirty-six Orthodox 
theologians and hierarchs formed a Society of Ecumenical Studies and Orthodox 
Information, whose goals including promoting the Orthodox presence in the 
ecumenical movement and creating an ecumenical consciousness in the Orthodox 
world. According to George Testsis, representative of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate to the WCC in Geneva and one of the founders of the new society, 
the group hopes to publish a periodical and studies of ecumenical interest and 
to establish an Orthodox Ecumenical Institute in Thessaloniki. [EPS] 
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Russia: churches organize bank, schools 


The German Protestant press service EPD reports that the Russian Orthodox 
Church is planning to found a bank, with the assistance of the Greek credit 
institute Egnatia. 


According to EPD, a spokesperson for the Moscow Patriarchate said the bank, 
to be called "Orthodoxia", would have an initial capital of USS10 million. It 
would open eight branches in its first year, with plans for eventual expansion 
to a network of 100. 


Besides supporting Russian Orthodox health, education and welfare activities, 
the bank would finance investments in the private sector as well as the 
restoration of church buildings. The spokesperson noted that 3500 buildings 
had been returned to the church by the state during 1992 alone, many of them 
in serious need of repair. 


EPD says there are no precedents in Orthodoxy for a church-owned bank. A 
representative of Egnatia in Athens said a large part of the investors in the 
bank would be Greeks and Greek-Cypriots. 


One of the projects to be supported by the bank, according to Orthodox Press 
Service will be the Orthodox University in Moscow, opened on 24 February. 


Rector Ioann Ekonomtsev described the new institution, the first church 
university in Russian history, as "a synthesis of church tradition and 
sciences" which will "return spiritual values to our very rich culture". 


Courses in the first semester will be offered in history, philosophy and 
biblical studies. Departments in economics, medicine and art will be added 
later. 


Much of the teaching staff will come from Moscow State University. 


Meanwhile, European Baptist Press Service reports that the first classes at 
a Baptist Seminary in Moscow will begin in October. Twenty students are 
expected. 


Construction on a US$1.5 million campus for the seminary -- an idea for which 
Baptists began collecting money in the early twentieth century -- is scheduled 
to start some time in 1993. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.07 
US envoy to Vatican appointed despite church protests 


Despite objections from several Protestant quarters (EPS 93.03.17), US 
President Bill Clinton has nominated Boston mayor Raymond Flynn to be 
ambassador to the Vatican. 


Richard Land, director of the Christian Life Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Clinton’s denomination, said his group hoped to testify 
against the appointment when it is sent for confirmation to the Senate. 


Flynn is a Catholic opponent of abortion and a Democrat. 


Calling the appointment "a triumph of politics over principle", Land suggested 
Clinton was "seeking to curry favour with Roman Catholics who are justifiably 
outraged over his pro-abortion policies". 


Some opponents of US diplomatic relations with the Holy See suggested that the 
appointment of Flynn, who would be the fourth consecutive Catholic to hold the 
post since it was established by Ronald Reagan in 1984, might in effect 
establish an unconstitutional "religious test" for the office. [EPS] 
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Inter-church effort averted religious tag on identifications 


The general secretary of the National Council of Churches in Pakistan says 
unprecedented collaboration between Protestants and Roman Catholics helped to 
overturn an October government decision that a citizen’s religious affiliation 
should be indicated on his or her national identity card. 


The card, which is mandatory for every citizen 18 years or older, was 
introduced in 1974. 


According to Asian Ecumenical News Service, Samuel Gill pointed in particular 
to a 4000-person Protestant-Catholic demonstration in Lahore in October (at 
which 20 people were arrested) and a joint statement opposing the policy which 
the Roman Catholic Church and the (united) Church of Pakistan sent to the 
president and government officials in November. 


Bishops of the two churches then asked the ecumenical Christian Study Centre 
(CSC) to conduct a seminar on the subject in Islamabad at the end of November. 
Co-sponsored with the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, the meeting was 
widely reported in the press. 


CSC staff and students also joined a 10 December march in favour of human 
rights in the capital, which highlighted a number of situations affecting the 
rights of minorities, including the ID card requirement and attacks on Hindu 
temples in retaliation for the destruction of the mosque in Ayodhya, India, 
in December. 


Christians make up about 1.6 per cent of the population of Pakistan. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.09 
Romania: Reformed Church in Oradea faces eviction 


The district office of the Reformed Church of Romania in the city of Oradea 
faces eviction from the premises it has occupied since the revolution three 
years ago, according to a press release from the bishop’s office of 17 March. 


Signed by Bishop Laszlo Tokés, the release said the "autocratic authorities" 
there have initiated "unlawful" proceedings for the eviction of the church 
from the building which was built in the 1930 "through the blood and sweat of 
the church faithful", but was later taken over by the former Communist regime. 


"And now, three years after the revolution", the release added, "the 
government of Prime Minister Iliescu "is again, for a second time, trying to 
take from us our lawful property" and put us in "the humiliating situation of 
tenancy? 


The release said that this arbitrary application of the law is one of the ways 
in which the Romanian political authorities promote communist restoration. 


It added that if the eviction is carried though, it will endanger "not only 
our Church district but several other organizations and institutions" which 
are housed in the same building. 


"In spite of its legal appearance, our church is fully aware of the political 
background to this action - and in the spirit of the 1989 Romanian revolution, 
in the spirit of democracy, of the rule of law, and of ethnic minority rights, 
it protests against this eviction and demands that it be stopped", the 
statement said. 


The statement also said that a name plaque at the entrance of the church 
building was removed and broken by unknown persons. [EPS] 
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UK: new body will urge for women Catholic priests (‘Robert Nowell) 


A new organization to press for the ordination of women to the Roman Catholic 
priesthood has been launched in London. 


It is called Catholic Women’s Ordination. The impulse for its formation came 
from the decision by the Church of England’s general synod last November to 
approve the ordination of women to the priesthood and the negative reaction 
of the Vatican, which said that women priests would be "a grave obstacle to 
Christian unity". 


"Basically we are taking energy and impetus from the Anglican vote of last 


November", a press conference in London (24 March) was told by one of the 
movement’s organizers, Nikki Arthy, a theologian who has worked as a Roman 
Catholic students’ chaplain at a London medical school. "We felt it was 


important to found a new organization at this time to capitalize on that 
energy and enthusiasm." 


While the movement’s aim was to open the ordained priesthood of the Roman 
Catholic church to women, at the same time it needed to do this in the context 
of a re-examination of what priesthood means, said another of the organizers, 
Judith Carpenter. "The priesthood we have at the moment doesn’t actually 
meet the needs of the Christian community", she added. 


One argument the movement will deploy is the shortage of priests and the way 
in which as a result religious sisters find themselves acting as leaders 
within the Catholic community. "There are sisters conducting eucharistic 
services on Sundays in Liverpool now", said Sister Myra Poole. 


So far the new movement has the support of about a dozen Catholic priests. 
It has 50 paid-up women members and has had over 200 enquiries. What is not 
yet clear is what the bishops’ reaction will be, though Cardinal Basil Hume, 
Archbishop of Westminster, was reported to be "slightly bemused" by the 
organizers’ intentions. 


One of its first actions was to hold a silent "vigil of mourning for women’s 
lost gifts" outside Westminster Cathedral, and it hopes to hold a conference 
in September or October. 


Since the Second Vatican Council opened up debate within the Catholic Church 
the ordination of women has been regarded as an open question by many 
Catholics. In England the St Joan’s International Alliance - founded in 1911 
to campaign for equal rights for women - has openly supported the ordination 
of women to the priesthood since 1963. 


A 1980 survey of Catholic opinion in England and Wales found that 25 per cent 
of all Catholics - 44 per cent of those aged between 15 and 24 - were in 
favour of women priests. [EPS] 


(“Robert Nowell is a UK-based freelance writer) 


EPS 93.04.11 
France: ecumenical tensions result of growth? 


The board of the France-based Institute for Ecumenical Research met in 
Strasbourg (11-13 March) to plan the future programmes of the institution and 
also considered the contemporary ecumenical situation. 


According to a press release (17 March), board members agreed that while there 
are signs of ecumenical disappointment and disaffection, many recent 
ecumenical problems are side-effects of undoubted ecumenical achievements. 


The release added that many of the tensions within present ecumenism result 
from the successful broadening of the ecumenical movement to include the Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox churches and more churches from Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. [EPS] 
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Canada: report on Lubicon people urges end to dispute 


An official of the United Church of Canada has urged the provincial government 
of Alberta and the federal authorities in Canada to now "do justice with 
respect to the land rights of the Lubicon Nation" because "there is no longer 
any justification for delay" in settling the long standing dispute. 


John Sibert, UCC’s programme officer for Aboriginal Justice, was speaking in 
Toronto on behalf of the UCC’s general council following the release of a 
report prepared by the Independent Commission on the Lubicon. The report was 
scheduled for release on 12 March. 


The Lubicon Cree have been struggling for over fifty years to secure a 
permanent land base. Traditionally a hunting and trapping people, the Lubicon 
occupy a 10,000 square km. traditional territory located in the boreal forest, 
east of the Peace River in the northern Alberta province of Canada. 


Early this month, another official of the UCC, Stan McKay, the church’s 
moderator, described the conditions under which the Lubicon people live as 
"soul-destroying" (EPS 93.03.51). He was speaking after a visit to the 
Lubicon community of Little Buffalo. 


Both Sibert and another UCC official, Bill Phipps, executive secretary of the 
church’s Alberta and Northwest Conference, agreed that time has now come for 
the Lubicon issue to be resolved and said that the findings and 
recommendations of the Commission provide both a process and some proposals 
to help resolve the dispute. 


Said Phipps: "We urge, we plead with the federal and provincial governments 
to walk through this newly opened door. The recommendations of the Commission 
provide a wonderful opportunity for all parties to respond positively to the 
Challenge of finally resolving this deadly situation." [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.13 
Huche-Bishop, pioneer of Jewish-Christian relations, is dead 


Claire Huche-Bishop, a former president of the International Council of 
Christians and Jews (ICCJ), died (11 March) aged nearly 95, according to a 
letter from the ICCJ dated 16 March. 


The letter said: "We remember her as one of the great pioneers of the movement 
for the renewal of Christian-Jewish relations in the wake of the Shoa. She 
was shocked that the almost complete destruction of European Jewry had 
happened in a culture deeply influenced by Christianity and considered it her 
task to strive for a new attitude within the churches towards the Jewish 
people". 


Huche-Bishop was ICCJ president from 1974 to 1976 and during her term she 
presided over the first conference on the Shoa on German soil. "We have 
immensely appreciated her wise counsel on many difficult issues", concluded 
the letter which was signed by J. Schoneveld, ICCJ general secretary. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.14 
Reeves to head Maori theological training in New Zealand 


Sir Paul Reeves, the Anglican Observer at the United Nations in New York, is 
to leave his present post in February next year to become head of the Te Rau 
Kahikatea, the Maori Anglican theological and ministry training college in 
Auckland, New Zealand, says a report appearing in the 17 March issue of the 
US-based Episcopal News Service. According to Bishop Whakahuihui Vercoe of 
Aotearoa, the diocese of indigenous Maoris in the Anglican Province of the 
New Zealand, the appointment of Reeves "...comes at a very crucial stage of 
development within the [Diocese of] Aotearoa of a strategic plan for 
implementation of a training programme for ministry formation and theological 
education". In September last year, Archbishop Reeves headed an ecumenical 
Eminent Persons Group to launch the ecumenical monitoring programme on 
violence in South Africa (EPS 92.10.30). [EPS] 
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EPS 93.04.15 
Ecutext: Pentecost Message from the WCC 


This is the text of the 1993 Pentecost message from the presidents of the 
World Council of Churches. Pentecost is celebrated this year on 30 May or 
6 June. In an 18 March letter to WCC member churches, WCC General 
Secretary Konrad Raiser suggested that the text of this year’s message 
could be used in a service of rededication marking the midpoint of the 
Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women (1988-1998). 


The presidents of the WCC were elected at the Seventh Assembly in Canberra 
PA991). They are Anna Marie Aagaard (Denmark), Vinton Anderson (USA), 
Leslie Boseto (Solomon Islands), Priyanka Mendis (Sri Lanka), Parthenios of 
Alexandria (Egypt), Eunice Santana (Puerto Rico), Shenouda of Alexandria 
(Egypt) and Aaron Tolen (Cameroon). 


Although the cold war has ended, our Message for Pentecost this year comes 
to you ina world full of menace. Our world is still broken and divided. 
The poor and the weak are still exploited and oppressed. Ethnic, 
religious, linguistic, racial and social divisions are being fuelled by an 
uncertain economic situation. 


Yet it is in this world that we celebrate the breaking-in of the Holy 
Spirit on this day of Pentecost. Pentecost reminds us first of all that 
God keeps promises. Jesus had promised: "I will not leave you orphaned; I 
am coming to you" (Jn 14:18 NRSV). In a hostile world, the Comforter is 
with us. 


But the Spirit came down on a gathered community living together in unity - 
a community of sharing and mutual understanding, welded together by study 
of the Word and by prayer. If this condition had to be fulfilled before 
the Holy Spirit could descend on us, in our local church, our country, our 
ecumenical movement, would we be worthy to receive the gift? 


When the Holy Spirit was poured out on the first Christian community the 
Spirit broke down all the barriers - barriers of language, of nationality, 
of tribe, sex, race and social class. In July this year, young people from 
all over the globe will dare to gather under the banner of LIFE, in our 
world facing death and destruction. 1993 marks the mid-point of the 
Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women. 


It is also the year of the World Conference on Faith and Order, with a 
theme focusing on koinonia. With the explosion of ethno-centric feelings 
and the resurgence of racial discrimination and religious intolerance in 
almost all our countries, we who are a community created through the work 
of the Holy Spirit must continue to affirm more strongly than ever, that 
the marks of a community willed by God are union, mutual understanding and 
sharing. 


To counter fatalistic acceptance of division and exclusion, we are called 
to seek a "communion" which is first of all spiritual, but which also 
involves sharing between brothers and sisters within a church or a nation 
as well as between churches and nations. 


With the boldness of Paul, we have to reject the isolationism and arrogance 
of the rich and powerful and preach the hope founded on the faithfulness of 
God whose plan is that the world should be one. 


If we are to be credible, we have to practise what we preach. "Breaking 
bread and praying together" was a central element in the daily life of the 
church which received the Holy Spirit. Is it a reality among us? Can we 
hope, in our communities and among the different confessions, to see 
practical steps towards the breaking of the bread in common which, with 
baptism, makes us what we are? [over] 


pentecost message/2 


Can we as the church demonstrate our solidarity with women through action 
that will eradicate all sexist attitudes among us? Can we be challenged by 
our young people as they strive to gather the forces of life, and bring 
about a new community? 


The world today needs men and women of courage to affirm hope in face of 
defeatism, compassion in face of hatred, unity in face of division, sharing 
and solidarity in face of exclusion and exploitation. Pentecost reminds us 
that the One who steadfastly keeps promises is there. Let us pray that God 
will continue to pour out on us the gift of the Holy Spirit and that, with 
his help, we may in a true sense become builders of unity, ambassadors of 
peace, advocates of justice and witnesses to his power. May each day that 
God sends be Pentecost for us. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.16 
Ecutext: Australian church leaders on aid to Third World 


The following statement was issued by Archbishop Keith Rayner of the 
Anglican Church of Australia and Cardinal Edward Clancy of the Roman 
Catholic Church (9 March), four days before the national elections in 
Australia. The ruling Labour Party emerged victorious in the election which 
returned Prime Minister Paul Keating to power. 


As leaders of Australia’s two largest Churches, we are concerned at the 
narrow focus of the current election. On each of our respective visits to 
Cambodia and Mozambique we have been challenged by the hope of the people 
of those countries despite years of civil war and devastation. This is the 
hope that needs to be rediscovered in Australian society. The materialist 
focus of the election campaign fails to touch the spiritual dimension which 
would provide a way forward in difficult times. 


More than this, we are concerned that the people of the developing world 
have been forgotten by our political leaders. It is important that 
Australia make a genuine commitment to the poor. It is not enough to 
develop trading policies with the Third World if we do not consider 
adequately the needs of the poor in those countries. 


Australians have been extraordinarily generous, despite their economic 
difficulties, in their response to the needs of the poor though donations 
to aid agencies. It is important that the government do the same. 


However, despite promises by both major parties, Australia has never met 
the UN target of 0.7 percent of GNP for overseas aid. Over the past decade 
the government cut such aid from 0.5 percent to 0.35 percent of GNP. 
Recently we were pleased to see the ALP make a commitment to achieve 0.40 
percent of GNP by 1994-5. We were dismayed to see that the Coalition have 
pledged, if it wins the election, to cut aid by $209 million - to its 
lowest level ever. 


The poor overseas did not cause Australia’s economic recession. They should 
not be asked to pay a disproportionate price for the recovery. We call on 
both parties to address this matter as a priority. We appeal to the 
Liberal/National Party, if elected to government, to postpone their 
proposed cuts to aid, and we appeal to the Labour Party, if they remain in 
government, to honour the commitment to increase aid to 0.4 percent by 
1994-5. In this way Australian assistance to the poor can be returned to 
the bipartisan issue that it should be. 


As we reach out to assist these people it is entirely probably that we as a 

nation will be assisted in finding the solution to our own difficulties 
eee the hopes and achievements of the people of the developing world. 
EPS 
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EPS 93.04.17 
Ecutext: Raiser briefs press on WCC’s role in changing world 


Introducing a briefing for journalists on 24 March, just after the regular 
semi-annual meeting of the WCC Executive Committee, General Secretary Konrad 
Raiser offered the following overview of the global context in which the WCC 
is working: 


We live in a world that is obviously undergoing a process of massive 
transformation. This affects the political, the economic, the social and even 
the basic moral and spiritual dimensions of life. 


It has become customary to talk about the end of the Cold War. More recently, 
it is becoming obvious that we are in a process in which the reordering of the 
world following World War I is being called into question. The other day, a 
seasoned diplomat and political historian said in a conversation that in fact 
we are facing a situation in which the basis of the international system of 
order which was laid by the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 ending the Thirty 
Years War is being revisited. Whatever interpretation may be true, we all 
sense that this is a process of a very exceptional character. 


1. The end of the Communist sytem in Eastern Europe has meant that much 
customary political analysis, based on the antagonism between East and West, 
doesn’t fit any more. But the disappearance of this antagonism does not by the 
same token mean that the Western system remains as the undisputed victor, as 
some have all too quickly claimed. 


In fact we now realize how much the ideological opposition helped to keep the 
Western system together. Now that the opponent is gone, many of the inner 
contradictions and tensions which were kept down are coming to the surface. 
Much of the political weakness and the evident corruption of power structures 
that we now witness, at least in Western Europe, is linked to the 
disappearance of this counterpart in the East. 


There is a danger of people becoming entirely cynical about any meaningful 
social project. The way many people today talk about development -which for 
15 or 20 years was an entirely positive word, suggesting a social and 
political perspective - reveals something of this cynicism. There is a 
temptation to fill the void created by the disappearance of the antagonism 
with new enemy images. In some parts of our world, people are busily building 
up Islam and alleged Islamic expansionism as a new enemy image. 


2. Immediately after the disappearance of the systems antagonism there was 
talk about a" New World Order". Instead, we seem to be moving into a phase of 
increasing and accelerating fragmentation of all remaining political and 
social frameworks. There is a massive regression into narrow ethnic, national 
and even religious identities, and the historically unholy alliance between 
religion and politics is again re-emerging. 


But this fragmentation has led and is increasingly leading to an erosion of 
the moral basis of society, and there is a very widespread call for a 
reaffirmation of basic moral convictions, an expectation that the churches and 
religious communities would help in reaffirming and reasserting a framework 
of moral orientation. 


3. Along with the demise of the ideological confrontation and the growing 
distintegration of the social order, an urgent need is emerging to rebuild 
what is sometimes called the civil society - that very sensitive network of 
basic social institutions on an informal, everyday level. 


In a situation of endemic violence there is a growing need to develop more and 
more consciously the means for peaceful resolution of conflict or, ultimately, 
the need for rebuilding the basic fabric of hope and of life, that makes 
people trust, that makes people invest something in their own future and in 
the future of their children. [over] 


raiser/2 


All this of course poses a profound challenge for the ecumenical movement. But 
the churches which have formed and maintained the institutional expressions 
of the ecumenical movement find themselves in a situation where they are more 
and more tempted to understand themselves as institutions providing security 
and stability for people who have lost basic orientations for their individual 
and collective life. 


That does not make the churches institutionally very courageous to reach out 
beyond the known confines of their tradition. Ecumenism does not seem at the 
moment to be a priority for many churches in the membership of the WCC. In 
fact, in many of our churches, you find an increasing conservative, even 
fundamentalist trend. 


But there is an active minority in our churches of laypeople, women, youth, 
younger clergy, who have made their own the basic commitment to the ecumenical 
vision of solidarity, of coherence, of wholeness, of mutual accountability and 
who are prepared to risk a lot of their personal lives on this vision. They 
are ready to affirm the new ecumenical reality which has grown among our 
churches, a reality that takes them beyond the traditional confessional and 
denominational lines of demarcation - lines that go back to the same treaty 
in 1648 as the system of sovereign nation states, because it was there that 
the principle cuius regio, eius religio was formulated, which is the basis of 
confessionalism. 


A growing number of the younger generation and, I dare say, a growing number 
of the women in the churches live in a post-denominational consciousness. They 
recognize that much of what has been in the centre of our ecumenical agenda 
for unity, in particular the patient work of consensus-building, hardly 
responds any more to where they are in their ecumenical and Christian 
commitment and consciousness. And in fact, this building up of consensus 
agreement upon consensus agreement, with very little formal reception by the 
churches and with very little evident change and renewal in the life of the 
churches, can in the long run lead to a reinforcement of confessionalism. 


It is in this setting, in this framework, that the World Council tries to map 
out its courses and priorities for the next years. I am beginning to discover 
that between the focus on building and nurturing communion in faith, life and 
witness, on the one hand and rebuilding the inner cohesion of the civil 
society on the other - that is to say, between ecclesiology and ethics, 
between our understanding of the church and the reshaping of the social and 
political structures - there is a very intimate connection. 


But there is an equally strong connection between the search for a credible 
interpretation and inculturation of the gospel, which is a message of life, 
and the attempt to respond to the basic calling of the Christian community to 
sharing and service. These four foni recapture the basic thrust that is now 
being incorporated in the work of the four programme units of the WCC. 


I end with the same note of transformation with which I began. I do not expect 
that we will easily and quickly get out of this period of transition and 
transformation. And I am glad that the Executive Committee which we have just 
concluded recognizes that this may very well lead to a rethinking of the very 
raison d’étre, the shape, the self-understanding and the vision of the WCC and 
the ecumenical movement. 


We believe that the period leading up to the eighth assembly of the WCC in 
1998, five years ahead of us, is a period during which we should together give 
concentrated attention to a renewal of our self-understanding. We have just 
completed a restructuring process, so that part we have behind us. We can now 
concentrate on what this precious instrument is there for and how we should 
make use of it in the years to come in the service of people, of humankind, 
in the service of the unity of the church and for the glory of God. [EPS] 
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REKKRKKRKKRKRKEKRKKKEERE 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


eres 15-20 September Executive Committee Sigtuna, Sweden 
1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


RERKKEKKEKKEKEKKKEKEKEE 


A new book, "She Flies Beyond" - Memories and Hopes of Women in the Ecumenical 
Movement - is available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Price: 
Swiss francs 9.90, US dollars 6.50, and UK pounds 4.50. 
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CORRIGENDUM: In EPS 93.03.24, first paragraph, third line, 14-21 February 
should read 14-21 January. 


A report of a World Council of Churches consultation on Koinonia and Justice, 
Peace and the Integrity of Creation (24-28 February 1993), in Ronde, Denmark, 
is available from the Programme Unit I, WCC, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 
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EPS 93.04.18 
Annual meeting of the WCC’s US Conference discusses koinonia 


The 1993 meeting of the US Conference for the World Council of Churches held 
in Louisville, Kentucky (1-2 April) provided the occasion for the first 
official visit to US churches by Konrad Raiser since he became WCC General 
Secretary in January. 


The<US» Conference, incorporated in 1957, helps the WCC in interpreting and 
carrying out its work in the US. Its members are representatives of all wcc 
member churches with congregations in the US and US residents who serve ona 
WCC governing or advisory body. Theme for this year’s meeting was "Towards 
Koinonia in the Household of Life". 


Besides addressing and attending sessions of the US conference meeting, Raiser 
spoke with students and faculty members from three Kentucky seminaries, local 
church leaders from Louisville and vicinity, staff of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), whose national headquarters is located there, and heads of nine US 
member churches. Representatives of nineteen of the 25 US WCC member churches 
were at the meeting, as were observers from the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches. 


Raiser suggested that "koinonia" or communion must be "at the heart of a 
renewed ecumenical vision" if it is to be equal to the challenge of the 
contemporary Situation of radical transformation, fragmentation and 
dissolution of the social and moral fabric of many societies. "Koinonia", he 
said, "provides a clear biblical framework for linking the ‘horizontal’ and 
the ‘vertical’, worship and action, the universal and the particular. 
Moreover, it responds to the urgent need to rebuild and strengthen the basic 
fabric of moral life." 


"Household of life" Raiser described as a "more comprehensive translation of 
‘oOikoumene’, which points beyond church unity and the unity of humankind to 
the restoration of God’s creation". He said the ecumenical movement should 
recover "a notion of justice as solidarity and sustenance, and peace as 
reconciliation and peace-building rather than mere prevention of war". Linking 
"koinonia" and the "household of life", Raiser projected a renewed ecumenical 
emphasis on the biblical vision as including "both radical newness and 
preservation of life and blessing ... We are rediscovering the trinitarian 
understanding of divine reality - in which the reality of humanity and the 
created world share - as being in communion. 


Raiser linked the communion in this "household of life" with an appeal for an 
ecumenical movement "which moves beyond church-centredness and opens up to all 
who confess God and are with us on the way to justice, peace and the integrity 
of creation". Asked what this means for the traditional shape of the 
ecumenical movement as constituted by official church bodies, Raiser said the 
implications for the WCC are not clear. "What is clear is that we are moving 
into a post-denominational period," he said. "But the new shape of post- 
denominational Christian community life is difficult to predict ... For the 
time being we have no real alternative to basing the conciliar movement on 
historical church structures, but we must remain open to communities that do 
not live according to our rules and patterns." 


The radical changes in the church and world situation accentuate the 
importance of the multi-year enquiry into the "common understanding and vision 
of the WCC", Raiser said. One session of the Louisville meeting was a hearing 
in which the US church leaders were invited to comment on their understanding 
of and vision for the WCC. 


Also on the agenda was an exchange on the WCC’s Ecumenical Decade of Churches 
in Solidarity with Women, which reaches its midpoint in 1993. It concluded 
with a presentation on the situation of women in the former Yugoslavia by 
Elisabeth Raiser, who accompanied her husband on the US trip. As a president 
of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women, she visited Belgrade 
recently in connection with reports of extensive use of rape as a weapon of 
War in the conflict there... [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.19 
Christian communicators discuss role of media in changing Europe 


Public access to Europe’s mass media and the need for media awareness training 
were among the topics discussed at the regional conference of Christian 
communicators held in Berlin, Germany (17-20 March). 


Meeting under the theme, "Communication in Changing Europe", the conference 
which was organized by the London-based World Association for Christian 
Communication, brought together about one hundred communication practitioners, 
academics and students. 


Cees Hamelink, a former director of communication research at the Geneva-based 
Lutheran World Federation told the participants in a keynote address that the 
rapid erosion of public space in the mass media is a major cause for concern. 


He called for the democratization of the mass media and the availability of 
public space and wondered whether the churches can help mobilize public 
vigilance of the mass media. 


Another speaker, Hans-Wolfgang Hessler, director of the Protestant Association 
for Media Communication in Frankfurt/Main, Germany, called for the public 
service role of the broadcast media to be revitalized. 


Judo Poerwowidagdo of the World Council of Churches Programme Unit on Unity 
and Renewal, said there is a need for people to be educated as critical 
consumers of the mass media. 


Several speakers expressed reservations about the ability of the churches to 
mobilize public vigilance of the region’s mass media. Robin Gurney of the 
Conference of European Churches said that European churches are at present 
divided and their priority lies in reconciling the many groups which are split 
along ethnic and national lines. 


Otmar Schulz of the Protestant Information Centre in Kassel, Germany, 
questioned the suitability of the churches for promoting and monitoring the 
democratization of the mass media. He stressed that the churches are not 
democratic but theocratic institutions. 


Rudolf Prevratil, who heads a research institute in the Czech capital of 
Prague, described the immediate aftermath of the various uprisings in eastern 
Europe in late 1989 as a "period of grace" in which the public gained a taste 
for dialogue and plurality of the media. 


He cautioned that a return to authoritarianism remains a serious danger and 
challenged the churches to offer responses to the political, historical, 
ethnic and social gaps that emergiiig in eastern Europe. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.20 
South Africa: human rights bodies pool efforts, resources 


A report from the London-based Southern African Church News (SACN) of 10 March 
says that human rights organizations throughout South Africa are working 
together in a new cooperative venture now that the legal structures of 
apartheid are being dismantled. 


Long the object of police harassment, groups such as Black Sash, the Human 
Rights Commission and church-related justice and peace committees are now able 
to work openly together in the Network of Independent Monitors (NIM), 
investigating and assisting victims of political violence in the slowly 
changing South Africa. 


The SACN report added that a nation-wide office of the network will be 
launched this month to coordinate existing NIM operations in the Eastern Cape, 
Western Cape, Border and Natal regions. Other NIM forums are expected to be 
formed in the Orange Free State, Johannesburg and northern Transvaal regions. 


The report said that local church agencies are often full participants in NIM 
and quotes Stewart Ting Chong, a monitor from the [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Southern Africa, as saying that monitoring requires true 
commitment, not only because of the time but also because of the danger that 
can be involved. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.21 
Church has role to play in matters of state, says Carey 


The established status of the Church of England - the fact that it is enmeshed 
in the country’s legal and constitutional framework, with its governance 
ultimately the responsibility of parliament and its two archbishops and 24 
most senior bishops automatically members of the House of Lords - has been 
firmly defended by the Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, writes Robert 
Nowell. 


Writing in the House Magazine, a weekly published for members of parliament, 
he said: "Disestablishment would privatize religion - all religion - and take 
spirituality off the national agenda. Without that spiritual dimension, many 
of our constitutional and symbolic conventions, including kingship, would 
cease to make sense". 


He argued that if the Church of England lost its roots in the institutions and 
day-to-day business of the nation, it would cease progressively to be a church 
engaging in public life and in society as a whole. He would regret the Church 
of England confining its attention to its own regular attenders. 


"TI want the church to engage creatively with the wider world and to take all 
the people of this country, not simply its own community, as its reference 
point". He added: "The church may sometimes discomfit the State by pointing 
out uncomfortable truths, but the state also serves to brace the church by 
engaging it in difficult realities for which idealistic platitudes will not 
suffice". 


Earlier, he explained that his concern is with the maintenance of an 
explicitly spiritual dimension to the purpose and character of England’s 
national institutions. "In this, the national Church serves to remind us that 
our systems of law and government, however imperfect, are underpinned by a 
public morality based on Christian belief that every individual person is 
equal before God and that his or her life is sacred to God", said the 
archbishop. 


Noting that the existence of other religious communities made a great 
contribution to England’s spiritual awareness and to the reinforcement of 
moral and civic values, he said that their voices should certainly be heard 
in any debate on disestablishment. "The establishment of the Church of England 
gives a religious dimension to the public culture. The loss of that dimension 
would damage the interests of other faiths as well as Christian churches", 
Carey said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.22 
Ghana: "repressive" religious law lifted 


The new civilian government in Ghana has scrapped a decree which had been 
imposed by the former military government requiring all religious groups to 
re-register under close official scrutiny, says a 26 March report from the US- 
based News Network International (NNI). 


Under the decree - the Religious Bodies (Registration) Law - all religious 
bodies were required to seek re-registration. Since its imposition in 1989, 
Over 1700 applications were received by the authorities, but only 960 were 
recommended for legal registration. The rest of the applications were still 
under consideration by the military government-appointed Religious Affairs 
Committee. 


The NNI report said that the country’s mainline churches - the Protestant 
Christian Council of Ghana and the Roman Catholic church - never complied with 
the order, arguing that several provisions in the decree gave the government 
total authority in deciding which religious movements would be recognized, 
while denying applicants recourse against the authorities’ rulings. 


According to NNI, just two days prior to the official handover of power from 
the military to civilian rule, (7 January), the government repealed the law, 
which was termed "repressive" by the opponents of the government as well as 
representatives of Western governments based in Ghana. 


Ghana held multiparty elections last November to replace the military 
government which had ruled the country since 1981. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.23 
South Africa: alleged murderers of church worker freed 


One year following the assassination of S’Khumbuzo Mbatha, ANC official and 
church worker in Pietermaritzburg, three men accused of his murder were 
acquitted early February by a South African court for lack of evidence, says 
a 2 March report by John Evenson of the UK-based Southern African Church News. 


Friends and co-workers of Mbatha say the failed trial was the result of, at 
best, poor police work. 


Mbatha, a field worker in Natal with the Pietermaritzburg Agency for Christian 
Social Awareness (PACSA), was killed on 8 February 1992 (EPS 92.02.51) as he 
was leaving a restaurant after briefing representatives from the US-based 
Kellogg Foundation on violence in the region. Through PACSA, Mbatha had been 
working for peace between Inkatha and the ANC, assisting local committees in 
"conflict resolution." He had also been gaoled and detained many times by the 
police for his anti-apartheid activities. 


Fears that local police would not conduct a proper investigation were 
expressed at the time by the US delegation, who said "no apparent attempt was 
made to identify or follow the assailants and numerous witnesses present at 
the scene were never interviewed by the police, nor was the area cordoned off 
to conduct an evidence search." 


In the event, witnesses did come forward and suspicion focused on local 
Inkatha leader Abdul Awetha, his son, and another adult connected with 
Inkatha. Police visited the men and confiscated their weapons, but permitted 
Awetha to retain a Walther pistol issued to him by the police for his "self 
protection" as an appointed counsellor of Imbali township. When that weapon 
was finally confiscated one month after the murder, it was found that it could 
have been one of the weapons used to kill Mbatha. But according to the court, 
the ballistic evidence was not strong enough to convict Awetha. 


The weapon had been tampered with or "accidentally damaged" during the period 
it had been in Awetha’s care, and therefore the ballistic tests were not 
conclusive, the judge said. 


An eyewitness that appeared in court for the prosecution was also deemed to 
be unreliable. Reports indicate he was extremely nervous and frightened. The 
three suspects were released and had their weapons returned to them on 25 
February, a move that has created fear and anger among Mbatha’s family and ANC 
supporters in Imbali. 


The director of PACSA, Peter Kerchhoff, said Mbatha had been actively working 
for peace through grassroots committees, trying to repair the damage caused 
by political violence that has claimed more than 3000 lives in the 
Pietermaritzburg area. 


In addition to his church-related work, S’Khumbuzu Mbatha had been active in 
the United Democratic Front and the ANC. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.24 
Nigerian bishops warn against misuse of religion 


Nigeria’s Roman Catholic bishops have warned against the misuse of religion 
to cause division and violence, says a report appearing in the UK-based Roman 
Catholic weekly, The Tablet of 20 March. The bishops said this in their 
message at the end of their four-day meeting at the beginning of March. The 
church leaders urged that both Christianity and Islam should emphasise that 
true religion brought "peace not tension, love not hatred". 


They noted that the coincidence this year of Lent and Ramadan presented a 
"golden opportunity" for joint prayer for the salvation of the nation. The two 
religious communities in Nigeria are roughly equal in size. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.25 
US: Congress called to support democracy, peace in Africa 


US Congressional leaders were challenged by church and other advocates for 
Africa to support peace and democratization in Africa and to help address the 
continent’s economic crisis during a one-day conference on "US Foreign Policy: 
An Africa Agenda" held in Washington, D.C. (4 March), says a press release 
from the (US) National Council of Churches. Sponsors of the meeting came from 
both government and advocacy communities and included the Africa Office of the 
National Council of Churches and the Washington Office on Africa, in 
cooperation with the African-American Institute. 


The meeting drew 140 participants, including members of Congress and State 
Department staff with particular responsibility for Africa policy and 
programmes, representatives of the diplomatic corps and US Naval Academy, 
persons from the private sector including development and industry, and Africa 
advocates from the churches, human rights and other organizations, the press 
release said. 


Imani Countess, executive director of the Washington Office on Africa, said 
democratization is a major issue for the African continent. She added that 
efforts toward democracy in South Africa, Mozambique, Kenya and Zaire are 
making headlines; many countries including Rwanda, Benin, Congo and Togo "also 
have been affected by the democratization renaissance in Africa". 


A speaker at the conference, Makau wa Matua of the Harvard Law School Human 
Rights Project, challenged the participants to define democracy in a way that 
is not a wholesale transplant of western ideas of democracy but rather that 
grows up out of the African context. 


"Moreover, it’s not enough to have many parties and an election", Countess 
said. "Makau wa Mutua emphasized that the US government needs to support those 
institutions in a society that become the securers of democracy, for example 
bar associations, civic associations, women’s groups and trade unions, which 
the colonial and post-colonial powers suppressed or eliminated. And a culture 
of democracy and of grassroots participation needs to be nurtured." 


Churches were urged to find ways to develop partnerships with people and 
organizations in Africa, for example by linking with an individual 
congregation or "Sister city", sponsoring exchanges and hosting and sponsoring 
students. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.26 
Canadian Catholic bishops urge tolerance for refugees, immigrants 


Canadian Roman Catholic bishops have called on Canadian citizens to maintain 
a welcoming attitude toward immigrants and refugees, according to a press 
release from the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) of 16 March. 


A pastoral message from the six-member Theology Commission of the CCCB says 
that despite some "darker moments", Canadians can justly be proud of their 
policy on immigration. "Canada has not only welcomed people who came seeking 
a new life and new opportunities, but we have also provided a refuge to men, 
women and children facing persecution", the bishops said. 


The release added that Canada’s tradition of welcoming refugees extends back 
to the acceptance of the United Empire Loyalists who arrived after the US War 
of Independence. In this century, Hungarians, Czechs, Ugandans and Chileans 
as well as Vietnamese boat people have all found new homes in Canada. 


However, according to the press release, the Commission said the "optimism and 
generosity" which characterized the acceptance of the boat people "has given 
way to a spirit alternately characterized by anxiety, fear, indifference and 
rejection". 


"Fuelled by a deepening economic crisis and the rise of a xenophobic and 
racist ideology", the statement said, "this shift in attitude has resulted in 
greater emphasis on admitting to Canada only those who can pull their weight 
and be self-sufficient". The bishops recognized that the government of Canada 
had to establish "criteria for managing the entry of immigrants and refugees 
Into Canada" but asked that they be "fair and just" in setting those 
regulations, the release said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.27 
Anglican diocese of Cyprus faces financial difficulties 


The Anglican Diocese of Cyprus and the (Persian) Gulf is at a crossroads 
between finding itself cash strapped or disintegrating into Arab, American and 
European ecclesiastical jurisdictions, writes Roy Kietzman. 


Bishop John Brown says that parish budgets within the diocese were only able 
to contribute 15.5 percent in fiscal 1990-91 to support his office and staff 
headquarters in Nicosia, Cyprus. 


The "massive injection of funds" by the Jerusalem and Middle East Church 
Association - a trust for most Anglican real estate on Cyprus - "cannot be 
expected to continue beyond 1995", the prelate notes. Other major overseas 
donors, such as the Episcopal Church of the USA, are unlikely to continue to 
help undergird the office beyond the medium term. 


Created 17 years ago from the former archbishopric of Jerusalem, the Cyprus- 
Gulf diocese was unendowed and had no means to support itself. In 1990, Brown 
launched an appeal for two million UK pounds "working capital fund" which 
would place priests, for instance, in Iraq and Yemen, add supplementary clergy 
(like in the United Arab Emirates) and maintain a diocesan office. To date the 
appeal has only brought 200 000 pounds. 


The bishop, who anticipates retiring in July 1995, outlines six options for 
remoulding or dissecting the diocese. "... It is certain that the present 
Situation cannot continue and that restructuring will be necessary", he added. 


In one option, Brown proposes that Cyprus - which looks "increasingly i 
politically and economically towards the European Community" - come under the 
Anglican Diocese of Europe while chaplaincies on the Arabian Peninsula be 
placed under an "area bishop" in the Diocese of Canterbury. 


In the most drastic carving up of the region, Cyprus would come under Europe, 
Iraq would be administered by the Diocese of Jerusalem, Saudi Arabia would be 
under the pastoral care of the presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church (USA) 
and the Arabian Peninsula to the See of Canterbury. Another suggestion is to 
give "pastoral, episcopal oversight ... to an active, retired, non-stipendiary 
bishop" which doubtless implies appointing the present incumbent in Nicosia. 


At the same time as wiping out a resident bishop in this option, the diocese 
would also do away with a synod and other bodies which bring together clergy 
and laity to debate and decide issues democratically for the diocese. 
Maintaining the status quo hardly seems possible unless the world-wide 
Anglican Communion decides the region "is so important - given how it is 
placed in the world - that it would be worth endowing it sufficiently to 
enable it to continue", Brown sad. 


Parish life and ministry are flourishing in nearly all nine countries of the 
diocese where church work is largely self-supporting. Virtually all the 
parishes manage to maintain their ministry without outside financial aid. 
Moreover, most diocesan churches contribute significantly to benevolence work 
in their communities or overseas. 


Brown has been "trying to persuade people to channel some of their sometimes 
very generous giving and tithing in another direction: that is, the diocese. 
This is not widely accepted". 


"... My reluctant feeling", says the prelate who became the diocese’s third 
bishop six years ago, "is that the diocese is content to rely upon outside 
endeavour" to support its administrative headquarters. I reluctantly come to 
the conclusion that the gap is too wide to be closed", the bishop says. 


His diocese "is being so heavily subsidised by outside organizations that [it] 
cannot realistically be expected to match" budget requirements suddenly. "Yet 
the reality is that unless the diocese will pledge to find by 1994 the money" 
to run the diocese office, "the bishop will no longer be paid and his office 
no longer maintained...". 


At the diocese’s annual synod in February, delegates were asked to air the six 
options among church leaders at the parish level, and report back on their 
findings by 30 June. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.28 
Finland: Baptist becomes head of ecumenical body 
At its general meeting (Helsinki, 23 March), the Finnish Ecumenical Council 
elected 32-year-old Baptist minister Jan Edstrém its new general secretary for 
the period 1993-1996, reports the Information Centre of the Evangelical- 
Lutheran Church of Finland. Edstrém becomes the first non-Lutheran to hold 
the post. Current leader of the Swedish-speaking Baptist congregation in 
Helsinki, he has represented the Swedish-speaking Baptist Mission in the Board 
and in the Committee on Faith and Order of the Council. He has also been 
involved in the work of the Baptist World Alliance. Edstrém succeeds Jaakko 
Rusama, director of the Finnish Institute in London. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.29 
Zambia: government stops churches meeting in schools 
According to the World Evangelical Report of 1 April, the Zambian government 
has stopped churches from meeting in schools and other public facilities. 
The rapidly-growing evangelical churches have been meeting in school 
classrooms and public halls while awaiting sufficient funds to build their own 
accommodation. However, the Zambian education minister has served the 
churches with eviction notices saying that it is an effort to curb vandalism, 
an accusation denied by the churches. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.30 
Peru: bishop demands modification of anti-terrorist law 
According to Latinamerica Press (18 March), Angel Simén Diorno of Chachapoyas, 
member of the Bishops’ Social Action Commission, has demanded modification of 
Peru’s anti-terrorist law saying it leads to innocent people being prosecuted. 
Diorno believes 90 per cent of the detainees in Amazonas state are innocent 
and says some are detained for "simply giving a glass of water to an alleged 
terrorist". Miguel Irizar, secretary general of the bishop’s conference, 
says "there is great ignorance about human rights" in Peru. [EPS] 
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Norway: congregations open their churches to Kosovo-Albanians 
The Church of Norway Information Service reports that the church has become 
"actively involved" with Kosovo-Albanians seeking refuge in Norway. Several 
congregations are sheltering families in their churches and the Church of 
Norway Council on Foreign Relations is trying to persuade the government not 
to forcefully repatriate them. A statement issued by the council said "to send 
these people back to Kosovo would be to send them into a potential war zone", 
adding that "if they have first made their way to Norway they should be 
allowed to stay in the country until the situation stabilizes". [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.32 
WCC expresses shock at killing of folk singer in the Philippines 
WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser has written to Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos protesting the "senseless act of violence" that led to the death of folk 
Singer and composer Cesar Baflares Jr. in Koronadal, South Cotabato, on 21 
March. The victim was the brother-in-law of WCC executive committee member 
Maryssa Mapanao. Raiser said it is "hoped that the Philippine authorities 
will ensure that proper investigations are carried out and those responsible 
brought to trial", and expressed the WCC’s "profound sympathy and condolences 
to the family of the deceased as they pass through this difficult 
period". [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.33 
Australia: new Archbishop of Sydney elected 
The regional Bishop of Wollongong, Harry Goodhew, has been elected the 10th 
Archbishop of Sydney after four days of deliberations by the Anglican synod. 


Goodhew was born in 1931 and grew up in Sydney. Ordained in 1958, he spent 
18 years working in parishes in Sydney and Brisbane. Goodhew became 
Archdeacon of Wollongong in 1979 and Bishop of Wollongong in 1982. He is 


Opposed to the ordination of women to the priesthood. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.34 
Ecutext: Towards Responsible Relations in Mission 


At the invitation of the World Council of Churches’ Unit II staff team on 
"Mission and Evangelism in Unity", fifteen persons, including Orthodox, Roman 
Catholics, Protestants and Evangelicals, met at the Orthodox Centre, Chambésy, 
Switzerland, from 24-27 February 1993 in order to respond to a request of the 
WCC Central Committee in 1992 to study the problem of growing proselytism in 
different parts of the world. 


It was also an effort to continue common reflection on the transformation of 
relationships in mission so that destructive competition may be avoided. 
Within this broad framework, ways and means were explored through which a 
process towards a common discipline in mission could be launched so that 
member churches may be assisted in their efforts to be the sign and leaven of 
the unity of humankind. 


At Chambésy, we shared a rich variety of experiences from the present 
Situations in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, the Middle East and the 
Pacific, and heard theological and missiological convictions expressed from 
Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant and Evangelical perspectives. 

We offer here the fruits of our reflection as a modest contribution towards 
developing responsible relations in mission so that we may become better 
witnesses to the unity willed by Christ. 


We recognized that the imperative of proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ 
in all contexts and to all peoples is affirmed by all churches and is 
expressed in their Decades of Evangelism and similar programmes. We also 
recognized that the commitment to evangelism is inseparable from the 
commitment to the unity of the Body of Christ. A renewed creation and a 
reconciled humanity in Christ constitute God’s mission (Eph. 1: 9-10) and 
provide the common basis for our reflections. 


We noted that the study document "Common Witness" recognizes the convergences 
in the understanding of evangelism. It is also clear that there is continuing 
diversity in mission theologies and divergent mission practices. Further, with 
the opening up of areas like Eastern Europe to religious movements from 
outside, there has been a great increase in mission activity, resulting in 
competition in world mission that obscures and even undermines the unity we 
share in the Body of Christ. Such development underlines the urgent need for 
responsible relations in mission, involving mutual accountability, 
collaboration and sharing in mission. 


Mission activity from outside has "invaded" certain countries where the local 
church has existed for many centuries. The newcomer is often unaware of the 
history of local churches, their spiritual life, their courageous witness, 
their suffering, sacrifice and nartyrdom. Pain is often inflicted on the local 
believers because of the insensitivity of fellow Christians. 


While recognizing the importance of issues such as church and state relations, 
territorial jurisdiction and religious freedom, we at Chambésy shared the 
reality of the pain that unilateral and insensitive mission activity has 
caused. 


Considering the different contexts in which our churches live and witness to 
their faith, we noted that some of us have lived - some still live - ina 
hostile environment where a minority church struggles to affirm itself ina 
context dominated by a majority church. 


Some live in fear, in situations dominated by other ‘religions. Others of us 
highlighted the experience of economic poverty that now characterizes the 
daily life of the people of God, where churches and Christians have become 
vulnerable and must struggle for daily survival. 


The context for yet others is that of secularized societies where religion is 
privatized and irrelevant. The mass movement of marginalized people who form 
Christian communities outside ecclesiastical structures was another reality 
identified by the group. 


We noted as well the different nature of the problems we experience in 
different contexts. Tensions were identified in relation to mission groups and 
agencies of WCC member churches. [over] 
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The problem of unilateral mission work by churches, groups and agencies who 
are not members of the WCC, and that of the proselytizing activities of sects 
and new religious movements was also noted. 


In Eastern Europe tension exists between Orthodox and Eastern-rite Catholics. 
The activities of missionary movements from churches in newly industrialized 
nations (for example, East Asia) and countries in the south introduce new 
tensions in some areas. 


We recognized that closed societies are moving to become open societies with 
increasing religious freedom. While as Christians we acknowledge the freedom 
of persons to choose or change their religion or confession, we must stress 
the need for accountability where there is increasing competition in mission. 
Religious freedom must not become a license to disregard and marginalize local 


churches but should rather be used to promote common witness. "Every form of 
proselytism - to be distinguished clearly from evangelization and mission - 
is absolutely condemned ... for it poisons the relations among Christians and 


destroys the road towards their unity." 


Finally, we noted that as religious freedom becomes widespread, marginalized 
groups are likely to develop new forms of ecclesial communities. Churches must 
be enabled to deal with such a reality both ecclesiologically and 
missiologically so that the unity of the Body of Christ is not broken. The 
experiences of the churches in Latin America could be an important source of 
information in this area. 


In discussing the imperative for mission today, we are led to consider the 
theological basis for unity and mission. It is meaningful and necessary to 
deepen the principle of the "communion of churches" (koinonia 
ekklesion/communio ecclesiarum) as a basis for realization of Christian unity 
in diversity, and diversity in unity. 


The communion of churches in diversity and unity should correspond to the 
archetype and image of communion (koinonia/communio) of the Triune God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, where the unity of God and the unchangeable 
identity of the three divine persons is safeguarded. 


Through its mission to "all nations" (Matt. 28:16) the church does not violate 
but safeguards the uniqueness and identity of persons and peoples. "Conciliar 
community of churches is an integral part of the concept of the Trinity." 


The above affirmations are founded on the last will of Jesus as expressed in 
His prayer for unity: "I do not pray for these only, but also for those who 
believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; even as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us, so that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me ..." (John 17:21ff). The trinitarian 
grounding is equally significant as the prayer for unity itself. 


Another basis for our unity, affirmed in the Decree on Ecumenism of the Second 
Vatican Council, is the recognition that all those who have received baptism 
in Christ are in real, though imperfect, communion. 


Through a common confession of faith in God and in Jesus Christ - as far as 
this is possible - and by sharing in a spirit of fellowship” in whatever 
contributes to the common good, Christians express the bond that already 
unites them. 


Ecclesiological rethinking implies a change in attitude towards Christian 
partners. Therefore, the problems of one church may not be overlooked by other 
churches: "If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 
honoured, all rejoice together" (I Cor. 12:26). 


Furthermore, such ecclesiological rethinking would have clear missiological 
implications as it would require certain churches to reject their earlier 
claims of ecclesiological and soteriological exclusivity. Being part of the 
Body of Christ involves mutual sharing of information, accountability and 
collaboration. [over] 
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To realize this ideal, the churches within the ecumenical fellowship need to 
deepen their knowledge and understanding of one another and seek new ways of 
giving mutual assistance. In other words, competition in mission activities, 
proselytism, the creation of.parallel church structures and interference in 
the life of already existing churches would be avoided. 


The Triune God loves the world, offers fullness of life to all (John 10:10) 
and wills the reconciliation of all humanity in Christ (Eph. 1:9-10). This is 
the basis of our common witness. The missionary task of the church is founded 
on God’s mission and belongs to the very essence of the church. 


Sharing the good news of Christ with people who have not yet heard and 
acknowledged that He is God and Saviour is a holy duty. 


The calling of the church to proclaim the gospel to all peoples and nations 
gives a universal character to the missionary task. At the same time, such 
mission does not erase the particularity and integrity of the cultures of the 
people among whom it is received. Local churches are called to live out such 
universality and particularity and therefore have the primary role for mission 
in their own context. 


In the light of our sharing at Chambésy, we identified the following as 
needing attention, and we submit them to Unit II for further consideration and 
future action: 


* - To make a renewed commitment to the unity of the Body of Christ. This 
would involve identifying and rejecting those efforts that are likely to break 
this unity. Our efforts must include self-examination of our own attitudes and 
behaviour. 


* - To assist churches and help in developing conditions that enable them to 
move from positions and attitudes of fear, suspicion and mistrust to openness 
and partnership for mutual strengthening based on respect for the action of 
the Holy Spirit in persons and local churches. 


* - To encourage and enable the churches to collaborate in the ongoing process 
of analysing and addressing the world mission context. 


* - To support the local churches so that they may fulfil their missionary 
calling. Because of their particular historical circumstances support should 
be given especially to the local churches in Central and Eastern Europe in 
their efforts to build up their own religious life. Where aid is given, it 
should be co-ordinated so that the church is adequately funded. 


? 
* - To ensure that no form of assistance to persons and churches is used to 
encourage a change in religious allegiance. Where such occurs, it must be 
condemned by all. 


* - To share experiences of spirituality, suffering, martyrdom and witness in 
different situations of poverty, injustice, oppression, active hostility and 
minority status. 


* - To further develop mission partnership links between churches for mutual 
sharing and strengthening. 


* - To share models of common witness that are emerging as well as those that 
have been present for some time. 


* or To explore ways of building relationships with churches, groups and 
agencies not connected with the WCC. 
* 


- To assist churches to effectively address the challenges posed by sects 
and new religious movements. 


It is our hope that this consultation, the first in a series, will begin a 
process of strengthening churches in their search for authentic ways of 
developing responsible relationships in mission. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.35 
Ecuview: Police Disrupt Workshop on Democracy (Kevin Dowling) 


This item is adapted from the London-based Southern African Church News. Kevin 
Dowling is a Roman Catholic bishop in the South African diocese of Rustenburg. 


An "Education for Democracy" workshop at this stage in developments in our 
country would hardly seem to be the occasion for yet another "encounter" with 
the Bophuthatswana [homeland] police and security forces. I was involved 
during the weekend of 5-7 March in a workshop on "Education for Democracy" 
organised by the Rustenburg Council of Churches and sponsored by the South 
African Council of Churches (SACC). 


It was a workshop designed to explain electoral systems, registration, voting 
procedures, etc., to a group of leadership. people from our church communities 
with the aim of voter education in our area. Several pastors like myself, all 
working in Bophuthatswana, had been invited to attend. It took place at the 
Lutheran Pastoral Centre in Thlabane, near Rustenburg. Two observers from the 
United Nations were present the first evening; they had been invited. 


On Friday night (the opening session), 5 March, we had hardly begun when we 
received a visit froma heavily armed contingent of the Bophuthatswana police. 
Four of us, three pastors from different churches and myself, began a dialogue 
with the commander. We were told the workshop was illegal, that we required 
a permit, etc. 


Since we were at the Lutheran Pastoral Centre, which includes their local 
parish church, we strenuously contested all his assumptions and accusations, 
and then invited him in to participate and see for himself. The whole 
discussion was filmed by a camera crew from Bophuthatswana tv. I began the 
workshop with a scripture reflection and prayer, and then another pastor gave 
his impressions about the current situation as a background to the need for 
preparation for the elections. 


At 9 p.m., after listening to what was going on, the police commander 
announced in a peremptory way that the meeting was illegal and that we had 20 
minutes to disperse. He then walked out of the hall and waited near the police 
contingent. We held a quick discussion together with the UN observers and 
decided on a strategy. We went out and got the commander to agree to let the 
people stay at the centre for the night because there were no taxis operating 
at that time, and therefore they could not go home. We did not say anything 
about the workshop and did not refer in any way to whether we were closing it 
or continuing it. All the time we were being filmed by Bophuthatswana tv, not 
for broadcasting we were told, but for police records! 


On Saturday morning, the workshop continued. We decided to move from the hall 
into the church. During the morning session, police cruised past the place 
just looking in, but did not enter. In the meantime we had got hold of more 
UN and European Community observers, and they had come in their official cars. 
Later in the morning one of the officers who had talked with us the previous 
night, a plainclothes CID officer, plus a security officer, arrived and were 
quite aggressive towards us. They kept coming back to their statement that 
what we were doing was illegal, that they were not interested in anything that 
was happening in South Africa (our constant reference to "Education for 
Democracy" and voter education going on everywhere at present), that this was 
Bophuthatswana and we needed a permit for such "meetings" and so on. 


At the end, the security policeman said: "Come on. Let’s go and get the boys!" 
So, off they went. Some time later - at about 12.45 - the CID officer came 
back with three or four armoured vehicles and about 20-30 police. They had 
tear-gas guns with grenades, shotguns and automatic rifles. The same four of 
us went out on the street and negotiated again, had our names and addresses 
pane down, were filmed again, and then told we had 15 minutes to disperse. 
over] 
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After trying to argue with him for a while, I asked what would happen if we 
did not disperse - this, in front of all the UN observers. He said to me they 
would come in and force us out. 


So, we went into the church and closed doors and windows and began to sing 
hymns. People also got buckets of water from the toilets and we soaked our 
handkerchiefs in them, expecting a tear-gas attack. One of our staff got hold 
of Frank Chikane [general secretary of the South African Council of Churches] 
on the phone and then called the CID commander to speak to him. Apparently, 
Frank Chikane then tried to get hold of his superior officer, and the 
commander went back to the station to speak to him. 


The standoff continued until 2.30 p.m. when the commander came back. We went 
out again and asked him what was going to happen. He said he was going to 
continue to monitor us, and then told his police to depart. He then left, and 
we finished the workshop in peace. What the outcome will be for those of us 
who negotiated I don’t know. We have grown used to being summoned to Mmabatho 
to answer for our sins after occasions like this! [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.36 
Ecuview: Chikane condemns harassment by homeland police 


The following letter was written (9 March) by Frank Chikane, general secretary 
of the South African Council of Churches, to President Lucas Mangope of the 
homeland of Bophuthatswana, following the disruption of an "Education for 
Democracy" workshop by the homeland’s police during the weekend of 5-6 March. 


On the weekend of 5-6 March, a training workshop sponsored by the South 
African Council of Churches was rudely interrupted and threatened with closure 
by your police. 


The workshop on Voter Education was held at the Lutheran Church Centre in 
Thlabane. It was attended by 93 representatives of churches in the Rustenburg 
region. It was one of a series to help participants understand the concept of 
democracy and the practicalities of voting. No political agenda or party is 
promoted. 


The training events have never been perceived throughout the country, 
including other independent homelands, as a threat to security requiring the 
draconian measures taken by your police on this occasion. Indeed the practical 
non-political-party events have been welcomed as assistance to _ the 
communities. 
* 

The disruption happened despite the presence and intervention of United 
Nations and other international observers and monitors, and a phone call from 
me in which I spoke to the Captain involved. It is obvious that he was acting 
on instructions as after consulting his superiors the police monitored rather 
than attacked the event, but not before a great deal of harassment and 
threats. The police said the meeting was illegal. Is the church not allowed 
to work and worship on its own premises? 


It is ironic that, while your police were breaking up this gathering, your 
official representatives were attending multi-party talks and were supporting 
democracy, tolerance and peace. Such hypocritical political behaviour cannot 
be tolerated at this juncture of our history. 


We have in the recent past received reports of denials of democratic rights 
and freedom in Bophuthatswana. We never expected your government to go to the 
extent of trying to stop church people carrying out their peaceful and useful 
activities in the manner of this past weekend. We are shocked and horrified. 


What has happened to the freedom of assembly, association and free speech that 
is written into your constitution?. I personally hereby register my 
condemnation of what happened at Thlabane and request an assurance that this 
shall not happen again. [EPS] 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


1993 15-20 September Executive Committee Sigtuna, Sweden 
1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 
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A new book, "She Flies Beyond" - Memories and Hopes of Women in the Ecumenical 
Movement - iS available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Price: 
Swiss francs 9.90, US dollars 6.50, and UK pounds 4.50. 
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A report of a World Council of Churches consultation on Koinonia and Justice, 
Peace and the Integrity of Creation (24-28 February 1993), in Ronde, Denmark, 
is available from the Programme Unit I, WCC, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 
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Church working group prepares note on refugees, asylum seekers 


The European Churches’ Working Group on Asylum and Refugees (ECWGAR), a joint 
venture of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC), has prepared a "Note on Asylum Seekers and Refugees" for the 
seminar on migration organized by the Conference on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (CSCE) in Warsaw (20-23 April). 


In a covering letter to heads of governmental delegations, CEC general 
secretary Jean Fischer noted that the seminar would be discussing problems 
that are of major concern to the churches. "In addition to the economic, legal 
and political aspects of population flows," Fischer wrote, "the churches are 
anxious that these problems be also considered in their social dimensions... 
European churches are naturally in favour of a refugee policy which could 
apply to the whole of Europe." 


The note says that in most CSCE countries "the position of recognized refugees 
is by and large satisfactory"; but this is not the case for refugees who have 
not been formally recognized as such under international conventions. 


In the past fifteen years the number of asylum seekers in CSCE states has 
increased sharply; in Western Europe alone it has risen from 30 000 in 1977 
bo. 2555000..in) 1980. 4to,.)440°.000...4n. 1990... Although, later figures. are. not 
available, the note says the total for all CSCE countries may have reached one 
mrettren"en VIID: 


ECWGAR suggests several reasons for the steep increase, including 


"discrepancies in economic, social and therefore political development between 
Central, Eastern and Western Europe", accompanied by easier movement from 


state to state following the fall of Communism; the revival of ethnic 
conflicts in Central and Eastern Europe, especially in the former Soviet Union 
and the former Yugoslavia; and "the even wider gap between North and South 
with respect to economic, social and political development" and the 
"demographic imbalance" between North and South. 


Since the early 1980s European countries have met this increase at the 
national level by taking several preventive and deterrent measures and by what 
the note calls "regressive amendments" of their asylum laws. Among steps taken 
are requiring entry visas of nationals from many countries, imposing fines on 
airlines and others who transport travellers without sufficient documentation 
and a variety of measures to discourage asylum-seekers, including assigning 
them to unpleasant temporary accommodation, forbidding them to seek employment 
or follow language courses, limiting public relief and sometimes even 
detention. 


Such measures are "inherently incompatible" with the commitments. these 
countries have made to human rights and refugee protection, according to the 


note. "While they are meant to discourage the arrival of ‘bogus refugees’, 
deterrent measures apply to all asylum-seekers", including those whose claim 
to refugee status is valid. Moreover, ECWGAR continues, "they are also 


globally useless", as shown by the fact that the number of asylum-seekers has 
continued to rise sharply since the measures have been in effect. The reason 
for this, says the note, "is a very simple one: these measures do not modify 
the deplorable conditions in the countries of departure". 


International measures, including many of those proposed within the European 
Community, are similarly objectionable on human rights grounds, according to 
the note. However, efforts to put them into effect by the beginning of 1993, 
at which time the Single European Act was to come into effect, have not yet 
succeeded. 


ECWGAR says CSCE should "define a policy on asylum-seekers and refugees for 
the whole of Europe", which is based on accepted international conventions and 
positions already adopted by CSCE, including the "Charter of Paris for a New 
Europe". [over] 
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Among other things, the note proposes that all requests for recognition as 
refugees should be handled in each country according to "a fair and efficient 
procedure", which would offer each asylum-seeker the rights to assistance by 
legal counsel (if necessary, free of charge), communication with 
representatives of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and non-governmental 
organizations specialized in counselling asylum-seekers and review of or 
appeal against a negative decision. Moreover, the note says, asylum seekers 
whose claims are finally rejected should be returned to another state "only 
if that other state is a party to the international covenants and to relevant 
regional treaties on human rights". 


The note also addresses the particular situation of war refugees in the light 
of the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia, where there are more than two 
million displaced people in addition to as many as 600 000 who have fled the 
territory of the eight republics and autonomous regions, and in the 
Commonwealth of Independent States, where there may be as many as one million 
refugees and internally displaced people. [EPS] 
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El Salvador: US church leaders appeal for support on human rights 


Episcopal Church leaders in the United States and El Salvador have issued an 
urgent appeal supporting the recommendations of a UN-sponsored commission 
which recently investigated human rights abuses during 12 years of civil war 
in El Salvador, says a 21 April report from the US-based Episcopal News 
Service (ENS). 


The special commission, known as the Truth Commission, was set up as part of 
the peace accord signed by the Salvadoran government and the rebel forces last 
year. The commission’s report, released 15 March, was described by diplomats 
and human rights advocates as a historic step toward reconciliation in El 
Salvador. An estimated 75 000 people are reported to have died in the 
CONELICE. 


The investigation which preceded the commission’s report lasted eight months 
and included testimonies from over 20 000 Salvadorans. The report recommended 
drastic changes in the Salvadoran military as well as in the judicial system 
and a special investigation into right-wing death squads. Cases investigated 
by the commission included the murders of Roman Catholic Archbishop Oscar 
Romero in 1980, four US church women also in 1980, and six Jesuit priests and 
two women in 1989, and the 1981 massacre of hundreds of civilians in the 
Salvadoran town of El Mozote. 


According to ENS, the report named government officials and military leaders 
as being responsible for the atrocities and recommended that they be removed 
immediately from public office and barred from holding office for at least 10 
years. 


Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning of the (US) Episcopal [Anglican] Church, 
which also includes the Diocese of El Salvador, described the report as "a 
beacon". In a 17 March statement marking the 13th anniversary of Romero’s 
death, Browning asserted that the report proved that "truth can be more 
powerful than bullets and death squads". He expressed the hope that the 
commission’s report "will stand as a model to the world and let all brutal 
regimes know that we will never rest until the truth is told and the horrors 
exposed and the guilty brought to justice". 


The ENS report added that in El Salvador, President Alfredo Cristiani and 
other leaders of his political party have called for a general amnesty for 
persons responsible for past atrocities. Opposition leaders and human rights 
activists immediately criticized the president’s suggestion. Anglican Observer 
at the United Nations in New York, Sir Paul Reeves, described the amnesty 
proposal as the "greatest tragedy" and asserted that "no effort has been made 
to respond to the serious recommendations made by the [Truth] Commission to 
correct the systemic injustices that have characterized the political life of 
El Salvador for so long ...". [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.39 
WCC executive committee urges more attention to African crisis 


At its meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, in September 1991, the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches heard of the critical challenges 
facing the people and nations of Africa which affect their dignity, stability 
and even survival. 


During its meeting in Bossey, near Geneva, 18-22 March (EPS 93.04.01), the 
Executive Committee of the WCC adopted a "Minute on Africa" in which it says 
that the conditions in Africa are worsening because of civil conflict, violent 
repression and other injustices. 


The Committee noted that it has become imperative for many African countries 
to effect changes towards lasting peace and enable people to participate in 
making the decisions that affect their lives, and to respect integrity of the 
human person and community. The Minute goes on to say that the churches as a 
social and moral force can help to bring this about. 


"The WCC should éncourage, accompany and support the churches and the 
ecumenical movement in Africa more vigorously, at all levels, to this end", 
the Executive Committee said. 


The Committee also made the following proposals for the general secretary to 
examine and implement "as soon as possible": 


(a) the establishment of a human rights desk for Africa. The mandate of the 
desk, the Committee said, would include the gathering and circulation of 
information and documentation on human rights situations; the promotion of 
education for civil society; advocacy on behalf of people affected by human 
rights violations; and practical support for church-related initiatives and 
programmes in human rights. 


(b) Work with and strengthen a network to share actions and strategies among 
African and international ecumenical constituencies in the search for a just 
and sustainable society. The various dimensions of this work would be held 
together, that is advocacy for justice and human rights, conflict-resolution, 
and support for participation in political processes, in order to bring 
pressure, make representation and intervene in various fora and at distinct 
levels, such as the United Nations, regional intergovernmental bodies and 
governments, and in partnership with churches and solidarity groups. 


(c) Monitor and contribute to processes of conflict-resolution as an 
international ecumenical response in situations of grave tension or open 
eenfiice. 


(d) Take specific action to promote viable, sustainable solutions to economic 
and social crises, with clear emphasis on political literacy. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.40 
Germany: church leaders call for end to ex-Yugoslav conflict 


Leaders of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Germany (SOCG) and the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD) have deplored "the immeasurable sufferings of women, 
men, the aged and children who are the victims of brutal violence, 
uncontrolled arbitrary acts..." in the former Yugoslavia. 


Bishops Constantine of the SOCG and Held of the EKD said this in a statement 
they issued (12 March) after the SOCG leader’s visit to the EKD headquarters 
in Hannover. 


The two leaders said they commit themselves "to oppose all nationalist trends 
that are detrimental to justice and peace, and in Germany in particular, the 
resurgence of right-wing racism, and in the former Yugoslavia ... the ethnic- 
nationalistic power struggles". 


They also urged political leaders in the two countries "to do all they can to 
put an end to the war as soon as possible and to remove all obstacles that may 
prevent material aid from reaching its destinations..." 


They insisted that an international court of justice investigate the war 
crimes and "make those who committed them accountable for the same". [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.41 
Romania: Reformed Church in Oradea takes eviction case to court 


A dispute over ownership of the headquarters of the Reformed Church in Romania 
was referred to the Romanian Supreme Court for adjudication (EPS 93.04.09). 


Constructed in 1920, the building was occupied by the Communist Party in 1952. 
Ten years later, Bishop Alexandru Buthi, under duress and without seeking the 
required authorization from the church council, donated it to the Party. In 
1990, after the downfall of the Ceausescu regime, the church re-occupied the 
building, anticipating that properties taken from it during Communist rule 
would be restored. But a claim to the building by the Oradea city council, 
which appeals to the bishop’s 1962 action, has been sustained by lower courts. 


In a 30 March letter to the president of Romania’s Supreme Court, WCC General 
Secretary Konrad Raiser noted that "up to the present time no property 
whatsoever has been returned to any of the Hungarian minority churches" in 
Romania. 


He asked the chief justice to "bear in mind the profound need for genuine 
reconciliation between the churches and the Romanian state, and for the proper 
protection of the rights of minorities as laid down in the 1990 Charter of 
Paris". 


In a subsequent letter the bishop of Oradea, Laszlo Tékes, told Raiser that 
"it is a great blessing for us that the WCC has taken such an informed and 
firm stand behind us in our struggle. . . The support of our brothers and 
Sisters from all over the world and from every denomination gives us great 
hope". 


Tokes, whose refusal to accept transfer from his pastorate in Timisoara in 
1989 touched off the demonstrations which led to the fall of Ceausescu, has 
often criticized the WCC and other international ecumenical bodies for their 
response to the situation in Central and Eastern Europe under Communist rule. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.04.42 
Zimbabwe: churches need help for self-reliance, not alms 


Churches in Zimbabwe would like the assistance they receive from donor 
agencies overseas to help them to be self-reliant rather than make them 
"perpetual and professional beggars". This was said by W. Mukwakwami, 
president of the United Congregational Church of Zimbabwe, in a keynote 
address to the round table conference of the Zimbabwe Council of Churches 
(Harare, 18-24 April), according to a communiqué issued at the end of the 
meeting. 


Attended by 92 delegates and representatives from churches and church-related 
organizations in Zimbabwe, Christian councils in the region, the World Council 
of Churches, and donor agencies from the north, the meeting addressed issues 
related to development and self-reliance. 


The communiqué said participants noted "with concern" that "our people are 
still suffering from hunger and disease, war and economic hardships". 


"There is a need for more purposeful education and democratic and just systems 
of living both within churches and government", the communiqué said and added: 
"We pray for peace and harmony to be achieved in Angola, Mozambique and South 
Africa, and we realize that we need to work vigorously for human rights in 
this sub-region". 


The meeting heard reports on the challenges faced by donors in the north in 
the process of raising funds to support projects in the south. Some of the 
donors, the communiqué said, feel pressured by their governments and others 
for more reporting, greater accountability and more direct bilateral 
involvement. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.43 
Burundi: Christian literature tool of alienation, says meeting 


Journalists, publishers, distributors and church representatives from Burundi, 
Cameroon, Congo, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Madagascar, Kenya, Rwanda and Senegal at 
a 30 March-2 April meeting in Bujumbura, Burundi, agreed that Christian 
literature in francophone Africa is "an instrument of alienation in our 
societies" because it is dominated by non-African works and because of 
restrictions on free expression under single party regimes. 


Congolese journalist Raymond Bitemo reports that the meeting, jointly 
organized by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) and the Burundi 
Council of Churches, appointed a three-member committee to implement its 
recommendations on developing the publication and distribution of Christian 
literature in the region. 


The committee’s tasks will include pressing governments to define "a real 
policy on culture", pushing for the lifting of all forms of censorship, 
promoting the creation and decentralization of publishing, distribution and 
communication structures (and identifying already-existing structures that 
could help in this task), and persuading church leaders that Christian 
literature in Africa ought to raise awareness among Christians and non- 
Christians alike about the continent’s current economic, political, social and 
religious challenges. : 


The committee was asked to seek ways to provide training for people employed 
in publishing and promotion, encourage co-publication, and launch a data bank, 
publications catalogue and newsletter to facilitate the exchange of 
information. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.44 
Central African women demand more justice 


Central African women - who play a vital role in their family and national 
economies - continue to be the victims of injustice and cultural disadvantage, 
barred from knowledge of their rights, and marginalized in church and society. 


That was the assessment of women’s group leaders from Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, 
Equatorial Guinea, Central African Republic, Chad and Zaire who attended a 21- 
30 March workshop in Congo-Brazzaville marking the middle of the Ecumenical 
Decade of the Churches in Solidarity with Women. 


The workshop, organized by a sub-regional association for church cooperation, 
environment and development (ACEEDAC), focussed on the theme of women and 
justice. 


It adopted a programme of information, awareness-raising, and mobilization for 
economic and social justice at local, national and sub-regional levels. 


Congolese journalist Raymond Bitemo reports that the participants’ objectives 
included informing women on their rights so that they may better defend 
themselves, setting up within the churches in each country cooperative funds 
for women’s income-generating activities, and building mutual solidarity 
between women from different walks of life (urban-rural, working-unemployed, 
etc.,).. 


In its message to the churches the workshop laid particular stress on the need 
to defend widows and orphans. Governments were challenged to seek negotiated 
solutions to armed conflicts, devote the bulk of national resources to 
development, and strive for peace, justice and democracy in central Africa. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.04.45 
Argentina: indigenous claims to land supported by churches 


Representatives of 33 Wichi groups from northern Argentina close to the 
Bolivian and Paraguayan borders recently presented a claim to president Carlos 
Menem for 240 000 hectares of forest land that they say has been their home 
from pre-Colombian times onwards. 


The 5600-strong community lives from hunting, fishing and handicrafts and 
pools its resources. Most community members are Anglicans; accompanying its 
representatives were bishop Mauricio Sinclair of the church’s Northern Diocese 
and Juan Schmidt of the Latin American Council of Churches’ (CLAI) River Plate 
secretariat. 


The delegation asked that Wichi land be restored to the community as a whole 
rather than in the form of individual land titles. The community has formed 
an association of indigenous groups called "Taka Honet" to facilitate this 
process. 


They hope the restitution will herald the beginning of the application of an 
agreement to create an "Indigenous Populations’ Development Fund". The 
agreement was signed last July by Menem and other Latin American and Caribbean 
presidents in Madrid during the second Ibero-American Summit commemorating the 
500th anniversary of the Conquest. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.46 
Cyprus: Christian magazine editors discuss closer cooperation 


A consultation organized by the Middle East Council of Churches for editors 
of Christian magazines from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine and Syria 
and members of the communication committee and staff of the communication 
department of the MECC, was held in Limassol, Cyprus (29 March-1 April), 
according to a press release of 3 April from the MECC. Two representatives of 
the London-based World Association for Christian Communication also attended 
the meeting. 


Meeting under the theme, "Communication awareness and social transformation", 
the consultation provided the participants with an opportunity to study 
together the role of Christian communication in its contemporary context. The 
participants also discussed cooperation and information sharing. 


The participants heard presentations on various’ topics, including 
"Communication in a changing world", "The impact of communication on the life 
of the Church", and "The role of communication in spiritual renewal". Other 
presentations covered "Issues of justice and peace in Christian 
communication", "Ecumenical awareness in Christian magazines" and "Dialogue 
with religions". [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.47 
Tanzania: Catholic bishops fear Muslim-Christian tensions 


The UK-based Catholic weekly, The Tablet, reports in its 3 April issue that 
Tanzanian Roman Catholic bishops have reacted to a growing wave of Muslim 
antagonism towards Christians in Tanzania. 


The bishops’ conference issued a statement which listed "open and deliberate 
contempt, slanders and blasphemies against Christianity". The Tablet report 
also said the bishops cited "public speeches, cassette tapes and newspapers 
that constantly carry derogatory and insulting contents". 


The report added that the bishops point out that believers "of all religions, 
including Muslims, are fed up with these blasphemies and insults" but the 
government condones them by its inactivity. The bishops fear that there might 
be unrest as a result of the provocations. "Such a situation will be 
catastrophic and shameful to our nation that has for a long time been 
recognised as an island of peace", they said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.48 
US: former "prisoner of conscience" to head civil rights body 


Benjamin F. Chavis Jr, a black minister who was once identified by Amnesty 
International as a "prisoner of conscience" and has since become a prominent 
figure in US church life, has been named director of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP), a leading civil rights 
organization with headquarters in Baltimore, Maryland, writes Tracy Early. 


A minister of the United Church of Christ (UCC), he currently serves as 
director of his denomination’s Commission: for Racial Justice and as a vice 
president of the US National Council of Churches (NCC). He also recently 
served on President Bill Clinton’s transition team that made plans for the new 
administration in the weeks prior to the inauguration. 


Chavis was elected.9 April at an NAACP board meeting in Atlanta, Georgia; to 
succeed Benjamin L. Hooks, a Baptist minister who was retiring after 15 years 
heading the organization. 


The search for someone to replace Hooks was prolonged and beset with 
considerable controversy. In the end, Chavis defeated two opponents - a 
leader of a black women’s group and an NAACP regional official. But the most 
prominent candidate, the Baptist minister and former presidential contender 
Jesse Jackson, withdrew two days before the vote, apparently sensing that too 
many board members considered his personality and independent style unsuitable 
for the executive director’s post. 


Born in Oxford, North Carolina, 22 January 1948, Chavis studied chemistry in 
college ,<but«then began working for the church as part of the field staff for 
the UCC Commission for Racial Justice. 


In 1971, the commission sent him to Wilmington, North Carolina, where black 
students were protesting their treatment in’ the recently-integrated high 
schools. During disturbances that eventually led the governor to send in the 
National Guard to restore order, a white-owned grocery was burned. Chavis 
and eight students were charged with conspiring to commit arson and assault 
the firemen and police who came to the scene. 


These defendants, together with a white woman indicted on lesser charges, 
became known throughout the world as the Wilmington 10. They were convicted 
and imprisoned after higher courts rejected their appeals. But when a key 
witness against them recanted, a new round of appeals finally got their 
convictions overturned by the US Court of Appeals in Richmond, Virginia, in 
December 1980. 


By then, Chavis had been paroled after serving nearly four years, and the 
other defendants after shorter periods. But the UCC, which paid defence 
lawyers and built public support, pursued the case to secure legal 
vindication. While in prison, Chavis studied for a Master of Divinity degree 
at Duke Divinity School in Durham, North Carolina, and later added a Doctor 
of Ministry degree from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 


In 1981, the UCC made Chavis deputy director of the Commission for Racial 
Justice, and in 1985 he succeeded Charles E. Cobb as director. He has taken 
a leading role in many organizations working on racial issues, and in recent 
years has focused attention on what he calls "environmental racism", making 
black communities disproportionately victims of policies damaging to the 
environment. 


Largely at Chavis’s insistence, a 1989 proposal to combine the four divisions 
and seven commissions of the NCC into three units was modified to adda 
separate unit called Prophetic Justice. He has chaired its unit committee, 
and has led it in such actions as responding to the 1992 Los Angeles riots. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.04.49 
US: global gathering involves 4000 in mission journeys 
The United Methodist News Service reports that more than 4000: United 
Methodists from around the world began "Global Gathering ’93" in Indianapolis 
(25 March) with Afro-Caribbean music, prayers in five languages and a fiery 
sermon on the lesson of the loaves and fishes. The gathering ended on 28 
March with a parade of giant puppets and a call to "commitment in community". 
The event was sponsored by the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.04.50 
US: Christians urged to get to know their Muslim neighbours 
The Episcopal News Services reports (1 April) that in the wake of the bombing 
at the World Trade Centre in New York, Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary 
of the [US] National Council of Churches, has called on Christians to "get to 
know your Muslim neighbours" and to resist stereotyping any people, including 


Muslims. Campbell expressed her concern that following the arrest of the 
Muslim fundamentalists in connection with the bombing "Muslims will become 
characterized as terrorists". Noting that there are "extremists of many 


different faiths, including Christian", she said "we must be clear that the 
problem is the extremism not the faith group." [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.51 
Australia: Bishop confirms his stance against women priests 
According to The Sydney Morning Herald, the Anglican Archbishop-elect of the 
Sydney diocese, Harry Goodhew [EPS 93.04.33] has confirmed his stance against 
the ordination of women to the priesthood and has said he will not be pressing 
for change. However, at his first press conference, Goodhew said he would 
press very hard to advance the ministry of women in areas such as preaching, 
counselling and community work. On the issue of homosexuality, Goodhew said 
it’ was a .condition which, in moral terms, was no different from 
heterosexuality. He said the Bible was clear that "homosexual practices are 
contrary to the mind of God", and so that was his position on the issue. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.52 
Guatemala: world communication body protests human rights abuse 
The World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) has written (12 
April) to the president of Guatemala, Jorge Serrano Elias, protesting against 
the threats to the lives of 24 Guatemalan citizens working in non-government 
organizations in the fields of human rights, education, pastoral ministry and 
in support of indigenous communities, and appealed to the Guatemalan 
government to take immediate measures to ensure their freedom, security and 
integrity. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.53 
Ukraine: . former leader blames rival for Protestant growth 
According to the Paris-based Orthodox Press Service, the former leader of 
Ukraine’s Orthodox church, Metropolitan Filaret, has blamed his pro-Moscow 
rival (9 April) for what he calls a decline in morals and mass defections to 
Protestant sects. Filaret, who broke away from the Moscow Patriarchate of 
the Russian Orthodox Church nearly a year ago [EPS 92.07.14], said at a press 
conference that pro-Moscow clerics should work to heal the divide in the 
Orthodox church in Ukraine by recognising his church. The main Autonomous 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church attached to the Moscow Patriarchate and headed by 
Metropolitan Vladimir commands the allegiance of the vast majority of 
Ukraine’s estimated 35 million Orthodox faithful. Filaret’s appeal was his 
latest attempt to secure official recognition in months of conflict over 
property claimed by both sides. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.54 


US: ecumenical body appoints new director for refugee programme 
Elizabeth G. Ferris has been appointed director of the Church World Service 
Immigration and Refugee Programme of the [US] National Council of Churches, 
with effect next 15 July. Ferris, a political scientist with wide experience 
in international relations and refugee service, worked with the World Council 
of Churches from 1985 to 1991 as study and interpretation secretary for the 
refugee service, with responsibilities, among others, for writing and research 
on global refugee issues. Since 1991 she has been the research director at 
the Life and Peace Institute in Uppsala, Sweden. The CWS Immigration and 
Refugee Programmee has resettled more than 380 000 refugees since 1946. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.55 
LWF team visits South Africa, calls for "culture of consensus" 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) general secretary Gunnar Staalsett and Ishmael 
Noko, director of the LWF department of mission and development, made a 
pastoral visit to South Africa (25-31 March) at the invitation of the LWF 
member churches there. They held talks with heads of churches and leading 
political figures, including state president F. W. de Klerk, on the country’s 
widespread violence and ways in which the churches can help to establish 


democracy in South Africa. During the visit, Staalsett called for the 
creation of a "culture of consensus", saying the churches’ mandate and 
structures enable them to play a vital role. In his conversations with the 


political leaders, Staalsett called for more determination in overcoming the 
present wave of violence, and challenged Chief Buthelezi (Inkatha Freedom 
Party) and Nelson Mandela (African National Congress) to go beyond statements 
to actions of reconciliation. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.56 
India: Muslims seek to ban tv Bible 
According to a report appearing in The Tablet, a Sunday-morning series of 
"Stories from the Bible" which had been withdrawn from Indian television 
following complaints from Muslim fundamentalists that its treatment of Old 
Testament themes was "anti-Islamic", has just been returned. The producer 
still faces three lawsuits seeking to ban the series on the grounds that it 
"offends Muslim sentiment". A Muslim member of parliament, Syed Shahabuddin, 
has claimed that the objections stem not from anti-Christian feeling but from 
"reverence for the prophets", explaining that as "no-one knows exactly how the 
holy prophets appeared, it is an irreverent act to portray them in human 
form". [EPS] 


EPS 93.04. 37 
New body for evangelical Reformed denominations founded 
A group of Reformed Christians formed the International Reformed Fellowship 
(IRF) in February, according to a report from the US-based Reformed Ecumenical 
Council News Exchange. Seventy participants from 10 countries belong to the 
new body whose purpose is to unite evangelical Reformed denominations around 
the world. Eui Hwan Kim, president of the International Theological Seminary 
in Los Angeles, Sam Sung Lee of the Presbyterian Church of Korea and Luther 
Whitlock were elected co-chairpersons of the new body. The announcement said 
the IRF had been formed because both the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(WARC) and the Reformed Ecumenical Synod (now the Reformed Ecumenical Council) 
were "overly progressive in theology" and both approved "the ordination of 
women". [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.58 
South Africa: Archbishop Tutu deplores racist killings 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu has responded (23 March) to the recent series of 
apparently racially-motivated murders, including the massacre on 2 March of 
six schoolchildren, by appealing to South Africans not to "play up" the race 
of victims. He said: "I appeal to South Africans of all races to focus their 
outrage at the recent murders of children ... on the fact that the victims are 
human beings, not on their race". The archbishop added "Whether it is whites 
or blacks who are dying is not relevant - what counts is that people are 
dying. Playing up their race is merely exacerbating an evil and serving the 
ends of those who target innocent people because of the colour of their skin." 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.04.59 


US: United Methodists address Middle East, Africa concerns 

During its meeting (Indianapolis, Indiana/USA, 22-25 March), the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries addressed concerns about human rights 
violations in the Middle East and Africa, according to the United Methodist 
News Service. A letter to the US president calling his attention to the 
"rapidly deteriorating situation in Zaire" was approved by the directors, and 
a resolution on Israel called on both the Israeli and US governments to stop 
abuses of Palestinian human rights and to recognize Palestinian claims. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.60 
Ecuview: A Theological Response to Pluralism (Monica Melanchthon) 


This item has been adapted from the World Student Christian Federation Journal 
of July 1992. At the time of writing of this article, Melanchthon was a 
doctoral student of theology at the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. 


I come from a Christian family in India where Christianity, in spite of the 


multiple forms in which it is found, is a minority religion. All the major 
religions of the world have a home in India, but the religion of the majority 
is Hinduism. Apart from being multi-religious, India is also multi-lingual, 


communal with a strong hierarchical caste structure, multicultural and 
traditional and multi-racial as well. 


I have lived within the four walls of a theological seminary almost all my 
life, and it was and still is tempting to cocoon myself in the security and 
safety it offers from the realities of the outside world. 


I am proud at this time to say that it was my father, a professor in the 
Department of Religion, Culture and Society, who was instrumental in opening 
my eyes to reality in a totally new light, not by lecturing about it but 
through his own quiet, but effective lifestyle. 


Both as a teacher and as an ordained minister of the church, he has made me 
aware of the humanity building values of not only Christianity, but other 


religions as well. He has made me aware that a Christian needs to be a 
missionary, not only to the Christian community but also to others who are in 
need, irrespective. of their religious, cultural, economic and_ social 
background. 


That awareness was further heightened by the opportunities I had working with 


women in the autonomous and secular women’s movement in India. Our 
periodical gatherings, unique in themselves, unfolded the beauty of feminist 
spiritual sharing and ushered in new hope for women. Religious, caste, 


language, economic and other barriers crumbled to manifest a togetherness 
rarely seen in an androcentric community. 


This spirit is still evident in the work of the women’s movement in India, 
which has made the rest of the Indian community aware of the fact that women 
can no longer be taken for granted, that the women’s movement is a force that 
has to be reckoned with. 


This brief account of my background should make at least two points clear: 
that my interest in pluralism is not casual and, secondly, that for Indians, 
and also for many in Asia, the question of pluralism is of vital and not just 
of theoretical or peripheral importance. 


Plurality isa factvof 1Jife:ini our part, of thesworld, and: it, 26 only .ansche 
recent past that what we would today call a pluralistic consciousness has 
developed which we would like to nurture and maintain. 


Before attempting to specifically address the question of what our theological 
and missionary responses should be to pluralism, it may be significant to set 
the scene of plurality in today’s context. LuWidd: try. to identity. tne 
obstacle that hinders the recognition and acceptance of this plurality. I 
will then identify what I consider a valid theological and missionary response 
to pluralism. 


The world today is characterized by the coexistence of various religions, 
communities, ideologies, races, nations, women, men, young, old, rich, poor, 
educated, and illiterate. This reality is called plurality. This 
plurality, while it is necessary, is problematic when there is a hierarchy 
between the groups, creating a struggle for power, for domination and 
subjugation, and in doing so, causes pain 


There is a growing tendency among different groups to build ghettos and live 
in isolation from one another, or to follow the path of aggression to 
overpower others. The latter seems to be the course of the day with a 


dangerous revival of communal politics, religious fundamentalism and ethnic 
and racial identification. 


Efforts are being made by varous factions to dig into their cultural and 
religious heritage to reclaim what had been considered lost. [over] 


pluralism/2 


Ideas, symbols and traditions that had been swept away by colonizers as pagan 
and further diluted by modernization and secularization have been brought to 
the fore once again. 


While this is a positive side, being fanatical about it is dangerous for the 
survival of pluralism. 


Pluralism far from being the cause of strife, can be a creative force in 
evolving a dynamic culture and society. All people have the responsibility 
to work for communal harmony. At this point, I would like to say once again, 
that most. of the groups. involved “in such an activity, of “farlatical» group 
identity, are those who have been until now, and still are, oppressed. 


In their search for identity and meaning, they find consolation and strength 
in joining with other oppressed groups and give rise to a new cultural ethos. 
To give just one example, and I don’t know how many here will agree with me, 
women are now in the process of evolving a feminine culture, a way or manner 
of approaching life from a feminine point of view. This brings them into 
conflict with the dominant group, the men. 


This is just one example. Therefore, what should the Christian response to 
pluralism be? No discussion of the subject will help unless we take into 
account all that has been said so far. 


The commitment to human community is a Christian imperative. The issues of 
Christian missions are rooted in the issue of humanity and the building up of 
a genuine community. This is an essential aspect of Christian mission. The 
church, or any group, organization or community, can fulfil this mission of 
seeking human community only in dialogue and with the cooperation of other 


groups. But then, what is dialogue? Dialogue is not a matter of 
discussion, but of relationships. It has more to do with people than with 
ideas. Dialogue is a spirit, a mood, an attitude towards neighbours of other 


faiths, theologies, cultures, races and classes. 


In a pluralistic world, where the destinies of different groups of people are 
intertwined, and where people of various religious persuasions and ideological 
convictions face the same human problems in the life of the human community, 
we need to remove suspicion and to build up confidence and trust between 
people. Thus, in a community where people of different backgrounds live and 
work together, dialogue can become an expression of Christian neighbourliness 
and part of the Christian ministry in a pluralistic world. 


For authentic and genuine dialogue to take place, we first need to free 


ourselves from the evil called exclusivism or sectarianism. We all seem to 
be victims of this. Each of us is a firm adherent of the "we are superior" 
ideology. The mental situation that most of us are in today is such that we 


are not able to see that the basis of the "we are superior" feeling, the root 
of group fanaticism, is weak. 


We are not grown up enough to accept the fact that it was by accident that we 
are affiliated to any group. Most of us are Christians because our parents 
were Christians. We are black because we were born black. We have no 
choice. Religions must exist, diversity must exist, but religious fanaticism 
is not a necessity. Humans must be able to belong to sects without being 
sectarian. 


Only then can we sit at a table to discuss human liberation without animosity 
Or tanaticism. At such a table we would not refer to ourselves in 
exclusivist terms as we Christians, we men, we women, we Asians, or we 
Africans, but primarily as human beings. 


That we as human beings have a mission in this world is undoubted, and I hope 
that you agree with me. But the question before us today is not whether we 
should be in mission but what kind of mission. In recent years, the words 
from Matthew 28: 18-20, have been interpreted and practised in such a militant 
and aggressive fashion that mission has come to mean conquest for Christ. 
Mission is understood as an activity against other religions. 


Most Christians understand mission as working for the extension of 
Christianity and the extinction of other religions. Such an attitude which 
we and many of our neighbours follow, is a tragic denial of God’s love for all 
humanity. This makes dialogue impossible. Those who hold this view should 
not use the word dialogue at all ... . [over] 
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For many of us who were colonized, we think our task as Christians is 
continuing the mission at the point where colonial mission broke off. While 
not ignoring the need for historic continuity in the life and witness of the 
church, we need to recover the original sense of mission, taking into account 
biblical insights, the lessons from history, the dimensions of our national 
life and the theological significance of other religions. 


Sometimes the quiet but unmistakable presence of small communities, the image 
of salt, light, leaven, of the seed growing by itself in secret, points to the 
ways in which the Gospel of Christ works silently to transform individuals and 
society. 


Therefore, whatever the movement, whatever the moment in history, such as now, 
our mission demands that Christians abandon traditional ways of doing charity 
and actively participate in the struggle of the people against injustice and 
oppression. 


This is not to make the poor a little richer or the rich a little poorer, or 
the black a little whiter or the white a little blacker, but to encourage the 
presence of Christ among other people and work with them as they struggle with 
the forces of evil in order to bring in the power of the rule of God. 


What we need today, in the context of dialogue is not a mission, a missiology, 
but rather, a witnessology. The word "witness" has a very rich content in 
the New Testament. To witness is to testify to something precious, pointing 
towards someone extraordinary, and indicating Jesus Christ as the source of 
revelation and salvation. To witness is to make known to others and share 
with them a powerful experience of Christ. 


We are witness to the one who is always with us. Witness to the one who is 
present wherever people are gathered in his name, where human needs of the 
strangers are met and he who is recognized in the simple act of breaking 
bread. 


The mood of witness makes it possible for us to confess our faith in Christ 
without condemning the faith of our neighbours. It removes the threat from 
mission and offers an invitation. 


Christian witness does not make negative judgements about others. It makes 
positive affirmations of God’s revelation in Christ and salvation through him. 


In the experience of dialogue, therefore, Christians feel able, with 
integrity, to assure our partners in dialogue that we come not as 
manipulators, but as genuine fellow pilgrims. We come to speak with them of 
what we believe God to have done in Jesus Christ who has gone before us but 
whom we seek to meet anew in dialogue. 


Therefore, if we are to be true to ourselves, openness shall be the essential 
criterion, openness to another’s social, political and cultural experiences. 
We need to be critical of all theological conceptualizations which have little 
relationship to the experiences of the people and hence, to reality. 


Such an openness would mean plurality of theologies, faith formulations, 
worship forms and ecclesiastical structures. Life must form its own body. 
The water of life must cut its own channel. The identity of the church or 
any organization is not defined by its structures, but by its openness to the 
world and by manifesting its universality as it engages itself in mission. 


In India, most of our religious people wear orange robes, which leads me to 
quote: "The orange robes or the purple garments of a bishop does not make one 
a bishop or a sanyasi". It is the experience behind it that creates it. 
The church’s mission is to participate in God’s self-offering for the world, 
proclaiming God’s redemptive love in Christ, struggling for the rights of the 
people and searching for new forms of human community. 


The church will manifest itself as we participate in the life of God and of 
the people. The question is not whether there is salvation outside the 
institution of the church. The real question is whether the church is where 
salvation takes place. The church in mission is always a church on the way, 
and in participating in God’s mission in the world, it experiences what it 
means to be church. [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.61 
Ecutext: WCC issues statement on murder of Chris Hani 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Konrad Raiser issued a statement 
(14 April) on the murder in South Africa of Chris Hani. He also sent a message 
to Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, 
who was attending a memorial service for Mr Hani at the Central Methodist 
Church in Johannesburg. The texts of both statements, reproduced here in full, 
are as follows: 


"The assassination on 10 April of Chris Hani, general secretary of the South 
African Communist Party and member of the national executive of the African 
National Congress, was an act of hatred and cowardice, displaying a wanton 
disregard of the sacredness of human life which can only be condemned in the 
strongest possible terms. The World Council of Churches expresses sincere 
condolences to the bereaved family and, indeed, to all South Africans, whose 
often-disappointed hopes for peaceful transition to a legitimate, democratic, 
just and sovereign nation have once again come under serious threat. 


During the past three years, negotiations involving all parties in the search 
for a post-apartheid society have been difficult and much-interrupted. 
Thousands of acts of violence, each containing within it the invitation to 
violent retaliation, have jeopardized this fragile process even while laying 
bare the horror of the alternative. However, political assassination, such as 
that which took the life of Chris Hani, warrants special condemnation both for 
depriving the people of capable and committed leadership and for eroding their 
faith in lawful and democratic efforts to negotiate change. 


It is a bitter irony that Mr Hani’s last statements eloquently insisted that 
the peace process had to be strengthened by concrete measures to reverse the 
climate of violence which has led to rampant and often random killing in 
townships around the country. A newspaper article last week cited his proposal 
to set up "people’s peace corps" in townships, controlled not by political 
parties but "by organizations from civil society right across the political 
spectrum". The next day he himself was killed. 


For more than 30 years the World Council of Churches and the ecumenical 
community have called for an end to the unjust and racist system of apartheid, 
which has deprived the great majority of South Africans of basic human rights 
and dignity. We have been heartened by signs of real change in recent years. 
In view of the present threats to this process, we make the following appeal: 


1. We endorse the call of the South African Council of Churches and the 
Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South Africa for a thorough and independent 
investigation into Mr Hani’s murder, and we urge that those responsible for 
it be brought to trial. 


2. We call on all South Africans to conduct themselves with restraint and 
dignity during this period of mourning and thus to thwart the designs of all 
who wish to derail the process of negotiations, including those who have 
planned or justified the murder of Mr Hani. Though we share the pain and 
outrage felt by all South Africans who are committed to peace with justice, 
we urge them to refuse to respond with further violence, which can lead only 
to deeper and wider suffering. 


3. We appeal to the South African government and other parties in the 
constitutional negotiations to respond to the heightened tensions created by 
Mr Hani’s assassination by taking dramatic steps underscoring continued 
commitment to the process of peaceful change. In particular, we reiterate the 
call of the South African Council of Churches that immediate priority be given 
to setting a date for elections and to bringing the security forces under 
joint command. 


4. In a message earlier today to the general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches, who was attending a memorial service for Mr Hani, I have 
spoken of the renewed demands for wise and courageous leadership which the 
events of the past week have placed on the churches in that country. [over] 
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As a worldwide fellowship of Christians, we share the pain of our sisters and 
brothers in South Africa and await their advice on what assistance we may 
offer. We continue to be immeasurably enriched by their courageous witness to 
the gospel. 


5. Especially during these days Christians remember the passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Sustained by hope through the victory Christ has 
won over death, we call on all our member churches publicly to uphold the 
churches and people of South Africa in their intercessions in this critical 
hour". [EPS] i 


Text of message to Frank Chikane 


"The World Council of Churches joins with the thousands in your country and 
around the world who are today extending heartfelt condolences to the family 
of Chris Hani and to all South Africans, and who are expressing their alarm 
and outrage that violence and assassination continue to imperil the transition 
to post-apartheid society. 


Amidst our pain and anger we appeal once more for restraint and dignity on the 
part of all South Africans during this period of mourning. We assure you that 
our solidarity with those in the frontlines of the struggle for justice in 
your country is unwavering. We are especially mindful in this period of 
heightened tension of the renewed demands for wise and courageous leadership 
which are placed on the churches in South Africa. 


Sustained in this Easter season by the sure and certain promise of 
resurrection, we dare to expect a special measure of God’s grace and guidance 
for all South Africans who are determined that neither random violence nor 
deliberate assassination shall have the last word". [EPS] 


EPS 93.04.62 
Ecutext: ecumenical body expresses sadness at Hani’s murder 


The (US) National Council of Churches joined other ecumenical bodies world- 
wide (13 April) in condemning the 10 April murder in South Africa of Chris 
Hani, secretary general of the South African Communist Party and a member of 
the national executive committee of the African National Congress. 


The NCC also conveyed its condolences and "Sadness and dismay" care of the 
South African Council of Churches to share at the national prayer service for 
Hani which was held at the Central Methodist Church downtown Johannesburg (14 
April). 


Signed by NCC’s general secretary, Joan Brown Campbell, the statement said: 
"It was with profound sadness and dismay that the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA and its member churches received the news of the 
assassination of Mr Chris Hani on 10 April, 1993. We extend our deepest 
sympathy to the Hani family and pray that they will find comfort in the 
knowledge that the struggle for justice and dignity to which Mr Hani committed 
his life will not be stopped by this dastardly act of murder. 


"We also extend our sympathy to the people of South Africa for the loss of yet 
another one of its outstanding leaders. For violence has struck again in its 
losing campaign to destroy, intimidate and suppress those who work for a free 
and just South Africa. 


"It is our prayer that South Africa shall soon know peace and justice. 
Therefore, we urge all parties currently engaged in the. process of 
negotiations to work with all deliberate speed in setting forth a timetable 
for non-racial elections so that the people of South Africa can speak. 


"We believe that this would be a fitting memorial for Chris Hani, who has 
given the ultimate sacrifice in the struggle for a free South Africa". [EPS] 
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REEKKKRKRKEKRKREKRKEEEER 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


1993 15-20 September Executive Committee Sigtuna, Sweden 
1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


REKKKKRKKEKRKKEKKEREEE 


The World Council of Churches has the following vacancies at its Geneva 
headquarters in Switzerland. Full details of each position together with the 
conditions of service and application forms may be obtained from, and must be 
returned - by the closing date shown in brackets - to, The Personnel Office, 
World Council of Churches, 150 Route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland. 


- Magazine Editor for "One World" magazine in the Communications Department, 
General Secretariat (20.07.93). 


- Proposals and Reports Coordinator, Office of Income Coordination and 
Development, General Secretariat (20.07.93). 


- Director of the Secretariat of the Commission on Faith and Order, Programme 
Unit I - Unity and Renewal (30.09.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Faith and Order-Ecclesial Unity Stream, Programme 
Unit I - Unity and Renewal (30.09.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Health and Healing, Programme Unit II - Life, 
Education and Mission (20.07.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Urban Rural Mission, Programme Unit II - Life, 
Education and Mission (20.07.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Refugees, Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service 
(20.07.93) % 


- Executive Secretary for Europe, Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service 
(20 ..0i7". 93) 


REKKRKKKKRKKRKKEEKER 


In EPS 93.04.23, please note that the author of the story is Josephine 
Carlsson of the Southern African Church News and not John Evenson. 
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EPS 93.05.01 
Azerbaijani religious leaders appeal for end to conflict 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Konrad Raiser has said the 
ecumenical community’s thoughts and prayers are with all those who continue 
to suffer in the "tragic conflict" between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Raiser 
was writing (20 April) to Sheikh-ul-Islam Pashazadeh, chairman of the Supreme 
Religious Council of Caucasian Peoples in Azerbaijan, in response to an appeal 
to all "people of goodwill" for help "in these tragic days", from religious 
leaders in Azerbaijan. Raiser also sent letters to Vasken I, Catholicos of All 
Armenians, and to President Levon Ter-Petrossian of Armenia, informing him of 
the appeal from Azerbaijani religious leaders. 


The Azerbaijani religious leaders, representing Christian, Jewish and Islamic 
communities, issued the appeal (13 April) to the WCC and "to all heads of 
state, governments, peoples and world religious leaders" following recent 
gains by Armenian forces in the battle over Nagorno-Karabagh. The enclave 
is entirely within the borders of Azerbaijan, but 80 per cent of its estimated 
188 000 people are Armenian. 


Nagorno-Karabagh was separated from Armenia with a strip of territory and 
granted to Azerbaijan in 1921. In January 1989, the then-Soviet central 
authorities placed the territory under a Special Administrative Committee 
under the authority of the USSR Supreme Soviet, ending 68 years of Azerbaijani 
administration of the enclave. 


In November of the same year, under pressure from Azerbaijan, the Special 
Administration Committee was dismissed and Nagorno-Karabagh returned to 
Azerbaijani administration. Soon after, Armenians in and around Nagorno- 
Karabagh unilaterally declared their enclave independent. Since then, a state 
of war has existed between Armenians and Azeris in and around Nagorno- 
Karabagh. 


The appeal said that for the past five years Armenians have been waging a war 
designed to annex Azeri territory and that this "has reached its highest 
peak". It added: "Blasphemous encroachment is being done against the holy gift 
- life. They [Armenians] are pitilessly exterminating the innocent people 
including children, women and old men". However, they said, the world 
community has not condemned the Armenian actions, "which violated all the 
international norms and the borders of the neighbouring sovereign country". 


The letter went on to describe the consequences of what it called "barbaric 
actions" by Armenian forces, including "destruction of the results of many 
years of creative work" and "sowing seeds of hatred between nations". The 
appeal concluded by describing Armenia’s actions as a challenge to humanity’s 
conscience, humanism and faithfulness to the eternal values of justice and 
mercy, and by asking "all religious leaders to be our ambassadors in this 
issue and bring this appeal to their people’s and government’s notice with 
sincere understanding". 


In his letter to Vasken I, Raiser said he was profoundly concerned about the 
escalation of the conflict and requested the church leader’s "guidance on how, 
in the spirit of the Montreux meeting, we might together contribute positively 
to the peace-making process ...". 


In February (EPS 93.02.01) Vasken I and Sheikh-ul-Islam Pashazade made a joint 
appeal for the release of all hostages and urged the humane treatment of 
prisoners of war in the conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan. The appeal 
came at the conclusion of a three-day meeting in Montreux, Switzerland, 
convened by the WCC in cooperation with the Conference of European Churches 
(EPS 93.02.24). 


The joint appeal also called on the warring parties "to cease the bloodshed 
and solve all problems peacefully, with justice, through political means, in 
accordance with universally recognized international norms". The two religious 
leaders also expressed support for international efforts such as from the UN 
and other bodies in solving the impasse. They also proposed establishment of 
a United International Humanitarian Fund "to render assistance without 
distinction of nationality or faith to all those who suffer" as a result of 
the conflict. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.02 
Sweden: Life & Peace Institute celebrates 10th anniversary 


A call to develop an "ecumenical ethic of a just peace" came from General 
Secretary Konrad Raiser of the World Council of Churches near the end of a 
two-day seminar (22-23 April) on "strategies and stumbling blocks" in 
connection with issues of justice and peace. 


Raiser was one of five main speakers at the seminar, in Uppsala (Sweden). 
It was arranged by the Swedish Ecumenical Council and the ecumenical Life & 
Peace Institute to mark the 10th anniversary of the Christian World Conference 
on Life and Peace. That conference brought about 150 church representatives 
from around the world to Uppsala in April 1983 to discuss the threat of 
nuclear war in the context of the Cold War of the time. 


In his seminar presentation, Raiser suggested four aspects of an effort to 
develop a just-peace ethic, and to equip Christians and Christian communities 
to become active peacemakers and mediators: 


- consultations involving representatives of churches in conflict situations, 
to compare experiences and methods of responding. 


- early-warning systems to provide information about potential conflicts and 
thus enable preventive action. 


- development of a pool of persons skilled in mediation. 


- formulation of methods and a curriculum of systematic training for conflict 
mediation. 


Speaking of the "one household of life" on earth, Raiser said "justice and 
peace, coupled with a caring attitude towards nature, have become the central 
ethical issues in the search for international order. ... The very concern for 
justice and human dignity demands that ultimately the institution of war and 
of the use of military force as legitimate means for resolving conflict must 
be overcome if peace with justice is to prevail." 


Raiser’s seminar topic was "Justice and Peace: a new Ecumenical Order?" He 
said such biblical customs as the Sabbath and the Jubilee Year are being 
"rediscovered as valid pointers in the direction of a new ecumenical order 
today." He said they help to "focus the search for a culture of solidarity 
and a culture of active and creative non-violence which respect the integrity 
of God’s creation." 


Another presenter, Christopher Tremewan, consultant on migrant workers and 
refugees to the World Council of Churches and the Christian Conference of 
Asia, discussed whether the current world order is better described as post- 
or neo-colonial. 


Two other presenters - Russian Orthodox Archbishop Sergei of Solnechnogorsk, 
and Nimalka Fernando, Kuala Lumpur-based regional coordinator of the Asia- 
Pacific Forum on Women, Law, and Development - dealt with justice and peace 
issues in the context of East/West and South/North changes and struggles. 


Bernard Przewozny, director of the Franciscan Centre for Environmental Studies 
in Rome, reviewed several issues related to the environment and ecology. 
Among other things, he urged "global strategies that preserve traditional 
wisdom and practices". 


The seminar concluded with an ecumenical and international liturgy of life and 
peace in Uppsala cathedral. It was followed on the next two days by the 
annual meeting of the international board of the institute. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.03 
Latin America: plight of poor high on Catholic bishops’ agenda 


A report appearing in Latinamerica Press of 8 April says that Latin American 
Roman Catholic bishops have criticised the region’s economic direction and 
said they will take their message to political leaders to draw attention to 
the suffering of the region’s poor. 


At a meeting at the end of March, 70 members of the Council of Latin American 
Bishops (CELAM) denounced the embargoes against Cuba and Haiti and addressed 
the effects of the continent-wide neoliberal policies and also discussed other 
problems affecting the region. 


"In these blockades it is not the leaders who suffer, but the people", said 
Mario Moronta, auxiliary bishop of Caracas, referring to the economic 
embargoes. 


"Neoliberalism has permeated all the countries, resulting in a common reality. 
Although it has some positive aspects, the social costs are very high, 
including the breach between rich and poor, which instead of diminishing is 
getting wider", commented Archbishop Pedro Rubiano of Cali, Colombia. 


Bishop Luis Armando Bambarén of Chimbote, Peru, said: "In Peru privatization 
of public companies and the reduction of job opportunities has resulted in 
500 000 layoffs, and it is fair to say that only seven per cent of the 
population receives a just wage. Neoliberalism is only concerned with economic 
efficiency. It makes economic success more important than human beings, and 
the people pay for its mistakes". 


He linked the growth of religious sects in Latin America to the region’s 
neoliberal economic policies. 


"There is not only an interest in evangelizing behind the sects; important 
economic interests are looking for religious support. These sects become an 
instrument for ideological domination, to prepare the terrain for the 
application of economic models imported from the United States", he said. 


The Latinamerica Press report added that the bishops said the free trade 
agreements being signed between the United State and various Latin American 
countries should strengthen the relationship between the countries as equals, 
not create more unequal relationships. 


Roberto Luckert, Bishop of Cabimas, Venezuela, criticized the exorbitant 
interest rates in that country, saying: "Usury is a sin, but it appears that 
in Venezuela it is legal for banks to charge more than 75 per cent interest. 
This breaks all norms of justice, creating a violent situation at the base 
that could explode at any time". 


On the political problems besetting the continent, the bishops said: "Various 
democratically elected governments have only brought frustration to the 
citizens who elected them. This, in turn, makes many people distrustful and 
insecure. Governments change, the parties and the leaders in power change, but 
the situation remains the same, and in some cases becomes worse." 


Arturo Rivera y Damas, archbishop of San Salvador, El Salvador, in reference 
to the recently released Truth Commission report, that the government should 
have waited before giving amnesty to those mentioned in the report. 


"The Truth Commission’s great effort should have been allowed to serve for 
something, to try to heal the wounds [EPS 93.04.38]. After 12 years of 
conflict, the wounds are very deep. If a little time had been allowed to pass, 
the report could have been studied, the people could have understood it and 
at least there would have been a moral sanction, and later the amnesty could 
have been given." 


Rivera y Damas added that in the case of the murders of Archbishop Oscar 
Romero in 1980 and the six Jesuit priests in 1989 , although "we have as 


Christians forgiven those who are guilty", the state should process the cases 
TMeCourtr. 


The Latinamerica Press report said the bishops’ concern for the people at the 
grassroots and their analysis that the region’s economic policies are 
increasing the suffering of the people led them to resolve "to carry the 
Gospel message to politicians, legislators and other government 
representatives". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.04 
African faiths live on in the Caribbean region, Brazil 


[This item has been adapted from the Peru-based Latinamerica Press] 


Despite the forced imposition of Catholicism during the region’s colonial 
period, African syncretic religions thrive throughout Latin America, cutting 
across language, cultural and racial lines. 


Strongest on the Caribbean Islands, their continental neighbours, and in 
Brazil, African-based religions, including Santeria, Voudou and Candomblé, 
have moved beyond the religious sphere and have influenced the region’s 
popular culture, especially music and dance. 


Sacred drum rhythms and dances have been adapted and integrated into the Latin 
American popular repertoire, informing and inspiring salsa, merengue and 
samba. This influence was apparent at the second Latin American Music 
Festival held recently in Caracas, where many of the featured musicians 
claimed affiliation with an African-based religion. 


Dominican salsa flutist Johnny Pacheco and Brazilian percussionist Perolito 
both prominently wore beaded necklaces as a form of protection and invocation 
to their guardian spirits. Cuban musician Adalberto Alvarez, a Santeria 
babalao or priest, said "The gods gave me my artistic career. After I 
recorded the record, ‘What You Want, I’ll Give’, where I dedicated several 
songs to the orishas (gods), international recognition definitively followed." 


"I first went to Changoé (a Santeria saint) for health reasons, and from there 
I went deeper into this beautiful religion that is a gift from the Africans 
who were brought to Cuba", Alvarez said. 


Cuban scholar Rogelio Martinez explained that Santeria is a synthesis of 
elements of Catholicism and ancient Yoruban rites, brought over from Western 


Africa. The synthesis occurred because black slaves were prohibited from 
praying to their ancient deities, speaking their native languages or 
practising their religions. They just gave their saints and deities Catholic 


names, Martinez said. 


According to the oral history, it was easy to identify Yoruban orishas with 
Catholic saints because of the frequent similarities in the specific powers, 
feats and even colours associated with the various deities and saints. For 
example, the Catholic Saint Barbara, who protects the faithful from storms and 
is depicted with a red cape, became associated with Changd, Yoruban deity of 
fire and lightning, whose colour is also red. 


Thunder and lightning played a key role in the legends surrounding both 
figures, and even the difference in sex is explained by a Yoruban legend 
wherein Chango escapes from his enemies disguised as a woman, Martinez said. 
"There are over 200 orishas who act as intermediaries between humans and 
Olofi, the supreme god, and each represents distinct elements of nature: 
metals, numbers and colours", Martinez said. 


Obatala is the creator of earth and humankind and his colour is white, while 
Yemaya is the goddess of the sea and her colour is dark blue. The orisha's 
desires and wishes are interpreted by the babalao, who councils the believer 
on actions and decisions. 


Alvarez said the babalaos have two basic obligations: to work with a pure 
heart, not worrying about monetary gain, and continually to seek further 
knowledge. 


Wearing a thick necklace of green beads woven with elephant hairs and adorned 
with shells, Perolito said Brazilian Candomblé has the same orishas as 
Santeria, with certain variations. Some of the names and associated colours 
may be different, but "the base is the same". 


Despite the cultural richness of these syncretic religions, their practice is 
often considered taboo in the region, and because of early persecution, a 
large part of Afro-American heritage was lost. No one gathered the histories 
and knowledge of the old babalaos, Alvarez said. 


"The Yoruban religion, via Santeria, has a wonderful future, because we Latin 
Americans have been discovering and understanding our roots, and these roots 
will lead us inevitably back to this religion", he said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.05 
US: church body restructures due to budget deficits (Tracy Early’) 


The US National Council of Churches (NCC), faced with growing budget deficits, 
has launched a process intended to save its programme ministries by 
dismantling much of its administrative structure. 


Already, decisions have been made to dissolve the Unity and Relations unit, 
which includes Faith and Order, interfaith relations and the office related 
to local and regional ecumenical bodies. Under proposed changes, the NCC 
would eliminate all unit directors and unit committees by November 1995, the 
last board meeting of the current quadrennium, and all staff would then report 
to the general secretary directly or through "clusters". 


General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell presented the proposal in meetings 12-13 
April at NCC headquarters in New York, beginning with a closed-door gathering 
of communion heads and continuing with open meetings including denominational 
ecumenical officers and key executives of denominational agencies. 


"T do not think we can continue as we are", she told them. Calling the NCC 
"fragile", she asked its leaders to consider a "new paradigm" and undertake 
"the radical things we must do if we are not to get old and die". 


In a subsequent interview (16 April), she said participants in the meetings 
gave her a green light to proceed, and that guidelines for an "evolutionary" 
process would be presented to the NCC executive coordinating committee 17-19 
May. A new constitution would be written at the end of the process, and the 
NCC "for a couple of years will not live by the book". 


Adjusting to diminished resources and other problems, the NCC has gone through 
several "restructurings" in previous years. Most recently (1989-90)., United 
Methodist Bishop Melvin G. Talbert of San Francisco headed a committee that 
led the NCC in reducing the former four divisions and seven commissions to 
four units. But at the recent meetings, he said even the reduced structure 
"may not be viable". 


The United Methodist Church, the main financial supporter of the NCC, decided 
at its last general conference (1992) that it would have to reduce its budget 


for ecumenical work. The Presbyterian Church, the second highest contributor 
to the NCC, is now in the midst of a financial crisis expected to bring 
dismissal of 20-25 per cent of its staff. Other NCC members face similar 
situations. 


Joan Campbell said the NCC’s Prophetic Justice unit, which includes. such 
programmes as racial justice and the new Los Angeles-inspired focus on urban 
needs, now has "a very serious problem" because of an anticipated 1993 deficit 
of $137.000. Staff of the unit are considering a voluntary pay cut, she 
said. 


There were reports that the staff position for racial justice, currently held 
by United Methodist minister Joseph E. Agne, might be eliminated. But the 
general secretary said the position was secure at least for the current year. 


She said she was not using the term "restructure" for her present: proposal for 
NCC change but "transformation", because it was "more of a vision than a plan" 
and involved changing "the nature of the organization". 


The day of the interview she was beginning a practice of holding monthly 
meetings of the entire NCC staff, with the aim of getting them to think of 
themselves more as staff of the NCC rather than of units. They have already 
agreed to give a tithe of their time to serving the whole council, she 
reported. [EPS] 


(Tracy Early is a New York-based freelance writer) 


EPS 93.05.06 
Puerto Rico: evangelical theologians meet, discuss cooperation 
Evangelical theologians from the Caribbean region, meeting in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico (15-19 March), expressed eagerness for cooperation ‘in theological 
education and finalized the creation of a regional theological commission for 
the Caribbean, says a report from the World Evangelical Fellowship News 
Exchange. The meeting, under the auspices of the Caribbean Evangelical 
Theological Association, was hosted by the Colegio Biblico Pentecostal de 
Puerto Rico. [EPS] 


i EPS 93.05.07 
South Africa: Hani memorial day turns to violence 


The assassination on Easter Saturday of anti-apartheid leader Chris Hani 
brought the voice of the churches of South Africa again onto the main stage 
of this troubled nation. Within hours of his death political leaders called 
on the churches to lead prayers for peace and for the Hani family. It was 
clear to all that the murder of Hani, former head of the ANC’s armed struggle 
and leader of the South African Communist Party (SACP), might be the spark 
that would set off a fierce inter-racial war, writes John Evenson of the 
London-based Southern African Church News (SACN). 


The churches in every city, homeland, township and squatter camp did what they 
could to ensure a day of peaceful memorial services for the slain leader. 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, South African Council of Churches leader Frank 
Chikane, Methodist Presiding Bishop Stanley Mogoba and others appeared on 
television and radio to urge calm and discipline. Religious leaders of the 
Muslim community and officials of both political groups associated with Hani, 
the ANC and the SACP, did the same. 


They all spoke of Hani’s strong commitment in recent months to a peaceful 
transition to democracy. Even State President De Klerk said that Hani had 
done much to bring a climate of non-violent deliberation to the negotiations 
for a new South Africa. 


As the day of memorials began, church services took place all across the 
country. In Cape Town, Archbishop Desmond Tutu joined Allan Boesak, former 
Dutch Reformed minister who is head of the ANC in the Western Cape, and Joe 
Slovo, previous head of the SACP, in a memorial service in St George’s 
Cathedral. But in the midst of the service, it became clear that among the 
thousands of people outside the cathedral were groups bent on making the day 
one of violence rather than a dignified memorial to Hani. 


More than twenty clergy left the service to try and restore order on the Grand 
Parade, a large open area not far from the cathedral in front of the Cape Town 
City Hall. There they were confronted with youths burning vehicles, and 
youths throwing stones and bricks through store windows. The public address 
system failed to work, and in the vast milling crowd one heard some youths 
muttering the slogans of the Pan Africanist Congress, "one settler, one 
bullet". A group of three of these, one fingering a long knife in his back 
pocket, moved past this reporter, saying "viva APLA", APLA being the PAC’s 
armed group that has recently killed a number of whites in the Eastern Cape 


and Border areas. In other areas of the parade, groups tried to loot the 
surrounding shops. ANC and SACP marshals, and clergy, including newly 
ordained Anglican priest, Wilma Jacobsen, stood hand in hand to contain the 
violent protesters. But in the end they themselves had to flee the scene, 


leaving it to the tear gas and birdshot of the South African police. 
Archbishop Tutu, who came to the parade after the memorial service, was led 
away by aides, visibly shaken by the violence. 


Similar incidents occurred in Johannesburg, Durban, East London, 
Pietermaritzburg, ... where the peaceful desire of vast numbers of ANC and 
SACP supporters who wanted to honour Hani with dignity were destroyed by bands 
of youths, looting, stabbing, and burning vehicles. In some places it was 
argued the police provoked the crowds, shooting at persons who were already 
dispersing. In others, the roving bands of looters were not provoked by the 
authorities, but using the Hani murder as an excuse, attacked stores, vehicles 
and people indiscriminately. 


Now church and political leaders are meeting to try and understand what went 
wrong. Archbishop Tutu and Frank Chikane have joined others in saying that 
the white minority rulers must give way now to an interim government with 
joint control of the security forces and a date set soon for non-racial 
elections. Whether that will be enough to stop the violence of the youth or 
spark new violence from white right wing forces or the followers of 
dictatorial black homeland leaders, no one knows. 


One churchgoer said to this reporter that the churches have little standing 
among disaffected youth because they have not had the resources to reach the 
young, either with the gospel or with social work programmes. That may be 
so, but behind the entire problem of youth in this country is the legacy of 
apartheid and its culture of violence. Black youth still suffer from the 
disintegration of their families under the migrant worker system, poor 
education possibilities, lack of decent housing and little opportunities for 
employment. [over] 
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The ANC itself has trouble keeping its disaffected youth and in some cases 
Hani’s former guerrillas in line. The moderate stance towards negotiations 
taken by Nelson Mandela and Chris Hani himself have not been received with 
support among those who three years after Mandela’s release have yet to see 
any change in their degrading life situations. And one cannot totally ignore 
the protests of PAC leaders who say that it was not their followers who were 
shouting the "one settler-one bullet" slogans, but "agent provocateurs" from 
the government. 


Near the parade, a middle-aged township woman in a large black mourning dress 


with an ANC scarf was clearly distraught. She had come to honour Hani, and 
as the shots rang out and the window glass was broken, it was clear the honour 
was all gone. In her tears were the tears of most of South .Africa’s 


oppressed, who want only a chance to live in peace and justice with their 
neighbours, whatever their colour. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.08 
Italy: European Christian women meet to discuss environment 


Forty-three women from 19 countries gathered at the Evangelical Baptist Centre 
of Santa Severa in Rome, Italy, for a meeting organized by the Commission’ on 
Ecology and Bioethics of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women (14- 
20 April), according to a press release from the EFECW. 


The theme of the conference, Silent Spring - 30 years after, was drawn from 
Rachel Carson’s famous book of the same title. Carson’s apocalyptic vision of 
a Spring without the songs of birds and the colours of the flowers awakened 
consciousness of environmental questions and gave rise to the. ecological 
movement. Her prophetic message, the release continued, is still relevant in 
the face of the current world-wide ecological situation. 


Anne Primavesi, a theologian, was one of the four people who spoke on, the 
conference theme. Her presentation, titled "From Apocalypse to Genesis" 
related Carson’s life and work to Sophia, symbol of wisdom, as found in. the 
Scriptures. 


Another speaker, Elizabeth Green, a pastor from the Italian Baptist Churches 
and visiting professor of feminist theology, discussed an ecofeminist approach 
to theology. 


Grace Jantzen of King’s College in London spoke on the topic, "From Genesis 
to Genetics" and drew on her experiences as a member of the Canadian Royal 
Commission on New Reproductive Technologies. Adriana Cavina, a Baptist pastor 
and psychologist, spoke about a feminist psychoanalytic approach to an 
ecological concept of the self. 


Meeting in workshops, the women also resolved to follow up on _ the 
recommendations of the UN environment conference in Rio de Janeiro last year, 
and urged the churches to respond to the ecological concerns of women and men 
"in our time". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.09 
Albania: "instant church" emerges after decades of suppression 


The sudden birth and growth of at least 40 evangelical churches in Albania 
following 25 years of an absolute ban on religion by the former communist 
regime is being described as an "instant church" by enthused mission workers, 
Says a report in the World Evangelical Fellowship (WEF) News Exchange. 


Quoting from sources within the Albanian Encouragement Project, a coalition 
of 30 evangelical mission groups operating in the country, the WEF report 
said: "Weekly fellowship meetings are marked by great enthusiasm and hearty 
Singing of the limited number of worship songs in the Albanian language. 
Preaching is usually done through an interpreter, though several expatriate 
leaders who served in Kosovo, the ethnic Albanian region of Serbia, are able 
to preach in Albanian". 


According to the News Exchange report, an easy-to-read Bible in the Albanian 
language was scheduled for publication by the European Christian Mission at 
the end of this month. [EPS] 


EPS” 93.05.20 
US: religious groups to discuss sexual, domestic violence 


The first ever interreligious, bi-national conference on sexual and domestic 
violence will be held in Chicago/USA (2-5 May) for advocates, workers, and 
leaders in the field to explore aspects ranging from clergy sexual misconduct 
to the involvement of men in the struggle to end violence against women, says 
a press release from the (US) National Council of Churches. 


Titled "Called to make Justice: Religious Communities Working Against Sexual 
and Domestic Violence", the meeting is to be hosted by the Centre for the 
Prevention of Sexual and Domestic Violence and will be co-sponsored by B’nai 
B’rith Women and the Commission on Family Ministries and Human Sexuality of 
the NCC. The meeting is expected to bring together people from Canada and the 
United States to exchange information, establish networks, and discern 
directions for the future, the press release said. 


A wide range of subjects will be addressed by different speakers, including 
Rabbi Julie Spitzer, regional director of the Mid-Atlantic Council, Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, and Rita Nakashima Brock, feminist theologian 
and professor at Hamline University, who will speak on how racism and sexism 
affect Asian American women’s experience of family abuse and violence. 


Over 40 workshops and panels dealing with healing and survivor issues, child 
abuse, men in solidarity with women, and Biblical, theological, and spiritual 
issues will be included in the programme, the NCC press release said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.11 
US Presbyterian women on "journey of hope" to eastern Europe 


Thirty-two women from across the US and Puerto Rico chosen by the women of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) made a brief stop-over at the Ecumenical Centre, the 
Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches (17-20 April), on their 
way to meet women and men in the churches of central and eastern Europe in a 
global exchange programme called Journey of Hope. 


Led by Sara Cordery, moderator of Presbyterian Women, the group will visit 
Germany, Romania, Hungary and the former Czechoslovakia. In 1994, a reciprocal 
visit to the United States will be undertaken by women from the countries 
visited to participate in the Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women in 
the United States. 


While at the Ecumenical Centre, the Presbyterian visitors were briefed by 
staff members of several of the organizations headquartered there, including 
the WCC, Conference of European Churches and World Alliance of Peformed 
Churches. 


In the past, global exchanges have taken place between women from the US, 
Australia, China and South Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.12 
Head of Lutheran world body calls for end to racism, antisemitism 


The Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation (LWF) marked the 50th anniversary 
of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising by appealing to its member churches throughout 
the world to combat "the disease of antisemitism". 


A letter (16 April) sent by LWF General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett to the 
president of the World Jewish Congress (WJC), Edgar Bronfman, paid tribute to 
those who died in the uprising. Staalsett also referred to the "longstanding 
relationship" between the LWF and the WJC and looked forward to "renewed 
efforts in the common cause of humanity, democracy and decency". 


Staalsett said: "... As the disease of antisemitism is spreading again and 
reappearing in open and subtle forms in old and new democracies, I am 
appealing to the 114 member churches of the Lutheran World Federation to 
become more vigilant in uprooting all forms of antisemitism, racism and hatred 
of foreigners in their midst. Christian churches are under a holy obligation 
to form a bulwark against all forms of racial, religious and ethnic hate so 
rampant in the world today. 


"The Lutheran World Federation treasures its longstanding relationship with 
the World Jewish Congress and looks forward to renewed efforts in the common 
cause of humanity, democracy and decency". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.13 
Raiser of WCC meets Irvine of World Vision 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Konrad Raiser met with Graeme 
Irvine, president of World Vision International, in Geneva on 16 April. 


In outlining the major current activities of their organizations, Raiser and 
Irvine, joined by senior staff from both World Vision and the WCC, agreed that 
the substantial areas of shared concern between them require ongoing 
conversation and exchange of information at the international level and in 
individual national situations. 


Raiser specifically spoke of the WCC’s concern, underlined by its Executive 
Committee in March 1993, for equipping African churches as effective agents 
of change in the face of conflict, repression, injustice and human suffering 
(EPS 93.04.01, 04.39). 


In connection with growing refugee problems in Africa, Irvine described the 
active international advocacy World Vision is undertaking on the threat which 
millions of unexploded land-mines pose to returning refugees in Angola and 
Mozambique, among other countries. Appreciation for this initiative of World 
Vision as well as its longstanding engagement in Somalia was expressed by 
Melaku Kifle, coordinator for refugees and migration in the WCC’s Programme 
Unit on Sharing and Service. 


World Vision describes itself as an "international partnership of Christians 
whose mission is to follow our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in working with 
the poor and oppressed to promote human transformation, seek justice and bear 
witness to the good news of the kingdom of God". Its international 
headquarters is in Monrovia, California (USA), and it has related national 
organizations in more than 60 countries. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.14 
Lutheran body condemns murder of South African leader 


The Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation (LWF) expressed anger and grief at 
the 10 April murder of Chris Hani, general secretary of the South African 
Communist Party. 


In letters to South African president F.W. de Klerk and African National 
Congress president Nelson Mandela, LWF general secretary Gunnar Staalsett 
described Hani as a leader committed to peaceful negotiation and transition 
to a democratic South Africa. 


In addressing de Klerk, Staalsett urged the president to accelerate the 
process towards "a truly democratic society", and added that "any vestiges of 
a ‘third force’ must be exposed and rendered powerless". 


A WCC statement (issued 14 April) described Hani’s assassination as "an act 
of hatred and cowardice, displaying a wanton disregard of the sacredness of 
human life which can only be condemned in the strongest possible terms" (EPS 
93.04.61). [EPS] 


EBPS.93, 05215 


Chinese church leader’s visit to Korea described as "historic" 
The 10-17 April visit of Bishop K.H. Ting of the China Christian Council 
(ccc), to the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK), has been described 
as "historic" and "a good beginning for the northeast Asian churches in their 
efforts to contribute to peace in the region". This is contained in a letter 
to Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches from Kwon 
Ho Kyung, general secretary of the NCCK dated 13 April. The visit was a 
follow-up to a 1991 visit to China by an NCCK delegation and a reciprocal trip 
to Korea by the CCC in 1992. The letter added that Bishop Ting met several 
church leaders in Korea "and shared with them his experiences and knowledge 
of the Chinese churches’ history, vision and perspectives". He also joined in 
the inaugural celebration of the first primate of the Anglican Church of 
Korea, the letter said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.16 
Former Yugoslavia: WCC comments on present situation 
Commenting on the dilemmas raised by the battle for Srebrenica, in eastern 
Bosnia, a spokesperson for the World Council of Churches repeated the WCC’s 
consistent expression of profound concern about the conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia, its condemnation of violence, bloodshed and destruction wherever 
it is perpetrated and its appeal to the warring parties to lay down their arms 
and seek solutions through peaceful negotiation. "We share the deep concern 
of many over the situation in Srebrenica, where thousands of civilians are 
suffering from the devastating effects of bombing and shelling, with deep 
fears for their future as they are driven from their homes", the spokesperson 
said. "Wwe reiterate that we do not believe military action from the 
international community to be appropriate in bringing the violence to an end. 
We believe that a further flow of arms into the area would only serve to 
heighten and prolong the conflict. In accordance with the resolutions of the 
United Nations Security Council, the warring parties must allow access to all 
sections of the population, and the United Nations forces (UNPROFOR) in the 
region must be given every assistance in their task of protecting civilians 
and in bringing relief." [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.17 
Serbian Orthodox visit Rome for first time in centuries 
An official delegation from the Serbian Orthodox Church has met the pope (2 
April) for the first time in seven centuries, reports the Roman Catholic 
weekly, The Tablet. The members of the delegation were two bishops of the 
Orthodox Church of Serbia, Metropolitan Amfilohije of Crna Gora and Primorje, 
and Bishop Irinej of Backa. The bishops also met officials of the Council 
for the Promotion of Christian Unity. One of the purposes of their visit was 
to discuss the possibility of a first-ever meeting between the Orthodox 
Patriarch of Serbia (Patriarch Pavle) and the pope. The Orthodox leaders 
reportedly told the pope that they considered the recognition Ola coe 
independence of Croatia, Slovenia and Bosnia as "a first cause" of the war in 
former Yugoslavia, and were particularly Critical of .the Holy, see/s 
recognition of Bosnia, which they claimed had "reawakened ancient hatreds". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.05.18 
First Methodist bishop for Russia elected 
Rudiger Minor from Germany has been elected the first bishop for the United 
Methodist Church (UMC) in Russia. The election took place in Bergen (14-18 
April) during the Central Conference of the UMC of Northern Europe. The UMC 
of Northern Europe, which is the body of the UMC in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, 
Finland, Estonia and Latvia, will be responsible for mission work in Russia 
for the next few years. Minor says he shares the concerns of Russian 
Orthodox Christians about the aggressive mission work of several western 
religious groups in Russia and says he wants to contribute to the process of 
reconciliation at present underway. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.19 
US: ecumenical body expresses sorrow at tragedy in Texas 
Following the tragic end to the 51-day siege near Waco, Texas, in which about 
80 members, including children, of a fanatic religious sect, "Branch 
Davidian", led by David Koresh, died, (JS) National Council. of Churches 
General Secretary Joan Campbell has expressed "deep sorrow at the loss of 
lives and heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of all those who 
died". According to a press release (19 April) from the NCC, Campbell said 
" >. we mourn the fact that a peaceful resolution was not realized" and that 
"we believe that patience should have been the first order of the day". She 
added, "we would welcome a thorough investigation into the entire incident and 
would hope one outcome will be lessons helpful toward the peaceful resolution 
in any future similar situation". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.20 
British Methodist missionary college to close 
Kingsmead College, the British Methodist Church Overseas Division’s missionary 
college in Birmingham, is to close in August. The church’s mission 
candidates and scholarship students will join with the United Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel (USPG) College of the Ascension. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.21 
Ecuview: African churches and democratic reforms (José Chipenda) 


This item first appeared in Focus Africa, a publication of the Canadian-based 
Inter-Church Coalition on Africa under the title, "African churches in the 
movement for democracy". Chipenda is the general secretary of the Kenya-based 
All Africa Conference of Churches. 


In Africa nearly all countries are abandoning the one-party dictatorial 
regimes and seeking to move toward more pluralist political structures. They 
are striving to define and identify themselves with the term democracy. We, 
in the All Africa Conference of Churches, have followed closely these recent 
developments. 


What is not yet clear is whether the new wind of change blowing all over the 
continent is divinely inspired or again humanly engineered, as it was with the 
1884 Partition of Africa and in 1945 when the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank were launched. 


The Church in Africa, being people-oriented, is participating in the ongoing 
democratic process at different levels. In some countries such as Angola, 
Kenya. and Mozambique, it produced material to educate people for democracy. 
In other countries such as Benin, Mozambique, South Africa, Togo, Zambia, 
Madagascar and Namibia, it facilitated the democratic process through 
mediation. 


In still other countries like Rwanda and Burundi, it facilitated the 
relationships between the two main ethnic groups, the Hutu and the Tutsi. 


Almost everywhere Church participation in African democracy is best realized 
when Roman Catholics and Protestant Churches work together. 


Democracy, as it is viewed in Africa today with its many definitions, has 
emerged with different shades, based on differing expectations. The accepted 
definition is "rule by the majority, but ensuring protection of minority 
pa Koi het tae 


Some think that democracy is a natural result of the collapse of socialism in 
Eastern Europe while others say that it is a tool for the creation of a New 
World Order. There are people who wrongly identify democracy with political 
multi-partyism or with free market economics. 


Oketch Owiti, a lecturer at the University of Nairobi, has said that "as 
Africans seek to explore new methods of democracy, there are questions that 
need to be clearly addressed, and if possible, answered. For example, "what 
exactly is democracy? Can democracy and social injustice, political 
inequality, power abuse, etc. exist? Can democracy exist where the ideas of 
right or wrong are confused?". We could also add: can democracy exist where 
people are dying of AIDS and where people cannot pay school fees for their 
children? 


The World Health Organization estimates that at least 9 million African 
children under the age of 10 years will lose one or both parents due to AIDS 
by the year 2000. 


Until these and other questions are answered, we will continue to play with 
words with unclear meanings. 


Let us examine for a moment the successive events that have led Africa to 
accept democracy. 


7m It was professor Adebayo Adedeji of the UN Economic Commission on Africa 
who recalled in Arusha in February 1990, that in Africa, "three decades after 
independence, our people continue to be excluded from critical and significant 
contribution to the ethics of the body politic. Basic rights, including 
individual freedom and democratic participation by the masses are increasingly 
absent from Africa." 


: In March 1990, Archbishop Desmond Tutu preached at the All Saints 
Cathedral in Nairobi, Kenya. Fully aware that militarism breeds violence and 
corruption, he told the audience that "freedom is cheaper than repression". 
Later on Giovanni de Michelis, Italian Foreign Minister, suggested that 
countries cutting their military budgets should be rewarded with increased 
access to aid and loans. Going further, he said that developed countries 
should commit a larger proportion of their GNP to development aid. [over] 
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ep In April 1990, Smith Hempstone, American Ambassador to Kenya, delivered 
a speech in which he warned that in future the United States would give 
preference in economic aid to those nations that nourish democratic 
institutions, defend human rights and practise multi-party politics. 


Ay In June 1990, the OAU launched the African Charter for Popular 
Participation in Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia, and soon afterwards the President of 
France, Frangois Mitterand, speaking in La Baule, France, 19-21 June, noted: 
"Without democracy there will be no development in Africa". 


=H In May 1991, the Africa Leadership Forum held in Kampala, Uganda, 
identified democracy, political pluralism, strict observance of human rights, 
good governance, public accountability, popular participation, sound economic 
management and genuine cooperation as decisive signposts for the future. 


Within the context of the current so-called "Second Liberation of Africa", the 
first outburst of democracy was manifested in Benin and now proceeds unabated 
across Africa. 


It is currently awakening in Malawi, after we have seen its effects in 
Algeria, Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Congo, Cdte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, The 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria, Niger, Rwanda, Seychelles, 
Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


The spiral of change was first witnessed in May 1990 when the AACC general 
secretary visited Togo, Gabon, Kenya, Cameroon, Ethiopia and Angola. In each 
of these countries something unusual happened. In that month President 
Eyadema of Togo expressed it in a televised speech; in Gabon, the main 
opposition leader was found dead in a hotel room in Libreville; in Ghana, 
multi-partyism created a sensation among the population. 


In Kenya, the government complained that the [Anglican] Church of the Province 
of Kenya was too active in politics; in Ethiopia the university was closed 
to silence the voice of students; in Luanda, Angola, there was a blackout 
which lasted for weeks. 


Popular participation in politics was greater between 10 September 1990 to 31 
October 1991 during which period 10 heads of state in Africa were either voted 
out, toppled, exiled or murdered. 


They were: Samuel Doe (Liberia) murdered on 10 September 1990; Hissene Habre 
(Chad) fled on 2 December 1990; Pinto da Costa (Sao Tome) voted out on 20 
January 1991; Siad Barre (Somalia) fled on 27 January 1991; Aristide Pereira 
(Cape Verde) voted out in February 1991; Matthieu Kerekou (Benin) voted out 
on 25 March 1991; Moussa Traore (Mali) toppled on 26 March 1991; Metsing 
Lekhanya (Lesotho) toppled on 30 April 1991; Mengistu Haile Mariam (Ethiopia) 
fled on 21 May 1991; Kenneth Kaunda (Zambia) voted out on 31 October 1991. 


During the same period, francophone countries held their national conference, 
presided over by the clergy, while heads of state, until then revered, were 
suddenly confronted with people’s power. Presidents Mobutu of Zaire, Eyadema 
of Togo, Denis Sassou Nguesso of Congo and Habyarimana of Rwanda, were 
publicly humiliated and their private lives exposed. 


The anglophone countries changed their constitutions and embarked on the long 
road toward elections. The lusophone countries, mainly Angola and Mozambique, 
Ethiopia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, dropped their adherence to Marxism and 
legalized opposition political parties. 


Today multi-party politics is legal in 41 of sub-Sahara Africa’s 47 nations. 
In 1992 alone, multi-party elections were held in at least 17 African nations. 
Only Sudan and Equatorial Guinea maintain their authoritarian regimes 
untouched. 


The role African churches played in the democratic process has been crucial. 

The church, Protestant and Roman Catholic alike, has produced trustworthy 
leaders for these critical moments. When the credibility of politicians 

waned, trust was transferred to heads of the church. This was seen first in 

Benin beginning February 1990 and now in Togo, since last year. In Cameroon, 

Tee and South Africa, churches have played important catalytic roles. 
over] 


africa/3 


Through public statements, denunciation of violation of human rights, pastoral 
letters, visits, representations to governments, publications of didactic 
literature and workshops on peace and reconciliation, churches have greatly 
contributed to the current change in Africa. 


Church documents usually start with an affirmation of their divine 
responsibility to stand for the truth; they continue by describing concrete, 
living situations and the need for repentance. 


The work of the AACC at this juncture has been that of facilitator. It began 
in 1988, continued in 1989, 1990, 1991 until now. Countries which have been 
assisted include Angola, Burundi, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Rwanda and Togo. 


The naive belief that a combination of democracy and multi-partyism will bring 
prosperity is false. As expressed by Saihou Sabally, vice president and 
minister for Defence in The Gambia, our continent has become the victim of 
political negligence from the outside world. Our own efforts have not been 
matched by an equal effort on the part of our partners. 


Countries which have gone democratic in these last three years are not faring 
well economically. In Zambia, Chiluba is having the same problems Kenneth 
Kaunda had. The country, hit by the drought is receiving food aid but the 
government for lack of funds has to sell it to needy consumers. 


With democracy we see the emergence of new sources of conflict. Whenever 
political leaders invite people of the same tribe to join them, there is a 
problem. 


The same problem arises when outsiders, trying to influence and control the 
future of a given country, support financially recognised political parties 
as points of entry. For this reason we say: while democracy is good in 
principle, we should not lose sight of the dangers multi-partyism can 
introduce into the African body politic. 


An inflated number of parties does not make a country democratic; instead, 
it is the freedom to accept without discrimination the best contributions 
coming from free citizens that make a country democratically progressive. 


In this regard, we see the role of the church as crucial in the coming years. 
The church should not conform to the values sanctioned by the present 
transitory society. It should instead participate in championing what is new 
and lasting. Time will prove that democracy linked with an expansion of the 
market economy will frustrate the emergence of sustainable African social 
structures, 


Church leaders participating in the democratic process in Africa should embark 
on the development of valid options for the future. The AACC, in 1990, 
published a small booklet entitled Right Time for Change. The predicted 
change has come, but change for what? People should not be hanging in mid- 
air. It is in view of this challenge that it can be truly said that the 
Church in Africa is at a crossroad. 


On one hand, there are loud cries of people with acute human needs to be met. 
On the other hand, the church knows that men and women do not live by bread 
alone. They need the bread of life which Christ alone can give. We are at 
the point of intersection, between the human and the divine. 


On one hand we need to discern that God offers humanity, and on the other, we 
need to discern new ways of helping human beings grasp the presence of the 
divine in their daily lives. It is here where work and worship meet, where 
proclamation of the Gospel and social action converge, where true religion and 
honest politics find common ground. 


In 1991 the AACC held a symposium on "Problems and Promises for the Churches 
in Africa", and in 1992 the sixth Assembly of the AACC met under the theme 
"Abundant Life in Jesus Christ". 


We are convinced that Abundant Life in Jesus Christ is only possible when 
those who are freed from the constraints that used to oppress them accept to 
share it in words and deeds with those who do not know Christ. This shows very 
clearly that as we begin the decade of the 90s, Africa must come to grips with 
a wide range of problems . ... [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.22 
Ecutext: US Episcopal church leader on ex-Yugoslavia 


The following statement was issued (8 April) by Edmond L. Browning, presiding 
bishop and primate of the [Anglican] Episcopal Church in the United States, 
on the situation in the former Yugoslavia. 


We seem to have moved a long way from the euphoria that accompanied the 
tearing down of the Berlin Wall. The sense of hope for a peaceful world that 
lifted our spirits then has faded into new questions about the brutal 
inhumanity we are witnessing in the former Yugoslavia. That is not to say that 
we do not see atrocities elsewhere. They are all too present in every region 
of the globe - South Africa, Burma, Haiti, East Timor, Sri Lanka, Gaza and the 
West Bank, Cambodia, Bombay, Peru, Guatemala - and the litany goes on. 


But Bosnia-Herzegovina has caused as deep an outcry of dismay and outrage as 
any I have heard since becoming Presiding Bishop. While other outrages are 
equally deserving of our dismay, for many Americans and Europeans, it reflects 
the shattering of a peace that was promised with the destruction of the Berlin 
Wall. I am among those who have wrung my hands and deplored the violence and 
suffering. But I do not think our hand-wringing will be judged well by 
history. 


The church’s place is to speak to the deep moral issues of our time and to 
champion the cause of human rights and to respect, as we so often say at 
baptism, the dignity of every human being. In doing so, we have taken to the 
high moral ground of seeking peace through negotiation, reason and diplomacy 
and without resort to arms. 


And yet, ironically, we find that religion itself is a major contributor to 
the suffering today in the Balkans. People of two great branches of 
Christianity and a Muslim population vilify one another while the leadership 
of the churches is unable to stop the hatred and fighting. This makes Bosnia- 
Herzegovina a special challenge to the churches. 


Those of us who opposed the Gulf War believed, I think correctly, that war was 
not the answer. But today we find ourselves confronted with an evil war, the 
sure elimination of which may be possible only by means of armed intervention. 


I would prefer to embrace the position that condemns all violence. The 
Christian position of pacifism stands as a challenge to every generation of 
believers. But the atrocities being committed in Bosnia-Herzegovina challenge 
us, too. What is the morally correct thing to do? 


We know that the intervention of armed international forces in the conflict 
amounts to answering violence with violence, while by no means guaranteeing 
that innocent people will not perish. Continued opposition to such 
intervention, however, remains virtually certain to condemn further innocent 
people to death - or to survival on brutal terms. Again, what are we to do? 


I pose another question. Are we, as a religious and moral institution, to 
stand by and lend tacit support to a UN-sponsored arms embargo that, while 
even-handed on its face, has proven one-sided in effect? Can a policy which 
was clearly intended to diminish casualties - but which has served instead to 
foster the commission of atrocities and thereby expand the scope of suffering 
- be sustained? 


A fundamental question now confronts the world community: Are we at a moment 
in history when humanitarian intervention by force into sovereign nations 
becomes a legitimate role of the United Nations? And if so, what are the 
criteria to be used in determining when and how such interventions occur, 
whether in the Balkans or elsewhere? 


I pray fervently that peace negotiations will succeed. But if they fail, I do 
not want to issue another statement that simply deplores once again what is 
happening in the Balkans. That is simply just not enough. Instead, I issue an 
urgent call to my religious counterparts to join me in a serious re- 
examination of this issue so that we might determine what God wills us to do 
on the European continent. Whatever shape that takes, I believe it will 
require that we take a firm public stand on these painful events. 


Let me assure all the household of the Episcopal Church that I am engaged in 
this issue and seeking every means at my disposal to promote the cause of 
peace in this deeply troubled area of the world. [EPS] 
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RERKKEKKKEKRKEKKREKEEE 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


RRS HC ge 15-20 September xecutive Committee Sigtuna, Sweden 
1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


RERKKEEKKEKREKRRERKREK 


The World Council of Churches has the following vacancies at its Geneva 
headquarters in Switzerland. Full details of each position together with the 
conditions of service and application forms may be obtained from, and must be 
returned - by the closing date shown in brackets - to: The Personnel Office, 
World Council of Churches, 150 Route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland. 


- Magazine Editor for "One World" magazine in the Office of Communications, 
General Secretariat (20.07.93). 


- Proposals and Reports Coordinator, Office of Income Coordination and 
Development, General Secretariat (20.07.93). 


- Director of the Secretariat of the Commission on Faith and Order, Programme 
Unit I - Unity and Renewal (30.09.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Faith and Order-Ecclesial Unity Stream, Programme 
Unit I - Unity and Renewal (30.09.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Health and Healing, Programme Unit II - Life, 
Education and Mission (20.07.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Urban Rural Mission,, Programme Unit II - Life, 
Education and Mission (20.07.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Refugees, Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service 
(20.07.95). 


- Executive Secretary for Europe, Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service 
(20707 93) 


REKKKEKKKEKEKKEEEEER 


EPS 93.05.23 
Ecumenical delegation visits Guatemala 


Highlight of a mid-April four-day visit by an ecumenical delegation to 
Guatemala was an ecumenical service of prayers for peace in Guatemala City’s 
Roman Catholic Cathedral. 


The service - unprecedented in the country’s history - was celebrated by two 
Roman Catholic bishops and attended by the papal nuncio. As such, it offered 
tangible evidence that Guatemala’s churches are working in concert to bring 
people together, mediate and help build a climate of confidence in a country 
torn apart by thirty years of civil war. 


The seven-person ecumenical delegation included representatives of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, the Latin American Council 
of Churches (CLAI), the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 
(NCCCUSA), the World Council of Churches (WCC), and the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) who organized the visit. 


The visit was made to lend "Support to measures conducive to the signature of 
a Peace Accord, thus ending armed conflict and opening the way to the 
construction of a democratic society characterized by economic and social 
justice, respect for human rights and a spirit of dialogue". 


Over the past three decades, more than 100 000 people have been assassinated 
in Guatemala and 40 000 taken into informal custody or simply disappeared. 
Most of Guatamala’s (mainly indigenous) nine million people are poor, 
illiterate, racially discriminated and denied basic human rights. 


In 1990 in response to internal and international pressure the government 
opened peace negotiations with the military and the armed opposition -- the 
Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG). But the "Oslo process" has 
frequently stalled since then. 


The ecumenical delegation met with Guatemala’s president and defence minister 
as well as the heads of the Episcopal Conference and the Conference of 
Evangelical Churches (CIEDEG), the state human rights commission and the Roman 
Catholic archdiocese’s human rights office. 


It also met with the "conciliator" (charged with promoting national 
reconciliation) Rodolfo Quezada Torufio, the papal nuncio, staff of the US and 
Swedish embassies and representatives of a group of countries committed to the 
peace process, Nobel Peace Prizewinner Rigoberta Mencht,, and representatives 
of various civil sectors including trade unions, indigenous communities and 
people directly affected by the prevailing violence. 


The increasingly important role being played by these sectors was noted by the 
delegation. Long excluded from participation in national life and decisions 
they are now "acquiring dramatic visibility", important not only in the search 
for peace but also for prospects of peace with justice. 


At the end of the visit delegation members shared their impressions with local 
press. Stressing that negotiations are "the sole option for peace", they 
affirmed that their organizations were resolved to "contribute with prayer and 
dialogue to strengthen and build mutual confidence in the peace process". 


Expressing support for Torufio’s "delicate and essential role", the delegation 
insisted on the importance of passing and putting into practice a General 
Agreement on Human Rights (over which the peace process is currently stalled). 


In conclusion the delegation noted that Guatemala’s civil sectors have asked 
to participate officially in the process and implementation of peace. Such 
participation, it suggested, could help ensure "unmistakable" progress in the 
direction of "stability and social justice". 


On leaving Guatemala the delegation went on to Mexico where it met with 
members of the URNG to gain a better understanding of their position, and then 
to Washington to share its experiences with government, church and voluntary 
group leaders and encourage support to the Guatemala peace process. A report 
on the visit is currently in preparation. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.24 
ANC deaths: WCC general secretary writes to Mandela 


Responding to the death on 24 April of long-time African National Congress 
(ANC) leader-in-exile, Oliver Tambo, only a week after the brutal murder of 
another ANC leader, Chris Hani, World Council of Churches (WCC) general 
secretary Konrad Raiser wrote to ANC. president Nelson Mandela on 3 May. 


Raiser expressed grief, recognition of both men’s extraordinary achievements, 
and the WCC’s continued commitment to the cause of peace with justice for all 
South Africans. 


As a banned liberation movement, before it became one of the parties in the 
official negotiations for a non-racial democratic South Africa, the ANC 
received substantial ecumenical support via the WCC’s Programme to Combat 
Racism (PCR) Special Fund. 


"It took one man and one gun to destroy the life of a man who symbolized the 
hope of the oppressed and became a source of inspiration for millions of your 
compatriots", Raiser said of Hani’s murder. In his view, the Easter Saturday 
killing "gave new significance to [Hani’s] life as well as to his outstanding 
and challenging contribution to the struggle for freedom and peace with 
justice in South Africa". 


Turning to "our common friend and long-time companion", Raiser recalled that 
Oliver Tambo, who paid an official visit to the WCC in June 1986, "shared with 
us for about three decades the pains, sorrow and joy of working for peace and 
justice for your beloved people and nation", and had "dedicated his entire 
life to the promotion of values that affirm the dignity of every human being 
inside and outside South Africa". 


Elected to the ANC National Executive in 1949, Tambo left South Africa when 
the ANC was banned in 1960. With Nelson Mandela in prison, he assumed 
leadership of the movement-in-exile. Under his guidance it was able to keep 
its unity, purpose and disciplined militancy over the next thirty years, as 
well as its pre-eminence within South Africa itself. 


Tambo suffered from the first of several strokes in 1984. A 1989 attack left 
him physically weakened and, returning to South Africa as ANC president in 
1990, he was replaced by Mandela on the latter’s release. 


Referring to his illness and the fact that Tambo was frequently consulted 
during the subsequent, intense negotiations with the South African government, 
Raiser recalled that "We rejoiced when he resumed his rightful position inside 
South Africa, joining his voice and wisdom to your own in the search for 
liberation and peace." 


"We shall all miss immensely his wisdom... often revealed through ‘passion 
with patience, strength with gentleness and determination with flexibility’", 
he added. "These marks of his wisdom and statesmanship enabled the leadership 
of your organization to keep the liberation movement united and strong." 


"Like Chief Lutuli, Steve Biko and many other martyrs, Oliver Tambo and Chris 
Hani will remain two distinguished giants in the leadership of your 
Organization, for they headed the South African liberation movement at the 
most difficult times of its history", the letter’ predicted. 


Raiser concluded: "May the Lord of life continue to guide all of you so that 
the death of these two brothers may reinforce the unity of the people of South 
Africa and strengthen their determination to transform their society by 
peaceful means. We pray for peace in your country, and urge all the political 
forces, especially the Government of South Africa, to hasten the removal of 
the obstacles which still hinder a just and sustainable solution to the 
current crisis." [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.25 
Anglican-rite church with ties to Rome ruled out 


Any question of a separate Anglican rite to accommodate members of the Church 
of England seeking reconciliation with Rome was firmly ruled out by Cardinal 
Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, at a press conference (23 April) when 
he presented the unanimously agreed response of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales to Anglicans wanting to join the Catholic 
church following the 11 November vote of the Church of England’s general synod 
approving women priests [EPS 92.11.28]. 


"The aim for those who seek to enter into full communion with the Catholic 
church must be their eventual total integration into the life of the Catholic 
community", said the bishops, who went on to express their appreciation of 
"the riches of the Anglican spiritual heritage" which such people would bring 
with them. Every one of the words "eventual total integration" had been 
weighed, said Hume. "There is no question of a Uniate Church", he added. 
"There is no question of a personal prelature" - the idea floated by the 
former Bishop of London, Graham Leonard, last November [EPS 92.12.01]. 


Nor would there be any question of additional ordination - an "unacceptable" 
phrase - for Anglican priests who were accepted for the Catholic priesthood. 
"Any member of the Church of England clergy who seeks full communion with the 
Catholic church will be ordained absolutely", added the cardinal. (Later in 
answer to a question he explained that it was not in the bishops’ power to 
revoke Apostolicae curae, the 1895 bull of Leo XIII condemning Anglican orders 
as absolutely null and utterly void.) 


But he went on to emphasize that this did not mean denying the validity of 
their ministry. "The Second Vatican Council’s decree on ecumenism made it 
very clear that sacred actions done by ministers in other churches were 
effective and gave grace and could lead to salvation", he said. "This was 
extremely important, because, as you well know, for many members of the clergy 
of the Church of England there would be great distress if they were to have 
to say "No" to 20, 30, 40, or 50 years of ministry. But there is a clear 
distinction between order and ministry... We see absolute ordination as the 
culmination of a ministry exercised up to now within the other Christian 
bodies." 


Similarly both joining the Catholic church on a single issue and picking and 
choosing among its teaching were ruled out. "Those entering into full 
communion with the Catholic church are required to accept the teaching 
authority of the church, in matters of faith and morals, as exercised by the 
pope as the successor of Peter and by the college of bishops in communion with 
him", said the bishops’ statement. "It would be quite wrong for anybody to 
think they could become a Catholic because they don’t want women to be 
ordained", explained the cardinal. "That is a simplistic way of getting it 
wrong. What has happened is that the ordination of women has brought out the 
whole question of authority." 


Nor could people pick and choose. "There is no question too of becoming 
Catholics by accepting our teaching a4 la carte", said the cardinal. "We have 
to take the menu... - or go to another restaurant." 


On practicalities, the bishops stressed that those who wished to become 
Catholics, whether as a group or individually, would have to go through a 
period of preparation and instruction leading to an individual profession of 
faith, reception into full communion with the Catholic church, the sacrament 
of reconciliation (confession), confirmation, and eucharist. "For those who 
May approach us as a group we envisage the possibility of some temporary 
pastoral arrangements which will help them, after their reception, to become 
fully integrated into the local Catholic community", said the bishops. But 
they added that this was "a matter for further consideration and decision at 
a later date", as was the laying down of agreed guidelines for accepting 
Anglican clergy for the Catholic priesthood. 


The bishops "readily agreed" to setting up a joint commission with the Church 
of England’s house of bishops, a decision welcomed by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York, George Carey and John Habgood, who also welcomed the 
bishops’ "pastorally sensitive" statement. 


The bishops indeed reaffirmed their commitment to the ecumenical dialogue with 
the Church of England. Hume emphasized the importance of maintaining good 
relations. "We take no pleasure at all in the prospect of a weakened Church 
of England"..., he said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.26 
Chinese church leader visits Korea, meets ecumenical leaders 


During his first visit to Korea (10-17 April), Bishop K.H. Ting, president of 
the China Christian Council, met with numerous ecumenical leaders, took part 
in the inauguration of Korea’s first Anglican primate and received an honorary 
doctorate from Yonsei University (EPS 93.05.15). 


National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) general secretary Kwon Ho Kyung 
described the visit as "historic" and said conversations with Ting gave Korean 
Christian leaders a chance "to recognize the importance of the Three Self 
Movement, which since the 1950s has embodied the continuous endeavours of the 
Chinese churches to be independent from the influence of Western churches and 
to preach the authentic gospel to the Chinese people". The name "three-self" 
points to the Chinese church’s aim to be self-supporting, self-governing and 
self-propagating. 


According to Kwon, NCCK churches believe "rootedness in the Oriental culture 
and context is crucial for work by northeast Asian churches towards peace in 
the region" and that a "self-reliant Korean church" will contribute to the 
reunification of the Korean peninsula. Representatives of Korean and Chinese 
churches will meet in Nanjing in September for a consultation at which they 
will seek to "reidentify their Christianity from the base of their common 
Oriental culture, history and context", Kwon said. 


Ting said the China Christian Council is "fully prepared to play a bridge 
role" if North Korean and South Korean churches together take an initiative 
for unity and ask for its support. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.27 
European church body on Armenian, Azerbaijan conflict 


In a letter to political and church leaders in Armenia and Azerbaijan, which 
has just been made public, the Central Committee of the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) which met in Iserlohn, Germany, (10-17 March), issued a plea 
to all in positions of responsibility in the two countries to put an immediate 
end to the misery and the killings, and to lift all blockades, says a press 
release from the CEC dated 26 April. 


The release said the letter, which was addressed to Vasken I, Supreme 
Patriarch-Catholicos of all Armenians; Sheikh-ul-Islam Allashukur Pasha-zadeh, 
chairman of the Board of Muslims in Caucasia; Levon Ter-Petrossian, President 
of Armenia, and Aboulfaz Eltchebay, President of Azerbaijan, expressed the CEC 
Central Committee’s concern for the continuing conflict over Nagorno-Karabagh. 


The CEC letter added that the Central Committee: 


"1. Expresses deep appreciation of your/their participation in the meeting 
called by WCC/CEC in Montreux, Switzerland on 6-8 February, 1993, and in the 
joint communiqué urging the Armenian and Azeri people to ‘cease the bloodshed 
and to solve all problems peacefully, with justice, through political means’. 


"2. Recognises that the loss of human life, the devastation and destruction 
of human community will continue until the warfare ceases and peace, with 
justice, can be restored. There can be no alternative to a negotiated peace. 
We plead with all in positions of responsibility to put an immediate end to 
the misery, killings, and to lift all blockades. 


"3. Prays that the sincere desire for peace expressed in the joint communiqué 
will inspire the governments and people of both countries to a peaceful end 
to the warfare". 


In a letter to Sheikh-ul-Pasha-zadeh and to Vasken I last month [EPS 
93.05.01], World Council of Churches general secretary, Konrad Raiser, said 
the ecumenical community’s thoughts and prayers are with those who continue 
to suffer in the "tragic conflict" between Armenia and Azerbaijan. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.28 
US: church body calls for recognition of Angola (Tracy Early’) 


The general secretary of the (US) National Council of Churches (NCC) has 
called for the US government to recognize the government of Angola and 
repudiate the opposition group UNITA (National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola). 


In a 20 April letter to President Bill Clinton, Joan Brown Campbell said 
delegations of the NCC and its member churches have visited Angola over the 
years and "witnessed the devastation and terror that has been perpetrated 
against the people of Angola by UNITA". 


UNITA received US support because of backing from "the anti-communist lobby", 
she said, but that aid has been "a source of great shame for many of us". 


She also reminded the president that the ruling party, the Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola, won elections monitored by international bodies 
and complied with the agreements leading up to elections, but that UNITA did 


not. "The situation in Angola today is the direct result of United States 
foreign policy which was morally wrong when it was formulated and morally 
wrong today", the general secretary told Clinton. "That policy needs to be 
corrected." 


Correcting US policy, the letter continued, means that "the efforts of UNITA" 
to gain power by force "must be repudiated in the strongest possible terms". 


After 12 years in which the NCC had only minimal contacts with the 
administrations of Republican Presidents Ronald Reagan and George Bush, it has 
worked energetically to develop ties with the more sympathetic Democratic 
administration of Clinton and put itself into a position to influence policy. 


An NCC delegation got an hour-long meeting with Clinton at the White House 24 
March, and used the occasion to present views on a wide range of foreign and 
domestic issues [EPS 93.04.01]. 


No reason was given for singling out Angola as the subject of the first 
publicly-released letter to Clinton since the meeting. But Angola was 
described as "a matter that the churches have been deeply concerned about for 
almost two decades and continue to be concerned about because we believe it 
is a matter of justice". [EPS] 


(*Tracy Early is a New York-based freelance writer) 
EPS 93,,.U>5.29 
US: Orthodox opposed to armed intervention in Bosnia-Herzegovina 


Calls for US military intervention in Bosnia-Herzegovina have been opposed by 
the Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA). 


Their position was approved at a meeting 27 April at the headquarters of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese in Englewood, New Jersey, and came as 
pressures built in many quarters for air strikes and other actions against 
Serbian forces. 


In a message sent 28 April, SCOBA urged President Bill Clinton to "intensify 
your commendable efforts to arrive at a fair, peaceful and acceptable solution 


to the Bosnia-Serbian conflict". But the Eastern Orthodox bishops added that 
Clinton should "avoid any use of military intervention" because it would 
likely lead to "a general conflagration in the Balkans". The message was 


signed by Greek Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos, SCOBA chairman. 


Milton Efthimiou, a Greek Orthodox priest who serves as staff officer for 
SCOBA, said no representative of the Serbian Orthodox Church attended the 27 
April meeting, and that SCOBA acted without any request from its Serbian 
member, Metropolitan Christopher. SCOBA does not wish to take sides in favour 
of the Serbs in the Bosnian conflict, Efthimiou said, but feels much of the 
reporting in the West has been biased against them. Allegations of Serbian 
atrocities are often unsubstantiated or exaggerated, and atrocities against 
Serbs often unreported, he said. Efthimiou said a SCOBA-sponsored relief 
agency, International Orthodox Christian Charities, has sent shipments of 
flour, medicines and other relief supplies to the Serbian capital, Belgrade, 
for distribution through the Serbian Orthodox Church to needy people of all 
faiths. A Serb is being employed to serve as the agency’s representative in 
Belgrade, he said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.30 
Failing to find sponsors, US Christian magazine finally folds up 


Christianity & Crisis, a prominent "Christian journal of opinion" published 
in New York, failed to find the new resources it needed [EPS 93.03.50], and 
brought more than 50 years of social ethics commentary to a conclusion with 
a final issue dated 12 April - Vol. 53, No. 4. 


Audrey A. Miller, an executive of the US National Council of Churches who 
chaired the Christianity & Crisis board, said, however, that members in the 
New York area would meet again 24 May, and consider possibilities for 
resurrecting the journal in some new form. Sponsorship by a seminary or a 
publishing house that could provide technical services more economically are 
among the routes that will be explored, she said. 


Board members, editors, writers, financial supporters and other friends 
gathered at the Interchurch Centre in New York 29 April to celebrate the 
contribution Christianity & Crisis had made as well as mourn its demise. 
Contributing editors Beverly Wildung Harrison and Delores Williams, both 
professors at Union Theological Seminary in New York, were among those 
commenting on the distinctive role the journal played as an advocate for 
"progressive" positions in theology and ethics. 


In the journal’s tradition of self-criticism, contributing editor Howard 
Moody, retired pastor of the Judson Church (Baptist and United Church of 
Christ) in New York’s Greenwich Village, said Christianity & Crisis had been 
strong on politics but weak on culture and the arts. 


Outside this supportive circle, the journal had come in for harsher criticism 
from some observers who suggested its death was deserved and self-inflicted. 
A New York Times story (4 April) quoted Max L. Stackhouse, social ethics 
professor at Andover Newton Theological School in Newton Centre, 
Massachusetts, charging Christianity & Crisis was "filled with empty leftist 
clichés" and describing its language as "Sandinista Christianity" and "radical 
feminist". But at the celebratory gathering, editor Leon Howell spoke of the 
"extraordinary community" that had sustained the journal in the past and that 
still "has the possibility of something new coming from it". 


Christianity & Crisis was founded in early 1941 by ethics professor Reinhold 
Niebuhr of Union Seminary to advocate US action against the Nazis, and counter 
the leading interdenominational journal, Christian Century, which was arguing 
a pacifist position. Continued as a forum for dealing with post-World War 
II issues, Christianity & Crisis was not only an outlet for Niebuhr and his 
associates, but published many of the pre-eminent theologians of the Christian 
world. Some of their contributions were preserved in collections published 
on the journal’s 25th anniversary in 1966 (Witness to a Generation, edited by 
Wayne H. Cowan) and the 50th in 1991 (Ethics in the Present Tense, edited by 
Leon Howell and Vivian Lindermayer) . 


In the later years, however, there was a shift from a predominance of well- 
known established writers to greater use of those lesser-known and 
representing groups previously less often heard, especially feminists, 
homosexuals and ethnic minorities. 


Continuity was provided by John C. Bennett, Niebuhr’s colleague as an ethics 
professor at Union Seminary for many years and iater (1963-70) president. 

Bennett, born in 1902, contributed to the first issue of Christianity & Crisis 
10 February 1941 and, after some 350 articles and editorials continuing to 
serve as Senior Contributing Editor, wrote a historical summary of the 


journal’s evolution for the final issue. Still looking forward, he 
concluded, "I am sorry that Christianity & Crisis will not be present to 
interact more hopefully with a new administration...". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.31 
British Methodists petition Queen on inner city poverty 
An appeal about the plight of Britain’s inner city and urban estate areas and 
calling for changes in government policies affecting poverty, education, 
transport, race, homelessness and health, has been made to the Queen by a 
group of British Methodists. The "Petition of Distress from the Cities" is 
based on the experience of about 30 ministers and lay people who work in local 
churches, community centres and projects of the areas concerned. It is hoped 
that the petition will revive a request made in 1992 by the British Methodist 
Conference for a royal commission on the cities to be appointed. The Queen is 
expected to refer the initiative to the relevant government departments. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.32 
Canadian church leaders on aid to poor countries 


Canada’s church leaders have expressed concern about the future of Canadian 
international development aid programmes, says a press release from the 
Canadian Council of Churches (CCC) dated 19 April. The church leaders 
expressed these sentiments during their 31 March meeting with Canadian 
minister of external relations and international development, Monique Vézina, 
and in a letter to the minister of 8 April. 


At the March meeting, the church leaders, who represented both the CCC and the 
Canadian Conference of [Roman] Catholic Bishops, were assured that there has 
been no substantial change to Canada’s bilateral aid policy. The minister also 
told the church leaders that any review or change to the Canadian 
International Development Aid (CIDA) policy will involve consultation with 
non-government organizations, including the churches, the release added. 


In a letter to the minister on behalf of the delegation, Roman Catholic Bishop 
Alexandre Taché, who is also general secretary of the CCCB said he hoped that 
the bilateral aid will continue "to help the poorest countries and people in 
the world". 


He added: "While we appreciate your explanations as to how there have not been 
policy changes in regards to Official Development Assistance, we remain 
concerned that modifications in approach and funding levels are significant 
enough that they are de facto effecting a shift in CIDA policy. For example, 
we would ask whether the preference for macro-regional development in Africa 
does not in itself significantly affect the stated CIDA commitment of ’putting 
the alleviation of poverty first’, no matter the geographical location in the 
Third World". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.33 
US: churches aid rape victims in former Yugoslavia 


US churches have responded positively to the "Solidarity with Women" fund set 
up by the World Council of Churches to support women victims of rape and other 
violence in the former Yugoslavia. A press release from the (US) National 
Council of Churches (NCC) says Church World Service, the ecumenical body’s 
relief and development wing, has received approximately 60 000 US dollars out 
of a total of 100 000 dollars it appealed for. 


The international fund was established to support a team of women in Zagreb 
to administer counselling, advocacy and assistance for rape victims, including 
their housing, medical, and relocation needs. In December last year [EPS 
92.00.00], an ecumenical women’s team which travelled to the former Yugoslavia 
validated stories of violence and rape. 


The report of the visit, "Rape of Women in War", was based on extensive 
interviews with women’s organizations in the region. It said that such acts 
are occurring on both sides of the conflict. Survivors spoke of "rape on the 
frontline" and "third-party rape", referring to rapes carried out publicly by 
Serbian soldiers with the explicit purpose of demoralizing family members and 
the opposition forces. 


Victims are said to have included children from the age of ten years and women 
as old as eighty years, and also some men. Many of the survivors and workers 
also claim there has been persistent rape with the stated aim of impregnating 
women with "Serbian babies". 


Last month [EPS 93.05.16], the WCC expressed "profound concern" at the 
continuing conflict in former Yugoslavia, especially in Srebrenica, and said 
military intervention there was not the right solution. "We reiterate that we 
do not believe military action from the international community to be 
appropriate in bringing the violence to an end", the ecumenical body said. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.05.34 
Germany: Protestant church pledges to play leading role in media 


The Protestant Church in Germany (EKD) has pledged to increase its efforts to 
make its voice heard through the mass media, and is urging theological 
colleges to include media theory and skills in their programme of studies, 
according to an item appearing in the March issue of Action, a publication of 
the UK-based World Association for Christian Communication. 


The lack of ethical principles in the press, radio and television in Germany, 
particularly the violence and loveless sexuality that is portrayed on tv, led 
the EKD to choose "Media and the Church" as the theme of its last synod. 


A declaration issued at the end of the meeting warned that while tv offers a 
window on reality and can broaden people’s horizons, it can also distort 
reality. Children are especially vulnerable, the report said. 


"Children can find it increasingly difficult to differentiate between fiction 
and reality. Images can conceal the truth, sensations can blunt the conscience 
and entertainment can distract from important information", the EKD 
declaration said. 


The synod agreed that the EKD and its members should be more active in 
challenging poor quality programmes and should make more effort to equip 
Christians to make their own contributions to the mass media. 


The report went on to say that the EKD criticized the rise of private 
broadcasting initiatives which were based on the expectation that competition 
will increase choice without losing quality. 


"Today we know that although many more radio programmes are produced, most are 
carbon copies of similar offerings and are of questionable quality, and even 
public broadcasting suffers from the struggle for a share of the market", the 
statement stated. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.35 
UK: church body in campaign against EC beef "dumping" in Africa 


Christian Aid, a UK-based relief aid agency, is launching a campaign to stop 
cheap European beef being ‘dumped’ in west Africa and destroying the 
livelihood of millions of local cattle farmers, a 28 April press release from 
the church agency said. 


A report, "Brussels Beef Carve-Up", was due to be published 4 May. The press 
release added that since 1984 dumping of beef in west Africa has cost EC 
taxpayers 280 million UK pounds and risked the livelihoods of four million 
west African farmers. But export of cheap beef to west Africa accounts for 
less than half of one per cent of total EC beef production. "Beef dumping 
destroys people’s livelihoods, prevents long term development and harms the 
environment", said Peter Madden, author of the report. The release added that 
the EC beef exported to west Africa sells for as little as a quarter of the 
price shoppers in Britain must pay. Said Jean-Marie Kabore, a Burkina Faso 
government official: "Since the international dumping started, we are no 
longer able to sell our animals". According to Christian Aid, EC beef 
exported to west African countries is up to 50 percent cheaper than local west 
African beef. 


Christian Aid is joining with other EC agencies to lobby national governments, 
the European Parliament and the European Commission in order to end EC beef 
dumping in west Africa and secure trade protection for cattle farmers there", 
the press release concluded. [EPS] 


EPS* 9305736 


Philippine, Korean church bodies in bilateral dialogue 

A 20 April report from the Hong Kong-based Asia Ecumenical News Service said 
that the National Council of Churches in the Philippines and the National 
Council of Churches in Korea have urged the Japanese government to indemnify 
victims of military sexual slavery or "comfort women" during the second world 
war. They made the call during a meeting (27-29 March) of the two church 
bodies in Manila/Philippines. Meeting under the theme, "Peace, Unity and 
Reconciliation", they also urged the Korean government to reject entry of 
Filipino contract workers to Korea because most of the jobs given to them are 
"dangerous, dirty and difficult". [EPS] 


—— 


EPS 93.05.37 
Ecuador: church body holds convocation for general assembly 


A moving worship service in a Lutheran church in Quito, Ecuador, highlighted 
the official call for the third general assembly of the Latin American Council 
of Churches (CLAI). The assembly will be held in Concepcién, Chile, in January 
1995. The service of call, attended by several hundred men and women, came 
during the CLAI Executive Committee meeting (16-20 April). 


Setting the context for the assembly, CLAI general secretary Felipe Adolf 
offered an overview of the council’s history since Latin American churches 
decided in 1978 to form it. President Federico Pagura then surveyed the 
present religious, social, political and economic situation in Latin America. 


At the time of CLAI’s official founding in 1982, Adolf said, "there was no set 
agenda, so our programmes and ministries addressed only what we thought needed 
to be done...; and that is the role of a committed Christian community - to 
do together what no one church can do alone..." 


Pagura, a Methodist bishop from Argentina, spoke of emerging understandings 
and dialogues among historic Protestant, Pentecostal and evangelical churches 
in Latin America as well as encounters with various sectors of the Roman 
Catholic Church. He also noted contradictions between claims by some 
government leaders that "we have left the Third World to enter the First 
World" and the deteriorating social, political and economic conditions 
affecting most of the continent. 


During the meeting, the Executive Committee learned that most CLAI member 
churches and affiliates favour a ministry for racial justice that fights 
against all forms of discrimination, rather than a specific project for Latin 
Americans of African descent. 


Debates over the past few years about CLAI’s black ministry programme and 
challenges to the churches about their anti-racism ministry from an August 
1992 continental meeting on the 500th anniversary led CLAI directors in 
November to poll the membership on whether its racial justice ministry should 
take the form of a black ministry programme or one that did not specify a 
racial group. [EPS] 


EPS..93..05.38 


USA: symposium on religion and arts held 

As Christian theologians, pastors and worship specialists concluded a three- 
day meeting (23-25 April) with a group of artists, they discovered that 
religion and the arts continue to support one another, says a 25-April press 
release from the (US) National Council of Churches (NCC). The release said 
that the participants held intensive conversations in a symposium held on the 
campus of the Yale University Divinity School in New Haven, Connecticut, under 
the theme, "Crossed Cultures". The meeting which was co-sponsored by the NCC’s 
department of worship and the arts and Yale’s Institute of Sacred Music, 
Worship and the Arts, included discussions of the way in which the rock music 
star, Madonna, wears the cross and refers to religious language and symbols 
in her songs. The participants also discussed music television and the other 
modern artistic expressions in which religious symbols are present. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.39 
Europe: bishops’ council given new leadership 
The Archbishop of Prague, Cardinal Miloslav Vlk, has been elected president 
of the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE), succeeding Cardinal 
Martini of Milan. In a letter of congratulations, the president of the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC), John Arnold, recalled the visit of 
Cardinal Vlk to the 10th Assembly of CEC in Prague last year [EPS 92.09.16] 
and said: "Your words to us about the way in which love and the gifts of the 
Spirit deepen unity between Christians were an encouragement to us then, and 
they may serve as a basis for our work together now in the service of the 
churches and nations of our continent in a time of turmoil." The two 
presidents are to attend the Joint CEC/CCEE Committee meeting in Cyprus at the 
beginning of May. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.40 


Canada: Catholic bishops call for action to combat unemployment 
In a pastoral letter titled Widespread Unemployment: a Call to Mobilize the 
Social Forces of Our Nation, Canada’s Roman Catholic bishops have called for 
action at every level of society to create meaningful work, according to a 
press release from the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCBB) of 14 
April. Saying that there is an alternative more humane than increased 
competitiveness which soon classifies people as "winners" or "losers" and is 
morally unacceptable to the Christian, the bishops call on political leaders 
to "challenge Canadians to adopt both a new vision and a new social ethic of 
partnership". Governments should work together "in an institutionalized 
forum" with business, professional, labour and other non-governmental 
organizations to develop a strategy for full employment", the bishops said. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.05.41 


British Baptist Union gets new president 

Brian Haymes, principal of the Northern Baptist College in Manchester, became 
the president for 1993-94 of the British Baptist Union at the Baptist Assembly 
meeting in Nottingham. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.42 
Denmark: church increases care of AIDS patients 
According to Church News from Denmark, 12 voluntary church organizations in 
Denmark have decided to jointly establish an office for a period of three 
years to strengthen and extend church care of AIDS patients and their 
relatives. In addition, some church youth organizations plan to establish 
a consultation service next autumn to give information and assistance to young 
people with AIDS. The two services will closely co-operate. A hospital 
chaplain has recently been appointed in Aarhus as spiritual adviser for AIDS 
patients and it is hoped to create similar posts in other dioceses. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.43 


India: Catholics concerned about fundamentalism 

The Catholic Priests Conference of India (CPCI) has expressed its concern over 
the growing communalism and fundamentalism in the country, considering them 
a threat not only to minority groups but to the "very foundation of democracy, 
secularism and national integration", according to Bombay-based SAR News. 
At a recent meeting of its executive committee, the CPCI also condemned 
"narrow sectarianism and the constant use of myths and half truths which 
misguide the masses". The CPCI says these developments are moves by the so- 
called upper castes to restore in the name of religion a caste-based 
feudalistic structure where they are in full control. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.44 


Guatemala: radio station trains children to produce programmes 
A community radio station, La Voz, is training children aged six to 12 from 
a poor neighbourhood in Guatemala City to produce programmes on health, 
science, religion, human rights and international affairs, reports Peru-based 
Latinamerica Press of 22 April. The training is given at weekends and 
teachers include university students in psychology and journalism. The aim 
of the programme is to awaken political awareness in the children and to teach 
them communication skills, as well as to articulate their needs as a sector 
of the community. The World Association for Christian Communication, which 
supports La Voz, has been active in community improvement campaigns and has 
been supportive of the poor neighbourhood of San José Buena Vista for thirty 
years. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.45 
Ecutext: Statement of the Ecumenical Study Group on Racism 


From 12-19 April 1993, the ecumenical study group on racism called together 
by the World Council of Churches’ Programme to Combat Racism, met at Kempton 
Park Conference Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa. The task of the group was 
to draft a statement on the question of racism, its historical and 
contemporary manifestations, and the response of theology and the churches to 
racism, then and now. This reflection is part of a process which began in 1991 
in London, continued in 1992 in Geneva and whose publication will coincide 
with the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Programme to Combat Racism in 1994. 


As we gathered in Johannesburg, this struggle reached a new level of 
crisis with the assassination of Chris Hani on 10 April, just two days before 
our meeting began. Hani spent his entire adult life struggling for the freedom 
of his people, and as leader of the Umkhonto weSizwe he acquired a reputation 
as a revolutionary committed to justice and attained a tremendous popularity 
because of his devotion and accessibility to the workers and the marginalized. 
Hani’s tragic death reminded the participants of the deep structures of racism 
which continue to function in South Africa, the suffering caused by these 
structures and the cost of struggling to overcome racism and apartheid. 


With Hani’s assassination, masses of black South Africans mobilized to attend 
memorial and funeral services for their fallen leader. Our group attended a 
moving memorial to Mr Hani at the Central Methodist Church in Johannesburg. 
The church was overflowing as 3000 people chanted and prayed as well as 
listened to moving memorials by people who had known and worked with him. 


Outside in the public square over ten thousand people gathered and over a 
million people throughout South Africa attended memorial services. The 
following Monday, 19 April, over two million South Africans attended funeral 
services and mass rallies. Visiting Soweto the day before the funeral, as well 
as in other excursions, we were impressed by the depth of solidarity shown by 
the people in a time of mourning. 


The emphasis throughout was on a future South Africa where the dignity of the 
people would be recognized and nurtured by a political, economic and social 
system which serves the people as a whole, rather than maintaining the 
apartheid system for the few. 


During our deliberations we were also reminded of the divided legacy of the 
church. In the memorial service we witnessed an ecumenical expression of 
religiosity absolutely opposed to the injustice of apartheid while giving 
expression to the biblical injunctions of promoting a society of justice and 
peace. On the other hand, we also witnessed a church which had promoted 
apartheid and in publicly opposing it now often retains practices and 
attitudes which limit or even negate the substance of these public 
pronouncements... 


The assassination of Chris Hani, the mass mobilization which followed as well 
as the white racism we heard about and personally witnessed, greatly 
influenced our deliberations. A major aspect of our previous meetings retained 
though now raised to a new level of urgency the need to define, locate and 
analyse the pervasiveness of racism. 


Our discussion of racism raised, among others, the following questions: Are 
the manifestations of racism the same today as they were more than two decades 
ago when the Programme to Combat Racism was established or have they shifted 
with the changing global political and economic realities? Is racism primarily 
a question of colour or does racism need to be analysed in a variety of 
contexts including culture and religion? 


Within the difficulty of defining racism a certainty did emerge: racism is as 
pervasive today as it was at the beginning of the programme’s work. Along with 
possible definitions, the racism was analysed within the context of the "new 
world order", the structure of North-South relationships and the hope for a 
truly new world order free of racism. [over] 


racism/2 


Can theology, which has often legitimized and profited from racism, be used 
to oppose it? In fighting racism should our aim be to probe critically and 
renew the Christian tradition with all its symbolic and material power? Or 
should there be a radical transformation of the tradition, calling it to 
account for its past racism and recognizing its limitations even in a renewed 
form? We also questioned as to how the new emphasis on racism largely spurred 
by the Programme to Combat Racism, has influenced the churches. 


Has the emphasis on racism led the churches to actively confront it or in some 
cases do the churches use their discussions as a way of pretending they have 
already successfully dealt with the question, even as racism continues in 
society and church? After decades of sermons and statements are the churches 
less racist? Is theology more responsive to the demands of those who suffer 
under and resist the racism which dehumanizes and kills? 


Surely from the side of liberation theology tremendous effort has been made 
to write and live a theology which struggles to unmask and defeat racism but 
has the subject of racism been mentioned, incorporated as it were by dominant 
theology, and then "transcended"? 


As we leave South Africa we are both saddened and enlivened. Saddened because 
society and church so often fall short even as they claim a justice and 
redemption for all; enlivened because the people refuse to stand still and 
accept a system and a gospel of oppression. 


Could the struggle against racism, accelerated rather than diminished, 
liberate both the people who suffer domination and the gospel which has been 
held captive almost from the time of its original promulgation? Could the 
struggle against racism be a litmus test for the claim of being christian in 
a world of indifference and injustice? [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.46 
Ecutext: Closure of Occupied Territories by Israel condemned 


The following statement, which was conveyed through the Middle East Council 
of Churches, was issued by the Arab Orthodox Executive Committee on the 
Israeli closure of the Occupied Territories (2 April). 


The Executive Committee of the Arab Orthodox Community condemns and denounces 
the decision of the Occupied authorities to impose a siege on our people 
detaining them and isolating the city of Jerusalem, the cradle of the three 
monotheistic religions, from the other occupied territories. 


These arbitrary and unjust actions are creating great damage and constitute 
new obstacles on the road to peace. 


The continuation of the isolation of the 1.8 million Palestinians will result 
in the depletion of their food and medical supplies as well as raw materials. 
It will prevent our people from reaching the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 
Jerusalem to join the prayers at the end of the Holy Week in preparation for 
the celebration of Easter. 


We consider these actions as direct violations of basic human rights and call 
for their cessation, for the immediate lifting of the siege and for the full 
commitment of the Israeli authorities to the resolution of the present 
conflict through total withdrawal from the Occupied Territories. On the basis 
of our commitment to the humanity of the human being we appeal to all states 
and international organizations to intervene to protect people and enable them 
to enjoy their basic human rights provided ti them by all the international 
conventions and charters. [EPS] 
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HREKKKKEKKEKREKRKEEEEE 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the governing 
bodies of the World Council of Churches: 


1993 15-20 September Executive Committee Sigtuna, Sweden 
1994 18-19 January Executive Committee South Africa 
20-28 January Central Committee South Africa 


REKEKKRKKERKKEKRKEEKER 


The World Council of Churches has the following vacancies at its Geneva 
headquarters in Switzerland. Full details of each position together with the 
conditions of service and application forms may be obtained from, and must be 
returned - by the closing date shown in brackets - to: The Personnel Office, 
World Council of Churches, 150 Route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland. 


- Magazine Editor for "One World" magazine in the Office of Communications, 
General Secretariat (20.07.93). 


- Proposals and Reports Coordinator, Office of Income Coordination and 
Development, General Secretariat (20.07.93). 


- Director of the Secretariat of the Commission on Faith and Order, Programme 
Unit I - Unity and Renewal (30.09.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Faith and Order-Ecclesial Unity Stream, Programme 
Unit I - Unity and Renewal (30.09.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Health and Healing, Programme Unit II - Life, 
Education and Mission (20.07.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Urban Rural Mission, Programme Unit II - Life, 
Education and Mission (20.07.93). : 


- Executive Secretary for Refugees, Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service 
(20 ~O7.293)m 


- Executive Secretary for Europe, Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service 
(20.07.93) 


REKKKKKKKKKEKKEKEKE 


The following clarification has been received in connection with item EPS 
93.05.05: "The administrative office of the Unit [on Relationships] and the 
position of the Unit Director are the only structures that are being 
dissolved. All the Unit programmes - Ecumenical Networks, Faith and Order, and 
Interfaith Relations - remain intact, with their own discrete budgets. These 


working groups will now be related directly to the Office of the General 
Secretary". 


EPS 93.05.47 
Heads of WCC, CEC, visit member churches in ex-Yugoslavia 


Against the backdrop of heightened tension due to the rejection by Bosnian 
Serbs of the peace plan proposed by international mediators Cyrus Vance and 
Lord Owen and resulting threats of outside military intervention, the general 
secretaries of two Geneva-based international ecumenical organizations visited 
(13-14 May) leaders of their member churches in the former Yugoslavia -- 
Orthodox, Lutheran, Methodist and Reformed. 


World Council of Churches general secretary Konrad Raiser and Conference of 
European Churches general secretary Jean Fischer were accompanied in Belgrade 
and Novi Sad by Geneviéve Camus-Jacques of the French ecumenical agency CIMADE 
and Alexandros Papaderos of the CEC Central Committee, as well as staff 
members John Taylor (CEC) and Marlin VanElderen (WCC). While in Belgrade they 
also met with a three-person WCC-CIMADE team who had just completed a two-week 
visit to Serbian-controlled territories in Bosnia. Serbian Orthodox Patriarch 
Pavle had invited the general secretaries to visit the country following an 
exchange of letters earlier this year. The meeting came at the time of the 
opening of the annual Serbian Orthodox Assembly of bishops in Belgrade; and 
the ecumenical visitors addressed the bishops just before the opening of the 
assembly on 14 May. 


Since the onset of hostilities following the breakup of the former Yugoslavia, 
the WCC and CEC have actively encouraged and facilitated contacts and joint 
work for peace among leaders of the Serbian Orthodox Church, the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Muslim community. In addition, international 
ecumenical bodies, working with churches and ecumenical partners in Europe, 
North America and the former Yugoslavia, have channelled more than US$12 
million worth of relief supplies to war victims in Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia. 


In welcoming the ecumenical visitors to Belgrade and the patriarchate -- "the 
home of the Serbian people" -- Pavle underscored the importance of their 
presence "at this time when there is: so much suffering among people of all 
sides, which "makes it difficult for us to see the entire situation". Noting 
that there are also "crimes and violence on all sides", Pavle said he did not 
expect the WCC and CEC "to represent us before the world as being better than 
we are, nor as being worse than we are". 


Raiser observed that the visit was taking place during the post-Easter period 
and said to Pavle that "we share with you in the hope for new life rooted in 
the resurrection of our Lord. Hope is vital for your people, and we recognize 
in you a very sincere witness to Christian hope." The visit, he added, was 
"primarily an expression of our sense of being bound with you in the communion 
which is first of all a gift of the risen Lord. "We would be grateful to hear 
what are the means you see for bringing the fighting in Bosnia-Herzegovina to 
an end and whether you see possibilities for the churches in fellowship with 
you through the ecumenical movement to assist in the endeavour to achieve a 
cessation of hostilities and to facilitate negotiations for an end to the 
momractt,4 


Assuring the patriarch of the prayers of the ecumenical family, Fischer 
described the March statement by CEC’s central committee meeting in Iserlohn, 
Germany, as having grown out of "a consensus with the Serbian Orthodox Church" 
on the need for a peaceful resolution of the conflict and for religious 


leaders in particular to "invest themselves in the peace process". 
Nevertheless, Fischer added, "a major difficulty facing the European family 
of churches today is interpreting each other’s positions". He urged 


"ecumenical solidarity, full of frankness and, if necessary, mutual criticism 
of our own organizations and member churches". 


Fischer said a hopeful sign emerging from the annual meeting of the joint 
committee of CEC and the Conference of European [Roman] Catholic Bishops 
Conferences (CCEE) in Cyprus earlier in May was the agreement of the two 
organizations to assist Croatian Catholics and Serbian Orthodox in resolving 
pastoral problems that have arisen as a result of displacement of people in 
the war. Both a Croatian and Serbian bishop were present at that meeting. 
[over] 


ex-Yugoslavia/2 


The ecumenical visitors also expressed satisfaction at the quick condemnation 
issued by Patriarch Pavle after the destruction the previous week of two 
mosques in Banja Luka, both dating from the late 16th century. Throughout the 
war in Bosnia-Herzegovina, bombings and dynamite attacks on both Muslim and 
Christian places of worship have continued despite repeated appeals from 
Catholic, Muslim and Orthodox religious leaders. After nearly four hours of 
wide-ranging conversations about the conflict with the patriarch and several 
members of the synod, Raiser spoke of "the need to be modest in talking about 
‘solutions’". With international diplomatic efforts having "led to a cul-de- 
sac", symbolized by the rejection of the Vance-Owen plan, he said, "perhaps 
this is the moment for the prophetic voice of the Serbian Orthodox Church to 
be heard". 


Referring to the large role played by history and perceptions of history in 
the current conflict, Raiser noted that "even if you know only a little 
history, it is clear that solutions enforced from the outside will not work. 
Above all, what is needed is a word of hope for suffering people". Fischer 
added that the conflict, which affects all peoples in the Balkans and in 
Europe, is already an international one, and a solution cannot be found by the 
peoples of the former Yugoslavia alone. Pavle responded that the assembly of 
bishops synod would "do its duty and do all in its power to bring peace. But 
we need your help and prayers." 


In Novi Sad, Lutheran, Methodist and Reformed leaders described for the 
ecumenical team some of the relief work being undertaken by the Ecumenical 
Humanitarian Service, formed there in January. The organization, of which the 
Serbian Orthodox Church is also a member, has received assistance from the 
Swiss Protestant inter-church agency HEKS and Hungarian Inter-Church Aid. The 
Protestant leaders underlined the difficulties caused by United Nations 
sanctions and urged the international ecumenical community to use its 
influence to end those provisions of the blockade which he said are 
threatening the lives of young children and old people and interfering with 
the work of churches who are struggling, despite limited staff and resources, 
to recover their evangelistic and educational mission after nearly 50 years 
of Communist rule. 


A 12 May statement by Patriarch Alexy II and the holy synod of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, noting "longstanding fellowship" between the Russian and 
Serbian Orthodox churches, spoke of "serious alarm" over the situation in the 
former Yugoslavia and said "reports. . . about atrocities committed by the 
parties involved are especially painful to us". Two Serbian bishops visited 
Moscow at the end of April. The Russian bishops condemned "attempts to 
interpret this political conflict as a confessional and religious 
confrontation or to instigate religious hatred around it and misuse the 
religious feelings of believers to aggravate armed tension", adding that "it 
is the duty of Orthodox churches today to fill the spiritual vacuum in the 
[formerly Communist Eastern European] nations historically under their 
Spiritvia ll jurrsaver vom: 


The bishops insisted that "the church of Christ rejects any violence over the 
will of the people, restraint of their national rights, limitation of the 
freedom of conscience, disrespect for the neighbour". Welcoming "any peace 
steps, whoever is taking them", they urged the global community "to reject 
plans of military intervention in the conflict, as well as unilateral military 
Support or a unilateral economic blockade of one of the parties involved". 


US National Council of Churches general secretary Joan Campbell and 16 other 
church leaders said on 14 May that "the commitment by the United States of a 
Significant contingent" to UN peacekeeping forces in the former Yugoslavia 
"would greatly strengthen the hand of negotiators". The statement rejected two 
"military options" much discussed in recent weeks: air strikes against Bosnian 
Serb positions and lifting the arms embargo against Bosnian Muslims. Warning 
that the latter "would almost certainly escalate the fighting", it added that 
the world community cannot in good conscience deny a besieged population’s 
access to the means of self-defense if their needs for safety and survival are 
not otherwise assured". The statement also praised Clinton administration 
efforts "to set clear, defined and achievable goals and limits for direct US 
involvement and its insistence on working within the framework of the UN and 
together with European governments". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.48 
wcc condemns assassination of Sri Lankan leader, urges peace 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Konrad Raiser has expressed 
"profound shock" over the assassination (1 May) of President Ranasinghe 
Premedasa of Sri Lanka during May Day rallies. 


The general secretary's 4-May letter said that following so soon after the 
brutal murder of Lalith Athulathmudali, leader of the opposition Democratic 
United National Front, the violent death of the President and many of his 
entourage is another tragic sign of the abandonment of respect for life and 
of human values in favour of the power of the gun and the bomb, 


"The World Council of Churches has always emphasised, as my predecessor Dr. 
Emilio Castro stated in his letter to the WCC member churches in Sri Lanka on 
16th October last year [EPS 92.11.23], ‘the priority of settling the ethnic 
and political disputes in Sri Lanka by peaceful negotiation. 


"As his letter pointed out, the disregard for human dignity characterised by 
violence and bloodshed ‘lead inexorably to brutalization and yet further 
abuses. Trust and tolerance are broken down, and are replaced by resentment, 
anger and the desire for revenge. The vicious cycle of fear and hatred becomes 
unstoppable’". 


Raiser said the aspirations of the various communities in Sri Lanka can only 
be achieved the framework of mutual respect and of democratic principles, not 
through bomb attacks or the barrel of a gun. 


"In condemning these latest outrages", he said, I request the National 
Christian Council of Sri Lanka (NCCSL) "to convey to the families of the 
murdered president and his entourage, as well as to the grieving family of 
Mr Athulathmudali, our prayers and sincere condolences". 


He concluded: "The WCC also affirms the call of the National Christian Council 
to the Sri Lankan government to be active in seeking peace with justice for 
all its people. Times of crisis can, in spite of past failures and political 
opportunism, be a time of renewal for the whole nation" and prayed that "a 
sense of responsibility and a true desire to seek peace with justice may 
prevail in Sri Lanka". 


Earlier, the NCCSL issued a statement in which it "vehemently" condemned the 
assassination of the President. The 2 May statement said the killing of the 
two leading political personalities within the space of eight days "drives 
home the folly of trying to settle questions of political power through 
violent means". 


The statement added: "The National Christian Council is deeply concerned that 
peace and stability be maintained in the weeks following this brutal 
assassination. This is clearly not the time for any political force in the 
country to try and take mean advantage of a tragic situation. It is however 
ea svOpportunity. to . Critically’ reflect on ‘the™ past’ selfish” ‘political 
misadventures and redirect energies towards a system that will truly be 
representative of the people and the highest traditions of democracy and 
spiritual heritage of Sri Lanka". 


The NCCSL said that if the struggle for democracy and a just society is to 
bear fruit, the issue of ethnic and minority rights along with individual, 
social and political rights has to be seen as an inescapable component of this 
endeavour of nation building. 


Signed by NCCSL General Secretary Shirley J.S. Peiris, the statement called 
upon all political forces in Sri Lanka "to act now and make real the 
objectives of attaining peace with justice in our time by uniting to: 


"(a) establish a parliamentary democracy responsible to the people along with 
meaningful devolution of power. 


"(b) ensure that the media is free and to provide forums for the open 
discussion of national issues. 


"(c) legislate immediately for the formation of an Election Commission with 
autonomy and independence along with powers of enforcement that will give 
meaning to such independence". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.49 
WCC-AACC delegation visits Angola, discusses peace 


A joint pastoral delegation of the World Council of Churches and the Kenya- 
based All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) visited Angola, 6-15 April, to 
express solidarity with the churches and people there. The delegation, which 
included Aaron Tolen, a WCC president; Jim Kirkwood, United Church of Canada; 
Hizkias Assefa, Nairobi Peace Initiatives; Daniel Ntoni-Nzinga, WCC staff; 
and José Chipenda, AACC, went to Angola to hold discussions with all church 
and political leaders to strengthen current efforts for peace and justice, and 
to urge increased commitment to stop the years of suffering of the Angolan 
people due to the civil war. 


Between 7-9 April, the delegation held discussions with Angolan church leaders 
under the auspices of CICA [Council of Christian Churches in Angola] and AEA 
[Association of Evangelical Churches in Angola]. The Angolan church leaders 
described their encounter with the visiting delegation as "important and 
EruLcruL, 


"It helped the participants by encouraging them to work out and to play their 
role as church workers in the process of reconciliation and peace. It served 
to develop a vision and to unite their voices in a single cry for peace", the 
church leaders said of the meeting. 


They added that they were convinced that the problems of Angola can never be 
solved by war. "Therefore we call for an immediate ceasefire. Even though the 
negotiations are very complicated, they are the only way to achieve peace", 
they stated. "Taking into account the proliferation of arms in our country and 
the great increase in criminality which results from those arms", the church 
leaders observed, "we appeal for a halt in the furnishing of arms from outside 
the country and we appeal for the civil population to be disarmed so there 
might be one army only, to defend the sovereignty of the country". 


On the role of the church in the conflict, the church leaders said that as an 
"institution very close to the people", its voice "must be heard in the 
negotiations. We want to have a religious delegation involved in the process 
even if it is in an observer role". They added: "We underline once again more 
strongly the unity of Christians to promote meetings, Bible studies, 
ecumenical services, etc. The relationship between Protestants and Catholics 
merits special attention". 


They , called .for..the .introduction of. civic education,. “with a view. to 
transforming the Angolan mentality, utilizing appropriate means at each level 
of society: talks, debates, services, Bible studies, seminars, and literature 
Gis pte. Lona 


They decided to set up an ecumenical working group "to continue the momentum 
of this encounter, serving to transmit information, to coordinate action, and 
to propose new initiatives until we achieve peace". They also said they would 
establish a permanent commission to accompany the peace process, composed of 
six members, of whom three will come from each organization (CICA and AEA) 
including the respective general secretaries. The other members will be 
elected by their respective executive committees. Until these have been 
elected, they said, the two secretaries will follow up on the situation of 
peace in the country. 


At the end of their visit, the joint WCC-AACC delegation issued the following 
recommendations: 


"1. Our first priority now is to complete the other part of our mission by 
visiting church and political leaders in UNITA-controlled areas. 


"2. We recommend that a delegation be organized to visit political leaders in 
the United States, and other places as appropriate, urging all to use their 
influence to promote negotiations leading to lasting peace, democracy and 
justice in Angola. 


"3. We endorse the resolution approved by the church conference in Angola on 
the need for close monitoring of the negotiating process until lasting peace 
is established. 


"4. We alert the international community to the great humanitarian need in 
Angola, and urge churches in Angola and internationally to start preparations 
for a major effort when peace will make greater distribution possible." [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.50 
Fiji: WCC Asia, Pacific regional groups meet, discuss cooperation 


About thirty Church leaders from 22 Asian and Pacific countries came together, 
1-7 May, for a World Council of Churches-sponsored Asia Regional Group and 
Pacific Ecumenical Regional Group joint meeting, in Suva, Fiji. 


Hosted by the Fiji Council of Churches, the meeting was also attended by 
representatives of ecumenical agencies from Australia, Denmark, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom, the United States, and representatives from 
the Christian Conference of Asia and the Pacific Conference of Churches. 


According to a communique issued at the end of the meeting, the gathering was 
called in response to a WCC Programme Unit IV recommendation which requested 
the churches in the two regions to work closely together in recognition of 
their close geographical, cultural as well as traditional similarities. In 
addition, the communique said, the joint meeting was called "to respond to the 
fact that many of the injustices suffered in the Pacific, particularly in 
areas of trade and exploitation of natural resources, have their origins in 
Asia". 


Co-moderated by Bishop Jabez Bryce of the Anglican Church of Polynesia and 
Dick Avi, general secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches, the meeting 
presented the participants with an opportunity to learn about the "diversity 
of size, cultures and political systems" present in the two regions. 


The participants noted that "there is need to develop Christian indigenous and 
contextual theologies in order to encourage the integration of spirituality 
and justice in the life of the churches" in the two regions. They further 
noted that the proliferation of "religious sects" and other groups "with 
fundamentalist theologies" is a hindrance to the development of indigenous and 
contextual theologies because these groups usually promote "foreign interests 
and values". 


They therefore recommended the exchange of personnel between theological 
faculties, cooperation in the development of new theology curricula, and 
regular exchange of students of theology between the two regions. 


The meeting noted that rapid changes in the economies of some of the countries 
in the two regions have not been beneficial to the people of those countries. 
Instead, the participants noted, "this trend has resulted in the exploitation 
of natural and human resources" such as in "tourism, driftnet fishing, mining, 
logging and the plight of migrant workers". 


"These activities are controlled by some Asian and Western economic powers, 
often in collaboration with local elites", the meeting said, and recommended 
"a series of issue-related consultations on fishing, development aid, nuclear 
testing, tourism, multi-national corporations and the exploitation of women, 
the environment and the struggles of indigenous peoples...". 


They also recommended the use of existing church structures and other agencies 
for "people-to-people exchanges" to share information and other experiences. 
The participants also said that there is need for a "long-term, two-way 
learning process" and a "deeper understanding of each other". 


The participants noted that the two regions inherited male-dominated 
hierarchies and urged the churches to be sensitive to the participation of 
marginalized groups such as women, young people and racial minorities. In this 
regard, the meeting recommended the development of "new ecumenical leadership" 
which recognizes "young people and women" and urged deliberate efforts to 
"include them in decision-making processes in the church". 


On the political situation in the two regions, the meeting recognized that 
there are some countries there which are still under direct colonial control. 
"The regions have also been made vulnerable by the presence of military bases 
-and the proliferation of the sale of conventional and nuclear weapons..". 


They also noted "rampant corruption, lack of accountability of political 
leaders and public officers" and challenged the churches there "to respond by 
acting as pressure groups" by "speaking out against such corruptions" and by 
collectively advocating "for the democratization process and the preservation 
of legitimate human rights". 


A follow-up meeting was suggested in two year’s time to assess and deepen 
relations between the two regions. [EPS] 


EPS “93 sUo. OL 
Lift ban on homosexuals in military, say US church leaders 


The general secretary of the US National Council of Churches (NCC) and heads 
of several of the council’s member communions have called for an end to the 
ban on homosexuals in the US military services, writes Tracy Early. 


In testimony presented 4 May to the Armed Service Committee of the House of 
Representatives in Washington, President Paul H. Sherry of the United Church 
of Christ said ending discrimination was "morally right". 


"The ban against gays and lesbians in the military runs counter to all the 
basic principles of our nation: liberty and justice for all", he said. TO 
allow the military to discriminate is not only morally intolerable, it is 
contradictory to the very values that undergird our society." 


Sherry told the committee that his position, though not necessarily the 
wording of his statement, was endorsed by NCC General Secretary Joan Brown 
Campbell and ten other religious leaders. Those from NCC communions were 
Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning of the Episcopal Church, Bishop Herbert 
W. Chilstrom of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Bishop Frederick 
C. James of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, President C. William 
Nichols of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), President Gordon L,. 
Sommers of the Moravian Church (NCC president-elect), Bishop Melvin G. Talbert 
of the United Methodist church and General Secretary Daniel E. Weiss of the 
American Baptist Churches. 


Their position was also endorsed by Rabbi Alexander Schindler of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations (Reform), President William F. Schulz of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, and founder-moderator Troy D. Perry of the 
homosexual-oriented Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches. 


Sherry said Stated Clerk James E. Andrews of the Presbyterian Church, another 
NCC member, had earlier called for ending the ban. 


President Bill Clinton, carrying out a campaign pledge, moved earlier this 
year to eliminate the restriction. But deep resistance from much of the 
military and congressional leadership led him to delay action, and the issue 
received major attention during the 25 April march in Washington by hundreds 
of thousands of homosexuals and their supporters. 


Sherry told the congressional committee that he and the other religious 
leaders took their position "for theological and biblical reasons". Contrary 
to assumptions of many people, he said, the church has not always opposed 
homosexuality, but has sometimes been tolerant. And while interpretation of 
"the six brief references to homosexuality" in the Bible is debated, he said, 
the core of biblical teaching is clear: "the need for love to be at the 
centre of our lives and an overriding concern for justice and mercy for the 
oppressed". 


Widely expressed fears that military personnel will not accept homosexuals 
into their ranks should not be used as justification for continuing current 
policy, Sherry argued. "Commanding officers can be responsible for ensuring 
that sexism, racism and homophobia are ‘not supported or condoned in their 
units", he said. 


Sherry said his denomination had ordained homosexuals since 1972 and had 
maintained a policy position opposing discrimination against homosexuals since 
1975. "While the religious community and the nation are still in the midst of 
a profound and difficult debate about the moral character of various forms of 
sexual behaviour", Sherry said, "there is a growing conviction that sexual 
orientation, in and of itself, is not an adequate or appropriate basis for 
judging others any more than is one’s gender, race or ethnic background." [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.52 


Mexican poverty soaring to intolerable levels, says church leader 
In its first major public statement since the resumption of official relations 
between the Vatican and the Mexican government seven months ago, the Catholic 
Church said poverty levels in Mexico had reached intolerable levels and 
created a "grave crisis of social inequality", says a report appearing in the 
29 April issue of Latinamerica Press. "Many have the impression that two 
Mexicos are being built: one immense, hungry and underdeveloped; the other 


small, rich, modern, and international", said Adolfo Sudérez, president of the 
Mexican Bishops Conference. [EPS] 


EPS S3.05.53 
British Anglican leader to "reconcile" with Rome? (‘Robert Nowell) 


The former Bishop of London, Graham Leonard, has announced his intention of 
seeking reconciliation with Rome following the Church of England’s decision 
to ordain women priests and the 23 April response by the Catholic bishops of 
England and Wales week to Anglicans thinking of taking the "Roman option" [EPS 
93.05.25]. 


Leonard, who retired two years ago, has been the Church of England’s most 
prominent opponent of the ordination of women priests, and has been engaged 
in discussions with Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, about the 
possibilities open for Anglicans seeking reconciliation with Rome. 


The announcement appeared in the Roman Catholic weekly, The Tablet, which 
asked him if he had yet decided whether or not he would become a Roman 
Catholic. "I intend to respond to the bishops’ statement by seeking 
reconciliation with the Holy See at the appropriate time", he replied. "When 
that will be is a matter on which I will seek the advice of Cardinal Hume." 


Asked what he meant by "the appropriate time", Leonard pointed out that in the 
discussions he and other Anglican clergy have been engaged in with Hume, there 
were a number of things still to be worked out - "not least, of course, the 
position of a retired Anglican bishop". 


Asked if he would seek ordination as a Catholic, Leonard, who soon will be 72, 
said he had deliberately used the phrase "seeking reconciliation with the Holy 
See" in order to leave the thing open. The cardinal had talked about the 
fulfilment of Anglican priests’ ministry through ordination as Catholic 
priests, but "I do not know what he has in mind for me". 


Asked if he would be prepared to end up as an ordinary Roman Catholic layman, 
Leonard said: "Not a layman, because that has been made clear right through. 
One of the things that rejoiced my heart was when he said we do not have to 
deny our existing [ministry]... Certainly the cardinal has never given the 
slightest indication that that would be what would be required." 


Leonard quoted what he had written in the issue of the Catholic Herald of 29 
April: "On the question of Anglican orders, those Anglicans who have taken 
part in the discussions have always recognized that they have exercised them 
in isolation from the Universal Church and that if they were to be accepted 
as Roman Catholic priests some action would be needed. 


"The cardinal said that while we would need absolute ordination so that there 
would be no doubt, this would however take place in the context of what the 
decree on ecumenism of Vatican II said about the ministries of separated 
churches." 


When it was put to him that without ordination Anglican priests from the point 
of view of a Catholic canon lawyer would technically be laymen, he said: 


"Well, I don’t know, because the cardinal wouldn’t say that, I think. He 
would say that their status has not been determined by Vatican II... There 
is a grey area there which has got to be resolved." [EPS] 


(“Robert Nowell is a UK-based freelance writer) 


EPS 93.05.54 
South Africa: Tutu calls for swift political reform 


Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu has called for urgent 
political action to defuse the volatile climate of violence in South Africa 
ignited by the assassination (10 April) of veteran African National Congress 
leader Chris Hani [EPS 93.04.31]. 


A report of 30 April from the US-based Episcopal News Service (ENS) says that 
the church leader suggested that the assassination of Hani was "designed to 
derail the negotiation process". He supported three steps necessary for future 
Stability in the country, including the announcement of a date for the first 
democratic elections, the establishment of a transitional, multiparty 
governing authority and the consequent establishment of a multiparty control 
of the security forces. "Until that happens I don’t think we are going to have 
a handle on the violence that has become so endemic in our society", the ENS 
report said. [EPS] 


EPS 793./05:55 
Canadian church leaders condemn use of religion in ex-Yugoslavia 


The leaders of 11 Canadian denominations and the president of the Canadian 
Council of Churches issued a statement (3 May) in response to human suffering 
in the former Yugoslavia and called for commitment to reconciliation and co- 
existence in the region. 


The statement said: "The moral dilemmas of the conflict, where an arms 
blockade gives military advantage to one side over others, and where 
assistance to asylum seekers appears to accommodate the ethnic cleansing 
policies we want to oppose, have weakened and confused international efforts 
to reach a diplomatic solution to the conflict, and to bring the fighting to 
an end". 


The church leaders added that they "express these concerns with a deep 
awareness of the use of religion on all sides to justify repression and 
military aggression. This must be confronted and condemned in the face of a 
God who makes no distinctions in the name of justice", the statement said and 
added: "We must stand ready to do all we can to help". 


They said that only an end to the fighting and the eradication of the root 
causes of the conflict would engender "respect for human rights, delivery of 
humanitarian assistance, reconstruction, and the formation of open civil 
societies". 


The church leaders said that as the conflict there has escalated, the 
suffering of the civilian population has become increasingly brutal. "With our 
brothers and sisters in the Orthodox, Catholic, and Muslim communities of the 
region, we are repulsed by and condemn the rape of women and girls...". 


They urged the United Nations to take immediate action to protect women and 
children victimized by intentional acts of sexual abuse and violence, and to 
establish a documentation team in order that perpetrators may be brought to 
trial. They also urged the Canadian government to provide funds and services 
for victims \of, trauma, resulting from the..confilict:. 


On the response of the UN to the needs of the victims of the war, the church 
leaders said it was "crucial" that "the assistance continue as long as the 
crisis exists". 


"We look with particular sensitivity to the needs of Muslims who have been 
affected by the fighting in ways that have threatened their existence as a 
community", the church leaders said. They added that while they support 
additional policing action by the UN, they cannot support a major military 
intervention of a combat force. Rather, they said, efforts to deliver 
humanitarian assistance should be assisted and protected with minimal military 
force. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.56 
South African religious leaders to plan for elections 


Religious leaders and electoral experts from South Africa, Zimbabwe, Angola, 
Namibia, Kenya, the United States and the Organization for African Unity 
gathered ( 10-12 May) for a seminar on Electoral Justice facilitated by the 
Justice and Social Ministries department of the South African Council of 


Churches (SACC) and the US-based Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under the 
Law. 


The seminar, held to discuss how to ensure free and fair elections in the 
first multi-racial polls in South Africa, was also attended by participants 
from the South African [Roman] Catholic Bishops’ Conference, the Christian 
Service Organizational Network, the Council of African Independent Churches 
and the World Conference on Religion and Peace. 


According to a press release from the SACC of 4 May, participants were to 
select a panel including members of all religious faiths in South Africa to 
oversee a nationwide structure that will monitor the transition process, 


including the pre-election campaign, actual polling and the post-election 
period. 


At the end of the seminar, the religious leaders were expected to issue a 
position statement giving directives on voter education, voter eligibility, 
verification of ballot tallies, minimization of violence and intimidation, and 
a code of conduct for the elections. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.57 
Human rights violations in Sudan condemned 


The US-based News Network International (NNI) reports that lawmakers from 
European and Third World countries have criticized Sudan’s government for 
attempting to "Islamize" the country’s non-Muslim people, particularly those 
from the war-torn Christian and animist south. 


The 26 April report said that a resolution passed by the joint assembly of the 
Africa, Caribbean and Pacific States and the European Economic Community (ACP- 
EEC) insisted that Sudan’s government "stop the implementation of any kind of 
pressure in order to Islamize the population". 


The condemnation comes amidst growing international pressure on Sudan to 
answer to persistent and well-documented reports of persecution and 
discrimination of non-Arab, non-Muslim groups in the country. 


The meeting, which took place in the Botswana capital of Gaborone 

(29 March-2 April), urged Sudan to safeguard "peace and justice, minority 
rights, equal opportunities and freedom to all its citizens regardless of 
religion, race or language". 


The NNI report added that the meeting condemned the Sudanese government for 
forcibly relocating thousands of mainly Christian Nuba people. It also lashed 
out against the country’s Islamic leadership for its "avowed policy of 
organizing the country by making Arabic the national language, Islam the 
national religion and Sharia (Islamic Law) the national law". 


Participants also expressed concern about reports of "genocidal violence" in 
the civil war zones of southern Sudan, southern Kordofan, southern Darfur and 
the Blue Nile. They said that paramilitary and security forces in these areas 
"appear to feel uninhibited by any need to respect civilian human dignity". 


The NNI report went on to say that the international community and the 
European Community in particular were asked to continue exerting economic and 
diplomatic pressure on the government and the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA) to end the bloody 10-year civil war. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.58 
European church body urges focus on environment 


Swiss pastor Christopher Sttckelberger told an ecumenical worship service for 
NGO participants in the "Environment for Europe" conference held in 
Lucerne/Switzerland (28-30 April), that inhabitants of this planet "are 
stewards, not owners of the earth". He was speaking in a reflection titled, 
"Environmental policies need environmental ethics as their foundation", a 
press release of 30 April from the Geneva-based European Conference of 
Churches (CEC) stated. 


Another speaker, Swiss Federal Councillor Ruth Dreifuss, told the participants 
that "all of us must work together with a view to future prosperity, harmony, 
peace, social solidarity and ecological responsibility". 


According to the CEC press release, the meeting in Lucerne is one of the most 
important meetings on environmental problems being held in Europe this year. 
"Our cooperation towards convergence on environmental quality and policies in 
Europe represents a strong integrating force and provides one of the corner- 
stones for the construction of the new Europe", says the declaration adopted 
by environmental ministers from 50 countries. The conference emphasises a 
short-term environmental action programme for Central and Eastern Europe as 
well as indicating first steps towards an environmental programme for the 
whole continent. 


The CEC, a fellowship of 115 European Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant and Old 
Catholic Churches, was one of six organizations from the non-governmental 
sector invited to participate in the meeting, the press release said. 


It added: "The CEC therefore welcomes the efforts of the Lucerne Conference 
to implement principles of sustainable development, in particular its efforts 
to support Eastern European countries in a difficult period of transition. It 
appeals to Western European governments to make resources available to 
implement the adopted programme". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.59 
US ministers say media more influential on people than religion 


Baptist Press reports that nearly 80 per cent of US ministers and priests 
responding to a recent survey agreed with the statement that the news media 
influence people’s thinking and acting more than religion does. Asked the same 
question, religion writers and newspaper editors disagreed by a 5 to 3 margin. 


Preliminary findings of the poll, which was taken by Vanderbilt University 
(Nashville, Tennessee), were reported at a meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Historical Society at the end of April. Complete results will be released 
later this year. 


Los Angeles Times religion editor John Dart, a visiting scholar at Vanderbilt, 
said conservative clergy surveyed - those who identified themselves as 
"evangelical" or "fundamentalist" - were "the most pessimistic about the 
influence of religion in personal lives and in public affairs, the great 
majority... saying that religion was losing influence". Dart added that an 
overwhelming percentage of these ministers see news reporting as biased 
against ministers and organized religion - a judgement widely rejected by the 
journalists surveyed. 


Dart disagreed with those who blame discontent with religious news coverage 
in the media on "an irreligious, non-believing press", citing a recent survey 
finding that "religion writers... tend to be more religious than the general 
public". He suggested that the difficulties have to do with "faith’s current 
confusion in society at large. Religion has become privatized today..., not 
usually talked about in day-to-day conversation and business." 


Aggravating the situation, he said, are "the recognized liberal-conservative 
divisions that exist in most denominations. Few church bodies can truly speak 
with a unified voice, and even then represent only a small proportion of 
people in an increasingly religiously pluralistic society." [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.60 
UK: Church communication body on safety of Guatemalan workers 


The London-based World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) has sent 
a letter to President Jorge Serrano Elias of Guatemala urging him to protect 
24 Guatemalans who have recently received threats to their lives, says a 
report appearing in the April issue of Action, the WACC newsletter. 


The 24 citizens work in non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the fields 
of human rights, education, pastoral ministry and in support of indigenous 
communities. 


According to the report, harassment of NGO workers has increased noticeably 
since Guatemala’s indigenous leader, Rigoberta Menchu, was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize last October. The government responded with a renewed crackdown 
against the popular democratic movement. 


The letter, which was signed by General Secretary Carlos Valle and President 
Randy L. Naylor, stated in part: "... we write to express our deep concern for 
those representatives of non-governmental organizations who have received 
threats during the last few days. 


"We appeal to your government to take immediate measures to ensure the 
freedom, security and integrity of those people who have been threatened". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.05.61 
Philippine Independent Church has new leader 
The Philippine Independent Church has a new supreme bishop following elections 
held (8 May) during the church’s general assembly. Bishop Alberto B. Ramento 
of the Diocese of Cavite was elected the church’s ninth supreme bishop by the 
206 delegates to the assembly. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.62 
Education in a multi-faith society, meeting held 


What is the role of religious education in enabling people to live together 
in a religiously plural world? How can one learn one’s own faith, and one’s 
neighbour’s faith in ways that promote mutual trust, peace and social harmony? 
What practical steps can be taken to help the churches in their search for an 
education programme appropriate for a multi-faith society? 


These questions became the focus of an international consultation sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches’ education stream of the Programme Unit on 
Life, Education & Mission, in cooperation with the Postgraduate Programme on 
Religion and Society of the Satya Wacana Christian University, Salatiga, 
Indonesia, from 2-8 May 1993. 


The consultation, held near Salatiga, brought together participants from 
twelve nations where Christians live in close proximity to people of other 
religious traditions. Case studies were presented from several situations 
such as Lebanon, Malaysia, Great Britain, India, The Netherlands, Nigeria and 
Indonesia. Participants also brought to the consultation a considerable 
amount of educational material produced in different parts of the world. 


The primary aim of the consultation was to examine a process of Christian 
Religious Education that would develop in Christians an awareness of religious 
plurality and an understanding of people of other faiths as members of the one 
family of God. Such a process should have as its goals the overcoming of the 
fear within ourselves and fear of the other, growing in confidence in one’s 
own faith that enables one to be open to others, building up of mutual trust 
and an informed understanding of the faith by which others live. 


To this end, the consultation worked on issues of educational methods, 
materials, curricula and training of facilitators that would be necessary for 
a broad programme of Christian Education for life in a multi-faith society. 
"What we have done here", said Teny Pirri-Simonian, the WCC staff person 
responsible for the meeting, "is a framework for such an educational effort; 
we will now need to work on a regional basis to enable the churches to adapt 
them to suit the particular cultural, confessional and historical situation". 


Welcoming the group, the Vice Chancellor of the Satya Wacana Christian 
University, Willi Toisuta, who had hosted the meeting, said that he hoped that 
this is only the beginning of the collaboration between the WCC and the 
university. He stressed the importance of the collaboration between the WCC 
and the academic community in facing the common issues of our time. The 
findings of the meeting in its final form would be made widely available to 
the churches. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.63 
Plans for second European ecumenical assembly expressed 


The Joint Committee of the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches (CEC) 
and the Council of European Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE) 
confirms its desire to support the convening of a Second European Ecumenical 
Assembly before the end of the millennium, says a press release of 21 May from 
the CEC. 


The Committee appointed a working group to prepare a draft resolution by 
October this year for presentation to the committees of the two bodies for 
their final decision. 


The object of the initiative, the release said, is to invite all churches and 
Christians to give practical expression to the Christian witness of 
reconciliation for the present time, in a Europe which is undergoing radical 
changes and is characterized by a variety of divisions and conflicts and by 
a profound disorientation. 


According to the release, following the CEC assembly in Prague last year, and 
the CCEE assembly in Rome last month, new members have been appointed to the 
Joint Committee of the two bodies. 


The plans for the Second European Ecumenical Assembly were reached during a 
Meeting in Limassol, Cyprus (5-8 May), at the invitation of the Orthodox 
Church in Cyprus and of its leader, Metropolitan Chrysanthos. The release 


EPS 93.05.64 
US: Church leaders shocked by workers’ conditions at frontier 


The proposed North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) offers a "window of 
opportunity" to seek remedies to the exploitation of workers and environment 
by US and Canadian corporations operating along the US-Mexican border. This 
conclusion was reached by a tri-national church leaders’ team following a 
pastoral visit (29-30 April) to the industrial parks and colonias (workers’ 
communities) in the lower Rio Grande Valley. 


A press release from the (US) National Council of Churches (NCC) of 30 April 
said that the pastoral visit was called for by participants in the October 
1992 "La Frontera Consultation on the US-Mexican Border", which initiated an 
ongoing ecumenical, tri-national collaboration of national, regional and local 
bodies concerned about border issues. 


Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary of the NCC, said that the delegation 
was shocked "to see that we’re dealing essentially with a ‘Third World’ 
Situation within our country". She added: "There is profound human suffering 
in and around the U.S. corporations operating on the border. The churches need 
to be involved in the policy debate on free trade, and to call both government 
and business to account on exploitation of workers and environmental abuse", 
the press release added. 


According to the NCC, more than 2000 maquiladora factories have been 
established just south of the border by US corporations since the free trade 
zone was opened to them in 1965. The factories, says the NCC, employ more than 
500 000 workers, primarily in assembly of parts manufactured elsewhere; thus 
the name maquiladoras, which, loosely translated, means "mills for processing 
other peoples’ grain". 


The release said that the corporations are exploiting the abundant, cheap 
Mexican labour, paying workers as little as four to seven US dollars a day. 
Workers consequently can afford little more than scrapwood shacks in colonias 
that lack proper water and sewage treatment, paved roads and electricity. 


Among those who were in the delegation that visited the border region were 
Bruce McLeod, president of the Canadian Council of Churches, Moises Mendez, 
president of the Mexican Protestant Federation, Paul H. Sherry, president of 
the United Church of Christ, and Robert Hoyt of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.65 
Poor Brazilian women systematically sterilised? 


A systematic process of sterilisation of poor Brazilian women is going on in 
the outskirts of large cities, says Antonio Aparecido da Silva, president of 
the Brazilian Society of Theological Studies and Religious Science. 


A report appearing in the 8 May issue of The Tablet, a UK-based Roman Catholic 
weekly, said da Silva made the revelations in an interview he had with KIPA, 
the Swiss Catholic News Agency. Da Silva said the surgery is often carried out 
in arbitrary fashion on mostly young black women who are unaware of what is 
happening and who have not been given adequate advice and information. "Though 
Brazil does not use the same methods as South Africa", he said, "racism here 
is just as deplorable". 


According to The Tablet report, it is nearly always the woman who is 
sterilised, not the man, although that operation is much simpler and cheaper. 
Information about other methods of family planning is not provided. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.66 


US: head of NCC’s Church World Service to leave post 

The head of Church World Service, a unit of the (US) National Council of 
Churches (NCC) which works with partners in more than 70 countries around the 
world in relief, mission, development and refugee assistance, is leaving her 
post, Says a press release from the NCC. Lani J. Havens announced, 12 May, 
that she will not seek renewal of her contract when it expires this September 
because of lack of organizational clarity for Church World Service, Inc., in 
the current "process of transformation". Proposals for the restructuring of 
the NCC were presented (12-13 April) to executives of denominational agencies 
and communion heads by General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell, who told them 
"I do not think we can continue as we are" [EPS 93.05.05]. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.67 
Egypt: case of five men charged with "missionary" work to proceed 


An Egyptian court has decided to proceed with an investigation of three 
Americans, a New Zealander and an Egyptian arrested for allegedly forming a 
"secret organization" and conducting Christian "missionary" activity, reports 
US-based News Network International (NNI) of 26 April. 


The report said that a pre-trial judicial investigation, known as Niyaba, 
determined on 18 April to proceed with the criminal investigation of the five 
people. 


Prior to the court’s decision, US Secretary of State Warren Christopher raised 
the case of the Americans with the Egyptian foreign minister during a visit 
to the US by Egypt’s President Hosni Mubarak, according to NNI. 


A letter sent by 28 US members of Congress before Mubarak’s visit to the US 
asked President Bill Clinton to raise the cases with Mubarak at their 6 April 
meeting. Congressional sources, however, confirmed that Christopher raised the 
matter with Foreign Minister Amre Mahmoud Moussa of Egypt. 


The NNI report said that the charges against the five men are unclear, but 
they are reportedly being held on suspicion of "the crime of exploiting 
religion to debase Islam and to foment sectarian sedition". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.68 
Bophuthatswana: church leaders on human rights abuses 


A delegation of church leaders in South Africa met President Lucas Mangope of 
the "homeland" of Bophuthatswana to discuss the continuing violation of human 
rights there. 


A press statement (6 May) from the Johannesburg-based Ecumenical Monitoring 
Programme in South Africa (EMPSA) said the meeting was requested by the 
National Church Leaders Meeting, after harassment and temporary detention by 
the homeland police of two international church monitors from the EMPSA in 
March [EPS 93.03.81]. 


In a letter sent to President Mangope before the meeting, the church leaders 
expressed "deep concern and outrage at reports of infringements of human 
rights in Bophuthatswana". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.69 
Theology of reconstruction needed to deal with Africa’s problems 


A meeting of theologians from eastern Africa has underlined. the need for a 
more effective theology for the churches in Africa, says a report from the All 
Africa Press Service. 


The participants at the 13-19 April meeting in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, of the 
Association of Theological Institutions in Eastern Africa, noted with concern 
that "some of the currently emerging social, economic, political and religious 
issues, such as Islam, religious fundamentalism and political pluralism, call 
for a new theological approach". 


The theologians described the "yesteryear theology" which Africa’s churches 
are using as "lukewarm" in dealing with the many issues facing them. 


The head of the theology programme of the Kenya-based All Africa Conference 
of Churches, Andre Karamaga, told the theologians that the AACC is engaged in 
helping its member churches promote a new approach to theological matters 
under the slogan "theology of reconstruction". 


He said that this new theology "should encourage Africans to come face to face 
with God and to create better conditions in the different areas". 


While the region’s churches have done well by importing theology from 
elsewhere, he said, it is high time that they establish their own, hence the 
need for a theology of reconstruction, Karamaga said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.70 
France: church campaigners against racism say scourge still rife 


Six months after beginning a campaign against racism, leaders of French 
churches and movements say the issues at stake remain as critical as ever, 
particularly in the face of persistent unemployment and the prospect of new 
parliamentary debates on nationality and the rights of foreigners. 


The ecumenical appeal "To Receive the Stranger" was launched by the member 
churches of the Council of Christian Churches in France and signed by about 
70 representatives of youth groups, Catholic and Protestant action movements, 
communities of foreigners and radio stations. A first evaluation of the 
campaign took place at the end of April in Paris. 


Summarizing the evaluation, Geneviéve Jacques, general secretary of the 
ecumenical agency CIMADE, and Jean-Frangois Berjonneau, general secretary of 
the Catholic bishops’ commission on migration, underlined the need for 
increased efforts in the area of shaping public opinion, especially with 
regard to the stereotyping, scapegoating and fear of "the other" engendered 
by the economic crisis. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.71 
Vatican councils on culture, dialogue merged 


Vatican officials released on 4 May the text of a 25 March papal decree 
combining two pontifical councils - for culture and for dialogue with non- 
believers - into a new Pontifical Council for Culture, which will have two 
sections: Faith and Culture and Dialogue with Cultures. The president of the 
new council will be Cardinal Paul Poupard. 


Among the tasks of the council will be promoting "the encounter between the 
gospel message of salvation and the cultures of our times, often marked by 
unbelief and religious indifference, so that they open themselves increasingly 
to the Christian faith, the creator of culture and source of inspiration for 
the sciences, letters and arts". It will also seek "to establish dialogue with 
those who do not believe in God or profess any religion wherever they are 
ready for sincere collaboration". 


The same papal decree created a separate pontifical commission for the 
cultural heritage of the Church, previously part of the Congregation of the 
Clergy. Its president will also be a member of the Council for Culture. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.72 
Guatemala: attacks on street children on increase 


Attacks on street children in Guatemala have increased in recent months, 
according to representatives of ACAT, the ecumenical Action of Christians for 
the Abolition of Torture. 


ACAT officials in Paris cited information received from Casa Alianza, a 
shelter for street children in Guatemala City, about the recent torture of a 
15-year-old and continuing attacks and death threats against their staff. 
Julio Cesar Reyez was detained by police while going to a mass marking the 
third anniversary of the killing by police of another homeless youth. 
According to the Catholic press agency APIC, Reyez was burned 29 times on the 
hand and arms by cigarettes after police accused him of lacking identity 
papers. He fled to a hospital where he was treated for second degree burns and 
has since been evacuated to Casa Alianza in the Honduran capital Tégucigalpa. 


Casa Alianza director Bruce Harris, himself the recipient of death threats, 
has urged that protest letters be written to European parliamentarians "asking 
that the European Commission intervene immediately with the Guatemalan 
government so that this form of institutionalized violence against street 
children be halted". [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.73 
Non-Catholics opposed to Poland being called "Catholic" 
Polish Orthodox and Protestant churches are determined to prevent the country 
from being described as "Catholic" in the new constitution, according to a 
report in the German Protestant press service EPD. Lutheran Bishop Jan Szarek, 
president of the Polish Ecumenical Council, said during a recent visit to 
Germany that on this issue the non-Catholic churches, whose total membership 
is about one million, are in agreement with many Polish intellectuals. He 
added that a committee of the ecumenical body hopes to have an opportunity to 
convey its opinion to the parliament. 


EPS 93.05.74 
Canadian Christians surveyed 
In a poll - claimed to be the most comprehensive examination yet of faith in 
Canada - over three quarters of the population identified themselves with a 
Christian denomination, and two thirds said they believed that Christ was the 
divine son of God, according to a report appearing in the The Tablet of 1 May. 
The survey, which took place during the first quarter of 1993, was carried out 
by the Angus Reid Group and historian George Rawlyk of Queen’s University, and 
involved over 4500 telephone interviews. Of the replies received, 29 per 
cent of adults pray daily, 23 per cent attend religious services at least one 
a week or so, and 20 per cent read the Bible at least weekly. Ninety-one per 
cent of Roman Catholics approved of artificial birth control, and 84 per cent 
would allow priests to marry. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.75 
Finland: quizzes spur children to read the Bible 
According to a report appearing in News from the Church of Finland, a Bible 
competition begun in Finnish schools and congregations last autumn and 
organized by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland (ELCF) to publicize 
the new Finnish translation of the Bible, engaged the interest of about 
60 000 people all over Finland. Over half of the 598 ELCF congregations, 
Adventist, Baptist and Pentecostal congregations, and 1300 schools took part 
in the competition which was linked to the ELCF Bible year theme Food for 
Life. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.76 
Lefebvrists report Vatican approaches 
The Tablet reports (1 May) that the Vatican has repeatedly offered to "reopen 
conversations" with the schismatic Society of St Pius X. Franz Schmidberger, 
head of the society, made the announcement in a letter addressed to "friends 
and benefactors", but said it was not interested in making peace with the 
post-conciliar Catholic church. He” Saia: “soe long ds” the Spirit (Of ) the 
Council is not completely done away with and certain Council texts are not 
revised, that poisoned source is sure to go on infecting the entire life of 
the church." Archbishop Lefebvre, who founded the Swiss-based society, was 
deeply opposed to the teachings of the Second Vatican Council and was 
excommunicated in 1988 when he consecrated four bishops in defiance of the 
Vatican. He died in 1991. [EPS] 


} OP SAS AIRS I Dal hy ff 
Mozambique: church council mourns its leader 
The Christian Council of Mozambique has announced the death on 26 April of 
Bishop Isaac David Mahlalela, its first general secretary. The funeral took 
place on 6 May. [EPS] 


EPS 93.05.78 
Ecutext: Spiritual Significance of Jerusalem 


The following joint statement was issued by participants in "The Spiritual 
Significance of Jerusalem for Jews, Christians and Muslims" convened by the 
World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, the Holy See’s 
Commission for Religious Relations with Jews and the Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious Dialogue, after their meeting (2-6 May) at Glion, Switzerland. 
The colloquium brought together about thirty participants, Jews, Christians 
and Muslims, the majority of which came from Jerusalem and its surroundings, 
but also from Europe and the USA. The participants did not represent any 
organizations but were chosen ad personam. 


This Holy City holds universal spiritual significance to all for whom the 
ultimate truth is the God of Abraham. Our passionate debates have also made 
it clear that there are strongly held views which still threaten to divide us. 
...In the face of suspicion and fear which have created a sense of 
hopelessness among our peoples, we are determined to raise up signs of hope 
that the City of Jerusalem might yet be a city of peace and reconciliation. 


During the three days of our meeting, the participants in our colloquium moved 
from sharp disagreement to a greater mutual understanding and agreement. The 
participants sought to formulate a general statement of principles. Some 
participants expressed their reservations about various aspects of the 
statement as formulated, but felt strongly that this dialogue has to continue. 


Joint Statement: 


We come together in dialogue, as Jews, Christians, and Muslims, as men and 
women of faith committed to our respective traditions: 


or We agree that religion should foster rather than hamper efforts to 
achieve peace. The Abrahamic tradition to which we are the heirs reminds us 
of our distinctive identities as well as our shared heritage. The shared 
heritage and belief in One God which sees human beings as God’s most noble 
creation summon all believers to be peace-makers. We affirm the holiness of 
the city of Jerusalem for all three faiths and recognize the rights of all to 
worship in their own ways. We affirm that the claims we make in the names 
of our traditions must not be mutually exclusive. 


2 We are prepared to confront the responsibility for the past and the 
future life of the city but without overlooking the alarming prevailing 
conditions in Jerusalem. We wish to move beyond dialogue and move towards 


a just and enduring peace in the city, a peace which recognizes the 
Palestinian and Israeli dimensions of the issue. We pray that all Jerusalem's 
inhabitants may enjoy peace, justice and respect for their human and national 
rights. 


Sie We commit ourselves to work to guarantee the sanctity of the city. In 
so doing we commit ourselves to continue to listen to one another, 
acknowledging each other’s voice, honouring the respective attachments in 
order to maintain Jerusalem’s uniqueness. 


4. In the efforts to preserve the sacred character of the city, maintaining 
the delicate historical, architectural and demographic balance, the hopes, 
fears and aspirations of the local communities must be seriously taken into 
account. 


5. We affirm the sanctity of every individual’s life, integrity and property 
and we condemn all violence and violations of human and national rights. 


6. As Jerusalem is the City of Peace, this peace must be based on justice 
and not be maintained by any military force. A just peace will encompass 
economic, educational and social development for all as well as a common 
struggle to preserve the environment which is one of the many blessings of 
God. 


As the peace process continues we ask the negotiators to give serious 
consideration to the contents of this statement. We pray that Jerusalem will 
always be a place of justice, reconciliation, and dialogue for the two 
nations, Palestinian and Israeli, and the three monotheistic faiths, in order 
that its unique character may contribute, nurture, and sustain this justice, 
peace, love, and reconciliation and coexistence and thus become a blessing to 
all the families of the earth. [EPS] 
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REKKKKEKEKREERKERKEEE 


The World Council of Churches has the following vacancies at its Geneva 
headquarters in Switzerland. Full details of each position together with the 
conditions of service and application forms may be obtained from, and must be 
returned - by the closing date shown in brackets - to: The Personnel Office, 
World Council of Churches, 150 Route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland. 


- Magazine Editor for "One World" magazine in the Office of Communications, 
General Secretariat (20.07.93). 


- Proposals and Reports Coordinator, Office of Income Coordination and 
Development, General Secretariat (20.07.93). 


- Director of the Secretariat of the Commission on Faith and Order, Programme 
Unit I - Unity and Renewal (30.09.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Faith and Order-Ecclesial Unity Stream, Programme 
Unit I - Unity and Renewal (30.09.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Health and Healing, Programme Unit II - Life, 
Education and Mission (20.07.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Urban Rural Mission, Programme Unit II - Life, 
Education and Mission (20.07.93). 


- Executive Secretary for Refugees, Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service 
(2007 '93 )". 


- Executive Secretary for Europe, Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service 
(20.07.93) 


REKEKREKKRKEKERKKERKEEK 


Just a note to say that my time here at the Ecumenical Press Service has come 
to an end and it is time to move on. You may wish to know that I have been 
appointed Director of the Africa Literature Centre (ALC), a pan-African, 
Church-supported school of journalism, art and design located on the Mindolo 
Ecumenical Foundation (MEF) campus, in the Zambian city of Kitwe. 


Established in 1958, the ALC was set up to train communicators for the 
churches in Africa, but over the years, the Centre has attracted students from 
all over the world and has, among its alumni, leading journalists serving both 
the secular as well as the church-related media both in Africa and elsewhere. 

My contact address from now on is as follows: Africa Literature Centre, P.O. 
Box 21319, Kitwe, Zambia. Tel: (260-2) 21 07 65. Telex: ZA 52050. 


Until our ecumenical paths cross again, keep well and God bless. 


Ken Sililo Mubu 


ee EPS 93.06.01 
WCC delegation to attend UN Conference on Human Rights 


As many as 5000 people are expected in Vienna for the UN-sponsored World 
Conference on Human Rights (13-25 June) and the forum on human rights for 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) immediately preceding it (10-12 June). 
Among those attending will be a 14-member delegation from the World Council 
of Churches. 


In addition to staff, the WCC delegation includes one representative from each 
of the eight regions of the world (selected in consultation with the regional 
ecumenical organizations), a youth participant (chosen in connection with the 
forthcoming Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students to be held in 
Brazil) and one person coming from the indigenous communities of Central 
America (in recognition of 1993 as the UN Year of Indigenous Peoples). Most 
of the WCC team, including six of the eight regional participants, are women. 


Against the background of major changes in the world in the late 1980s, the 
UN General Assembly called the conference (the first of its kind in 25 years) 
in December 1990. Its stated aims are (1) to review and assess progress in 
human rights since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted in 
1948, (2) to identify obstacles to the advancement of human rights and ways 
of overcoming them, (3) to examine the link between development and economic, 
social?;*) ‘ctiltural.,. “civil ; “and? "political rights, (4) to evaluate the 
effectiveness of UN human rights work and (5) to recommend ways to ensure 
financial and other resources for UN human rights activities. 


But UN preparations for the conference have been marred by serious disputes 
over both substance and procedure; and the preparatory committee, despite 
extending its last meeting in Geneva in April from one to two weeks, failed 
to resolve many issues in the draft for the final conference document. 


As a result, says Charles Harper of the international affairs, peace and human 
rights team (CCIA) of the WCC’s programme unit on Justice, Peace and Creation, 
the conference itself "has been somewhat downgraded from what was originally 
hoped for. No heads of government and few ministerial-level government 
representatives are expected to attend." 


Only three regional preparatory meetings were held, all in the south: in Tunis 
(for Africa), in San Jose, Costa Rica (for Latin America and the Caribbean) 
and in Bangkok (for Asia and the Pacific). Harper notes that ecumenical bodies 
in these regions were significantly represented at each of these meetings. 


CCIA staff member Clement John expressed concern that the disagreements 
surrounding the conference "may indicate that the global community has emerged 
from the East-West framework for discussing human rights only to get caught 
up. in a North-South conflict. If that is the case, if the whole issue of human 
rights is dealt with in a confrontational manner, protection of human rights 
is bound to suffer." John believes that the worldwide ecumenical community and 
the WCC have an important role to play in seeking to avoid that. 


Among areas of substantial disagreement which have emerged in preparing the 
conference are the universality of human rights and the rights of a people to 
self-determination and to development. 


John notes that some countries are arguing, under Islamic influence, that 
human rights should be based on religious values and that this may lead to 
differences from existing secular-based international human rights standards, 
for example on the issue of the right to freedom of expression. "The problem," 
he says, “is that political leaders in some countries tie this line of 
argument into a nationalist appeal in order to deny people their rights. 


"Tt used to be that if you talked about justice, you were dismissed as a 
Marxist; now you are dismissed on nationalist grounds." That can create 
problems for the church, he adds, especially in countries where it is still 
identified with Western colonialism. "Our challenge is to defuse this tension 
by highlighting the liberating aspect of religions." [over] 


human rights/2 


Countries from the South have argued that the West concentrates its human 
rights attention on individual civil and political rights, largely to the 
exclusion of what are sometimes called "second-generation" human rights -- 
economic, social and cultural. 


"They are asking why the right to food should be seen as less important than 
the right to be free from torture," John says. 


There is concern that the proposal from some governments and NGOs to appoint 
a UN High Commissioner for Human Rights will reinforce this focus on 
individual rights, while the right to development, enshrined in a little-noted 
1986 UN declaration, will continue to be downplayed. 


The number of cases in which peoples have insisted on their right to "self- 
determination" has augmented considerably in recent years. A clear example, 
John says, is the question of whether the Tamil minority in Sri Lanka has the 
right to secede from the rest of the country. Similar situations are arising 
in several African countries. 


Harper identified four highlights of the activity planned by the WCC 
delegation in Vienna. First, during the three-day NGO Forum, members of the 
team will be divided among the five working groups: human rights protection, 
minorities and indigenous peoples, women’s rights, development and democracy 
and contemporary trends in human rights violations (racism, xenophobia, ethnic 
violence and religious intolerance). 


At the UN conference itself, they will be seeking to influence the emphases 
of the final document. At the same time, WCC representatives will provide 
input into some of the parallel events which are being organized to highlight 
such issues as the rights of indigenous people. 


Finally, the delegation will take part in an open forum of international 
church representatives organized by the Ecumenical Council of Churches in 
Austria and the Methodist Church. They will also attend a 17 June ecumenical 
service at the Roman Catholic cathedral in Vienna. 


In preparation for the conference, CCIA has published a resource book 
collecting major statements on human rights by the WCC, its member churches 
and other ecumenical bodies. 


The WCC group will cooperate with other churches and ecumenical bodies who are 
sending representatives to the Vienna events, among them the Lutheran World 
Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Evangelical Church in Germany 
and National Council of Churches in the Philippines. The Anglican Consultative 
Council’s representative at UN headquarters in New York, Paul Reeves, is 
chairing the NGO forum. Reeves, a member of the indigenous Maori community, 
is a former Anglican archbishop and governor general of New Zealand and 
preached at the opening service of the WCC’s Seventh Assembly in Canberra, 
Australia. 


Harper recalls that the 1968 world conference on human rights in Teheran was 
followed in 1974 by a WCC-sponsored global consultation in St Pélten, Austria. 
Its work was received by the Fifth Assembly (Nairobi, 1975) and has laid the 
foundations for international ecumenical human rights involvement over the 
past two decades. Now, he says, CCIA is planning to follow the Vienna 
conference with a similar global ecumenical review of human rights policy and 
practice in 1994. It is expected that members of the WCC delegation will 
provide substantial input into the planning of that meeting. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.02 
Philippines: church body has ‘new director for mass media 
The National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP) has appointed Maria 
Luisa A. Ylagan-Cortez, a member of the executive committee of the United 
Church of Christ in the Philippines, as the new executive director of the 
NCCP’s Commission on Mass Media. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.03 
WCC head makes first official visit to Ecumenical Patriarchate 


WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser made his first official visit to Istanbul 
and the headquarters of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople from 7- 
11 May. He was accompanied by Georges Tsetsis, permanent representative of the 
patriarchate at WCC headquarters in Geneva. 


In his words of greeting to the General Secretary, Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomeos I remarked that he and Raiser have known each other for nearly 
twenty years and said he believed the new general secretary’s "well-known 
skills and abilities" and academic and theological background "constitute 
important elements which will enable the WCC to start a new, meaningful and 
promising period in its life and activity". 


Bartholomeos pledged that the patriarchate would continue its "unequivocal 
Support of every WCC activity undertaken to promote Christian unity, to 
proclaim to the world the good news of the gospel, to redress injustices, to 
serve humankind and to alleviate suffering. 


"The WCC is indeed our fellowship," he said. "It is also our home, and we 
intend to stay in it, hoping, however, to find those necessary conditions 
which will enable us to render a meaningful diakonia and. . . to contribute 
to the successful implementation of its aims and, most particularly, to the 
realization of its primary target of visible Christian unity in one faith and 
one sacramental communion." 


In his reply Raiser noted that the WCC is itself "the embodiment of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate’s vision", expressed in a 1920 encyclical which called 
on all churches and Christians to form a koinonia of churches -- the first 
official church proposal for a body like the World Council of Churches. 


He went on to thank the patriarchate for its "numerous initiatives, leading 
role and inspiring contribution to the worldwide ecumenical movement" and 
praised Orthodox church leaders and theologians for articulating "a holistic 
vision of the ecumenical movement, in which unity, mission, sharing in justice 
and diakonia in this secularized and troubled world are intrinsically 
interrelated." 


He also acknowledged the particular ecumenical contributions of Orthodox 
churches in "spirituality and liturgical life, reopening the sources of the 
patristic treasure, the theology of the Holy Trinity and the ecclesiology of 
communion". 


After the exchange of greetings, Raiser had a four-hour session with the 
patriarchate’s standing committee for inter-Christian relations, chaired by 
former WCC Central Committee vice-moderator Metropolitan Chrysostomos. 


Discussions ranged widely over general developments in the WCC, Orthodox 
presence in the Council, relations with Roman Catholics and Protestants, 
involvement in Eastern Europe and the specific ecumenical concerns of the 
patriarchate. 


On the final day of his visit Raiser travelled to the patriarchate’s 
theological school on the island of Halki, in the Sea of Marmara, which has 
been closed since 1971 -- though its library has been maintained -- because 
of Turkish law prohibiting private institutions of higher education. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.04 
African church body on "ethnic cleansing" in Zaire 
A mid-May press release from the Kenya-based All Africa Conference of Churches 
(AACC) says that the ecumenical body "deeply regrets" the political problems 
facing the central African nation of Zaire, and expresses concern at "the so- 
called ethnic cleansing that has been taking place since September 1992 in its 
Shaba province" against the Kasai people. The AACC cited the killing of 1000 
people in the country’s North Kivu province and urged African leaders to 
"recognize and protect the sanctity of life" [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.05 
Ethiopian Patriarch Paulos visits WCC, cooperation on agenda 


The head of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Paulos, wound up a three- 
day visit (3 June) to the Ecumenical Centre, the Geneva headquarters of the 
World Council of Churches, with an affirmation of his church’s commitment to 
the ecumenical movement. Accompanied by Archbishops Mecarios, Garima and 
Timotheos, Bishop Yohannes and Deacon Tewelde, the Patriarch said his 
delegation had a good chance to express crucial points relating to the life 
of his church to various WCC officials with whom the delegation held 
discussions. 


He said that the past 20 years has been a difficult period for both Ethiopia 
and for the Ethiopian Orthodox Church in general because of the oppressive and 
"Godless government" of the deposed dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam. During 
that period, he said, "we lost church leaders including clergy and other 
people. Many people perished, much of the church’s property was confiscated, 
the spiritual heritage of the church was violated, and the lives of many monks 
in their monasteries were disturbed", the Patriarch said, adding that Ethiopia 
now is passing through "a different stage". 


He added: "The harsh and insecure situation has now passed. Our church can now 
speak out and can now be rehabilitated". 


He stated that during the period of Mengistu’s government, relations between 
the World Council of Churches and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church were minimal. 
"We are now here to renew our relationship with the WCC. In order to achieve 
this, we came to explain to this ecumenical body the problems which we have 
been experiencing in the past 20 years". 


He said his church was at the moment engaged in relief, rehabilitation and in 
the healing of the wounds of the past and giving spiritual support to the 
people so that they can stand on their own. "We have come to our partners to 
explain our difficulties and to seek support for our ideas. We are appealing 
to the WCC to support our programmes and, if possible, to send a team to 
assess our programme" of action, he added. 


Commenting on the recent political developments in which the former northern 
province of Eritrea gained independence from Ethiopia, the Patriarch said his 
church wished to see peace, equality, brotherhood and friendship" prevail in 
Ethiopia. "We preach peace and we pray that all Ethiopians will live in peace 
and friendship", he added. 


On the question of an eventual separation of Orthodox churches in Eritrea from 
the EOC the Patriarch said that the issue has not been discussed. He said that 
ecumenical relations between the EOC and another WCC member, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Mekane Yesus, and the Roman Catholic Church were cordial. He 
said that since assuming office, he has met with the leadership of the Mekane 
Yesus church to discuss areas of further cooperation between the two churches. 
"We have to find means of co-existence and this can only be achieved if we 
respect each other and recognise each other’s rights", he stated. 


On state-church relations, he said that the transitional government in 
Ethiopia has stated that there is no connection between state and church 
"whatsoever", adding that his church has seen a "positive" attitude from the 
government. He cited as examples of the improved relations the unblocking of 
one of the doors to the largest cathedral in the capital city of Addis Ababa, 
which had been locked by the previous government. 


Furthermore, the theological college which had been closed is now ready to 
reopen and the main square in the city which had been closed to all religious 
activities is now available for the use of the churches. 


Replying to a question on the expansion of Islam in Ethiopia and in Africa in 
general, Patriarch Paulos said that this is not a problem for Christians in 
Ethiopia alone but for all Christians. "If there is something which disturbs 
peace, whether it is religious or political, it should concern everybody". He 
said he does not believe that the number of Muslims is growing rapidly in 
Ethiopia and added that all Christians should be ready to condemn proselytism. 
"Proselytism is still active even though it has officially been condemned. It 
is a concern for all living bodies and institutions", he said. 


He pleaded with the ecumenical community to assist his people "who are crying 
out for help", adding that although the sound of guns has ended, the Ethiopian 
people "are still faced with many difficulties". [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.06 
Financial matters dominate Church of Scotland assembly agenda 


The financial difficulties facing the Church of Scotland provided the main 
theme throughout much of the week-long meeting of its general assembly in 
Edinburgh (15-21 May). Thus the assembly turned down a plea from George 
Newlands of Glasgow for the reinstatement of the post of chaplain for overseas 
students at Glasgow University, while it learned that the funding of the 
comparable post at Edinburgh is also under threat, writes Robert Nowell. 


However, when it came to ministers’ stipends the assembly voted by a 
considerable majority in favour of making a special effort to increase the 
minimum stipend - fixed for 1993 at 14 085 UK pounds with a manse, a 6 percent 
increase over the previous year - by "a substantial amount". The assembly also 
endorsed the policy adopted in 1966 of trying to achieve a minimum stipend 
equivalent to the average earnings of non-manual workers in Scotland - a 
figure some 5000 pounds above the present minimum stipend. George Thomas, 
convenor of the Board of Stewardship and Finance, said that this would cost 
about 6 million pounds a year. "Where will the money come from?", he asked. 


But this policy of seeking to increase the minimum stipend was bitterly 
opposed by some ministers, who thought they risked alienating themselves from 
their congregations by wanting to become even better off than they already 
were. "In the dire [financial] situation facing the Church let us lead by 
example", said Logan Kirk from Dalton, near Dumfries. 


The assembly also expressed its "considerable concern" over the increasing 
financial difficulties experienced by some studying for its ministry. 


The assembly agreed to set up a review of the whole system of education for 
the Church’s ministry, which over the past 25 years has begun shifting from 
the traditional pattern of a first degree, a four-year course at Scottish 
universities, followed by a two-year Bachelor of Divinity course, with 18 
months probation before ordination. One factor has been an increasing number 
in older candidates for the ministry. 


It also called for a Royal Commission to survey the whole field of public 
education in Scotland, lest the enormous changes introduced into the state 
education system in recent years produce un-coordinated and sometimes 
contradictory results. 


The assembly reaffirmed its consistent support for a separate Scottish 
parliament but did so in a debate that brought out the hesitations, 
reservations and downright opposition of several members of the Church. 


The assembly expressed its "deep concern" over the situation in Malawi during 
the run-up to the 14 June referendum on one-party rule. A minister who had 
just returned from a fortnight’s visit to the country told the assembly of 
repeated reports of harassment, intimidation and violence on the part of 
government supporters. 


"The world must be alert to the probability that the regime will continue to 
try to win the referendum by unfair means", said Stanley Hood from London. The 
assembly deplored the Malawi government’s continued efforts "to frustrate a 
free and fair expression of the wishes of the people of Malawi through 
harassment, intimidation and violence" and called on that government to ensure 
the safety of the imprisoned trade unionist Chakufwa Chihana. 


On other matters of national and international concern the assembly concluded 
that its long-standing opposition to nuclear weapons meant it could not 
support efforts by the threatened naval dockyard at Rosyth to ensure its 
future by becoming Britain’s sole site for refitting nuclear submarines. It 
expressed the view that the Vance-Owen peace plan provided "neither a stable 
nor ethical future for Bosnia" and urged further diplomatic efforts "towards 
a fully integrated community which has the confidence of all people of 
Bosnia". [EPS] 


EPoesws 06.0 / 
After meeting with Clinton, Tutu says US ready to lift sanctions 
After his meeting with President Bill Clinton at the White House (19 May), 
South African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu said that the President 
appeared willing to lift sanctions after a transitional government was 
established in South Africa, says a report from the Episcopal News Service of 
27 May. "The world is waiting to help us and what we heard in the Oval Office 
is the United States is standing ready to give us a kick start". [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.08 
Wangari Maathai, Kenyan human rights activist at WCC 


A Kenyan woman whose words and actions rarely go unnoticed in her own country 
- and sometimes result in threats to her own personal safety - visited the 
Ecumenical Centre on 2 June. Human rights and environmental activist Wangai 
Maathai stopped in Geneva on her way to the UN World Conference on Human 
Rights (EPS 93.06.01) at the invitation of the WCC’s Programme Unit on 
Justice, Peace and Creation and the Lutheran World Federation. 


Meeting with staff members of organizations at the Ecumenical Centre, Maathai 
discussed the recent wave of violence pitting communities against each other 
in Kenya - clashes which, she says, threaten to degenerate into civil war if 
not checked in time. According to Maathai, the conflict is political rather 
than tribal, having been "whipped up" deliberately by politicians for their 
own ends. As such, it constitutes a grave violation of human rights that she 
and other critics of the government of newly-reelected president Daniel arap 
Moi dare denounce. 


"We are ordinary people who felt it was unacceptable that a government would 
turn its guns against its people," Maathai says in reference to unchecked (by 
police) violence that has killed hundreds and created hundreds of thousands 
of internal refugees. Moi is telling the nomadic communities in the Rift 
Valley that their land, taken over by the British, was sold back to 
"foreigners" and that the time has come to take it back, she explains. 


The multiparty elections that returned Kenya’s formerly single political party 
under the Kenya African National Union (KANU) to power ran partly along tribal 
lines. It is people from tribes whose members supported the opposition who are 
being attacked and forced to leave their homes and land today. "The government 
is provoking people so it can shoot them down when they react," Maathai 
asserts. "Then the president can say he is restoring civil order and declare 
a state of emergency." 


Kenya's first woman science PhD, Maathai is best known for having launched the 
"Greenbelt movement" - a tree-planting, environmental conservation effort 
undertaken mostly by women that has now, she rejoiced, "won the war". She was 
one of the resource persons for the WCC consultation during the "Earth Summit" 
in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992. 


"People quote Wangari on the streets; parliament spends hours discussing what 
she says," comments LWF Women’s Desk director Musimbi Kanyoro, a. fellow- 
Kenyan. With the openness and warmth that wins her support among her people 
and abroad, Maathai says her combat for the environment, human rights and 
democratization is based on belief that "God put us here to be happy, not to 
punish us" and so "calls us to protect the planet and all the species living 
on it". "We are also a species!", she exclaims. Thus, human rights are simply 
"the next chapter of the environmental agenda". 


When she formed a Tribal Clashes Resettlement Volunteer Service to protect and 
assist communities attacked by trained "warriors", Maathai was exposed to 
threats, harassment and prison on several occasions. After heavily armed 
police prevented a seminar to investigate the violence, she went into hiding 
for several months and since coming out, has been living in a church guest 
house. "I’m not worth much in the grave," she smiles wryly. 


On the role of the churches, Maathai says thousands of displaced people are 
sheltering in church compounds and camps set up by the National Council of 
Churches in Kenya (NCCK). Having publicly appealed to the government to 
respect human rights, she feels the churches should move "into the streets". 
Peaceful demonstrations led by church leaders could be highly effective now. 
"Only the churches can do it. If I go onto the streets, I’1l be shot! But they 
must not wait too long. Then it will be too dangerous and too late!" 


Other than encouraging the churches to lead street demonstrations to demand 
an end to the clashes, Maathai suggests that ecumenical solidarity could take 
the form of lobbying against the resumption of international aid to Kenya 
until the violence is brought to a halt. [EPS] 


| EPS 93.06.09 
Egypt: five men charged with "missionary" work released 


The US-based News Network International (NNI) reported (11 May) that four 
expatriates under arrest since 22 February in the Egyptian capital city of 
Cairo for allegedly forming a Christian "missionary organization", were 
released unexpectedly on 10 May and allowed to leave the country. 


A 6 April report from the NNI said that an Egyptian court had decided to 
proceed with an investigation of three Americans, a New Zealander and an 
Egyptian for conducting Christian missionary activities [EPS 93.05.67] 


In its latest report, the NNI said that the respective embassies of the 
detainees in Cairo have confirmed that their nationals have all left the 
country. Reasons for their release were not disclosed. 


However, the report said, the whereabouts of the fifth man, an Egyptian named 
Abdul Hamid Adil Masah, were not known. Masah had been separated from the four 
men incarcerated in Tora prison and moved to a psychiatric prison a few weeks 
after their arrest. 


Rand Hoffman, a spokesman for the Cairo-based Industrial Systems and 
Components who employed the three Americans said the Egyptian lawyer who 
represented the five Christians has initiated an official inquiry requesting 
confirmation of the status of his fifth client. 


According to the report, at the time of their arrest police authorities 
confiscated literature and computer files which included Christian materials 
translated into Koranic-style language. The detainees, who allegedly referred 
to themselves as "Muslims who follow Christ", were known to observe Islamic 
practices, attire and prohibitions. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.10 
Zimbabwe: Church leaders condemn commercialization of AIDS 


Zimbabwean Church leaders attending an April seminar on AIDS in the central 
town of Kadoma, expressed concern over the commercialization of the dreaded 
disease. The church leaders said the manufacturing of condoms has become a 
profitable industry run by the greedy who are cashing in by preaching 
immorality, writes Chiramwiwa Gavi. 


One of the church leaders who participated in the seminar said that 
manufacturers of condoms "are making a good job of it. They have raised the 
false importance of condoms in the consciousness of the people to the point 
where it is worshipped". 


He added: "Almost everywhere you go and everywhere you look there is a picture 
of a condom in which it is proclaimed to be the ‘'protector’...". 


He said that the onset of the AIDS epidemic has ushered in the prominence of 
the condom and sex. As a result, he added, there was a rise in HIV infection 
in the 15-19 year age group. 


The church leaders also called for the enactment of legislation that makes it 
a criminal offence for people who hide their HIV infection from their sexual 
partners. 


They paid tribute to the government ministry of health for its efforts in 
trying to combat the spread of AIDS. "We are heartened that there is a 
growing involvement of government departments, churches and voluntary 
organizations in this problem and a growing realization that AIDS is not just 
a medical but also a spiritual, social, cultural, economic and psychological 
problem". [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.11 
New head for Church of Norway Council on Foreign Relations 
Atle Sommerfeldt, deputy general secretary of the Botswana Christian Council 
Since 1989, has been appointed general secretary for the Church of Norway 
Council on Foreign Relations. He succeeds Trond Bakkevig who becomes pastor 
of Roa Church in the Diocese of Oslo. Between 1984-89, Sommerfeldt, 42, was 
advisor on international affairs for the Church of Norway Council on Foreign 
Relations. Between 1987-88, he held the post of interim general secretary for 
the church body. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.12 
European evangelical leaders denounce use of genocide in war 


Citing Bosnia, Nagorno Karabagh, and Sudan as examples of places where 
"innocent people of all ages face systematic execution, often in the most 
barbarous of manner", European evangelical leaders are calling upon their 
governments ,and other .UN. member. states., to,, "intervene militarily, if 
appropriate, to both protect the victims and put an end to this barbarous 
practice", says a report appearing in the June issue of the World Evangelical 
Report, a publication of the US-based World Evangelical Fellowship. 


In their April letter to British Prime Minister John Major, the church leaders 
acknowledged that "wars take place no one doubts", but added that "the 
adoption of genocide as a legitimate weapon of war is totally unacceptable". 


Signed by the international director of the UK evangelical alliance, Mike 
Morris and by Stuart McAllister, director of the European Evangelical 
Alliance, the letter said: "We write to express the grave concern of 
evangelical Christians throughout Europe at the increasing use of genocide as 
a political strategy. If human rights declarations are to have any value, then 
human dignity must be protected". [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.13 
Mozambique: north-south Christian relations discussed 


Strengthening relations between Christians in the north and those in the south 
was the aim of an early May consultation in Maputo, Mozambique, organized by 
the Joint Ministry in Africa of the United Church Board for World Ministries 
of the US-based Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United Church 
of Christ, writes Chiramwiwa Gavi. 


The consultation was a follow-up to previous meetings held in Zimbabwe in 
1989, in Lesotho in 1991 and in Swaziland in 1992. 


According to Dan Hoffman, regional secretary for the Joint Ministry in Africa, 
the two churches are "...trying to relate to the people of Africa as 
Christians on behalf of two big American ecumenical churches..." 


He said that the two churches were trying to avoid the mistakes of the past. 
"We are a western church, and as we relate to churches in southern Africa we 
need to be very careful; we have to make sure that we listen" and that "...we 
do not commit the errors of the past". 


He added: "The church in the north has always been giving to the church in the 
south and as long as we cannot break loose from some of the these old patterns 
in which the traffic is one way north to south, we are going to fall back into 
the old structures of paternalism or the same old structures, sometimes of 
interference". 


Hoffman explained that the Joint Ministry represents about three and half 
million Christians of the two churches and relates to 35 partners in 13 
countries, mostly in southern Africa. 


He added that three more consultations are planned in the next two years on 
women, youth and human rights. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.14 
World Lutheran body’s funding for projects in financial hitch 


The changing worldwide economic situation is causing the churches and partner 
organizations to experience financial difficulties which is reflected in the 
decreased income of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), said Ishmael Noko, 
director for the Geneva-based church body’s department for mission and 
development. 


Noko told the LWF Project Committee meeting (17-20 May) in Geneva that the 
shortfall of approved budgets for programmes and projects of LWF Mission and 
Development compared with assured income from churches and partner 
organizations is about 30 to 40 percent. He said that to ensure that 
programmes and projects planned for 1993 can be carried out, some activities 
had to be postponed or cancelled. The committee which meets twice a year 
decides on project applications in the fields of mission, development and 
communication from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.15 
Vatican meeting of Eastern Catholic churches held 


A meeting of bishops representing the national ecumenical commissions of the 
Episcopal conferences and synods of Eastern Catholic Churches was held at the 
Vatican (10-15 May). Among the 94 persons who attended the meeting were eight 
non-Catholics who were invited to observe and to participate in the meeting. 
The World Council of Churches was represented by Deputy General Secretary 
Todor Sabev. 


Joe Hale, general secretary of the US-based World Methodist Council, said in 
a report he prepared after the meeting that the head of the Vatican's 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, Cardinal Edward Cassidy, 
addressed the participants on the urgency of ecumenism in the Church. 


Cassidy said that "friendship, partnership, cooperation, and - to the extent 
that it is possible - common witness to the gospel of Christ, should by now 
be normal features of our daily lives". He urged the participants to "strive 
to see that this relationship makes more impression on our divided world than 
do our sad divisions". 


The participants later met with Pope John Paul II who told them that while 
difficulties of a practical nature on the local level and a sense of 
discouragement about progress in doctrinal aspects of dialogue may exist, the 
temptation to respond to slow progress "by discounting the importance of 
doctrine must be altogether rejected". 


He said that it is important to make better known the fruits of the 
theological dialogues in which the Catholic Church is engaged. 


Hale’s report said that the meeting also covered concerns that are frequently 
raised in Roman Catholic-Protestant discussions, including a discussion of 
sects, whose presence tends to confuse and frustrate the aims of both 
evangelization and ecumenism. In this regard, Cassidy warned against "lumping 
together under the term ‘sect’, groups that do not deserve the title", citing 
as examples, evangelical Protestants and Pentecostals. The sectarian attitudes 
found at times within the churches and ecclesiastical communities must be 
addressed as well, he added. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.16 
Germany: body to monitor political, economic corruption formed 


A new international nongovernmental organization, dedicated to exposing and 
opposing international political and economic corruption, opened its offices 
in Berlin in May. 


Chairing the new NGO, Transparency International, is former World Bank 
official Peter Eigen. 


Eigen says international corruption, which increased markedly during the 
1980s, is destroying the foundations of life for millions of people and 
destabilizing dozens of countries, thus making it an important cause of 
growing poverty in the world. 


The effects of bribery and other forms of corruption on the politics and 
economies of developing countries like Zaire, where people are dying of hunger 
despite its natural wealth, are well known, said Eigen. 


But he also cited the example of recent scandals in Italy as indicative of 
their effect on wealthy industrialized lands. 


According to the German Protestant press service EPD, the organization plans 
to draft a code of conduct for international economic collaboration and 
promote transparency and accountability in global commerce. 


Among those endorsing the new initiative have been former World Bank president 
Robert McNamara and Dutch development minister Jan Pronk. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.17 
Good inter-faith relations important, says Bartholomeos I 


The importance of good relations among churches and between Christians and 
persons of other faiths was emphasized by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomeos 
I during his weeklong official visit to Egypt, Lebanon and Syria at the end 
of April and beginning of May. 


In Egypt, Bartholomeos met with Parthenios, patriarch of Alexandria and All 
Africa, and with Pope Shenouda of the Coptic Orthodox Church, and made a 
pilgrimage to the monastery of Mt Sinai. In Syria he was the guest of Ignatios 
IV, patriarch of Antioch and All the East, and also met with Syrian Orthodox 
patriarch Ignatios Zakka. 


At the theological institute of the Greek Orthodox Church of Antioch and All 
the East in Balamand, Lebanon, Bartholomeos paid special tribute to Antiochian 
patriarch Ignatios IV Hazim for his support of higher education. It was 
announced during the visit that the university is creating a Higher Institute 
of Islamo-Christian Studies. Bartholomeos said he hoped that the seminary of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate on the island of Halki, near Istanbul, would 
reopen soon and that academic exchanges between the two institutions could 
resume. 


Noting the ancient ties between the Antiochian church and the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, Bartholomeos praised Ignatios both for his representation of 
Orthodoxy in Lebanon and for his worldwide advocacy of the Lebanese people. 
He emphasized the importance of promoting Christian unity in both bilateral 
relations between churches and through effective participation in the work of 
the World Council of Churches. 


When Bartholomeos, accompanied by Ignatios, went to the headquarters of the 
Armenian Apostolic catholicosate in Beirut, it was the first ever such visit, 
according to the address of welcome by Armenian Catholicos Karekin II. "We are 
so accustomed to remember history," Karekin said. "Today I feel we are 
progressing in history. Your visit. . . gives a new impetus to our growth in 
the depth of our Christian integrity through our common endeavours for the 
tangible expression of the unity and the witness of the church." 


Bartholomeos expressed hope for "positive and concrete results" from ongoing 
theological conversations between Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox 
churches. The Armenian church (along with Orthodox churches in Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Syria and India) is part of the Oriental Orthodox family. Divided 
Since the fifth-century Council of Chalcedon, the two Orthodox groupings have 
been moving towards full communion since informal conversations between 
Eastern and Oriental Orthodox theologians began under WCC auspices in the mid- 
1960s. 


During his visit to the Middle East the patriarch also met with the presidents 
of Syria and Lebanon, the prime minister of Egypt, and with leaders of several 
other religious communities, including the Maronite patriarch of Lebanon, 
Sfeir, and the heads of the Sunni and Shiite Muslim communities there. 
Praising what the Lebanese Orthodox community has contributed to the 
preservation of national unity, the Muslim leaders told the patriarch that 
they want to pursue a dialogue with Christians based on equality and 
solidarity as fellow citizens. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.18 
US: diaconate issue to be heard at Evangelical Lutheran assembly 
Delegates to the 1993 churchwide assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA) will be asked to approve a report which sets up a diaconate 
for the five million member denomination as an officially recognized lay 
ministry rather than part of the church’s ordained ministry. The church’s 
council, meeting in Chicago at the end of March, dissented from a proposal by 
the Task Force on the Study of Ministry which would have provided for an 
ordained diaconate. The council left to the assembly the decision on what kind 
of rite - commissioning, consecrating or some other form - should be 
substituted for ordination as the entry for diaconal ministry. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.19 
Religious leaders say Nagorno-Karabagh war "appalling blasphemy" 


The head of the Muslim community in Azerbaijan and the patriarch of the 
Russian Orthodox Church declared at a May meeting in Moscow that the conflict 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia is "an appalling blasphemy to be immediately 
stopped". 


Sheikh-ul-Islam Allahshukur Pashazade and Patriarch Alexy II insisted that the 
fighting over the disputed enclave of Nagorno-Karabagh, located in Azerbaijan 
but largely populated by Armenians, is not a Christian-Muslim confrontation. 


The two expressed regret that earlier joint appeals for a negotiated 
settlement by Armenian Christian and Azerbaijani Muslim religious leaders have 
so far gone unheeded. 


"Relying on the salutary help of one God the Creator," said their joint 
declaration, "we believe that it is our first and foremost duty to take care 
of the preservation of the sacred gift of life and to seek to ensure peace and 
concord among people irrespective of their nationality or religious belief." 


Noting that there are sizeable minorities of Azerbaijanis in Russia and 
Russians in Azerbaijan, they underscored the need for dialogue and mutual 
support among Muslims, Christians and adherents of other religions in the two 
countries. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.20 
European regional group agrees on new ways of managing projects 


A revised system for managing inter-church service projects in Europe was 
agreed at the meeting of the European Regional Group (ERG), 1-6 May in Berlin, 
Germany. The ERG is a joint Committee of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches and the Conference of European Churches (CEC). 


A press release from the CEC of 12 May says the revised system, one of the new 
directions for the work of the group, includes emphasising ecumenical 
priorities, cutting the time between applications and funding, greater 
transparency, and evaluations and accountability. 


The release said that the ERG has changed in the last two years to become a 
forum that relates screening of projects to a reflection on resource sharing 
and diakonia and the relationship involved between the ecumenical partners. 


The release added that the overall context of the work of the ERG is the 
service work of the churches or diakonia. The meeting also agreed to support 
the consultation on local diakonia planned for Malaga, Spain, early next year, 
and the projected Europe-wide consultation on diakonia later in that year. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.06.21 
Central African Republic: students doing theology the African way 


A report appearing in the June issue of the World Evangelical Report, a 
publication of the US-based World Evangelical Fellowship, says that students 
at the Bangui Evangelical School of Theology (BEST) in Bangui, the capital 
city of the Central African Republic, have a unique opportunity to do graduate 
theological studies in an African context. 


It says that unlike the experiences faced by African students studying in 
European and North American theological schools who have to cope with a 
Western perspective to doing theology, students at this African institution 
are applying their understanding of theology to the actual African situation. 
The report continues that the students study and write papers about tattoos, 
demon possession, witchcraft, ancestral spirits, the pastor’s role in an 
African context, and even seek to understand what women’s submission implies 
in the African context. [EPS] 


} EPS 93.06.22 
Zaire: after many cancellations, Church of Christ synod to meet 


The national executive committee and the national synod of the Church of 
Christ in Zaire (ECZ) is scheduled to meet in Kinshasa -- after several 
postponements -- at the end of July and the beginning of August. 


According to the monthly newsletter DIP, the central agenda item for the two 
meetings will be the mission of the church in a situation of social and 
political crisis. 


In his letter convening the synod, ECZ president Bishop Bokeleale wrote that 
"Our church must seek to help our people understand that in order to enter 
into democracy, it is the people who must speak out, who must choose, who must 
elect their representatives at every level to speak in their name and be 
accountable to them. It is the people who is the primary sovereign and not the 
politicians and political authorities. 


"Our people does not yet have a political and above all a democratic culture. 
Our people has not yet realized that it is they who are the true authority and 
that the persons who govern them are only their delegates." 


About 500 delegates are expected to attend the synod, which normally meets 
every two years. The 1991 synod could not be convened as a result of the 
social and political turbulence that has plagued Zaire since the beginning of 
the democratization process in April 1990. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.23 
Church body says arrest of Pan Africanists blow to peace process 


Following the arrests and detentions of several leading members of the Pan 
Africanist Congress (PAC) by the South African police (25 May), the South 
African Council of Churches (SACC) issued a statement expressing "deep 
concern" at the "political implications" of the action. 


Among those arrested were delegates to the current negotiations on ending 
apartheid in South Africa. The SACC statement said the detention of the PAC 
leaders "heightens our anxiety about the fragility of the negotiations 
process". 


"This incident only underlines the urgency of our repeated calls for joint 
control of the security forces. In cases such as this the confidence of the 
people as a whole is essential", the SACC statement added. 


The statement concluded: "...We strongly urge the involvement of international 
investigators as was the case in the assassination of Chris Hani [EPS 
93.04.61]. We believe that, where actual participants in the negotiations 
process are arrested, the involvement of independent investigators is 
necessary to overcome the understandable suspicion of many of the population". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.06.24 
Scotland: "Third World" church personnel in Europe meeting held 


The third European consultation of "Third World" personnel engaged in 
ministries in church, mission boards, congregations, and educational 
institutions was held (24-28 May) in Dunblane, Scotland under the theme, 
"Searching for Identity and Solidarity". 


The consultation was attended by 25 participants from Africa, Asia, the 
Caribbean and Latin America, and also by Europeans with some experience of 
having been in a "Third World" country. Among the topics discussed were the 
socio-economic and political implications of the emerging "New World Order" 
in Europe; cross-generational and inter-ethnic interconnectedness of culture 
and the challenges faced by the church as a catalyst of change. [EPS] 
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® Guidelines on Drug Donations (English, French, Spanish, German; a Latvian translation 
is available from the WCC or from lize Aizsilniece; Latvian Academy of Medicine; Dzirciema str. 16; 
Riga 226 007). 

@ Proceedings of a February 1993 conference of churches’ health coordinating agencies 
in East, Central and Southern Africa on Sustainability of Churches’ Essential Drugs Supply Systems. 


KHKHHEKKKEE 


Former EPS editor Ken Mubu and his wife Nancy rejoice in the birth (11 June) of a son, Tarisai 
Dhinga. Congratulations! 


KHEHEHHHHEE 


A word of thanks to Désirée De Rycke and Miriam Reidy for their help in producing this issue of 
EPS. New York-based freelance religious journalist (and frequent EPS contributor) Tracy Early will 
be coming to Geneva to serve as interim editor of EPS for about three months beginning on 28 
June. 


Marlin VanElderen 
WCC Office of Communication 


. EPS 93.06.25 
WCC’s Raiser visits Italian Protestant churches, Vatican 


A varied programme of encounters with leaders and congregations of Protestant 
minority churches in Italy began the first trip to Rome (4-7 June) by Konrad 
Raiser since he became World Council of Churches general secretary in January 
of this year. 


The visit concluded with a meeting between Raiser and Cardinal Edward Cassidy 
and Bishop Pierre Duprey of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity, followed by a luncheon with several other members of the curia, 
attended by Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, former president of the unity 
council. Raiser described the meeting at the Vatican as a "get-acquainted" 
session which had no formal agenda and covered a wide range of current 
ecumenical concerns. 


The WCC general secretary told a press conference that he had decided to visit 
the Italian Protestant churches early in his term of office "in order to 
underline our relation with this minority that is part of the WCC before 
opening contacts with our Catholic partners, which I suspect will often bring 
mer touRome 


During a "public interview" at the Waldensian faculty in Rome, its dean, Paolo 
Ricca, asked Raiser questions on the same theme -- "Ecumenism: Crisis or 
Turning-Point" -- which had been used for a similar encounter in January with 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, president of the Vatican Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. Raiser told the audience, which included Msgr Clemente 
Riva, the Catholic auxiliary bishop of the diocese of Rome, that "the 
ecumenical model of the last twenty years, based on theological dialogue, has 
been very useful but has exhausted its function, as Cardinal Ratzinger 
remarked in January. What is needed today is to find a new model, to work out 
a new language which makes possible a common confession of the faith, to get 
out of an entirely defensive notion of ‘ecumenism’. We have to overcome our 
fear of diversity and concentrate on what already unites us: one baptism, 
common faith in Christ, invocation of the same Spirit". 


Besides informal encounters with students and professors at the Waldensian 
faculty, who were celebrating the end of the academic year, Raiser met with 
the moderator of the Waldensian and Methodist Church, Franco Giampiccoli, and 
leaders of the Baptist Union, Evangelical Lutheran Church and Federation of 
Evangelical Churches in Italy. On Saturday morning he brought words of 
greeting to a Seventh-day Adventist congregation in Rome, and on Sunday he 
attended a Waldensian service and an open-air gathering of Waldensian, 
Methodist and Baptist congregations in Ariccia. 


Since 1975 the Waldensian and Methodist churches in Italy have been together 
in a "covenant relationship", forming one church while maintaining the 
distinctiveness of their traditions. In 1990 this relationship was extended 
to include the Baptists through an explicit recognition of members and 
ministries in the three churches. That has had important practical 
implications, Raiser noted, by providing for better use of human resources in 
the face of the three churches’ small and widely dispersed membership. 


The issue of relationships with the Roman Catholic Church arose in all his 
conversations with Protestant leaders, Raiser said. His visit coincided with 
official release by the Vatican of the new edition of the Ecumenical 
Directory, and he was asked by the Protestant press agency NEV to comment on 
the text. Raiser said he welcomed its appearance (the previous edition dates 
back to 1967), particularly because it "underlines the main orientations given 
by the Second Vatican Council for the Roman Catholic participation in the 
ecumenical movement, and it addresses a number of areas of ecumenical 
cooperation which so far have received only little attention, like the area 
of ecumenical formation. 


"Of particular importance is the opening chapter of the Directory, which 
provides a carefully considered theological framework and which could inspire 
further ecumenical discussion about the understanding of the church and its 
unity as communion." [over] 


raiser/2 


Earlier in Rome, introducing the new Directory was a main item on the agenda 
for the fifth meeting of representatives of Roman Catholic national episcopal 
commissions for ecumenism in mid-May. WCC Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev 
attended as one of nine fraternal delegates. 


A revision of the "Directory for the Application of Principles and Norms of 
Ecumenism" was first announced by Pope John Paul II in 1985. Besides adding 
a new introductory chapter intended to be "an integrated presentation of the 
Catholic duty in the ecumenical field", the revised text takes into account 
changes in the ecumenical scene in the past 25 years and the new codes of 
canon law for Roman and Eastern Catholic churches which have come into force 
Since the first edition. A draft of the new text was revised after extensive 
consultations from 1990 to 1992 between the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity and the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.26 
South Africa: economic sanctions subject at church conference 


Economic sanctions against South Africa and guidelines for positive "ethical" 
investment were the themes of an international conference hosted by the WCC 
and the South African Council of Churches in Utrecht, the Netherlands (9-12 
June). Present were 15 members of the SACC Task Force on Economic Matters and 
60 delegates from churches who have campaigned against apartheid. 


Participants agreed that only "when, and not before" a date has been set for 
democratic elections and a Transitional Executive Council (TEC) established 
should churches call for lifting sanctions and other financial and economic 
pressures. At that point, the conference statement said, they should also 
appeal for new investment in and aid for all of southern Africa, working 
"through appropriate TEC structures rather than with the white minority 
government", and encourage business to share creatively and responsibly in 
reconstruction. 


Citing "significant steps toward the creation of a non-racial and non-sexist 
democracy in South Africa", participants urged the SACC to complete a code of 
conduct for domestic and foreign business (which it has been working on for 
more than a year) and establish an effective monitoring mechanism. They called 
on ecumenical partners to support economic reconstruction and transformation 
of South African society with financial and technical help. 


Also recommended was a regional consultation on the likely effects on southern 
Africa of removing sanctions and reinvesting in South Africa. The conference 
said new mechanisms for information dissemination and monitoring were needed, 
so that churches and others can continue effective advocacy, and new 
instruments for domestic and foreign investment must be developed whose goal 
is a more just and equitable society. It asked the WCC to oppose sale of 60 
Swiss Pilatus PC-7 military trainer aircraft to. the South African Air Force. 


The SACC Task Force on Economic Matters has consulted with liberation 
organizations, trade unions and businesses as well as churches in developing 
its code. It will probably recommend that investment "should empower the poor, 
be labour-intensive, respect and enhance the role of trade unions, seek joint 
ventures with local (especially black) businesses, have a balanced approach 
toward rural and urban development, prioritize national needs (for example, 
housing and education) and be ecologically sensitive". Also, it is likely to 
suggest moving from export-oriented manufacturing towards a self-reliant 
economy, and avoiding International Monetary Fund and World Bank loans. [EPS] 


EPS” 93706727 
Human Rights: WCC delegates focus on indigenous, women, democracy 


Members of the 13-person WCC delegation at the World Conference on Human 
Rights in Vienna (EPS 93.06.01) took part in all five workshops of the 10-12 
June pre-conference forum for nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). The 
ecumenical participants focussed especially on three concerns: rights of 
indigenous peoples, rights of women and the relationship between human rights, 
development and democracy. 


The two other major workshops at the forum, attended by more than 2000 people 
from 1000 local, regional and international NGOs around the world, dealt with 
current trends in human rights violations and the effectiveness of UN human 
rights standards and mechanisms. 


Besides the five areas proposed by the planning group, forum participants 
spontaneously formed workshops on human rights violations by the military, 
police and foreign occupiers; rights of children and young people; forced 
eviction, displacement and housing rights; the caste system; and disabled 
persons. A wide variety of recommendations appear in the forum’s final 
document, "All Human Rights for All", which was sent to government delegations 
to the world conference. 


Paul Reeves, Anglican Consultative Council observer at the UN in New York, 
moderated the working group on the rights of indigenous peoples. He told a 
gathering of church-related and ecumenical participants convened by the WCC 
(13 June) that self-determination, self-government, autonomy and development 
of indigenous peoples are controversial issues, with particularly vehement 
opposition to self-determination coming from Asian governments, The report 
from the NGO forum working group recommended among other things that a UN High 
Commissioner for indigenous peoples be appointed and that the UN adopt "the 
strongest possible draft of the Universal Declaration of the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples". 


Also present at the gathering were representatives of the Lutheran World 
Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Conference of European 
Churches, national councils of churches in the Philippines and US and the 
Evangelical Church of the River Plate (Argentina). The ecumenical group will 
continue to meet throughout the conference to share information and insights. 


At an earlier press conference for the WCC delegation (10 June), speakers from 
three regions expanded on some specific ecumenical human rights concerns in 
their part of the world. Rachel Stephens (UK) underlined the preoccupations 
of European churches with the increasing exclusion of refugees and asylum 
seekers from Western European countries in a climate of growing racism and 
xenophobia and economic recession. She also described ecumenical training 
programmes to help church workers to monitor and document human rights 
violations. Alice Mogwe (Botswana) identified three emerging areas of human 
rights concern in Africa: Islamic fundamentalism, democratization and internal 
and cross-border refugees. An Asian perspective was offered by Clement John 
(Pakistan) of the wcc staff, who noted the fear of Asian countries that "in 
a post-Cold War period of aggressive human rights diplomacy, human rights will 
become a new pretext for intervention by the powerful countries of the North". 
Consequently, he said, the present state of confrontation between North and 
South needs to be defused. 


The most widely publicized incident of confrontation at the NGO forum was a 
demonstration led by Latin American NGO representatives, who shouted down the 
closing speech by former US president Jimmy Carter. Latin American NGOs had 
earlier petitioned the forum planning committee not to invite Carter to speak, 
"as he is the former president of a country that is principally responsible 
for major human rights violations around the world"; but added that if the 
invitation could not be revoked, a parallel activity should be organized for 
those who did not wish to attend. While agreeing that the behaviour of the 
Latin American NGOs could not be condoned, WCC staff member Charles Harper 
faulted the planning committee for not taking seriously their petition and 
alternative proposal and thus "effectively weakening the credibility of the 
NGO community as we go into the main conference". [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.28 
Serbian bishops call for "government of national harmony" 


Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church have criticized the international 
community for "premature and ill-considered decisions" in responding to the 
war in the former Yugoslavia and urged that "a government of national harmony 
and redemption" replace current Serbian leaders who "have neither the strength 
nor the true confidence to lead the people out onto the true path". 


A three-page communiqué from the regular bishops assembly in Belgrade (14-26 
May) also praised the "solidarity and unselfish assistance" coming from 
Serbians in the country and abroad and from European and international 
humanitarian organizations, and asked "all those who are responsible for and 
participants in the bloodshed" in Bosnia-Herzegovina "that they urgently cease 
all warring actions, that peace be established and that just political 
solutions be found for the Yugoslav crisis". 


The bishops said "it is Christian to fight for our dignity and freedom, but 
never as non-humans, rather always as human beings, correcting injustices with 
means that are worthy of man, relying on the help of God and reason on the 
part of people of good will in the international community". 


Just prior to the assembly, the bishops and Serbian Patriarch Pavle met with 
an ecumenical delegation headed by general secretaries Konrad Raiser of the 
WCC and Jean Fischer of the Conference of European Churches (EPS 93.05.47). 


The communiqué portrays the Serbian people as caught "between the hammer and 
anvil of civil war on the territories of the former Yugoslavia and the 
historically unprecedented pressure from the international community and its 
failure properly to understand what is happening among us". It recalls that 
the Serbians suffered "occupation, genocide, civil war and revolution" during 
World War II, after which they "were abandoned to a fifty-year reign of 
violence by a totalitarian system which was spiritually, morally, economically 
and politically degrading and destructive". 


In particular, the text questions the morality of sanctions imposed against 
Serbia and Montenegro, which it says are threatening "the existence of a 
people already at risk for half a century and the hundreds of thousands of 
refugees from war-torn regions". Moreover, the sanctions shore up the power 
"of the very ones who brought about this tragedy and war". The bishops are 
strongly critical of "the current power-holders", noting that "by spirit, 
mentality and methods they were all trained in the same school of a 
totalitarian, godless Communist system". 


The bishops expressed regret at the interruption of normal pastoral work in 
Croatia, from which Orthodox bishops and priests were forced to flee during 
the war between Serbia and Croatia in late 1991 and to which they have not 
been able to return. They called on Croatian state and church authorities "to 
enable the proper work of our church there, just as this has been made 
possible for the Roman Catholic bishops on the territory of Serbia and 
Montenegro". 


The assembly warned that "certain parties", especially in Montenegro, are 
trying "to manipulate the church for their own political purposes", and it 
cautioned believers against "the ever-increasing propaganda of various sects 
and false teachers who are utilizing the difficult situation of our people and 
their spiritual-moral devastation by the post-war atheist ideology in an 
attempt to destroy the living fabric of our Orthodox Church and people". 


Bishops from four Orthodox churches in the US have called for renewed 
negotiations to end the war in the former Yugoslavia on the basis of "respect 
for the human rights of all three ethnic groups involved in the conflict". 
According to Religious News Service, an 8 June statement from Orthodox Church 
in America Archbishop Kyrill, Greek Orthodox Bishop Maximos, Carpatho-Russian 
Bishop Nicholas and Serbian Orthodox bishop Mitrophan proposed "a tripartite 
division along the ethnic lines of all three populations" in Bosnia. They also 
described "sanctions against only one party, the Orthodox Serbs" as 
"prejudicial and unjust"; and said sanctions should either be lifted or 
imposed equally on all three parties. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.29 
South Africa: religious leaders form panel on electoral justice 


Twenty-one leaders representing South Africa’s major religious faiths -- 
Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist and Baha’i -- have formed an 
independent panel on electoral justice in order "to serve as public symbols 
of the concern of the religious community for the justness of the electoral 
process and for peace and stability". 


Names of the panel members were announced on 4 June, following a mid-May 
seminar organized by the South African Council of Churches (SACC), South 
African Catholic Bishops Conference (SACBC), World Conference on Religion and 
Peace (WCRP) and the Network of Christian Service Organizations. A secretariat 
based in Braamfontein will include researchers and coordinate a network of 
grassroots monitors. 


A statement from the religious leaders said that the elections "will mark a 
historic turning point" in South Africa and "symbolize a break with the past, 
the beginning of the development of a culture of democracy. They will begin 
a process of healing. They will signal the profound and irreversible change 
that will trigger acceptance of South Africa into the community of nations 
which command respect and legitimacy." 


Recent events in Angola, Kenya and Lesotho indicate "the many pitfalls on the 
road to a truly democratic culture" and demonstrate the need to conduct 
elections "in a fashion and political climate that inspires our people with 
hope and confidence in democracy", the statement said. In that connection, the 
religious leaders underlined the need for "motivation and encouragement of 
those historically disenfranchised. . ., early and active advocacy and 
education about the process and impartial and critical monitors". 


The panel said it would "monitor every aspect of the electoral process, from 
the announcement of a date. . . to the post-elections period. We will make 
recommendations. We will educate. We will speak the truth when that is needed. 
We will intervene when that is warranted." 


Also agreed upon at the seminar was a draft code of conduct for the elections, 
enshrining such principles as the right of all people to vote freely, in 
secret and without fear, to hold political meetings without threats from 
opponents, interruptions or insults, to attend political meetings and to be 
visited by people asking for their vote. In addition, the draft says that 
clear information should be publicized in all South African languages about 
where, when and how to vote. 


Members of the panel include SACBC president Wilfrid Napier, SACC general 
secretary Frank Chikane, deputy general secretary Brigalia Bam, president kK. 
Mgojo, life vice president C.F. Beyers Naudé and senior vice presidents S. 
Duncan and Virginia Gcabashe. 


Church representatives include moderator P. Potgieter and vice-moderator H.R. 
Botman of the Dutch Reformed Church, R. McCauley of the International 
Fellowship of Charismatic Churches, Methodist presiding bishop Stanley Mogoba, 
Federal Council of Spiritual African Indigenous Churches president H. Ngada, 
Council of African Independent Churches president T. Ntongana and Anglican 
archbishop Desmond Tutu. Also on the panel are Gerrie Lubbe, president of the 
South African chapter of the World Conference on Religion and Peace, and Joyce 
Seroke, general secretary of the Young Women’s Christian Society. 


Representatives from minority religious communities are Chief Rabbi Harris of 
the Union of Orthodox Synagogues, P. Lakhani, president of the South African 
Hindu Maha Sabha, Shaykh N. Mohamed, president of the Muslim Judicial Council, 
Gilbert Tombisa, representative of the Spiritual Assemblies of the Baha’i in 
Both Africa and Lb. Van Loon, @Girector of the. Buddhist Institute of South 
Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.30 
wcc: Ariarajah to be Deputy General Secretary for Relations 


A postal vote by members of the Central Committee has confirmed the WCC 
Executive Committee’s March 1993 nomination of Wesley Ariarajah as Deputy 
General Secretary for Relations. Ariarajah, a Methodist minister from Sri 
Lanka, will succeed Todor Sabev (Bulgarian Orthodox Church), who retires on 
31 August. ‘ 


Ariarajah is presently responsible for studies in gospel and culture and the 
theological significance of other faiths in the WCC’s Programme Unit on Life, 
Education and Mission. He has been involved in the work of the WCC since 1971, 
when he was named vice-moderator of the Commission on Faith and Order. From 
1982 to 1992, he was executive secretary and then director of the WCC subunit 
on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths. 


During his time on the WCC staff Ariarajah has also served as secretary for 
worship at the Sixth Assembly (Vancouver, 1983) and staff coordinator for 
preparation of the Seventh Assembly (Canberra 1991). He earned a Ph.D. from 
the University of London and is the author of several books, including The 
Bible and People of Other Faiths (WCC Publications, 1985) and Hindus and 
Christians: A Century of Protestant Ecumenical Thought (Eerdmans, 1991), as 
well as numerous articles on ecumenism and interfaith dialogue. [EPS] 


. EPS 93.06.31 
Bougainville: Catholic bishop describes desperate situation 


Recent reports from church-related sources depict an increasingly desperate 
Situation in Bougainville, under military blockade by Papua New Guinea’s 
Defence Forces (PNGDF) since 1991. Villagers from bombarded coastal areas have 
fled into the jungle to hide, food is scarce and medical supplies across the 
island are almost entirely lacking. 


The Melanesian island, with a population of 160,000, has been a part of Papua 
New Guinea since independence in 1975. But its people are more closely related 
to the neighbouring Solomon Islands. Also at issue is economic control of the 
giant Bougainville copper mine, closed in 1988. A recent meeting of the 
island’s chiefs called for the restoration of a North Solomons provincial 
government with complete control over the mine. A January 1991 peace 
initiative for a multinational taskforce to bring military activity to an end 
has yet to be implemented. 


After months of silence, the Roman Catholic bishop of Bougainville, Gregory 
Sinkai, released an appeal to Pope John Paul II and his fellow bishops in 
Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands in early June. "I simply want the 
world to know that the people are suffering and that something has to be done 
quickly by the international community," Sinkai said. He added that his own 
health has deteriorated due to the blockade. 


Explaining that he could not accept a papal invitation to come to Rome, Sinkai 
said a PNGDF landing in coastal areas had completely sealed off access to 
medical supplies and essential humanitarian services from the Solomon Islands. 
"As the people’s shepherd I must stay with them and share in their grave 
sufferings," wrote Sinkai. "The church on Bougainville has the moral and 
Spiritual obligation to serve God’s people at all times, both in times of joy 
and happiness and also in times of sorrow and pain." [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.32 
Germany: racism and reunification examined by ecumenical team 


How are German churches faring nearly three years after reunification? How do 
they see and react to current manifestations of xenophobia in German society? 
These two issues were uppermost in the minds of an eight-person international 
ecumenical team who visited Germany from 31 May to 9 June at the invitation 
of WCC member churches in the country: Evangelical (Reformed, Lutheran and 
United), Methodist, Moravian, Mennonite and Old Catholic. 


Ecumenically, Germany’s churches have long been seen mainly as "providers of 
aid", said Hans Ucko, the WCC staff member accompanying the team. "Today, they 
feel in need of help and counsel from ecumenical partners." 


The visit began in Berlin with a two-and-a-half-day consultation looking at 
issues of race and reunification from economic, social and psychological 
points of view. Participants also visited Muslim Turkish, Jewish and 
expatriate Christian communities in the city, before splitting up to meet 
church members in five cities of the former German Democratic Republic: 
Rostock, Mecklenburg, Berlin-Brandenburg, Gurlitz and Bautzen. 


Ucko reported that both there and in Braunschweig and Hanover, the two Western 
cities visited, the main issues raised were unemployment, changes in Germany’s 
asylum laws (once Europe’s most liberal), church-state questions (including 
military chaplaincy, church taxes and religious education) and the influx of 
refugees from Eastern Europe, including Sinti and Roma (Gypsies). Contrary to 
the initial sense of reunification as an almost religious experience, former 
Westerners now feel that "we are not so united after all", while former 
Easterners feel "annexed", Ucko observed. 


The team met with representatives of all the host churches in Hanover and with 
staff of the national council of churches and with German Jewish community 
leader Ignatz Bubis in Frankfurt. Bubis proposed that the WCC participate in 
a symbolic act of protest against racism, organized on an interfaith basis. 
The idea was received with enthusiasm by the churches and further discussed 
in Munich at the Protestant Kirchentag (10-13 June). 


While in the country team members toured various sites including a large 
industrial complex in the former German Democratic Republic where pollution 
has caused irreparable damage and where the need to protect the environment 
and the need for jobs are in fierce competition. They also visited a centre 
for young asylum-seekers and various ethnic minority communities. 


Ucko recalled that the assessment of an ecumenical visit to East Germany in 
1979 helped to stimulate reflection among churches there on their role in 
socialist society. The 1993 visitors are now preparing a letter to the 
parishes, churches and national council in which they will seek to reflect 
back to their hosts their perceptions of the situation of the German churches 
and the challenges they face. In this way, says Ucko, the WCC hopes to 
accompany and assist the latter in their search for relevance in the society 
of which they are a part. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.33 
Tillsley appointed new Salvation Army head 


Bramwell Tillsley will take up office as General of the international 
Salvation Army in July. Since March 1991 the 61-year-old Tillsley, the third 
Canadian to be elected to the Army’s highest position, has been chief of 
staff, second in command to General Eva Burrows. Born in a Salvationist 
family, he was commissioned in 1956 and has served appointments in Canada, the 
US, the UK and Australia. Asked during a press conference whether he would 
seek "a high political profile", Tillsley said the Salvation Army would 
continue to be "issue-political, but not party-political". [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.34 
Ecumenical Centre: Jews and Christians discuss future dialogue 


Representatives of the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious 
Consultations (IJCIC) and of the WCC met at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva 
on 2 June. : 2 


Welcoming the guests, WCC General Secretary, Konrad Raiser reviewed IJCIC-WCcC 
relations and said he hoped the meeting would mark a renewal of fruitful 
cooperation between the two bodies. Responding on behalf of IJCIC, Gerhart 
Riegner, honorary vice president of the World Jewish Congress, highlighted the 
importance of furthering and enhancing Christian-Jewish dialogue. 


After a general exchange of views and concerns, the participants discussed 
areas for future cooperation and joint action, among them: 

@® increased educational efforts for mutual understanding and respect in 
both communities, with special emphasis on institutes of higher learning, 
including seminaries; 

@ renewed cooperation in human rights, with emphasis on combatting 
resurgent racism, xenophobia and anti-Semitism; 

@ joint efforts to promote religious liberty in the contemporary context 
and to contribute effectively to the present discussion on the universality 
of rights and shared human values; 

® joint consultations of Christian and Jewish scholars and leaders from 
different parts of the world to continue dialogue on biblical interpretation. 


Raiser described the meeting as marked by a spirit of cordiality and a sense 
of expectation regarding continued regular meetings and cooperation. [EPS] 


EPS..93.06.35 
US: seminary programme in women study installs its first dean 


A pioneering seminary programme in the Study of Women and Gender in Church and 
Society was launched in May at Colgate Rochester Divinity School in New York 
with the installation of Melanie May, a member of the WCC Faith and Order 
Commission, as its first dean. 


Among invited guests at the installation, which came during a weekend of 
celebration marking the midpoint of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in 
Solidarity with Women, were WCC Deputy General Secretary Mercy Oduyoye and 
Korean theologian Chung Hyun-Kyung. 


The programme, which encourages both explicit consideration of gender in all 
courses and development of courses devoted solely to the relation of gender 
to theological disciplines, will contribute to a "growing body of knowledge 
and practice with transformative implications for theological education and 
for the church", Oduyoye said. 


Among other goals, it aims at providing a programme of rigorous critical 
studies of issues affecting the lives and work of women in church and society, 
and of issues of gender, race, class, age and sexual orientation, in 
solidarity with the creation of a global community of women. In addition, it 
will offer personal and institutional support for women in ministry in the 
seminary, the churches and the community at large. It will work in cooperation 
with other programmes at the Divinity School in black church studies, global 
studies and artistic studies. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.36 
US: Hispanic, black Pentecostal scholars in theological dialogue 


With the support of an ecumenical agency founded and funded by Roman 
Catholics, US Hispanic and black Pentecostal scholars have held their first 
theological dialogue. 


A press release from the Graymoor Ecumenical & Interreligious Institute, which 
is supported by the Franciscan Society of the Atonement, says the participants 


from three of the country’s four largest Pentecostal bodies -- the Assemblies 
of God, the: Church of God in Christ and the Church of God (Cleveland, 
Tennessee) -- who met in Douglaston, New York, hope to "redefine ’Pentecostal’ 


as a multi-cultural phenomenon, countering the general perception of 
Pentecostalism as white". A second round of dialogue is planned for November 
1994. 


The Graymoor release says the dialogue is part of an ongoing effort, initiated 
by the Faith and Order office of the US National Council of Churches, "to do 
justice, historically. and theologically, to. the rich story. of.,church 
developments in 19th- and 20th-century North America". Scholars from "newer" 
Christian traditions are clarifying both "the history, theological self- 
understandings and faith-life.concerns" of their own churches and the 
contributions these traditions have made to the wider Christian family. 


The dialogue, co-chaired by Eldin Villafane (Assemblies of God) and David 
Daniels (Church of God in Christ) "modelled a conciliatory approach to dealing 
with tensions between both church bodies and ethnic groups", the press release 
says. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.37 
Egypt: Oriental Orthodox and Reformed in theological dialogue 


The fourth-century Anba Bishoy monastery at Wadi-el-Natroun, about 100 
kilometres from Cairo, was the site of the first theological dialogue between 
representatives of the Oriental Orthodox churches and the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (WARC) in early May. Host for the meeting was Pope Shenouda 
itl of, the Coptic Orthodox €hurch: 


WARC, founded in 1875, is a worldwide family of more than 175 Reformed 
churches, headquartered in Geneva. "Oriental Orthodox" refers to a family of 
ancient churches in Armenia, Egypt, Ethiopia, India and Syria who did not 
accept the formulation by the Council of Chalcedon (A.D. 451) of how the 
divine and human natures are united in the person of Jesus Christ. In 1990, 
after more than 25 years of discussion stimulated by their fellowship within 
the WCC, an official commission of Oriental and Eastern Orthodox church 
leaders and theologians agreed that the differences which led to their 1500- 
year-old estrangement were a case of expressing the same truth through 
different formulas and that churches from the two families should move towards 
full communion. 


Papers presented at the dialogue in Egypt discussed the main characteristics 
of the two church families and their views of tradition and scripture and of 
the nature and mission of the church. After discussions which a WARC press 
statement called "prolonged and frank", participants decided to continue the 
dialogue with a second session in Driebergen, the Netherlands, in 1994. 
Christology and one other topic to be determined later will be on the agenda. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.06.38 
Myanmar: ecumenical body appoints new general secretary 


Mahn San Si Htay is the new general secretary of the Myanmar Council of 
Churches. The former assistant bishop of the dioccese of Yangon (Rangoon) in 
the (Anglican) Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma) succeeds U Win Tin, 
who has retired. A graduate of Rangoon University, Mahn San Si Htay is also 
a former principal of the Holy Cross Theological College. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.39 
Southeast Asia: church consultation draws grim picture of forests 


A grim picture of the present state of tropical forests in Southeast Asia 
emerged from an ecumenical consultation in the Philippines. 


The mid-May meeting brought together 43 representatives from seven Asia- 
Pacific countries (Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, New Zealand, the 
Philippines, Taiwan, Vietnam) and Canada. It was organized by the National 
Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP), the United Church of Christ in 
the Philippines and the United Church of Canada. The impetus for the 
consultation came out of conversations during the WCC meeting at the June 1992 
"Earth Summit" in Rio de Janeiro. Several Philippines nongovernmental 
environmental organizations also took part, as did the Institute of Forest 
Conservation at the University of the Philippines - Los Bafios, where the 
meeting was held. 


According to a report by Fortunato O. Nicolas of the NCCP’s ecology and 
environmental protection unit, participants pushed for "sustainable forest 
management" as the best option if the forests of Southeast Asia are to be 
saved. They also called on President Fidel V. Ramos immediately to ban 
commercial logging in the Philippines; otherwise, they warned, its forests 
could disappear entirely by the year 2000. 


Continued commercial logging in the Philippines’ primary and secondary growth 
forests "is tantamount to a crime against humanity", the declaration said, 
"given the environmental, social and economic costs involved. Logging 
operations have reduced forest cover to about 20 per cent or less, far below 
the standard level need to sustain the quality of our soils, water table and 
plant and animal life." 


The situation in other Southeast Asian countries is equally alarming, 
Malaysian environmentalist Gurmit Singh told the meeting. Having lost 
virtually all its own primary forest cover, Thailand is exploiting forests in 
Burma, Laos and Cambodia. Trees in Malaysia and Indonesia are being cut at a 
rate that will render their forests worthless in twenty years. Only ten per 
cent of the land area of Vietnam is under primary forests, compared to 44 per 
cent in 1943 and 24 per cent in 1983, after years of war. Brunei’s jungle is 
"insignificant" and Singapore’s primary growth "is probably only in the 
Botanical Gardens". 


Singh said the situation of forests in Southeast Asia is aggravated by 
economic pressures and the demand for timber from Japan, whom he called "a 
major culprit in the continuing tragedy of forest denudation". According to 
a 1991 report from the International Timber Organization, Japan imports more 
than half of the world’s tropical timber for use as low-grade form works in 
building construction. "Imagine using wood that comes from trees that are 
fifty or a hundred years old in such a fashion!", Singh said. 


Filipino participants at the consultation drafted a resolution calling for 
genuine agrarian reform and the passing of a law recognizing the ancestral 
domains of indigenous peoples. Such gestures, they said, would facilitate 
setting up an effective "social reforestation", since "the viability of 
sustainable community forestry largely hinges on its relevance to people’s 
lives." 


Despite the current prospects for Philippine forests, Singh said that there 
might be reason for optimism because of the "strong spirit of voluntarism" 
among Filipinos and the country’s traditions of activism and democratic 
institutions. 


Conference coordinator José "Pepz" Cunanan said the consultation had "affirmed 
the vital role of the forests in terms of maintaining life in the biosphere. 
The call has been raised urgently to stop the continued destruction and 
degradation of the forest. . . This consultation has given us the challenge 
to help enhance, maintain and develop the forests". [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.40 
Peruvian church leader: don’t tie economic aid to human rights 


The Roman Catholic bishop of Callao in Peru, Ricardo Durand Flores, has 
condemned those who wish to see foreign aid cut to Peru because of human 
rights violations. 


The church leader attacked what he described as "lack of respect" on the part 
of the press and international organizations for the difficulties the Peruvian 
people face with the country’s internal war, says a report appearing in 
Latinamerica Press of 20 May. 


Peru has been waging a civil war against the Maoist Shining Path guerillas for 
many years. 


Durand suggested that if such critics were to spend several days in the 
shantytowns where hundreds of thousands of Peruvians live, "they would see a 
reality they do not yet understand". 


Continued economic aid to Peru by international donor agencies is contingent 
upon improvement in Peru’s human rights record, criticized for "systematic 
abuses" of human rights by the country’s security forces. However, 
Latinamerica Press reported, this aid is supposed to help Peru with balance 
of payments and provide incentives for big business, not aid the grassroots. 


The church leader urged all Peruvians to unite to confront the problems of 
terrorism, drug trafficking and the recession. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.41 
Latin America: Lutheran leaders speak out on region’s problems 


Presidents and bishops of Lutheran churches in Latin America spoke out ona 
number of issues affecting the region in a pastoral letter released at their 
annual meeting in Piriapolis, Uruguay, in May. 


Among their preoccupations, the church leaders mentioned a "Savage free market 
economy" which they said is creating unemployment and destroying industries 
which cannot compete with transnational corporations from the North and Far 
East. The resulting impoverishment of Latin America and the Caribbean "is 
creating deep anguish and hopelessness. . ., violence and criminality". The 
letter also spoke of "campaigns to suppress and kill the spirit of struggle 
and resistance of our peoples in the claiming of their rights" and lamented 
the apparent inability of governments to end drugs trafficking. 


The Lutheran leaders called on all Latin American churches "to struggle 
ecumenically in favour of ethics in politics and justice in human relations 
for the renewal of hope in our society". They also appealed to Lutheran 
churches worldwide to join in demanding an end to the economic blockade 
against Cuba and to support the Cuban people, through the Cuban Ecumenical 
Council, with medical and other supplies. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.42 
Former WCC staff member dies 


Former WCC staff member Charles Day died in Geneva:on 2 June at the age of 70. 
Day, who held a number of staff positions at the Council, served as conference 
Organizer for the Fourth Assembly (Uppsala, 1968), the Fifth Assembly 
(Nairobi, 1975) and the meetings of the Central Committee in between. After 
leaving the wcc staff in 1976, he set up his own conference organizing 
business in Geneva until his retirement. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.43 
India: IFOR holds first conference of new Asia Pacific Committee 


Representatives from seven countries attended the first conference of the 
newly constituted Asia Pacific Committee of the International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation (IFOR) in Manganam, Kerala, India, in May. 


Participants from Bangladesh, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, the Philippines 
and Sri Lanka heard an opening address by Acharya K.K. Chandy on building 
nonviolent culture in the world today, discussed peace education, communal 
harmony, environmental pollution and women in peace work and unanimously 
approved a resolution calling for the rebuilding of the mosque in Ayodhya on 
the site where it was destroyed by Hindu militants last December and for the 
building of a temple to the Hindu deity Ram nearby. 


IFOR is an international, spiritually based movement committed to active 
nonviolence as a way of life and a means of personal, social and political 
change. Headquartered in Alkmaar, the Netherlands, it has branches in some 
fifty countries. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.44 
Romania: Orthodox and Baptists seek common witness 


For the first time, the rectors of the Baptist and Orthodox theological 
institutes at the University of Bucharest have lectured to each other’s 
students on how their church sees its mission and on possibilities for common 
Christian witness in Romania. 


US -Presbyterian Earl Pope, a Fulbright professor at the University of 
Bucharest who teaches at both institutes, says the two presentations in May 
touched off spirited discussions, with students raising questions especially 
about the implications of common witness. 


Orthodox rector Dumitru Popescu and Baptist rector Vasile Talpos expressed 
eagerness to continue the dialogue with each other and with the students. Pope 
Says both share the conviction "that the two churches ought to understand one 
another better and should seek to assist one another in prsenting a convincing 
and challenging moral and spiritual witness to the Romanian people". 


The two theological institutes were incorporated into the University of 
Bucharest after the 1989 fall of the Communist regime. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.45 
Finland: bishops asked to reevaluate stand on homosexuality 


At its May meeting the synod of the Church of Finland asked its bishops’ 
convocation to reevaluate its stand on homosexuality. 


A news release from the church’s information centre says the last public 
statement by Finnish bishops on sexual questions nine years ago held that 
persons are "responsible for their actions but not for the existence of their 
inclinations" and that the church’s "traditionally negative stand towards 
homosexual acts is based on the Bible, in which they were considered unnatural 
and pagan". The proposal presented this year called on the church to state 
whether official recognition should be given to same-sex partnerships and 
whether such couples should be allowed to adopt children. 


The debate has elicited considerable media attention, according to the 
information centre. Some 150 priests and "active church members" have publicly 
criticized Archbishop John Vikstrém’s call for "a more understanding attitude 
towards homosexuals and lesbians". Vikstrém warned people not to "exhibit 
their own religiousness or moral rectitude at the expense of small minorities" 
and emphasized the distinction between "accepting a person and approving that 
person’s deeds". [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.46 
Brazil: human rights groups protest against violence, slavery 


Brazilian church and human rights groups, supported by Americas Watch and 
Amnesty International, organized a fast and vigil in Curitiba in May to call 
attention to the persistence of violence and slavery in the rural areas of the 
countries. 


The groups were also protesting a one-year prison sentence levied against a 
lawyer working for the Catholic pastoral commission on land (CPT). Darci Frigo 
had been convicted of defamation for denouncing by name a landowner who he 
said used slave-labour. 


The Catholic press service APIC says a CPT report found 18 cases of forced 
labour and slavery, involving more than 16,000 people, in various parts of 
Brazil in 1992. 


CPT says their investigations have demonstrated that "the practice of absolute 
exploitation and denial of fundamental human rights is not limited to the 
least-developed regions of Brazil", but is also found in the central parts of 
the country. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.47 
British, Irish ecumenical body on nuclear testing 


In a letter to British Prime Minister John Major, the presidents of the 
Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland expressed concern at recent 
reports that US President Bill Clinton would not renew the moratorium on 
nuclear testing when it expires at the end of June, due in part to pressure 
from Britain on the resumption of its own nuclear tests. 


"If there is substance in these reports", the church leaders said, "there will 
be widespread dismay and disappointment among the churches of Britain and 
Ireland". 


They added that the resumption of nuclear tests by the US and UK "would be a 
severe set-back to the hopes for a world-wide nuclear test-ban, and for a halt 
to the spread of nuclear weapons" and "would send a wrong signal to those 
countries who are developing or have recently developed nuclear weapons 
capabilities". 


The letter concluded: "With the end of the Cold War the world has been given 
an unparalleled opportunity to reduce dramatically the threat of mass 
destruction in war. We surely owe it to our own and future generations to use 
this season of opportunity to the full and not to lose it in purely short-term 
perception of security". [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.48 
Europe: Conference urges early education for peace 


The European assembly of the World Conference on Religion and Peace met on the 
Isle of Gotland, Sweden (20-23 May) under the theme "In Search of Europe: 
Drawing on the Spiritual Resources of a Multi-Religious Culture to Overcome 
Injustice and Violence". Participants came from all over Europe and many 
religious groups -- Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Baha’‘i, Buddhist, Hindu and 
others. Speakers included a multifaith delegation from Zagreb, Croatia, Lisbet 
Palme (widow of the former Swedish prime minister) and Church of Sweden bishop 
Bj6rn Fjarstedt. 


Recommendations from the meeting drew attention to the urgency of education 
from an early age for peace and mutual respect, active support of local groups 
working for peace and human rights in conflict situations and possibilities 
of interreligious action in seeking sustainable solutions in potential danger 
spots. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.49 
Ecutext: Declaration on "Christians in the Holy Land" 


The following declaration on "Christians in the Holy Land" was unanimously 
adopted by an international seminar in Windsor, UK, over Pentecost weekend 
(28-30 May). Attending was an eighteen-member delegation from Jerusalem, 
including representatives of the Greek Orthodox, Armenian and Latin Catholic 
patriarchates and the Anglican Church, as well as church leaders and academics 
from the Middle East Council of Churches, International Christian Committee 
of Israel, the Lutheran Church and the Society of Friends. Among the forty 
participants from outside the Holy Land were representatives of the Council 
of Churches for Britain and Ireland, Christian Aid, the Conference of European 
Churches and the European Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society. Papers 
read at the seminar will be published later this year. 


We are conscious of the privilege of living, and keeping alive the Christian 
faith where the church was born. 


The Christian community in the land of Jesus (the Living Stones, 1 Peter 2:5), 
has witnessed to our Lord in the midst of all the changing social, religious 
and political conditions over a period of two millennia. 


We reaffirm our responsibility and constant determination on behalf of 
Christians throughout the world to safeguard our sacred heritage, along with 
that of Muslims and Jews. 


While we, in the main, are an Arab Palestinian Christian community, we 
treasure in our midst the presence of members of our churches from a great 
variety of nations. 


We are saddened by the ongoing reduction of the indigenous Christians in the 
land of Jesus, which requires urgent attention. 


We deplore the lack of access for Palestinians from the Occupied Territories 
to the Holy City of Jerusalem, and urge that free access to it be guaranteed 
for all peoples at all times. 


We urge our Christian Palestinian sisters and brothers to stand firm in their 
ancestral home in the land of Jesus. We expect all Palestinians who have 
emigrated, or were forced to leave, to come back. We request all relevant 
bodies to assist in their return. 


We have always welcomed the constant flow of Christian pilgrims to the Holy 
Land from all over the world and we encourage them to meet and pray with the 
Living Stones. 


As the church, living in a broadly Arab and Muslim culture in the Middle East, 
we witness to our Christian faith in dialogue with our sisters and brothers 
of the Muslim and Jewish faiths. 


We share the aspirations of the Palestinian people for an end to occupation 
and for national independence. We therefore advocate and support a just and 
lasting peace in the region. 


We call on the international community to respect and protect the unique 
historic nature of the Holy City of Jerusalem, and all the Holy Land, as being 
sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 UK pounds; 
53.50 US dollars; 65.90 Canadian dollars; 

75 Australian dollars; 77.50 Swiss francs; 89.50 New Zealand dollars; 91.50 
German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 310 French francs; 310 Swedish kronas; 
or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three times a month. 


RKKKKKKRKKKRKKRKEESE 


The following materials are available free of charge from the WCC’s Programme Unit on Life, 
Education and Mission (P.O. Box 2100; 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland): 

® Guidelines on Drug Donations (English, French, Spanish, German; a Latvian translation 
is available from the WCC or from Ilze Aizsilniece; Latvian Academy of Medicine; Dzirciema str. 16; 
Riga 226 O07). 

@ Proceedings of a February 1993 conference of churches’ health coordinating agencies 
in East, Central and Southern Africa on Sustainability of Churches’ Essential Drugs Supply Systems. 


KHHHHEHKE 


The All Africa Conference of Churches is seeking an Executive Director and Chief Editor for the 
Africa Christian Information Service (ACIS). Qualifications: "Mature Christian. Integrity. Initiative. 
Substantial demonstrated planning and management competence and experience. Experience in 
team membership and team leadership. Post-graduate degree or equivalent. Experience in 
communications management and/or development. Experience with or in communications related 
departments/organizations." 


Applications, curriculum vitae and letters of recommendation should be sent before 1 August 1993 
to The General Secretary, All Africa Conference of Churches, P.O. Box 14205, Nairobi, Kenya. 


Ee ae ee ae 


Tracy Early, who has been contributing to EPS from New York, becomes interim editor with this 
issue. 


Ken Sililo Mubu, the former editor, has taken a position as director of the Africa Literature Centre, 
a church-supported school of journalism, art and design on the campus of Mindolo Ecumenical 
Foundation: Box 21319, Kitwe, Zambia; tel: (260-2) 21 07 65; telex: ZA 52050. 


His predecessor, Tom Dorris, is now communications director of the Life and Peace Institute: Box 
297, S-751 O05 Uppsala, Sweden; tel: (46-18) 16 95 39; fax: (46-18) 69 30 59. 


EPS 93.06.50 
Campaign announced for US$ 10 million Faith & Order Endowment 


NEW YORK (EPS) - A campaign to raise a US$ 10 million endowment fund for Faith 
and Order work of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the (US) National 
Council of Churches (NCC) was announced at a press conference in New York (25 
June). 


This effort is the first of several planned as parts of the Ecumenical 
Development Initiative which is led by Albert M. Pennybacker and has an 
announced goal of raising US$ 150 million for the two councils by the year 
2000. 


Called the Archbishop Iakovos Endowment for Faith and Order, the initial 
campaign is named for the primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America, and the press conference was held at the headquarters of 
the archdiocese. 


Iakovos, who represented the Ecumenical Patriarchate at WCC headquarters in 
Geneva from 1955 until his installation as archbishop in 1959, and then served 
as a WCC president, expressed hope that the endowment would enable Faith and 
Order to regain the leading role he recalled from those earlier years. 


He had secured the agreement of former US Presidents Jimmy Carter and Ronald 
Reagan to be named as honorary chairmen of the endowment campaign. 


Faye Dill, an assistant, wrote for Carter, "Although his schedule will not 
allow his participation in this effort, he is pleased to have his name listed 
in an honorary capacity if that will be helpful". 


Frederick J. Ryan Jr, Reagan’s chief of staff, wrote Iakovos, "President 
Reagan is delighted and honoured to become an honorary chairman in support of 
the important work being done by the National and World Councils of Churches 
in establishing an endowment fund to support their Faith and Order 
programmes". 


Unlike Carter, a Southern Baptist, Reagan is part of the NCC and WCC 
constituency - reared in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and in 
California attending a Presbyterian church. But in politics he has been 
conspicuously at odds with the councils on many peace and justice issues. 


NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell said obtaining his endorsement of 
the fund-raising campaign was not only appropriate but would help people 
better understand the true meaning of ecumenism. "Christian unity is not 
about bringing like-minded people together", she said. "It is in fact about 
bringing the people of God together. It is not about agreeing politically." 


In a letter to retired United Methodist Bishop James K. Mathews, chairman of 
the Iakovos Endowment committee, WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser said, 
"The participation and active support of Mr Reagan and Mr Carter for 
Archbishop Iakovos’ Endowment Fund is very greatly appreciated." 


In Geneva, Gunther Gassmann, director of the secretariat of the WCC Faith and 
Order Commission, said, "Success in raising this endowment would be not only 
most helpful in stabilizing the financial situation but also a significant 
sign of public support for the task Faith and Order is pursuing in service to 
the churches". 


The WCC was represented at the press conference by its North American 
president, Africa Methodist Episcopal Bishop Vinton R. Anderson of St Louis. 
Efforts to undergird the work of the councils is extraordinarily important in 
a time when the world displays so much division and brokenness, he said. 


Pennybacker announced that Bishop and Mrs Mathews had made the first gift to 
the Archbishop Iakovos Endowment for Faith and Order. 


Mathews recalled that he was present at the founding of the NCC in 1950 and 
served 23 years on the Central Committee of the WCC. Introducing a young 
grandson, Nicholas Younes, Mathews expressed hope that the endowment campaign 
would help the ecumenical movement make as much progress in Nicholas’ lifetime 
as he had witnessed in his own. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.51 
Vienna conference advances women’s rights 


GENEVA (EPS) - An advance in support for women’s rights was one of the key 
achievements of the Vienna World Conference on Human Rights (13-25 June) 
according to a World Council of Churches official who attended the meetings 
[EPS .92.06 01. 277s 


Charles Harper, staff coordinator for the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA), said in an interview that the conference’s 
position on women’s rights coincided with that taken by the 13-member CCIA 
delegation there. 


"The human rights of women and of the girl-child are an inalienable, integral 
and indivisible part of universal human rights", said the declaration adopted 
by the world conference. 


"The full and equal participation of women in the political, civil, economic, 
social and cultural life at the national, regional and international levels, 
and the eradication of all forms of discrimination on grounds of sex are 
priority objectives of the international community." 


The conference document also called on governments to counter "intolerance and 
related violence based on religion or belief, including practices of 
discrimination against women". And it affirmed "the integration and full 
participation of women as both agents and beneficiaries in the development 
process. 


A statement delivered at a session of the world conference (23 June) on behalf 
of the CCIA and eleven other international church-related agencies said the 
churches have acknowledged their complicity in discriminatory practices such 
as racism and sexism. 


Noting that 1993 marked the mid-point of the Decade of the Churches in 
Solidarity with Women, the statement also said the churches have acknowledged 
that the contributions and rights of women were not sufficiently recognized. 


"Women suffer the most in situations where they experience the brokenness of 
life and of community", the church agencies told the conference. "During 
this conference we have heard of systematic violence practised against women. 
We have also been challenged by the strength which lies beyond grief and 
powerlessness, and the demand to recognize women’s perspective, history and 
culture as being a rich contribution to the understanding of human rights." 


Alice Mogwe, a lawyer from Botswana and an Anglican, served on the CCIA 
delegation to the Vienna conference and read the joint church statement. As 
a young black woman from the South, she personified the emphasis that the 
churches wished to make, Harper said. 


He also commended the world conference for advocating measures to strengthen 
the United Nations system of special rapporteurs and other means of dealing 
with human rights in particular countries and problem areas. 


The call of the conference for the UN General Assembly to establish a High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Harper said, was welcome provided the office 
was placed directly under the UN secretary general and not subjected to the 
control of the Security Council or some other political structure. 


Many people had expressed fear that the world conference would accomplish 
little because the preparatory meetings revealed deep disagreements among 
countries on how to approach the topic of human rights, Harper noted. Some 
had challenged the concept that human rights are universal, and had insisted 
rather that some rights commonly described as universal represented only 
Western views and failed to recognize varying traditions of other cultures. 


Harper said the CCIA delegation argued that human rights are in fact 
universal, and that considered at their deepest levels all the various 
cultures of the world affirm these rights. 


The CCIA was gratified, he said, to see the Vienna conference conclude with 
a reaffirmation that the universal nature of human rights identified in UN 
documents "is beyond question". [over] 


human rights/2 


Harper said the CCIA recognized the special concerns of poorer countries by 
asserting the right to development, and the indivisibility of all rights. 


Along with civil and economic rights, he said, this indivisibility also 
applies to the rights of minorities to self-determination. 


A weakness of the Vienna conference from the CCIA perspective was its failure 
to address indigenous claims adequately, he said. This was indicated 
particularly, he said, in the refusal of the conference to recognize the 
indigenous as "peoples" with rights as communities to autonomy. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.52 
Raiser calls for "fresh articulation" of ecumenism 


AMERSFOORT, Netherlands (EPS) - General Secretary Konrad Raiser of the World 
Council of Churches called in an address (21 June) for "a fresh articulation 
of the ecumenical calling which responds to the yearnings of people of our 
time". 


Speaking to the Council of Churches in the Netherlands on the observance of 
its 25th anniversary, Raiser said ecumenical life in the Netherlands at the 
time of the Council’s founding provided an inspiring laboratory for the wider 
ecumenical movement. But many people in the "generation of ‘'68" have lost 
their youthful dreams and withdrawn, he said. 


Raiser also noted the "erosion of traditional church life" in Western Europe 
and the United States, and a "growing feeling" that interchurch dialogue has 
"exhausted its usefulness". 


"It has become urgent to articulate afresh the understanding of the ‘one 
ecumenical movement’", the general secretary said, calling for acceptance of 
manifestations of the ecumenical movement outside its organized forms. 


He said the WCC’s current effort to draw member churches into reflection on 
their common understanding of the Council and of the ecumenical vision would 
continue until the next general assembly in 1998, when the WCC will celebrate 
its 50th anniversary. 


The WCC Central Committee is scheduled to decide on the location of the 1998 
assembly when it meets in January 1994. The Netherlands member churches 
invited it to meet in Amsterdam, the site of its founding assembly in 1948. 


The Netherlands Council also heard an address by Cardinal Edward J. Cassidy, 
a former papal nuncio to the Netherlands and now president of the Vatican 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity. He said the Netherlands Council was 
one of the first national councils to have the Roman Catholic Church as a full 
member, and that there are now 41. 


Lack of progress on some pastoral problems such as mixed marriages, he said, 
derives from the failure of theological dialogue to resolve differences "on 
issues related to the nature and mission of the church". 


"The Catholic Church has committed itself to ecumenism with an irrevocable 
decision", Cassidy said. But he added that the Catholic Church believes the 
goal is full communion, and a council "must be clear about its limitations". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.06.53 
Kim Dae-Jung visits WCC headquarters 


GENEVA (EPS) - To visit the Geneva offices of the World Council of Churches 
(16 June) was like "coming home", said veteran South Korean political leader 
Kim Dae-Jung. Kim has been in Europe since resigning his national assembly 
seat after a third unsuccessful bid for the South Korean presidency in 
December. 


Acknowledging WCC support for the Korean people, Kim expressed special thanks 
for its encouragement of him and his family. During years of opposition to 
successive military governments, he faced sedition charges, six years’ 
imprisonment in solitary confinement and a death sentence, as well as a failed 
kidnapping and assassination attempt by South Korean security agents while he 
was in exile in Tokyo in 1973. International pressure led to commutation of 
Kim’s 1980 death sentence and release from prison, though he remained under 
house arrest and surveillance for some time. 


General Secretary Konrad Raiser told Kim that "the situation of the Korean 
people has been very close to the hearts, minds and prayers of the WCC since 
the Korean War". Noting that the WCC has followed "with great respect your own 
struggle for democracy and human rights in Korea over many years", he added 
that "we now respect your decision to leave the immediate political arena to 
join the cause of your country on a different level as elder statesman". 


Kim has been a visiting fellow at Cambridge University since January. He is 
returning to Korea to set up a foundation to focus on a "Smooth" reunification 
of North and South Korea and to promote peace and democracy in Asia. Three 
visits to Germany during his time in Europe have heightened his awareness of 
the difficulties of reunifying a long-divided country, he said. 


Kim favours a three-stage plan that would move the two Koreas from a 
confederation to a federal republic to complete unification. He expressed hope 
that the first stage, which could last five to ten years, might be underway 
by 1995, the fiftieth anniversary of liberation from Japan. 


On the other hand, he said, "if the North Korean government were to collapse 
like East Germany’s", the result could be a military takeover or an intense 
power struggle between hardliners and moderates. He warned that victory by 
hardliners in the North, who believe South Korea cannot be trusted, could lead 
to an attack on the South and a devastating conflict "in which there will be 
millions of deaths and no winners". Thus, Kim said, he has always insisted 
"that we should not try to force the North Korean government to fall but 
should encourage the moderates. For taking that position I was labelled a 
‘pro-Communist’ by the military regimes." 


Kim said he believes democracy and mutual understanding are gradually 
developing in South Korea, though he added that "we are carefully watching Kim 
Young Sam’s government". He said he recently cautioned student leaders who had 
clashed with police in Seoul that "we must go with our people, and our people 
do not support violence", which could be used to justify repression by the 
"many reactionaries in Kim Young Sam’s administration who want to destroy the 
student movement totally". 


"The influence of those churches in South Korea who advocate God’s justice is 
declining," Kim warned. "We have three million Catholics and ten million 
Protestants, but many are conservatives who pray only for themselves -- let 
me become rich, let my son be admitted to the university, make my health 
better. 


"I myself have tried to be a good and faithful Christian," Kim added. "My 
faith sometimes wavered during the time when the military government tried to 
take my life. I wondered why, if there really is a God, he allowed a situation 
in which such evil was triumphing over the yood to continue. But in the end, 
despite my doubts, I have always believed that God is with me. 


Kim paid a special tribute to the support he has received over the years from 
his wife Lee Hee Ho, who accompanied him to Geneva. The visit to the WCC was 
especially appropriate for them, he suggested, because of their ecumenical 
marriage -- he is a Roman Catholic, she a Methodist. [EPS] 
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Scottish Anglicans move towards ordaining women 


By Robert Nowell 


EDINBURGH (EPS) - Scottish Anglicans took the first step towards ordaining 
women to the priesthood (18 June) when the synod of the Scottish Episcopal 
Church approved the first stage of legislation to allow women to become 
priests (and bishops). The legislation now goes to the church’s seven 
dioceses for discussion before returning to the synod next year for final 
approval, when two-thirds majorities will be needed in all three of the 
synod’s houses of bishops, clergy and laity. 


While on this occasion the bishops voted six to one in favour and the clergy 
61 to 15 (an 80 per cent majority), the voting among the laity suggests it may 
be touch and go next year: the vote was 48 to 24 with one abstention - just 
short of the necessary two thirds. 


Opening the debate, Bishop Bruce Cameron of Aberdeen said that if the issue 
had arisen simply because some women wanted to be ordained, he might question 
its timeliness. "But I do believe that God is calling his church to an 
enriched and whole ministry - men and women, clergy and laity - and that this 
is the time for us in the Scottish Episcopal Church, as part of our response 
to that call, to open the ordained priesthood to women", he said. 


Opposing the move, Bishop George Sessford of Moray asked whether their church 
was in fact a Scottish branch of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church 
they confessed in the creed "or is it just a small eccentric Protestant sect 
ascribing! to, .tself.the. authority ~to rewrite the » faith. of Catholic 
Christendom". [EPS] 


EPS.493.,06:55 
Opponents of women priests to get safeguards 


By Robert Nowell 


Safeguards for opponents of women priests within the Church of England are to 
be embodied in an act of synod, the Church of England’s House of Bishops 
decided at a recent meeting in Manchester. 


An act of synod is morally though not legally binding, and is the same kind 
of instrument as the acts of convocation through which the Church of England 
Maintains (with only comparatively few exceptions) its ban on the re-marriage 
in church of divorced persons during the lifetime of the previous spouse. 
Embodying the safeguards in an act of synod is expected to allay any 
hesitations in Parliament over giving the necessary approval to the measure 
to allow women priests. 


The safeguards are a refined version of those drawn up by the bishops in 


January. They include the appointment of two or three "flying bishops" who 
would provide episcopal ministry for priests and parishes opposed to women 
priests. In addition, it is envisaged that in each region of four or five 


dioceses one or more bishops will be nominated by the diocesan bishops to care 
for the dissidents. 


To be debated by the general synod when it meets in York (9-13 July) and to 
be formally considered by the synod in November, the act declares that "there 
will be no discrimination against candidates either for ordination or for 
appointment to senior office in the Church of England on the grounds of their 
views about the ordination of women to the priesthood". 


The proposed safeguards had the backing of all the bishops except John Austin 
Baker of Salisbury. He said the proposed act came "dangerously close" to 
setting up two churches. 


A month earlier he upset opponents of women priests by saying, "What cannot 
be right is to ordain or consecrate in the future someone who does not merely 
doubt the wisdom or timeliness of such reform but is convinced that some whom 
the church gives him as fellow priests are not priests at all." [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.56 
British Methodists avoid split over homosexuality 


By Robert Nowell 


DERBY, England - The risk of a split in British Methodism over whether 
practising homosexuals should be admitted to its ministry and membership was 
averted at the annual meeting of the Methodist Conference of Great Britain in 
Derby. 


After an all-day debate (29 June) the conference opted by 293 votes to 250, 
with 16 abstentions, for a compromise which simply reaffirmed the church’s 
traditional teaching on human sexuality - "namely chastity for all outside 
marriage and fidelity within it". But the conference then went on by a 
Similar majority - 313 to 217, with 27 abstentions - to recognize, affirm and 
celebrate "the participation and ministry of lesbians and gay men in the 
church" and to call on the Methodist people "to begin a pilgrimage of faith 
to combat repression and discrimination, to work for justice and human rights, 
and to give dignity and worth to people whatever their sexuality". 


Passionate views were expressed on both sides in the debate, from on the one 
hand those for whom homosexual behaviour was unequivocally condemned by 
scripture and those who, like one minister, argued that "to reject people for 
what they are and not for what they have done is very much against scripture 
and against our tradition". 


The conference laid out its basic position on human sexuality in three 
resolutions which attracted well over 500 votes in favour out of a total of 


550" These affirmed "the joy of human sexuality as God’s gift and the place 
of every human being within the grace of God", rejected as unacceptable and 
contradicting God’s purposes "all practices of sexuality which are 


promiscuous, exploitative or demeaning in any way", and stated that "a person 
shall not be debarred from the church on the grounds of sexual orientation in 
itself. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.57 
Latin American resource-sharing group meets in Argentina 


How should the ecumenical movement respond to new challenges in Latin America? 
was the question addressed by participants at a meeting of the WCC Latin 
American Regional Resource-Sharing Group held (6-9 May) in Buenos Aires. 


Participants, including WCC Central Committee co-moderator Nelida Ritchie, 
Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) general secretary Felipe Adolf, and 
Argentinian theologian José Miguez Bonino, agreed that the central regional 
reality today is imposed neoliberalism. 


From enumerating neoliberalism’s main characteristics (privatization of social 
services, concentration of wealth, subordination of democracy to market needs, 
exclusion of and disdain for the poor and the ecosystem) and its devastating 
effects on people and the environment, participants turned to a review of 
earlier ecumenical approaches to injustice in the region. 


Anivaldo Padilha, director of the Brazilian ecumenical documentation and 
information centre CEDI, remarked that "The politics of popular movements over 
the past twenty years were inspired by a socialist utopia. We thought the 
struggle against dictatorships through organizing and strengthening popular 
movements would lead to social transformation along socialist lines. 


"Today. . . that goal has not been achieved. On one hand the economic and 
social situation has deterioriated. On the other the movements were incapable 
of creating a culture of democracy within their own ranks. . . Many sectors 
were excluded because they lacked a specific ideological profile." 


Continuing his critique, fleshed out in the ensuing debate, Padilha suggested 
that in spite of its decisive contribution to world theological thought 
liberation theology, on which many ecumenical service organizations based 
their action, now needs to make "a qualitative jump". "Liberation theology has 
neglected the cultural-symbolical dimension. In some cases theological 
reflection was subordinated to the social sciences and so lost its autonomy. 
In others the biblical concept of poverty was reduced to a sociological one, 
the Reign of God to the historical project of socialism. Base ecclesial 
communities would become the church of the poor. That didn’t happen. The poor 
are in the Pentecostal churches! [over] 
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"With the fall of real socialism and the triumph of neoliberalism, popular 
movements and diaconal services inspired by socialism were thrown into crisis. 

. Many sectors to whom the ecumenical organizations were linked are starting 
to stress a search for alternatives via party politics instead of seeking 
signs among the excluded. . . And so they are trapped by the system." 


Pursuing the evaluation, a participant observed that Latin American 
intellectuals and the ecumenical movement had distanced themselves from the 
masses. On the idea that Christians ought to work outside the system, another 
questioned the value of "self-exclusion" by middleclass people "who can always 
get back in". 


"We poor people have always been excluded!" one woman participant protested. 
"Now others are being pushed out and worrying about exclusion. It’s disturbing 
the way they’re trying to use the poor and the church of the poor. We. .. are 
organized around worship and celebrating. In this space, all are equal before 
God and can contribute to meet each other’s needs." 


To respond to some of these challenges, Padilha suggested, ecumenical 
organizations should devote attention to excluded sectors "who manage to 
resist the system at the cultural, symbolical level". Since their main task 
is to build hope, which happens largely at a symbolic level, ecumenical groups 
should emphasize cultural and religious activities, and develop a theology of 
culture that allows unconditional and serious dialogue with indigenous and 
afroamerican faiths. 


At the end of its meeting the Group resolved to continue its efforts to 
analyse regional realities, with particular attention to "the symbolic, 
religious and cultural universe of our peoples". [EPS] 
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Congo: church compound attacked, children abducted 


Latest in a series of events threatening to plunge the Congo into civil war 
was an attack (June 17) on the headquarters of the Evangelical Church of the 
Congo (EEC) by armed militia identified with the country’s opposition 
coalition. 


An armed squad broke into the EEC compound where, after causing considerable 
damage to buildings and grounds, they threatened church workers and their 
families. Returning the following day, they kidnapped two children, one of 
them the son of church president Alphonse Mbama (who at the time was visiting 
Sweden with his wife) they released the children several hours later. 


Congo’s political crisis began with the dissolution of the government on 31 
October 1992 (after an opposition motion of censure) and, ten days later, the 
dissolution of parliament by president Pascal Lissouba. He scheduled new 
legislative elections for the following May. 


The first round of elections on 30 May was won by the presidential coalition. 
Accusing the latter of fraud, the opposition (composed of three parties 
including the former single ruling party) refused to participate in the second 
round (scheduled for 6 June), and demanded a rerun of the first in areas where 
it had been defeated. 


Despite attempts by church leaders and the army to bring the two camps 
together for discussion, the opposition set up roadblocks in the southern 
quarters of the capital and posted militia squads to stop normal activity, 
declaring Brazzaville a "dead city". 


With gunfire echoing across the city, most government ministries and public 
offices closed and rail services were suspended. Sniper bullets claimed 
several victims, and members of the presidential coalition or people coming 
from the same region as the president were harassed. Reports were also 
received of disturbances in the interior protesting the opposition’s actions 
in the capital. 


The reasons for the attack on the EEC compound and staff are not yet known. 
Since many EEC staff are from the president’s home region, and he is a member 
of the church, the motive may be tribal vengeance. After protesting the 
attack, the church asked other member-churches of the national council of 
churches to stand in solidarity with it. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.59 
Reports indicate healing in Bulgarian church 


Reports from Bulgaria speak of new hopes for progress in healing divisions 
that have simmered within the Orthodox Church for several years, centering on 
charges and counter-charges of collaboration by hierarchs with the former 
Communist rulers. 


Tensions broke into the open in May 1992 when a group of metropolitans formed 
a counter-synod, elected Metropolitan Pimen of Nevrokop to replace Patriarch 
Maxim as president of the synod and occupied the episcopal palace in Sofia. 
No Orthodox Church recognized the dissident group; and several publicly 
condemned the breakaway. 


While signs of reconciliation have now appeared within the church in recent 
weeks, a core of dissidents around Christopher Sabev, a parliamentarian and 
atomic physicist educated in the former Soviet Union who has been consecrated 
(uncanonically, opponents say) as a bishop, has been raising the tone of its 
attacks on the church hierarchy, Orthodox churches elsewhere and the World 
Council of Churches. 


In a letter (21 June) responding to "false and groundless statements" against 
the ecumenical movement and its leadership, WCC General Secretary Konrad 
Raiser assured the two Bulgarian members of the Council’s Central Committee 
"of our solidarity with you in these difficult days, expressed first of all 
in our intercessions, but also in our readiness to offer whatever assistance 
might be useful to those who are struggling to maintain the faithful witness 
ins undtyrotitvyour «hunch. 


Raiser recalled that the WCC has assisted the Bulgarian Orthodox Church in 
religious and theological education, humanitarian aid and social services for 
many years. The aid included scholarships for study abroad, purchase of 
theological books and provision of medicine and medical treatment outside the 
country. 


"Unfortunately," the general secretary wrote to Metropolitan Dometian of Vidin 
and Dimitar Kirov, a lay theologian, "plans for more extensive assistance of 
this type have been hindered by the divisions within the Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church and among the churches in Bulgaria. We have been saddened to learn that 
this situation of disunity is being exploited by other religious groups from 
outside who have been attacking all the historic churches in Bulgaria and, 
indeed, many Orthodox churches elsewhere." Raiser called healing divisions 
in the Orthodox Church and building cooperation among all churches in Bulgaria 
"the most urgent tasks facing all who cherish the sanctifying role of the 
church in bringing the values of the gospel into the life of a new society". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.06.60 
Consultation urges change in development model 


Opinions on "sustainable development" may differ, but today’s dominant 
development model is unsustainable economically as well as morally and 
spiritually. Changing it will require "a major shift in patterns of production 
and consumption, especially among the rich nations". 


That is one of the conclusions of a thirty-page report drafted by 28 
ecologists, economists and theologians from Europe, North America, Africa, 
Asia and the Caribbean who took part in a five-day mid-June consultation at 
the WCC’s Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, near Geneva. 


The meeting was sponsored by the Visser '’t Hooft Endowment Fund in cooperation 
with the Ecumenical Institute and the WCC’s Programme Unit on Justice, Peace 
and Creation. The Fund, which honours the memory of the WCC’s first general 
secretary (1948-66) Willem A. Visser ‘t Hooft, is dedicated to the study of 
important contemporary issues from the perspective of the ecumenical movement. 


Preparatory papers for the gathering included a review by UN Conference on 
Environment and Development consultant Janos Pasztor of the environment- 
development debate since the "Earth Summit" a year ago, a survey by Swiss 
Reformed theologian Lukas Vischer of ecumenical thought on humanity and 
creation, reflection by World Bank economist Herman E. Daly on ecological 
challenges to traditional economic understandings and a presentation on how 
countries in the South view the justice-ecology debate. [over] 
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Suggesting that "the idea of a just and sustainable society provides the basis 
for a critique of all systems and regnant ideologies", the consultation report 
notes two important shifts: "from a world that is relatively empty to one that 
is relatively full with regard to its capacity to absorb the consequences of 
human activity in the global economy as it is currently organized", and from 
belief in the indestructibility of the earth’s foundations to the realization 
that they are literally being destroyed. 


These shifts set limits to earlier notions of solving economic problems like 
poverty and unemployment by growth and expansion, the report says. That in 
turn makes it evident "that the poverty endured by millions of people is 
itself a manifestation of a lack of sustainability due to misuse of the finite 
resources: of =the planet. 


"A choice has to be made in favour of an appropriate scale of production and 
consumption, especially in the rich Northern societies, so that the earth is 
not overburdened and so that the poor can live." This does not’ entail 
replacing the market economy with "another kind of centrally planned state", 
but identifying a set of "boundary conditions, particularly with regard to the 
maximum use of resources and the maximum allowable emission of such pollutants 
as carbon dioxide." It might also mean weakening the link between employment 
and income and reducing employment responsible for output growth. "Green 
unemployment" caused by closing environmentally unsound factories could be 
compensated for by creating "green employment", implying care and maintenance 
of culture and nature. 


However, the report says, "when we address the great international issue of 
radical disparities between rich and poor, it is hard to be cheerful. The old 
hope of overcoming the gap by making everybody rich was always an evasion. Our 
newer awareness of ecological limits makes the hope even more fraudulent. Even 
though our expectations are sober, we will continue to testify to the need and 
look for answers." 


Among theological challenges the consultation identified are overcoming 
anthropocentrism and uncovering the meaning of "development and abundant life 
in the context of biophysical limits" and of "Christian hope in the context 
of the collapse of utopian thinking in central and eastern Europe and the 
unique challenge of ecological destruction". 


wcc staff member Wesley Granberg-Michaelson suggested that the report "opens 
up new territory for ecumenical social ethics by talking about economic 
sustainability and ecological justice rather than ecological sustainability 
and economic justice". That might help overcome some of the dichotomies that 
usually arise, he said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.61 
Southern Baptists oppose Clinton on abortion, homosexuality 


HOUSTON (EPS) - A resolution urging President Bill Clinton, a Southern 
Baptist, to "stand for biblical morality" and reverse positions he has taken 
favourable to advocates of abortion and homosexual rights was passed "with 
only scattered opposition" at the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 


Convention, Baptist Press reported. But ‘a move “to” deny seating” to 
"messengers" from Clinton’s home congregation, Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, was defeated. Taking up another issue widely debated 


by the denomination in recent years, the Southern Baptists declared 
Freemasonry had elements incompatible with "Christianity and Southern Baptist 
doctrine", but that membership should be "a matter of personal conscience". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.06.62 
World Vision head criticizes UN on Somalia 


(EPS) - The international president of World Vision has criticized United 
Nations forces in Somalia for shooting civilians. "The killing of unarmed 
women and children in Somalia by the UN troops has intensified an uncontrolled 
spiral of vengeance and retaliation that may make it impossible for relief 
agencies like World Vision to help restore hope to the Somali people", said 
Graeme Irvine in a statement 14 June. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.63 
WARC delegation observes Malawi election 


(EPS) - An 11-member delegation from the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(WARC) reported that it saw "very few irregularities" when it observed the 


Malawi referendum on multi-partv democracy (14 June). The delegation, led 
by WARC vice president Benjamin Masilo of Lesotho, issued a statement in the 
Malawi capital, Lilongwe, declaring, "We have noted with concern earlier 


reports of political harassment and a systematic bias towards the ruling party 
in the months leading up to the referendum, but on 14 June 1993, we personally 
observed a remarkable display of patience, good humour and commitment to 
democracy." [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.64 
China council asks end to identity cards 


Amity News Service reports that the China Christian Council (CCC) has asked 
the government religious affairs bureau to put a stop to the sale of 
"Christian identity cards". According to the Protestant monthly Tian Feng, the 
requirement that Christians in some areas buy and carry the cards violates 
constitutional guarantees of religious freedom. 


Christian identity cards (recently replaced in some areas by "Christian 
Patriotic Pledge Cards") include the bearer’s name, photo, age and signature 
as well as regulations, such as the requirement to produce the card on demand 
or the stipulation that the holder may participate in religious activities 
only in designated venues. 


Tian Feng also said national policies on religion, which it called good and 
reasonable, need better implementation at the local level, where government 
bodies sometimes "oversee much that they should not oversee", including 
internal church affairs. Among examples cited were "evangelism permits" issued 
in one county, attempts by a municipal government to decide when a pastor 
should retire and a ban on singing "Spirituals" in church because of "overseas 
infiltration" when in fact the songs in question were hymns by Chinese 
Christians set to folk tunes. Meanwhile, a dangerous "new phenomenon" in the 
countryside is the use of civil militia, whose members do not understand 
religious policy, to supervise and control religion. 


A four-person delegation from the Moscow Patriarchate made the first official 
Russian Orthodox visit to Chinese churches in mid-May. At a reception hosted 
by CCC president K.H. Ting in Nanjing, Metropolitan Kirill of Smolensk called 
for strengthened relations between the two churches on the ground of the "many 
Similarities” in their histories. "There is hardly another church in the 
world that can understand your history as well as we can", Kirill said. 


Asked about the influx of "aggressive evangelical groups from the USA", Kirill 
said, "We suffer a lot from them. They take advantage of our people’s economic 
difficulties and think Russia is a spiritual desert. . . On this point, we 
agree with the adherence to self-propagation in the Chinese church." [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.65 
Norway: consecration of first woman bishop in Nordic countries 


Rosemarie Koehn was consecrated Church of Norway bishop of Hamar in Ascension 
Day (20 May) services conducted by Bishop Andreas Aarflot of Oslo and attended 
by Norwegian King Harald and Queen Sonja. 


Referring in his sermon to protests in conservative church circles over 
Koehn’s appointment as the first woman bishop in the Nordic countries, Aarflot 
noted that "in the body of Christ some of the nerve fibres today feel pain and 
anxiety". And he urged, "Let us pray that the body of Christ is capable of 
carrying both the joy and the sorrow and be held together by the Holy Spirit’s 
Ces (OL unity. ° 


The first woman pastor in the Norwegian Lutheran church was ordained in 1961, 
also in the diocese of Hamar. 


Born in Rathenow, near Berlin, Koehn came to Norway as a refugee on Christmas 
Eve 1946, when she was seven years old. Since 1989 she has been principal of 
the Practical Theology Seminary at the University of Oslo. [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.66 
French Reformed debate mission responsibility 


The church’s responsibility in foreign mission was a subject of vigorous 
debate during the annual meeting, in Le Havre, of the synod of the Reformed 
Church of France (20-23 May). 


At the centre of the discussion was an evaluation of the French Evangelical 
Department for Apostolic Action (DEFAP), the joint mission agency of the 
French Protestant churches. Along with the Evangelical Community for Apostolic 
Action (CEVAA) -- whose members are churches in Africa, Latin America, the 
South Pacific and Europe -- DEFAP was established in 1971 to replace the Paris 
Evangelical Missionary Society. 


Critics suggested that DEFAP’s orientation has changed from what the churches 
agreed on twenty years ago and that, as one delegate put it, "it is now trying 
to improve the world, even though there are nongovernmental organizations to 
do that". Another raised the more general issue of the effectiveness of aid 
given to churches overseas through DEFAP, suggesting that only high-level 
political action can resolve the real problems there. 


Bible society president Serge Oberkampf warned that if DEFAP did not give more 
attention to "witness" overseas, fundamentalist sects "are there to give 
ready-made answers". But DEFAP general secretary Alain Rey underlined the 
global character of mission, arguing that the witness of Christians comes from 
their response "to local needs, which are first of all social, educational and 
humanitarian". 


In a resolution affirming its participation in DEFAP and adopted by a large 
majority, the synod said that "our church has received from its Lord the 
essential mission of participating in the announcement of Jesus Christ in all 
the earth. In this, witness and service, gospel and development, word and deed 
are inextricably linked, even if each of us does not place the accent on the 
same side." 


At the same time, the resolution pointed to "Significant deficiencies in the 
functioning, communication and visibility" of both DEFAP and CEVAA, saying 
that they have failed to bring alive at the local level the reality of the 
universal church". The synod proposed the creation, with its other partners, 
of a committee to propose needed structural changes to enable DEFAP to 
"Sensitize anew the members of our churches to their missionary 
responsibilities". Meanwhile, congregations were urged to continue faithfully 
to support mission projects and to reflect on their own mission engagement, 
including its "universal dimension". [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.67 
Refugee population grew in 1992 


Despite massive repatriation of Afghans and Cambodians, the world refugee 
population continued to grow during 1992, according to the 1993 World Refugee 
Survey, published by the United States Committee for Refugees (USCR). This 
committee, which is supported by Church World Service, relief and development 
arm of the US National Council of Churches, publishes an annual survey of the 
global refugee situation; the 1993 volume reports on conditions in more than 
120 countries. 


Some 3 million new refugees - more than half of them from the former 
Yugoslavia - are among the 17.5 million refugees worldwide, according to USCR. 
At the same time the number of internally displaced persons, who have fled 
their homes but not their countries, has grown to 25 million. 


The Survey also underlines difficulties faced by the large-scale repatriations 
of refugees in 1992. Nearly 2 million Afghan refugees returning from Pakistan 
and Iran "were left largely to fend for themselves" once they arrived home; 
and about 250,000 Cambodians came back from Thai border camps to a situation 
of great political uncertainty. 


Besides Yugoslavia, major "refugee outflows" in 1992 were in the republics of 
the former Soviet Union, Mozambique, Burma and Somalia. USCR director Roger 
Winter said thousands of people suffered needlessly in 1992 as a result of the 
lack of coherent or morally accountable action by the international community. 
[over] 
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"Making the UN effective, responding to the worldwide ‘law and order deficit’, 
reducing the availability of weapons (big and small). . . these are the issues 
1992 has bequeathed to 1993," Winter wrote in the introduction to the Survey. 
"Responding well to these issues will affect the lot of future refugees and 
displaced people far more than all the relief supplies our minds can 
conceive." [EPS] 


EPS 93.06.68 
US Christians and Jews seek moral consensus 


Leaders of US Christian and Jewish communities have joined in the "first 
effort to forge a national moral consensus" since the civil rights movement 
of the 1960s, Religious News Service reports. 


The subject of the campaign is social welfare, and the method is the 
mobilization of 250 000 synagogues, parishes and congregations. 


At a conference in early June, executives of the National Council of Churches, 
US Catholic Conference and Synagogue Council of America unveiled the first 
step of their new effort, issuing a 4000-word "Call to the Common Ground for 
the Common Good." While avoiding specific policy proposals, the document 
suggests that the situation of society’s weakest members is "a crucial moral 
test" of the common good. 


"Our national social deficits are as important as our fiscal deficits," NCC 
general secretary Joan Brown Campbell said. "The issue before us is, whence 
comes the moral voice to raise with equal passion the issue of the social 
deficit?" 


Those issuing the call hope to begin a national debate like the one sparked 
by the religious community in the late 1950s and 1960s when its leaders 
aligned themselves with the civil rights movement despite initial opposition 
from many members. 


"A hallmark of the religious vocation is not to accept the status quo," said 
Rabbi Henry Michelman, executive vice president of the Synagogue Council of 
America. 


The document sets forth a six-point agenda: a priority for the poor; a focus 
on basic human dignity and needs; genuine reform of the welfare system; 
respect for diversity; a new politics of community; and commitment to 
empowerment. 


"The absence of decent work and housing, of an equitable and effective system 
of education and especially of affordable and universal health care undermine 
the well-being of millions," the Call says. "The search for the common good 
must prevail over the powerful defenders of the status quo in these crucial 
tests for community." [EPS] 


EPS. 93.06.69 
WCC names representative in Guatemala 


The World Council of Churches (WCC) has appointed a new representative to the 
Grupo Internacional de Acompafiamiento a la Repatriacién (GRICAR: International 
Group to Accompany the Repatriation) in Guatemala. David Long, a US Lutheran 
serving as a missionary in El Salvador, has been named to begin work in 
Guatemala 1 July, succeeding Philip Anderson. 


GRICAR was convened by the Swedish Embassy in Guatemala to verify the 
implementation of the agreements reached between CEAR (the Guatemalan 
government refugee commission) and CCPP (the refugee Permanent Commissions) , 
to accompany the actual repatriation movements, and to back the mediation 
process. 


At the request of the Permanent Commissions of Guatemalan Refugees in Southern 
Mexico and CIEDEG, the Council of Evangelical Churches of Guatemala, the WCC 
agreed to be part of GRICAR. The Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI), 
the Lutheran World Federation, the National Council of Churches of the USA and 
Canadian churches supported the request from Guatemala, and asked the WCC to 
assume this role on their behalf to contribute to ensuring that the return and 
reintegration of the Guatemalan refugees from Mexico is conducted in dignity 
and security. [EPS] 


Se wm ah 


c 2100, CH-1211 Geneva2 Phone: (41-22) 7916515 Fax: (41-22) 7981346 Telex: 415730 OIK CH  ditortorGiltar Witibot 
Interim Editor : Tracy Early 

Year/Issue: (60/19) 

Month/Date: (07/13) 


WORLD COUNCH Of CuiDrur 
VYUMLU CO WiNWwih. i UnUrnvE ih 
librany 


> O Roy o40Nn 
* WA i 


ee 
: 


FOR THE PERIOD 1-15 JULY 1993 


LWF votes to meet in Hong Kong 93 07,01 
Catholic-Orthodox commission rejects "uniatism" wO2 
wCC team recommends racism programme for Germany .03 
Raiser supports Albanian Orthodox .04 
Orthodox assess future in Europe 05 
Church leaders deplore attack on Iraq .06 
Raiser praises South African ecumenical council on anniversary Poe 
South African ecumenical council closes office for exiles .08 
Kenyan president reacts to church council .09 
Zimbabwe office aids Mozambican refugees -10 
Networks explore "civil society" ei 
US ambassador to Vatican approved Bake) 
Another president co-chairing Faith & Order drive 73 
UK: Anglicans and Catholics combine in Opposition to euthanasia 14 
WACC asks for "communication for human dignity" mins) 
Nigerian churches urge acceptance of election s 16 
Indian church leader dies a Oy | 
UK: Catholic bishop wants local decision on Anglican priests .18 
Philippines ecumenical council will focus on economics ae) 
Salvation Army gets Russian officers yr) 
Ecutext: Raiser sermon at closing service of Kirchentag Se 


ical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
@ Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
sfily those of the WCC or the partners 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 60 / Issue 19 


Sener) Vi Amir ek 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 819750 U0K. pounds ; 
53.50 US dollars; “65790 Canadian dollars: 

75 Australian dollars; 77.50 Swiss francs; 89.50 New Zealand dollars; 91.50 
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The following materials are available free of charge from the WCC’s Programme Unit on Life, 
Education and Mission (P.O. Box 2100; 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland): 

® Guidelines on Drug Donations (English, French, Spanish, German; a Latvian translation 
is available from the WCC or from Ilze Aizsilniece; Latvian Academy of Medicine; Dzirciema str. 16; 
Riga 226 007). 

@ Proceedings of a February 1993 conference of churches’ health coordinating agencies 
in East, Central and Southern Africa on Sustainability of Churches’ Essential Drugs Supply Systems. 
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The All Africa Conference of Churches is seeking an Executive Director and Chief Editor for the 
Africa Christian Information Service (ACIS). Qualifications: "Mature Christian. Integrity. Initiative. 
Substantial demonstrated planning and management competence and experience. Experience in 
team membership and team leadership. Post-graduate degree or equivalent. Experience in 
communications management and/or development. Experience with or in communications related 
departments/organizations." 


Applications, curriculum vitae and letters of recommendation should be sent before 1 August 1993 
to The General Secretary, All Africa Conference of Churches, P.O. Box 14205, Nairobi, Kenya. 
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EPS 93.07.01 
LWF votes to meet in Hong Kong 


KRISTIANSAND, Norway (EPS) --The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) has voted to 
hold its next assembly in Hong Kong in July 1997, the first scheduled 
international gathering after the turnover of the British colony to China 1 
July. 


LWF General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett recommended the action to the LWF 
Council, a 49-member body that is the highest authority between assemblies, 
at its annual meeting 20-30 June in Kristiansand, Norway. 


After prolonged debate over circumstances in which Christians might approve 
use of military force, the Council also adopted a major statement on "Seeking 
Peace in the Former Yugoslavia". It declared, "In this sinful world the 
threat of the use of military actions seems unavoidable in order to protect 
human life, to limit killing and to avoid even greater suffering". 


Other resolutions called on Staalsett to write United Nations Secretary 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali urging increased efforts to deal with the 
Liberian crisis, and to write Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel 
protesting the 2 April closure of the occupied territories as a "violation of 
the fundamental rights of the Palestinian people". 


The Council also reaffirmed that "democracy is the only future" in South 
Africa, supported efforts of the Korean people for reunification, endorsed 
recommendations of an Ecumenical Delegation for Peace that visited Central 
America and reaffirmed LWF support for a negotiated settlement of the 
Guatemala conflict. 


Recommending Hong Kong, Staalsett noted that the LWF had held five assemblies 
in Europe and one each in North America, Latin America and Africa, but never 
one in Asia. The LWF, a federation of 114 churches, was invited to Hong Kong 
by its four members that together form the Chinese Lutheran Churches Hong Kong 
Association: Chinese Rhenish Church, Hong Kong Synod; Evangelical Luthern 
church of Hong Kong; Tsung Tsin Mission (Hong Kong) and Hong Kong and Macao 
Lutheran Church. They have a total of about 40 000 members in Hong Kong, the 
New Territories and Macao. 


Invitations had also been received from member churches in Canada, Germany, 
Norway and Sweden. Of 39 Council members voting, 21 favoured Hong Kong, 11 
Canada, four Germany, two Sweden and one Norway. 


Some speakers warned of the danger that developments connected with the 
transfer of authority could create problems for the 1997 Assembly. They 
recalled the plans to hold the 1970 Assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil, and the 
subsequent decision that the political situation made it advisable to meet 
elsewhere. But Staalsett said the risk was part of the "normal realities" a 
global organization had to face. 


Paul Wee, assistant general secretary for international affairs and human 
rights, said in an interview that during a recent visit to Beijing, Staalsett 
received assurances from government authorities that human rights questions 
could be discussed freely at the Assembly. 


China has received LWF criticism in the past. In June 1989, following the 
events in Tiananmen Square, Staalsett issued a statement expressing "shock and 
sorrow" at the "brutal suppression of students, workers and others dedicated 
to a patriotic and nonviolent struggle for increased democracy". He called 
for government authorities to "bring the present tragic and bloody slaughter 
to an immediate end". 


The Council decided that a study project on China should be conducted by the 
Department for Theology and Studies, with a Chinese theologian chosen to head 
the project from a base in Hong Kong. The study is to focus on the self- 
understanding of the church in China. 


Wee said the resolution on the former Yugoslavia did not establish any new 
positions regarding the question of military force, but brought a serious 
reexamination of the conditions under which force might be used. It also 
produced, he said, a reaffirmation of a part of the Lutheran tradition that 
some people had perhaps forgotten, the acceptance by the Augsburg Confession 
(article 16) of participation in "just wars". [over] 
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Staalsett told the Council that an "inferno of ethnic cleansing and anarchy" 
made it necessary for Lutherans to update and apply the "just war" doctrine. 
Appeals to continue a "notoriously flawed peace process" risk becoming 
complicity in war, he said. 


LWF President Gottfried Brakemeier criticized the initial draft of the 
resolution for a "very dangerous" attempt to mix theological thinking on "just 
War" With a2 particular siuuat lo. Churches are not. competent to make 
strategic judgments on the particular situation, but should focus on efforts 
for peace even if they think violence cannot always be avoided, he said. 


The revised resolution, adopted by a vote of 22-4 with 8 abstentions, did not 
use the term "just wars". But it itemized conditions that must be met for use 
OF military act ror. 


A decision to use force, the resolution said, must be a "last resort", made 
openly by a "commonly-accepted international authority" and carried out with 
"limited, proportionate" means. Military action must also have a reasonable 
chance of success and be employed as "part of a larger effort of humanitarian 
aid, economic support and the promotion of democratic structures following the 
conflict," the LWF said. 


Calling for a number of actions in response to "torture, killing on a massive 
scale and other atrocities, especially the degrading treatment and rape of 
women" in the former Yugoslavia, the Council urged the UN to intensify its 
efforts to protect civilians and end hostilities. And the resolution conveyed 
to the UN the LWF’s opposition to any settlement that legalized the results 
of "ethnic cleansing". 


By action of the resolution, the LWF voted to join "ecumenical partners" in 
establishing a fund for "reconstruction of churches, mosques and synagogues 
in the former Yugoslavia". 


The resolutions on Central America and Guatemala were related to an April 
visit to Guatemala and El Salvador by an Ecumenical Delegation for Peace, 
which included representatives of the LWF, World Council of Churches, Latin 
American Council of Churches, US National Council of Churches and Vatican 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity. 


A report of the delegation containing 32 recommendations was approved in 
principle and referred to the general secretary for implementation. 


In other business, the Council heard a report that the LWF Executive Committee 
had appointed a seven-member search committee headed by Bishop Horst Hirschler 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hannover to seek a new general 
secretary. Staalsett announced earlier this year that he would retire at the 
end of October 1994 and return to his home country, Norway. 


On finances, Staalsett reported that steps to produce a balanced budget had 
"Droven effective", but that the LWF would have to continue to live with 
limited funding in the coming years. He said the LWF German National 
Committee, which provides about 40 per cent of the administrative budget, had 
agreed to increase the contribution of member churches in Germany by three per 
cent in 1994. 


The Council approved an increase from the USS 10.9 million 1993 administrative 
budget for the Geneva secretariat to USS 11.2 million for 1994. An annual 
increase of five per cent in membership fees from the member churches, which 
produced a total of US$ 1.89 million in 1992, was approved. Anda limit was 
set for the 1997 Assembly of USS 1.8 million, down US$ 300 000 from the cost 
of the last Assembly (1990) in Curitiba, Brazil. 


Among the Council’s ecumenical actions, it approved a process looking toward 
a lifting of the 16th century Lutheran and Catholic condemnations of each 
other’s positions related to justification by faith. The process is to be 
pursued "in the closest possible collaboration with the Roman Catholic 
0) 5) ea wl 9 


A proposal for international conversations with Seventh-day Adventists was 
also accepted in principle. Reports from LWF member churches on relations 
with Seventh-day Adventists are to serve as background for the consultation. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.07.02 
Catholic-Orthodox commission rejects "uniatism" 


BALAMAND, Lebanon (EPS) --Members of the International Commission on Catholic- 
Orthodox Dialogue, meeting in Balamand, Lebanon, 17-24 June, agreed on a 
document rejecting "uniatism" as an approach to Christian unity. 


A press communiqué issued in French said the document, embargoed for release 
15 July, asserted that "the missionary activity that consists in attempting 
to make people change from one church to the other in order to bring about 
unity, which has been called ‘uniatism’, is no longer acceptable either as a 
methodology or as a model of unity for our churches". 


The Eastern rite churches in communion with Rome are commonly called Uniate, 
and their establishment has been criticized by the Orthodox as indicative of 
a proselytizing intention. 


Following the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe, exercise of newly- 
granted religious freedom by some of the Eastern Rite Catholics aroused 
concern among the Orthodox that efforts would be made to convert believers 
from Orthodoxy. 


At Balamand, the commission worked on a preparatory draft document, 
"Uniatism: A Method of Union that belongs to the Past, and Today’s Search for 
Full Communion", prepared at a 1991 meeting in Ariccia, Italy, 


Starting in 1980, the commission had been meeting every two years, but a 
dialogue session planned for 1992 was cancelled after several Orthodox 
churches declined to participate. They expressed fears that Eastern Rite 
Catholic Churches were trying to expand at the expense of Orthodox churches, 
and argued that a rejection of Uniatism at a 1990 dialogue session had not 
brought any immprovements in the practical sphere. 


But at Balamand, the preparatory document was "jointly studied and modified 
in a spirit of fraternal openness, guided by the desire that the work towards 
the restoration of full communion between the Orthodox and Catholic churches 
might continue", the press release said. 


Orthodox participants included representatives of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople (Istanbul), the Patriarchates of Alexandria, Antioch, Moscow 
and Romania, and the Churches of Cyprus, Poland, Albania and Finland. 


No representatives came from the Patriarchates of Jerusalem, Bulgaria or 
Serbia, or the churches of Georgia or Greece. 


In Geneva, Tarek Mitri, a staff member of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
who coordinated the Balamand meeting on behalf of his church, the Antiochian 
Patriarchate, said representatives of some Orthodox churches may have been 
absent only because of practical obstacles. But the Jerusalem Patriarchate 
has previously abstained out of doubts about the value of the dialogue, he 
said, and at a preliminary Orthodox meeting in Rhodes the Church of Greece 
said they would not participate in the Balamand meeting because agreement on 
documents would not in itself bring sufficient change in the objectionable 
aspects of Rome’s behaviour. 


Mitri said, however, that he considered the adoption of the Balamand document 
a significant step forward because it reaffirmed ecumenical principles, rooted 
in the concept of "sister churches", that had previously been accepted by both 
sides. 


Mitri said the Balamand agreement would also contribute indirectly to the 
upcoming world conference on Faith and Order to be held 3-14 August in 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain. Several of the Balamand participantss, from 
both the Orthodox and the Roman Catholic side, will also take part in the 
Faith and Order gathering, he noted. 


The dialogue meeting was held at the St John of Damascus Orthodox Theological 
Institute and a related university, both operated under the auspices of the 
Antiochian Patriarchate. Patriarch Ignatios IV Hazim welcomed participants, 
and hosted a reception for them. 


In keeping with the tradition of the group, Orthodox participants attended a 
Eucharist celebrated by Catholics Saturday evening (19 June), and Catholics 
attended the Orthodox liturgy Sunday morning, though there was no 
intercommunion. [over] 


catholic/orthodox 


While in Lebanon, a delegation from the dialogue commission paid a courtesy 
call 22 June on Elias Hraoui, a Maronite Christian who is President of the 
Lebanese Republic, and Nabih Berri, a Muslim who is Speaker of the Parliament. 


Cardinal Edward I. Cassidy, president of the Vatican Council for Christian 
Unity and leader of the Catholic delegation, told the government officials he 
had been impressed with the determination of the Lebanese people to rebuild 
and reunify their country. 


Metropolitan Stylianos of Australia, head of the Orthodox delegation, spoke 
of the role of religion in uniting rather than dividing people, and praised 
the faith of the Lebanese people and their leaders in their capacity to build 
a community uniting all groups. 


Mitri said the dialogue continued as planned despite explosion of a mine and 
grenades that were intended to hit the bus carrying Catholic commission 
members but went off just a few minutes before it reached the spot. Two men 
involved in setting up the explosions were killed, and a third was captured. 


The Lebanese Army reported in a communiqué 10 July that the attack was carried 
out by a local group, and that all surviving members were under arrest. A 
photograph showing six men was released. The communiqué said the group wished 
to avenge the deaths of Muslims in Bosnia, and thought the dialogue group 
would include Catholics from Croatia and Orthodox from Serbia. 


The dialogue commission includes two Orthodox representatives from Serbia, but 
they did not come for this meeting. The commission does not have any members 
from Croatia. 


The Catholic visitors, who included Cardinals Cassidy, Roger Etchegaray of the 
Vatican Council for Justice and Peace and Friedrich Wetter of Munich, seemed 
unshaken, and proceeded as planned with the programme, Mitri reported. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.03 
WCC team recommends racism programme for Germany 


GENEVA (EPS) --A World Council of Churches team that visited Germany 31 May to 
9 June encouraged the churches there to undertake a programme to combat racism 
in "their country: 


"We believe the anti-foreigner climate here includes real racism", the team 
Said in a letter written at the conclusion of the visit and mailed from Geneva 
7 July to the WCC’s member churches in Germany and parishes that hosted the 
team. "Even considering the slide in the German economy, we do not think tht 
social and economic stresses can account for the reemergence of racism here". 


This recommendation was made, the team added, out of "a deep sense of grief 
over the experiences of racism in our own countries". 


The visit by an international team was proposed to the WCC’s member churches 
in Germany last year by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, now retired, as 
a way of enlisting help from the ecumenical community as the German churches 
faced the new situation of a united country and the emerging expressions of 
ethnic hostility. 


Members of the visiting team were Gunnel Borgegard, a Swedish member of the 
WCC Advisory Group on the Church and the Jewish People; Jan Jeremiasz, Polish 
Orthodox Bishop of Wroclaw, Sczeczin; Anthony Luke, an Anglican priest with 
extensive prior experience in Germany; Paul Singh, a Lutheran pastor in India; 
C. F. Beyers Naude, former general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches; Emilio E. Castro, recently retired general secretary of the WCC, and 
Barbara Green, a Presbyterian minister who is associate for peacemaking in the 
Washington office of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Hans Ucko, a member of 
the WCC secretariat for interreligious relations, provided staff assistance 
to the team. 


The letter sent to the WCC’s member churches in Germany said team members were 
"distressed to hear of deterioration in the place of women in society away 
from equalities women had" in the former East Germany. [over] 
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"You women have been the first to bear the brunt of unemployment, and have 
been marginalized in the transition from one political system to another", the 
letter said. "This is focused for many of you in the change in abortion laws 
and the recent court judgment on them. We urge you to speak out". 


The team members began their visit in Berlin, later divided into pairs for 
visits to four places in the former East Germany and then in groups of four 
visited Braunschweig and Hannover in the former West Germany. 


On the final day, the team met in Frankfurt with Ignatz Bubis, chairman of the 
Central Council of Jews in Germany. "We were particularly grateful for this 
conversation", their letter. said. Bubis proposed an interreligious 
consultation on racism and violence, with participation by Christians, Muslims 
and Jews, they said, adding, "We urge you to act on this suggestion". 


The WCC visitors said they were impressed with many examples of efforts to aid 
foreigners in Germany, and said they heard many calls for church leaders to 
take "more sharply defined and more critical stances" regarding Germany’s laws 
on asylum. 


"We believe the churches must recognize that refugee and foreigner work will 
inevitably be one of your largest areas of need over the next generation", the 
letter said. "Stopgap, temporary and model projects are not enough. Refugee 
ministries are here to stay". [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.04 
Raiser supports Albanian Orthodox 


GENEVA (EPS) --General Secretary Konrad Raiser of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) has expressed support of the Albanian Orthodox Church following the 
expulsion of a Greek Orthodox priest from Albania. 


pine “World Council of Churches ‘strongly supports the right of the 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church of Albania to exercise, in full freedom, her 
pastoral, spiritual, social and diaconal ministry in accordance with the 
principles of universally accepted human rights, without obstacles nor 
interferences from within or from outside the country", Raiser wrote. 


His message was faxed 2 July to Archbishop Anastasios of Tirana and All 
Albania, and referred to an appeal the archbishop issued after the Albanian 
government expelled Archimandrite Chrysostomos Maidonis. Tensions between the 
Greek and Albanian governments were further increased by the expulsion of 
thousands of Albanians who had entered Greece illegally. 


"We are grateful", Raiser told the archbishop, "that in face of such grave 
events Your Beatitude pleads for truth and peace, calls for meaningful 
dialogue among all the parties concerned, affirms the need for an unperturbed 
coexistence with all and commits himself to work towards a peaceful resolution 
mo the crisis". 


General Secretary Jean Fischer of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) 
issued a statement 6 July welcoming reports that Albania and Greece had taken 
steps indicating a desire to defuse tensions between the two countries. 


CEC said the Albanian and Greek ambassadors to the United Nations in Geneva 
had been received, at their request, by the CEC and WCC general secretaries, 
and that Fischer wrote the Albanian ambassador asking Albania to make charges 
against Maidonis public. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.05 
Orthodox assess future in Europe 


ORMYLIA, Greece (EPS) --Orthodox parliamentarians from Eastern Europe and the 
Balkans met in Greece from 30 June to 4 July to consider challenges to the 
Place of Orthodoxy in the new European situation and to seek ways of 
responding to the challenges with a common voice. [over] 
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For the initial meeting, held at the Greek Church’s "Panagia Filanthropini" 
conference centre in Ormylia, representatives of Orthodox churches in, the 
region participated also. But responsibility for continuation of the project 
will be in the hands of the government officials. 


"The conference explored the need for continuous contacts of politicians, 
governments, parliaments, churches, cultural foundations and personalities in 
the countries that have an Orthodox population, and also the need for other 
organized forms of cooperation between Orthodox peoples", conference 
participants said in a declaration. 


Ion Bria, a Romanian Orthodox priest and World Council of Churches (WCC) 


executive, addressed the conference and represented the Counti.. In 
confronting the current situation in Europe, he tTold. participalts,. tue 
Orthodox bring "an immense spiritual resource - that of e they, fatehtal, 


forgotten persecuted people of God, liberated to take full responsibility for 
the mission and life of the churches". 


The Orthodox tradition of conciliar authority could provide a basis for the 
various Christian traditions to live together in Europe, he suggested. Bria 
acknowledged that Orthodoxy now had many inner "crises and hidden realities 
coming to the surface". But he said European problems needed "an immediate 
common answer and witness", and that the Orthodox "Should not delay 
participation in the construction of Europe until we have found a solution to 
our internal problems". 


Bria said in an interview following the conference that organizers were 
particularly concerned about the situation in the former Yugoslavia, the 
continuing division of Cyprus and the recent controversy over the expulsion 
of a Greek Orthodox priest from Albania (see EPS 93.07.04). 


The final document of the conference did not address these issues directly. 
But Bria said it had Serbia in view when it called on home countries of 
conference participants to "oppose the existing disinformation when referring 
to the role of Orthodox peoples in regions of conflict". 


Participants urged Greece as the only Orthodox member state in the European 
Community to work there for recognition of "the progressive role of Orthodox 
tradition in shaping the European civilization". 


They asked Russia as the only Orthodox member of the United Nations Security 
Council to "defend the common interests of the Orthodox peoples" in the 
Council and "not permit any discrimination" against them. 


The document urged the Orthodox to "transcend any nationalist or selfish 
tendencies", and said Orthodoxy rather could act as a "bridge between Europe 
and other civilizations, particularly those of Asia". 


Conference participants included 25 representatives of the Greek parliament, 
seven officials from Greek ministries and smaller numbers of parliamentarians 
from Armenia, Belorusia, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Georgia, Finland, Montenegro, 
Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia and Slovakia. 


Church representatives came from the Orthodox Churches of Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
Czech Lands and Slovakia, Egypt, Finland, Georgia, Greece, Poland, Russia and 
Serbia, as well as various Orthodox institutions, the Conference of Europeans 
Churches and the WCC. 


Vassilios Korahais, a member of the Greek parliament, headed the organizing 
committee for the conference, and made the opening address. He called for 
establishing a permanent coordinating secretariat, and plans were made to hold 
another meeting in Athens in September to establish the Inter-Parliamentary 
Committee as a permanent body. 


"Leaving here, we must be certain that we have made a first small, but stable 
and dynamic step, towards the close and uninterrupted cooperation among the 
Orthodox parliamentary powers of Europe", he said. "And that cooperation, 
with our will, will constitute the most essential as well as powerful factor 
of Orthodoxy into the European reality". [EPS] 


EPs *53°.U/.U00 
Church leaders deplore attack on Iraq 


NEW YORK (EPS)--Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary of the US National 
Council of Chuches (NCC), wrote President Bill Clinton to express regret for 
his decision to attack Iraq. 


"We wish that you had permitted the judicial process in Kuwait to have reached 
its conclusion", she wrote in a letter 30 June. "Assuming that the Iraqi 
leadership was found to have been culpable in the plot against President Bush, 
we wish that the US then could have taken its case to the United Nations or 
to an international tribunal. Then any punitive action taken would have had 
the moral authority of the international community, including Islamic 
countries". 


Recalling that the NCC originally voiced "deep misgivings" about former 
President George Bush’s decision to launch the Gulf War, the general secretary 
urged Clinton to "break past cycles of violence, of attack and retaliation" 
and take the opportunity to "do something new in the Middle East". 


Early in the morning of Sunday, 27 June, Iraq time, 23 Tomahawk cruise 
missiles were fired from US ships in the Gulf and the Red Sea, aimed at 
intelligence facilities in Baghdad. Iraq reported at least eight civilians 
were killed, and it vowed to avenge the raid. 


In an address from the White House, Clinton said "compelling evidence" proved 
the existence of an Iraqi plot to kill former President George Bush during his 
visit to Kuwait City, and he could not allow such action to go unanswered. 
"We directed our action against the facility associated with Iraq’s support 
of terrorism, while making every effort to minimize the loss of innocent 
life", he said. 


In Edinburgh, an ecumenical group of Scottish church leaders, united under the 
auspices of Action of Churches Together, wrote British Prime Minister John 
Major deploring the raid on Baghdad as an incident undermining the authority 
of the UN. 


"Innocent people were killed in Baghdad", they wrote. "As those appointed to 
speak for Scotland’s churches, we wish to express our total disapproval of the 
attack. We also much regret the approval expressed, on behalf of Britain, by 
yourself as Prime Minister and by the British Government". 


In Helsinki, Archbishop John Vikstroém of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Finland called both the "actions of revenge" and approval of them by Western 
governments "regrettable". 


"Tt is known that these governments hold Christian faith and values in 


estimation", he said. "Thus they should understand and take into 
consideration that, according to the Christian view, revenge does not belong 
to the relations between human beings or governments". [EPS] 
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Raiser praises South African ecumenical council on anniversary 


GENEVA (EPS) --General Secretary Konrad Raiser of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) commended the South African Council of Churches on its 25th anniversary 
as an admired partner in "the march toward a more just and participatory 
society". 


Mame letter 2 duly to the= South-African Council “on~ the -eceéasion of ats 
National conference, he said the WCC was "delighted to be associated" with 
"this special moment in the history of the churches, Christian communities and 
people of South Africa". 


Although the situation in South Africa now oscillates "between hope and 
hopelessness", especially with such incidents as the 25 June attack on the 
Trade Centre in Johannesburg, the history of the country’s Council of Churches 
provides "a comfort to all those who have accompanied you in your journey of 
faith", Raiser said. 


As parts of that journey, he recalled the South African Council’s refusal to 
"Cooperate with the state when the law of God’s justice is violated" and its 
Stand against such discriminatory systems as the Bantustans. [over] 
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Raiser said the WCC’s Programme to Combat Racism gave evidence of its 
commitment to the struggle in South Africa, and the WCC felt privileged to 
share "your painful but blessed journey". 


"In respone to your creative ministry, the World Council of Churches has 
accepted to be co-partners with the South African Council of Churches and the 
South African Catholic Bishops’ Conference in the Ecumenical Monitoring 
Programme in South Africa", the general secretary said. "You have given to 
the word monitoring a new meaning which makes it become a practical dimension 
of the Christian diakonia". 


In an earlier letter (30 June) to General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South 
African Council, Raiser expressed concern about the attack on the Trade 
Centre. Calling it "an inadmissable assault of the agents of the culture of 
violence against peace, democracy and human dignity", he said the failure of 
the South African security forces to make arrests on the spot confirmed the 
suspicions of those who had often questioned theirs "role and motives". [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.08 
South African ecumenical council closes office for exiles 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS)--Allegations of funds misuse has led the South African 
Council of Churches (SACC) to dissolve the National Coordinating Committee for 
the Repatriation of South African Exiles (NCCR), All Africa Press Service 
reported in its issue of 5 July. 


Frank Chikane, the Council’s general secretary, announced the action at a 
press conference in Johannesburg. He said massive fraud might have occurred 
in operation of NCCR, and that this was largely caused by the lack of a 
"master list" to indicate who qualified as a refugee. 


The committee was formed by the SACC, the African National Congress, the Pan- 
Africanist Congress and the Azanian People’s Organization. Top Officials at 
the Exiles Committee were accused of making personal use of funds intended to 
assist with settlement of returning exiles. Allegedly, missing funds amounted 
to more than 10 million rand out of 50 million rand made available to the 
committee by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 


Chikane said NCCR helped more than 16 000 exiles return in the two years of 
its operation. But some officials of the committee were also reported to have 
secured money for themselves by organising youths to forge documents and get 
grants by posing as returnees. 


Citizens of other African countries were also said to have presented 
themselves as returning exiles, obtained payments and returned home after 
buying goods for resale. 


Kallu Kalumiya, head of the UNHCR operation, ended support of NCCR at the end 
of 1992 after getting the reports of fraud, and had NCCR undertake an internal 
inguiry that unearthed further evidence. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.09 
Kenyan president reacts to church council 


NAIROBI, Kenya (EPS)--Africa Press Service, which has editorial offices in 
Nairobi, reports (5 July) that Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi condemned his 


country’s Council of Churches for "persistent engagement in lies and negative 
propaganda against the government and individuals". 


In a recent sermon at All Saints Cathedral in Nairobi, General Secretary 
Samuel Kobia of the National Council of Churches of Kenya charged the 
government with bad motives in failing to act against officials involved in 
politically-motivated ethnic clashes occurring over the past 15 months. He 
said that the Council spends 15 million shillings (US$ 234 000) a month to 
care for internally displaced people. 


"Kenyans shall never be satisfied with empty explanations about the land 
clashes until the whole truth is known", Kobia said. [over] 
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Moi, speaking at the Jomo Kenyatta Airport on arrival from a Cairo meeting of 
the Organization of African Unity, said the Council of Churches was engaging 
in petty politics and making accusations without evidence. 


Officials of a Christian organization should know, he said, that bearing false 
witness is condemned by the Bible. Kenya’s negative image abroad results from 
a distortion of facts, he said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.10 
Zimbabwe office aids Mozambican refugees 


ZIMBABWE (EPS) --Christian Care of Zimbabwe established a new National Refugee 
Coordination office 14 June to assist the return of Mozambican refugees. The 
mandate of the office, located in Mutare, is for two years, coordinated with 
the time schedule of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 


Shirley DeWolf, a clergywoman who first worked with Christian Care.in 1980 in 
repatriation of Zimbabwean refugees from Mozambique, has been named 
coordinator of the new programme. 


Since 1982, Christian Care has aided Mozambican refugees in the five camps at 
Chambuta, Tongogara, Nyangombe, Nyamatikiti and Mazowe River Bridge, which had 
an official total of 137 000 refugees. Another 12 000 are estimated to be 
living outside the camps, some of them employed illegally. 


In Mozambique, the Christian Council has added a returnee component to its 
programme of assistance for internally displaced people, and the Council 
cooperates in a resettlement program with an ecumenical National Committee 
that includes Caritas and Lutheran World Service. [EPS] 


EPS..93-. Oued 
Networks explore "civil society" 


GENEVA (EPS)--People from regional networks exploring the concept of "civil 
society" as an approach to social change gathered 18-22 June at the John Knox 
Centre in Geneva for a sharing of reflections. 


Called "Alliances of Hope", a term originating in Asia, the conference brought 
together representatives of groups that have been struggling to find ways to 
work for a better social order in current international circumstances. 


The conference was coordinated by Israel Batista, who carries responsibility 
for assisting networks as an executive secretary in the World Council of 
Churches working group on Economy, Environment and Sustainable Development. 


In a background paper, he described "civil society" as an "ethical ideal" that 
"energizes utopias", strengthens people’s "aspirations for manageable 
societies" and calls for "imagination and creativity in the search for 
alternatives". 


"Let us confess that we are ‘ideologically naked’ regarding how to integrate 
State and Civil Society creatively in the present reality", he wrote. "Our 
interpretations cannot be based on natural law as in the Middle Ages, nor on 
the over-esteem of reason of the Enlightenment, nor on the supreme control of 
the State of the Hegelian and Marxist traditions, nor on the self-regulation 
of individual interests of market economy". 


Batista said in an interview following the conference that it showed the 
strength of networks that only began in recent years, and the way a new 
ecumenical spirit is developing among people who, since the collapse of 
communism in Eastern Europe, can see few if any models to serve as 
alternatives to the existing social reality. 


The "Alliances of Hope" began with an Asian network originating in Japan under 
the name, "People’s Plan for the 21st Century", he said. Along with social 
movements and various non-governmental groups, it included some churches, and 
they asked for WCC assistance, he said. 


In Europe, Batista said, an initiating network was "Kairos Europe", which held 
a "People’s Parliament" at Strasbourg in June 1992. This gathering issued a 
Kairos Declaration that concluded, "We Europeans must give up our tradition 
of conquering others, dictating to them and trying to convert them". [over] 
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Representatives of these and other groups began uniting at the 1990 WCC 
conference in Seoul on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation, Batista 
said. Many of them were preparing special initiatives related to the 1992 
Columbus anniversary, and the WCC sought to assist them in developing and 
carrying out their programmes, he said. 


In addition to "People’s Plan for the 21st Century" and "Kairos Europe", 
networks represented at the Geneva conference included Kairos/USA and groups 
in Latin America and the Caribbean related to the 500th anniversary. A total 
of about 30 representatives and staff attended, Batista said. 


WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser addressed the group on "possibilities and 
limitations of the WCC functioning as a space for international civil 
society". Former WCC General Secretary Philip Potter spoke on "The Meaning 
of, ‘ant International) Civil society”. 


Batista said discussions at the conference showed that "we are beyond the old 
class analysis" in which one class in society was viewed as the "vanguard" in 
bringing about a new order. Now, many groups formerly excluded - women, 
blacks, indigenous people, the unemployed and others - have become "historical 
subjects" in a society with a plurality of forces working for change. 


In this new situation, he said, more recognition is given to the importance 
of culture, spirituality and religion. 


Batista also said conference participants recognized the importance of the 
local, and the need to challenge the "imposition of globalization" by forces 
such as the International Monetary Fund and World Bank. 


Documents from the conference are to be published in a booklet this autumn, 
and later a book of materials from the experiences of the networks will be 
published, Batista said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.12 
US ambassador to Vatican approved 


WASHINGTON (EPS) --By a voice vote 30 June, the US Senate approved President 
Bill Clinton’s nomination of Boston Mayor Raymond Flynn as US ambassador to 
the Vatican. 


Only North Carolina Republican Senator Jesse Helms, a Baptist, spoke in 
opposition. Conceding that the battle against establishment of Vatican 
relations was "waged and lost years ago", Helms said he remained "persuaded 
that the United States has no business sending an ambassador to any religious 
entity, bé..it. Baptist or, Methodist or, as..is. the .case, the seat of the 
Catholic church™, 


The Senate also overrode objections by non-governmental groups such as the 
National Council of Churches and the Southern Baptist Convention arguing the 
principle of church-state separation. 


Other groups opposed Flynn, a Roman Catholic, because of his support Ex 
church positions on abortion and family planning. Frances Kissling, president 
of Catholics for a Free Choice and spokesperson for other groups, said, "I 
want to put the administration on notice that there are questions about 
Flynn’s positions on reproductive health and family planning and his ability 
to represent US foreign policy to the Vatican, and we will be watching what 
he says and what he does". [EPS] 
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Another president co-chairing Faith & Order drive 

NEW YORK (EPS)--Officials of the Ecumenical Development Initiative announced 
that Gerald Ford, who became president of the United States on the resignation 
of Richard Nixon in 1974 and served until Jimmy Carter was inaugurated in 
1977, has agreed to serve as an honorary co-chairman of the Archbishop Iakovos 
Endowment for Faith and Order. It had previously been announced that former 
presidents Carter and Ronald Reagan (1981-89) would serve as honorary co- 
chairmen. The campaign seeks to raise an endowment of US$ 10 million to 
support the Faith and Order work of the World Council of Churches and the US 
National Council of Churches. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.14 
UK: Anglicans and Catholics combine in opposition to euthanasia 
LONDON (EPS) --Anglican and Roman Catholic bishops have combined in opposition 
to any change in British law to allow euthanasia. In a joint submission to 
the House of Lords select committee on medical ethics, the Church of England’s 
house of bishops and the Roman Catholic bishops’ conference of England and 
Wales said they opposed legalization of euthanasia "even though it may be put 
forward as a means of relieving suffering, shortening the anguish of families 
or friends or saving scarce resources". The bishops said they did not insist 
on the use of all possible means to keep a dying person alive as long as 
possible, but that it was intrinsically wrong for patients to demand that 
doctors collaborate in bringing about their deaths. [EPS] 


BES 93 107. Lo 
WACC asks for "communication for human dignity" 


AMMAN, Jordan (EPS)--The Central Committee of the World Association for 
Christian Communication (WACC) has called on the commercial media to show 
respect for the human dignity of impoverished millions now excluded from 
participation in the global market. 


"In the commercial media, these vast sectors of populations are either 
ignored, portrayed as a threat or dismissed as the objects of pity", the WACC 
said in a statement issued during its meeting 25 June-1 July in Amman, Jordan. 


"In this age of privatisation and deregulation of the media, a new global 
culture is being created in the boardrooms of the commercial media 
conglomerates with little knowledge of, nor repect for, local traditions and 
customs". 


The WACC Central Committee said the theme, Communication for Human Dignity, 
had been chosen for its World Congress to be held in Mexico 7-11 October 1995. 


"If communication is participation, dialogue and openness to others, human 
dignity must be defined in terms of the quality of human relationships", the 
statement said. 


The WACC meeting was hosted by the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC), and 
"Communication for Human Dignity" from the Middle East perspective was the 
subject of a seminar on the opening day. 


MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib, who chairs the WACC’s Middle East unit, 
called for Christians to deepen their dialogue with Muslims and Jews, and work 
to "reject fanaticism and self-assertion at the expense of the other". 


Actions of the Central Committee included approval of the establishment of a 
separate regional association for the Caribbean in the next few years. It 
also approved a 1994 budget of US$ 3.5 million, a major part of it for support 
of 116 projects in Africa (20), Asia (37), Europe (2), Latin America (37), the 
Middle East (15) and the Pacific (5). 


Plans for a conference on "Women Empowering Communication" to be held 12-17 
February 1994, in Bangkok, were reviewed. 


The WACC is a professional organization of some 800 corporate and individual 
members who are concerned with bringing a Christian perspective to bear on the 
world’s communication needs. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.16 
Nigerian churches urge acceptance of election 


LAGOS, Nigeria (EPS)--The Christian Association of Nigeria, a broadly-based 
ecumenical body, called on the country’s military regime to hand power over 
to the civilian winner of the 12 June presidential election. 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Anthony O. Okogie, president of the association, 
Said at a press conference 1 July that "we strongly recommend" the head of the 
government should be Basorun M. K. O. Abiola, winner of the election. 


Recalling that the military rulers had previously promised to transfer power 
3 January, Okogie said the new date of 27 August set for the change should be 
adhered to "rigidly and immoveably". [over] 
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"We shudder to contemplate the enormity and gruesomeness of any deviation, 
however slight, from that date", he said. 


The statement presented at the press conference was signed by both Okogie and 
C. O. Williams, general secretary of the Christian Association and of the 
Christian Council of Nigeria. 


Membership in the Christian Association includes the Roman Catholic Church, 
churches of the Christian Council and more conservative evangelical 
Protestants who do not participate in the council. 


Okogie and Williams said all those involved in the 27 August transfer of power 
should be "patriotic and God-fearing Nigerian citizens who cannot be swayed 
or unduly influenced by religious, tribal and ethnic considerations". 
Soldiers should not be included, the church leaders said, so that "the public 
may start to feel confident that it is on a sure march to a ‘civilian clime’". 
[EPS] 
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Indian church leader dies 


M. A. Thomas, one of the best known ecumenical leaders and human rights 
activists in India, died 25 June. 


A priest of the Mar Thoma Church, he was the founder of the Ecumenical 
Christian Centre (ECC) in Whitefield, near Bangalore, and its director till 
1979. The ECC has hosted a large number of consultations and conferences - 
national, regional and international - on concerns of religion and society. 
Among its regular programmes is the Indian School of Ecumenical Theology, 
designed primarily for teachers of theology. 


Concerned about human rights violations and sensing an erosion of democratic 
traditions, Thomas founded the Vigil India Movement after President Indira 
Gandhi’s declaration of emergency in 1975. A secular movement, it developed 
a network of groups in many parts of India. Under his leadership it 
participated in struggles for justice and worked to build awareness of human 
rights issues. 


Thomas served as president of the Indian section of Amnesty International and 
of the Association of Christian Institutions for Social Concern in Asia. 


As a young man, he worked for the Inter-Religious Student Fellowship and, 
later, the Student Christian Movement. He summarized the life-long goal of 
his work in the title of a recently-published collection of his writings, 
"Towards Wider Ecumenism". [EPS] 


EPS 93,07 215 
UK: Catholic bishop wants local decision on Anglican priests 


Catholic Bishop Alan Clark of East Anglia has urged that English and Welsh 
Catholic bishops get principal responsibility for decisions on accepting 
Anglican priests into the Catholic Church. 


"I think we need to get the mandate from Rome that we can actually at least 
do 90 per cent of the discernment, so that we can say, ‘This is how we see 
it’, and we would expect that in Rome they would say, ‘We accept your 
discernment’", Clark said in a BBC interview. 


Clark, who was Catholic co-chairman of the first Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission, accused the Church of England of "fudging around" 
in an effort to find a compromise that would suit all parties. 


"Either accept the Church of England in the stance it has taken, and that the 
principle it has asserted is the right way ahead, and therefore stay with it, 
and I think a lot of people will, or accept the Roman option with all its 
difficulties and its rough edges and its untidiness", the Catholic bishop 
advised. [EPS] 


ERS; 93:.072. 59 
Philippines ecumenical body will focus on economics 


MANILA (EPS)--The National Council of Churches in the Philippines has 
announced that its focus during the next biennium will be on economic life and 
its relation to peace, justice and the stewardship of creation. 


In November, the Council’s 16th general convention will have the theme, "Peace 
and the Abundant Life: Christian Witness in Justice, Peace and Creation". 


Feliciano V. Carino, the Council’s general secretary and a member of the 
National Unification Commission, noted that the Commission found massive 
poverty and inequitable distribution of wealth among the primary causes of the 
Communist insurgency. 


Following a series of consultations among officers and staff, the Council 
announced that its programme for the 1994-95 biennium will emphasize: 

- Christian unity, ecumenical formation and renewal 

- ecumenical relations and mission 

- justice, development and stewardship of life and creation 

- service and humanitarian relief 

- peace, sovereignty, democratization and a just international order. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.07.20 
Salvation Army gets Russian officers 


Salvation Army General Eva Burrows has commissioned the Army’s first Russian 
officers. 


The Salvationist, an Army periodical published in London, reported in its 3 
July issue that the first Russian officers included four married couples and 
two single men. These ten lieutenants, one a former lieutenant colonel in the 
Red Army, were later appointed assistant corps officers, the report said. 


Music for the occasion was provided by the Texas (USA) Divisional Youth Band, 
which had just completed a visit to Yalta and Kiev to support opening of Army 
work there. 


Vladimir Mikhailovitch, an 88-year-old Salvationist who had worked to keep the 
movement alive after it was disbanded 70 years ago, was admitted by General 
Burrows into the Order of the Founder. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.21 
Ecutext: Raiser sermon at closing service of Kirchentag 


Konrad Raiser, general secretary of the World Council of Churches (WCC), 
preached at the closing worship service of the 25th German Protestant 
Kirchentag in Munich 9-13 June. Attendance at the Kirchentag, held every two 
years, was estimated at 125,000, with some 60 per cent under 30. Among 2806 
registered participants from outside Germany were two of the speakers drawing 
the largest crowds: the Dalai Lama and Korean theologian Chung Hyun-Kyung, 
internationally known for her address to the 1991 WCC Assembly in Canberra. 
In addition to preaching at the closing worship, Raiser participated in a 
discussion of the French ecumenical "Groupe des Dombes" document’ on 
"conversion of the churches" and led a Bible study. The following is the text 
of his sermon, translated from the original German by the WCC language 
service: 


Christian hope is a resistance movement against resignation and fatalism. I 
could not help thinking again recently of this comment made at an ecumenical 
conference 15 years ago. I met an African friend who had spent seven years 
in prison and ten years in exile. Looking back on that time he said, "We 
always knew that we don’t survive by food and drink, but by the strength of 
hope." Hope in what? In God and his love for humankind in Jesus Christ, and 
in the transforming power of God’s Spirit. Perhaps a person must really have 
touched bottom to be able to talk like that. But when all is said and done, 
we do know, if we listen to our inner selves, that when a person stops hoping, 
death has the upper hand. Hope is the breath of life. The basic attitude of 
hope is that of prayer, of waiting, of reaching out towards God. [over] 
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That is why Paul writes to the community in Rome: "Rejoice in your hope, be 
patient in tribulation, be constant in your prayer" (Rom. 12: 12). This was 
the watchword of the Kirchentag in Leipzig in 1954, at a time of great 
hopelessness. 


We are lacking in hope and so we worry constantly about our own lives, our 
prosperity, our security. The attacks on the homes of asylum-seekers and 
Turkish workers are also the result of hopelessness. As Christians we owe it 
to our country to witness to our hope. The watchword of the Kirchentag is thus 
an invitation to us to let the others, the strangers, the migrants, the people 
at the bottom of the pile in our society be "helpers of our hope" instead of 
being afraid of them. This shows us what the ecumenical fellowship is about - 
that we take courage from others’ witness to hope, that we become mutual 
helpers of hope for one another. So the altar cloth puzzle you are holding 
is a message of hope. "Lots of ordinary people in ordinary places doing lots 
of small things can change the face of our world." Our common hope is a bond 
that holds the world together against all the forces of disintegration and 
destruction. 


The Apostle tells us how to practise our hope as a resistance movement against 
resignation and fatalism. This whole section of his sermon is nourished by 
that hope. Let me emphasize three important points for our guidance: 


First: Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good. 
The practice of hope begins with the truth about ourselves. It is easy to 
hate evil when I am on the right side. Public morality demands clear 
distinctions between good and evil, and we all want to be on the side of good. 
But the passion for good can all too easily become the servant of evil when 
it is accompanied by moral arrogance and self-righteousness. No - evil is 
never to be found only in others. The struggle between good and evil takes 
place within us. We are all prey to the attractions of evil. That is why the 
practice of hope begins with the truth about. ourselves. Let. your love be 
genuine, even towards those who are supposed to be evil, the adversaries - 
for they are like ourselves. 


And so the Apostle’s second piece of advice says: Repay no-one evil for evil, 
but take thought for what is noble in the Sight of all. Until now public 
morality has acted on the motto of tit for tat. Not to defend oneself against 
offence is seen as a Sign of weakness. And so slander is met with slander, 
fraud with fraud, expulsion with expulsion and, ultimately, death-blow with 
death-blow. This is the deadly spiral of violence that we have seen 
developing in Bosnia, in Cambodia, in Angola. And we are seeing the first 
coils of the spiral in our own streets. Vengeance is the breeding ground on 
which the running sore of evil thrives. Practising hope on the other hand 
means treating even our enemies as human beings. It does not answer enmity 
with enmity but tries always to defuse conflicts, to eliminate attitudes of 
hostility. 


Thirdly Paul urges realism: Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. Paul does not deny the reality of evil, nor its power”over us. 
Resisting evil in the strength of the Christian faith involves a struggle, the 
outcome of which is by no means sure in advance. Not retaliating does not mean 
surrendering helplessly to the power of evil. The strength of hope shows 
itself in trying to overcome evil with good. It helps us not to become 
entangled in the spiral of violence and takes us away from the path of 
retaliation which leads nowhere. Those who try to overcome violence with 
violence are ultimately reinforcing the rule of violence. Have faith in the 
strength of the good in you; trust in what your hope can do. Untruth and 
calumny can only be overcome by the power of truth; violence can only be 
overcome by doing what is just; enmity can only be overcome by human kindness. 


In these weeks when Turkish and other immigrants are being hit by an upsurge 
of violence and hatred what this means for us is quite simply this: go towards 
them, visit them as neighbours, go to their stalls. But try also to make 
contact with the young people who are prepared to use violence. We shall only 
be able to overcome their propensity to violence if we know them as people and 
take them and their lack of hope seriously. 


Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Let 
yourself be drawn into this way of practising hope by the many ordinary people 
doing many small things in many ordinary places. If in this way we in the 
worldwide ecumenical movement can become helpers of hope for one another, then 
the face of the world will be changed. Because our hope is a bond that holds 
the world together. [EPS] 
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Forthcoming major WCC meetings: 


3-14 August: . Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order, Santiago de 
Compostela, Spain. 


16-20 September: Executive Committee, Sigtuna, Sweden. 


20-28 January 1994: Central Committee, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
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World youth gathering seeks vision for 21st century 


By David Devadas 

MENDES, Brazil (EPS)--In the first event of its kind in four decades, about 
500 young Christians from every continent gathered at this Brazilian hill 
resort on 17 July for a ten-day Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and 
Students (EGGYS), seeking a spirituality and an ecumenical vision for the 
twenty-first century. 


To resist the greed of consumerism and the urge to exploit, the youth were 
offered "the power of self-control" through Asian spirituality by keynote 
speaker Hyun-Kyung Chung, the young Korean woman who became internationally 
known for a dramatic and controversial presentation to the 1991 World Council 
of Churches General Assembly in Canberra, Australia. She described herself 
at the youth gathering as an Asian feminist liberation theologian. 


While warning of the pitfalls of the "Spirituality market" operated by money- 
spinning Gurus, she asked the youth to experience and to bow to the life 
energies present in themselves, in other persons and in all things. 


Chung spoke of a spirituality of exodus - struggle against exploitation and 


domination, a spirituality of eco-feminism - including a movement from the 
anthropo-centric to the life-centric, and of a spirituality of Asian 
experience. She suggested compassion, remembering and responsibility as 


three windows through which to view the world. 


Chung said she hoped "the power of the next century will not be power over but 
power with" others, and she urged the youth to do greater things than Jesus 
with the power of the Holy Spirit. Delegates responded with a two-minute 
standing, whooping, singing ovation when she asked, "Are you ready?" 


However, a few delegates from Middle East Orthodox and some other churches 
expressed strong reservations during subsequent group discussions about 
Chung’s willingness to accept non-Christian faiths as valid paths to God. 
Some delegates also had difficulties accepting her emphasis on feminism. 


In another keynote address, Xavier Iniguez, a Roman catholic economist from 
Peru, spoke of the need to change entire systems rather than working only on 
programmes at the "micro level". 


Former WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro urged the young people to accept 
the "holy folly of God" in order to think, plan and work for transformation 
in "a world which has lost its compass". 


Gathering behind six large masks which they had painted to represent their 
regions, delegates processed from various directions to the centre of a lush 
green field, singing their different songs before hearing the Gospel in 
different languages and warmly embracing one another during an opening worship 
service. 


Some of the young people described the service as joyful and creative, but 
others said there was not enough "Christian prayer." 


Before the gathering, participants experienced economic, gender, ethnic, 
spiritual and other struggles during visits to community projects in various 
parts of Brazil. These projects dealt with issues related to women, children, 
workers, indigenous peoples, the environment and other concerns, as well as 
youth. 


EGGYS coordinator Manuel Quintero said he hoped the experience would create 
"a recognition that we are many and diverse but that we need to live together 
and, from this knowledge, to search for a vision for the future". 


EGGYS includes representatives of the World Council of Churches, World Student 
Christian Federation, International Movement of Catholic Students, 
International Young Catholic Students, World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian 
Associations, World Young Women’s Christian Association, Syndesmos (World 
Fellowship of Orthodox Youth), Lutheran World Federation and World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches. 


Including staff, the 261 women present outnumbered the 235 men. Estimates 
placed the number of Roman Catholic delegates at almost a third. One delegate 
was a Hindu. [EPS] 


EPS 93 207.23 
Potsdam meeting sees "demonic powers" at work in Europe 


POTSDAM, Germany (EPS) --Demonic powers are threatening Europe. That was one 
of the conclusions of a week-long meeting of Christians brought together by 
the World Council of Churches (WCC) in Potsdam, Germany, July 19-25 July. 


In a letter to European congregations, the 180 participants from 27 countries 
described the demonic powers as "hatred and violence against strangers, 
acquisitiveness and self-interest". However, the delegates also acknowledged 
formerly oppressed nations were now free from tyranny. Today’s Europe, the 
conference concluded, is one of "crisis and grace". 


The conference considered the theme, "Hear what the Spirit says to the 
Churches" (Rev 3:22). People came from as far as Iceland and Greece, Portugal 
and Russia. 


However, the Croatian delegation failed to appear because the army had refused 
them permission to leave the country. Throughout the week, fighting in the 
former Yugoslavia remained a major concern. 


The conference, organized by the WCC unit for Life, Education and Mission, was 
part of a long-term ecumencial programme for renewal of congregations in 
mission. Gerhard Linn, secretary for Education in Mission, served as 
coordinator. 


A huge and unusual map of Europe dominated the main conference hall. The map 
had no borders and countries were unnamed. Only the cities, towns and 
villages from which participants came were marked. 


In an opening address, Pastor Anders Roos of the Church of Sweden said people 
needed to cross borders to tell their stories. He encouraged people to see 
where these stories overlapped. There, he said, the Spirit would be heard and 
a fire lit for future prayer and action. 


Members of an Anglican parish in northern England explained how they were 
trying to bring hope to an area hit by high unemployment when the local coal 
mine closed. An old double-decker London bus, now painted in many colours and 
known as Barney the Bus (after Barnabas - The Encourager), served as a mobile 
church and attracted all ages, including adults who gathered to pray on the 
top deck. 


From Bulgaria, a member of the Orthodox Church described how part of the 
renewal of the spiritual life of the captial, Sofia, was centred on a 
monastery outside the city. Each Sunday, 50 people, including many 
youngsters, made a two hour journey, including an hour’s walk up Mount Plana, 
to worship at the monastery, which could only be reached on foot. 


Delegates also heard, less happily, of painful divisions elsewhere in Eastern 
Europe, where churches continue to be suspicious of each other. 


From Scandinavia, representatives told of a society where almost everybody 
belonged to state churches but hardly anyone attended. Details of imaginative 
street ministry were given, including one from Norway where cobble-stones from 
the city streets were used to make altars on the pavements. 


Conference participants also heard reports of experiences in the former German 


Democratic Republic (East Germany) since the collapse of communism. In an 
impassioned speech, Regine Hildebrandt, Brandenburg Minister of Social 
Affairs, said unemployment was now the major problem. More than half the 


people had lost their jobs since the collapse of communism. 


In their final letter, participants said they knew Europe faced huge problems 
and they could only do small things, but by God’s Spirit these could be 
Significant. The letter concluded with God’s words to St Paul, "My strength 
is powerful in the weak" (2 Cor 12:9). [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.24 
US agency aids Cuba 
NEW YORK (EPS) --Church World Service, relief and development agency of the US 
National Council of Churches (NCC), flew 25 735 pounds of humanitarian goods 
to the Cuban Ecumenical Council by chartered cargo plane 30 June, the NCC 
reported. This was the 16th shipment in a two-year programme that began in 
April 1992. The shipment made a total of 77.7 tons with an estimated 
cumulative value of USS 249 000. The US Commerce Department gave CWS a 
license to send aid worth US$ 500 000 in the two years. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.25 
"Eminent Persons" visit South Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS/SACN)--An "eminent persons group" of five representatives 
from churches around the world arrived in Johannesburg 25 July to assist the 
South African Council of Churches and the Southern Africa Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference in evaluating the current crisis. 


They arrived on the Sunday that gunmen who burst into an evening service at 
St James Anglican Church in Cape Town killed ten people and injured at least 
50 others. 


Some 500-600 people were attending the service. The church has a special 
outreach ministry to Russian seamen, and three Russian sailors were among 
those killed. 


The "eminent persons group" was led by Bishop Paul Reeves, former Anglican 
archbishop and later governor general of New Zealand who is now observer for 
the worldwide Anglican communion at the United Nations in New York. 


Other members were Catholic Archbishop Nicodemus Kirima of Nyeri, Kenya; 
United Methodist Bishop Susan M. Morrison of Philadelphia, USA; Hildegard 
Zumach, former president of the Protestant Women in Germany, and Marie-Therese 
van Heteren, a Dutch woman who is president-general of the World Union of 
Catholic Women’s Organizations. 


The group was met by Beyers Naude, national chairman of the Ecumenical 
Churches Monitoring Programme, and Frank Chikane, general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches. 


South Africa is suffering under a climate of "intense fear", Naude told the 
visitors. He attributed the fear to homeland and Afrikaner political leaders 
who threaten civil war if the "new South Africa" does not permit them to 
retain the power they gained under the apartheid system. 


Naude also warned against "selectively planted actions by small, highly- 
trained third force groups" who wish to derail the movement toward democracy. 


The South African Council of Churches and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
believe, he said, that there are "Secret forces operating to disturb, to 
provoke and to aggravate the whole situation". 


Reeves and other members of his group planned to meet political leaders on all 
sides of the debate and urge a full commitment to human rights. They also 
planned to share the findings of 55 international church monitors who have 
participated in the Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South Africa. 


The attack at the Cape Town worship service occurred the day before 
negotiators were to begin open debate on a draft constitution for a new South 
African government. 


Early reports differed on the racial composition of the gunmen. Some reports 
said they were all black, while others said two were white. Some South 
Africans suggested that "third forces" instigated the massacre to frighten the 
white community into rejecting the process of bringing black participation 
into the new government. 


Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu called the massacre "horrifying and almost 
unbelievable, a diabolical act". [EPS/SACN] 


EPS 93.07.26 
WCC suggests Russia delay action on religion law 


GENEVA (EPS)--The acting general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
has suggested that final action on the proposed amendments to Russia’s law on 
religious freedom be delayed. 


Todor Sabev, acting in the absence of General Secretary Konrad Raiser, sent 
identically-worded letters on the issue to heads of the WCC’s member churches 
in Russia 23 July. 


He noted concern about "the schismatic and disruptive influence of some 
religious groups, based outside Russia" on the one hand and, on the other, 
apprehension about "placing new regulatory measures in the hands of the 
State". [over] 
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Sabev asked the church leaders to undertake a dialogue among themselves, and 
seek to develop a consensus on the issue. 


"In view of the obvious differences in perspective which currently exist on 
the matter among presently recognized religious organizations in Russia", 
Sabev wrote, "it may indeed be wise to encourage the President of the Russian 
Federation to delay signing the new amendments into law until after such 
consultation has taken place". 


The letters were sent to Patriarch Alexi II of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
President V. H. Logvinenko of the Union of Evangelical Christian Baptists of 
Russia and President G. I. Komendant of the Euro-Asiatic Federation of the 
Unions of the Evangelical Christians-Baptists. 


Amendments to a 1990 Law on Religious Freedom were voted 14 July by the 
Supreme Soviet of the Russian Parliament, but do not become effective until 
they are signed by the President of the Russian Federation. 


The most controversial of the amendments, Article 14, states that people who 
do not hold citizenship in the Russian Federation can serve as religious 
workers "under Russian religious organizations" or carry out their activities 


"after state accreditation". But it says they "do not have the right to 
engage in religious-missionary, publishing or advertising-propaganda 
acti wiitiay. 


Orthodox Press Service (OPS), an agency of SYNDESMOS (World Fellowship of 
Orthodox Youth), reported 15 July that the measures were aimed at foreign 
missionaries that had been coming into Russia since the mid-80s to seek 
COnVeErES:. 


According to OPS, Patriarch Alexy said the new measures "fully meet the 
expectations and needs of the Orthodox clergy and church people". He was also 
quoted as saying that while all people have the right to choose their 
religion, the choice "should not be imposed from outside". 


However, Baptist President Logvinenko was among signers of an open letter 16 
July urging Russian Federation President Boris N. Yeltsin not to sign "this 
law which has been passed by the Supreme Soviet and which contains many anti- 
democratic and unlawful provisions". 


Other signers were Executive Secretary A. I. Firisiuk of the Euro-Asiatic 
Federation of the Unions of Evangelical Christians-Baptists, Chairman R. I. 
Bilas of the Union of Christians of Evangelical Faith, Chairman V. M. Murza 
of the Union of Christians of Evangelical Faith (Pentecostal) of the Russian 
Federation, Vice President M. M. Murga of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
Secretary S. V. Riaskhovsky of the Board of Russian United Church of 
Christians of Evangelical Faith and General Secretary M. P. Kulakov of the 
Russian Division of the International Religious Liberty Association. 


"One doesn’t need to be a prophet to see that very soon the government body 
which accredits foreign representatives of religious organizations will become 
a tool of those who want to establish a monopoly of one ideology in Russia", 
they wrote. 


In the wcc letter to heads of its member churches in Russia, Sabev said the 
Council had received several communications from churches and religious 
associations in Russia about the adoption of the amendments, as well as 
"letters of concern from foreign religious bodies who fear possible effects 
on their work in Russia". 


Sabev cited provisions of international law supporting freedom of religion and 
expression, and recalled that the WCC played a role in getting the right to 
religious liberty included in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Urging dialogue among the religious groups of Russia, he said forming a 
consensus among themselves would enable them to live together in a way "which 
does not require the intervention of the state to protect religious 
communities against one another". The WCC would be willing to assist in the 
dialogue if the Russian participants considered it useful, he added. 


"The World Council of Churches shares the profound hope you all have that the 
important recent gains in law and practice regarding fundamental freedoms in 
Russia, including religious liberty, not be lost", Sabev wrote. "Religious 
communities, together, can contribute much to this end by coming to a common 
mind on how to live together harmoniously as faith communities in the context 
of these new freedoms". [EPS] 
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wcc asks aid for Bougainville 


GENEVA (EPS) --Executives of the World Council of Churches (WCC) have appealed 
for world action to aid people suffering from the conflict between the 
government of Papua New Guinea and forces seeking independence for the island 
of Bougainville. 


Clement John, WCC executive secretary for International Affairs, Peace and 
Human Rights, said 23 July that his department advocated a ceasefire with 
negotiations, an end to the government’s blockade of the resistance area and 
access for international monitors. 


Brenda Fitzpatrick, communications executive for the WCC unit on Sharing and 
Service, spoke of the importance of ending the blockade in an interview 
following a trip to the region. 


Malaria is rampant on Bougainville, she said, and the whole population in the 
blockaded area could die if no medicines or other humanitarian supplies are 
allowed to enter. This area, she said, is in the southern part of the island, 
around a copper mine that is central to the dispute, and possibly includes 
parts of the central highlands. 


Fitzpatrick visited the Papua New Guinea capital of Port Moresby 6-8 July and 
the Solomon Islands, where many refugees from Bougainville are living 9-13 
July. She was accompanied by Angelique Walker-Smith, a minister of the 
(black) National Baptist Convention Inc., USA., and a commissioner of the 
Sharing and Service unit. A report of their findings was to be mailed to the 
WCC constituency the week of 26 July. 


Officials of the Papua New Guinea Council of Churches advised them that 
getting government permission to visit Bougainville would likely take months 
and, even if eventually granted, would not likely be recognized by the Defence 
Force combatting the Bougainville Revolutionary Army, Fitzpatrick said. 


Much of the information obtained during the visit was imprecise and 
contradictory, she said. But she said the number of people in the blockaded 
area was estimated at 30 000 to 60 000. An estimated 34 000 displaced persons 
from the blockaded area are in Care Centres in the government-controlled areas 
of Bougainville, and visits by outside observers are needed to determine the 
level of care they are receiving, she said. 


Bougainville refugees in the Solomon Islands are aided by the Red Cross and 
by relatives in an extended family pattern known as "wantok", Fitzpatrick 
reported. 


She said relief supplies had been gathered by Humanitarian Aid to Bougainville 
from the Solomon Islands Christian Association (HABSICA) in collaboration with 
the wcc, but that no one had been able to come from Bougainville in recent 
months to get them. HABSICA has consequently turned them over to the Red 
Cross for use in the refugee programme, but other aid would be made available 
if the Papua New Guinea government would allow its entry. 


The blockade is especially cruel for children and mothers who cannot get 
necessary medicines or other humanitarian supplies, Fitzpatrick said. 


Papua New Guinea, whose historical ties with the Solomon Islands were broken 
by a German-British agreement of 1899, became an Australian trusteeship, and 
gained independence in 1975. The Bougainville conflict broke out in 1988 over 
the Paguna mine, and a May 1990 declaration of independence brought a 
government blockade. 


The Papua New Guinea Council of Churches has asked the government to let heads 
of the churches visit the blockaded area to talk with Catholic Bishop Gregory 
Singkai of Bougainville and other leaders "to investigate a possibility of a 
peaceful approach and also to offer our mediator role". 


In a recent appeal, Singkai wrote, "Something has to be done quickly by the 
international community to make PNG lift the blockade; otherwise this part of 
the whole human race is terribly in danger of simply being completely wiped 
oshe nia 


Pope John Paul II expressed concern about the Bougainville situation during 
a6 July meeting at the Vatican with Catholic bishops from Papua New Guinea. 
They told him Singkai was "sick, isolated (and) a prisoner among his people 
with whom he chooses to stay", Catholic News Service reported. [over] 
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John said that the WCC, in accordance with a Central Committee resolution at 
its August 1992 meeting, was coordinating its efforts regarding Bougainville 
with those of the Pacific Conference of Churches. 


Catholic Bishop Patelisio P. Finau of Tonga, as chairman of the Pacific 
Conference, issued an appeal 18 June for churches and organizations of the 
area to take "concrete action" regarding Bougainville. He suggested making 
1 August a day of special prayer for churches in Bougainville, and undertaking 
a "concerted effort" to get the Bougainville crisis on the agenda of the 
August meeting of the regional prime ministers in Nauru. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.28 
Koreans plan liturgy for reunification 


SEOUL (EPS)--The National Council of Churches in Korea has released the text 
of a liturgy prepared for a 15 August service of Prayer for Peace and 
Reunification of Korea. 


Kwon Ho Kyung, general secretary of the Council, said in a letter to World 
Council of Churches General Secretary Konrad Raiser that the Korean Christians 
Federation in Pyongyang (North Korea) "initiated the draft of the liturgy and 
prayer for this year". 


"We'll greatly appreciate your coordinating the member churches of the Council 
to join together with us in prayer", he told Raiser. 


In 1988, church representatives from North and South Korea met in Glion, 
Switzerland, under sponsorship of the WCC. They agreed to hold an annual 
prayer Sunday on 15 August, the day Korea was divided, or the Sunday 
immediately preceding. 


The WCC’s Central Committee voted in 1989 to encourage member churches 
throughout the world to join Koreans in the service. 


In a call to worship, participants in the liturgy will affirm, "More than 
gifts at the altar, God rejoices at the reconciliation of sisters and 
brothers". 


A litany includes the prayer, "For more than 40 years, you have sustained in 
the Korean people a hope and resilience that has fortified them in their 
struggle for justice, peace and reunification". 


The suggested Scripture readings are Micah 4:1-5, which includes the prophecy 
that "they shall beat their swords into ploughshares", and Matthew 5:21-26, 
the passage in the Sermon on the Mount in which Jesus tells his disciples to 
secure reconciliation before presenting gifts at the altar. 


In a concluding communion service, participants are called to remember "our 
Sisters and brothers who have followed our Lord’s word to Golgotha, and been 
sacrificed due to violence and ideology". 


(See Ecutext 93.07.37 in this issue for a common prayer included in the 
service.) [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.29 
US council secretary asks for body organ donations 


NEW YORK (EPS)--General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell of the US National 
Council of Churches has called for donation of body organs as an act of 
Christian stewardship. "As a Christian, I believe that it is altogether 
fitting for persons to will their vital organs so that others may live", she 
said in a statement released 8 July. "Following the example of Jesus, 
Christians have been committed to health care ... . Our understanding of 
stewardship directs us to care for our own bodies and to be generous as we 
seek to meet the human needs of others. The National Council of Churches 
therefore encourages individuals to make advance arrangements for the donation 
of their eyes and other body organs as a legacy to the human family". [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.30 
WCC issues 1992 financial report 


GENEVA (EPS) --The 1992 financial report of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
shows basic operating figures with income exceeding expenses for the second 
year in a row. 


A printed financial statement being mailed to WCC executive committee members, 
member churches and others the week of 26 July showed total income (calculated 
by the WCC in Swiss francs) of 40 919 000 in 1992 and expenditures of 

38 367 000, leaving 2 552 000 for later use. In 1991 the report showed income 
of Swiss francs 39 388 000, which was 1 151 000 above expenses (one Swiss 
franc = USS 0.67). 


"If one considers what our position was in September 1990, it is remarkable 
that we have achieved a certain level of financial equilibrium", said Michael 
J. Davies, assistant general secretary for finance and administration. 


When the WCC confronted its financial difficulties in September 1990, he said, 
it was in the process of incurring a deficit that year of Swiss francs 

3 103 000 after three straight years of smaller deficits. And under existing 
conditions, he said, it contemplated growing deficits that would likely have 
reached Swiss francs 6 million in 1991 and 9 million in 1992, a rate of using 
reserves that could not be long sustained. 


Davies noted that staff salaries constitute the major part of WCC operating 
costs, and cited reduction in staff from about 340 in September 1990 to about 
270 today as the principal factor bringing the budget into line. 


In addition to the basic operating budget, the WCC serves as a channel used 
by churches and agencies for transmitting funds to specific projects. These 
are managed in a separate budget category called "trust and project accounts", 
and can give a misleading impression of the WCC’s financial picture because 
they have come to include a lot of the programme activity, Davies said. To 
present a clearer picture, he said, he will inaugurate a new system starting 
with the 1994 budget. 


In 1992, receipts in "trust and project accounts" totalled Swiss francs 
77 985 000, down somewhat from 80 197 000 in 1991, but in each year about 
twice the amount the WCC gets for its operating budget. 


Even funds received by the WCC for its own operations come mostly restricted 
in one way or another, Davies pointed out. In 1992, undesignated income from 
the member churches amounted to Swiss francs 6 550 000, up from 6 028 000 in 
1991 but still less than 20 per cent of the operating budget. 


A category called "unrestricted, designated", money designated for a specified 
unit of the WCC but left unrestricted in the way the unit uses it, totalled 
Swiss francs 24 630 000 in 1992, down from 25 899 000 in 1991. 


Funds given by donors to specific units for use in a specific programme, 
"restricted, designated", amounted to Swiss francs 2 454 000 in 1992, up from 
1 612 000 the year before. 


The WCC also receives small amounts of income from other sources that in 1992 
included (in Swiss francs) interest on current accounts (2 389 000) interest 
on endowment and reserve funds (995 000), expenses on the WCC headquarters 
building in Geneva reimbursed by other tenants (1 703 000) and income from 
miscellaneous activities such as sale of publications (3 236 000). Total 
receipts by the WCC from all sources in 1992, the report shows, was Swiss 
francs 119 942 000, down from 125 047 000 the previous year. 


The WCC has no financial requirement for membership. Davies said about two- 
thirds of the 322 member churches contribute in any given year. Some of the 
Others make occasional contributions, some feel they are unable to give 
anything and some live under governments that restrict their ability to make 
gifts. 


In the financial statement, the WCC also acknowledges that some churches 
contribute by absorbing costs of meetings in their area or in other ways apart 
from direct financial gifts, and a list of churches providing such assistance 
in 1992 is given. 


As has been the case for several years, the largest undesignated contributions 
in 1992 came from the German churches. Of the Swiss francs 6 550 000 total, 
the Evangelical Church in Germany gave 2 614 048, or almost 40 per cent. [over] 


wec budget/2 


Total undesignated contributions from Europe brought the figure to Swiss 
francs, 4.026.513. This included Swiss francs 200 770 from the Church of 
England, 180 000 from the Swiss Protestant Federation, 140 515 from the Church 
of Sweden, 125 575 ‘from the Church of Norway, 114 .485 from the Swedish 
Ecumenical Council, 91 830 from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, 
89 411 from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Denmark, 77 637 from the 
Netherlands Reformed Church, 55 790 from the United Reformed Church in the 
United Kingdom, 49 332 from the Reformed Church of France, 43 970 from the 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands and 43 318 from the Methodist Church in 
the United Kingdom. 


Churches in North America, which gave as much as 90 per cent of WCC income in 
its earliest years, contributed a total of Swiss francs 1 900 202 in 1992, 
slightly under 30 per cent and a little less than half the European figure. 


The principal US contributors of undesignated funds gave (in Swiss francs) : 
Presbyterian Church, 549 003; United Methodist Church, 480 732; Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, 230 986; Episcopal Church, 102 875; Christian 
Church (Disciples, of. Christ) ,.9/) 368 ;j.Unreed Church. of sChrist.../2.265- ealid 
American Baptist Churches, 57 946. For the largest Canadian contributors the 
figures were Anglican Church, 104 302, and United Church of Canada, 96 046. 


(In some cases, these figures may not correspond with those published by the 
churches because contributions they make for a particular year are not 
received until after WCC books for that year have been closed, and the gift 
must be included in the next year’s report.) 


If the designated funds for the operating budget are added, the proportion 
from Europe rises even higher than for the undesignated. The European total 
contribution was Swiss francs 26 545 223, and the North American total, 
6.726. 567,, abouteastourth as omuch. 


Davies said the most serious financial problem of the WCC was the small amount 


of undesignated money received. "It has not risen, and in real terms has been 
declining for twenty years even though the total income of the Council has 
gone up enormously", he said. "Our flexibility and our freedom to do what 


we’re called to do diminishes year by year". 


The amount of designated money varies by unit, he added. The largest amount 
is always received by the Council’s unit that does relief, refugee assistance 
and development work (Unit IV-Sharing and Service), he said. 


Work to support Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III) can count on 
substantial support, Davies said, because each of the issues "has its own 
constituency and is generously supported by those interested". Similarly, 
constituencies interested in the Life, Education and Mission (Unit ITI) 
programmes provide support, though he said they had suffered "a certain 
diminishment" from the level formerly given by the traditional missionary 
societies. 


"Our problem", the financial officer said, is the Faith and Order work, along 
with other programmes covered in the Unity and Renewal unit (I). That makes 
the recently-announced effort to raise a US$ 10 million Archbishop Iakovos 
Endowment for Faith and Order especially important, he said (EPS 93.06.50). 


Detailing the budgets by unit, the 1992 report shows Unit I received 
contributions of Swiss francs 753 000 restricted and 3 062 000 unrestricted; 
Unit II, 629 000 restricted and 6 154 000 unrestricted; Unit III, 1 072 000 
restricted’ and 26..446 000 “Unrestrictad,..and Wit .lV. a8 » 65. ,UUU. soenee 
unrestricted. 


Davies said that at the current level of income, the WCC could maintain its 


financial equilibrium only by keeping a rigid cap on expenditures. "But of 
course that’s not what we’re here for", he said. "We’re here to respond to 
the needs. Therefore, we have to go out and increase income". 


The report also includes a financial statement for the 1991 General Assembly 
in Canberra, showing income of Swiss francs 7 857 991 and expenses of 

9 609 884. The difference was covered by contributions from the WCC’s 
undesignated income and, in lesser amounts, from various other sources. 


The report, audited by the Geneva firm of KPMG Klynveld Peat Marwick Goerdeler 
SA, also includes data on WCC investments and other information. Copies may 
be obtained without charge by writing: Finance Office, World Council of 
Churches, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.31 
ECLOF loans help women in India 


GENEVA (EPS) --Poor women, many of them untouchables, in villages near Madras, 
India, are becoming able to support themselves through a programme assisted 
by loans from ECLOF (Ecumenical Church Loan Fund). 


ECLOF, based in Geneva, is an agency related to the World Council of Churches 
and committed to providing loans for church and development projects at a low 
rate of interest. 


During a recent visit to ECLOF offices, John M. Kulasekhar talked about the 
new opportunities many Indian women had found with the help of small loans 
from the agency he serves as vice president, the Society for the Upliftment 
of the Economically Backward (SUEB) . 


Suriya, a young widow who got a small loan to set up a grocery shop selling 
items such as tea and rice, has repaid all she borrowed and earned enough to 
expand, Kulasekhar said. 


Another woman, he said, used a loan to buy grinders and now supports herself 
by grinding rice in the villages. 


Kulasekhar said preliminary work for starting the SUEB programme was 
undertaken in 1984, and formal establishment came the following year. 


"We began by giving women a nine-week, 45-day programme in health care", he 
said. "We taught them things like how to give simple medicines, and how to 
communicate with village people and train them in health matters". 


Next, he said, SUEB helped women in the villages form groups and undertake the 
process of working to solve their own problems. From these groups came the 
call for programmes that would enable poor women to generate income and become 
self-supporting. 


Priscilla Nirmalakumari, director of women’s studies at St Christopher’s 
Training College, is president of SUEB. Kulasekhar, vice president, is a 
customs agent in Madras who went to Britain in September 1992 for a year’s 
study of taxation. 


All the organizers of SUEB, he said during his Geneva visit, were members of 
the Church of South India, but the agency has been set up as an independent 
body to assist people of all religions. The area has some Muslims, and a few 
Muslim women have participated in the SUEB programme, but a large majority of 
the population are Hindu, he said. 


About 60 per cent of women served by SUEB come from the untouchable caste, and 
the others are mostly middle caste individuals such as widows who have fallen 
into poverty. Kulasekhar, a third generation Christian, is himself descended 
from untouchables, he said. 


SUEB headquarters are in Tambaram, near Madras, and one member of its board, 
Kalavathy Rajkumar, who teaches at a Muslim women’s college, lives in 
Tambaram. 


Kulasekhar said SUEB provided a "very good model" because it helped women both 
in gaining the capacity to earn money and in developing awareness of society 
and processes of social change. 


He said a few loans had been made to cooperatives, but that SUEB experience 


indicated support for individual initiative worked best. In a cooperative, 
many members tend to come in with excuses for why the work did not get done, 
he said. But he said the individual woman who borrows money to start an 


economic enterprise realizes that success depends on her individual efforts, 
and she is consequently more likely to stay with a job until it is finished. 


Kulasekhar said the women’s groups are asked to recommend individuals for 
loans, and SUEB relies on the judgment of the groups, not asking loan 
recipients for any security. The record of repayment has been excellent, much 
better than banks customarily experience, he said. 


SUEB gets its money from ECLOF at 4 per cent interest, and charges its 
borrowers 5 per cent, Kulasekhar said. The women generally cannot get loans 
from the banks, and village money lenders might charge them 30 per cent, he 
Said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.32 
Sri Lanka: Asian peace and justice workers meet 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (EPS) --Representatives of peace and justice groups from 
five South Asian countries met 11-18 July near Colombo, Sri Lanka, to examine 
"Cooperation and Confidence Building in South Asia". 


The gathering brought together 23 Buddhist, Christian, Hindu and Muslim 
participants from Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. They had 
been delegated by groups meeting in their respective countries, and 
represented a broad area of concerns, from peace education in schools to 
upholding the rights of minority communities. 


They focused on four major themes: growth of violence, women and children, 
fundamentalism and communalism, and ecology and economy. A workshop on 
techniques of nonviolent conflict resolution was included in the programme. 


Quaker Peace & Service, the international department of London Yearly Meeting 


of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), planned and sponsored the 
event. The American Friends Service Committee was also represented at the 
meeting. 


The World Council of Churches was represented by Elizabeth Salter, an 
executive in the Geneva office of International Affairs, Peace and Human 
Rights. 


Participants agreed to continue the process of sharing information and 
deepening their knowledge about issues of concern in the region, and to hold 
a second gathering at the end of 1994. They chose a coordinating committee 
to plan that meeting, and designated Pakistan as the location. [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.33 
ICCJ meets in Israel 


HAIFA, Israel (EPS)--The International Council of Christians and Jews (ICCJ) 
held its annual colloquium 11-15 July in Haifa, the first time it had been 
held in Israel. 


An ICCJ press release said more than 200 Christian, Jewish, Muslim and Druze 
leaders from more than 20 countries attended. "The ICCJ was delighted that, 
despite the tension on Israel’s northern border, two Lebanese theologians were 
able to attend", it said. 


The theme of the colloquium was "Sharing the Blessing of Abraham in the Holy 
Land Today". Speakers included Professor Aviezer Ravitsky of the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, Archimandrite Aristarchos of the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, Israeli Druze leader Zeidan Atashi, Mitkal Natour 
of the Arab Education Department in Jerusalem and Shehade Shehade of St John’s 
Church sin -Haita. 


Participants visited "communities actively involved in coexistence and places 
of significance to Jews, Christians and Muslims", the release said. 


President Ezer Weizman of Israel said in’*a message sent to the colloquium, 
"You have found a great symbol in Abraham, blessed father of the Jewish, 
Christian and Muslim faiths. It was only after leaving his country that 
Abraham was blessed. All of us must go through some such wrenching process 
before we attain a higher spiritual level of tolerance and understanding". 


Messages were also received from numerous other political and religious 
leaders. Todor Sabev, deputy general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, sent a message on behalf of General Secretary Konrad Raiser praising 
dialogue as "a true way of enabling people of various faiths to discover each 
other beyond inaccurate perceptions and distorted images". [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.34 
Slovenian Bible Society organized 


LJUBLJANA, Slovenia (EPS) --A Slovenian Bible Society was organized at a 26 May 
meeting in the Slovenian capital, Ljubljana, the United Bible Societies said 
in their publication, World Report (July). "A board was elected to run the 
affairs of the Bible Society, with representatives from the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Seventh-day Adventists, the Baptists, the Pentecostals, the 
Orthodox Church and the Free Brethren", the account said. And it quoted 
Pentecostal leader Michael Kuzmic as saying that never before in the history 
of Slovenia had representatives of all Christian churches come togther for 
united action. Bible work in the former Yugoslavia was coordinated from its 
capital, Belgrade. Zvonimir Smiljanic, executive secretary in Belgrade, told 
the Slovenian meeting, "This is not a day of divorce; it is a day of new 
birth". [EPS] 


EPS 93.07.35 
British propose interfaith code 


LONDON (EPS)--The Inter-Faith Network of Great Britain has presented a code 
of conduct calling for members of religious communities to "draw on our faith 
to bring about reconciliation and understanding". 


Rabbi Hugo Gryn, co-chairman of the Network, said the code, "Building Good 
Relations with People of Different Faiths and Beliefs", would provide "a basis 
on which to journey together towards a society based solidly on trust and 
understanding". 


"The graphic tragedy of Ulster, the increasing incidence of racism and 
allegedly race-motivated murders and attacks on the streets of London and the 
worrying rise in xenophobia across Europe means that no one who lives in 
Britain today can afford to be complacent", he said. 


Other leaders involved in presenting the interfaith guidelines included 
Anglican Bishop Roy Williamson of Southwark, Catholic Auxiliary Bishop Charles 
J. Henderson of Southwark, Ivy Guttridge of the Methodist Church, Maulana 
Shahid Raza of the Imams and Mosques Council and Indargit Singh of the Sikh 
Council for Inter-Faith Relations. 


A gathering was held at Central London Mosque in Regent’s Park 6 July to 
promote the code, and sponsors plan to distribute thousands of copies as a 
contribution to a Year of Inter-Religious Understanding and Cooperation. 


Religious commitments of all parties should be respected in interfaith 
dialogue, the code says, and any evangelization undertaken should be 
"Characterized by self-restraint and a concern for the other’s freedom and 
dignity". [EPS] 


EPS 93 07.536 
Anglican losses threaten clergy pay 


LONDON (EPS)--The Church of England Newspaper reports (16 July) that asset 
losses of £800 million by the Church Commissioners threaten their ability to 
assist parishes with clergy stipends. 


For the current year, the Commissioners are contributing £63 million to 
Salaries of the ministers. But one estimate forecasts that the portion of 
salaries the Commissioners can give will drop from a current 40 per cent to 
10 per cent, leaving parishioners with the necessity of paying almost all. 


Chelmsford Bishop John Waine, appointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury to 
investigate the losses, is quoted as saying most parishes would soon have to 
become "self-supporting as far as their ministry is concerned". 


With the loss of £800 million over the last three years, assets managed by the 
Church Commissioners now stand at £2.3 billion. The commissioners are 
committed to paying pensions to retired clergy as their first priority. [EPS] 


EPS 5°93. 507.377 
Ecutext: . Prayer for Korean Reunification 


This is the text of a common prayer included in a liturgy prepared for the 15 
August World Sunday of nies e for Peace and Reunification of Korea (see 
93107828 )a 


O God, who created human beings in your image 
and loved us so much that you have made with us 
a covenant of eternal life and peace, 

Receive our thanks and praise. 


Our Lord Jesus came to this earth as the servant of peace 
And promised to make us one in love, justice and peace. 
Our Lord commanded us to overcome our divisions 

and conflicts, and to be reconciled and united 

through loving and forgiving one another. 


Our Lord has called us to heal the wounds 

caused by the division of Korea, 

and to work as his disciples for peace and reunification. 
But we must ask your forgiveness 

for having been unable so far 

to put your command into practice. 


Lord, our people, divided by foreign powers 
and suffering all sorts of misfortune and pains 
for the past half century, 

today are threatened by potential disaster 
from thermonuclear war. 


Lord, hear our earnest prayer for peace and reunification. 
May our 3000 miles of rivers and ser Rg: once more become 
a land without foreign troops, 

without nuclear weapons and war; 

and may the peaceful beauty of our rivers and mountains be restored. 
May we all be reunited through our love of nation 

and our autonomous spirit, spreading widely the wisdom 

and honour of our people. 

Grant that the distrust and enmity between north and south, 
caused by different principles and systems, may be ended, 
and that all our efforts may be directed 

toward reunification, based on our common existence, 

common prosperity, and common interest. 


O Lord, even though our nation is separated into north and south, 
we share one blood. 

Even though we have different thinking and ideologies, 

we are brothers and sisters living in the same territory; 

we are one people sharing our life and death, joys and sorrows. 
We pray that by our people’s power, the bells of peace 

may ring and the joyful cheers for reunification 

may resound throughout our land. 


May we greet the Jubilee, the 50th year after Liberation, 
with rejoicing and thanks. 


Come, Holy Spirit. 

Lead the Christians of north and south to join our hearts 

and our strength and our wisdom as one, 

to tear down the walls that divide us, 

and to go forward to achieve our people’s urgent hope: reunification. 


In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.08.01 
5th Faith and Order conference opens in Spain 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS)--The Fifth World Conference on Faith and 
Order opened 4 August in the pilgrim city of Santiago de Compostela with 
appeals for participants to join in the spirit of pilgrimage toward new 
visions of Christian unity. 


Delegates, some 200 official representatives from the diverse communions and 
countries participating in the Faith and Order movement, did not come on foot 
like mediaeval and modern pilgrims to what has been identified since the 9th 
century as the tomb of the Apostle James. 


But in welcoming statements, Catholic Archbishop A. M. Rouco Valera of 
Santiago de Compostela and local government officials encouraged their guests 
to enter into the spirit of the pilgrims as they sought reconciliation among 
Christians. 


"In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit", began the opening 
service of worship. Then delegates and others joined in singing a Russian 
hymn, "Agios o Theos", (Holy God). 


The total gathering of some 400 people, meeting in the gymnasium of a 
secondary school, Colexio La Salle, included special guests such as outside 
speakers and former Faith and Order directors, representatives of Christian 
world communions, consultants, a specially-invited group of younger 
theologians, staff and local young people serving as stewards. 


"What lies before us", Faith and Order Moderator Mary Tanner of Britain said 
in an opening address [see EPS 93.08.17 in this issue], "are ten gifted days 
together in which in worship and Bible study, surrounded by a much larger 
company of pilgrims in this city, we shall experience something of the 
communion of God’s own life and love about which we talk." 


A key word of the conference was to be "koinonia", a Greek word for communion, 
and the theme was "Towards Koinonia in Faith, Life and Witness". 


The days of the conference would be a time, the moderator said, for 
"harvesting" ecumenical gains of past years, charting new directions and 
reaffirming commitment to "a communion in faith, life and witness". 


Tanner stressed the goal of visible unity. Referring to the eight regional 
consultations held in preparation for the World Conference, she said the "most 
unnerving" reaction for herself was that of participants who said visible 
unity was unattainable, and that Christians should "settle for good relations 
across denominational divides, cooperation in service and intercommunion". 


"We must not be diverted from the quest for visible unity", Tanner insisted. 
Rather, she said, Christians should ask about the "sort of communion" that 
would express "the communion of God’s own Trinitarian life". 


She acknowledged that the search for Christian unity must overcome many 
serious difficulties, including those that had become more prominent since the 
previous World Conference of Faith and Order at Montreal in 1963. 


Tanner, who is the Church of England’s secretary for Christian unity, noted 
that some participants in the regional consultations expressed "anguish" at 
the Anglican decision to ordain women. But she said the Faith and Order 
study on The Community of Women and Men in the Church had shown the need to 
overcome not only divisions between churches but also "human divisions which 
penetrate the life of the church". [over] 
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She also said some people were threatened by references to "structures of 
decision-making and teaching with authority". No church has a perfect model, 
she said, but any vision of visible unity will be incomplete if questions of 
structure and power are ignored. 


Referring to the controversial address of Korean theologian Chung Hyun Kyung 
at the 1991 assembly of the World Council of Churches in Canberra, Tanner said 
the Christian vision of unity "must astonish us with its diversity", but that 
diversity must have limits to maintain unity with the church through the ages 
and to recognize "a proper distinction between truth and error". 


In allusion to recent discussion over how Faith and Order should be related 
to the church’s life in the world, the moderator said, "The visible communion 
of the church is to demonstrate what God intends for the whole of humanity and 
creation". But she said this gave Faith and Order a distinctive role in "the 
search for justice and peace and the mending of creation". 


"Re-visioning" visible unity, Tanner said, is important because of what is at 
stake. "Faith and Order’s vocation is at stake, the vocation to call the 
churches to visible unity and to keep this vision alive at the centre of the 
work of the World Council of Churches and the wider ecumenical movement". 


At the opening session, delegates also heard an address by Faith and Order 
Director Gunther Gassmann surveying developments since the 1963 conference. 
One of the most important changes, he said, has been the move by Catholics, 
who had five observers there, to full participation today. 


"We are hoping for a similar expansion with the increased involvement of 
theologians from Evangelical and Pentecostal churches and movements", he said. 


Gassmann also said the number of women at Santiago de Compostela represented 
a striking increase from the three at Montreal - "even though we would have 
liked to see still more women among our participants". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.02 
Swedish court limits use of church tax funds 


UPPSALA (EPS) --A Swedish court has ruled that church tax funds cannot be used 
to aid people outside the parish, reports the information service of the 
Swedish Church (2 July). In 1991, the parish church of Karlshamm sought to 
make a loan to a Third World project through the Ecumenical Development 
Cooperative Society (EDCS), an agency related to the World Council of 
Churches. 


A parishioner challenged the action in court, arguing that congregations of 
the Swedish Church should use receipts from the church tax only for purposes 
that benefit the congregation. EDCS, which has offices in the Netherlands, 
was organized by the WCC and the Netherlands Council of Churches to make Third 
World development loans at a low rate of interest. Sweden’s Supreme 
Administrative Court ruled that congregations cannot invest funds gained from 
the church tax in ways that yield less than the highest possible interest. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.08.03 
Youth promise to become agents of transformation 


By David Devadas 

MENDES, Brazil--More than 500 young people committed themselves to be agents 
of transformation in their communities, churches and organizations at a ten- 
day Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students (EGGYS) that ended 26 
July. 


Meeting in Mendes, Brazil, students and other youth from throughout the world 
issued a letter challenging churches and ecumenical youth organizations to 
take their search for growth and transformation seriously and urgently. 


For the first time in a world ecumenical gathering of this type, Roman 
Catholic students joined young people from Protestant and Orthodox churches 
in a common search for unity and vision. Delegates emphasised the need for 
their organizations to develop national and regional networks for joint 
action. 


Sponsoring organizations included the World Council of Churches, World Student 
Christian Federation, International Movement of Catholic Students, 
International Young Catholic Students, World Young Women’s Christian 
Association, World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations, Syndesmos 
(World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth), Lutheran World Federation and World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


"Throughout our many interactions, we discovered we have much in common", the 
letter from Mendes said. "We are all affected by poverty, unemployment, the 
world economy and violations of human rights. As youth, many of us felt a 


sense of powerlessness, a compassion for those excluded from decision making, 
and a deep passion for justice ... ." 


"We disagreed on issues such as human sexuality, the interpretation of the 
Bible, theological orientations and cultural and personal prejudices", the 
letter added. 


In a written statement, a group of Orthodox delegates expressed disagreement 
with some of the views of others. "Our mission as a church is to transform 
the world and not to be transformed by the world", they said. They expressed 
regret for a "lack of Christian spiritual atmosphere", use of non-traditional 
symbols such as the Ying and the Yang during worship and certain 
interpretations of the Bible. 


Delegates received reports from forum discussions on (1) economics, society 
and alternative models; (2): ®educabiom fora? life; (3) environment and 
development; (4) human rights and democracy; (5) search for unity ina 
fragmented world, and (6) women. 


The forums emphasized the need for their organizations to develop national and 
regional networks for joint action. They spoke of links between the 
exploitation of women, the Third World and nature, and emphasized the richness 
of diversity and the need to side in all cases with the poor and oppressed. 


The forum to discuss women analysed the common experiences of violence, 
oppression and lack of leadership opportunities. Its report listed 
strategies including leadership training, monitoring and creating an 
international ecumenical network of young women. 


"Policies that restrict government spending, devalue the currency and 
encourage privatisation have led to unemployment, lack of education, poverty 
and malnutrition", one of the reports said. It called for rejecting "the 
idols" of materialism, individualism, consumerism and militarism. It also 
rejected "a philosophy of life that is based on winners and losers". 


From Geneva, WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser sent conference participants 
a message encouraging them to "strengthen the network of ecumenical 
cooperation" among youth organizations and to make "the voice of young people 
Clearly heard". 


"The ecumenical movement certainly has no future without the young 
generation", the WCC leader wrote. "In this present period of change and 
transition in church and society world-wide, your gathering has the unique 
chance to provide orientation and inspiration to young people in the 
churches". [over] 
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During the conference, participants put out a newsletter they named 
"Chocadeira", meaning "hatchery" in Portuguese. They expressed hope that the 
global youth gathering would lead to "hatching and spawning an ecumenical 
community of those faithful to the way, with new ideas and new vision of how 
we might live faithfully toward God’s reign, ‘on earth as it is in heaven’". 


One issue contained an invitation from "Diana & Janet" for everyone to visit 
the "Women’s Tent", where they could "stretch those limbs" in aerobic 
exercises and "mellow out listening to live music". 


"Chocadeira" reported that EGGYS drew 524 young people, aged 18 to 30, from 
12 confessional families: Anglican, Baptist, Roman Catholic, Evangelical, 
Independent, Lutheran, Methodist, Orthodox - Eastern and Oriental, 
Presbyterian, Reformed and United Episcopal. They came from 81 countries. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.04 
MECC protests Israeli raids 


LIMASSOL, Cyprus (EPS)--General Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle East 
Council of Churches (MECC) condemned Israel’s raids on Lebanon for "causing 
further destruction and death of innocent men, women and children, disturbing 
social stability and harming the economic recovery". 


"It is also displacing thousands of people from their homes at a time when the 
Lebanese government and non-governmental organizations are helping the 
displaced population of the last 16 years of war in the process of returning 
to their original villages", he said in a 28 July statement released from 
Limassol, Cyprus. 


MECC headquarters are in Beirut, but much of its operational activity has been 
conducted from Cyprus during the recent years of conflict in Lebanon. 


At the World Council of Churches in Geneva, Michael Davies, acting general 
secretary in the absence of Konrad Raiser, condemned "the indiscriminate 
exchange of lethal shelling" and appealed for "the forces engaged in the 
conflict to immediately cease fire". 


The WCC statement did not mention Israel or the other forces involved, but 
referred to the 1978 United Nations Resolution 425 that called for Israel to 
withdraw from all Lebanese territory "forthwith". Davies said the WCC 
"Strongly reiterates at this time" its support for implementation of that 
resolution. 


In the morning of 25 July, Israeli planes and helicopters launched their 
heaviest attack against Lebanese areas in more than a decade. The raids, 
Israel said, were against the pro-Iranian Hezbollah and the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine--General Command. The assault continued on the 
following days with both artillery and air attacks, and the guerrillas fired 
Katyusha rockets into Israel. On 29 July, Israel sent tanks and motorized 
infantry into the area of southern Lebanon it has controlled as a security 
zone, and Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin said there would be no ceasefire until 
guerrilla rockets stopped hitting Israel. 


Tens of thousands of Lebanese villagers were reportedly fleeing their homes 
to seek safety in the north, and estimates of the total number of displaced 
soon reached 200 000-300 OOO. 


At the United Nations in New York, Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
denounced Israel for a policy of driving civilians from their villages. 


Habib said Israel was "raiding new territories" instead of implementing 
Resolution 425, and he appealed for churches and the international community 
to "force" Israel to "resort to constructive dialogue for peace instead of 
war", 


Addressing the world church community, the MECC general secretary asked for 
Support of the Council’s efforts to "alleviate new suffering in Lebanon". "We 
also call upon all concerned to break the vicious circle of confrontation in 
the Middle East, which constitutes a major obstacle to the peace process 
between the parties involved, and to shift from violence as means of 
interaction between opponents to dialogue as a way of understanding and 
peace". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.05 
UN indigenous group reviews declaration 


GENEVA (EPS) --The United Nations Working Group on Indigenous Populations ended 
its annual session in Geneva 30 July with an announcement that it would 
present a draft declaration on indigenous rights to the Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, a World Council of 
Churches (WCC) executive reported. 


Marilia Schiller, who has followed deliberations of the working group as an 
executive of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, said, however, that some 
indigenous people think the proposed declaration is not strong enough on self- 
determination and will probably write a declaration of their own. Self- 
determination has been the key issue for indigenous people attending the 
annual sessions of the working group, she said, and some of them are also 
using the stronger legal term "sovereignty". 


The working group, a five-member body meeting two weeks in its 11th annual 
session this year, is a unit of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, which was beginning its sessions 
2 August. 


If approved there, the declaration would go to the sub-commission’s parent 
body, the UN Commission on Human Rights and then to the Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC). The working group has the goal of eventually getting the 
declaration approved at a session of the UN General Assembly. 


However, getting approval in the General Assembly means writing a document 
acceptable to governments, and the working group is aware that they would not 
likely vote to give indigenous peoples full independence in the sense of 
sovereign nations. 


Millilani B. Trask, elected in 1989 as Kia’aina, or prime minister, of "the 
sovereign nation of Hawaii", was among those attending working group sessions 
and maintaining liaison with the WCC. 


In an interview near the end, she said indigenous people had been disappointed 
with the process this year. She said they came prepared to speak about and 
offer amendments to one draft of the proposed declaration, but on arrival were 
handed a different draft. Later, a third draft was given to them for analysis 
and reaction, she said. 


They found a "substantial diminution" in the language affirming self- 
determination, and threatened a walkout if it was not restored, Trask said. 
The working group conceded, she said, but planned to revise the text after the 
session closed, and the indigenous therefore could not review the final draft 
if it went to the sub-commission this year. 


Only non-governmental groups with consultative status can speak there, and 
many of these are "perceived as fronts for governments", she said. So the 
indigenous themselves, she said, will now write a declaration, working through 
regional groups and then an international group headed by Chief Oren Lyons, 
faithkeeper of the Onondaga Nation in North America. 


Trask, a Catholic who also practises traditional ceremonies, said she had 
become associated with the WCC when she was invited to a consultation in 
Australia several years ago, and had since been involved in WCC activities 
both through the Programme to Combat Racism and the programme for the Decade 
of Women. She said the WCC was the only church agency she saw actively 
involved in the meeting of the working group. 


WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser, in a message read for him at a WCC 
reception 22 July for meeting participants, proposed that some members of the 
indigenous community be given the right to speak in official meetings through 
appointment to ambassadorial status, as UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali appointed Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta Menchu Goodwill Ambassador 
for the (1993) International Year of Indigenous People. 


Reiterating this proposal in a statement read at the final working group 
session, Schiller said the foremost concern was "that the Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples should be accompanied to the UN forums beyond 
this working group by a recognisable indigenous presence or delegation". She 
later reported that Erica-Irene Daes, who chairs the working group, promised 
that arrangements would be made for indigenous representatives to give the 
Sub-Commission their views on the declaration draft. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.06 
"Eminent persons" call for end to South African violence 


By John Evenson 

JOHANNESBURG (EPS)--At the end of a week during which 11 worshippers were 
slaughtered in a Cape Town church and more than 70 killed in political 
violence in the Johannesburg area, five "eminent persons" from the World 
Council of Churches and the Vatican called on South Africans to stop all 
involvement in violence, "including all talks of war and threatening 
statements". 


The five, led by former New Zealand Archbishop and Governor General Paul 
Reeves, were part of the Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South Africa 
(EMPSA). Over a nine-month period, EMPSA has placed 55 trained international 
monitors in communities where political violence has been a threat. 


The eminent persons group met with church and community leaders in the 
Transvaal, Natal and the Eastern Cape, and with key political leaders in the 
country, including the State President and leaders of liberation movements and 
homelands. 


At the end of their eight-day visit, the eminent group said certain patterns 
of violence seem to have taken hold in the country. Many who have been 
killed have’been workers for peace in their communities, and they noted that 
when violence seems to cease in one area due to mediation and monitoring, it 
then starts almost spontaneously in other towns or regions. 


As the group travelled they heard that new violence is often sparked by what 
seem to be "highly trained hit squads" such as the six who attacked the 
congregation at St James Church, Cape Town. 


Local church leaders and EMPSA monitors told of incidents where the presence 
of the church-based international monitors defused tense confrontations 
between different political factions in Natal and the Transvaal. While the 
level of violence remains high, Reeves said the death toll would have been 
much higher if it had not been for the presence of church monitors in troubled 
areas. 


But the eminent persons were also troubled by threats of future violence, the 
"war talk" they heard in meetings with some of the homeland leaders. Noting 
that the fear resulting from such language was "invidious and corrosive", the 
group said they were "appalled by violent language and by rumours compounded 
by hate". 


"Very carefully and very seriously, we call upon all South Africans to stop 
these acts of violence and this violent language", they said. 


"The basic human right is the right to life, but precious lives are being lost 
daily and the very future of the country is being bled away as people are 
killed and maimed in senseless political and criminal violence", the group 
stated. 


Marie Therese van Hetteren, President General of the World Union of Catholic 
Women’s Organizations, said "women and children are bearing so much of the 
violence in this country". She wondered whether the lack of women in any of 
the decision-making positions in the country is "one of the reasons why the 
violence continues". 


Another of the eminent persons, Hildegard Zumach, former President of 
Protestant Women in Germany, agreed. "It is the same all over the world", 
she said. "Women, elderly people and children are the first and last people 
who suffer from the violence." 


The group was also troubled by the walkout of some political parties from the 
negotiations that are discussing the election and constitutional process for 
a "new South Africa". In individual meetings they urged dissenting parties 
to return to the negotiation tables. 


In spite of the ongoing violence and the present difficulties in negotiations, 
the eminent persons felt that there was much hope that a democracy might 
emerge from the present troubled period. [EPS] 
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Archbishop Nicodemus Kirima, Catholic Archbishop of Nyeri, Kenya, said that 
he was shocked by the violence. He said Kenya had also experienced political 
murders during the election period in 1992, but not on this scale. But Kirima 
also said, "We have found goodwill and readiness to work for peace among the 
people of South Africa, and I am very much encouraged by the work of 
Christians in this country". He asked Christians of all races in South 
Africa to pray for peace. "If we pray and we mean what we say, it will 
change us because change begins in the heart", he said. 


Bishop Susan Morrison of the United Methodist Church in Philadelphia, United 
States, also expressed hope. "The people I have met in church here are 
definitely working for the people of South Africa, and it makes me proud to 
be part of this global faith community." 


Reeves said the EMPSA programme will expand to monitor the election process. 
"We do not seek to be political agents in this process", he said. "EMPSA puts 
monitors in a position whereby they can clarify, moderate and communicate 
within situations where fear and violence is threatening to take over." 


Three political leaders welcomed EMPSA’s monitoring work. State President 
F. W. de Klerk said the churches are mainly concerned in the peace effort, and 
are rendering a valuable service in that regard. Vice-President Walter 
Sisulu of the African National Congress praised the churches for working for 
peace and solidarity with the people, and President Clarence Makwetu of the 
Pan-African Congress asked the churches for help in voter education 
programmes. 


The eminent persons group is calling upon churches around the world to pray 
for a peaceful transition to democracy in South Africa, and to provide 
additional persons and funds to expand the monitoring programme. 


Beyers Naude, one of South Africa’s senior churchmen in the struggle against 
apartheid, accompanied the eminent persons on their visit. In thanking the 
group for their presence, Naude said, "More and more as we travelled we felt 
that you have taken to heart so much of the agony and suffering and the 
Situation of conflict ... You are praying with us for something meaningful to 
emerge by way of justice and peace". 


Reeves said that Christians worldwide were prisoners of hope, and prayed that 
"people ultimately will be led forward by their hopes and not held back by 
their fears". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.07 
Fenn of United Board dies 


NEW YORK (EPS) --William P. Fenn, former general secretary of the United Board 
for Christian Higher Education in Asia, died 21 April, the agency reported. 


Born in New Rochelle, New York, in 1902, to Presbyterian missionaries, Fenn 
spent his early years in China, and returned later there as a missionary 
himself. 


In 1942, he became an executive of the United Board, which originally combined 
the efforts of several agencies working in China. He and the United Board 
were forced to discontinue work there after the communist victory of 1949. 
But he moved to the United Board headquarters in New York and served as chief 
executive from 1951 until his retirement in 1970. 


Resources were then redirected to other countries. Ina letter reporting his 
death, United Board President David W. Vikner said Fenn’s leadership enabled 
the agency to "provide critically needed support to dozens of Christian 
colleges and universities across Asia". 


In his later years, which lasted long enough for him to see the United Board 
undertake a new programme of work in China, he lived in a retirement community 
in Doylestown, Pennsylvania. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.08 
Delegation reports on Equatorial Guinea 


GENEVA (EPS)--An ecumenical delegation that visited Equatorial Guinea has 
called for the churches to "play a crucial role in the process towards a more 
democratic and at the same time more responsible society". 


In a report mailed 29 July to church and government officials there and 
interested people elsewhere, the delegation said the Reformed Church of 
Equatorial Guinea "should be encouraged to make use of the opportunities 
offered in the present situation". 


It also called on the World Council of Churches (WCC), All African Conference 
of Churches (AACC) and World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) to "offer 
their good services for stengthening the witness of the church". 


The delegation, which visited Equatorial Guinea 29 May-5 June, was sent by the 
wcc at the invitation of the Reformed Church of Equatorial Guinea and with the 
collaboration of the AACC, WARC and Commission for the Voluntary Return of 
Refugees to Equatorial Guinea. 


Refugees living in Western Europe asked the Evangelical Reformed Church of 
Berne in early 1991 to help them assess the possibilities for return to their 
country. After a July meeting in Geneva, where a statement on necessary 
conditions for return was formulated, the Commission for Voluntary Return was 
established with representatives from the refugee community, WCC and other 
international organizations. Catholic membership came in October 1991. 


Msgr Pierre Duprey, secretary of the Vatican Council for Christian Unity, 
welcomed the decision to send the recent delegation, and sent it a letter 
emphasizing the need for ecumenical collaboration in Equatorial Guinea’s 
transition to democracy. 


Catholicism is the majority faith in Equatorial Guinea, a Spanish colony until 
1968 and the only Spanish-speaking country in Africa. 


The delegation consisted of: 

*WCC: Alfonso Insunza Bascuflan, international law professor and legal 
adviser to the ecumenical service agency FASIC in Santiago, Chile. 

*AACC: Mutombo Mulami, international affairs director for the AACC in 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

*WARC: Rose Zoe-Obianga, a professor in Yaoundé, Cameroon, who is also 
vice president of the AACC. 

*Commission: Reinhold Riedel, consultant on development and biological 
agriculture, Esslingen bei Stuttgart, Germany. 

Lukas Vischer, professor emeritus of ecumenical theology 

at the University of Berne. 


Equatorial Guinea, which is just above the equator in West Africa, includes 
the island Bioko (formerly Fernando Po), with the capital Malabo (formerly 
Santa Isabel) and a larger area on the continent, Rio Muni. Population is 
about 250 000, according to government reports. 


Francisco Macias Nguema, a leader of the independence movement, won the first 
elections and became "one of the bloodiest dictators Africa has ever 
produced", said the delegation report. He was executed after his nephew and 
chief of secret police, Teodoro Obiang Nguema seized power in 1979 - on 3 
August, now the national holiday. »*Conditions improved, but dictatorship 
continued and later the refugee flow increased again. 


A new constitution, which took steps toward democracy but provided that the 
president could never be subjected to trial, was adopted by popular vote in 
November 1991. 


Brutal suppression of a teachers’ strike at a school in Malabo 17 December 
1992 aroused international concern, and the president then entered into 
negotiations with the political opposition. They signed a "Pacto Nacional" 
1 March. 


The delegation report called the agreement "a considerable step forward", and 
said "the overriding issue at this moment is the application of the Pacto 
Nacional and the organisation of free elections". 


To ensure free elections, the delegation suggested, the WCC "may want to 
express its willingness" to join others as international observers. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.09 
Kenya symposium says the church is Africa’s hope 


NYERI, Kenya (EPS)--Delegates to a five-day symposium in Nyeri, Kenya, 
concluded that the failure of political leaders left the church as the only 
hope for social change in Africa, reports All Africa Press Service (26 July). 


General Secretary José Chipenda of the All Africa Conference of Churches 
(AACC) said the Organizaion of African Unity, established a month after the 
AACC, seemed to have had only the single agenda of agitating for independence 
and against apartheid. 


Why, he asked, has the OAU not said more about such important current matters 
as the killing and suffering in Somalia? 


Another participant called the OAU "toothless", and another said it had become 
a social club for political leaders who gather to consider how they will 
stifle the rights of their people. 


Director Hizkias Assefa of Nairobi Peace Initiative, a church-related agency, 
noted that most African countries had been under military or single party 
dictatorships since independence, though some of those governments had now 
been replaced by multiparty systems in "Africa’s second liberation". 


But he warned, "A careful review of multi-party experiments in African and 
many other countries raises questions which merit careful consideration before 
the continent wholeheartedly plunges into that system". : 


Laurenti Magesa, a Tanzanian Catholic priest and scholar, also urged the 
church to examine itself critically regarding its own record of respecting the 
rights of people. "Before we point a finger at political leaders, we must see 
to it that our houses are in order", he said. 


More than 60 delegates, drawn mainly from the church and academic communities 
of Eastern and Southern Africa, addressed the theme, "The Role of Religious 
Leaders in Peace Making and Social Change in Africa" at the symposium 18-23 
July. 


It was sponsored by the Nairobi Peace Initiative, AACC and (Catholic) 
Association of Member Episcopal Conferences of Eastern Africa (AMECEA) . 


Chipenda said in a welcoming address that many Africans were suffering because 
"we failed to fulfil the expectations built up in the first three decades of 
independence". 


The most important task for the African church today, he said, is "to further 
the cause of peace in our continent". Peace and reconciliation are needed to 
stop the flood of refugees and provide young people with opportunities for 
building a future together, he said. 


AMECEA General Secretary Peter Lwaminda expressed hope that the waves of 
political change in Africa would bring "a new moral culture of responsibility 
and a new political and economic culture of accountability and transparency". 


Symposium participants warned that it was unrealistic for churches to 
collaborate with governments and other political leadership groups engaged in 
corruption, mismanagement and violation of human rights. 


Although some African churches find it easy to align themselves with existing 
political systems, they said, such churches "are derailing Africa’s train of 
social change". 


From Geneva, General Secretary Konrad Raiser of the World Council of Churches 
sent a message (30 June) assuring symposium participants that the Council 
would cooperate "in your attempt to turn your noble vision into reality". He 
said that after almost three years of discussion the WCC Executive Committee 
"decided last March to honour earlier resolutions passed by the Central 
Committee" and "locate in the Programme Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation 
the task of coordinating, energising and monitoring of WCC programmes on 
Africa". 


"This new initiative is intended to focus on the root causes of the current 
African situation and coordinate the mobilisation of intellectual and material 
resources to support the agents of peace, human rights and sustainable 
development", Raiser said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.10 
New film on WCC produced 


NEW YORK (EPS) --"Acting in Faith", a new film introducing the World Council 
of Churches (WCC), will be given its initial screening at the Interchurch 
Center in New York 9 September. 


The WCC’s New York office, which is located in the Center, has invited staff 
from other agencies there, members of the press and other interested people 
in the area to attend. 


WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser, who will participate in the annual 
convention of the National Baptist Convention Inc. in New York and the World 
Convention of Christian Lay Centers and Movements at the Montreat (North 
Carolina) Conference Center, will also be present at the screening. 


"Acting in Faith: The World Council of Churches" is a 29-minute, English- 
language video in colour that introduces both the work of the Council and 
Raiser as the new general secretary. 


Raiser, who took office 1 January, appears several times, with segments of an 
interview filmed at WCC headquarters in Geneva woven in at intervals to 
explain the purposes of the WCC and his own vision for the ecumenical 
movement. 


In Geneva, WCC Communications Director Jan Kok said the film was produced at 
the suggestion of the New York office following the February Reader’s Digest 
article attacking the WCC. 


"Acting in Faith" is not intended to answer the charges directly, he said, but 
the interest aroused by the article is used as an occasion for presenting the 
WCC’s own conception of its goals and programme. 


"The article highlighted the need for up-to-date information", Kok said. "We 
need material to help congregations of our member churches understand what the 
World Council of Churches is. This film will serve as a first introduction 
to the work of the Council". 


"Acting in Faith" was produced by Bill Turpie, an American with extensive 
experience in both production and on camera reporting for church and secular 
television. 


He works regularly for VISN, an interfaith cable network based in New York, 
and has covered events such as the fall of the Berlin Wall and renewal of 
religious life in Eastern Europe. 


Kok said the film was intended primarily for the United States, but could well 
be used by churches in other English-speaking areas. 


It was produced, he said, on a budget of US$ 55 000, modest for a production 
of this type. But funds were sufficient for Turpie to travel and get new 
footage showing current WCC efforts to serve churches in diverse parts of the 
world. 


He visited Russia to get up-to-date accounts of WCC efforts to assist member 
churches with their new challenges since the collapse of communism, Mozambique 
to show the WCC cooperating with the Mozambique Council of Churches in relief 
efforts and the Netherlands to cover an aspect of the WCC Programme to Combat 
Racism that is less widely known than its support of black self-determination 
movements in southern Africa. 


Viewers are also taken systematically through the four major units of the 
Council, and given brief explanations of the way each fits into the total 
ecumenical picture. 


Copies of "Acting in Faith" will cost USS 29.95, but the WCC’s New York office 
is offering the member church constituency and ecumenical agencies an 
introductory price of US$ 10.00, plus US$ 2.90 for shipping and handling. 


Copies can be ordered from: World Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive-- 
Room 915, New York, N.Y. 10115. 


For European use, copies in VHS/PAL can be ordered from: Office of 


Communication, World Council of Churches, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, 
Switzerland. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.11 
US church official resigns after sex charges 


CHICAGO (EPS)--Thomas Blevins, head of the Synodical Relations Department of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), resigned from his post and 
from the denomination’s clergy roster following accusations of sex abuse. He 
denied the allegations, but said he and his wife agreed resignation was 
necessary for the sake of their health and well-being. Blevins was on the 
roster of the Northwest Washington Synod, and the synod’s bishop, Lowell 
Knutson, filed charges after a woman brought the accusations. "It was with 
a heavy heart that I brought forward this charge of sexual abuse", Knutson 
said. "However, I felt compelled to do so because of the evidence and the 
depth of our church’s commitment to deal directly and justly when allegations 
of sexual misconduct are brought forward". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.12 
US churches give flood aid 


NEW YORK (EPS) --Church agencies have undertaken efforts to assist victims of 
the widespread flooding that covered much of the Midwestern region of the 
United States in July. 


Church World Service (CWS), relief agency of the US National Council of 
Churches (NCC), appealed 15 July for funds and supplies to assist flood 
victims. 


"Congregations and other groups are encouraged to begin assembling bedding, 
health, food, kitchen and clean-up kits as part of CWS’s ‘Gifts of the Heart’ 
program", a news release issued from CWS headquarters in New York said. 


Such kits, designed to serve immediate needs of individual families, were 
assembled following the 1992 Hurricane Andrew that devastated much of South 
Florida and parts of Louisiana. 


CWS also announced it was dispatching consultants to assist local church 
agencies in responding to the need in the states of Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Missouri and Illinois. 


The Mississippi River and the Missouri, which flows into it just above St 
Louis, Missouri, were heavily flooded over a period of several days. Some 
lives were lost and thousands of people saw their homes destroyed. Farms 
suffered heavy damage also. 


Along with CWS, relief agencies of the denominations moved quickly to get aid 
to the stricken regions. They made emergency grants out of funds on hand and 
issued appeals for special gifts. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.13 
British cardinal sends greetings to homosexual group 


LONDON (EPS) --Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, sent a message 
of greeting and good wishes to Quest, the organization for Catholic 
homosexuals, on its 20th anniversary, which was marked over the weekend by a 
conference in London. Ten days earlier the cardinal published observations 
on the question of homosexuality which, while reaffirming the traditional 
condemnation of homosexual acts, stressed that homosexual persons were 
"precious in the eyes of God". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.14 
Zimbabwe apostolic groups form union 


HARARE, Zimbabwe (EPS) --Followers of the Apostolic Church in Zimbabwe have 
formed a representative body to seek recognition by the government and the 
Zimbabwe Christian Council, Africa Press Service reported (19 July). Bishop 
Caleb Ngorima was named chairman of the new body, the United Apostolic 
Churches of Zimbabwe. 


Among numerous Zimbabwe groups related to the Apostolic Church are Johane 
Masowe weChishanu, Johane Masowe Gospel of God, Zviratidzo Zvava- Positori, 
Holy Apostolic Church, African Apostolic Faith, Zion Apostolic Church, 
Pentecostal United Christian Church and Hope for Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.15 
Australian religious leaders support aboriginal rights 


CARNEGIE, Victoria (EPS)--Leaders of the Christian, Jewish and Muslim 
communities of Australia have joined in a statement supporting aboriginal 
rights, the Anglican weekly, Church Scene, reports (16 July). 


Their statement came following a High Court finding - in what was known as the 
Mabo decision - that aboriginal people have the same right as other 
Australians to inherit and hold land. 


The religious leaders were joined in their statement by five Royal 
Commissioners into Aborignal Deaths in Custody. 


"We are concerned, as non-aboriginal Australians, that in the confusion caused 
by lack of information, extravagant claims and counterclaims, and financial 
preoccupation, the message of the Mabo case may be obscured and the 
opportunity to advance reconciliation in Australia be lost", their statement 
said. 


The Australian continent, which formerly belonged to the aboriginal peoples, 
has mostly been taken from them without compensation over the past two 
centuries, the signers declared. Although the past cannot be undone, they 
said, justice requires respect for the land rights of those who retain some 
holdings. 


"Indeed, because land often has sacred significance to aboriginal people, we 
should avoid their displacement wherever possible, even for money 
compensation", the statement said. "If we wish to use their land, we should 
seek to negotiate terms acceptable to them as has often been successfully done 
in the past". 


Religious leaders signing the statement were President Ian Allsop of the 
Australian Council of Churches, Archbishop Mar T. Aphrem Aboodi of the Syrian 
Orthodox Church, Archbishop Aghan Baliozian of the Armenian Apostolic Church, 
Cardinal Edward Clancy of Sydney, President Isi J. Leibler of the Executive 
Council of Australian Jewry, President Omar Lum of the Australian Federation 
of Islamic Councils, Presiding Clerk David Purnell of the Religious Society 
of Friends (Quakers), Archbishop Keith Rayner of the Anglican Church, 
President Lance Steike of the Lutheran Church, Archbishop Stylianos of the 
Greek Orthodox Church, President Clive Ward of the Churches of Christ and 
President H. D’Arcy of the Uniting Church. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.16 
US Disciples choose Hamm as president 


ST LOUIS, Missouri (EPS) --The US Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) chose 
Richard L. Hamm, its Tennessee regional executive and a former pastor, to 
serve a six-year term as president and general minister. Voting 17 July at 
the General Assembly meeting in St Louis, Missouri, delegates overrode 
opposition by those who objected to Hamm’s support for ordination of 
homosexuals. In 1991, the same objection brought defeat by a narrow margin 
to Michael Kinnamon, nominated that year for the presidency. C. William 
Nichols then became president for the interim. Hamm, approved by 91.7 per 
cent of the 4058 delegates voting, called on his fellow Disciples to give the 
church a "model of truly creative diversity in which difference is not merely 
tolerated but appreciated". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.17 
Ecutext: The tasks of the Fifth World Conference on Faith and 
Order in the perspective of the future 


These are excerpts from the opening address of Faith and Order Moderator Mary 
Tanner to the opening session (4 August) of the Fifth World Conference on 
Faith and Order in Santiago de Compostela, Spain [see EPS 93.08.01]. 


As we greet one another on this first day of the Fifth World Conference on 
Faith and Order, exchanging stories of the places and churches from which we 
come, we are aware that we gather together in the context of a dramatically 
changing world scene. This is not simply the backcloth against which this 
World Conference takes place. It is woven into the daily lives of each of us. 
We are all caught up in the growing economic and social divide between North 
and South, the transfer of wealth from poor to rich countries, the turmoil 
caused by the breakdown of socialist systems in Eastern Europe. We are all 
affected, some more tragically than others, by bitter nationalistic and ethnic 
conflicts, terrorist violence, exploitation of the created order and the 
hardening of attitudes of those of one faith community to another. Of course, 
there are individual acts of generosity and self-sacrifice, community acts of 
kindness and aid, as well as the near miraculous inventions of science and 
technology which help to alleviate suffering. Nevertheless, in these 
struggles do not the forces of selfishness and destruction appear to have the 
upper hand in the world - and often within ourselves? It is of paramount 
importance that consideration of ecumenical advance and of ecumenical strategy 
should never lose sight of the fact that this is the context in which, as 
Christians, we are absolutely required to show forth the possibility God has 
for all humanity and for all creation. Only in obedience to the requirements 
of this context can we hope to discover appropriate forms and images of the 
unity God gives. 


The World Conference takes place in the context of a restless ecumenical 
scene. Progress has been made in the thirty years since Montreal and we must 
celebrate that. The Roman Catholic Church’s full participation for the first 
time in a World Conference on Faith and Order gives a greater wholeness to our 
gathering lacking in some other ecumenical meetings. The embracing of Black- 
led churches and those of Pentecostal and Evangelical traditions also enriches 
the ecumenical community. Representation from Latin America, Africa, Asia and 
the Pacific as well as women, present in more just proportions, have helped 
Faith and Order since Montreal to integrate the contextual and liberation 
elements with the historical and systematic approaches to our work. Everyone 
has been talking to everyone else since Montreal in a complex network of 
bilateral conversations; agreements have been reached in areas where 
differences once were thought intractable. Every regional consultation in the 
remarkable series of eight consultations leading to this conference had good 
stories to tell of co-operation between Christians in the region. But, these 
regional consultations also spoke of growing disillusionment, not least of all 
with official ecumenism in the ecumenical movement. Every region spoke of 
competitive evangelism and proselytism of one Christian group by another. 
Some spoke of their anguish at the decision of Anglicans to ordain women to 
the priesthood and the episcopate - an action so full of promise for some, for 
others appears to deny the achievements of the past. Experienced ecumenical 
theologians questioned the method of our work of seeking convergence in faith 
through dialogue; we seem to be arguing from different premises, asking 
different questions of the same texts or looking for more agreement than ever 
will be possible. Most un-nerving of all are those who said that the search 
for visible unity itself is misplaced and unattainable. We should settle for 
good relations across denominational divides, co-operation in service and 
intercommunion. 


It is within the context of a world in turmoil and a fragile ecumenical 
movement, lacking direction, that we must consider the tasks of this 
Conference. Whatever we say must speak to the realities of our world and the 
realities of this ecumenical scene. This is surely expected of us, for the 
aim of Faith and Order, set out in our constitution, links the visible unity 
of the church with the destiny of the world. The aim is: 


to proclaim the oneness of the Church of Jesus Christ and to call the 
churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith, and one eucharistic 
fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ in order 
that the world may believe. 


[over] 


faith and order/2 


Now is the time (as in Lausanne in 1927, Edinburgh in 1937, Lund in 1952 and 
Montreal in 1963) for Faith and Order to lay before this body of official 
delegates of the churches the work accomplished in the thirty years since 
Montreal. One task must be to review and harvest the work, summed up in the 
three studies: Confessing the One Faith; Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry and 
Church and World. These are not three unrelated studies: faith is expressed 
in liturgy, as well as in creed; in life, as well as in word, and we are sent 
out from the liturgy to witness in faithful discipleship in the common round 
Of, COatly..« Life . The agenda of these three studies is inextricably bound 
together: each relates to one of the "characteristics" or "requirements" of 
visible unity. 


Here in Santiago, we must ask: is the ambitious task of explicating the 
biblical faith through the "prism" of the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed in 
fact helping our churches to recognise the apostolic faith in their own lives? 
Is it helping our churches to recognise that same faith in the lives of others 
- whether they formally recite the Creed or not? Is the text of explication, 
Confessing the One Faith, proving to be an instrument capable of provoking 
recognition of the faith? Is it an instrument of passage which will lead us 
beyond recognition of the faith in our own lives and in each other to common 
confession? 


Here we must review and harvest the work done to draw us into a communion in 
life, focused in sacramental life - a sacramental life inseparable from the 
total life of discipleship in the ordinary stuff of everyday living. Central 
to this task is assessing Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry. Since Lima 
churches have identified issues that need further work (underlying issues of 
Scripture and Tradition, sacrament and sacramentality, ecclesiology as well 
as issues in each of the three areas that need revisiting: the relation of 
faith to baptism, the ordination of women to the priesthood, apostolicity and 
succession etc.). Again, we need to take care that we seek only that 
agreement which is "sufficient and required". A Roman Catholic participant 
in one of the regional consultations gave a timely warning: "this is my dream 
of Santiago de Compostela - that churches should withdraw from any 
maximalistic demand to provide a full theological and canonical agreement on 
all the points where they have inherited different positions and views from 
the past and move to closer living." 


This World Conference must consider the challenge given by my _ two 
predecessors, Nikos Nissiotis and John Deschner. How are we to get beyond 
speculation, beyond theorising about BEM and find direct and tangible effects 
on the life of the churches? The churches gave so little consideration to the 
second or third questions, asking for reform in their own lives and changes 
in relations with others and are they afraid of change and only interested in 
doctrinal work as an academic exercise? We must reconsider BEM’s potential 
as "an instrument of convergence" in life, finding time to encourage one 
another with stories of where that text has already been used to supply 
building blocks in forming closer relationships: used in the bilateral 
dialogues to note agreements in faith; used as a basis for shared living in 
Co-operating Parishes and Local Ecumenical Projects; used in the various 
regions of the world in new bilateral agreements such as the Meissen Agreement 
in Europe and the agreement in the USA between Anglicans and Lutherans; used 
in the formation of more inclusive councils of churches. 


We must review and harvest the work focused in Church and World. This is the 
study which most helps us to understand the essential link between the 
vocation of the church and the destiny of the world in the perspective of the 
Kingdom. Without this work we should be in danger of spending too much energy 
on what it means to become churches together, apart from the world, rather 
than churches together in and for the world. Without this work, we should be 
in danger of concentrating only on becoming Christians together and losing 
Sight of being Christians together among and with those of other faiths. 


Perhaps the most important challenge of all will be to look for recommitment 
to the goal of visible unity - re-interpreted, re-visioned by an understanding 
of koinonia. Do our churches really want unity and if so are they prepared 
to take costly steps towards koinonia in faith, life and witness? If we as 
individuals and if our churches are serious about visible unity then we must 
accept that this requires metanoia, a deep and constant conversion of heart 
and mind on the part of ourselves and the Christian communities from which we 
come. [EPS] 
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EPS 93.08.18 
Faith and Order conference calls for "fuller koinonia" 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS)--The Fifth World Conference on Faith and 
Order, held by the World Council of Churches (WCC) 4-13 August in the 
pilgrimage city of Santiago de Compostela, Spain, concluded its work by 
issuing a message that gave thanks for ecumenical advances of the past, but 
called Christians to seek "fuller koinonia". 


A New Testament Greek term commonly translated as "communion" or "fellowship", 
koinonia served as a central concept and orientation point for the delegates 
as they discussed the theme, "Towards Koinonia in Faith, Life and Witness". 


They titled their final message, "On the Way to Fuller Koinonia", and in it 
spoke also of "deeper", "broader" and "greater" koinonia and "the conversion 
to Christ that true koinonia in our time demands". 


Koinonia in faith, the message said, challenged the churches to "explore how 
to confess our common faith in the context of the many cultures and religions, 
the many social and national conflicts in which we live". The challenge of 
koinonia.in life, it continued, should lead the churches to do "all that is 
possible to achieve a common recognition of baptism, agreement on a common 
participation in the eucharist and a mutually recognized ministry". 
Expressing koinonia in witness, the churches must show concern "for a 
responsible care for creation, for a just sharing of the world’s resources, 
for a special concern for the poor and outcast and for a common and mutually 
respectful evangelism that invites everyone into communion with God in 
Christ", delegates said in a uniting of preaching with social ethics. 


The message reaffirmed "visible unity", emphasized by Faith and Order 
Moderator Mary Tanner of England as the goal of ecumenism. But some speakers 
had challenged the phrase as commonly understood. Samuel B. Joshua, Bishop 
of Bombay in the Church of North India, said visible unity of the churches was 
a "utopian concept" that misstated the goal in terms of doctrine and church 
order, and could not be achieved. 


Surveying the difficulties involved in formation of his own church by a merger 
of six denominations, he concluded that "the gains have been superficial, 
while the new burdens of litigations, dissensions and lack of accountability 
have become unbearable". Christian unity, he said, must be sought "in terms 
of persons and not in terms of doctrines and church order". 


Rena Weller Karefa-Smart, a parish priest and ecumenical officer for the 
Episcopal (Anglican) Diocese of Washington, D.C., also confronted delegates 
with a strong critique of prolonged merger negotiations and demanded "koinonia 
now". A former WCC staff member involved with the establishment of the 
Programme to Combat Racism, she added to her prepared text paragraphs 
defending the program and women’s ordination, actions implicitly criticised 
in a message read earlier from Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Archdiocese of 
North and South America. 


Iakovos, who represented the Ecumenical Patriarchate at WCC headquarters in 
Geneva in the 1950s and later served as a WCC president, said the Council had 
engaged in "unprecedented activism" in areas such as politics and human rights 
in recent decades, but had neglected the "quest to recover the oneness of 
Christendom". Following the reading of his message, retired United Methodist 
Bishop James K. Mathews asked for support of a committee he is chairing to 
raise a US$ 10 million Archbishop Iakovos Endowment Fund for Faith and Order. 


Ginther Gassman, Faith and Order director at WCC headquarters in Geneva, said 
the interval since the Fourth World Conference was longer than between 
previous Faith and Order conferences for a variety of reasons, including 
shortage of financial and staff resources, concern with a series of special 
studies undertaken by Faith and Order and the focusing of WCC attention on 
other major events in recent years. Making the decision then to proceed with 
the Fifth Conference, Faith and Order leaders wanted to recognize the gains 
of ecumenical work as a way of countering some discouragement about the rate 
of progress, and to get a sense of direction for the future of the ecumenical 
movement and the place of Faith and Order, he said. [over] 


fuller koinonia/2 


WCC President Anna Marie Aagaard, theologian Wolfhart Pannenberg, Bible study 
leader Frances Young and others addressed the delegates. But for much of the 
time, they divided into four sections, with one focusing discussion on the 
general theme of koinonia, and the other three each taking one area of 
koinonia expression--faith, life and witness. Section sub-groups wrote 
statements that were then developed into section reports. 


A question underlying all discussion was what distinctive role Faith and Order 
had in the ecumenical movement, and how it should be related to other 
programmes. A principal result of the Fifth Conference was establishment of 
a consensus that Faith and Order must be closely linked to the "Life and Work" 
stream of ecumenical life, and now particularly to the WCC programme on 
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC). "There is no turning 
back . . . from the single ecumenical movement that unites concern for the 
unity of the church and concern for engagement in the struggles of the world", 
said the Conference message. 


In addresses to a session on "The Future of the WCC and the Role of Faith and 
Order in the Context of the Ecumenical Movement", WCC General Secretary Konrad 
Raiser and Central Committee Moderator Aram Keshishian gave support both to 
the belief of Faith and Order advocates that it has an important and 
distinctive role and to the contention of many people inside and outside the 
movement that it must relate its doctrinal work more closely to social ethics. 


Raiser called Faith and Order to recognize "a new ecumenical reality" and 
undergo a "fundamental change of orientation". Instead of analyzing what 
divides, he said, Christians should look at "the already existing communion 
and try to deepen and expand it and make it manifest" by acting togther. 
Raiser also said Faith and Order could not be detached from the WCC, but the 
Faith and Order cause of unity belonged "inseparably together" with mission, 
witness, service and renewal. 


Keshishian explicitly rejected the view that Faith and Order should "go beyond 
its traditional agenda" and grapple with the totality of ecumenical issues. 
But he equally emphasized that Faith and Order "cannot ignore the socio- 
political and economic dimension" of its quest for church unity. He also said 
Faith and Order needed new approaches to replace its "stereotyped patterns of 
thinking, modes of expression and traditional methodologies". 


Endorsing the perspective of Raiser and Keshishian, the message of the 
Conference said, "The significance for koinonia of common ethical commitment 
and action has been firmly placed on the Faith and Order agenda". 


Connection had been placed directly before the delegates in many of the 
addresses, including that of Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa. 
And the Conference message noted the world context of "breakthroughs to 
freedom" in Eastern Europe and South Africa, along with "injustice and strife" 
in places such as the former Yugoslavia and Somalia. Many individual 
delegates also called attention to urgent needs of their areas. 


The message began by noting that participants in the Fifth Conference were 
more diverse than their predecessors, and included more representatives of the 
Third World and more women, as well as representation from more communions. 
Roman Catholics were official participants for the first time, with a 26- 
member delegation led by Bishop Paul-Werner Scheele of Germany and including 
bishops from Poland, Nigeria and Spain. Speakers included Cardinal Edward I. 
Cassidy of the Vatican Council for Promoting Christian Unity, who reaffirmed 
the "irrevocable commitment" of the Catholic Church to ecumenism and read a 
message of support from Pope John Paul II. 


Participants included not only some 200 official delegates, but also 
consultants, representatives of world communions, special guests, a group of 
"younger theologians" invited in an effort to help develop a new generation 
of ecumenists, young people serving as stewards and staff. [over] 


fuller koinonia/3 


The Conference, while international in perspective, also sought connections 
with the local situation. At one session, a series of addresses by five 
Spanish Catholics and Protestants gave participants an introduction to the 
history and current life of Spanish Christianity. 


An opening worship service was held in the local Catholic Cathedral of St. 
James, where a dramatic visual feature was the swinging of the botafumeiro, 
an exceptionally large censer suspended by ropes from the ceiling. However, 
Rogelio Prieto Duran, a delegate from the Spanish Episcopal Reformed Church, 
later protested inclusion in the service of the traditional singing of a hymn 
to St. James as the botafumeiro swung. He noted that St. James was honored 
locally as the Moor slayer, and said the hymn represented the national 
Catholicism which supported expulsion of Jews and Muslims, persecution of 
Protestants and social repression as recently as the Franco years. 


Numerous other worship services were held throughout the Conference, including 
a eucharist sponsored by the Spanish Reformed Church and Spanish Episcopal 
Reformed Church and a final service in a local Franciscan church. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.19 
Worship and procession end historic Faith and Order conference 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS) - In a final expression of the imagery of 
being together on the way towards church unity, some 400 participants in the 
WCC’s Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order followed the meeting’s closing 
worship (13 August) with an exuberant procession through the narrow streets 
of this northwestern Spanish city named for St James - a pilgrimage 
destination for nearly a thousand years. 


Preaching at the service in Santiago’s Franciscan Church, Argentine Methodist 
pastor Nélida Ritchie, vice-moderator of the WCC Central Committee, spoke of 
the "diverse situations, diverse experiences, contexts and realities" from 
which participants had come to this first world conference on Faith and Order 
in thirty years. "There are those who have come along ways that are difficult, 
arduous, perilous and dangerous. Others have come along ways that are wider 
and more comfortable. 


"Some of us come from contexts of inequality, injustice and lack of 
opportunity, from realities of poverty, hunger, uncaring and the crushing of 
human dignity. Others come from situations of the absence of liberty, 
violence, exclusion, racism and death. Others come from more dangerous paths, 
contexts where individualism, consumerism, success presented as the supreme 
value, or prestige at whatever cost impregnate daily life and confound minds, 
hearts and actions. 


"It is on the way that we recognize our needs and the need of others, perhaps 
like past pilgrims moved by the desire to give mutual aid. It is on the way 
that we discover our difficulties in matching our step to the pace of our 
brother and sister. It is on the way that communion is created, that faith is 
celebrated and that life is shared." 


While the pilgrimage towards unity did not begin nor end in Santiago, Ritchie 
said the just-concluded conference there could be "an important point in the 
new directions that we take, if this journey together has been a true space 
in which to discover each other". 


Alluding to the theme, "Towards Koinonia in Faith, Life and Witness", she said 
the "way of Santiago" could be "a starting point for new pilgrimages in the 
continual search for this desired communion which is proposed by God himself, 
so that faith can be celebrated, life can be abundantly lived and witness 
given in the unity of words and actions." After an act of commitment based 
on the conference’s message to the churches, participants shared words and 
gestures of peace, during which many people exchanged the souvenir scallop 
shells which are a traditional symbol of Santiago. [over] 


worship/2 


They then prayed together the conference prayer: "O God, holy and eternal 
Trinity, we pray for your church in all the world. Sanctify its life; renew 
its worship; empower its witness; heal its divisions; make visible its unity. 
Lead us, with all our brothers and sisters, towards communion in faith, life 
and witness, so that, united in one body by the one Spirit, we may together 
witness to the perfect unity of your love." 


All three major evening worship services during the conference were held in 
Roman Catholic churches. Besides the closing service, the 10 August service 
of the word and sacrament, to which participants were invited by the WCC’s two 
Protestant member churches in Spain - neither of which has a congregation in 
Santiago - took place in the Franciscan church. Participants went to the 
Cathedral of St James for their opening worship on 4 August. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.20 
Raiser calls for change in ecumenical orientation 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS)--General Secretary Konrad Raiser of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) told delegates to the Fifth World Conference 
on Faith and Order that the current ecumenical situation demanded a 
"fundamental change of orientation". 


Speaking 13 August, as the conference in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, was 
drawing to a close, he said a "new ecumenical reality" had emerged in recent 
decades, and created a need for a new way of moving toward Christian unity. 


"Rather than analysing what still divides us we should look instead at the 
already existing communion and try to deepen and expand it and make it 
manifest", he said. 


In the new situation, Raiser said, the WCC’s Commission on Faith and Order 
"has a specific task" and "its own special role". But he emphasized that the 
Commission’s work should be done in the context of the total ecumenical 
movement and "inseparably" related to WCC work for mission and witness and for 
service and renewal. 


The new WCC general secretary was speaking in a forum where some people had 
questions about the strength of his support for the kind of Faith and Order 
work to which they were devoted, and questions about how he would seek to 
relate the Faith and Order program at WCC headquarters in Geneva to other 
program units. Some people had also suggested that traditional Faith and 
Order work might be continued in other channels if it became impossible in the 
WCC. 


On the other side, some people were arguing that the traditional Faith and 
Order concentration on theological differences and issues of church structure 
had become too narrowly academic, a specialized interest of a few like-minded 
individuals and a program of little importance for the actual life of the 
churches. 


In his address, Raiser, who began by recalling his own earlier work on the 
WCC’s Faith and Order staff, noted that the Faith and Order Commission had a 
membership, including Roman Catholics, wider than the WCC, and that this gave 
it a "special position". 


But he said this should not be interpreted to mean that the Commission could 


be "detached and differentiated" from the WCC. "It is and remains a 
Commission of the WCC which grew out of the merger of the Faith and Order 
movement and the Life and Work movement . . . subsequently joined by the 


International Missionary Council and the World Council of Christian 
Education", he said. 


The general secretary said the WCC should always be open to possible changes 
in structure, but "it does little service to this task to call in question the 
convictions that underlay the founding" of the Council. [over] 


raiser/2 


In the founding of the WCC in 1948, he reminded his hearers, the churches 
brought the Faith and Order movement into union with the Life and Work 
movement, and committed themselves in a statement of the founding Assembly to 
"speak boldly in Christ’s name both to those in power and to the people". 


Raiser said the intervening years had brought a new situation in which "the 
centre of gravity of the Christian world" had shifted away from Europe and 
North America. Meanwhile, he said, the churches that founded the WCC "have 
been gripped by deep uncertainty and spiritual paralysis". 


"They lack the spiritual strength to shake off the confessional identities 
that have been shaped by mutual differentiation and exclusion", he said. 


Raiser said new forms of Christian community were arising through such 
activities a "common translations of the Bible and theological collaboration, 
the experiences shared under persecution and in the common struggle for 
justice and respect for human rights as well as in the movements for peace and 
for the healing of God’s creation". 


The kind of dialogue that has been carried on officially by the churches 
"belongs to a former situation" and is difficult to relate to "this new 
ecumenical reality", he said. 


"If the stalemate of the ecumencial process in the quest for visible unity is 
to be overcome, a new approach will have to be found", Raiser said. 


To meet the need of the new situation, he called for "an ecumenical inter- 
cultural hermeneutic" that would view unity as a fellowship among Christians 
who continue to be different. 


Raiser said that in the 1975 revised constitution the WCC adopted the Faith 
and Order task of calling the churches to visible unity as its own. "This 
shows beyond all doubt that the work of Faith and Order is central among the 
tasks of the World Council of Churches", he said. But he said an "inclusive 
understanding of ecumenical commitment" found in the by-laws of the Faith and 
Order Commission itself allows for no priority or "hierarchy" of tasks. 


Looking toward the 50th anniversary of the WCC in 1998 and plans for a WCC 
General Assembly that year, Raiser noted that the 50th year was a jubilee year 
in biblical terms, and suggested that an appropriate action for the churches 
to take that year would be lifting "the doctrinal anathemas of the past". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.08.21 
Keshishian outlines future role for Faith & Order 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS)--Armenian Archbishop Aram Keshishian of 
Lebanon told participants in the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order 
that the movement should continue to focus on its specific goal of seeking 
Christian unity, but view unity "in a holistic way as an integral part of 
other concerns". 


"Christian faith and life form an indivisible whole", he said. "Therefore, 
any dichotomy between Christian faith and political involvement, between unity 
of the church and struggle for justice, is an ecumenical heresy". 


Speaking 13 August as the conference was concluding its work in the pilgrimage 
city of Santiago de Compostela, Spain, Keshishian, who is moderator of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (WCC), said he was not 
speaking as archbishop or moderator, but as "one of the pilgrims of Faith and 
Order". 


A central question in the minds of many conference participants was how the 
future role of Faith and Order would be defined and how its work would be 
related to other aspects of the WCC programme, particularly that of Justice, 
Peace and the Integrity of Creation. [over] 


keshishian/2 


In a carefully balanced presentation, Keshishian gave strong support both to 
the view of those supporting the traditional program of Faith and Order that 
it continued to have a distinctive role, and to the contention of others that 
it must relate its work more directly to the activity of the churches in 
witness and service. 


"Some people think that in an ecumenical movement which has considerably 
enlarged its agenda, Faith and Order, too, ought to go beyond its traditional 
agenda and grapple with those issues emerging from the present ecumenical 
realities", Keshishian said. "I do not share such a view". "Faith and Order 
cannot make the entire agenda of the ecumenical movement its own", he said. 
"The mandate of Faith and Order is determined by its specific goal". 


However, Keshishian went on to say that past work of Faith and Order "did not 
articulate sharply and efficiently enough the inter-relatedness of its agenda 
with the ecumenical agenda". So Faith and Order should broaden its 
perspective, he said. "The stereotyped patterns of thinking, modes of 
expression and traditional methodologies, still prevailing in Faith and Order, 
are no longer relevant in a rapidly and radically changing world", he said. 
"We need new languages, new approaches, new styles that are flexible, open and 
responsive to new situations". 


Keshishian said that Faith and Order was primarily concerned with the question 
of church unity but "cannot ignore the socio-political and economic dimension" 
of unity. But unity as a goal should have the commitment of the churches in 
face of "the growing horizontalism, secularism, activism and pragmatism in the 
ecumenical movement" that could bring a shift to other objectives, he said. 


Keshishian called on Faith and Order to give continuing attention to its 1982 
document on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry (BEM). Although the document had 
a major impact initially, some "weariness and indifference" regarding it has 
emerged, he said. 


Faith and Order, he said, should help the churches recognize that "the BEM 
process presents a decisive turning-point. Keshishian said the churches 
should not have any difficulty accepting the BEM document’s presentation of 
baptism as the basis of Christian unity. And on ministry, he commented, "I 
do not see much difficulty achieving, in most cases, the mutual recognition 
of ministries, which must follow the affirmation of common baptism". But the 
issue of "eucharistic sharing" would need "deeper reflection and further 
ecumencial growth", he said. 


In part of the critique of Faith and Order, Keshishian said that it had 
remained "highly theological and academic in nature" and sometimes created "a 
gap between reflection and action". 


But in a concluding section he said Faith and Order should not only wrestle 
with the challenges presented to it, but act as a "challenger" of the 
ecumenical movement: 


"Faith and Order has a corrective role to play in an ecumenism that 
tends to relativize the Christocentric Trinitarianism as a way of dialogue 
with other faiths and advocates syncretistic attitudes for the building of 
one human community. 


"Faith and Order is called to stand firm against all sorts of ecumenical 
activism and pragmatism that consider Faith and Order issues and goals as 
being obsolete to modern Christian men and women. 


"Faith and Order should strongly oppose all secular ecumenical trends 
that may overshadow the vertical dimension of the ecumenical movement and 
marginalize the question of unity. 


"Vis-a-vis the growing confessionalism and parochialism, Faith and Order 
must also challenge the churches not to lose the urgency of their common 
struggle for Christian unity". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.22 
Section I report: Koinonia as gift and calling 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS)--"Koinonia", a New Testament concept 
becoming increasingly prominent in discussions of church unity - and the key 
term in the theme of the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order - is a 
"gift of God" anda "calling" to Christian communities everywhere. Both these 
elements were underlined in the report by Section I of the world conference. 
The eight-page document was one of four texts (see accompanying stories) 
commended to the churches for study by delegates meeting here (12 August). 


In sending the report to the churches, the world conference also invited them 
to "share their own stories of koinonia" in ways that "can inform and 
encourage all members to increase their commitment to the search for the 
visible unity of the church". 


Acknowledging that the Greek term "has a plethora of meanings transcending its 
translation into any one vernacular", the report describes koinonia as "above 
all, a gracious fellowship in Christ expressing the richness of the gift 
received by creation and humankind from God". 


This gift, it continues, "is extended to all creation and humankind and to 
those who respond in faith to Jesus Christ... God’s gracious gift of koinonia 
is an orientation to openness to a consciousness of the calling to justice and 
crueh"< 


The report describes this shared life of Christians as rooted in the Triune 
God - "the ultimate reality of relational life". In such koinonia, "unity and 
diversity are inseparable", and both must be safeguarded within the structure 
of the church. The report insists that "difference is not a factor to exclude 
anyone from the koinonia of the church, especially when such differences are 
expressive of weakness or vulnerability." 


The "calling" aspect of koinonia means that Christians and Christian 
communities must "manifest koinonia as a sign and foretaste of God’s 
intentions for humankind". This demands "respect for the other and a 
willingness to listen to the other and to seek to understand them". The report 
recognizes that such openness may lead to painful confrontations, "challenging 
as it does our own lifestyle, convictions, piety and way of thinking. The 
encounter with the other in the search to establish koinonia... calls for a 
kenosis - a self-giving and a self-emptying." 


Linking koinonia with diakonia (Christian service) to the whole world, the 
report says the church as koinonia "is called... to share in the suffering of 
all, by advocacy and care for the poor, needy and marginalized, by joining in 
all efforts for justice and peace in human societies, by exercising and 
promoting responsible stewardship of creation and by keeping alive hope in the 
heart of humanity". 


In a concluding passage entitled "Steps on the Way", the report highlights 
what it sees as necessary emphases in future Faith and Order work if the 
churches are to manifest their calling to be "a sign of God’s intention for 
humankind in the context of a world which knows the pain of the brokenness of 
community". Fundamental among these, it says, is "Spiritual ecumenism"; and 
it calls for "a continuing emphasis in Faith and Order work that prayer and 
theology go hand in hand". 


Linking the ecumenical journey towards unity to the site of the world 


conference - a city known for nearly a thousand years as a centre of 
pilgrimage - the report speaks of "the God of surprises who leads us into 
roads which we have not travelled... We will find in each other true 


companions on the way". 


Since it is necessary "to be able to understand each other’s theological 
language and cultural ethos" along that pilgrimage, the report calls for a 
renewed Faith and Order study of hermeneutics and for "new ways of doing 
theology which provide more adequate tools to express community". [over] 


section I report/2 


It invites churches to lift "mutual anathemas" and "heal the memories of the 
past". At the same time, it urges Faith and Order to continue to explore ways 
of broadening itS own constituency to include more Christians from 
Independent, Pentecostal and evangelical traditions. 


Saying that the work of Faith and Order is "inextricably linked" with that of 
Church and Society, the report urges further study of the connections between 
koinonia and Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation. 


Although "it is not possible yet to manifest table fellowship", the report 
repeats the appeal made by the WCC’s Seventh Assembly (Canberra, 1991) that 
churches, "on the basis of convergence in faith in baptism, eucharist and 
MIRE GE Ys. cory consider, wherever appropriate, forms of eucharistic 
hospitality". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.23 
Section II report: Koinonia in the apostolic faith 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS)--An ecumenical assembly during the 
"jubilee year" of 1998 - fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the World 
Council of Churches - is recommended in a report on "Koinonia in Faith" sent 
to the churches for study and action by the Fifth World Conference on Faith 
and Order. The report, drafted by conference Section II, was one of four 
documents (see accompanying stories) on which delegates acted on the next-to- 
the-last day of their meeting here (12 August). 


Such a jubilee assembly - the document proposes it be convened by the WCC and 
the. Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity - could "express in 
appropriate ways the measure and quality of koinonia which will have been 
reached by that time" and thus mark "a step further on the way towards 
conciliar fellowship of the churches". The report also suggests that churches 
find new forms to express their “accountability to each other", including 
reinstatement of the ancient custom of "exchanging letters". 


Confessing the faith, apostolicity, diverse expressions of the faith and 
structures for church unity are the four topics treated in the Section II 
report. Under each of these headings, section co-moderator Melanie May (US, 
Church of the Brethren) told delegates, the report seeks to harvest the 
results of earlier ecumenical study, discern the signs of the time and 
envision further steps towards unity. 


The report calls the 1991 Faith and Order document Confessing the One Faith - 

which explicates the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed (A.D. 381) - "a solid 
ecumenical instrument of understanding" and urges the Faith and Order 
commission to prepare a study guide to facilitate its use by congregations. 
It calls on churches who do not use the Nicene Creed "to recognize it as a 
central expression of the apostolic faith and to use it on occasion" and 
challenges churches who use it "to recognize the apostolic faith as expressed 
by churches in other than credal forms". 


Apostolicity, the report says, "involves not only ordained ministry but also 
the way in which an entire community - clergy and laity, women and men, etc. - 

is maintained in truth by God’s grace". The term "apostolic", which indicates 
"the authentic, original faith as witnessed normatively in the Holy Scripture, 
as summarized in the confession of the church", also describes the "permanent 
authentic marks" of the church: "witriess to the faith and proclamation of the 
gospel..., the celebration of the liturgy, the transmission of ministerial 
responsibility and also the living community of Christians and service of the 
church in the world". Thus apostolicity also includes "the church's advocacy 
for justice, peace and the integrity of creation in all parts of the world". 


The report identifies a number of thorny ecumenical issues arising from the 
fact that "koinonia in faith does not imply a uniformity which eliminates 
diversity of expression". This multiplicity means that a "complex process of 
discernment" is necessary in order to reconcile "legitimate diversities" and 
reject "illegitimate expressions". [over] 


section II report/2 


While the Nicene Creed has served "as a means for discerning unity of faith 
among a diversity of expressions", the report notes that "all language, even 
that in Scripture and creed, is inculturated" and that "God remains greater 
than our comprehension". Thus, the text says, "common confession of faith 
would involve much more than agreement on creeds and church orders. It would 
involve dealing with divisions arising out of non-theological factors, such 
as cultural and socio-political circumstances. Therefore, it would mean an 
understanding of the relationship between gospel and culture as well as 
between gospel and power structures." In this connection, the report urges 
direct Faith and Order involvement in the study of "Gospel and Culture" 
carried out by the WCC Programme Unit on Life, Education and Mission. 


Describing the ordained ministry of proclamation and teaching as "a 
fundamental structure of the church... to maintain unity in the apostolic 
faith", the report acknowledges divergent understandings on the question of 
ordaining women to the ministry. 


While calling for continued study of this controversial issue, it expresses 
hope that "churches coming to different conclusions and policies... will be 
able to recognize in each other the desire to be faithful and obedient to the 
revelation of God in Christ". 


The report says the emergence in the church of a ministry of bishops is a 
matter of both historical research and theological interpretation. Although 
churches hold various interpretations of the historical and biblical data and 
thus structure themselves differently, the report says "all agree that the 
preservation of the continuing faithfulness of the church to its origin in the 
apostolic gospel and the unity based upon that origin was the purpose of these 
developments". On the basis of that agreement, it calls for "open discussion 
of the structures for joint decision-making and teaching" in the church. 


On another controversial issue - primacy - the report suggests renewed 
ecumenical discussion of "service of the universal unity of the church on the 
basis of the truth of the gospel. Such service should be carried out ina 
pastoral way - that is, as ‘presiding in love’. It should also have the 
function of speaking for Christianity to the world at large, under conditions 
which need to be more precisely defined. This ministry must be bound to the 
community of all the churches and their leaders and is in service to the whole 
people of God". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.24 
Section III report: Sharing a common life in Christ 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS)--Since many of the convergences in the 
1982 Lima text on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry "have not been received by 
our churches, we have charted the next steps in the pilgrimage towards 
koinonia in life". With those words of introduction, Church of England Bishop 
Barry Rogerson presented the report of Section III, "Sharing a Common Life in 
Christ", to the world conference on Faith and Order (12 August). 


The 10-page text was one of four section reports referred by the delegates to 
the churches for study and action. Its five sections treat sacraments, 
baptism, eucharist, ministry and ecclesiology, and recommend several new and 
continued areas for Faith and Order study - among them presidency at the 
eucharist, the diaconate, ordination of women, episcopacy and ecumenical 
"hermeneutics and methodology". 


Churches have different understandings of the relationship between 
sacramentality in the broader sense - the fact that all of creation and human 
life may be open to God’s saving presence - and the "particular sacraments" 
of the church. The report pleads for respect for this diversity, and refers 
to certain Christian traditions which "understand and experience baptism and 
communion in individual and corporate ways that are non-liturgical and non- 


ritual". [over] 


section III report/2 


Ecumenical convergence on how baptism is understood is linked by the report 
with a decrease in the number of churches who repeat the rite when receiving 
members from other traditions (sometimes called rebaptism). It says the 
"minimum of mutual recognition" manifested by not "re-baptizing" raises the 
possibility of further consequences: if a community’s baptism is acknowledged 
as valid, "what else in the life of that community may already be recognized 
as ecclesial"? 


Common baptism, according to the report, "expresses the nature of the church 
in the world as an inclusive community". It goes on to suggest that churches 
in a given region may wish to express convergence by developing a common 
baptismal certificate and by inviting "neighbour churches to participate in 
baptism in appropriate ways". 


On the eucharist, the text addresses two major issues: intercommunion and 
presidency at the eucharist. That eucharistic sharing is not yet possible 


among all churches, it says, "is a matter of grave concern for all 
Christians". 
Many people "engage in eucharistic hospitality... out of an obedience to a 


different understanding of eucharist that allows it to be a means of grace on 
the road to that fuller unity which it signifies". On the other hand, "for 
some churches the eucharist is and can only be the ultimate expression of the 
visible unity of the church and not a means to that unity", ruling out 
participation in the eucharist of a church with whom one’s own church is not 
in communion. 


The report suggests "that the churches, while respecting the eucharistic 
doctrine, practice and discipline of ome another, encourage frequent 
attendance at each others’ eucharistic worship. Thus we all will experience 
the measure of communion we already share and witness to the pain of continued 
separation". 


In calling for further ecumenical study of presidency at the eucharist, the 
report underlines that "those persons who act as president do so not in their 
own right but in the name of Christ and in full communion with the whole 
community which they also represent". 


The report identifies five major issues for study in the area of ministry: the 
baptismal basis of all Christian ministry, the nature and function of ordained 
ministry, the ordination of women, the ministry of oversight (episcopacy) and 
the primatial office. It suggests five perspectives in exploring the 
ordination of women in the context of koinonia: theology and theological 
anthropology, tradition, practice, ordination liturgies and processes of 
decision-making in churches that do and do not ordain women. 


Both churches which do and do not ordain women should "analyze and share the 
reasons for their particular stance, as well as the factors contributing the 
process that led them to it". The report appeals to churches to "refrain from 
negative judgements on decisions either to ordain women or to continue a 
practice of not ordaining them, in order that, for the sake of the churches’ 
unity, a constructive atmosphere for further study and discussion be created". 


The report proposes that, on the way to mutual recognition of each other’s 
ministry of oversight, church leaders "promote in a special way the Christian 
task of creating public opportunities to display, through acts of mutual 
goodwill, their koinonia in Christ, and to make explicit, when joining in 
public social witness, that their cause has a common origin in their one 
baptism in Christ. 


Responses by churches to Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry have demonstrated 
that further work is needed on ecclesiology (the understanding of the nature 
of the church), the report says. The concept of koinonia, it suggests, 
"furnishes a suitable leading category for this study". [over] 


section III report/3 


In that connection, it names five issues for fuller study: structures for 
mutual accountability, decision-making and action; the meaning of "local 
churches truly united", which is the basis of "conciliar fellowship"; the 
"destructive effects of intra-Christian proselytism"; joint theological 
education; and the development of an ecumenical language which will 
communicate with those "who are not familiar with our somewhat esoteric 
language". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.25 
Section IV report: Called to common witness for a renewed world 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS) --In introducing the report of Section IV 
to the world conference on Faith and Order (12 August), Norwegian Lutheran 
theologian Turid Karlsen Seim accented its underlying conviction that "unity 
in faith, witness and action for justice are complementary, not competing 
ecumenical priorities". Witness, she said, must remain on the Faith and Order 
agenda, "because witnessing to God is an essential part of Christian living 
and the experience of koinonia among those who witness together is a sign of 
unity". Delegates received the report along with those of the other sections 
(see accompanying stories), commending them to the churches for study and 
action. 


Attached to the Section IV report were recommendations for Faith and Order 
studies, some to be undertaken with other parts of the WCC, on proselytism, 
religious freedom, gospel and culture, ethics and ecclesiology and 
anthropology and the theology of creation. In its own work, the report adds, 
Faith and Order should make greater use of a theological method that draws on 
the faith experience of people "as developed in their struggle with social, 
cultural, political and economic issues". 


While the report does not define mission and evangelism, it does say that a 
clearer understanding of "the missionary nature of the church" and the 
discovery of new ways of common witness are necessary in order to move towards 
true koinonia. It then explores three areas in which differences among 
churches form barriers to common witness - proselytism, religious liberty and 
the relation of gospel and culture. 


According to the report, proselytism, "the use of coercive or manipulative 


methods in evangelism... violates the real though imperfect koinonia 
Christians already share" and undermines "the credibility of the church’s 
witness to the reconciling love and transforming power of God". While 


deploring this type of evangelism, the report suggests (in a sentence sharply 
challenged by one delegate during the discussion period) "that most groups who 
are engaged in such activities do so out of a genuine concern for the 
Salvation of those whom they address". Moreover, the report appeals to 
churches to "address each other meaningfully and directly" when conflicts 
arise in this area rather than through "public allegations", which 
"Communicate a message which often runs counter to that of the gospel". 


In the face of the religious pluralism of the global community of which the 
churches are a part, the report acknowledges significant divergences among 
them on the nature of interfaith dialogue, which it defines as "an ongoing 
conversation and encounter aimed at fostering mutual understanding, 
cooperation in response to human need, mutual witness and the shared pursuit 
of truth". While some Christians "speak of the presence and action of God, 
through the Holy Spirit, in other faith communities" and thus urge tolerance 
and interfaith cooperation, others "emphasize witness to the uniqueness of 
God's saving work in Christ". 


Participants in the section discussion agreed that Faith and Order 
conversations on visible unity "need to take the interfaith context in which 
we live fully into account" and that "Christian koinonia can be enriched by 
interfaith encounter". [over] 


section IV report/2 


In a passage on "discipleship as corporate moral commitment", the report 
describes "witness through proclamation and concrete actions for justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation" as a "defining mark of koinonia". 
Consequently, "theological reflection on the proper unity of Christ’s church 
is inevitably related to ethics". 


Noting that urgent but complex moral issues sometimes challenge the church to 
"take a corporate stance", the report pleads for development of "structures 
of the type of the council described in Acts 15", in which the church can come 
to a common mind on divisive issues. Koinonia in relation to ethics, it adds, 
means "that the church is a place where, along with the confession of faith 
and the celebration of the sacraments (and as an inseparable part of these), 
the gospel tradition is probed constantly for moral inspiration and insight". 


Where churches disagree on an ethical issue, the report says, "they need to 
continue to dialogue with one another in an effort to discover whether such 
differences can ultimately be overcome, and, if not, whether they are truly 
church-dividing... It is essential that the churches commit themselves to stay 
together within ecumenical structures and to realize mutual accountability 
within them" as they pursue answers to ethical questions. 


A final part of the report treats common witness in the care of creation. 
Here, the text calls for "an inclusive spirituality which recognizes that 
human beings are but a part of God’s astonishing creation" and proposes 
several perspectives that could illuminate a biblical study of care for the 
environment, including the goodness of creation, the interrelatedness of 
humanity and creation, the reality of sin and exploitation, the demand for 
justice in response to the justice of God, the responsibility to tend the 
earth rather than dominate it and the call to Christians to be "priests as 
well as stewards - that is, offering back to God that which already belongs 
to, God" 


Ecumenically, the report says, the churches must continue to discuss the 
relationship between issues of justice and issues of ecology: "what are the 
connections between economic justice and ecological preservation? How can all 
voices be heard in this conversation?" [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.26 
Cassidy reaffirms Catholic commitment to ecumenism 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS)--Commitment of the Roman Catholic Church 
to the search for Christian unity was reaffirmed from the highest levels at 
the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order in Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain. 


In an appearance 10 August, Cardinal Edward I. Cassidy of the Vatican Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity said the Catholic Church offered "an irrevocable 
commitment" to this search because "it sees ecumenism as a pastoral priority". 


He also read a message from Pope John Paul II to Faith and Order Moderator 
Mary Tanner reaffirming "the commitment of the Catholic Church to promoting 
Christian unity". 


The pope said the focus of the Fifth World Conference on koinonia (communion) 
seemed "especially appropriate" because the Bible used the concept as a "key » 
for understanding the efficacy of the Lord’s grace in the lives of his 
disciples". 


"I join with you in praying that the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order 
will, with God’s assistance, bear abundant fruit in helping to resolve the 
remaining issues required for reaching visible unity in one faith and one 
eucharistic fellowship", the pope said. 


Cassidy spoke at a session on "The Future of the Ecumenical Movement", where 
delegates also heard an address by Lutheran theologian and World Council of 
Churches (WCC) President Anna Marie Aagard of Denmark. [over] 


cassidy/2 


A statement by Greek Archbishop Iakovos of North and South America, a former 
WCC president scheduled to speak but unable to attend, was read by Milton B. 
Efthimiou, ecumenical officer of the American Greek Archdiocese and of the 
Standing Conference of the Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA). (See 
accompanying stories.) 


The session concluded with a report by retired United Methodist Bishop James 
K. Mathews of Washington on a project he is chairing to raise US$ 10 million 
for the Archbishop Iakovos Endowment Fund for Faith and Order, with proceeds 
to be used for Faith and Order work of the WCC and the U.S. National Council 
of Churches. 


The cardinal’s appearance marked a highlight of the gathering, where Catholics 
were official delegates for the first time in a World Faith and Order 
Conference. Repeating earlier pledges of support, the cardinal said, "We 
consider the work of Faith and Order of seeking visible unity in the one 
apostolic faith, one sacramental life, as a basic aspect of the ecumenical 
movement". 


Cassidy began his address with a "personal testimony" of his own ecumenical 
commitment, which he said also represented the position of the Vatican council 
he heads and of the Catholic Church. "I believe that Jesus Christ is calling 
his disciples to unity and that the current movement toward the visible unity 
of Christians, the ecumenical movement, is a great gift of God’s grace", he 
said. Cassidy also said God called Christians to be "reconciled to one 
another so that they can then be reconcilers". 


Although several conference participants had spoken of a widespread feeling 
that the ecumenical movement had reached a period of lessened enthusiasm and 
reduced expectations, the cardinal characterized the current situation as "a 
time of looking forward in hope". The hopes of people in the ecumenical 
movement, he said, are based on the achievements since the last World 
Conference on Faith and Order at Montreal in 1963 and "on the degree of 
communion we already share". 


"It is, however, all too obvious that serious obstacles to full communion 
remain", Cassidy added. "While we have begun to study together the history 
of our separations, bitter memories from centuries ago have not yet been 
healed". He also said Christians needed a "Strong resolution not only to 
overcome old obstacles but also to prevent the creation of new obstacles to 
ecumenism". And in a press conference afterward, he repeated earlier Catholic 
statements that the decision of the Church of England to ordain women added 
a new obstacle to unity. 


In the address, Cassidy noted that Faith and Order was only one of several 
movements that represented necessary aspects of the ecumenical movement, and 
he particularly called for close integration of Faith and Order with the WCC 
program on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation. 


But he said Faith and Order had a "particular importance" because it linked 
Christians of today with the life of the church throughout the centuries, back 


to the saving acts of Christ and the preparatory years before. "Mission and 
service are the responsibility of Christians here and now, at the present 
moment", he said. "But it is faith which links mission and service here and 


now to mission and service in the past and in the future". 


Cassidy said important issues yet to be resolved included those related to the 
nature and mission of the church. He noted that churches responding to the 
Faith and Order document on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry (BEM) identified 
several issues related to ecclesiology that they thought needed further work. 
"The Catholic Church agrees with this assessment", he said. 


At the press conference, Cassidy said the Second Vatican Council brought major 
change to the Catholic Church, and change was continuing. But he said 
Catholics believed the Holy Spirit led the church in earlier centuries and 
would not now lead in directions contrary to those of the past. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.27 
Faith & Order delegates hear about Spanish church life 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS) --Delegates to the Fifth World Conference 
on Faith and Order in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, took time from their 
agenda 10 August to learn more about church life in the country where they 
were meeting. 


In five brief addresses, they were given an overview of the origins of 
Christianity in Spain, the role of Santiago de Compostela as a pilgrimage 
center important to the development of European religious and cultural life, 
the history and current situation of Spanish Protestants as a minority often 
in tension with the Roman Catholic Church and the Catholic support of 
ecumenism since the Second Vatican Council (1962-65). 


Capsuling the historical material, Eugenio Romero noted the evidence for 
churches in various parts of Spain in the early centuries, a flourishing of 
Christianity in the 6th and 7th centuries and its impressive flowering in the 
8th. 


Romero tied his presentation to the Faith and Order emphasis on maintaining 
Christian unity in the midst of diverse expressions of the faith, saying 
Christianity emerged in Toledo and its councils--important for Europe as well 
as Spain--in a way that united diversity and unity. 


José Maria Diaz Fernandez, a canon of the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela, 
said the emergence of this city as a pilgrimage center from the 9th century 
showed the importance of St James for all Europe. Known as the defender of 
Christians against the expansion of Islam, St James became honored also in 
Eastern European areas that felt similar pressures, he said. 


"Santiago was a sign of hope for Europe when it was threatened", Diaz 
Fernandez said. Despite the anti-Muslim dimension, however, the Moorish king 
of Granada gave money to help with the construction of the basilica in 
Santiago de Compostela in the 11th century, he said. 


Diaz Fernandez noted that St James, associated with Santiago de Compostela on 
the Western outpost of the European continent, and St John, associated with 
Ephesus in the East, were brothers, and said this had an ecumenical 
Significance comparable to the association of St Peter with Rome and his 
brother, St Andrew, with Constantinople. 


Arturo Sanchez, bishop of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church, described the 
role of his church in maintaining ecumenical ties through membership in the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) and relationships with smaller Spanish 
churches not in the WCC. It has sometimes been attacked both by these other 
churches for being too ecumenical and by Spanish Catholics for being 
Protestant, he said. But he said Catholic relationships had become closer in 
LeCenu years. 


The Spanish government has given religious minorities new freedoms in recent 
years and government relationships are handled through a new structure, the 
Federation of Evangelical Religious Organizations in Spain, Sanchez said. 


Julio Asenso, president of the Spanish Reformed Church, called attention to 
the relative youth of Spanish Protestantism, and the absence of any 
significant expression of the 16th century Reformation in Spain. Spaniards 
who did become Protestant were sometimes burned, imprisoned or exiled, and 
sometimes chose to emigrate and live in more tolerant areas, he said. 
Development of current expressions otf Spanish Protestantism had its beginning 
with the work of the British and Foreign Bible Society in the 19th century, 
Asenso said. An important date for Spanish Protestants, he said, was 1868, 
the year they gained legal rights. 


Asenso said the Spanish Civil War of 1936-39 was tragic for all Spaniards, but 
especially for Protestants because of repression under the forms of "national 
Catholicism" imposed by Gen. Franciso Franco. But "the air of the Second 
Vatican Council" reached Spain, and Protestants today enjoy a "new situation 
of freedom", Asenso said. [over] 


— 


spanish church life/2 


The force and significance of this new impulse from Vatican II was described 
from the Catholic perspective by Garcia Hernandez, a priest who directs the 
ecumenical commission of the Spanish Catholic bishops. 


He said the "intransigence" of Spanish Catholicism during the time of the 
"Catholic kings", the Inquisition, the wars of religion and impulses leading 
to expulsion of Muslims and Jews were part of a common situation found 
throughout Europe in that time. 


Hernandez said Spanish Catholicism was hostile to dialogue before Vatican II, 
and anti-Catholicism had been one of the most questionable aspects of Spanish 
Protestantism. But he said the Spanish bishops formed their ecumenical 
commission in 1966, and an extensive program of ecumenical activity was now 
underway. 


He described ecumenical efforts in Bible translation, theological study, 
consideration of ethical issues, observance of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity and exchange of pulpits. Several places in Spain also have 
ecumenical church buildings used by both Catholics and Protestants, Hernandez 
said. 


The evening of 10 August, the Franciscan Church of Santiago de Compostela was 
the setting of a eucharistic service offered by the two Spanish member 
churches of the WCC, the Iglesia Evangelica Espanola (Reformed) and Iglesia 
Espanola Reformada Episcopal (Anglican). [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.28 
Tutu and Zizioulas address koinonia theme 


SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, Spain (EPS)--An impressive array of biblical and 
theological presentations was offered to participants in the WCC’s Fifth World 
Conference on Faith and Order during morning plenary sessions on the second 
day (5 August). 


Among those exploring facets of "koinonia", the key concept in the conference 
theme, was South African Anglican archbishop Desmond Tutu. In his presentation 
and in two press conferences, Tutu underlined the significance of the unity 
of the church, both locally and internationally, for the struggle against 
apartheid. 


When church leaders within South Africa stood together, Tutu said, the 
government realized that the pressure it would have to exert on them 
successfully to resist their demands would be internationally unacceptable. 
At the global level, he paid tribute to the WCC’s campaign for economic 
sanctions and, more generally, to the sense South African churches had of 
being prayed for by Christians around the world. In that context, he suggested 
that the January 1994 meeting of the WCC Central Committee in Johannesburg 
would be "a great encouragement to our people". At the same time, the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate expressed considerable frustration over what he called 
a universal ecumenical inertia. "There have been near-betrothals and 
engagements, but hardly any nuptials, much less any consummations. There is 
a remarkable degree of consensus; yet we have lacked something for taking the 
next step in any meaningful sense. We dip our toes in the water, but we lack 
the courage to take the plunge." 


Speaking to journalists later, Tutu - who once worked for the Theological 
Education Fund in London and has also served on the Faith and Order Commission 
- insisted that his remarks were not meant as an attack on academic theology. 
"Our unity must be based on truth," he said. "I am just impatient with the 
church. For goodness’ sake, what do we still need to make people realize we 
are one? What is a sufficient degree of consensus? I am not saying Faith and 
Order should close shop; unity is crucial for being able to transform God’s 
world." But the churches, he suggested, are frightened by the logical 
consequences for their own structures of the doctrinal consensus they have 
discovered. [over] 


koinonia theme/2 


Tutu shared the platform with another Faith and Order veteran, Metropolitan 
John Zizioulas of Pergamon. Exploring what the concept of koinonia can 
contribute to the promotion of the cause of Christian unity, the Orthodox 
theologian was careful to distinguish the theological significance of this 
term from what he described as the "secular" and "sociological" uses of its 
common English equivalents "fellowship" and "Communion" . 


Basic to the notion of the church as koinonia, said Zizioulas, is faith in God 
as trinitarian. As Trinity, God "is a relational being by definition"; as one 
born and anointed by the Holy Spirit, Christ is a relational being; and thus 
the identity of the church, the body of Christ, is also relational. 


Rightly understood, Zizioulas suggested, the concept of koinonia has 
"considerable potential" for enabling ecumenical progress on such divisive 
issues as structure, ministry and authority in the church. It could help to 
overcome old splits between the "institutional" and the "charismatic", "local" 
and "universal", "conciliarity" and "primacy" and to "destroy all legalistic 
and pyramidal views of ministry, authority and structure in the church, which 
hinder progress towards unity". 


Asked by a journalist during the press conference to specify the prerequisites 
for "eucharistic communion" among the divided churches, Zizioulas declined to 
offer a list but suggested that "the most important thing is to recognize each 
other’s community, to remove those elements that make us uneasy about one 
another". 


Zizioulas noted that for the Orthodox the ordination of women in some churches 
"adds to the differences we feel between the structures of our communities. 
When we see a woman celebrating the eucharist, the psychological reaction is, 
‘here is another difference between us.’" Personally, he said, his main 
difficulty is that there has not been enough theological reflection on the 
question. "I don’t prejudge the results of such theological reflection," he 
concluded. "It may be that we will arrive at the point of saying there is no 
problem with the ordination of women. But the way in which it has happened in 
some churches does create difficulties." 


Biblical explorations of the concept of koinonia also played a prominent role 
on the second day of the world conference. In morning worship UK theologian 
Frances Young presented the first of her Bible studies from the letter to the 
Galatians; and during the first morning plenary, Dorothy Lee (Uniting Church 
in Australia), John Onaiyekan (Roman Catholic, Nigeria) and Simon Chan 
(Pentecostal, Singapore) offered reflections on three Old and New Testament 
passages which bear on the conference theme. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.29 
Ecutext: On the way to fuller koinonia 


Message of the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain, 4-13 August, 1993 
1. "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the koinonia 


of the Holy Spirit be with you all" (2 Cor 13:13). 


2. God, who calls all to unity and makes us one in Christ and the Spirit, has 


drawn us to Santiago de Compostela from around the world. We are a more 
comprehensive gathering than came together thirty years ago in Montreal at the 
last World Conference on Faith and Order. Far more of us come from Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean, and the Pacific region. There are more 
women participants than ever before. The group of younger theologians has 
eagerly participated in the work. For the first time, the Roman Catholic 
Church has sent official delegates to a World Conference. There is a 


significant presence of Pentecostal Christians. We have come together, sent 
by our churches, to further the work of the Faith and Order movement "to 
proclaim the oneness of the church of Jesus Christ and to call the churches 
to the goal of visible unity" (Faith and Order Commission Bylaw 2). [over] 


fuller koinonia/2 


3. We come in joy, giving thanks for the great strides forward that have been 
made in recent years and for the eagerness of many Christians for a fuller 
koinonia, but also come in concern for waning commitments to Christian unity. 
We come in thankfulness for the breakthroughs to freedom that have occurred, 
for example, in Eastern Europe and Southern Africa. But we also come in 
concern for a world torn by injustice and strife in such locations as the 
former Yugoslavia, Somalia and so many other places. We come in pain when we 
remember what our sin does to humanity and the groaning creation. Our concern 
and pain become penitence when we think of our failure to do all that is 
already ecumenically possible and of our silence in the face of hatred and 
evil, or even worse, our participation in them. We come in hope for the 
ecumenical future, for the church, and for the world. We now leave Santiago 
with renewed commitment and enthusiasm for the ecumenical vision. We say to 
the churches: there is no turning back, either from the goal of visible unity 
or from the single ecumenical movement that unites concern for the unity of 
the church and concern for engagement in the struggles of the world. 


4. Koinonia has been the focus of our discussions. This word from the Greek 
New Testament describes the richness of our life together in Christ: 
community, communion, sharing, fellowship, participation, solidarity. The 
koinonia we seek and which we have experienced is more than words. It springs 
from the Word of Life, "what we have seen with our eyes, what we have touched 
with our hands" (I Jn 1:1), especially where koinonia is being realized daily 
in such forms as local ecumenical projects and base communities. This 
koinonia which we share is nothing less than the reconciling presence of the 
love of God. God wills unity for the church, for humanity, and for creation 
because God is a koinonia of love, the unity of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. This koinonia comes to us as a gift we can only accept in gratitude. 
Gratitude, however, is not passivity. Our koinona is in the Holy Spirit who 
moves us to action. The koinonia we experience drives us to seek that visible 
unity which can adequately embody our koinonia with God and one another. 


5. The deeper koinonia which is our goal is for the glory of God and for the 
sake of the world. The church is called to be a sign and instrument of this 
all-encompassing will of God, the summing up of all things in Christ. Jesus 
broke down walls of division in his identification with women and with the 
poor, the outcast, and the oppressed. A deeper koinonia will be a sign of 
hope for all or it will not be a true koinonia in the love of God. Only a 
church itself being healed can convincingly proclaim healing to the world. 
Only a church that overcomes ethnic, racial, and national hatreds in a common 
Christian and human identity can be a credible sign of freedom and 
reconciliation. While our particular focus at this conference has been the 
visible unity of the church, the horizon of our work has been the wider reach 
of God's love. 


6. One of our tasks in Santiago has been to examine the concrete ecumenical 
achievements over the past thirty years of the Faith and Order movement, 
including the bilateral dialogues. We have particularly noted and affirmed 
the importance of all convergences toward a common understanding and practice 
of baptism, eucharist, and ministry; toward a common confession of the one 
faith witnessed to in the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed, and towards a 
shared mission and service. The task before the churches now is to receive 
these convergences into their life. What steps is God leading the churches 
to take together now? 


7. The ecumenical movement has changed over the past thirty years. The voices 
of women and of those from beyond Europe and North America have joined the 
ecumenical conversation in strength, bringing new insights, new experiences, 
new diversities. The significance for koinonia of common ethical commitment 
and action has been firmly placed on the Faith and Order agenda. The many 
positive movements of evangelical and charismatic renewal still need to be 
drawn into ecumenical partnership. The transformation is still going on and 
is at times difficult and controversial. [over] 


fuller koinonia/3 


Differences over the goals and methods of ecumenical work and theology have 
led to intense debates. In these debates, conflicting perspectives often each 
express Significant elements of truth. We are confident we are being led 
through such tensions into a deeper and broader koinonia in the Spirit. A 
test of our koinonia is how we live with those with whom we disagree. 


8. The ecumenical goal has not yet been reached. The churches still have not 
come to a full mutual recognition of baptism. There are still obstacles that 
prevent the sharing together of Christians from all churches at the Lord’s 
Table. The obstacles that stand in the way of a fuller koinonia must be felt 
in all their painfulness and honestly faced in penitence. The way forward 
will come by new ventures and insights in the faith that unites us, not be 
compromises that merely obscure the problems. Addressing these obstacles is 
the specific task of Faith and Order work. This task is more than ever 
essential to the ecumenical movement. The churches are challenged to an 
active partnership within the Faith and Order movement in addressing what 
Still divides them. 


9. At Santiago, we have again sensed the urgency of our need for greater 
koinonia in faith, life, and witness. The churches have made some progress 
in implementing the 1952 Lund principle that they should "act together in all 
matters except those in which deep differences of conviction compel them to 
act separately". But they must go further. Unity today calls for structures 
of mutual accountability. 


10. Concrete challenges stand before the churches. In relation to faith, the 
churches must continue to explore how to confess our common faith in the 
context of the many cultures and religions, the many social and national 
conflicts in which we live. Such confession emphasizes the need for a deeper 
understanding of the church and its apostolic character in the light of the 
Holy Scriptures. In relation to life, the churches must dare concrete steps 
toward fuller koinonia, in particular doing all that is possible to achieve 
a common recognition of baptism, agreement on a common participation in the 
eucharist, and a mutually recognized ministry. In relation to witness, the 
churches must consider the implications of koinonia for a responsible care for 
creation, for a just sharing of the world’s resources, for a special concern 
for the poor and outcast, and for a common and mutually respectful evangelism 
that invites everyone into communion with God in Christ. But beyond all 
particular challenges, the churches and the ecumenical movement itself are 
called to the conversion to Christ that true koinonia in our time demands. 


11. The world was made for this koinonia in God, a koinonia that has been won 
by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We stand before God and 
our final words must be prayer: 


Holy and loving Trinity: 


- we come to you in thanksgiving, 
for your gift of koinonia which we now receive as a 
foretaste of your kingdom. 
= we come to you in penitence, 
for our failures to show forth koinonia where there is 
division, hostility and death; 
= we come to you in expectation, 
that we may enter more deeply into the joy of koinonia; 
= we come to you in confidence, 
to commit ourselves anew to your purposes of love, 
justice, and koinonia; 
= we come to you im hope, 
that the unity of your church, in all its rich diversity 
may be ever more clearly manifest as a sign of your love; 


Kindle our hearts. Direct our wills. Deepen our understanding. Strengthen 
our resolve. Help us to be open to you and to our sisters and brothers, that 
we may together witness to the perfect unity of your love. Amen. [EPS] 


NO Co 


UMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


ox 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Phone: (41-22) 7916515 Fax: (41-22) 798 13 46 Telex: 415 730 OIK CH 


Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material ma 
-Oouncil of Churches in partnershi 


i ca 


Interim Editor: Tracy Early 


Year/Issue: (60/23) 
Month/Date: (08/30) 


FOR THE PERIOD 26-31 AUGUST 1993 


WCC condemns Armenian actions 
Raiser visits South Africa 


Kick-off planned for US human rights campaign 
Knippers named IRD president 


CCIA plans new Sudan peace effort 
ucc & Disciples hold "common gathering" 


Faith and Order director assesses Santiago 
WCC guarantees bus for Cuban churches 


Ethnic conflict, natural disasters devastate Zaire breadbasket 


Canadian Anglican apologizes for aboriginal schools 


WCC & CEC oppose repatriation of Sri Lanka refugees 
Catholic/Pentecostal dialogue held in Paris 


Chinese churches confront difficulties 
McGilvray dies at 82 


Women demand punishment of rape as war crime 
Congo council denounces nation’s violence 


Aid convoy reaches Liberian feeding centres 
Raiser urges Namibian unity 


Aagaard named to Bible post 
Kenya council chooses new secretary 


Francophone Reformed hold symposium in Dakar 
wcec staff says farewell to its deputy general secretary 


those of the WCC or the partners. 


2:3". O81 43:0 
a3 


y be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
p with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA Opinions expressed are not 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 60 / Issue 23 


SiHy:0,.P< Tithe bok 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 UK pounds; 
53.50 US dollars; 65.90 Canadian dollars; 75 Australian dollars; 77.50 Swiss 
francs; 89.50 New Zealand dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 


310 French francs; 310 Swedish kronas; or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


REKERKKEKKEERKEKEKEKEEE 


Forthcoming major WCC meetings: 
16-20 September: Executive Committee, Sigtuna, Sweden. 


20-28 January 1994: Central Committee, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
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EPS 93.08.30 
WCC condemns Armenian actions 


GENEVA (EPS) --The World Council of Churches (WCC) has condemned the fighting 
of Armenian forces on Azerbaijani territory as a "flagrant violation of 
international law". 


In a letter 20 August to Sheik-ul-Islam Pashazadeh, Azerbaijani spiritual 
leader and chairman of the Board of the Caucasion Muslims, Director Dwain C. 
Epps of the WCC’s Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) 
expressed the WCC’s "grave concern" about the fighting that is "inflicting 
ever greater suffering on the people of your land". 


The CCIA executive sent a similar letter the same day to the Armenian 
(Oriental Orthodox) Church in Etchmiadzin, Armenia, addressing it to 
Archbishop Nerses Bozabalian because Catholicos Vasken I was recuperating from 
an operation. 


"We urge you to appeal for an immediate cease-fire, a retreat of all troops 
to their own territories and an avoidance of all acts of retaliation in order 
to avert full-scale war between Armenia and Azerbaijan and the spread of the 
conflict throughout the region", Epps wrote. 


Another letter was sent the same day to Metropolitan Kyrill, chairman of the 
Department of External Church Relations of the Russian Orthodox Patriarchate 
in Moscow. 


After reporting on WCC appeals for a cease-fire in the Armenian-Azerbaijani 
conflict, Epps told Kyrill, "There is now convincing evidence that very many 
of the arms being used in the current fighting are coming from Russia. We 
appeal to you, in consonance with the determined efforts of His Holiness 
Patriarch Alexei to promote a just and peaceful solution to this conflict, to 
press on the Russian government to stop this flow of weapons". 


The CCIA also sent two representatives to Azerbaijan 24 August to discuss what 
further assistance might be given. They were Herman Goltz, a professor at the 
University of Halle, Germany, who is a specialist on the Armenian Church, and 
Manfred Kulessa of Bonn, a specialist on Azerbaijan. 


In the letter to Pashazadeh, Epps said the World Council "stands ready to 
provide through you, or non-governmental organizations recommended by you, 
urgent humanitarian assistance to refugees and other affected populations". 


Referring to a previous WCC visit, Epps told the Muslim leader that "we have 
not forgotten the victims we met early last winter in the fields of Agdam and 
elsewhere, and sincerely desire not to abandon our commitments to them". The 
wcc also maintains hope for a "just and peaceful" resolution of the conflict, 
the CCIA executive wrote. Epps likewise assured Bozabalian that "we have not 
forgotten any of the victims on all sides". 


Epps recalled a meeting the WCC, in cooperation with the Conference of 
European Churches and the International Islamic Council for Daw’a and Relief, 
arranged 6-8 February between the sheikh and the catholicos in Switzerland. 
His letter to Pashazadeh said, "We condemn this flagrant violation of 
international law in the strongest terms and lament it as a negation of the 
spirit of conciliation and fraternal relations which characterized your 
meeting with His Holiness Catholicos Vasken I earlier this year in Montreux". 


At that meeting, the two religious leaders appealed for release of hostages 
and humane treatment of prisoners taken in the conflict of Nagorno-Karabagh, 
the Armenian enclave surrounded by Azerbaijani territory. They also urged 
authorities of their two countries to cooperate in the Nagorno-Karabagh peace 
negotiations taking place under the auspices of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 


Their meeting was arranged following a series of visits the WCC and the 
Conference of European Churches had made to Armenia since the fighting began 
and a visit in November 1992 to both Armenia and Azerbaijan. 


The conflict began in 1989, when then-Soviet authorities ended Azerbaijani 
administration of Nagorno-Karabagh, Azerbaijan subsequently reasserted control 
and Armenians in the enclave then declared independence. The territory had 
been separated from Armenia and placed under Azerbaijani administration in 


1921. [EPS] 
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Raiser visits South Africa 


GENEVA (EPS) --General Secretary Konrad Raiser of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) left Geneva 21 August for a one-week visit to South Africa in 
preparation for the WCC Central Committee meeting to be held 20-28 January at 
the Escom Centre, near Johannesburg. 


It was Raiser’s first visit to South Africa, and was designed to enable him 
to make personal contact with church and government leaders, and acquaint 
himself with the current situation in the country prior to the meeting. 


He was accompanied on the visit by Mercy Amba Oduyoye, WCC deputy general 
secretary; Daniel Ntoni-Nzinga, consultant for the WCC Ecumenical Monitoring 
Programme on South Africa, and John Newbury, WCC information officer. 


On arrival at the Jan Smuts Airport in Johannesburg, Raiser said the WCC was 
greatly concerned about the violence in South Africa, and would support every 
effort to end the killing. 


He noted that January would be the first time a governing body of the WCC had 
met in South Africa. "This has a highly symbolic value", he said. "For many 
years it was impossible for the WCC to meet in South Africa. Now we feel that 
coming here is the best way to express our very strong solidarity." 


The first event on Raiser’s schedule was a service at St Paul’s Church in 
Soweto, which was followed by lunch with General Secretary Frank Chikane of 
they 4 SouthwAtrica..Ccouncil., of «Churches: The South Africa Council was 
coordinating the visit. 


On 24 August, Raiser met in Pretoria with Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Both, 
who was also acting as state president during a visit of President De Klerk 
to South America, and with Pan African Congress leaders in Johannesburg. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.32 
Kick-off announced for US human rights campaign 


GENEVA (EPS) --Kick-off events to launch a campaign focusing attention on human 
rights violations in the United States will be held at two sites 10-12 
December, a World Council of Churches (WCC) executive helping to coordinate 
the campaign announced. 


Deborah Robinson, an African-American who is coordinator of the WCC Programme 
to Combat Racism, said in an interview in her Geneva office 23 August that the 
goal of the campaign was to get an evaluation of the US from the perspective 
of international human rights standards. 


"The United States hasn’t been critically evaluated", she said. "Americans 
think of human rights as a problem elsewhere." 


A two-year campaign to submit the United States to judgment by the world 
community, she said, will be launched at the Native American community in Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, and in Birmingham, a Southern city where Martin Luther 
King, Jr. wrote his noted "Letter from Birmingham Jail" 30 years ago. 


If funds can be raised, she said, the campaign will continue with educational 
events, hearings by an international eminent persons group in October 1994, 
presentation of findings to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in 
February 1995 and follow-up activities concluding with a report to the WCC 
Central Committee when it meets in’ Nashville, Tennessee, in September 1995. 


Robinson said the schedule was worked out in a meeting of a national planning 
committee 31 July-1 August in Compton, a predominantly African-American 
municipality in Los Angeles County, after she had met with other interested 
groups in New York, Chicago and Los Angeles. She said Keith Jennings, an 
African-American who formerly worked for Amnesty International and is now with 
the African-American Human Rights Foundation in Washington, has been engaged 
to serve as national coordinator until the December kick-offs and possibly 
thereafter. 


Earlier plans to hold the hearings in December of this year could not be 
implemented because of lack of adequate funding and the need for more 
educational work, Robinson said. [over] 
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The plan to focus on the concept of "human rights" as a way of raising the 
issue of US treatment of ethnic minorities to an international level of 
judgment, she said, is difficult for many people who have been accustomed to 
struggle for "civil rights" in terms of US legal standards. 


Robinson said she and Joseph E. Agne, a United Methodist minister who is 
racial justice secretary for the US National Council of Churches, were jointly 
coordinating the campaign. One will attend the kick-off events in Pine Ridge 
and the other in Birmingham, and all members of the national planning 
committee will then gather in Birmingham for a meeting 13-14 December, she 
said. 


People are preparing testimony for the hearings at seven sites chosen to 
involve a variety of communities including Native Americans, African- 
Americans, Haitians, Hispanics, Asian-Americans and others, she said. The 
Sites are Pine Ridge, Birmingham, New York, Chicago, Miami, El Paso and 
Oakland. 


The idea of bringing the United States before an international forum on 
charges of human rights violations has been under consideration for several 
years, Robinson noted. 


In a letter 13 September 1991 to then-WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, US 
NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell asked that the WCC enlist an 
international team to visit in January 1992 and "produce a report assessing 
US human rights violations and the extent to which state violence is being 
perpetuated against racial/ethnic communities". 


The report, she continued, would be presented to the UN Commission on Human 
Rights and call for "convening of special international hearings on state 
violence and human rights violations to generate a discussion on US racism and 
social injustice". 


"By focusing international attention on US violations of human rights, we can 
begin to make this country accountable to the world community", Campbell 
wrote. "At a time when the US is proclaiming itself the world leader of 
democracy, the exposure of what is happening within its own borders would have 
an impact on policy makers". 


A group that met in Chicago 20-21 April under NCC and WCC sponsorship to 
develop an "Ecumenical Action Agenda to Combat Racism in the USA" decided to 
"issue an ecumenical appeal to the WCC to send an eminent church persons group 
on a fact finding mission to investigate USA racism as a violation of the UN 
Human Rights Declaration". 


Later that year, the WCC Central Committee heard a report from its unit on 
Justice, Peace and Creation recommending that such a group be sent and 
declaring that it was "important for the WCC to focus on racism in the USA 
because the racism inherent in US domestic policy gets translated into racism 
in international relations". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.33 
Knippers becomes IRD president 


WASHINGTON (EPS)--Diane L. Knippers, a staff member at the Institute on 
Religion and Democracy (IRD) since 1982, was named president in July, the IRD 


newsletter, Religion & Democracy, reported (August). She succeeded Kent R. 
Hill, who became president of Eastern Nazarene College in Quincy, 
Massachusetts. IRD has been a prominent critic of what it sees as leftist 


trends in the ecumenical movement and the mainline denominations. Knippers, 
formerly associate executive secretary of Good News, agency of conservative 
evnagelicals in the United Methodist Church, is an Episcopalian. "Under my 
leadership, the IRD will remain committed to democracy, religious liberty and 
to the proper role of religious institutions in public life", she said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.34 
CCIA plans new Sudan peace effort 


GENEVA (EPS) --Ezekiel Kutjok, general secretary of the Sudan Council of 
Churches, visited offices of the World Council of Churches (WCC) in Geneva 24 
August to discuss Sudanese needs and church efforts to assist. 


Clement John, an executive secretary of the WCC Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA), who talked with Kutjok, said in an interview the 
following day that the first priority of Sudan church leaders was getting help 
in bringing about peace. They want the WCC to help both with uniting the 
factionalized forces of the South and with bringing about a lasting peace with 
the government, he said. 


The predominantly Christian and animist South has been in conflict with the 
Khartoum government controlled by the predominantly Muslim and Arab North most 
of the time since Sudan gained independence from Britain in 1956. 


John said the CCIA planned to send a delegation, with Vatican and Lutheran 
World Federation participants, to Sudan in November, and he expected to be a 
member of the team. 


He visited Sudan 24-30 April for a Conference on Religions in Sudan, which was 
sponsored by a Sudan government-related agency, the Peace and Development 
Foundation. This conference, which drew participants from 33 countries, was 
initiated by Sudan President Omar Hassan Al-Bashir, and focused on Christian- 
Muslim relations in Sudan. 


In a report on the conference, John said however that the schedule of paper 
presentations and banquets "made it impossible for any meaningful or coherent 
discussions on the issues raised to take place". Sudan has been charged by 
many people in the international community with a pattern of human rights 
violations, and on 18 August the US State Department placed it on the list of 
states that sponsor terorism. 


While in Sudan, John said, he talked with Hassan Atturabi, leader of the Sudan 
Islamic movement, and found him to be "a brilliant mind" who was more open 
than some other Islamic fundamentalists. 


John said Sudan government officials told him they appreciated the WCC role 
in arranging the 1972 Sudan Peace Accord at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Mohammed 
Al-Amin Khalifa, head of the government delegation in the peace talks with the 
Southern forces, expressed a desire to see the WCC undertake a similar role 
now, John reported. 


However, John said the Sudan situation was now much more complicated than in 
1972 because the Southern forces have split into several factions that have 
been fighting each other and because of the devloping Islamization supported 
by the government. 


There are also now two church councils. Because fighting in the South made 
it impossible for the Sudan Council of Churches to work there, John said, a 
New Sudan Council of Churches was organized to provide assistance from a base 
in Nairobi. Leaders of the two councils met in Geneva in March, he said. 


The New Council issued an open letter 11 August accusing one of the Southern 
factions, the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (United), of "collusion" 
with the Khartoum government. Ina reply 19 August, the United group called 
the charge "unfair, unjustified and baseless", and said the New Sudan Council 
had "now compromised its neutrality" and was no longer an impartial body. "It 
is nothing but a propaganda tool of the dictator John Garang", the statement 
said, referring to the leader of the original SPLM/A body. 


Another section of the New Sudan Council’s statement charged the outside world 
with lack of concern for Sudanese suffering. "We have seen no action (and) 
hear of no response from the All Africa Conference of Churches, the World 
Council of Churches, the Vatican, the Organization of African Unity or the 
United Nations", the statement said. "Our people are dying but no one seems 
to be actively involved in seeking peace". 


John said the CCIA had no position regarding issues of Southern self- 
determination, partly because the Southern factions were not agreed on their 
goals. But he said efforts for Southern unity and peace between the South and 
the government would have to take place simultaneously. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.35 
ucCc & Disciples hold "common gathering" 


ST LOUIS, Missouri (EPS) --The United Church of Christ and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), US denominations that established an "ecumenical 
partnership" in 1985, held their national meetings simultaneously for the 
first time in St Louis, Missouri, 15-20 July. 


In what was called a "common gathering", they opened with a joint communion 
service and later met together for worship, workshops and banquets, but held 
business sessions separately. 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa addressed some 10 000 delegates and 
visitors at a joint worship service 18 July, and received US$ 47 000 from a 
special offering to support his ministry. He urged the churches to undertake 
a campaign against Third World debt. "We pray that you and your friends will 
campaign with the same zeal and passion you invested in the anti-apartheid 
movement that the international debt that weighs so heavily on the Third World 
will be wiped out", he said. [over] 
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The General Assembly of the Disciples, a one million member denomination with 
headquarters in Indianapolis, Indiana, elected Richard L. Hamm, regional 
minister for Tennessee, as national president for a six-year term. 


In 1991, Michael Kinnamon, dean of the Lexington (Kentucky) Theological 
Seminary, narrowly missed election after he was criticized for his liberal 
views regarding homosexuals, and C. William Nichols became interim president. 
Hamm holds the same views as Kinnamon on homosexuality, but has promised not 
to project his opinions into church processes dealing with the issue. 


The General Synod of the UCC, a denomination of 1.6 million members with 
headquarters in Cleveland, Ohio, reelected President Paul H. Sherry to a 
second four-year term. He promised delegates to "work alongside you to combat 
racism, sexism, classism, the ugliness of homophobia, social injustice and the 
scourge of war". 


Nichols and Sherry issued a joint statement criticizing President Bill 
Clinton’s decision to implement a policy, known as "don’t ask, don’t tell", 
under which military personnel would not be asked about their sexual 
orientation but would be subject to disciplinary action if they made a 
homosexual orientation public. The compromise "represents insufficient 
progress on one of the great civil rights issues of our time", they said. 


Mississippi flood waters were threatening St Louis as people arrived for the 
"Common gathering", and hundreds of them volunteered to fill sandbags and 
build levees. The visitors also gave an offering of USS 46 543 to aid local 
cleanup efforts. 


Delegates from both denominations joined striking mine workers at a rally 
across the street from the Cervantes Convention Center, where the Assembly and 
Synod were held. Most of the mine workers were from the Peabody mines of 
southern Illinois. 


Thomas Dipko, executive vice president of the United Church Board for Homeland 
Ministries, read a resolution adopted by the UCC Synod calling for the owners’ 
association to negotiate. "The issue of job security is of paramount concern 
in these negotiations", the resolution said. "As union mines are worked out, 
and the coal companies open new mines, union miners should have the right to 
a job in these newly opened facilities. Currently, union miners are denied 
this right and face permanent unemployment when union mines close". 


In other actions, UCC delegates called for renegotiation of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between Canada, the United States and Mexico. 
The UCC resolution said the agreement as currently formulated lacks protection 
for rights of workers, fails to meet health and safety concerns and contains 
provisions that would harm small businesses. 


In resolutions, the Disciples also called for US diplomatic relations with 
Vietnam and Cuba, legislative efforts to end the Cuban trade embargo and 
Mational health care. UCC resolutions urged Israel to end its ban on travel 
to East Jerusalem by residents of the West Bank and Gaza, called for 
international pressure to promote peace and human rights in Sri Lanka and 
encouraged churchwide study of "the relationships and interdependence between 
humans and animals from a Christian perspective". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.36 
Faith and Order director assesses Santiago 


GENEVA (EPS)--Achievements of the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order 
in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, 4-13 August demonstrated the value of such 
events, according to Faith and Order Director Glinther Gassmann. 


"I had very realistic expectations", he said in an interview (23 August) in 
his Geneva office. "I did not expect great breakthroughs or completely new 
visions or the solutions of major problems. I knew our present ecumenical 
situation would not allow this. But I am pleased the conference was able to 
come to some common positions beyond what had been achieved before." 


In a press briefing at the beginning of the conference, Gassmann suggested 
that world conferences could no longer play the role of important historical 
markers as they did before international gatherings became so common. But in 
the interview looking back, he said he had perhaps become more optimistic 
about their potential. 


Santiago de Compostela, the fifth in the series of world Faith and Order 
conferences beginning with the 1927 conference in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
should not be the last, he said. But while the 30 years since the Fourth 
Conference in Montreal may be too long, he said, another one in ten years, as 
someone had proposed, would probably be too soon. 


Although a breakthrough on an issue such as eucharistic sharing was not 
possible because of the known positions of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches 
on requirements for such a step, Gassmann said, a significant achievement of 
Santiago de Compostela was giving explicit recognition to the fact that some 
"illegal" eucharistic sharing occurs now, and therefore adding urgency to 
efforts at resolving the problem. 


Gassmann said another achievement of the Fifth Conference was putting the 
issue of primacy in the church, or the papacy, directly on the Faith and Order 
agenda. "Obviously, we have now come to a moment where many people are 
thinking we can no longer ignore this difficult issue", he said. 


On the question of women’s ordination, Gassmann said, the conference went 
beyond previous statements that churches which have made different decisions 
should respect each other’s positions, and said they should also take into 
account each other’s experience and arguments as they consider the issue. 


The conference gave broader confirmation to a consensus that had already 
received some expression in regard to omitting the "filioque" (Latin for "and 
the Son") in recitation of the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. An addition 
of the Western Church, it has found objection in the East not only on 
theological grounds but also because of the unilateral action of the West in 
adding it. 


At Santiago de Compostela, Lutheran theologian Wolfhart Pannenberg proposed 
that the West drop the filioque, and a report of one of the four sections into 
which delegates divided for much of their discussion suggested reciting the 
creed "without later additions that were unilaterally introduced". Gassmann 
said he heard no one object to Pannenberg’s proposal, though churches were 
reluctant to make an official decision about it. 


The director acknowledged that the conference brought some critique to the 
traditional way Faith and Order has worked. There were charges that it had 
been too elitist, centred on a relatively small group of people with something 
like a club atmosphere and operated in a European-North American style too 
academic and remote from the life’of the churches. 


"There is some truth in that", Gassmann said. "But the affirmation of Faith 
and Order at the conference was stronger than the critique. In the reports 
of the sections there is little critique of Faith and Order, but more of the 
churches for not receiving the results of Faith and Order’s work into their 
life". 


The director also found affirmation at Santiago de Compostela that "Faith and 
Order must remain an essential actor in the ecumenical movement" and that it 
has "something specific and important" to contribute. [over] 
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Gassmann put much of his reflection on the conference in the form of "yes 
but". Most of the people who have been working with Faith and Order are happy 
about relating it more closely to the issues considered under the heading of 
Life and Work, he said, but they are wary about getting "completely caught up" 
in questions that are the responsibility of other units. 


Much of the discussion at Santiago de Compostela concerned the relation of 
Faith and Order to the World Council of Churches (WCC) programme on Justice, 
Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC). Gassmann said Faith and Order was 
satisfied with this relationship, but that it would not become the totality 
of what Faith and Order had been doing in its "Church and World" studies. 


The critique of Faith and Order involved an insistence that it broaden its 
methodology to pay more attention to the context of life in the world, and not 
just study issues of sacraments, creeds and church order as isolated 
questions. Gassmann said "yes" to the general concept of broadening, but 
cautioned that Faith and Order had to be clear about "not taking over the 
whole World Council agenda". 


Gassmann said he was sceptical of a proposal made by WCC General Secretary 
Konrad Raiser at the conference that Faith and Order try again some of the 
contextual methods it used in the 1960s. Faith and Order found that when the 
truth to be gained from a specific area or context was put into sentences the 


flavour of the local situation got lost, Gassmann said. "They use stories, 
but when you ask for the truth from the stories, you are back to theoretical 
sentences saying things which we perhaps knew before", he said. "If we can 


find a way of combining a report with a number of narrative illustrations, it 
may be possible". 


Some people in the Faith and Order movement came to Santiago de Compostela 
with questions about Raiser’s general attitude to Faith and Order, and about 
the strength of his commitment to its specific tasks. Gassmann said there 
turned out to be "less tension than one might have expected". In the "but" 
clause he added, however, that "in the detailed working out of positions there 
may be certain difficulties". 


Gassmann said Raiser had suggested to him that Faith and Order might have 
joint consultations with the Justice Peace and Creation unit occasionally on 
specific topics, but was not pushing for Faith and Order to become "the 
theological branch of JPIC". 


A group of "younger theologians" were invited to the Faith and Order 
Conference as a means of developing a new generation of leadership, and they 
had some meetings separately. Gassmann said he found it encouraging that they 
affirmed the necessity of thorough theological work, and did not use the 
clichés about the churches needing action rather than academic exercises. 


Regarding the structure of the conference, the director agreed with others who 
had said too much time was spent hearing papers and not enough in group 
discussion. This happened, he said, partly because of a need to have many 
constituencies represented among the speakers and partly because speakers 
tended to make much longer presentations than requested. Even when they were 
given quite precise guidelines in terms of number of pages of typing of 
specified spacing, they would far exceed their allotted time, he said. "But 
that always happens, and we should learn from that", he said. 


"What is important for me is that the World Conference has confirmed what has 
been done by Faith and Order in these past ten years", Gassmann said. "It was 
a highlighting of this work and an encouragement to continue". 


Gassmann, Faith and Order director for the past ten years, will retire next 
August. His immediate tasks included getting out a shorter, perhaps 100-page 
report containing the conference message and section reports to WCC member 
churches, participants and others. Then, a longer, perhaps 300-page report 
containing those materials and the conference papers will be issued. 


The Faith and Order Commission, which met the day after the conference ended, 
and the commission’s executive committee, the "standing commission", which met 
the following day, did not have time to set priorities for future work, 
Gassmann said. But he said that would be done at a standing commission 
meeting in January. A new director of Faith and Order is expected to be named 
soon, and the designee will be drawn into the planning process, he said. [EPS] 


EPS 93'.08.37 
WCC guarantees bus for Cuban churches 


GENEVA (EPS) --The World Council of Churches (WCC) agreed to act as a guarantor 
that a school bus the US Pastors for Peace Caravan wished to take to Cuba 
would be given to a church. 


WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser authorized Angelique Walker-Smith, a 
minister of the National Baptist Convention Inc., USA, and a WCC Central 
Committee member, to provide the guarantees and to accompany the caravan. 


Walker-Smith, interim executive director of the Church Federation of Greater 
Indianapolis and host of a television programme, also participated in press 
conferences the group held along the way. 


The caravan, which included some 300 people carrying 100 tons of humanitarian 
aid for Cuba, arrived at the US border town of Laredo 25 July. US government 
officials approved the aid shipment, but seized a yellow school bus as a 
violation of the Cuban embargo. The bus, held in the US Customs Export Lot 
near the bridge over the Rio Grande River that serves as the US-Mexico border, 
was being taken as a gift for the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Havana. 


On 29 July, 14 people began a fast to protest the holding of the bus, and nine 
were still fasting when government officials agreed 20 August to let it be 
taken to Cuba. 


Lucius Walker, a former executive of the US National Council of Churches who 
directs the New York agency, Interreligious Foundation for Community 
Organization (IFCO), headed the Pastors for Peace project, which is based in 
Minneapolis. 


When the US Office of Foreign Assets Control asked him to submit a request for 
a license to ship the bus, he denounced the action as a "trivialization" of 
the group’s position and refused to sign. 


Signing, Pastors for Peace said, would "validate a policy that causes 
shortages of food and medicine for 11 million Cubans, a position that violates 
international law, US treaty obligations and United Nations protocols". 


"Pastors for Peace does not recognize the right of governments to control 
relations between churches through licensing procedures", the group said. 


However, Walker flew to Washington 19 August for talks with officials of the 
State and Treasury Departments, and was able to work out the final agreement 
under which the government accepted WCC guarantees that the bus would be 
turned over to a church. The aid shipment meanwhile had reached Havana 7 
August. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.38 
Ethnic conflict, natural disasters devastate Zaire breadbasket 


KINSHASA, Zaire (EPS)--The National Executive Committee of the Church of 
Christ in Zaire has called on Protestants to seek an end to the country’s 
dictatorship, and to struggle for restoration of a just political system, 
according to a report by All Africa Press Service (23 August). 


Meeting in the Zaire capital, Kinshasa, 29 July-6 August, the committee dealt 
with an agenda titled "The Socio-Political Crisis in Zaire". 


A declaration issued by the committee reaffirmed its support for "radical 
change" and "a peaceful transition from a dictatorial system to a democratic 
one". Dealing with specific problems of civil servants going without pay and 
children without schooling, the church leaders urged the government to pay 
civil servants regularly and provide education for children at all levels. 


Meanwhile, an August report from Swiss Interchurch Aid (EPER) in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, said food production in North Kivu, a Zaire province important 
to the feeding of all Zaire and neighbouring Rwanda, was being destroyed by 
policies of the Zaire government. 


The report accused the government headed by Zaire President Mobutu Sese Seko 
of manipulating traditional chiefs and provoking ethnic unrest and massacres 
leading to some 3000-6000 deaths and displacement of 250 000 people. [over] 
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Since crops were not harvested and there were no seeds for planting in the 
rainy season that had begun, famine was imminent, the report said. Two 
natural disasters - a volcanic eruption and a hurricane - devastated the 
region in 1992 before the ethnic troubles began. Yet the West was paying 
scant attention, said Swiss Interchurch Aid. 


An ecumenical committee composed of churches and non-governmental 
Organizations (NGOs) was coordinating emergency relief to the area. OXFAM 
distributed food to displaced families, MSF-Belgium donated medicines, and 
EPER provided civic education aimed at restoring peace to the region. 


Working in North Kivu since the volcano and hurricane disasters, the Swiss 
agency planned to set up a cereals and seed bank, and support schools, job 
training and a food distribution project run by women in Goma, a town on Lake 
Kivu and the Rwanda border that is the capital of North Kivu. 


New Africa magazine, a monthly published in London, reported (September) that 
Caritas workers said ina letter to Catholic Bishop Faustin Ngabu of Goma that 
the first killings in the Kivu area occurred 20 March. The Banyarwanda, whose 
area covers parts of Rwanda, Zaire and Uganda, were attacked in the Ntoto 
market that day and elsewhere later. In one attack, all the worshippers at 
a church in Buoyi were killed. 


The attacks reportedly came from members of the Hunde and Nyanga tribes and 
soldiers of the Zairian army. Rwandans in Zaire were accused of planning 
annexation of the region to Rwanda. 


A June report by the information service of the Baptist World Alliance in 
Washington said Baptists in Zaire had told a visiting African leader that 
"pDeace is their greatest need". 


Eleazar Ziherambere, general secretary of the Union of Baptist Churches in 
Rwanda and regional secretary of a 21-country grouping in the All Africa 
Baptist Fellowship, took "a message of sympathy and comfort" from the Baptist 
World Alliance in June. 


He reported people were "in a desperate situation", and had suffered severely 
from soldiers looting in Kinshasa. The Baptist graduate school of theology 
was devastated by looting in January when "more than 300 soldiers with their 
families came to destroy and to pack in big lorries all that was in their 
way". One student was killed. 


The Presbyterian Community of Zaire has called for United Nations intervention 
to end human rights abuses, according to a report from the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) in Louisville, Kentucky. Presbyterians in Zaire "have decided to 
disobey unjust laws and to encourage the liberation of our people from 
oppression", said a statement of Zaire Presbyterians. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.39 
Canadian Anglican apologizes for aboriginal schools 


MINAKI, Ont., Canada (EPS)--Archbishop Michael G. Peers, primate of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, apologized 6 August for the way his church treated 
aboriginal Anglicans in residential schools. 


"TIT am sorry, more than I can say, that we were part of a system which took you 
and your children from home and family", he said in a statement to the 
National Native Convocation in Minaki, Ontario. 


"I am sorry, more than I can say, that we tried to remake you in our image, 
taking from you your language and the signs of your identity". 


Vi Smith, speaking on behalf of other native leaders, accepted the apology, 
and said it was offered by the archbishop "with sincerity, sensitivity, 
compassion and humility". 


"We offer praise and thanks to our Creator for his courage", Smith said of the 
primate. "We know it wasn’t easy." 


Between 1820 and 1970, the Anglican Church administered some two dozen 
residential schools with government funding under the Indian Act. [over] 
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The church’s National Executive Council set up a Residential Schools Working 
Group in 1991 to focus on "reconciliation and healing". And it asked Peers 
to make an apology at some appropriate time. 


Peers made his statement after listening to stories by convocation 
participants about their experience in the schools, and acknowledged that 
students were "abused physically, sexually, culturally and emotionally". 


"I know that I am in need of healing, and my own people are in need of healing 
and our church is in need of healing", he said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.40 
WCC & CEC oppose repatriation of Sri Lanka refugees 


GENEVA (EPS)--The World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC) have asked the Swiss government to stop moves toward 
repatriation of Tamil refugees who are living in Switzerland after fleeing 
ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka. 


A letter to Swiss Minister of Justice and Police Arnold Koller in Bern from 
the WCC and CEC offices in Geneva 10 August said conditions in Sri Lanka "are 
not conducive for the repatriation of refugees". The letter was signed by 
Michael Davies, acting general secretary of the WCC in the absence of Konrad 
Raiser, and Jean Fischer, CEC general secretary. 


"The decade-long ethnic conflict in the North has destabilised the entire 
country, thus rendering the government ineffective in guaranteeing the lives 
and security of the people, particularly those belonging to the Tamil 
community", the WCC and CEC said. 


They said WCC member churches in Sri Lanka and that country’s National 
Christian Council had expressed "Strong reservations" against any measures to 
repatriate Tamil refugees now in Europe. 


A 10 August letter to the WCC from Priyanka Mendis, executive secretary of the 
Justice and Peace Commission of the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka, 
said, "Any claims of normalcy and conditions conducive to the return of 
refugees is definitely untrue, and we would be very grateful if WCC can make 
representations on behalf of the Sri Lankan refugees". 


Mendis said Tamils in Sri Lanka had been facing arbitrary arrest and 
detention, and this had continued in the name of security despite the 
Christian Council’s protest to Sri Lanka President D. B. Wijetunge. 


"The previous experience we have of Indian refugees being repatriated is proof 
that the government of Sri Lanka is in no way committed to or even able to 
cater to returning refugees", he said. 


A "just and peaceful" resolution of the ethnic conflict, the WCC and CEC told 
the Swiss official, should precede any measures for repatriation. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.41 
Catholic/Pentecostal dialogue held in Paris 


PARIS (EPS)--Catholics and Pentecostals discussed "Evangelization and Social 
Justice" at a session of the Roman Catholic/Pentecostal Dialogue in Paris 24- 
31 July. 


Holding the fourth meeting in the fourth phase of the dialogue, both sides 
affirmed its importance as a way of discovering areas of agreement, 
convergence and disagreement, a press release said. 


"Although the two sides prioritize structural social change in regard to 
evangelization differently", it said, "they agree that striving for social 
justice is an important challenge in our times". 


Cecil M. Robeck, Jr. an Assemblies of God minister from Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena, California, and Kilian McDonnell, a Benedictine priest 
from St John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota, served as co-chairmen 
of the dialogue. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.42 
Chinese churches confront difficulties 


HONG KONG (EPS) --Amity News Service, a Hong Kong agency conveying news of the 
China Christian Council (CCC) to the international community, reported in its 
August issue that church leaders in China were confronting internal and 
external problems. 


At a joint meeting of the CCC and the Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM) in 
Shanghai in May, CCC General Secretary Shen Yifan said some churches faced 
factionalism and operated in chaotic ways. He also charged that some church 
workers were unconcerned about the spiritual needs of their people, and that 
in some areas young people were discouraged from taking leadership roles. 


General Secretary Luo Guanzong of the TSPM reported that government cadres 
sometimes interfered in the internal affairs of churches, and home worship 
gathering points in some areas had been closed. 


Committee members also discussed "newly emerging denominationalism", ANS 
reported, amd stressed that differences should be respected in a way that did 
not compromise church unity. 


The interference of cadres in church affairs was protested in the national 
church magazine, Tian Feng. It cited a recent incident of a Sunday service 
with more than 100 participants broken up by cadres of the United Front Work 
Department and police with electric batons. 


A report from the Three-Self Committee of a church in Taiyuan, Shanxi 
province, said property taken away during the Cultural Revolution had not been 
returned despite an ll-year effort to get it back. 


Despite a 1983 order by the city government for return of the property to the 
church, a factory that was using it insisted on remaining in possession. Last 
year, the factory tore down one building without church permission, and turned 
the remainder of the property into a guest house. 


ANS also reported that about 65 000 of the 2 million ethnic Koreans in China’s 
northeastern provinces of Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoning are Christian, and 
23 ethnic Koreans are enrolled in the Northeastern Theological Seminary in 
Shenyang. Wu Ai’en, an ethnic Korean pastor in Shenyang, reported that Korean 
and Han Chinese congregations usually remain separate but cooperate and assist 
one another. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.43 
McGilvray dies at 82 


COCKERMOUTH, England (EPS) --James C. McGilvray, who served from 1968 to 1976 
as the first director of the World Council of Churches’ Christian Medical 
Commission, died 6 August at the age of 82. He had been living in High 
Lorton, Cumbria County, England, and died at the home of friends in 
Cockermouth, Cumbria. 


McGilvray was born and educated in the United Kingdom, and began his career 
as hospital superintendent for the Christian Medical College in Vellore, 
India. Later, he worked as a hospital administrator in the United States, and 
then in the Philippines organized the first agency for coordination of 
planning and action of church-related health programmes. 


Returning to the United States, McGilvray conducted a world survey of church- 
related medical programmes. He used its findings to critique existing 
approaches and help develop the concepts of primary health care propagated at 
the 1978 meeting of the World Health Organization in Alma Ata, Kazakhstan. 


McGilvray retained his devotion to the work of the Christian Medical 
Commission during his retirement years, and contacted current staff only a few 
weeks before his death to express his interest as the Commission reached its 
25th year. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.44 
Women demand punishment of rape as war crime 


MANNDORF, Switzerland (EPS)--Participants in the European Women’s Summer 
Academy called for recognition of rape as a war crime under the Geneva 
Convention, and demanded the inclusion of women in the official bodies dealing 
with war crimes in the former Yugoslavia. 


The Academy is held each summer by the Evangelical Centre Boldern in Manndorf, 
near Zurich, Switzerland, and was co-sponsored this year by the Ecumenical 
Forum of European Christian Women, an agency formed in 1982 as an outgrowth 
of relationships established during the Second Vatican Council (1962-65). 


Normally held only for Swiss women, the Summer Academy this year drew more 
than 100 women from 15 countries, including eight women from Serbia, Croatia 
and Bosnia. In lectures, discussion groups and workshops, the women dealt 
with the theme, "Women’s Identity and Multicultural Society in the New 
Husope ". 


"We are impressed that women from Serbia, Croatia and Bosnia will not let 
themselves be divided in spite of the war between their peoples", participants 
in the Summer Academy said in a statement issued at the conclusion of their 
week together 7-14 August. "They stand up for women’s and human rights and 
try to heal the physical and psychic wounds caused by war, violence and 
hatred." 


The statement also demanded a separate article in the Geneva Convention 
declaring rape a war crime and enactment of this article into the law of 
signatory states. 


The women demanded further that a majority of the individuals named to the 
Expert Commission on War Crimes in the Former Yugoslavia and of the judges for 
the tribunal be women, and that witnesses be heard by women civil servants in 
closed session. ' 


However, Marguerite Wieser, Ecumenical Forum coordinator for French-speaking 
countries, said in a 24 August interview that reports to that point indicated 
no women were being placed on the commission or the tribunal. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.45 
Congo council denounces nation’s violence 


BRAZZAVILLE, Congo (EPS) --Violence that rocked the capital city of Brazzaville 
in July was condemned by the Ecumenical Council of Christian Churches in the 
Congo during an ecumenical service, according to a report by local journalist 
Raymond Bitemo. 


The service was held in Brazzaville 15 August, the 33rd anniversary of 
national independence, and was attended by President Pascal Lissouba and other 
government officials. 


The Council statement, broadcast by state-owned media, deplored flouting of 
the nation’s constitution and law, erection of barricades, distribution of 
arms to the contending presidential and opposition forces, incitement of 
tribal hatred and destruction of national resources. 


Declaring that the Council was not attached to any political party, its 
statement condemned militants for an attack on a compound of the Evangelical 
Church of the Congo. The president of the church and several other members 
were forced to flee after their homes were looted. 


Calm returned to the capital after the signing of agreements 26 July and 4 
August. The Ecumenical Council of Christian Churches expressed hope that the 
accords might help heal the deeply torn social fabric, and it called for 
Congolese to be reconciled with God and one another so that "peace, unity and 
credibility may be recovered". [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.46 
Aid convoy reaches Liberian feeding centres 


GENEVA (EPS)--A convoy carrying aid from several humanitarian agencies went 
into territory held by the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 13 August. 


According to a report by the Lutheran World Federation (19 August), the convoy 
carried food for six feeding centres set up by Médecins-Sans-Frontiéres/ 
Belgium. 


Jim Mason, Monrovia representative of the Lutheran World Federation Department 
for World Service, one of the participating agencies, reported that the convoy 
delivered food sufficient for one week, and plans for future weekly deliveries 
were being made. The convoy carried 15 tons, and other trucks took an 
additional 10 tons for distribution to villages along the way. 


Brian Neldner, director of LWF World Service, said in Geneva that negotiations 
to arrange the convoy involved the United Nations Department for Humanitarian 
Affairs, non-governmental organizations and the parties concerned. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.47 
Raiser urges Namibian unity 


GENEVA (EPS) --General Secretary Konrad Raiser of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) encouraged moves toward church unity in Namibia as a means of furthering 
unity in the nation. 


In a message to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia on the occasion of 
its 15th synod 5-9 September, he noted that Lutheran churches in Namibia had 
been seeking greater unity. 


"I should like to encourage you in your efforts to overcome the divisons of 
the past", Raiser wrote. "In growing more closely together the churches will 
make a significant contribution to the unity of the Namibian people". 


The general secretary also recalled that the WCC "tried to be in solidarity 
with you" during the years of struggle for independence. "Today, the World 
Council of Churches wants to stand by the churches of Namibia as you assume 
your responsibilities in the building up of your nation and the pursuit of a 
just society with equal opportunities of education and development for all", 
he said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.48 
Aagaard named to Bible post 


COPENHAGEN (EPS) --Morten Aagaard, a teacher at Rénde Folk High School and a 
staff member at the Dialogue Centre in Aarhus, has been named general 
secretary of the Danish Bible Society, according to a report by Church News 
from Denmark (July-August). He will succeed Niels Jorgen Cappelorn, who has 
been appointed director of the new Kierkegaard Institute at the University of 
Copenhagen. Aagaard is the son of World Council of Churches President Anna 
Marie Aagaard and Johannes Aagaard, both professors. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.49 
Kenya council chooses new secretary 


NAIROBI, Kenya (EPS) --The National Council of Churches of Kenya has appointed 
Mutava Musyimi, minister of the Nairobi Baptist Church, as its new general 
secretary, All Africa Press Service reported (16 August). Sam Kobia, a 
Methodist minister who has held the office since 1987, has been named to a 
Geneva post as executive director of the World Council of Churches unit on 
Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III). Council Chairman George Wanjau of the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa said Musyimi was chosen by the executive 
committee upon the recommendation of a committee headed by Anglican Bishop 
Henry Okullu of Maseno South Diocese. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.50 
Francophone Reformed hold symposium in Dakar 


GENEVA [EPS]--Representatives of francophone member churches of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) gathered in Dakar, Senegal for a 16-22 
August symposium on "Church, Power and Democracy", according to a release 
issued from WARC headquarters in Geneva as the symposium opened. 


The release, by symposium coordinator Philippe B. Kabongo-Mbaya, said 
participants attempted to determine how Protestant churches, and specifically 
those of the Reformed tradition, might offer a political witness. They 
gathered in awareness that the churches, and particularly the Roman Catholic 
bishops, are playing a decisive role in the current political transformation 
of Africa and Madagascar, 


A fundamental premise was that if Reformed churches are to fulfil this 
mission, it should be on the basis of their "original convictions and 
historical founding principles". 


Designed to promote greater understanding between participants, the symposium 
might encourage a deeper, more critical, awareness of what is at stake in the 
current transition to democracy, the symposium organizers said. Further, it 
might articulate values that Protestantism has traditionally contributed to 
the edification of responsible societies, based on law and freedom, they said. 


The meeting was also designed to review the involvement of churches and 
Christians in the current changes and identify genuine "evangelical 
faithfulness in the midst of contradictions, including opportunism and 
political careerism". 


Beyond these specific objectives, the organizers hoped to counteract the 
"temptation to despair" sometimes encountered in respect to Africa and African 
societies. [EPS] 


EPS 93.08.51 
WCC staff says farewell to its deputy general secretary 


GENEVA (EPS) --Staff at the Ecumenical Centre gathered on 30 August to pay a 
farewell tribute to Todor Sabev, who is retiring after 12 years as Deputy 
General Secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


Born in Ostretz, Bulgaria, in 1928, Sabev graduated in 1951 from the 
theological academy of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church in Sofia, where he 
specialized in church history and ecumenical theology. From 1954-1979, he 
taught church history, first at his church’s theological seminary in Plovdiv, 
then at the academy in Sofia, where he became a full professor in 1966. In 
1974 he founded an institute of church history and archives in Sofia. 


For the past thirty years Sabev has been involved in ecumenical work on the 
national, regional and global levels. He was vice president of the Bulgarian 
Orthodox Church’s ecumenical department from 1971-79, active in preparing a 
new edition of the Bible which was accepted by all the country’s churches and 
was a member of his church’s theological commission for bilateral dialogues. 
He helped to organize several WCC meetings in Bulgaria, and facilitated study 
in Western Europe for many young Bulgarian theological students. 


Sabev attended the WCC’s world conference on church and society in Geneva 
(1966) and its Fourth Assembly in Uppsala (1968), where he was elected to the 
Central and Executive Committees. He also served on the Council’s commissions 
on inter-church aid, refugee and world service (1969-75) and churches’ 
participation in development (1976-79). 


Joining the Geneva staff in 1979, Sabev was deputy general secretary and staff 
moderator of the programme unit on faith and witness until January 1992, when, 
under a new WCC structure, he became deputy general secretary for 
relationships, giving particular attention to the WCC’s relations with the 
Roman Catholic Church, Orthodox churches and Christian World Communions. 


Sabev has written more than 400 books and articles on church history, 
Orthodoxy, Slavic Christianity and ecumenism. While in Bulgaria he served as 
editor of the ecclesiastical journal Tzarkoven Vestnik. His 1968 book on The 
Question of the Church Calendar prepared the way for common celebration of 
Christian feasts within and outside the Orthodox church in Bulgaria [EPS]. 


lo 26 il 
JMENICAL PRESS SERVICE | hy 


at 
eid 
x 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Phone: (43°22) 79165 15 Fax: (41-22) 798 13 46 Telex: 415 730 OIK CH __ Interim Editor: Tracy Early 


Year/Issue: (60/24) 


an 


regs ae : Month/Date: (09/22) 
cor’ 2 Bran. 
FOR THE PERIOD 1-30 SEPTEMBER 1993 

WCC executive committee looks to "Jubilee" Assembly S98 r 0S Se 
Raiser: WCC will show solidarity with South Africans ye 
wcc calls PLO-Israel accord welcome but no guarantee 54 
Catholic edition of NRSV announced #55 
Swedish agency aids Somali civic renewal 1256 
PCR Special Fund income increases eel 
Swedish archbishop voices ecumenical commitment .58 
Taiwan church official sentenced for newspaper boycott noo 
Synod acts against Jerusalem patriarch .60 
WCC & CEC write Bonn on Syrians whoo 
Geneva conference asks protection for war. victims 62 
Gatherings mark Parliament of Religions centennial .63 
Leaders of lay centres hold first world convention .64 
Thessaloniki appoints first woman to theological faculty 365 
Theological lecturers meet in Greece .66 
Indian church leaders appeal for Dalit rights 567 
WCC general secretary visits Billy Graham 68 
Dakar conference focuses on African challenges ~- 69 
CLAI secretary cites role of Pentecostalism -70 
Pacific conference develops indigenous ties ave 
World Baptists meet in Zimbabwe ayia 


Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
founcil of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
those of the WCC or the partners. 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 60 / Issue 24 


SHOPTALK 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 UK pounds; 
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310 French francs; 310 Swedish kronor; or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
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RRKKRKKKKEKEKKRKKEESE 


Forthcoming major WCC meetings: 


20-28 January 1994: Central Committee, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


HHEKKEHEEE 


Acting in Faith, a new 29-minute colour video on the WCC, is now available for purchase at a 
special introductory price. It was produced only in English and intended particularly for the United 
States, but some people may find it useful for introducing the Council to other English-speaking 
audiences as well. It can be ordered (in NTSC) from the World Council of Churches office in New 
York (475 Riverside Drive, Room 915, New York, N. Y. 10115) for US$ 10, plus $ 2.90 postage 
and handling, until 31 December, and thereafter for $ 29.50. It can also be obtained (in VHS/PAL) 
from the Swiss headquarters of the WCC (Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland) for SF 17.50, 
plus postage, and after 31 December for SF 35. For further information on the film, see EPS 
93.08.10. 


KRHHEKKHEX 


Tracy Early’s service as interim editor concludes with this issue. 


KHHHHKHKEEE 


EPS, 93)..09..52 
WCC executive committee looks to "Jubilee" Assembly 


SIGTUNA, Sweden (EPS) --The theme of the next Assembly of the World Council of 
churches (WCC) should centre on the concept of "Jubilee", members of the WCC 
executive committee agreed at a meeting 14-20 September in Sigtuna, Sweden. 


Their proposal will be presented to the central committee, the WCC’s top 
policy-making body between assemblies, at its meeting 20-28 January in South 
Africa. 


The next assembly, the eighth, is scheduled for 1998, the 50th anniversary of 
the 1948 founding of the WCC in Amsterdam. The Jubilee concept is taken from 
the Old Testament reference in Leviticus 25, which commands observance of each 
seventh year as a sabbath year and then a special observance after seven 
sabbath years. Verse 10 says: 


"And you shall hallow the fiftieth year and you shall proclaim liberty 
throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you: 
you shall return, every one of you, to your property and every one of you to 
your family" (New Revised Standard Version). 


The executive committee asked that the WCC staff prepare a document on 
biblical and theological dimensions of the Jubilee concept for use by central 
committee members. And it asked staff to bring specific suggestions to the 
next executive committee meeting about how the theme might be developed in the 
actual programme of an assembly. 


In considering possible sites of the 1998 Assembly, the executive committee 
received a report on invitations that have been received and visits by William 
Perkins, a staff consultant, to see facilities available at each place. 


The programme sub-committee suggested that attention focus on four 
possibilities: Amsterdam, Harare (Zimbabwe), a Latin American location or some 
location enabling the WCC to meet in an Orthodox context. But the decision 
was left to the central committee. 


Work of the executive committee consists largely of reviewing programme work 
of the WCC rather than making policy statements or issuing resolutions. But 
because of the widespread interest in the recent PLO-Israel accord, a 
resolution welcoming the agreement was adopted. 


While calling the agreement an important breakthrough, the executive committee 
warned that it did not ensure peace or guarantee justice, and that many issues 
remained for negotiation (see story in this issue: EPS 93.09.54). 


The executive committee approved grants from the Special Fund of the Programme 
to Combat Racism, but followed its standard policy of delaying a public 
announcement of the recipients until WCC member churches had been notified. 


Similarly, announcement of staff appointments made by the executive committee, 
including editors of One World magazine and the new Ecumenical News Service 
being established, was delayed until those appointed were all notified. 


The committee devoted a major block of time to a review of the Fifth World 
Conference on Faith and Order, held 4-13 August in Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain. This included a report by Faith and Order director Gunther Gassmann 
and pointed critique as well as expressions of appreciation by several , 
committee members. The discussion continued a long-standing debate on the 
proper relation between the WCC and Faith and Order as a programme and as a 
movement embracing Roman Catholics and others outside the WCC constituency. 


WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser, who gave one of the conference addresses, 
particularly criticized several aspects of the conference, including what he 
described as excessive concern with keeping to "Faith and Order agenda" and 
a lack of time for participant response to the many papers presented. "We 
lost a great opportunity", he said. 


Armenian Archbishop Aram Keshishian, moderator of the central and executive 
committees and also a speaker at the Faith and Order Conference, said the 
issue of whether Faith and Order belonged to the WCC was a serious question. 
"Faith and Order’s movement character should be maintained, but 
institutionally it is part of the structural reality of the World Council of 
Churches", he said. That reality was not expressed in the arrangements made 
for participation of WCC leadership in the conference, he said. [over] 


executive committee/2 


Gassmann replied that the WCC leadership was assumed to be so much a part of 
the gathering that special arrangements for their involvement were not 
required. 


The executive committee also heard a report by WCC youth secretary Peter Brock 
on the Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students (EGGYS) 10-26 July 
in Mendes, Rio de Janeiro state, Brazil. Evaluation of this event centred on 
the question of what the next steps might be in development of church, and 
particularly WCC, programmes for youth. Raiser noted that it was an evident 
reality that youth were not following the path of ecumenical commitment that 
older leaders of the ecumenical movement had travelled, and said that efforts 
should be made to get beyond deploring this reality and begin assessing what 
new approaches could be pursued. 


Reviewing WCC finances, the executive committee got a generally positive 
report. Its finance sub-committee said 1993 figures showed income at a level 
that "encourages us to hope that it will be at or slightly over budget for the 
year, despite indications from some churches that they will be unable to 
continue current levels of contribution". 


The executive committee approved a reorganization of the Office of Income 
Coordination and Development (OICD) and heard reports that it will increase 
emphasis on seeking contributions from member churches that have been giving 
little or nothing, and possibly will undertake a campaign to raise capital 
funds in connection with the WCC’s 50th anniversary. That campaign would be 
centred in Europe and separate from the Ecumenical Development Initiative that 
is based in New York and has already begun seeking endowment funds for the WCC 
and the US National Council of Churches. 


Ginter Rath, who has succeeded Midge Béguin-Austin as OICD director, said an 
increased effort will be made to seek funding in Asia and to develop 
relationships there. 


A tentative schedule for the central committee meeting was reviewed and given 
general approval, But questions were raised about the value of a proposed 
session on population questions looking toward the population conference the 
United:;Nations.planjito -hold: -inwiGaive siny 1995. Some executive committee 
members said the WCC and its member churches had not done sufficient 
background work on population issues for a central committee session to be 
useful. 


Some members also noted that the WCC included churches with such diverse views 
that it could make only a limited contribution to the UN conference. But a 
proposal to send a small WCC delegation, at least half of its members women, 
to the UN conference was accepted. 


In other actions, the executive committee: 

- accepted an invitation from the Aboriginal and Islander Commission of the 
Australian Council of Churches to make a pastoral visit to Australian 
aboriginal and islander people. 


- approved guidelines for the WCC’s Ecumenical Team Visits to various 
churches, countries, areas or groups, and for WCC staff visits to member 
churches. 


- discussed WCC-Roman Catholic relationships, with the general secretary 
emphasizing that they should include national and local experience rather than 
focus exclusively on Vatican ties. 


For one afternoon and evening (17 September), executive committee members went 
to Uppsala for a programme enabling them to gain a deeper acquaintance with 
church life in Sweden. They were welcomed to the Uppsala Cathedral by Gunnar 
Weman, installed this past April as archbishop of the (Lutheran) Church of 
Sweden, and given dinner at his residence. These events had an added 
significance for the visitors because the cathedral and residence were those 
of Nathan Sdéderblom, initiator of the 1925 Stockholm conference that launched 
the Life and Work movement. 


Later, the WCC visitors went to an Uppsala congregation of the Swedish Mission 
Covenant Church, also a WCC member. There they heard presentations on 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic as well as Mission Covenant work in Sweden. On 
Sunday, 19 September, dividing into small groups, they were guests of various 
Swedish congregations. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.53 
Raiser: WCC will show solidarity with South Africans 


GENEVA (EPS) --The World Council of Churches (WCC) will hold its next Central 
Committee meeting in South Africa as a way of demonstrating its support for 
the people there during a difficult time of transition, the Council’s general 
secretary said. 


"It will show the churches and people of South Africa, who are in a painful 
process of liberating themselves, that they are not simply left to themselves 
but that they are surrounded by a worldwide fellowship of churches", Konrad 
Raiser said. 


The Central Committee meeting, set for 20-28 January at the Eskom Conference 
Centre between Johannesburg and Pretoria, will be the first of any WCC 
governing body in South Africa. And no other WCC meeting of comparable 
importance has ever been held there, Raiser said. 


He was interviewed (31 August) at his office in Geneva following a preparatory 
visit 22-29 August to South Africa, where he talked with church and civic 
leaders about both the upcoming WCC meeting and the general situation of the 
country as it moves into a post-apartheid era. 


Raiser, a former WCC staff member who returned in January as general 
secretary, was making his own first visit to South Africa. His strongest 
impression, he reported, was "the stark contrast between the highly developed, 
modern and well-to-do white South Africans and the life of the black 
majority." 


"I have spoken many times about the social and political problems of South 
Africa without having been there, and I could quote the figures about black 
poverty by heart", Raiser said. "But it’s something very different when you 
see it". 


"You may be in an area with modern, highly technological industry such as car 
production, and then in just five minutes you are in a most appalling 
shantytown with cardboard shacks", he said. 


He said any black government would face a severe challenge in dealing with the 
expectations of the impoverished black population. Many blacks anticipate, 
he said, that "immediately their living conditions will change radically, and 
be lifted to the level they have seen the white minority enjoying". 


Raiser, who is German, compared the situation to the expectations of East 
Germans that reunification would quickly give them the West German standard 
of living, but now must face the reality that achieving this goal will likely 
take long into the next century. 


Leaders of the African National Congress (ANC), he said, are well aware from 
the experience of other African countries emerging from colonialism and of 
Eastern Europe after communism that gaining power will not enable them to 
solve all problems overnight. But he said their attempts to express prudence 
and pragmatism put them into "tense relations with their own followers". 


"A black government will, after a short while, be confronted with unrest from 
within the black communities because they will say the government doesn’t 
deliver what they have expected, and what they feel is their right and what 
has been promised", he said. 


Raiser said the business and political leadership of South Africa had made 
more preparation for change than their counterparts in Eastern Europe. South 
Africa has made plans for "transition without total disruption", he said, but 
questions remain about whether the country can maintain its current 
integration in the world market. 


Raiser said that although white conservatives in South Africa still express 
fear of atheistic communism, the significance of the South African Communist 
Party was probably overestimated. 


"The leading minds of the ANC were originally formed within the Communist 
Party", he said. "That is explained by the nature of the struggle and the 
reliance on Marxism as the clearest framework for analysis, as some of the 
Latin American liberation movements have found their intellectual tools in 
Marxist analysis". [over] 


raiser/2 


Raiser said he had been told, however, that the former communists in ANC 
leadership have now "moved away from orthodox communism into a position of 
democratic socialism". That, together with the loss of financial and other 
Support from Eastern Europe, has diminished the influence of the Communist 
Party, he said. 


He also said the atheism taught by orthodox Marxism of Eastern Europe was not 
a factor in South Africa. "Scientific atheism doesn’t enter the head of any 
person in South Africa", he said. Even the radicals speak in the Christian 
language of prayer and praise, and call for prayer in their gatherings, he 
said. 


Raiser’s visit came as the ANC was seeking to deal with reports of torture and 
summary executions in the guerrilla camps it formerly maintained. He said he 
did not know of such acts when he was involved with the WCC Programme to 
Combat Racism during the 1970s, but was "aware that even on the side of 
liberation movements violations of human rights did occur". 


However, the current torture and execution reports do not put in question the 
validity of the WCC grants to the ANC, the general secretary said. "The WCC 
always made it clear that this relationship was a critical solidarity", he 
said. "It was focused on the legitimacy of the struggle, and did not imply 
a blanket identification with all the specific policies of the groups 
receiving grants". 


The grants, Raiser said, were always for specific purposes, such as support 
of refugees and social programmes, and "no evidence has been produced that any 
of the money was ever used for purposes other than those for which it was 
given". 


Noting that similar reports of abuses had previously come from the Namibian 
group, SWAPO (South-West African People’s Organization), Raiser said the ANC 
was "the first of the liberation movements that has followed up these reports 
and rendered the findings of the investigations public". ANC handling of this 
issue, he said, demonstrates its "responsibility and maturity". 


In regard to the lack of democratic experience among the majority population 
of South Africa, Raiser said that he found educational efforts to overcome the 
problem underway. "We talked with a team of church workers in Cape Town who 
were engaged in this effort with seriousness and determination", he said. 


Raiser said, however, that another problem confronting black leaders was the 
growth in the black community of conservative evangelical and Pentecostal 
churches that teach members it is wrong to get involved in secular politics. 


Many of their members will therefore probably not register to vote, he said, 
or perhaps not go to the polls if they do register. "We were told that in 
some black townships these groups were up to forty per cent of the 
population", he said. 


While in South Africa, Raiser met with Vice-moderator Johan Heyns and other 
representatives of the (white) Dutch Reformed Church, which left WCC 
membership in the 1960s over the apartheid issue and subsequently became one 
of the harshest critics of Council policies and programmes. "They did not 
discuss their relationship with the World Council explicitly, but they 
mentioned regretfully that they had left the ecumenical fellowship and were 
now trying to reestablish ties", Raiser said. "I think they are serious and 
genuine in their desire to move out of their isolation. There was no open 
criticism of the World Council for its past or present policies." 


He said the church was seeking membership in the South African Council of 
Churches, but the three mission churches - for black, mixed race ("coloured") 
and Indian members - of the white church thought it had not gone far enough 
in expressing repentance for its "sin" and "heresy" in formerly advocating 
apartheid. The white leaders think it is sufficient that they have "corrected 
their theology", he said, and they also must deal with more conservative white 
members who feel any change is a "betrayal". 


Raiser said membership in the South African Council was not required for WCC 
membership, but that relations with it and with the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches would be taken into account if an application for WCC membership did 
come. But he indicated that he did not expect any movement on the issue in the 
near future. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.54 
WCC calls PLO-Israel accord welcome but no guarantee 


SIGTUNA, Sweden (EPS)--The executive committee of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) said it "warmly welcomes" the agreement between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), but warned that the "breakthrough" 
did not ensure peace or guarantee justice. 


In a resolution adopted 16 September, the executive committee warned that the 
concessions required for reaching agreement created "serious, even potentially 
violent divisions" on both sides. 


It also said many significant issues remained to be resolved. Among them, the 
resolution said, were "complete withdrawal of all Israeli forces from all the 
occupied territories, the future of Israeli settlements, the resettlement of 
refugees and the restoration of the full rights of the Palestinian people". 


The resolution also noted that the status of Jerusalem was subject to further 
negotiation. "The principle long advocated by the WCC that the destiny of the 
holy city must be defined through a genuine partnership between followers of 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam has yet to be affirmed", it said. 


Following an exchange of letters of mutual recognition, officials of the PLO 
and Israel came together in Washington to sign an agreement providing for a 
transitional Palestinian Interim Self-Government Authority for Gaza and the 
West Bank. 


The WCC resolution was adopted during a meeting of the executive committee at 
a (Lutheran) Church of Sweden conference centre in Sigtuna, site of an early 
religious and political capital of Sweden. 


Recalling efforts to promote peace in the Middle East ever since the WCC was 
founded in 1948, the executive committee expressed thanks to God "for the 
breakthrough achieved in the present negotiations, and for the wisdom and 
patience of the mediators". 


"Important as it is, however, this agreement does not yet ensure peace, nor 
does it guarantee justice", the WCC said, adding that the key was 
"implementation". 


It expressed confidence that implementation could be successful, but said that 
it would require "exercise of extraordinary political will and imagination" 
by major powers outside the region as well as by the parties directly involved 
in the agreement. 


The WCC called on churches throughout the world to "remain constant in prayer" 
for the peace process and to redouble efforts to assist Palestinians in 
rebuilding their homes and economy. 


Churches were also urged to maintain dialogue with Jews and Muslims as a way 
of helping discover how communities can live together and provide mutual 
support. 


"We reiterate our commitment to the churches and to the peoples of the Middle 
East", the WCC said, "and assure Jews and Muslims who have laboured 
sacrificially for peace of the WCC’s continuing solidarity in this hopeful, 
yet trying time". [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.55 


Catholic edition of NRSV announced 

NEW YORK (EPS) --The US National Council of Churches (NCC) announced that a 
special edition of the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible for Catholic 
readers would be ready 30 September, feast day of the Latin Vulgate 
translator, St Jerome. The NRSV was issued by the NCC in 1990. 


The NRSV: Catholic Edition, with inclusion of the deuterocanonical books and 
arrangement according to the traditional Catholic order, carries imprimaturs 
granted by US and Canadian bishops. It is being published in North America 
by Catholic Bible Press, a division of Thomas Nelson Publishers, and in 
Bangalore, India, by Theological Publications in cooperation with Nelson. 

Nothing will do more to strengthen ecumenical ties, said NCC General Secretary 
Joan Brown Campbell, than "use of the same Bible by faithful men and women". 


[EPS] 


EPS 93.09.56 
Swedish agency aids Somali civic renewal 


UPPSALA, Sweden (EPS) --A church-related Swedish agency is engaged in a major 
programme to build a new civil order in Somalia through "a process from 
below", the agency’s director reported. 


The Life and Peace Institute is beginning with a project to train Somali 
Civilians for service on district councils, and will later prepare people for 
regional councils, director Bernt Jonsson said. Overcoming the current 
conflict situation in Somalia, he said, requires building a new civilian 
society from the ground up. 


Interviewed (17 September) at the Institute offices in Uppsala, Sweden, 
Jonsson said the training was undertaken in response to a request from the 
United Nations and with funding from the Swedish government. 


These programmes are part of a larger Horn of Africa Project that is currently 
the Institute’s largest. Out of a total budget of approximately 11.5 million 
Swedish kroner (US$ 1.5 million) for the fiscal year ending 30 June, the 
Swedish government’s agency for international development provided about 5 
million for the work in Somalia, the director said. 


He said the involvement in Somalia represented a development of the 
Institute’s role, and it wished to make the experience it is gaining there 
available in other areas. 


Jonsson, a former adviser in the Swedish foreign ministry who is active in the 
Mission Covenant Church of Sweden, spoke briefly about the work of the 
Institute at a programme the Swedish member churches of the World Council of 
Churches..(WCC) arranged 17 September in Uppsala for members of the WCC 
Executive Committee. The executive committee was meeting nearby in Sigtuna 
at a (Lutheran) Church of Sweden conference center (see EPS 93.09.52). 


In Jonsson’s presentation to the WCC group, he offered to provide the churches 
with assistance in their efforts to promote conflict resolution in various 
regions of the world if 10-15 churches could agree to contribute US$ 10 000- 
15° 000 each per year. Whereas the major world powers approach conflict 
Situations from the perspective of their own self-interest, churches have no 
"mandate" to serve their self-interest, and so can play a distinctive role, 
Jonsson said. 


The Life and Peace Institute was founded as a result of appeals made at a 1983 
Christian World Conference on Life and Peace in Uppsala. The Swedish 
Ecumenical Council, now being phased out as a new Christian Council of Sweden 
begins work, established the Institute and board members are elected by the 
Council: 


However, the Institute operates as an international body, and board members 
come from Africa, Asia, the South Pacific and North and South America, as well 
as Europe. English was chosen as the basic language for the Institute’s 
publications, which include a quarterly Life and Peace Review, a Horn of 
Africa Bulletin published every two months and special reports. 


Although the Swedish Ecumenical Council gave a symbolic sum for the 
establishment of the Institute, Jonsson said, it has not provided financial 
support for the programme. That has come, he said, from a variety of 
government and non-governmental agencies. In the last fiscal year, he said, 
Swedish church agencies supplied about 10 per cent of the budget, and church 
agencies in other countries another 7-8 per cent. 


The Institute was established as a research agency, designed to serve as a 
resource for peace groups, and does not itself engage in campaigning or 
seeking to pressure governments. Some research is done at Institute offices 
in Uppsala, but much is conducted by scholars in other parts of the world who 
have been commissioned to study particular areas. It has recently 
commissioned a study of human rights in Guatemala, and one on the role of 
religion in the former Yugoslavia. 


A major emphasis of the Institute, Jonsson said, has been study of nonviolent 
conflict resolution. But he also spoke of "conflict transformation", a term 
growing out of a realistic awareness that total "resolution" cannot be 
achieved in some situations, but that ways of "transformation" might be found 
so that people carried on their struggles in nonviolent ways. [over] 
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For the future, Jonsson said, churches concerned about life and peace need to 
focus on North-South issues and the need for a new economic order. The Cold 
War was "in many ways an artificial conflict, a struggle between elites and 
not between peoples", he said. But a genuine conflict between North and 
South, expressed in economic terms, now exists, he said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.57 
PCR Special Fund income increases 


GENEVA (EPS) --Gifts to the Special Fund of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) in 1992 totalled US$ 570 882, according to 
the finance office of the unit in which PCR is based - Justice, Peace and 
Creation. 


The 1992 income was an increase from $525 885 in 1991 and $461 831 in 1990, 
though less than the $603 243 (1989) and $652 602 (1988) of the two preceding 
years. 


Income for PCR’s other activities in 1992 was $1 059 668, up from $1 053 693 
in 1991 and $839 192 in 1990. Figures for income the previous two years were 
$585 830 in 1988 and $1 844 333 in 1989. 


The Special Fund is the source of the grants the WCC began making annually in 
1970 to support groups combatting racism. Because of the controversial nature 
of some grants, they are made only from gifts that come specifically 
designated for the Special Fund to Combat Racism. 


Some donors request anonymity, and Swiss law protects the confidentiality 
rights of people contributing to charities. So the WCC does not disclose the 
names of contributors to the Special Fund. 


Income has mostly been in two categories - government funds from Scandinavia 
and the Netherlands, given through their churches, and smaller contributions 
from individuals, parishes and groups with a special concern for combatting 
racism. Few of the WCC member churches have contributed as churches, though 
some gifts come from denominational agencies. 


A general indication of the source of funds can be seen in the currencies 
received. According to the financial report, the 1992 receipts included 
472 191 Dutch guilders, 277 415 German marks, 222 949 Swedish kronor, 29 800 
Canadian dollars, 15 522 US dollars, 3500 British pounds, 2666 Swiss francs 
and 175 Australian dollars. Donors are mostly in the corresponding countries, 
except that all the Swedish kronor came from Norway, using the WCC’s Swedish 
account as its channel. 


In WCC administration, the Special Fund is handled as one of the "trust and 
project accounts", and these are maintained in US dollars, in distinction from 
the regular WCC budget in Swiss francs. But the exact dollar equivalent of 
the 1992 gifts in other currencies cannot be easily computed because gifts are 
recorded as they arrive, and the rate of exchange varies day by day through 
the year. 


Germany is notable in its support of the Special Fund not only for the total 
amount contributed but also for the strong supportive network of numerous 
group and individual contributors giving small amounts. 


In past years, a major part of the grant money has gone to organizations in 
Southern Africa working to overthrow white minority governments and to 
establish black majority rule. Officials associated with the Special Fund say 
a principal question now is whether donors especially concerned about Southern 
Africa will continue their support as the focus moves to other areas. 


PCR income in 1992 other than that for the Special Fund came in several 
programme areas. Receipts included US$ 444 957 for "race and minority rights 
in the Americas", $125 955 for Southern Africa, $112 823 from "women under 
racism", $48 907 for "indigenous issues and land rights" and $44 587 for 
"racism in Europe". [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.58 
Swedish. archbishop voices ecumenical commitment 


UPPSALA, Sweden (EPS)--The principal concern of the Church of Sweden as it 
marks its 400th anniversary as a Lutheran church is expressed in an 
"Ecumenical Declaration" produced for the occasion, the church’s archbishop 
said. 


Archbishop Gunnar Weman said "evangelical catholicity" was "a part of our good 
heritage", and a heritage he hoped the Swedish Church could use to further 
ecumenical relations between churches emphasizing the "evangelical" side and 
those associated more with "catholicity". 


A series of weekend seminars concluding with a Sunday communion service 22 
August at the Cathedral of Uppsala, Sweden, marked the 400th anniversary of 
the 1593 event determining that Lutheranism would be the confessional basis 
of the Church of Sweden, which then included what is now the Church of 
Finland. 


Rather than celebrate just the Lutheran heritage, the Swedish bishops - in 
consultation with leaders of other communions - prepared the Ecumenical 
Declaration for use as a joint affirmation by representatives of all 
communions at the anniversary service. 


"We - Christians from many churches - give witness to the Word of God and the 
holy tradition of the church and to the ultimate goal of visible unity", the 
statement began. 


Subsequent paragraphs acknowledged guilt for the suffering of humanity, 
recalled the suffering borne by Christ, directed attention to the coming new 
heavens and new earth promised by the Holy Spirit and affirmed the call of the 
church "to be a sign of the world to come". 


In addition to Weman, participants in the anniversary service who signed the 
Ecumenical Declaration included Eastern Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomeos of Constantinople (Istanbul), Cardinal Edward I. Cassidy of the 
Vatican Council for Promoting Christian Unity, Archbishop John Vikstrém of the 
(Lutheran) Church of Finland and Bishop John Hind of Horsham, chairman of the 
Faith and Order Advisory Group of the Church of England. 


The declaration concluded with a prayer: "God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
deepen our faith, strengthen our hope, and keep us in love, so that your will 
be done, unity be restored, creation be healed, and all men and women may live 
in dignity and freedom. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen." 


In an interview in Uppsala (17 September), the Swedish archbishop said Cassidy 
suggested the prayer could continue to serve the churches of the world, 
possibly identified as "the Uppsala Prayer for the ecumenical movement". 


Weman said a book containing the Ecumenical Declaration, sermons delivered by 
himself, Cassidy and Bartholomeos at the service and addresses presented at 
the seminars the two preceding days would be published in Swedish and English, 
and given wide distribution. 


Already, he said, the prayer has been used by Christian participants from 
various communions at a night of interreligious intercessory prayer for Bosnia 
in the Swedish Cathedral of Lund. An offering taken that night was given, he 
said, to assist with the rebuilding of a mosque that had been recently burned 
in Trollhattan, Sweden. 


Weman noted that the Church of Sweden, along with its former Finnish branch, 
was distinctive among Lutheran churches because it maintained an unbroken 
succession of bishops and other parts of the earlier tradition through the 
Reformation. This has enabled the Swedish Church to develop special relations 
with the Anglican and Orthodox churches, and gives it hope that it can serve 
in further ways as a bridge between separated Christians, he said. 


Weman said the Church of Sweden wished to declare its ecumenical message in 
relation to the needs of the world, and recognized the call for the church to 
stand up on behalf of those who suffered. [over] 


weman/2 


The signing of the Ecumenical Declaration by the Ecumenical Patriarch anda 
cardinal was especially significant, he said, against the background of 
conflict between Orthodox Serbs and Catholic Croatians in the former 
Yugoslavia and between the Orthodox and Catholics in parts of the former 
Soviet Union. 


Weman said he planned to make a December visit to the headquarters of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) in Geneva, and all bishops of the Swedish 
Church would visit the WCC and the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) in Geneva 
in early 1994. 


He said that he had been personally marked by the youth programme of the WCC 
during his early years, and wanted to see the Church of Sweden taking an 
active role in supporting WCC efforts on behalf of dialogue among divided 
groups of Christians and cooperation in programmes of aid. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.59 
Taiwan church official sentenced for newspaper boycott 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (EPS)--C. S. Yang, general secretary of the Presbyterian Church 
in Taiwan, and three other participants in a "Newspaper Boycott Movement" are 
appealing prison sentences imposed 29 July by the Taipei District Court. 


An August news release from the Presbyterian Church said the case involved a 
story related to the issue of Taiwan independence in the United Daily News, 
object of the boycott. United Daily News, the release said, is a "loyal 
organ" of the governing KMT Party, and handled the story in a way designed to 
scare voters away from the main opposition party, a supporter of Taiwanese 
independence. 


In addition to Yang, the defendants were Professors Lin Shan-Tien and Lin 
Feng-Ching of the National Taiwan University and Lee Chen-Yuan of the Taiwan 
Medical Association. Each was sentenced to 50 days in prison except for Lin 
Shan-Tien, who was given a heavier, five month sentence. He was an expert in 
criminal law and "should have known better how not to transgress its rules", 
the judge said. 


The news release explained that the story originated with a reporter from 
United Daily News in Beijing asking a ranking government official a 
"Sensitive" question in a "provocative" way. 


Li Rui-Huan, the official, was told that some people in Taiwan were working 
for independence with the support of some Americans, and was asked whether the 
Beijing government would "watch with folded arms" or "use arms" if the "unity 
of the homeland" were threatened. 


He replied that China sacrificed blood to resist Japan, and now would rather 
suspend economic development than lose an inch of land. The United Daily News 
story (30 October 1992) then suggested the Beijing government was ready to 
cause bloodshed in its determination to block Taiwanese independence. 


The news release said the United Daily News lost some 10 per cent of its 
subscriptions as a result of the "Newspaper Boycott Movement", and used its 
"considerable political connections" to push the court case. The defendants 
"have received support from many quarters, including the North American Taiwan 
Professors Association", the release said. 


A "historical note" in the release said that the KMT and the communist 
government of China, despite their tradition of enmity, agree that Taiwan must 
be considered part of China. "In fact, recently these two enemies have become 
increasingly intimate in their mutual opposition to Taiwan independence", it 
said. "Nevertheless, Taiwan is already, in fact, an independendent political 
entity with its own sovereignty, and it is this de facto sovereignty and 
independence which most Taiwanese wish to emphasize". [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.60 
Synod acts against Jerusalem patriarch 


ISTANBUL (EPS)--A synod of Greek Orthodox prelates 30-31 July unanimously 
concluded that Patriarch Diodorus of Jerusalem was "worthy of deposition" for 
intrusion into Australia and other areas outside his jurisdiction. 


The synod declared, however, that "to avoid a more serious breach" it would 
suspend the sentence and grant him "until the coming feast of Christmas" to 
withdraw from those areas and "abandon the destructive actions against the 
authority of"the’'church”. 


Meanwhile, the synod suspended communion with Diodorus and removed his name 
from the diptychs, the list of heads of Orthodox churches whose names are 
recited during the liturgy at the offertory (proskomide) and after the 
consecration of the "holy gifts". 


The synod was convened by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople 
(Istanbul), and attended by other Greék prelates from throughout the world. 


George Tsetsis, a priest who represents the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Geneva, 
Said in an interview (8 September) that Diodorus subsequently wrote a letter 
declining to recognize the validity of the synod deposition but agreeing to 
withdraw from the disputed areas for the sake of peace in the church. 


Tsetsis said the canonical jurisdiction of the Jerusalem Patriarchate was the 
traditional area of Palestine and Jordan, which had some 250 000 Orthodox 
Christians. 


The first offence listed in the official record issued by the synod at the 
Phanar, seat of the Ecumenical Patriarch, was "blatant intrusion" into the 
parish and related institutions of St John in Carlton, Melbourne, in July 
ESOL 


Diodorus acted "in an altogether uncanonical manner outside his competence", 
the synod said, to "protect" a defrocked priest, Ierotheos Kourtesis, and 
accept the parish and buildings as a donation. It said these institutions 
constituted an ecclesiastical entity of the Archdiocese of Australia, which 
is under the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


The synod also objected that two of the Jerusalem patriarch’s bishops, 
Archbishop Hesychios of Capitolias and Archbishop Timothy of Lydda, 
"uncanonically established themselves" at the Australian parish, and in 
collaboration with Kourtesis and another defrocked priest, Basileios 
Kourtesis, engaged in activities against the canonical church. 


A story in the (September) Orthodox Observer, publication of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, identified Timothy as the 
patriarch’s chief secretary, and Hesychios as Diodorus’s representative in 
Australia. 


The synod, its report said, imposed on Timothy and Hesychios "the penalty of 
deposition from the episcopal dignity and reduced them to the rank of monks, 
so as to reaffirm the authority of the sacred canons and to counteract the 
scandal caused to the faithful who have been so gravely harassed". 


"Likewise, the penalty of deposition was imposed upon the clerics Synesios 
Papageorgious, Stylianos Papadopoulos, Christodoulos (Michael) Simitzis and 
Alexandros Papadakis, who have been acting uncanonically in Australia and have 
collaborated with the former archbishops named above", the synod said. 


Writing in Voice of Orthodoxy, publication of the Australian archdiocese, 
Archbishop Stylianos said, "It is the voice of God which has at last spoken. 
Two years of-.misinformation and deceit with regards to the role of the 
Patriarch of Jerusalem in Australia are now sealed with the most formal and 
sacred verdict". 


aie congratulate the entire Greek community, which fought with its church 
against every form of exploitation and undermining of peace, progress and its 
unity", he wrote. 


The report of the synod, signed by Bartholomew and 29 other prelates, said all 
ruling Greek hierarchs of the world, but only Greeks, were invited to 
participate because the synod "had to address a problem which undermines 
exclusively the unity of Hellenism at home and abroad". [over] 
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It said Diodorus was invited, but "sent a memorandum which, characterized by 
a totally secular spirit, constitutes an insult both to the sacred canons and 
to Orthodox ecclesiastical order". 


Diodorus also acted outside his jurisdiction, the synod said, in America and 
in various countries of Western Europe, including Germany, Hungary and 
Portugal, by "approaching various schismatic Old-Calendarists" and others who 
had become "problematic for the church". 


In Greece, the synod said, Diodorus used "Similar destructive tactics" to 
cooperate with Old-Calendarists such as "the self-styled ‘Bishop of Oropos and 
Phyle’ Cyprian", and to establish churches without informing the Church of 
Greece. 


"On this matter, severe written protests and complaints have been addressed 
to him repeatedly by this church", the synod said. "They were, however, 
totally disregarded by Patriarch Diodorus of Jerusalem, who considers himself 
accountable to no.one". 


The synod also said Diodorus exhibited a "scornful and deceitful attitude" 
when the Ecumenical Patriarchate sought to resolve the problems. 


A final item in the list of allegations was interference in the missions of 
the Alexandrian patriarchate in Kenya "so as to divide and harass the 
indigenous African Orthodox". 


In summary, Diodorus was found guilty of intrusion into an alien diocese, 
actions exceeding his’ jurisdiction, "faction and agitation", conspiracy 
against another church and communion with schismatics and heretics. 


The synod concluded by expressing hope that "Patriarch Diodoros of Jerusalem, 
who has unfortunately proved himself totally unreliable, will come once more 
to his senses and so will bring back to the canonical sphere of church 
activity the clerics of the Jerusalem Church who follow him". 


A final paragraph noted, however, that the synod decisions "in no way apply 
to the devout flock" of the Jerusalem Patriarchate or to pilgrims visiting the 
Holy Land. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.61 
WCC & CEC write Bonn on Syrians 


GENEVA (EPS)--The general secretaries of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
and Conference of European Churches (CEC) have asked Germany to delay plans 
for returning Orthodox Syrians to Turkey. 


"Non-ethnic Turks live under precarious circumstances, and the forcible return 
of persons whose allegiance to the Turkish Republic is doubted by the 
authorities is tantamount to surrendering them to further abuses", said Konrad 
Raiser and Jean Fischer. 


In a letter 3 September to German Interior Minister Manfred Kanther in Bonn, 
the church officials said they had been informed that "your government, 
particularly your office, is in the process of making final legal decisions 
causing the forcible return of Christian asylum seekers, mainly of Syrian 
Orthodox origin, to the South-Eastern part of Turkey, Tur-Abdin". 


Raiser and Fischer said the WCC and CEC believe conditions in that area are 
not conducive for the return of Christians. These Christians, the letter 
said, are "children and grandchildren of the victims of or witnesses to the 
series of genocides perpetrated by the Ottoman empire against the Armenians, 
Assyrians, Chaldeans, Greeks and Syriacs (or Syrians)". 


The letter to Kanther also said the massacres were followed by persecution "in 
flagrant violation of the obligations of Turkey under the Treaty of Lausanne 
of 1923" and later conventions and covenants. 


Raiser and Fischer concluded by asking Germany to "defer any forcible return 
of Syrian Orthodox or other Christians to Turkey, pending the establishment 
of guarantees in Turkey of respect for the provisions of international 
treaties on human rights and the provisions of the Treaty of Lausanne of 
2923". [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.62 
Geneva conference asks protection for war victims 


GENEVA (EPS) --An international conference held in Geneva 30 August-1 September 
called for increased efforts to protect victims of war. 


The conference, which drew official representatives from 159 states with 
membership or observer status at the United Nations, was convened by the 
government of Switzerland at the request of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross. 


A conference declaration adopted by consensus affirmed "our responsibility, 
in accordance with Article I common to the Geneva Conventions, to respect and 
ensure respect for international humanitarian law in order to protect the 
victims Of war"; 


The declaration concluded with a call for the Swiss government to convene "an 
open-ended intergovernmental group of experts to study practical means of 
promoting full respect for and compliance with" provisions of international 
law related to war victims and those seeking to assist them. 


Archbishop Paul Tabet, Vatican nuncio to United Nations agencies in Geneva, 
participated in the conference and reported in a subsequent interview (3 
September) that it almost broke up over the issue of applying international 
law to victims of civil war, or conflict within a country. This area, called 
in conference terminology "non-international" conflict, is one that many 
governments feared would lead to the international community interfering in 
their internal affairs, he said. 


After an all-night session of the drafting committee, delegates finally agreed 
to "reaffirm our determination to apply, to clarify and, where it is deemed 
necessary, to consider further developing the existing law governing armed 
conflicts, in particular non-international ones, in order to ensure more 
effective protection for their victims". 


Tabet said the conference also agreed to his proposal to add religious 
personnel and places of worship to a section calling for protection of 
humanitarian workers. That was in the 1977 protocol to the Geneva Convention, 
but for unknown reasons was left out of the initial draft of the proposed 
declaration, he said. 


The conference likewise accepted his proposal to add places to worship to a 
section on protection of cultural property, the archbishop said. 


In an apparent allusion to events in the former Yugoslavia, the conference 
declaration expressed alarm at "the marked increase in acts of sexual violence 
directed notably against women and children", and it reiterated that "such 
acts constitute grave breaches of international humanitarian law". 


To counter these and other violations, conference delegates itemized 12 points 
of action they urged upon all states. 


The first of these was to "disseminate international humanitarian law in a 
systematic way by teaching its rules to the general population, including 
incorporating them in education programmes, and by increasing media awareness, 
so that people may assimilate that law and have the strength to react in 
accordance with these rules to violations thereof". 


Delegates also called for prosecution and punishment of war crimes, and 
encouraged "establishment of appropriate international legal machinery". In 
this connection, it recognized work by the International Law Commission on an 
international criminal court. 


"We reaffirm that states which violate international humanitarian law shall, 
if the case demands, be liable to pay compensation", the declaration said. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.09.63 
Gatherings mark Parliament of Religions centennial 


GENEVA (EPS)--Staff members of the World Council of Churches’ (WCC) 
participated in three gatherings that commemorated the centennial of the World 
Parliament of Religions held in Chicago in 1893. 


Hans Ucko, an executive secretary in the WCC Office on Interreligious 
Relations, addressed two August meetings in India - one at Kanyakumari, on 
India’s southern tip, and the other at Bangalore. 


It was from Kanyakumari that Swami Vivekananda set out on his journey to the 
1893 meeting in Chicago to proclaim an Indian message of mutual respect among 
religions. 


The goal of interreligious relations, Ucko said in an address 10 August at the 
San Thome Centre in Kanyakumari, is not syncretism but learning to "appreciate 
that we are different and probably always will remain so". He said that "our 
unity is not in amalgamating, but in learning to affirm the other". 


Ucko acknowledged that "our religious traditions have often been used as a 
shield and armour against the other". But he said interreligious dialogue 
could enable members of all religions to see that "we share a vision of 
justice and peace, human dignity and fellowship in the midst of our 
diversity". 


The meetingin Kanyakumari was sponsored by the World Fellowship of 
Interreligious Councils, and brought together some 300 invited guests, who 
were mostly Indians but included participants from other countries. 


Another gathering to mark the centennial was held 18-22 August in Bangalore 
under the joint sponsorship of four bodies: International Association for 
Religious Freedom, World Congress of Faiths, World Conference for Religion and 
Peace and Temple of Understanding. 


The meeting took place at a time when memories of the destruction of the Babri 
Masjid mosque in Ayodhya and ensuing Muslim-Hindu conflict were still fresh. 
People throughout the world were asked by sponsors of the Bangalore gathering 
to make 1993 a year of interreligious understanding. 


"We can only tackle the problems of war, poverty, homelessness and the 
environment through a change in the values by which we live", they said. "A 
just and peaceful world requires greater cooperation and trust between 
individuals and nations". 


In an address to the Bangalore meeting, Ucko declared that "tolerance" was no 
longer sufficient. "We need esteem of the other", he said. "We must be able 
to go beyond. We need today a theology of the other. This is the question 
for religions today". , 


The third centennial observance was held at Chicago 28 August-5 September 
under sponsorship of a North American Interfaith Initiative chaired by 
President David Ramage of the (Presbyterian) McCormick Seminary in Chicago. 
This gathering had some 6000-8000 participants, and more than 30,000 attended 
a concluding celebration where the Dalai Lama was a speaker. 


The WCC was represented at this 1993 Parliament by Wesley Ariarajah, a deputy 
general secretary and former director of interfaith dialogue, and by Tarek 
Mitri, another executive secretary of the Office on Interreligious Relations. 


Ariarajah was one of 20 presidents of the 1993 Parliament, and joined other 
leaders who, in their personal capacity rather than as institutional 
representatives, signed a document, "Towards a Global "Ethic" *" it-Caliea’ ror 
nonviolence, tolerance, mutual respect, economic and social justice and 
equality of men and women. 


Several conflicts disturbed the interreligious harmony of the gathering, 
Ariarajah reported. Representatives of the Orthodox churches withdrew because 
of the inclusion of religious groups that did not believe in God or affirmed 
nature religions and other movements further from the mainstream, he said. 
And Jewish organizations withdrew, he said, because of the participation of 
Minister Louis Farrakhan of the Nation of Islam, a US group sometimes 
identified as Black Muslims. In past years, Farrakhan has made a number of 
statements sharply critical of Jews and Judaism. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.64 
Leaders of lay centres hold first world convention 


MONTREAT, North Carolina (EPS)--The first World Convention of Christian Lay 
Centres and Movements was held 5-9 September at the Montreat (North Carolina) 
Conference Centre of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 


It was preceded 30 August-4 September by visits of participants to lay centres 
in various parts of the United States and Canada. 


More than 250 leaders from 72 countries gathered in Montreat under sponsorship 
of the World Collaboration Committee of Christian Lay Centres, Academies and 
Movements for Special Concern, which planned the meeting in cooperation with 
the World Council of Churches (WCC). 


The event, which had "Weaving Communities of Hope" as its theme, involved five 
regional organizations: Association of Christian Institutes for Social Concern 
in Asia, Association of Christian Lay Centres in Africa, Ecumenical 
Association of Academies and Laity Centres in Europe, Collaboration for 
Ecumenical Planning and Action in the Caribbean and Ecumenical Christian 
Association of Retreat and Renewal Centres and Leaders in North America. 


Nico M. P. Peterse, vice chairman of the European group, said a principal 
objective of the convention was "to place the role and contribution of the lay 
movement on the agenda of the institutional churches and the official 
governing bodies, including the World Council of Churches". 


Delivering the keynote address 6 September, World Council General Secretary 
Konrad Raiser emphasized the importance of the laity for the ecumenical 
movement. In contrast to fundamentalism, the ecumenical movement "insists 
that truth can only be recognized in community", he said. 


Outlining the history of the laity movement, Raiser said a period when lay 
people were described as the church’s advocates in the world was followed by 
one that saw them as agents of initiatives for church renewal. 


Now, he said, a new lay movement is conciliar, identifying lay people as 
agents of ecumenical learning. The Montreat convention was especially timely, 
he said, because "the laity have almost disappeared from ecumenical discussion 
nowadays". 


Raiser pointed out, however, that lay movements could have a variety of 
orientations, sometimes directly opposed to each other. They can be 
conservative, fundamentalist and nationalistic rather than supportive of 
democracy, justice and human rights, he said. 


The idea of holding the convention and inviting participants to Montreat came 
from Bill Peterson, a minister who directs the Montreat Centre. With his late 
wife, Elizabeth, he visited many conference and laity centres throughout the 
world. On the opening night, he dedicated the event to his wife’s memory. 


Participants also heard greetings from Cho Seung Hyuk of Seoul on behalf of 
the Asian group, Sipho Masemola of Johannesburg on behalf of the African, 
Knolly Clark of Trinidad on behalf of the Caribbean, Irja Askola of Helsinki 
on behalf of the European and Joann Russell of Stony Point, New York, on 
behalf of the North American. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.65 


Thessaloniki appoints first woman to theological faculty 
THESSALONIKI, Greece (EPS) --Dimitra Koukoura, well known in ecumenical circles 
because of her involvement as adviser or theological reflector at conferences 
of the World Council of Churches, has been, named lecturer for ecumenical 
theological issues in the theological faculty of the University of 
Thessaloniki. Previously employed there at a lower level, she is the first 
woman given formal appointment to the theological faculty. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.66 
Theological lecturers meet in Greece 


KALAMARIA, Greece (EPS)--Theological lecturers from Protestant and Orthodox 
faculties in Central and Eastern Europe met for a seminar 22-29 August in 
Kalamaria, Greece, to consider how churches should respond to the 
"unprecedental radical change of the political system in our countries". 


Although the churches must remain faithful to "their unchanging mission" of 
preaching the gospel of Christ, they must now respond to a unique political 
Situation, a statement issued by seminar participants said. 


"To assist our churches in responding adequately to these challenges, our 
theological education must promote a theological reflection based on our 
tradition and resources, avoiding ready-made answers borrowed from other 
contexts", they said. 


The seminar, which followed similar events for students in 1991 and 1992, was 
sponsored by the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland, with the 
cooperation of programme units of the World Council of Churches (WCC). The 
principal organizers were Kondothra George of the Ecumenical Institute, 
Georges Lemopoulos of the WCC Office of Church and Ecumenical Relations and 
Gerhard Linn of the WCC unit on Life, Education and Mission. Greek Orthodox 
Metropolitan Procopios of Nea Krini and Kalamaria hosted the seminar. 


Participating were Bulgarian, Czech, Hungarian, Latvian, Polish, Romanian, 
Russian, Slovak and Serbian theological lecturers, plus an Armenian currently 
working in the United States but in close contact with Armenia. 


"We reflected upon the situation in Central and Eastern Europe after the 
breakdown of communism to discern the calling of the church in this changed 
socio-political context", their statement said. "Our aim was to identify some 
of the new challenges for theological education and to begin to propose ways 
in which it can better contribute to the witness and service of the church". 


They said the transitional period had produced "a host of social problems", 
including drug and alcohol addiction, prostitution, abortion, crime and lack 
of financial security for the aged. 


"A principal obligation of theological faculties is to build awareness among 
future church workers of the need to seek a broader perspective with regard 
to social problems", the statement said. 


Seminar participants also struggled with the question of the relation of 
Christian faith to national identity. "While we recognize the very positive 
aspect which Christianity has played in the promotion of national culture", 
they said, "we find a tendency in some circles toward triumphalistic and 
chauvinistic nationalism, or national messianism". 


Another concern expressed by seminar participants was "the entry into our 
countries and widespread operation of new religious movements and of 
proselytism". They suggested that ecumenical cooperation could help deal with 
this "invasion". 


The theologians also acknowledged that the churches should engage in self- 
examination to see in what ways their ministry is incomplete and leads to 
members following the new movements. 


Even though the atheistic ideology of Marxism no longer rules in Eastern 
Europe, they said, "new idols such as money, power, property and success" have 
become a challenge to Christian faith. Theological educators should help 
future church workers operate with a "radical change in pastoral orientation", 
they said. 


"The churches must now reach out to the people and not wait for them to come 
to the church", the seminar statement declared. 


Participants also said the "passive attitude of lay people" that became common 
under communist regimes was no longer acceptable for the churches, and the 
laity must be encouraged to become active witnesses. 


"We note with great satisfaction the growing numbers of women who are 
undertaking theological studies and assuming prominent teaching positions in 
theological schools in many of our countries", they said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.67 
Indian church leaders appeal for Dalit rights 


NEW DELHI (EPS)--A delegation of 21 church leaders presented a memorandum to 
India’s President Shankar Dayal Sharma 20 August asking for passage of a bill 
to eliminate discrimination against Dalit ("untouchable") Christians. 


The church leaders asked for an amendment to the Presidential Order of 1950 
that would give Dalits the rights previously extended to other groups. 


"We urge the President of India to use his good offices to move the government 
of India at this opportune time, as we celebrate the 46th anniversary of our 
independence, to ensure prevention of discrimination of Dalit Christians, 
whose minority status requires the government’s protection, by introducing an 
official bill to amend the Presidential Order of 1950", the memorandum said. 


Eliminating this discrimination, it concluded, would "increase India’s 
credibility in international forums and before the people of the world, 
contributing to greater economic progress of India". 


A report on the meeting with the president was given at a press conference the 
following day by Sydney R. Rebeiro, president of the New Delhi YMCA and senior 
vice president of the National Coordination Committee for Scheduled Caste 
Christians. 


The group that presented the memorandum, a press release from the New Delhi 
YMCA said, was "perhaps the most significant and high powered delegation" of 
Christian clergy and lay leaders in India. 


In addition to Rebeiro, it included Bishop Anand Chandu Lal of Amritsar, 
moderator of the Church of North India; Bishop M. Azariah of Madras, Church 
of South India; Catholic Archbishop S. Michael Augustine of Pondicherry and 
Cuddalore; George Pereira, a priest who is secretary general of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of India; James Massey, general secretary of the Indian 
Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge and director of the Dalit 
Solidarity Programme; Sadhona Ganguli, general secretary of the YWCA of India; 
Ipe Joseph, secretary of the National Council of Churches in India; Henry 
Thiagaraj, convener of the Dalit Christian Solidarity Forum, = and 
representatives of other communions and groups. 


The news release explained that the 1950 Presidential Order on protection of 
"scheduled castes" did not make the provisions available to Christians, 
Buddhists or Sikhs. Amendments extended protection to Sikhs in 1956 and 
Buddhists in 1990, but Christian Dalits have not received the benefits given 
to the others. "A study of the atrocities perpetrated against the Dalits all 
over the country reveals that the Dalits of Christian origin suffered most", 
the memorandum to the president said. 


It said discrimination against Christian Dalits violates provisions of both 
the Indian constitution and the Human Rights Declaration of the United 
Nations. It also cited a statement of the Indian Supreme Court in a 1992 case 
that removing protection for those Dalits who changed from Hinduism to some 
other faith would undercut the basic purpose of the legislation. 


Mahatma Gandhi, "the father of our nation", was quoted as declaring that the 
"taint" of "untouchability" would remain for all those in the caste, 
regardless of religion, until it was removed from Hinduism. 


The assertion that Dalits who become Christians thereby become privileged 
persons is "a misconception based on biased views", the president was told. 
Although some upper caste Christians are prominent in institutions such as 
hospitals, 95 per cent of the Dalit Christians live in rural areas and endure 
the same social and economic conditions as other Dalits, the memorandum said. 


"The urban elitist Christian institutions reflect the progress of the converts 
from the upper caste communities and not the reality of rural Dalit people, 
who cannot enjoy the benefits of these prestigious Christian institutions of 
the cities", it said. 


Since 1950, it said, Christians have made numerous appeals for a change in the 
law, and have received many promises of action from government officials, 
including prime ministers. "Yet nothing has happened till now", it said. 
"Already 43 years passed with empty promises, while our people languish in 
deprivation". [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.68 
WCC general secretary visits Billy Graham 


MONTREAT, North Carolina (EPS) --General Secretary Konrad Raiser of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) visited Southern Baptist evangelist Billy Graham 6 
September at his home in Montreat, North Carolina. 


Raiser was in the area to address a conference on lay training centres at the 
Montreat. Conference Centre. of the Presbyterian Church. On, the: ivisit,) to 
Graham, he was accompanied by Jean Stromberg, director of the WCC’s New York 
office. 


In a later interview, Raiser reported that he and Graham had a friendly, 
informal and wide-ranging conversation. Graham recalled his attendance at the 
earlier WCC general assemblies, Raiser said, and talked about many of his 
current activities. He said Graham particularly emphasized the importance he 
was giving to work with university students. 


Raiser said he told Graham that the WCC had been unsuccessful in a number of 
efforts to develop ties with evangelicals, and asked for any thoughts he might 
have about how that might be done more effectively. But he said Graham 
offered no suggestions, and appeared to have little involvement in the 
internal political affairs of evangelical organizations, and remained focused 
rather on his own campaigns and projects. 


An assistant to Graham later expressed hope that WCC efforts to develop ties 
with Graham and other evangelicals would continue, Raiser said. He said he 
also invited Graham to visit WCC headquarters in Geneva whenever he could do 
so. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.69 
Dakar conference focuses on African challenges 


DAKAR, Senegal (EPS)--Representatives from Reformed churches in francophone 
Africa who met 16-22 August in Dakar, Senegal, called for African churches to 
"engage in a process of repentance and of renewing their faithfulness" (see 
BPS 93-08 .50)”. 


Addressing the theme of "Church, Power, Democracy", they said churches in some 
African countries had played a "Significant and sometimes decisive role" in 
bringing about freedom, the rule of law and a just peace. But they said that 
often "we have turned our backs on the Gospel and allowed its values to be 
mocked". 


"We have contributed to the installation and the maintenance of a social order 
based on violence and oppression, on corruption and on fraud", they said. "In 
certain countries, the idolatry of state power, embodied in a single person, 
has even been imposed as a religion with our complicity and our consent". 


The statement was signed by representatives of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (WARC) and of delegations from Cameroon, Gabon, Nigeria, Togo and 
Zaire. Philippe Kabongo-Mbaya of France served as conference coordinator and 
also signed the statement. It was issued in French, and an English 
translation was provided by WARC. 


Although Africa is left outside "the present world order", the statement said, 
"the socio-economic failure of Africa may largely be due to Africans 
themselves". In any case, the Reformed representatives said, Africans should 
be the ones to deploy new strategies. 


The church itself needs reform, they said. "We have often succumbed in our 
churches to the temptation of authoritarianism and of the exclusion of other 
people", they said. "Instead of being a servant church, we have reproduced 
within the church the model of power and the counter-values which dominate our 
societies". 


"It is time for us to engage in a movement of repentance and of renewal in 
order to show forth the values on which our hope is based", they concluded. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.09.70 
CLAI secretary cites role of Pentecostalism 


GENEVA (EPS) --Pentecostalism is the most important religious phenomenon of 
recent years in Latin America, according to the general secretary of the Latin 
American Council of Churches, known from the initials of its Spanish name as 
CLAI (Consejo Latino Americano de Iglesias). 


"The Pentecostal movement is important for CLAI because through these churches 
we are dealing with churches that are basically working with poor people", 
said Felipe Adolf, a minister of the Congregational Church of Argentina who 
has been CLAI general secretary since 1984. "These sectors of the Latin 
American population find in the Pentecostal churches a place where they can 
express their faith". 


Adolf, interviewed 8 September while in Geneva for a meeting of secretaries 
of regional councils, is a native of Argentina, descended from Germans who had 
been in Russia from the 18th century. He served as a pastor in Buenos Aires 
and in Switzerland and worked in lay education in Peru before joining CLAI in 
1979, initially as secretary for the Andean region. 


Latin Americans have to speak of "Pentecostalism" or "Pentecostal churches" 
rather than "the Pentecostal Church", Adolf said, speaking in Spanish through 
an interpreter. Pentecostalism takes a variety of forms, he noted, and some 
Pentecostal churches, like the main Protestant churches, have been established 
by missionaries from outside Latin America. But he said others emerged from 
Latin Americans themselves. 


"Our hope lies primarily with those born in Latin America", he said, "because 
they are close to everything that is happening in society". 


Adolf said Pentecostal churches now constituted about 20 per cent of CLAI’s 
140 member churches, and were bringing new, concrete questions to CLAI. 
"These are the questions the people are asking, and they are as much about 
people’s sufferings as about their hopes", he said. 


"Above all, these churches demand a change in our language", Adolf said. In 
the 1960s and 1970s, he said, much of the ecumenical language in Latin America 
was "more sociological than biblical". 


He said a return to more biblical language did not mean abandoning the 
dialogue with politics, nor a rejection of the "very important contribution" 
of liberation theology. But the churches can continue their engagement with 
social issues without adopting the language of politics and losing their own 
identity, he said. 


Adolf said Latin America as a totality had been culturally as well as 
religiously Catholic in the past, but that the emergence of Pentecostalism 
meant that Latin America no longer had "a single face". The presence now of 
many religious "faces" in Latin America is a new phenomenon, he said. 


CLAI, he said, maintains fraternal relations with the Catholic Church, 
although it does not belong to CLAI, and the presence of Pentecostals in CLAI 
makes many points in the Catholic relationship more delicate. 


The majority of Pentecostals come from a Catholic background, and have little 
interest in ecumenical interaction with Catholics, Adolf said. But he said 
the Pentecostal churches that belong to CLAI were tolerant regarding the 
dialogue with Catholics. 


Adolf said CLAI’s way of observing the 500th anniversary of the arrival of 
Columbus "made us run into a few difficulties with the Catholic Church because 
we had a different historical vision". But he said the history had previously 
been told by the "conquerors", and CLAI considered it important to let the 
"vanquished" - women, indigenous peoples, blacks - tell their stories. CLAI 
will continue with the same emphasis as it follows up on the 1992 observance 
in the coming years, he said. 


CLAI currently has a budget of about US$ 1 million, with most of it supplied 
by European churches and mission agencies, the general secretary said. 


Although Latin America has produced prominent ecumenical leaders such as 
former World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro, it does not 
have a strong ecumenical tradition, Adolf said. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.71 
Pacific conference develops indigenous ties 


GENEVA (EPS)--The Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC) is working to become 
the voice of indigenous Pacific peoples who live in countries outside the 
region currently served by the Conference, its general secretary said. 


Interviewed 1 September while in Geneva for a meeting of regional general 
secretaries, Dick Avi said he would later go to Hawaii for a visit with 
indigenous people there. 


He said they would be invited to send a representative to an upcoming meeting 
of the PCC executive committee on the island of Niue, Polynesia, and then 
possibly offered a permanent seat. 


The Maori Council of Churches in New Zealand was represented at the last 
meeting, and is talking about PCC membership, he said. Some indigenous people 
in Australia have also shown an interest in ties with the PCC, he added. 


The PCC, which has offices at Suva, the capital of Fiji, has 31 member 
churches, including the Catholic Church. Catholic Bishop Patelisio Finau of 
Tonga chairs the executive committee. 


Avi, a native of Papua New Guinea, formerly taught at a theological college 
there, and later established a theological department in the University of 
Papua New Guinea. 


One of his hopes as general secretary, he said, is to see the PCC and other 
regional bodies taken more seriously by the worldwide ecumenical movement. 


He would also like to see the world as a whole pay more attention to what is 
happening in the Pacific. Much of the world seems to regard the Pacific as 
a "dumping area", he said, and "Pacific people reject that". 


Avi said the PCC was giving attention to environmental issues, and wanted to 
encourage others to avoid destroying the capacity of the Pacific to provide 
food and other resources of value to people everywhere. 


Too much development of the wrong kind takes place in other parts of the 
world, and the Pacific has to bear the consequences, he said. There is excess 
exploitation of fish, minerals and forests, and too much land is taken from 
productive use to serve as tourist resorts, he said. 


"In working on this problem, we are not only caring for ourselves", he said. 
"We are caring for the whole world." 


Avi said the issue of nuclear testing in the Pacific was now seen in the 
context of environmental concerns. People of the Pacific think France will 
resume testing, but pray that testing will end, he said. 


The general secretary said the upcoming meeting of the PCC executive committee 
would deal with ecology as well as such issues as the role of women, Catholic- 
Protestant conversations on the sacraments and PCC efforts to move toward 
greater self-support. 


"In many parts of the Pacific, women are often regarded as supporters of the 
church but silent supporters", Avi said. The PCC thinks that the talents of 
women and youth constitute important assets for the future of the church and 
should be more fully utilized, he said. 


He said the Catholic-Protestant conversations would centre particularly on the 
eucharist. The PCC recognizes that Catholics in the Pacific cannot enter into 
eucharistic sharing without approval from Rome, he said, but believes 
discussion among the Pacific churches can contribute to eventual acceptance 
of joint eucharistic celebration. 


Avi said the PCC had a budget of about US$ 400 000 per year, and that European 
and North American churches and agencies provided more than three-fourths of 
that. But he said the PCC would encourage its member churches to work toward 
a greater degree of self-support. 


To provide additional income, the PCC plans to construct a US$ 1 million 
building that will include not only space for its own offices but also some 
rental area. He said he hoped construction could begin in 1994 and be 
completed by late 1995 or early 1996. [EPS] 


EPS 93.09.72 
World Baptists meet in Zimbabwe 


HARARE, Zimbabwe (EPS)--Baptist leaders from around the world gathered in 
Harare, the capital of Zimbabwe, and adopted a "Harare Declaration" committing 
themselves to "prophetic witness that exposes and challenges the sin of 
racism". 


The General Council of the Baptist World Alliance (BWA), meeting 4-9 August, 
made the commitment in approving a document produced by a Special Commission 
on Baptists against Racism. 


This commission, which had former US President Jimmy Carter as honorary 
chairman, was formed by the BWA following the Los Angeles riots last year. 
But the declaration also reflected concern about the racial situation in South 
Africa, ethnic conflicts such as those in the former Yugoslavia, attacks on 
foreigners in Western Europe and related tensions in other parts of the world. 


In a preface, Carter wrote, "The establishment by the Baptist World Alliance 
of the Special Commission on Baptists against Racism can be a major factor in 
bringing to world consciousness the extent of this blight on our common 
laves "Ye 


He also commented that religious people are often guilty of racism, and that 
he had himself grown up in a Baptist church where racist ideas were taught 
from the pulpit. 


"Selected verses from the Bible were often quoted by visiting dignitaries in 
our church to prove that the Almighty never intended for black neighbours to 
be accepted or treated as equals by us God-fearing Christians", he wrote. 


The BWA* Council also tackled the problem of poverty in a two-hour forum 
featuring African speakers. "The powerful nations have taken advantage of 
Africa by taking away her material resources", said Eleazar Ziherambere, 
general secretary of the All Africa Baptist Fellowship. 


Among resolutions adopted by the Council was one on AIDS, calling on Baptists 
to cooperate with efforts to limit the spread of the disease and give 
compassionate ministry to people with AIDS. 


The Council accepted an amendment recommending "a Christian lifestyle and 
sexual values, including the biblical concept of chastity outside marriage and 
fidelity within marriage, as a significant means of limiting the spread of 
AIDS". 


Zimbabwe Vice President Simon Muzenda welcomed the Baptists and expressed 
thanks for the drought relief they had provided. "Baptists spent more than 
US$ 2 million in drought relief programmes here, and local Baptists became 
channels for the international Baptist community to help in keeping 
Zimbabweans alive", he said. 


BWA General Secretary Denton Lotz appealed for greater unity among Baptists, 
and noted that the Baptist community of Zimbabwe, numbering fewer than 
200 000, was divided into four groups. 


New BWA members welcomed at the meeting included the National Baptist 
Convention of Zimbabwe, Baptist Convention of Namibia, Thailand Lahu Baptist 
Convention, Thailand Karen Baptist Convention, Karbi Anglong Baptist 
Convention of India, Nagaland Baptist Church Council of India, Garo Baptist 
Church of India, Fellowship of Baptist Churches of Irian Jaya and the Russian- 
Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist Union. 


The Council meeting was followed (11 August) by the 12th Baptist Youth World 
Conference. The youth gatherings are held every five years, and this was the 
tizraethiiinekirica: 


Romanian Baptist pastor Paul Negrut delivered the opening sermon on the 
conference theme, "Risking all for Christ . . . Our Only Hope". [EPS] 
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Forthcoming major WCC meetings: 


20-28 January 1994: Central Committee, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


KHHHHHKEE 


Acting in Faith, a new 29-minute colour video on the WCC, is now available for purchase at a 
special introductory price. It was produced only in English and intended particularly for the United 
States, but some people may find it useful for introducing the Council to other English-speaking 
audiences as well. It can be ordered (in NTSC) from the World Council of Churches office in New 
York (475 Riverside Drive, Room 915, New York, N. Y. 10115) for US$ 10, plus $ 2.90 postage 
and handling, until 31 December, and thereafter for $ 29.50. It can also be obtained (in VHS/PAL) 
from the Swiss headquarters of the WCC (Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland) for SF 17.50, 
plus postage, and after 31 December for SF 35. For further information on the film, see EPS 
93:08.10. 


KHHEHKEEE 


Correction: EPS 93.09.64, last paragraph, 3rd line, please read Knolly Clarke, and last paragraph, 
4th line, please read Joann Russell of Adelynrood, Massachusetts. 


KHHHKHHHE 


During the remainder of 1993, EPS issues will be published on or about 18 October, 1, 15 and 29 
November and 9 December. Editorial responsibility will be shared by John Newbury and Marlin 
VanElderen of the WCC Communication staff. Our thanks to Tracy Early for his interim service 
during July, August and September. 


. EPS 93.10.01 
Aleksy II of Moscow cuts short US visit 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK (EPS) --Orthodox Patriarch Aleksy II of Moscow cut short a visit to 
the United States and returned home after Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s 
announcement that he was suspending the parliament deepened the sense of 
national crisis. 


News of Yeltsin’s action, taken 21 September, reached Aleksy in San Francisco, 
and he issued a statement the following day urging that all branches of the 
government and all the Russian people "abstain from any actions which, at this 
critical time, could lead to bloodshed and engender civil war". 


The patriarch continued with his schedule, proceeding to Chicago and then to 
New York. But 27 September, he cancelled the appointments of his five 
remaining days and flew to Moscow, saying he felt he had to be with the 
Russian people during a period of such difficulty. He was later reported to 
be engaged in mediation efforts. 


Aleksy came to the United States to help the Orthodox Church in America (OCA) 
launch a year-long commemoration of the bicentennial of Orthodox life in the 
North American continent. The OCA originated in Russian mission efforts and, 
in an action not recognized by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople 
(Istanbul), received autocephaly from the Moscow Patriarchate in 1970. 


The first Orthodox mission was established in Alaska, which was then held by 
Russia but in 1867 purchased by the United States. Retracing the historic 
movement, Aleksy began his US visit in Alaska, with events in Anchorage and 
sites connected with the eighteenth century mission. 


Orthodox history in the North American continent began when eight monks from 
Valaam, Koniev and St Alexander Nevsky monasteries left Valaam, near St 
Petersburg, on Christmas Day in 1793 for a journey that took them across 
Siberia and then by boat to Kodiak, Alaska. 


They reached Kodiak 24 September 1794, and the bicentennial celebration 
launched by Aleksy’s visit will continue with a large number of special events 
climaxing in an observance 24 September 1994 in Washington, DC. 


In cutting the visit short, Aleksy had to cancel scheduled meetings with 
United Nations Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali and US President Bill 
Clinton, evidence of the urgency he felt. 


He also had to miss a formal dinner in New York (28 September), where hundreds 
of prominent religious, civic, diplomatic and business leaders were expecting 
to see him receive an award from the Appeal of Conscience Foundation. 


This agency was founded by a New York rabbi, Arthur Schneier, in 1965 to work 
on an interreligious basis for religious liberty, focusing particularly on 
Eastern Europe. Through the years, it has regularly sent delegations to 
Moscow and other Eastern European capitals to press the case for freedom of 
religion and to give religious groups various kinds of practical assistance. 


When Aleksy decided he had to leave the day before the Appeal of Conscience 
dinner, Schneier and other officials of the agency presented the award in the 
patriarch’s hotel suite and made a videotape that was played at the dinner. 


As further evidence of the changes since 1965, the dinner programme included 
an address by the Russian foreign minister, Andrew Kozyrev. "Democracy and 
religious freedom are inseparable", he said. "Where democracy is trampled 
upon, the faith and spiritual values will inevitably suffer." [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.02 
Italy: Gorbachev addresses participants in peace meeting 


MILAN (EPS) --Mikhail Gorbachev told participants in the seventh international 
meeting for peace here (19-22 September) that secularization has weakened the 
conscience of the masses and damaged the ethical foundations of human life in 
community. The former Soviet president gave the keynote address to the 
conference, co-sponsored by the archdiocese of Milan and the Catholic lay 
community of St Egidio, which has organized annual interfaith encounters of 
prayer for peace as a follow-up to a "prayer summit" convened by Pope John 
Paul II in Assisi in 1986. 


Opening ceremonies of the conference in Milan’s world-famous opera house La 
Scala included the reading of a message from UN secretary general Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali. Presiding at an ecumenical worship service in the cathedral was 
the archbishop of Milan, Cardinal Carlo Maria Montini. 


During the middle two days of the conference, approximately 300 invited 
participants and other guests took part in 24 open forums and round tables on 
such subjects as humanitarian intervention, religious minorities in Muslim 
countries, North-South dialogue, religious fundamentalism, religious 
coexistence in India and religion and human rights in Asia. Representing the 
wcc, recently retired deputy general secretary Todor Sabev took part in panel 
discussions on theological dialogue and on issues facing churches in the 
Balkans. 


On the final afternoon Christians and believers from other faiths met in 
different locations for an hour of prayer with members of their own faith 
group. This was followed by a procession of peace to the cathedral square, 
where a message from the pope and the final conference appeal for peace were 
read. 


Urging the elimination of "any feelings of violence or hate", the appeal says 
"meekness of heart, working towards understanding and the use of dialogue for 
the resolution of conflicts and confrontations are the resources of believers 


and of the world... No hate, no conflict, no war should find an encouragement 
from religion... Faith is a treasure from which emerges, in the midst of our 
weakness, a deep conviction: God can give peace even if people do not look for 
it: or .even.,1ifrytheyy-Eighty it) ore trysto+driver d.tpmawaynt.), sOunm: medigzous 


traditions may be different but they do not render us hostile to one another. 
Together we want to declare the madness of hate and of war. United we want to 
ask men and women to understand each other." 


Two small groups protested the ecumenical worship service. Adherents of the 
late traditionalist Catholic bishop Marcel Lefebvre organized a demonstration 
in front of the cathedral, and an anti-Muslim Italian group distributed 
pamphlets calling the meeting "a promotion of religious relativism and 
indirectly of Islam". 


Participants decided to organize a similar gathering next year in Jerusalem. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.03 
Raiser deeply distressed over situation in Georgia 


GENEVA (EPS)--In a letter sent 30 September, Konrad Raiser, General Secretary 
of the World Council of Churches (WCC), told His Holiness Ilia II, Catholicos- 
Patriarch of the Georgian Orthodox Church, "The violence rending apart your 
beloved country, and the tragic events now overtaking it are a matter causing 
deep distress to us all at the World Council of Churches". 


Raiser said he was also particularly concerned about the victims of the 
conflict being pursued in Abkhazia, whom he defined as "the old, the very 
young, and all vulnerable people in the community". 


Raiser assured the catholicos the WCC was praying for him and the people of 
Georgia and for a speedy end to the conflict so peace and justice could 
prevail once again. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.04 
Sanctions and South Africa 


GENEVA (EPS)--Church bodies around the world are reviewing their policy of 
sanctions against South Africa following the call by Nelson Mandela, President 
of ANC, and others for all trade sanctions to be lifted. 


Just before Mandela’s statement to the United Nations on 24 September, the 
South African Council of Churches (SACC) called on its international church 
partners to end all campaigns for the economic isolation of South Africa. The 
SACC said it was satisfied, with the setting up of the Transitional Executive 
Council, that the transformation of the country from apartheid to democractic 
rule had reached an irreversible stage. The SACC would now encourage foreign 
investment in accordance with its own Code of Conduct for Business Operating 
in South Africa drawn up earlier this year. 


In the United States, the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR) 
has called for investment which will help build "a just, democratic and viable 
South Africa". ICCR members, who come from 250 religious organizations, are 
to urge US companies to adopt the SACC Code of Conduct. 


The World Council of Churches has said its policy supporting sanctions against 
South Africa, set by WCC Central Committee in 1980, will probably be reviewed 
when that body meets in Johannesburg next January. Announcing this, the WCC 
said recent progress in moving towards democracy in South Africa was "an 
encouraging sign". However, there was also deep concern about legislation, 
recently passed, excluded millions of South Africans from the so-called 
homelands from taking part in the forthcoming elections. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.05 
Argentina: Protestants oppose draft law on religious liberty 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS)--While legislators inside were discussing a draft law on 
religious liberty, some ten thousand Argentinian Protestants gathered outside 
the parliament building in mid-September to demonstrate opposition to it. As 
the demonstrators sang and prayed, a group of Protestant leaders (including 
former World Council of Churches president José Miguez Bonino) met with a 
parliamentary commission to explain their position and present a petition 
against the draft law. 


According to Argentine Methodist journalist Dafne Plou, Protestant churches 
are united in seeing the draft as discriminating against non-Catholic churches 
in general and small independent churches in particular. They were invited in 
1992 to submit a response to the draft, but their more serious criticisms were 
ignored and it was presented to parliament without the endorsement of the 
majority of mainline Protestant and independent Pentecostal churches. Overall, 
opponents say the draft violates rather than promotes religious liberty. 


A specific target of criticism is the conditions set forth for registration 
of non-Catholic churches. If the law is approved, a church will be eligible 
hor, reqaistration .only.:if..it, fulflilspronewofe.foury conditions.».y.that, ats 
membership includes at least five per cent of the total population; that it 
is based in at least four provinces; that it has been present in Argentina for 
more than a century; or that it is a branch of a church headquartered ina 
country with which Argentina has diplomatic ties. Independent Pentecostal 
churches say these conditions would oblige them to merge among themselves or 
with large and well-established denominations. 


Although more than 85 per cent of Argentinians have been baptized in the Roman 
Catholic Church, its own statistics show that only five per cent are active 
churchgoers. Since the restoration of democracy, some two thousand new 
churches have been registered. Most are independent Pentecostals but some new 
religious movements, including Afro-American groups, have also _ been 
registered. According to Plou, what the Catholic Church calls an "explosion 
of sects" is in fact the burgeoning of highly active neighbourhood churches 
that often attract "passive Catholics". [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.06 
Two hundred ecumenical monitors wanted for South Africa 


GENEVA (EPS)--Plans have been announced to increase the number of church 
monitors in South Africa between now and next April when the country’s first 
non-racial elections are scheduled to take place. 


Already, 60 ecumenical monitors from 13 countries have worked in South Africa. 
The target for the next seven months is 200. It is hoped 100 of these can be 
on the ground during the election period itself. 


This strengthening of the Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South Africa 
(EMPSA) was one of a number of decisions taken during an International 
Consultation on Elections in South Africa held in Geneva 24-27 September. 


The consultation brought together representatives of the South African Council 
of Churches, the South African Catholic Bishops’ Conference and the World 
Council of Churches. All three groups jointly sponsor EMPSA which has been 
in operation for just over one year. They were joined by representatives of 
national religious bodies which recruit monitors in their own countries. 


Five former monitors also attended the Geneva consultation and gave details 
of their experience of monitoring funerals, marches and other moments of 
potential violence. 


The consultation heard of difficulties in recruiting monitors from "the South" 
and said special steps must be taken to redress this imbalance. Nevertheless, 
the meeting stressed EMPSA had already made an important contribution in 
monitoring violence. 


The meeting also agreed a United Nations presence would be needed to monitor 
the elections, and called upon churches in South Africa and around the world 
to lobby for a new UN mandate to make this possible. At present, the United 
Nations is in the country only to observe violence. 


The consultation said it had "heard with considerable disquiet of the 
continuing repression in Bophuthatswana and other so-called homelands" The 
meeting expressed its "deep concern" that millions of South Africans in the 

"homelands" would not be able to take part in the forthcoming elections. 


Speaking after the meeting, Daniel Ntoni-Nzinga, EMPSA International 
Coordinator, based in Geneva, stressed the importance of the churches’ 
monitoring programme. EMPSA could, he said, make a real contribution to the 
building of a new culture of life in South Africa. That new culture, Ntoni- 
Nzinga added, would be one in which violence was the exception rather than the 
rule. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.07 
Plea for co-operation in central & eastern Europe 


WILHELMSFELD/Germany (EPS)--Representatives of Protestant and Orthodox 
churches have called for co-operation rather than competition in central and 
eastern Europe. Churches in the region have been urged to work together more 
closely in education about sects, resistance to the abuse of freedom of 
religion and evangelism. 


This stress on a joint approach followed a four-week course (ending mid- 
September) in Wilhelmsfeld, Germany, on sects, proselytism and the ecumenical 
movement in central and eastern Europe. Organised by the Conference of 
European Churches, it was attended by 25 people from 11 countries. A final 
document from the meeting said much more could be done ecumenically. 
Individual churches were encouraged to work together rather than go it alone 
in evangelism. 


The document also dealt with religious groups which claim to have new sources 
of revelation outside the Bible and offer new prophets, messiahs and 
scriptures. Whilst personal conversations could take place with such people, 
official ecumenical discussions were not possible. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.08 
Debt crisis: lay centres call for prayer day, ask WCC support 


MONTREAT, North Carolina, USA (EPS) --Participants in the World Convention of 
Christian Lay Centres and Movements held here in early September (EPS 
93.09.64) have asked the WCC to support their call for a special day of 
prayer, study and action at the beginning of Lent 1994 on the theme of the 
international debt crisis. 


A statement prepared by a working group at the convention for signature by 
participants and distribution through networks of laity centres declared that 
the external debt of African, Asian, Latin American and Caribbean countries 
(estimated at more than 1.3 million million dollars at the end of 1990) "has 
been paid". 


The statement says this enormous indebtedness results from "the plunder of the 
resources of poor countries through the exploitative network of the rich 
countries", with a central role being played by international political and 
economic systems. "The plunder that has occurred over the past 500 years" has 
brought these countries to "life-threatening situations", the statement 
continues. "Untold damage has been done. Such damage is immeasurable and far 
exceeds any subsequent debt." 


Lay centres were asked to assess their own policies in relation to the debt 
crisis in educational work, in the partnerships they form and in their use of 
resources, money, purchasing policy and style of life. European participants 
at the convention committed themselves to avoiding the use of products of 
multinational corporations and to buying products through fair-trade channels. 
[EPS] 


EPS;993h0. «0,9 
Amnesty calls attention to human rights abuses in Saudi Arabia 


LONDON (EPS)--Repression and persecution of religious minorities in Saudi 
Arabia - both Christians and Shiite Muslims - has increased dramatically since 
the August 1990 crisis which led to the Gulf War. That allegation comes ina 
report released in mid-September by the London-based human rights organization 
Amnesty International. 


Amnesty called on the government in Riyadh to conform to international norms 
guaranteeing freedom of thought, conscience and religion and forbidding 
torture and mistreatment of detainees. 


Saudi Arabia has spent millions of dollars financing construction of mosques 
and Islamic centres in other countries around the world. But in the country 
itself non-Muslim religious practice, not only public worship but also private 
gatherings, is illegal. Bibles and other religious objects are confiscated by 
customs authorities. 


Most Christians in Saudi Arabia are migrant workers. Of 329 documented arrests 
of Christian men, women and children in the past three years, the Amnesty 
report says, all but four were from developing countries. Though few have been 
formally charged or tried, most have been mistreated by the religious police 
and many have been expelled from the country. Saudi religious police have full 
power to interrupt religious meetings and arrest those whom they find praying 
or in possession of objects used in Christian worship or Shiite prayers. 


The report suggests that officially sanctioned discrimination in effect treats 
the country’s ten per cent Shiite minority as political dissidents. Some 
Shiites have been charged with apostasy, the report notes, including Sadiq 
Abdul Karim Malallah, who was publicly beheaded in al Qatif last year. 

[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.10 
WCC appoints new staff 


GENEVA (EPS) --Seven people are expected to join the World Council of Churches 
staff early next year following their appointment by the WCC Executive 
Committee at its meeting in Sigtuna, Sweden, last month (EPS 93.09.52). 


In Programme Unit I (Unity and Renewal), Dagmar Heller of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany was named executive secretary for Faith and Order. Two 
executive secretaries were named to the staff of Programme Unit II (Life, 
Education and Mission): Rexford Asante (Presbyterian, Ghana) for Health and 
Healing and Daleep Mukarji (Church of North India) for Urban Rural Mission. 
In Programme Unit IV (Sharing and Service), Carol Abel of the Church of 
England becomes executive secretary for Europe. 


Mark Halton (Presbyterian Church, USA) was appointed magazine editor in the 
Office of Communication; and Edmund Doogue (Anglican, Australia) was named to 
the staff of the Ecumenical News Service (ENS). The WCC, along with the 
Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches and Conference 
of European Churches, is expected to launch the new news service during 1994. 
Peter Tallon (Roman Catholic, UK) was appointed as proposals and reports 
coordinator, a new position in the Office of Income Coordination and 
Development. 


The Executive Committee also declared three vacancies in the programme units: 
executive secretary for education for justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation (Unit III) and executive secretaries for emergencies.. and 
rehabilitation and for scholarships (Unit IV). [EPS] 


EPS* 93° 10711 
Solidarity with women decade should be "given back to churches" 


LAGE-HORSTE, Germany (EPS) --At its midpoint, the Ecumenical Decade of Churches 
in Solidarity with Women should be "given back to the churches", according to 
Aruna Gnanadason. The WCC’s executive secretary for women spoke to some 85 
delegates from Protestant, Catholic and free churches in Germany attending the 
third national conference on the Decade here at the end of September. Although 
it was the churches who called for the Decade, which was launched in 1988, 
Gnanadason says, they have subsequently left its follow-up largely to women. 


Issues for priority attention identified by conference participants included 
equal participation of women in church and society, unjust economic 
structures, racism and violence against women. There was also discussion of 
how men can be helped to enter into women’s ways of thinking. The meeting 
itself featured a conversation with several male church leaders in Germany, 
who agreed that the churches have not yet achieved equal distribution of 
leadership functions. 


Msgr August Gordz, who is in charge of women’s pastoral care for the German 
bishops conference, said that patriarchalism contributes to the undervaluing 
of women in the church. Superintendent Ako Haarbeck of the regional church of 
Lippe described the Decade as a necessary effort to raise awareness of 
movements for the emancipation of women. But Methodist bishop Walter Klaiber 
warned that "what is an important step towards liberation for some arouses new 
anxieties in others". [EPS] 


> 


EPS’ 93.10 «12 
Mother Teresa receives "Friendship" award 


NEW DELHI (EPS)--SAR News reports that Mother Teresa of Calcutta has become 
the first person to receive the Rajiv Gandi Sadbhavana (Friendship) Award, 
named after the former Indian Prime Minister who was assassinated in 1991. 
Presented by the Indian Government, the award marks Mother Teresa’s work for 
"promoting peace and communal harmony". Because of illness, Mother Teresa 
could not attend the award ceremony (20 August). Sister Joanna, of Mother 
Teresa’s order, The Missionaries of Charity, received the award on behalf of 
her founder. At the ceremony, held in New Delhi, K. R. Narayan described 
Mother Teresa as "one of the greatest humanitarian figures in the world". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.13 
Black Europeans association formed 


GENEVA (EPS) --The term may raise some eyebrows. Yet whether or not they were 
born in the region, black Europeans exist and their numbers are growing. 
Moreover, as South African-born theologian Jacqueline Williams said on a 
recent visit to the World Council of Churches, they are tired of being 
perceived, if they’re noticed at all, exclusively as the victims of 
intolerance. They are also tired of being spoken for. 


Williams, who lives in Holland, moderates a newly created association called 
South Hope in a Europe With(out) Barriers (SHEBA). Launched last year with 
support from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism (PCR), SHEBA is an initiative 
of black Christians living in Europe. 


Beginning in 1986, a series of PCR-sponsored meetings of black theologians 
focussed on the situation of blacks in a region whose internal barriers are 
supposedly disappearing, while new ones are going up on its external borders. 
Out of these discussions came the idea that black Europeans needed to forma 
pan-European body to watch over their interests and speak for themselves. 


SHEBA is a modest beginning. Membership for the time being is on an individual 
basis. The association’s secretary and moderator are based in Holland, its 
vice-moderator in Brussels, and its treasurer in the UK. 


SHEBA relates to black people already involved in their communities at 
national or local levels. "They tell us about where events affecting black 
Europeans are happening. We try to send someone to participate, to network... 
We also want to sustain these leaders, provide support, prevent burnout." 
Other groups - like a black women’s lobby in Brussels - are already active on 
some of the same issues. SHEBA is keen to link up with them as well. 


Resisting the temptation "to run before we can walk", SHEBA’s programme is 
nevertheless ambitious: to engage in the struggle alongside racially oppressed 
groups in Europe and promote legislation that will serve their interests; to 
promote black consciousness and black leadership; to affirm and encourage 
spirituality within the black community as a basic resource for individual and 
community growth. 


SHEBA hopes to do this by promoting networking, monitoring national and 
European Community legislation, and developing a "coordinated black lobby 
towards decision-making bodies" on the issues of "racism in Europe and its 
related manifestation in North-South relationships". 


Williams notes that the black European Christian community is growing. Their 
experience in the "white church" has led many black Christians to join "black 
churches", often Pentecostal or Moravian. "I don’t think the church in Europe 
knows how to deal with black people here", Williams comments. "When you ask 
them the question, they feel attacked. I wonder when the church in Europe is 
going to change its identity. Up to now, church means white..." 


Black Europeans have their own identity problems, Williams says. Surely they 
have the right, often against the odds, to better their living standards. Yet, 
she asks, "how do we deal creatively with being part of a society that 
exploits the South?". Another problem is how to help children develop a 
positive self-image when prevalent negative value judgements are absorbed by 
black people themselves. 


Williams recalls that very few black people were present at a recent meeting 
of the European Citizens’ Council (a church-related initiative) on racial 
discrimination. A discussion at the same meeting on discrimination against 
people with disabilities was coordinated by the disabled people themselves. 


SHEBA’s principal challenge to churches already working on refugee, asylum, 
or North-South issues, therefore, is to consider how they are empowering 
people to speak for themselves. Many churches are not ready to answer this 
question, Williams reports. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.14 
Germany: theologian calls for national "emergency synod" 


TUBINGEN, Germany (EPS)--A well-known German conservative evangelical 
theologian has called for a nationwide "emergency synod" of Protestants 
"faithful to the confessions". Writing in the latest issue of the quarterly 
Diakrisis, »,Peter ,.Beyerhaus,..professor of mission at the University of 
Tubingen, said that for pietists and Christians who wish to be faithful to the 
Bible, it is a more and more pressing question whether remaining within the 
regional churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) is justifiable. 


According to the German Protestant press service epd, Beyerhaus’s proposal 
calls for one more attempt at a conversation with EKD leadership to insist on 
effective reform and at the same time the convocation of an emergency synod 
for the entire country. 


Beyerhaus, long an outspoken critic of the EKD leadership and of the 
ecumenical movement, says earlier appeals, declarations, open letters and 
conversations with EKD representatives have had no effect. Among evidence of 
the worsening situation in the church in the past two years he cites a 
declaration on abortion by the regional church in Bavaria, election of a woman 
as bishop in Hamburg, appointment of two "radical feminists" to the leadership 
in the EKD’s new women’s studies centre and "scandalous" events at June’s 
Kirchentag in Munich. One dare not cast stones at anyone who is no longer 
willing on grounds of conscience to finance such a self-destruction of the 
church, Beyerhaus wrote. [EPS] 


tf 2 pm Sa M8 el 
Hungary: anti-semitism subject of new ecumenical study booklet 


BUDAPEST (EPS) --Anti-semitism in Hungary is the subject of The Synagogue and 
the Church, just released as the fifth in a series of study booklets from the 
Ecumenical Study Centre in Budapest. Baptist, Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed 
theologians drafted the 74-page text on biblical-theological, ecclesiastical 
and ecumenical aspects of anti-semitism, which it calls "a special form of 
racial hatred, the alarming signs of which can be seen in the whole of 
Europe: 


Over half a million Hungarian Jews perished in Nazi death camps at the time 
of World War II, the study says, adding that "sore wounds are torn open even 
today" if one raises the question of how Hungarian churches behaved during 
this period. In 1938 and 1939, representatives of Hungarian churches voted 
("although with a bad conscience") in favour of laws discriminating against 
Hungarians of Jewish origin, realizing the consequences only after the 
occupation by Nazi Germany, when deportations and persecution had begun. 


While Protestant and Catholic churches and their leaders did sometimes 
intervene successfully on behalf of threatened Jews, the study says, "viewed 
retrospectively, these steps often weigh too light on the scales of Christian 
faith... It is appalling that the Christian churches only began to protest 
when the life-peril of the Jews was almost past the possibility of being 
averted. The churches shrank back from the mass-massacres but they were unable 
to stop the process of anti-semitism." 


The study also faults the churches for giving priority during this period to 
defending their own members of Jewish origin and for not working ecumenically 
"in a cause of such great importance". Nor, it says, did the churches in post- 
war Hungary, which had the largest surviving Jewish community in Europe, 
assume a role of leadership in repentance and reconciliation. 


In summary, the booklet suggests that although the churches shrank back from 
physical annihilation of Jews and often helped those being persecuted, "they 
were not able to examine their relations to the Jews theologically and to 
raise their unequivocal voice accordingly... Their theological views, in terms 
of which they dissociated themselves and separated from the Jews, exerted a 
decidedly bad influence on society." Hence, the study concludes that the time 
has come for a reformulation of the relationship between synagogue and church. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.16 
Evangelicals call spiritual warfare a "divisive" issue 


LONDON (EPS) --Spiritual warfare is the subject of a statement released at the 
end of August by a working group of the Lausanne Committee for World 
Evangelization. "We are concerned that the subject and practice of spiritual 
warfare is proving divisive to evangelical Christians," the statement says. 


While the topic was mentioned in the "Lausanne Covenant", drafted at the 1974 
evangelical mission conference in the Swiss city, the new statement says the 
past decade has seen "an explosion of interest" in spiritual conflict. That 
interest has grown with increased evangelism undertaken by Christians from the 
developing world, where "dealing with the powers of darkness" is "a natural 
way of thinking and working", the statement says. 


Meanwhile, "the spiritual bankruptcy of the West has opened up a great 
interest in Eastern religions and drug cultures and brought a resurgence of 
the occult in the West. "The massive migrations of people from the Third World 
to the West has brought a torrent of non-Christian worldviews and practices 
into our midst." 


At the same time, the statement deplores sensationalized coverage of the 
occult by both secular and Christian media. 


In seeking to provide "clarity, reassurance and encouragement", the statement 
enumerates several dangers in the spiritual warfare emphasis. Among these are 
a reversion to "pagan worldviews" or "an undiscerning application of Old 
Testament analogies", avoidance of personal responsibility because of "a 
preoccupation with the demonic", a tendency to emphasize "power" instead of 
"truth" and "technique and methodology" instead of the "pursuit of holiness". 


The Lausanne group speaks of "general discomfort with too much triumphalistic 
talk" about spiritual warfare. The antidote, they say, "is a return to the 
whole teaching of Jesus on prayer, especially what he says about praying in 
secret that avoids ostentation". 


In some cases, the statement says, people of other faiths have understood 
"warfare language" by Christians as "the language of violence and political 
involvement ... "The language of peace, penitence and reconciliation must be 
as prominent in our speech and practice as any talk of warfare." [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.17 
Burundi: prominent Methodist among prisoners granted amnesty 


OBERTSHAUSEN, Germany (EPS)--The German Protestant press service EPD says a 
prominent Methodist layperson and opposition political activist was among 5000 
prisoners granted amnesty by Burundi’s President Melchior Ndadaye in early 
September. 


Antoine Ntirabambpa, an architect and vice president of the long banned 
Palipehutu party, had been under a sentence of death. Word of his release came 
from Methodist Bishop Alfred Ndoricimpa and was reported by the church’s 
mission secretary in Obertshausen. German Methodists have campaigned heavily 
for the release of political prisoners in Burundi. 


The bishop added that President Ndadaye had said the central prison in the 
Capital Bujumbura would now be rebuilt and converted into a secondary school. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.18 
Kenya: food shortages and malnutrition reported, two children die 


NAIROBI, Kenya (EPS) --Two children, in camps housing victims of the violence 
in Kenya’s disputed Rift Valley Province, have died of malnutrition, reports 
Africa Press Service. AFP says the children died in the week ending 18 
September and food shortages and malnutrition are increasing in the area. 


Tribal clashes broke out in the Rift Valley in late 1991 between members of 
the Kalenjin minority, to which President Daniel arap Moi belongs, and the 
Kikuyu, the country’s largest population group. 


Early last month (September) the government declared areas of the Rift Valley 
"Operation zones". APS reports pleas from local church workers for food to 
be allowed into the sealed off areas. 


Ernest Murimi, of the Roman Catholic diocese of Nakuru, where most of the 
security zones are located, is reported to have said 2000 people are in 
desperate need of food. Murimi said the government had offered security help 
to churches and other groups in the free movement of food but the authorities 
were dictating where to take food and whom to feed. He believed those giving 
assistance should be free to deliver emergency help without restrictions. 


Meanwhile APS reports Kenya’s 18 Catholic bishops have challenged Moi to face 
up to "his responsibility" and deal with the land clashes, banditry, 
insecurity, corruption and mismanagement of public funds. The bishops say 
these are among the burning issues facing Kenya today. 


A spokesman for Moi is reported to have said the bishops’ challenge "is 
uncalled for". Joseph Kamotho, Secretary-General of the ruling party, KANU, 
said the bishops should co-operate with the government in its efforts to end 
tribal clashes. [EPS] 


EPS.2934ck0.229 
US: restrictive legislation proposed for asylum seekers 


WASHINGTON DC (EPS)--Economic difficulties, unjustified fears of terrorism 
fanned by the media after the bombing of the World Trade Center in New York 
and politicians who "are exploiting complex social problems by offering 
Simplistic answers" have combined to imperil asylum-seekers in the US, 
according to a September "Legislative Backgrounder" from the governmental 
affairs office of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 


Restrictive legislation has been proposed both in Congress and by the Clinton 
administration. Among various proposals being considered are setting up "pre- 
inspection stations" at foreign airports (to prevent asylum-seekers with 
irregular documents from even arriving in the US), delegating the possibility 
of expelling asylum-seekers to untrained lower-level immigration personnel at 
ports of entry, reducing or eliminating the right to have unfavourable 
decisions reviewed and tightening criteria for establishing the "well-founded 
fear of persecution" under which refugee status may be granted. 


A proposal by the Clinton administration would create a "fast-track procedure" 
for expelling refugees. This would permit refugees to be returned to other 
countries through which they have transited, in effect creating "refugees in 
orbit" who would be offered refuge nowhere, according to the Lutheran release. 
The president’s bill, it says, "could very well become worse as the anti- 
refugee forces solidify on Capitol -Hill”. 


"The problem is not that too many refugees are being granted asylum in the 
US," the backgrounder says. "The problem is that the system is so inefficient 
that asylum-seekers have to wait years before a decision is made on their 
applications." The current backlog in applications, it adds, "was created by 
mismanagement and unfair practices" in the 1980s. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.20 
FIACAT holds workshop on education for human rights 


KINGS LANGLEY, UK (EPS) --Concerned to work at preventing torture as well as 
intervening in reported cases of it, representatives of 23 national chapters 
of the International Federation of Christian Action for the Abolition of 
Torture (FIACAT) met here in mid-September for a workshop on education for 
human rights. 


Participants, who came from ACAT chapters in Africa, Asia, Central and North 
America and Europe, challenged churches to see the combat against torture as 
part of their evangelizing mission and encouraged congregations to support 
victims, expose situations of torture and create political, economic and 
ideological conditions for its abolition. Churches should also oppose any 
theory or practice that might encourage fanaticism, exclusion or refusal to 
recognize the dignity of each human being, delegates said. 


A communiqué from the meeting also urged governments to ratify the 
international convention against torture, increase support for UN human rights 
work, and work for creating an international court in which torturers, who 
often benefit from impunity, can be brought to trial. 


The FIACAT council received national chapters in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Central Africa and Mexico into the federation and approved plans for 
consultations on violence and democracy in Africa (to be held in Ouagadougou 
in 1994), and impunity, justice and forgiveness" (Munster, 1995). [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.21 
More training in human rights needed 


LIMASSOL, Cyprus (EPS)--Participants at a human rights training seminar have 
called for similar events to take place in the future. 


Human rights workers from 21 churches and 23 human rights organizations in 
central and eastern Europe and the Middle East met in Limassol (15-27 
September) for in-depth training in all aspects of human rights legislation, 
enforcement and advocacy. 


The meeting, organized by the Middle East Council of Churches and the 
Conference of European Churches, also considered the protection of human right 
workers. In a final statement, those taking part stressed the need for 
further ecumenical training initiatives in the field of human rights. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.22 
John Knox Centre celebrates 40th anniversary 


GENEVA (EPS) --The John Knox International Reformed Centre in Geneva celebrated 
its 40th anniversary on 25 September. As part of a day-long programme of 
events, World Council of Churches General Secretary Konrad Raiser took part 
in a round table discussion on the theme "The Future of our Humanitarian 
Vocation". 


A specially commissioned sculpture entitled "Dialogue for Life" was unveiled 
in the grounds of the centre and a new conference hall dedicated to Margaret 
Flory of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in recognition of her visionary 
approach to mission and her efforts to secure equality for students in all 
parts of the world. 


The John Knox Centre was the brainchild of Charles Leber of the then-United 
Presbyterian Church USA. Leber saw the need for an international students’ 
hostel in Geneva and found the USS 50 000 to fund it. 


Thousands of people from all over the world have passed through the centre’s 
doors in its 40-year history. The shape of the work has changed over the 
years but the vision remains the same: to be a place of witness, mission and 
unity. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.23 
Switzerland: Albanian asylum seekers given sanctuary by churches 


BERN (EPS)--More than a hundred Albanians from Kosovo, ordered to leave 
Switzerland by the end of September after their requests for asylum were 
turned down, were given sanctuary by some twenty Protestant and Catholic 
parishes in the canton of Bern. 


Aware that churches do not constitute absolute sanctuaries, but assuming that 
police officers might be reluctant to force their way into a church, some 
parishes considered moving the refugees into their churches if an attempt was 
made to force them to leave. "We want to build moral pressure", a Catholic 
pastoral worker told the Swiss Catholic press agency APIC. 


If this approach failed to deter the authorities, "each congregation will 
decide whether it will hide the refugees, form a human chain to protect them 
or determine whether a safe return is possible", said Franziska Bangerter-Lind 
of the Protestant church migration office. "We know what we are doing is 
illegal. But we have taken a stand for the weak, as the Bible tells us to do," 
she added. 


In August the UN Human Rights Commission said a policy of "ethnic cleansing" 
was being applied in Kosovo. The parishes and the Catholic relief organization 
Caritas requested a meeting with government officials to look for "new 
solutions" to the Kosovo Albanians’ plight. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.24 
Floating bookstore visits Argentina 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS)--Members of the Argentinian Chamber of Protestant 
Booksellers protested that they were subjected to unfair competition by Logos 
II - a ship that functions as a floating bookstore with a stock of 10 000 
Spanish-language Bibles, religious, art and children’s books as well as 
reference works and more books in other languages. 


The ship has been on a world tour that included a six-month stopover in 
Argentina - its second visit there since 1991. Staffed by an international, 
interdenominational team of 200 volunteer workers who see themselves as 
missionaries of Christian literature, Logos II is a tax-exempt operation 
subsidized by US missionary groups, and offers books at prices local 
booksellers cannot meet. 


In a letter to the country’s Protestant churches, the booksellers said their 
sales had dropped dramatically since the ship’s arrival, and criticized its 
"global ministry in open competition with local ministries". Acknowledging 
that Logos II had a valid mission in countries where Protestant literature is 
scarce, the letter pointed out that this was not the case in Argentina. 


Logos II promotional activity included visiting local churches, a strategy 
that proved remarkably effective in Argentina. Wherever Logos II was moored, 
crowds of sightseers and entire congregations attracted by the novelty queued 
up to visit it and buy the literature that was already available in local 
bookstores but not as cheaply. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.25 
Austria: church leaders protest difficulties in inviting guests 


VIENNA (EPS)--Two Austrian Protestant church leaders have written to the 
government to protest what they describe as increasing difficulties with the 
authorities over invitations to church meetings to guests from overseas. 
According to Evangelischer Pressedienst ftir Osterreich, church chancellor 
Emmerich Fritz and Oberkirchenrat Johannes Dantine complained to government 
minister Franz Loéschnak that the church is having to spend more and more 
additional time and money to arrange such visits, which they say is an 
"intolerable" obstacle to carrying out the Protestants’ constitutionally 
guaranteed freedom of ecumenical activity. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.26 
New international Lutheran body formed 


NEW YORK (EPS) --Conservative Lutheran leaders have laid the foundations of a 
new international organization they hope will protect the historic Lutheran 
confessions and a "high" view of Scripture from the perceived assaults of 
liberalism, reports Religious News Service (RNS) from New York. 


RNS says the International Lutheran Council was formed early in September at 
a meeting in Antigua, Guatemala and claims 25 Lutheran bodies as members. 
Organizers of the council are said to reject any suggestion they are in 
competition with the much larger Lutheran World Federation (LWF) which 
includes 114 member churches in 65 countries and is a frequent target of 
conservative critics. 


However, RNS adds that the new organization plans to engage in areas of 
mission and ministry similar to LWF activities and this overlap could cast the 
new council as a conservative counterpoint to the more liberal federation. 


The largest US Lutheran body, the 5.2 million-member Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, is reported not to be linked to the new group and is a 
member of the LWF. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.27 
Churches must not forget minorities 


GENEVA (EPS)--Churches must promote understanding between majority and 
minority populations in Europe. This was emphasized at the end of a 5-day 
ecumenical meeting in Budapest (3-7 September) organised by the Churches’ 
Human Rights Programme, a joint programme of the Conference of European 
Churches, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and the 
Canadian Council of Churches. 


The meeting, made up of 90 church representatives from Europe, Canada and the 
United States, said one of the major challenges facing Europe was the need to 
adjust to living in multi-racial countries. Ways had to be found to maintain 
stability in Europe and the rights of minorities had to be protected. 


The conference also reaffirmed that fundamental Christian values are universal 
and so transcend national, ethnic and social differences. This, it added, 
posed a particular challenge for churches whose identity is strongly linked 
with a country, culture or language. There was a danger faith and nationalism 
could be confused; churches had to preserve their identities whilst freeing 
themselves from nationalistic tendencies. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.28 
Christians in Costa Rica to combat AIDS ecumenically 


SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (EPS) --Christians in this Central American country have 
decided to work ecumenically to combat the spread of AIDS, according to 
Latinamerica Press. 


Catholic priest Rodolfo Murillo described the AIDS situation in Costa Rica as 
"an emergency that calls us together, despite any religious or professional 
considerations, for the common good and human dignity. Rodolfo Saenz, 
president of the country’s Federation of Evangelical Churches noted that 
religious leaders, because of their influence in the community, "can do 
preventative education". 


The churches plan to promote "integral sex education", emphasizing "universal 
human values", in the schools. They decided to join forces ecumenically after 
analysing the seriousness of the problem, especially among children and youth. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.29 
US: church leader praises new health care plan 


NEW YORK (EPS)--US National Council of Churches general secretary Joan 
Campbell, who was one of the church leaders invited to the White House on 22 
September when President Bill Clinton unveiled his adminstration’s plan for 
reforming the nation’s health care system, released a statement praising the 
president for taking the long-awaited initiative and expressing NCC support 
For Vit 


"Care for the sick is now and always has been of primary concern to God’s 
faithful people", Campbell said. "This day we in the church have an 
opportunity to translate that gospel mandate into public policy." 


Noting that the NCC’s member churches have long urged that health care in the 
US must be radically restructured in order to "provide decent affordable care 
for all", Campbell described the plan worked out by a commission headed by 
Hillary Clinton, the president’s wife, as "a comprehensive proposal that 
reaches boldly to correct the suffering and injustice imbedded in our present 
health care system". She said Mrs Clinton had spoken to her personally of "her 
deep concern for those who don’t experience the health care system as a basis 
for the full and abundant life". 


The general secretary emphasized that the NCC’s support would not be 
uncritical, and that at some points the churches would have hoped for more 
radical reform. Moreover, there are different viewpoints among NCC 
constituents, she said, adding that "policy analysts in our member churches 
are presently studying the details of the plan". [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.30 
German, Japanese church reps consult on plight of marginalized 


LEIPZIG (EPS)--Representatives of churches and Christian organizations in 
Japan and Germany have pledged to strengthen their efforts on behalf of the 
marginalized. A communiqué released in mid-September after a four-day 
consultation in Leipzig of the National Christian Council in Japan and the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) said the two countries’ economic power 
brings with it a common responsibility to work for a more just global economic 
order, especially in the Third World. 


Japanese participants in the consultation warned of ecological and social 
dangers posed by their country’s growing trade in plutonium, including the 
risk to neighbouring East Asian countries of its possible military use. German 
representatives spoke of threats to social peace in their newly reunified 
Countny. 


Earlier in September, says the German Protestant press service EPD, EKD 
bishops from the former German Democratic Republic published a declaration on 
the same issue. 


As evidence of the rising uncertainty created by economic conditions in the 
east, they pointed to the continuing departure of people whose skills are 
needed there and a "dramatic" drop in the birth rate. Privatization of 
businesses formerly owned by the East German government has not in fact led 
to the development of an economic structure there, according to the bishops. 
While most people will put up with inevitable hardships, they added, the lack 
of prospects for the future is leading to resigned silence, nervous 
aggressivity and growing misunderstanding between East and West. [EPS] 


EPS 4s 7.0 eo 
Canada: church leaders oppose NAFTA 


TORONTO (EPS) --Canadian church and ecumenical leaders opposed to the North 
America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) are seeking to make the pact between 
Canada, Mexico and the US a major issue in national elections on 25 October. 


According to Religious News Service, Anglican, United, Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian and Lutheran church offices have all issued statements opposing 
or questioning the agreement; and the ecumenical appeal Ten Days for World 
Development is sending brochures critical of NAFTA to thousands of Canadian 
congregations. 


Concern has been expressed about NAFTA’s consequences for the environment, 
Canadian unemployment and the situation of people in the Third World. Canadian 
Council of Churches president Bruce McLeod said one of the most compelling 
reasons to oppose the pact is that most of its benefits would go to 
multinational corporations and their top officials. 


The CCC president charged that big business and government have created a 
"mystique" in which only the "elite" are considered capable of understanding 
NAFTA. But, he insisted, "it doesn’t take an expert to realize the human costs 
are immense". [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.32 
Evangelical and Ecumenical? 


GENEVA (EPS) --Evangelicals can belong to churches which are members of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) even though the WCC is "confused" on many 
biblical issues. So says Theodore Williams, President of the World 
Evangelical Fellowship (WEF) in the latest edition of Evangelical World, the 
official WEF newsletter. 


Claiming WEF and WCC are not rivals, Williams points out evangelicals in many 
countries belong to member churches of the WCC. He encourages people to 
remain within national churches if at all possible and bring an evangelical 
influence to bear on them. 


Pointing out WEF has no official cooperation with WCC, however he also noted 
each body invites observers to the other’s conferences. 


Williams claimed the WCC had no agreement on crucial issues of the faith such 
as mission or the gospel and even who Christ is. WEF, on the other hand, he 
said, taught the Scriptures and emphasized biblical theology. 


Jun Vencer, WEC International Director, is due to visit the WCC in late 
October at the end of the meeting of the Christian World Communions in Geneva. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.33 
Bishop Finau dies 


NIUE & GENEVA (EPS) --The death has been announced of Bishop Patelisio Finau 
of Tonga. He was 59. Bishop Finau was the leader of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Tonga and chairperson of the Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC), 
the umbrella organisation for Catholic and Protestant churches in the region. 
Bishop Finau collapsed and died, Sunday 3 October, whilst attending the PCC 
Executive Committee on the island of Niue. Well known in ecumencial circles, 
Bishop Finau attended the 1990 World Council of Churches (WCC) World 
Convocation on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation in Seoul as a 
member of the drafting group. He was also at the 1991 WCC Canberra Assembly 
as an official Roman Catholic observer. In Geneva, Dwain Epps, WCC 

Co-ordinator for International Affairs, who knew Bishop Finau, commented, 
"Bishop Finau was loved and deeply respected by people throughout his region. 
He will be sorely missed but the leadership he has provided will assure a 
continued commitment by the Catholic Church in the Pacific to ecumencial co- 
operation". [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.34 
Chinese. government officials study religion in the US 


SEATTLE, Washington/US (EPS) --Members of China’s Bureau of Religious Affairs 
are in the United States to observe religious activity in the country and how 
it affects society. They will also study the relationship between the US 
government and the Christian churches. 


The nine-person delegation, led by Mr Zhang Sheng-zuo, Director, Religious 
Affairs Bureau, are the guests of East Gates Ministries (EGMI). EGMI, based 
in Seattle, Washington, was set up to help meet what it calls the "unique 
needs" of the church in China. 


The Chinese delegation arrived in Seattle on 19 September and will visit seven 
other cities before leaving on 12 October. The group is due to meet former 
presidents Nixon and Bush as well as a number of members of Congress. Visits 
to several church services are planned including Mt Zion Baptist Church in 
South Central Los Angeles which has been involved in rebuilding the area after 
the recent riots. ’ 


In March 1992, a similar delegation of Bureau of Religious Affairs and Chinese 
church leaders visited representatives of governments and churches in Germany, 
Switzerland and Finland, as well as the World Council of Churches. The aim 
then was to "deepen their understanding of church-state relations" in European 
countries. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.35 
Germany: mission urges government to involve indigenous peoples 


BERLIN (EPS)--The Gossner Mission in Berlin has urged the German government 
and others engaged politically or economically in development programmes among 
indigenous peoples "to insist that... the people concerned and affected... 
should be involved and should participate in decisions at all stages". 


The resolution, along with one calling on the German government to ratify the 
International Labour Organization convention on indigenous and tribal peoples, 
came in a 25 September statement from the board of the mission and was signed 
by its chairman Gtnter Krusche. Noting that 1993 is the United Nations 
International Year of Indigenous Peoples, the board says Gossner’s own 
contacts with indigenous people date back to the beginning of its mission work 
in northeast India in 1845. It has continued to maintain close relations with 
the Lutheran church in Chotanagpur and Assam, which grew out of that work and 
has been autonomous since 1919. 


Large development projects in northeast India have displaced tens of thousands 
of tribal people, who have received little compensation, according to the 
mission board. Moreover, "as a marginalized minority in India, they find it 
difficult to safeguard their social, economic and cultural rights". German 
policies and programmes should not aggravate this situation, the Gossner 
declaration says. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.36 
Ecutext: Letter to All God’s People 


The following "unfinished story of the visiting God" is excerpted from a 
"Letter to All God’s People" drafted by the first World Convention of 
Christian Lay Centres and Movements, held 5-9 September in Montreat, North 
Carolina/USA [EPS 93.09.64]. To accommodate the concerns of some participants 
about the use of masculine pronouns for God (in English and some other 
languages), the drafters of this letter have chosen to alternate the use of 
masculine and feminine pronouns in this text. 


..we have received through mutual exchange, encounter and exposure, a vision 
of what could be and how we, members of the people of God, could contribute. 
We would like to share with you this vision, our dream rooted in the biblical 


stories. It is the unfinished story of the visiting God. Some of you may 
read these stories like legends and myths and put them aside as a story for 
children. We would plead with you, however, to let yourselves be inspired 


and motivated by this vision and thus become yourselves visitors to both 
neighbour and stranger in the one world. 


Over and over again, as we hear in the old stories, God visits his people, our 
earth. God visits them in each being of creation. God showed us his face 
in the story of Jesus of Nazareth. God dwells in us through the creative 
energy of the Holy Spirit. As in previous times, God is travelling among us 
today visiting our homes and churches, our offices and factories, our farms 
and our huts, our cities and our countries. 


God sets out on a journey into the slums of our big cities and lives in the 
huts with the poor. He listens to their pain and sorrow and shares their 
hunger and joy. God tells them how isolated in their houses the rich live 
and what happens in the shopping malls and supermarkets with their life- 
crushing competition and life-destroying extravagances. Then God invites 
himself to the overloaded tables of the rich. He listens where hardly anyone 
still listens and he talks about the rumbling stomachs of the poor and the 
brevity of their lives. 


God visits the steel and glass palaces of the banks and takes a seat at the 
table of the Board of Directors for transnational concerns. Together with 
them she looks at the balance sheets and reads the market reports. She 
speaks on the heavy burden of the indebted countries, pointing out that 
children do not have opportunities for schooling or access to health services. 
Then she urgently questions whether one could not cancel debts and stop 
financial speculation. She facilitates the creation of an inclusive 
commission for the establishment of a new economic world order that values 
justice and sustainability. 


God visits the corrugated-iron shelters of the marginalized and sits with the 
street children who search for food in rubbish cans. God listens to the 
stories of prostitutes being sold to rich countries and tells them about the 
fearful dreams and the empty hearts of busy people. God sits down beside the 
homeless and alcoholics, takes time for the drug addicts and daydreams with 
them of the strength of community. He tries to make the soul journeys 
attractive to them through conversation, music and meditation. He forces his 
way into the obscure business of the mafia and drug dealers and tells them of 
the ruined life-stories of those seduced by the drug traffic. God takes time 
for workoholics and stress-filled people and together with them seeks 
quietness and space where, without fear, they once more can be themselves. 


God visits the conveyor belts of factories and joins the women workers. She 
intervenes in the strategies of the trade union bosses. There she tells the 
broken life-stories of the unemployed whose lives have lost a sense of 
meaning. God talks about work initiatives and centres for the unemployed and 
encourages them not to let themselves be isolated any longer but to discover 
the strength of solidarity. 


God visits the sick and listens to the stories of the handicapped. He 
strengthens the forces of their inner healing and encourages their sense of 
self-confidence and the possible. He stands behind the able persons - those 


who value strength about everything - and enables them to be vulnerable and 
free’. 


God visits women’s groups and sits beside a single-mother family. Quietly 
and sensitively he unveils the life-stifling oppression of patriarchal 
systems. Then he tells them about men’s fear of powerlessness and their 
longing for tenderness. [over] 


All God’s People/2 


God visits the bars and becomes a member of the male societies. There she 
expresses her feelings and shows them their weaknesses. She tells them about 
the strengths of women who live their lives with dignity bearing their 
manifold responsibilities. 


God visits parents and old people and talks with them about young people’s 
fears of the future and the reasons they have chosen lifestyles of discos and 
noisy music. With the young people she shows the suffering and experience 
of the old people and sensitizes them to the worries of their parents. 


God visits the experts and unfolds the wisdom of common people. And with the 
common people she speaks about the value of knowledge. 


Thus God wanders through many places of our earth, visits again and again the 
dying trees, the poisoned fish, the polluted air and the exhausted resources. 
He tries to understand what they want and what they mean. He cautions them 
of people’s fascination of technology and of their belief in their ability to 
solve all problems. Then God tells the chemists and biologists, engineers 
and city planners about the meaning and dreaming of trees and fish, the 
breathing of the earth, the warmth of the sun and opens again their natural 
senses. He invites them to experience the beauty and mystery of creation. 


Thus, during her journey through all continents and countries, God also visits 
the small churches and big cathedrals where she hears the praise of heaven and 
the self-praise of the chosen. God goes in to their pulpits and reminds them 
of the healing power of silence and meditation. She praises the richness of 
the diverse faiths and quotes freely from the holy books of humanity. Then 
God weeps with a groaning creation, that longs for the compassion of God’s 
people. 


Wherever God travels and whoever he visits from among his people, of whatever 
colour, gender, nation, class, church or religion, he listens attentively to 
their life-stories, reminds them of their local and global responsibility and 
shows them the possibilities they have to make his world more just, more 
peaceful and more friendly towards life. 


This then, is our vision of the visiting God, who reminds us always and 
everywhere of the other - of the forgotten and excluded - and who becomes 
their advocate. Each of you, man or woman, can continue the story, weaving 
a network of caring and compassion. We pass on to you the hope that you will 
allow yourselves to become communities of hope in the midst of a humanity torn 
apart and bound up in itself and cut off from its roots. Let us leave behind 
our protective shells. Let us go beyond our self-serving borders and break 
down the walls we have erected out of fear. Let us leave behind our special 
interests and cosy alcoves. Let us overcome our deep-seated prejudices and 
visit those strange to ourselves, both near or far, in the cities and in the 
forests, in the prairies and on the lakes. 


If that happens more and more, our vision will become reality and our dream 
the model of a transformed world. Then we lay people, citizens of the 
worldwide people of God, will be able to give account to everyone of the hope 
that inspires us, of the faith that carries us and of the love that moves us. 
Then we will be able to look forward with confidence to the renewed visit of 
God who through Jesus Christ has told the old story of the visiting God as 
follows: 


"I was hungry - and you fed me; 

thirsty and you gave me a drink; 

I was a stranger and you received me in your homes; 
naked and you clothed me; 

I was sick and you took care of me, 

in prison and you visited me." (Matthew 25, 35-36) 


And so, we have written this letter to you, to affirm with you, that lay 
people are citizens of the one worldwide people of God. Together we 
participate in the creative, liberating and reconciling mission of God which 
works to free our societies from fear and misery, violence and destruction. 
Together we seek the establishment of just, participatory and sustainable 
Civil societies in which all are lovers of life, advocates of the rights of 
creation. 


We send you greetings in the faith that God wants to dwell on earth in your 
hope and through your love. [EPS] 
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Forthcoming major WCC meetings: 


20-28 January 1994: Central Committee, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


KREKKKKEKEEK 


Acting in Faith, a new 29-minute colour video on the WCC, is now available for 
purchase at a special introductory price. It was produced only in English and 
intended particularly for the United States, but some people may find it 
useful for introducing the Council to other English-speaking audiences as 
well. It can be ordered (in NTSC) from the World Council of Churches office 
in New York (475 Riverside Drive, Room 915, New York, N. Y. 10115) for US$ 10, 
plus $ 2.90 postage and handling, until 31 December, and thereafter for $ 
29.50. It can also be obtained (in VHS/PAL) from the Swiss headquarters of 
the WCC (Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland) for SF 17.50, plus postage, and 
after 31 December for SF 35. For further information on the film, see EPS 
937 08a LOR 


KKKKKKKK 


Correction: In EPS 93.09.65, we erroneously stated that Dimitra Koukoura was 
the first womqn given formal appointment to the theological faculty of the 
University of Thessaloniki in Greece. 

The first woman was, in fact, Despina Kontostergiou. 


KKKKKkKEKK 


EPS 93.10.37 
WCC welcomes Nobel Peace Prize award 


GENEVA (EPS) --The World Council of Churches (WCC) has called the award of the 
1993 Nobel Peace Prize to Nelson Mandela and F.W. de Klerk "momentous". 


The WCC said the award to the President of the African National Congress and 
the President of South Africa was "a fitting recognition of the outstanding 
contribution made by the two leaders to the process which is bringing an end 
to the apartheid regime in South Africa". 


The WCC statement, issued on the day the award was announced (15 October), 
also referred to the "patient, immensely difficult work" of the two men in the 
process of establishing democracy in South Africa. 


The award, said the WCC, was a "Sign of hope" for South Africans and the whole 
world. It also symbolised the world’s longing for new, creative relationships 
which, the WCC added, Christians speak of as "the reign of the Prince of 
Peace™. 


The WCC believed Christians everywhere would be praying that both leaders may 
continue to be given strength and courage as they seek peace with justice. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.38 
New Roman Catholic encyclical draws mixed reviews 


GENEVA (EPS) - Veritatis Splendor, Pope John Paul’s long-awaited encyclical 
on moral issues, which sold 120 000 copies in France during the first week 
after it appeared, has received a mixed reaction in non-Catholic circles. 


Richard Harries, who taught moral theology before being appointed Anglican 
bishop of Oxford, welcomed the text, saying its message that moral values 
belong to the objective order "desperately needs to be heard by the modern 
world". Another Anglican bishop, David Sheppard of Liverpool, underlined the 
Pope’s concern, which he said he shares, about growing individualism ina 
society which has replaced traditional moral norms by personal moral ideas. 


Italian Protestants cited by the Catholic press service APIC were generally 
critical in their reactions to the encyclical. Waldensian theologian Sergio 
Rostagno credited the text with identifying important points in current 
ethical discussion, but said the Pope responds to these "by reaffirming 
obedience to the norms dictated by his own church". On the whole, however, 
Rostagno added, the positions set forth "merit a discussion". 


That opinion was not shared by Italian Lutheran theologian Hans Philippi, who 
said "the encyclical says nothing useful to my daughter, to my homosexual 
friends and to all those who simply wish to live as men and women without fear 
and without the obligation of applying abstract rules". Baptist professor 
Massimo Aprile agreed that "Veritatis splendor will contribute nothing to the 
ecumenical dialogue of the Roman Catholic Church with the Protestant world", 
saying that the encyclical demonstrates "the Church of Rome’s ancestral phobia 
of liberty". 


The World Council of Churches had no official reaction to the encyclical, of 
which it received an advance copy from the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, noting that it is an internal document of the Roman Catholic 
Church. However, the Paris daily Le Monde cited several remarks by WCC General 
Secretary Konrad Raiser, who was asked about the encyclical during a meeting 
with French religious journalists on 8 October. 


Raiser described the text as "lucid in its analysis of the situation" and 
underlined the seriousness of the questions it raises about truth, liberty and 
human nature. "But I find it difficult to accept its answers", the WCC general 
secretary said. "This text seems to want to close a debate which should have 
been opened together ecumenically." [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.39 
Church leaders pledge to help return of Aristide to Haiti 


WASHINGTON (EPS)--Following a 21 September meeting here at which exiled 
president Jean-Bertrand Aristide asked a broad-based group of church leaders 
to help ensure his peaceful return to Haiti at the end of October, eleven 
church leaders representing the World Council of Churches and North American 
and Caribbean churches pledged to pursue that goal. 


Interviewed in mid-October in Geneva, WCC human rights consultant Charles 
Harper said the churches remained ready for a three-stage involvement in 
Aristide’s return, though subsequent turmoil in Haiti had cast doubt on 
whether Aristide could come back as scheduled to the Caribbean nation from 
which he was forced into exile two years ago. 


According to the plan, Aristide’s return would be preceded by a week of 
conversations between international ecumenical representatives and Methodist 
and Roman Catholic church leaders in Haiti. On behalf of the WCC, Harper and 
French ecumenical aid agency CIMADE head Geneviéve Camus-Jacques would join 
other church leaders in Haiti over the weekend if Aristide did return as 
planned. During the following weeks, Harper said, a high-profile ecumenical 
presence would be maintained "to encourage worldwide support for the 
democratic process, social and economic rehabilitation and a new process of 
healing". [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.40 
Romanian Baptists boycott meeting to protest appointment of women 


KISHINEV, Moldavia (EPS)--Although saying they wish to remain "part of the 
European Baptist family", Romanian Baptists stayed away from September’s 
annual meeting of the council of the European Baptist Federation to protest 
the appointment of women to leadership positions. The council elected Swedish 
Baptist Federation general secretary Birgit Karlsson as its new president. EBF 
general secretary Karl-Heinz Walter told the German evangelical news service 
idea that he regretted the Romanians’ decision to boycott the meeting, noting 
that they did not protest her choice as vice president two years ago. 


A major item for council discussion was the charismatic movement. Walter said 
countless "dubious organizations" of this type coming into Eastern Europe are 
causing uncertainty among Christians and splitting Baptist congregations. 
Delegates called for increased vigilance as well as biblical study of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. A separate resolution urged governments to maintain 
religious liberty, including the freedom to confess one’s own faith, to change 
religious affiliation and to collaborate with Christians in other countries. 


The council agreed to move the 44-year-old Baptist Theological Seminary from 
RUschlikon, Switzerland. Motivating the decision were high expenses and 
reduced income (largely due to lowered giving by US Southern Baptists unhappy 
with the seminary’s perceived "liberalism") and difficulties in obtaining 
visas for family members of foreign students. 


President John David Hopper declared that the seminary would maintain its 
international nature and mission purpose and is eager for partnerships with 
new theological schools opening in former Communist countries. Relocation in 
either Berlin or Prague would fit in with this objective, Hopper added. The 
Ruschlikon property, valued at over US$17 million, will be sold or leased. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.41 
Christian communicators meet 


DUITAMA, Colombia (EPS) - Over forty delegates from Protestant, Catholic and 
Orthodox churches met here in August in the first of two scheduled ecumenical 
meetings of popular Christian communicators. The meeting focused on a vision 
of Christian communication as liberating, prophetic, community-creating based 
on participation and supportive of cultural development - criteria suggested 
by the World Association of Christian Communication (WACC). 


Accounts from the gospels of Jesus’ first sermon in Nazareth (Luke 4), the 
feeding of four thousand (Mark 8), the sabbath healing of a man’s crippled 
hand (Mark 3) and his conversation with the Samaritan woman (John 4) were used 
to stimulate reflections on the mission of "Christ the communicator". The 
meeting ended with an ecumenical worship service. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.42 
Churches finalize study guide on climate change, global warming 


DRIEBERGEN, The Netherlands (EPS) --A study guide on what churches can do about 
issues related to climate change and global warming was finalized at a 
WCC-sponsored international consultation here (9-15 October). 


The study guide, along with proposals for church action and a short policy 
statement for, the WCC Central Committee meeting next January, grow out of a 
five-year WCC focus on how climate change and global warming threaten the 
well-being of creation and constitute a justice issue in North-South 
relations. 


In a statement on atmospheric destruction, the WCC’s 1990 world convocation 
on Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) in Seoul urged churches in 
the North to recognize that their industrialized societies are the primary 
source of the problem. Between February 1991 and May 1992 the WCC joined with 
other non-governmental organizations in monitoring negotiations for an 
international climate change treaty to be signed at the June 1992 UN 
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro. 


Responding to an August 1992 call from the WCC Central Committee, an 
interregional task force prepared the first draft of a study guide. By 
reflecting on the theological and ethical dimensions of climate change and 
assessing its ecological, economic and political aspects from the perspective 
of justice, the text sought to provide a resource for church education and 
advocacy and a credible basis for WCC dialogue with international. agencies 
about climate change. To strengthen its scope and credibility, the draft was 
then reviewed in the Pacific and Latin America and at meetings in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and North America. 


Summarizing the rationale for WCC involvement, Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, 
executive secretary for Economy, Environment and Sustainable Society in the 
Programme Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation, says climate change issues 
"raise profound questions about the process of development pursued by human 
societies, particularly those in the North, and the long-term viability of 
current models. Addressing climate change is going to challenge basic economic 
assumptions - for example, the goal of maximizing economic growth - and may 
well provoke significant interregional conflict. 


"The global community is insufficiently prepared to address these problems. 
Churches could assist by facilitating reflection on the basic values and 
ethics that should guide decision-making, and through analysis of some of the 
specific problems that the global community will have to face." 


For Dutch Reformed Mission Church in South Africa pastor Leonardo Appies, work 
on the study guide and the Driebergen consultation itself provided "a new 
vision on how we rely on one another to face this challenge, how 
interconnected we are as a human family". Swiss Protestant theologian Lukas 
Vischer, who has been actively involved in the climate change issue, thought 
Driebergen broke new ground in that it provided a common view of the 
implications of climate change and global warming, a guide for future 
ecumenical witness incorporating the voices of churches from all regions for 
the first time. 


Vischer also emphasized that while participants saw climate change as an 
urgent priority, that was because they thought that the response to this issue 
will provide a response to other issues - such as biodiversity or human rights 
- as well. 


This view was echoed by Granberg-Michaelson who suggests that climate change 
"represents a fundamental challenge to humanity’s future, raising critical 
questions regarding the relationship of humanity to the created world, and 
presenting radical imperatives for creating possibilities of sustainability 
and justice. As such it calls the churches to a deep and far-reaching 
response." [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.43 
WCC report on AIDS research programme in Africa presented 


KAMPALA, Uganda (EPS) --Poverty is a major cause of HIV transmission; women are 
especially vulnerable to HIV/AIDS; and "blame, shame and fear" are the most 
common reactions to it. 


Those were among the findings of an 18-month WCC-sponsored participatory 
action research (PAR) programme on AIDS and the community carried out in 
communities in Uganda, Tanzania and Zaire. A 170-page report on the research 
was discussed at an international conference here in September. Attending were 
95 health workers and delegates from Christian health associations, church 
health care programmes, supporting agencies, regional and national ecumenical 
bodies and international organizations involved in AIDS control. The report 
was presented by Erlinda Senturias, a medical doctor from the Philippines who 
is executive secretary for Churches’ Action for Health in the WCC’s Programme 
Unit on Life, Education and Mission. 


To test the theory that people who analyse their own situation, pool ideas and 
generate recommendations are most likely to find appropriate responses to 
AIDS-related problems, researchers sought to learn what local communities 
think, know and are doing about HIV/AIDS. Field workers from the three 
countries were trained to guide discussions on HIV/AIDS in "focus groups" 
drawn from one or another sector of society - youth, care-givers, church 
leaders, commercial sex workers and people living with HIV/AIDS. 


The report suggested that reactions of blame, shame and fear reflect cultural 
and theological prejudices and said the church community must reflect on its 
own understanding of morality in order to avoid victimization. The role of the 
church, it said, is to empower people to seek collective solutions. 


Participants in "South-South" study visits to PAR communities which were part 
of the programme observed that care is mainly provided by families who receive 
little support from government or church and that it is women who assure 
survival in communities affected by HIV/AIDS. They also spoke of a "split" 
between spiritual life and sexuality and said church leaders should be 
sensitized to HIV/AIDS-related problems and modify or clarify their message. 


According to Senturias the PAR techniques proved an effective means of 
"developing collective community consciousness and appropriate responses 
designed and implemented by the people themselves". Some groups did in fact 
begin to carry out their own recommendations, ranging from sensitizing local 
church leaders and working for legislation to prevent risky behaviour to 
providing protective gear for traditional midwives and offering social and 
material aid to those living with HIV/AIDS and unable to support themselves. 
After discussions in one community, people with AIDS formed a self-help club. 


Participants in the Kampala conference were divided on the question of condom 
use. Some argued that its availability and proper use is the only realistic 
and effective measure against the transmission of HIV; others insisted that 
abstinence before marriage and faithfulness to one partner is the only answer. 
Data collected by the study indicated that sexual life begins early in all 
three countries, and that women’s economic dependence on and sexual 
subordination to men makes them vulnerable to HIV infection. 


Other economic factors were also highlighted. "Structural adjustment policies" 
imposed by international financial institutions have a direct bearing on the 
spread of AIDS, participants said, because sharply reduced expenditures on 
welfare leave poor people more exposed to ill health and infection. Moreover, 
poor people with AIDS who are unable to work tend to fall into abject poverty. 
Churches were urged to strengthen local resources to look after the needs of 
those living with HIV/AIDS, orphans, widows and care-givers. Also underlined 
was the need for income-generating projects to afford women a measure of 
economic independence and for "gender analysis" of development projects. 


Senturias challenged participants to bring the PAR results to the attention 
of their church leaders and to encourage them to learn about community-based 
caring responses from the people concerned. At least two churches - the China 
Christian Council and the United Church of Christ in the Philippines - 
reported plans to try the PAR approach. Senturias said that the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) is ready to help disseminate what has been 
learned so that more organizations can benefit. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.44 
Earth Summit reps meet, face up to biotechnological ethics 


GENEVA (EPS)--Meeting here earlier this month, representatives of the 173 
governments who signed the convention on biodiversity at the UN Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro last year had a vivid example of ethical and legal questions 
raised by biotechnology - the collection, preservation and patenting of 
"pieces of life" for use in medicine, agriculture and industry. The case 
involves an indigenous woman from Panama whose genetic information is the 
object of a patent application in the US. Control and ownership of genetic 
resources, particularly those of indigenous peoples, is one of the issues 
addressed by the convention. 


The cell line of the woman, a member of the Guaymi people, is stored in the 
American Type Culture Collection (ATCC), the world’s largest such collection, 
with almost 60 000 rare materials ranging from yeasts and algae to human cell 
lines and plant viruses. Representatives of the Guaymi community are asking 
ATCC to return the cell line and the US Secretary of Commerce to suspend the 
patent claim until its implications are fully considered. 


Much of the germ-plasm used in biotechnology comes from plants, animals or the 
soil and is collected in the South. More than 90 per cent of it is kept in 
gene banks in Europe and North America; and new intellectual property laws in 
the North make virtually all of it patentable. Some has already been 
incorporated into breeding programmes that yield thousands of millions of 
dollars to farmers and agribusiness firms in the industrialized world - a 
trend that has caused consternation in the Third World. Human beings, 
particularly indigenous people, are also being targeted in the search for 
bioplasm. 


Ecumenical concern about the ethical and theological issues raised by 
biotechnology was highlighted in a report adopted by the WCC Central Committee 
in 1989; and the WCC’s Programme Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation supported 
the travel of two Guaymi representatives to Geneva to present their case to 
the UN biodiversity meeting this month. 


The 1989 report warned that "the scientific perspectives undergirding 
biotechnology function according to a mechanistic worldview where living 
organisms can be snipped, programmed, cloned, designed, replicated and 
manipulated at will", which it said contradicts the interrelated "sacramental" 
understanding of the integrity of creation. Moreover, "it often seems that the 
primary goal is not the welfare of the global biosystem nor even the welfare 
of the human species within it, but rather the maximizing of material 
advantages for those few most able to appropriate and profit from the 
extraction of the earth’s resources." 


A Human Genome Diversity Project run by universities in North America and 
Europe to take blood, tissue and hair samples from hundreds of "endangered" 
human communities around the world typifies this approach. The project is 
supported by the US National Institute of Health; and the US is pushing for 
the patenting of all life forms within the framework of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


Pat Mooney of RAFI, an international coalition of nongovernmental 
organizations which has worked with the WCC on biodiversity issues, says "the 
sampling and patenting of an indigenous person has profoundly negative 
implications for all indigenous persons and, in fact, all of humankind", 
arguing that no person or firm ought to make a profit from the genes of poor 
people whose physical survival is in danger. 


The presence of the two Guaymi representatives at the opening of the 
biodiversity convention in Geneva helped to focus attention on the human 
dimension of a complex scientific debate. At a press conference earlier, one 
of them, Isidro Acosta, told journalists that the indigenous people concerned 
should be the ones to decide how their cell lines may be used. He said the use 
of human bioplasm for healing purposes would be culturally acceptable to 
Guaymis, but commercializing and patenting it is dehumanizing, an instance of 
the exercise of power of the strong over the weak and contrary to Guaymi law. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.45 
Churches, government, respond swiftly to Indian earthquake 


GENEVA (EPS) --The response by government and local voluntary agencies to the 
devastating earthquake that struck the Indian states of Maharashtra and 
Karnataka in the early morning hours of 30 September was a model of self- 
reliance and efficiency, says WCC Emergencies officer Nico Keulemans. 


The quake, measuring 6.5 on the Richter scale, was India’s worst in five 
decades. Some 35 000 people lost their lives, mostly children and parents 
buried under the rubble of stone houses. In many cases the only family members 
spared were old people sleeping outside their homes. 


Rescue and relief operations were immediately undertaken by the government. 
State administrations provided coordination and services, and much of the 
actual rescue work was done by the army. Also quick to mobilize was the joint 
Churches Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA), which sent a total of five teams 
to the area to gather information, assess needs and set up operational 
headquarters. The government accepted CASA’s offer to provide immediate relief 
to 10 000 people and allocated 22 villages to its care. 


Eye witnesses in the area after the quake, including journalist Eileen Maybin 
of the British church agency Christian Aid, said the most urgent task was 
extricating victims from the debris and disposing of their bodies in the hot 
and humid climate - a task made more difficult by scarcity of firewood - and 
providing shelter for survivors, most of whom were sleeping out in fields 
drenched by late monsoon rains. 


Meeting in Bangkok at the time of the quake, the commission for the WCC 
Programme Unit on Sharing and Service sent a message of sympathy and prayers 
to the Indian churches. WCC general secretary Konrad Raiser wrote a few days 
later to Church of North India moderator A. C. Lal expressing the council’s 
"prayerful compassion and sympathy as we hear of the massive death toll, the 
suffering of the surviving victims and the destruction throughout the region". 


Ecumenical partner agencies quickly covered CASA’s initial budget of 

US$ 500 000 for emergency relief. Plans for rehabilitation and reconstruction 
will be announced at a WCC-coordinated roundtable at the end of this month. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.46 
India: ecumenical body stresses need for justice, reconciliation 


NAGPUR, India (EPS)--The need for justice, reconciliation and healing in the 
Christian community was underscored in a message from forty leaders of member 
churches of the National Council of Churches in India at a mid-September 
meeting here on the theme "Revitalizing our Ecumenical Mission". 


Expressing concern "about the brokenness of the Christian community, which is 
often manifested in intra-church disputes, court cases and ethnic and caste- 
based violence", the church leaders called for the establishment of "systems 
of justice within the church which include mechanisms for appeal to redress 
grievances" and appealed to churches and Christian communities to accept 
"ecumenical missions of justice, peace and healing". 


Other imperatives identified were the recognition of "evangelically oriented 
bodies", formulation of joint strategies for evangelism and social concern, 
incorporation of more women in ecumenical activities and development of 
"collective leadership and shared ministry". 


The message also addressed several national issues. Regarding the debate on 
proposals by the government to "delink" religion from politics, the church 
leaders urged that India’s "heritage of pluralism and Gandhian secularism" be 
preserved. They also reiterated the call often made in Christian circles in 
India that benefits made available to Dalits (untouchables) be extended to 
Christian as well as Hindus, Buddhists and Sikhs [EPS 93.09.67]. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.47 
WCC Unit IV commission challenged over poverty and conflict 


BANGKOK & GENEVA (EPS)--In a world where violence and poverty cause 
unbelievable suffering, the churches and the ecumenical movement must identify 
the unique contribution they can make to peace and justice. That is the 
conviction of Myra Blyth, Director of the World Council of Churches (WCC) Unit 
IV: Sharing and Service. Blyth was speaking on her return to Geneva froma 
Bangkok meeting (29 September-4 October) of the Unit IV Commission. 


The meeting brought together 25 commissioners and 17 staff members to consider 
the future work of Unit IV. In an interview, Blyth highlighted a presentation 
made to the meeting by one of the commissioners, Elizabeth Ferris. Ferris is 
the Director for the Immigration and Refugees Programme of Church World 
Service for the National Council of Churches, USA. 


In her paper, Ferris analysed what she sees as the direct link between 
persistent poverty and conflict. Blyth said Ferris had provided a clear 
explanation of the challenges created by poverty and war and had come up with 
some provocative suggestions about how Unit IV might respond to the world’s 
needs. 


Ferris believed the churches and the ecumenical movement could not hope to 
respond to all the world’s need. She also pointed out that the public’s 


attention and response to emergencies is media driven. Therefore, the WCC 
and other Christian bodies have to work out how they can respond to "silent 
emergencies" - those places of poverty and war which disappear from the 


headlines once the TV crews have moved on to the next crisis or disaster. 


Blyth said Ferris’ analysis made clear that theological reflection, rather 
than simply responding to media interest and pressure, was the only way to 
decide where and how the churches should become involved. The commission 
meeting had set up a working group with representatives from the six 
continents to investigate Unit IV’s role in a world of increasingly complex 
emergencies. 


Turning to current examples of persistent poverty and conflict, Blyth pointed 
out the imbalances between the aid which goes to countries either in or out 
of the news. The former Yugoslavia, she claimed, had recently received 
USS 26 million in ecumenical aid. Her commissioners had asked her to find out 
what the input to Africa had been over the same period. This, said Blyth, was 
not to make light of the crisis in the former Yugoslavia nor to play one area 
off against another. However, she added, it was easier to raise money for 
places in the public eye rather than those without media attention. Any 
imbalance that exists, Blyth maintains, must be redressed and she believes the 
churches and ecumenical movement are uniquely placed to help do this for they 
work to Gospel, rather than secular criteria. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.48 
LWF supports end of sanctions against South Africa 


GENEVA (EPS) --The Lutheran World Federation has backed the call from the South 
African Council of Churches (SACC) for an end to economic sanctions against 
South Africa. 


In a 27 September statement, LWF general secretary Gunnar Staalsett said the 
ending of sanctions was "a new and significant step in the process of changing 
the South African society from apartheid to a multi-party democracy". 


The SACC statement was issued on 24 September, a few hours before Nelson 
Mandela, President of the African National Congress made his own request for 
the world community to lift all economic sanctions. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.49 
Arie Brouwer dies at 58 


GENEVA (EPS)--Staff of organizations whose offices are in the Ecumenical 
Centre here joined in a 13 October memorial service for former World Council 
of Churches deputy general secretary Arie Brouwer, who died at his home in 
Teaneck, New Jersey (USA), on 7 October, following a nine-month battle with 
cancer. sHetwaso5sse 


Brouwer became a member of the WCC Central Committee in 1977 when he was 
appointed general secretary of the Reformed Church in America. He served on 
the planning committee for the WCC’s Sixth Assembly (Vancouver, 1983) and 
after the Assembly was named to succeed Konrad Raiser as WCC deputy general 
secretary and staff moderator for the Programme Unit on Justice and Service. 
In 1985 he left Geneva to become general secretary of the US National Council 
of Churches. His tenure in that position was turbulent, coinciding with a 
mandate to reorganize and unify the NCC. In May 1989, after the NCC governing 
board split 57-57 on a call for new leadership "in the light of the direction 
of the new style of organization" of the Council, Brouwer tendered his 
resignation. 


Raiser, now WCC General Secretary, said "the ecumenical movement worldwide has 
lost a tireless servant, visionary leader and good friend... Arie’s warm 
spirituality and insightful theological reflection, rooted in his own 
Calvinist tradition, were deepened and enriched by his ecumenical encounters 
and have in turn enriched many of us." 


The WCC General Secretary paid tribute to Brouwer’s "courageous advocacy of 
justice for the poorest and weakest and his unflagging engagement on behalf 
of costly reconciliation, especially between. his own country and the then- 
Soviet Union and. among the people of South Africa and the Middle East". 


Brouwer took part in a 1979 conference in Geneva at which church leaders from 
the US and the USSR issued a joint call for disarmament, was present for a 
"Drayer summit" of church leaders from the two countries during the 1985 
meeting between Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev in Geneva and addressed 
official celebrations of the millennium of the Russian Orthodox Church in 
LIS 3 


Long engaged in the struggle against apartheid in South Africa, Brouwer was 
one of the overseas church leaders to testify in 1983 before a South African 
government commission which was considering a recommendation to forbid the 
South African Council of Churches from receiving funds from abroad, which 
constituted 80 to 90 per cent of its financial support. 


In the past several years Brouwer devoted his time to developing Middle East 
Peace Makers, a US-based Christian study and action network working for 
reconciliation. From October 1992 until May of this year, when his illness 
made it impossible to continue, he served as interim pastor of an RCA 
congregation in Glen Rock, New Jersey. 


He is survived by his wife Harriet, two sons and two daughters and one 
granddaughter. The family requested that memorial contributions be directed 
to the WCC’s worship formation programme. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.50 
Middle East: interfaith dialogue has decisive role to play 


HEPPENHEIM, Germany (EPS) --Sigmund Sternberg, chair of the executive committee 
of the International Council of Christians and Jews, the umbrella organization 
for interfaith bodies of Christians and Jews in 24 countries, met in early 
October with Afif Safieh, chief representative of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization in London. An ICCJ press release says the two agreed that 
conversations between Muslims, Christians and Jews in the Middle East and in 
the whole world have a decisive role to play in replacing a situation of 
"dialogue through weapons" by one in which "dialogue is the only weapon". 
Safieh suggested that a united Jerusalem could be the capital of both Israel 
and a Palestinian state. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.51 
Environment campaign launched in US 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK (EPS) --American Christian and Jewish groups have launched a three- 
year campaign to broaden and intensify the commitment of the religious 
community to the protection of the environment. Called the National Religious 
Partnership for the Environment, it has four participants: National Council 
of Churches (NCC), US Catholic Conference (USCC), various conservative 
evangelicals united in an Evangelical Environmental Network and Jews working 
through a Consultation on the Environment and Jewish Life. 


Paul Gorman, an Episcopal layman who has been working as vice president for 
public affairs and programme at the Episcopal Cathedral of St John the Divine 
in New York, is executive director of the Partnership, based at the 
cathedral’s office building. In an interview (12 October), he predicted the 
project would eventually raise a budget of US$ 4.5 million. Already, he 
said, $3 million have been pledged by foundations, including Pew, Cummings, 
Surdna, Rockefeller and Ford. 


Gorman said the Partnership would operate in a "federative" style, with the 
four participants carrying out separate programmes and his office providing 
over-all coordination. He said the Partnership would employ about a dozen 
staff, getting orientation 13-15 October, and some of them would be placed at 
the separate offices being established for the four groups. The Partnership 
would also maintain a staff presence at the offices of the Union of Concerned 
Scientists to keep in touch with scientific thinking, he said. 


Formal, public launching of the Partnership, the culmination of some three 
years of preparatory activity, was announced in Washington on the feast of St 
Francis, 4 October. Vice President Albert Gore Jr, who has given special 
attention to environmental issues, met with leaders of the partnership and 
spoke at a press conference announcing their plans. Gorman said Gore, who had 
talked with Pope John Paul II about environmental concerns during a meeting 
in Denver, expressed hope that efforts like the Partnership would be 
undertaken internationally. 


The movement to enlist US religious groups in a serious, united environmental 
effort was initiated in January 1990, when 64 prominent scientists issued an 
"Open Letter to the Religious Community". "Mindful of our common 
responsibility, we scientists - many of us long engaged in combatting the 
environmental crisis - urgently appeal to the world religious community to 
commit, in word and deed, and as boldly as is required, to preserve the 
environment of the earth", they said. With a foundation providing funds, a 
project called the Joint Appeal by Religion and Science for the Environment 
was then undertaken. Dean James Morton of the Cathedral of St John the 
Divine and astronomer Carl Sagan of Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, 
served as co-chairmen. 


Ncc, USCC, evangelical and Jewish leaders subsequently had a variety of 
meetings, together and in separate groups, and consulted with scientists and 
members of Congress about ways the religious community could help. A major 
emphasis in these meetings and in the strategy now of the Partnership has been 
linking environmental concern with efforts for social justice. Blacks, other 
ethnic minorities and their allies have sometimes viewed the environmental 
movement as a white middle class interest, and stayed aloof out of a concern 
to avoid any diversion of attention from the issues of racism and poverty. 


At a June 1991 meeting in New York, religious leaders brought the two goals 
together in declaring, "We believe a consensus now exists, at the highest 
level of leadership across a significant spectrum of religious traditions, 
that the cause of environmental integrity and justice must occupy a position 
of utmost priority for people of faith". In a still broader embrace, their 
statement also said, "Economic equity, racial justice, gender equality and 
environmental well-being are interconnected and all are essential to peace". 


Gorman said one of the first events of the campaign would be a summit of black 
religious leaders in Washington 1-2 December to "dramatize the commitment to 
deal with racism, poverty and the environment together". [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.52 
Letters exchanged on crises in Russia, Georgia 


GENEVA (EPS) --World Council of Churches General Secretary Konrad Raiser sent 
a letter of appreciation (4 October) to Orthodox Patriarch Alexei II of Moscow 
for his efforts "to mediate the conflict" that arose when President Boris 
Yeltsin dissolved the Russian parliament last month. Raiser described the 
patriarch’s role in seeking a peaceful resolution as important "to the whole 
Oikoumene". Before the storming of the parliament, Conference of European 
Churches General Secretary Jean Fischer had written to Alexei, who was 
president of CEC from 1987-1992, to wish him "strength and success in his 
mediation and pastoral counselling of the persons involved". 


Fischer, like Raiser [EPS 93.10.03], also sent a message to Patriarch Ilia II 
of the Georgian Orthodox Church, commending his "efforts to bring about peace, 
justice and reconciliation" in that strife-torn former Soviet republic. 
Deploring the "terrible acts" which have led to many deaths and casualties and 
"waves of refugees", Fischer said European churches were "ready to mobilise 
support and resources in favour of the victims". 


In a response expressing gratitude for Raiser’s message, Ilia said the tragedy 
in Georgia "would not have taken place" without "the interference of external 
forces". He added that a priest had been killed in his churchyard, other 
clergy and a bishop had been forced to leave their parishes and diocese, many 
dead people were lying in the streets and hundreds of thousands of people 
needing aid were fleeing the Abkhazia, where separatists have been fighting 
for independence from Georgia. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.53 
Argentina: indigenous make stand for land rights 


BUENOS AIRES (EPS) - Weary of unfulfilled promises by politicians, about 1000 
Toba Indians from Argentina’s Chaco Province occupied a bridge leading to land 
where they have been living since before the Spanish conquest. Supported by 
the regional office of the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI), the Toba 
decided to attract public attention to their struggle by blocking the road to 
trucks and other transport for one day in September as a protest against 
administrative holdups that have prevented their receiving legal title to a 
150 000-hectare plot of land they say belongs to them. 


The disputed land was in fact returned to the Toba at the beginning of the 
century but never surveyed. In 1991 the Chaco government recognized their 
territorial rights, and the next year the national government allocated funds 
to put the principle into legal effect. But the money has never arrived; and 
with the outcome of their claim uncertain, Toba families now occupying the 
land are not farming it and are living in poverty. 


Most Toba belong to the (Protestant) United Toba Church, which is a member of 
CLAI. As in the case of the indigenous Wichi community earlier this year, CLAI 
arranged meetings with the authorities on the land problem. Several Buenos 
Aires churches housed and fed Toba leaders who spent several weeks in the 
Capital. Argentine Methodist journalist Dafne Sabanes Plou says the 
negotiations were an uphill struggle, with officials seeming more concerned 
about forthcoming elections than about resolving an age-old problem. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.54 
Fire claims seminary’s rare books 


NEW YORK (EPS) -- A fire has damaged a collection of rare theological books 
at the General Theological Seminary in New York, according to The Episcopal 
News Service. Caused by a construction worker’s acetylene torch during 
renovations to the library, the fire, on 23 September, gutted the rare book 
vault. Around 300 volumes were either burned or charred. The damage was 
mainly confined to a collection of 17th and 18th century French and Latin 
Bibles. The rarest of the seminary’s collection escaped damage. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.55 
US: sociologists say more church income is spent locally 


HOLLAND, Michigan/USA (EPS)--Two sociologists from Hope College have 
challenged the widespread theory that financial support for mainline 
denominational structures in the US is declining because the "people in the 
pew" oppose "liberal policies" of church leaders. Instead, say Roger Nemeth 
and Donald Luidens, it is the need to "compete for members" which is forcing 
congregations| to spend more of their income locally. 


Virtually all of the largest Protestant denominations in the US have made 
major cuts in national programming in the past several years, some reducing 
their staffs by as much as 25 per cent. 


According to Religious News Service, the results of a study of church giving 
conducted by Nemeth and Luidens will be presented to the Society for the 
Scientific Study of Religion later this month. The two sociologists conclude 
that the situation disclosed in their data gives "a decided competitive 
advantage to denominations that vest authority locally, like the Baptists, 
over those that keep more power in hierarchical structures, such as the 
Episcopalians and Roman Catholics... 


"Congregations having fewer denominational constraints and expectations are 
freer to devote their resources to the types of services desired by their 
members, and they will be able to more easily adapt to changing market 
demands." 


Before World War II, Nemeth and Luidens say, US Christians tended to stay in 
their parents’ denomination. But the family of the typical post-war "baby 
boomer" is "a consumer of religion, looking for the church that offers the 
programmes and special ministries it desires most". Obliged to provide more 
specialized services locally, congregations are thus sending less money to 
denominational headquarters. 


Major expenses connected to the increased emphasis on local spending, the 
study says, can be traced to three sources: higher costs for education, 
housing, pensions and insurance for pastors; a higher minister-to-member 
ration; and reduced numbers of volunteers because of the entry of women into 
the labour force. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.56 
US floods: Christians and churches respond warmly with aid 


INDIANAPOLIS (EPS)--Reports in Disciples News Service and Religious News 
Service say Christians and churches in Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe were 
among those responding to appeals for aid from midwestern areas of the US hit 
by this year’s unprecedented flooding of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. 


An appeal for "prayerful solidarity" to 36 African partners of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) also elicited gifts of money from the United 
Congregational Church of Southern Africa (US$ 1600), the Christian Council of 
Ghana (§ 1000) and Kgologano Theological College in Botswana ($ 100). The 
Theological Education by Extension programme in Zambia asked that $ 300 - 25 
per cent of its 1994 grant from the Disciples Division of Overseas Ministries 
- be given instead to US flood relief. 


The United Church of Christ Board for World Ministries received a cheque of 
$ 5000 from the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. Moved by news reports of damage 
to farms, homes, churches and communities, Taiwanese Presbyterians wanted "to 
share in a small way" in the relief effort, said general secretary C.S. Yang. 


Among those donating a week of work to the recovery effort in Iowa and 
Missouri were 50 visiting farmers from Ukraine, coordinated by a Lutheran 
agency. The Ukrainians said they wanted to return the kindness of a group of 
US farmers who went to their country last year to share agricultural 
techniques and technology. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.57 
Church and voluntary groups highlight refugee needs to UNHCR 


GENEVA (EPS) --Representatives of church groups and voluntary agencies made 
submissions to the recent Geneva meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees’ Programme (UNHCR) (4-8 October) . 


On behalf of non-governmental organizations, the International Council of 
Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) expressed concern about the needs of refugee women 
and called for the immediate implementation of the UNHCR Policy on Refugee 
Women. 


Pointing out that Africa continues to host huge numbers of refugees, ICVA 
criticised "the declining interest of the international community" for Africa. 


ICVA also criticised current approaches taken by European countries over 
refugees. "Restrictive and deterrent" policies were being followed, ICVA 
claimed. 


In his intervention, Msgr Paul Tabet, permanent Vatican representative to the 
United Nations in Geneva, stressed the need to support and strengthen the 
institution of asylum and the principle of non-deportation of refugees. 


Tabet said it was important to creat a climate "in which xenophobic reactions 
could be avoided". He called on states and international organizations to 
treat refugees with the consideration they deserve, particularly by assisting 
in the regrouping of families. 


In an interview after the meeting, Patrick Taran, Secretary for Migration at 
the World Council of Churches in Geneva, welcomed what the Executive Committee 
had said about the particular difficulties which refugee women face. Taran 
was encouraged official recognition had now been given that sexual violence 
against women as a form of persecution constitutes a gross violation of human 
rights. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.58 
Carey speaks on Christian values in Europe 


CANTERBURY/UK (EPS)--Christian churches can offer three signposts to Europe 
"at a crossroads", according to Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey, as a 
"value-bearing", "remembering" and "worshipping and serving community". 


Speaking at a September colloquium on Christian values in Europe, the primate 
of worldwide Anglicanism warned that "if nations are to transcend crude 
nationalism and interest groups mere selfishness, values will need to be held 
in trust by the community. They will not issue from the survival of the 
fittest nor be simply dictated by the market." Europe’s churches "should not 
apologize for values which have shaped the cultural heritage of our lands", 
Carey continued, affirming that "a Christian ethic still has the power to 
embrace whole nations". 


On the need to remember, Carey said the churches in the past have been "guilty 
of promoting division and distrust" and that while progress in ecumenism was 
"moderately encouraging, we have a long way to go". 


Carey described the church in England as the product of European history. When 
Augustine brought Latin Christianity there 1400 years ago "as a gift from 
mainland Europe", the Celtic mission had already begun to proclaim the gospel. 
Both churches "were soon united in a common worship and mission to the 
people". 


Within the diverse context of contemporary European society the Christian 
church still retains its call to mission, Carey said. For that reason, "just 
as St Augustine had to adapt the gospel to the needs of England, so we must 
give attention to the needs of our day and to the challenge of secularity", 
Carey concluded. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.59 
African Orthodox youth hold their first seminar 


ACCRA (EPS)--Representatives of Orthodox youth movements in seven African 
countries - Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda 
- were joined by observers and resource persons from Europe and North America 
at the first African Orthodox Youth Seminar here in mid-September. 


The seminar was organized by Syndesmos, the world fellowship of Orthodox 
youth, to coincide with celebrations of the tenth anniversary of the official 
founding of the Orthodox Church of Ghana. The Orthodox church is growing in 
many parts of Africa, according to a report in Orthodox Press Service; and 
Syndesmos membership now includes youth movements in a half dozen African 
countries. 


Country reports given by individual participants underscored without exception 
that communication is a major problem - both within their own parishes and 
countries and internationally - due to inadequate communication systems, lack 
of reliable transport, low levels of education and literacy and insufficient 
funds to print and distribute materials. 


Participants offered a variety of recommendations in the areas of spiritual 
and general education for young people, training of youth workers, provision 
of teaching materials and practical youth work and activities. Ten priorities 
in the area of communication among youth groups in Africa were also 
identified, including establishment, in conjunction with Syndesmos, of an 
African Orthodox Youth Secretariat and development of a unified African 
Orthodox youth programme. 


Other needs in this area, said a communiqué following the ten-day workshop, 
include establishing cooperation in mission between Eastern Orthodox churches 
in Africa and the continent’s two large Oriental Orthodox Churches (in Egypt 
and Ethiopia), encouragement of ecumenical cooperation and documentation of 
the history of the Orthodox churches in Africa. 


The communiqué also spoke of parish visits in five Ghanaian Orthodox 
communities, where participants said they "witnessed vibrant participation in 
liturgical life..., in modest but well-kept and loved church buildings. It was 
clear that church life is kept alive and nurtured by children, young adults 
and women." 


They noted that a lack of books is a problem for both clergy and people, and 
that local churches in Ghana are also affected by the tendency of young people 
to leave towns and villages. While many different denominations are present 
in each town, the report described cooperation among them as encouraging. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.60 
Churches share information on Central and Eastern Europe 


VIENNA (EPS) --Current information about mostly small Protestant churches in 
Central and Eastern Europe was shared by some forty participants at a 
conference of churches in the Danube region, held here 4-6 October. 


According to the Austrian Protestant press service epd-o, Bishop Andrej Beredi 
of the Slovak-speaking Lutheran church in Yugoslavia deplored "hasty and one- 
sided" attributions of guilt in the protracted war there. He described a 
steadily worsening economic situation, with inflation reaching as much as 30 
per cent a day, and the rate of serious crime mounting. Beredi said economic 
Sanctions against Serbia and Montenegro affect thousands of innocent people, 
who need hope but also need bread and medicines. 


The victory of left-wing parties in Poland’s September elections was 
interpreted by Protestant bishop Jan Szarek of Warsaw as also indicating the 
people’s rejection of a Roman Catholic state. Romanian Lutheran bishop Michael 
Gross told of the precipitous decline in the membership of his German-speaking 
church due to emigration: 250 000 before World War II, 185 000 in 1970, 

110 000 at the end of 1989 and 25 000 at present - most of them, Gross said, 


older people. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.61 
Jerusalem: UNESCO says Church of Holy Sepulchre could lose status 


PARIS (EPS)--In a sharply worded warning to leaders of the Greek Orthodox, 
Armenian and Latin Christian communities in Jerusalem, the UNESCO director 
general has said the Church of the Holy Sepulchre could risk losing its status 
as part of what the UN organization describes as the universal human heritage. 


Federico Mayor issued the challenge on 12 October during the opening session 
of the UNESCO executive council here. At issue, says the Catholic press 
service APIC, is renovation work being undertaken on the church by the three 
communities which share the building, believed according to a venerable 
Christian tradition to be the site of the tomb from which Jesus arose. 
Deploring their decision not to involve UNESCO in the renovation project, 
Mayor urged the Christian communities to reflect on the consequences of the 
work under way and to rethink it, as well as future plans, in terms of 
safeguarding the "intrinsic value of the monument". 


By contrast, the director general said, Muslim leaders in Jerusalem have 
followed UNESCO suggestions and formed an international committee of experts 
to advise on restoration work on the city’s two most sacred Islamic sites - 
the Dome of the Rock and the Al Aqsa mosque. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.62 
Asia: regional meeting addresses violence against women 


BALI, Indonesia (EPS) --Asian women are more and more willing to "speak their 
pain" in response to violence against them, according to the Bali Declaration, 
made by a regional consultation here in August. The meeting was organized by 
the WCC programme on the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with 
Women in cooperation with the Christian Conference of Asia Women’s Programme 
and the Asia Women Human Rights Council. 


Fifty women of different faiths and ideologies from 17 Asian countries looked 
at violence against women from psychological, social and economic, political 
and theological perspectives and discussed how to prevent it. The Declaration 
spoke of "modern myths" that contribute to violence against women and of 
traditions that make it widespread both in countries that are affluent (Japan, 
Singapore, Korea) and impoverished (Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, the Philippines). 


The Declaration identified the idea of "civilized man" as one myth that has 
"marginalized the intuitive, the lyrical, the feminine". Another is the myth 
of "progress fuelled by the philosophy of the survival of the fittest". After 
noting that these myths were transmitted to Asia by the dominant Western 
culture, the Declaration goes on to warn that criticism of the modern 
scientific worldview should not "entrap us in traditionalism and cultural 
relativism, for traditions have often been used in all our cultures to 
subjugate and silence women". 


Among old and new forms of violence against Asian women the Declaration cites 
militarization, ethnic and communal strife, "dowry deaths", incest and marital 
rape and family control of women’s bodies. It says the "patriarchal tenets" 
of "institutionalized religion... have marginalized and domesticated the 
female and the feminine", while social and legal codes are "either blind to 
crimes against women or see them as acts of individual aberration". 


Although the Declaration says violence against women has intensified in Asia 
despite two decades of organized activism, it finds hope in a new willingness 
among Asian women "to give the personal and subjective a more public 
articulation..., to demand social reparation and justice..., to extend the 
human rights discourse and practice into a terrain not considered political." 


Consultation participants from Asian churches drafted a separate ecumenical 
statement on the role of religion in perpetuating violence against women and 
faulting the churches for silence about it. Reflecting on "the patriarchal 
content of all Asian religions", the statement said interfaith dialogue may 
lead to discovery of "liberation strands" and "protest potential" in all 
faiths. Churches were urged to set up crisis centres for violence victims, 
incorporate the topic in seminaries and local Christian education programmes 
and affirm women’s new theological visions of a violence-free world. [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.63 
Swedish bishops issue jubilee year letter 


UPPSALA (EPS)--A 23-page letter on "justice and morality in the global 
economy", released by Church of Sweden bishops as part of "jubilee year" 
celebrations of the 400th anniversary of Lutheranism in Sweden, draws on the 
study document on Christian faith and the world economy, "Abundant Life for 
All", commended to the churches by the WCC Central Committee in August 1992. 


Despite the current economic slowdown, the bishops say the Church of Sweden 
"belongs to the rich part of the world" and must turn in this jubilee year 
towards the poorest countries of the world, "where personal freedom is most 
neglected, slavery is in force, people are economically, culturally and 
sexually exploited and the environment is exposed to life-threatening 
pressure". 


The bishops note that since the Enlightenment, economics has not been seen as 
a concern of the church and that "during the financial crises of the last 
decade theological assessments on the economy have not been taken into 
account. Economy is seen as a technical business, free of value judgements." 
They argue that, to the contrary, "there is a moral dimension to development 
and to obstacles to development. The warning flag that the church has brought 
with it from the very earliest times is raised anew against the monetary and 
financial systems of our time." 


Arguing that "economic debt can change into moral debt and pass over to those 
who demand more than what is just", the bishops say the debt of the South to 
the North has already been "more than repaid" and should be written off in the 
spirit of jubilee. The rich countries, they suggest, owe God a spiritual and 
moral debt for asking for more than what is just, for failing "to dare, or 
want, to let mercy and grace go before right". The jubilee year is thus an 
opportunity for change and renewal: "Together with change goes liberation from 
debts to God for that which is done against the will of God". 


Drawing out the implications of their letter for the Church of Sweden itself, 
the bishops note that "the church administers much money and property. The 
Jubilee Year should be taken as a starting point for a thorough analysis of 
the economical stewardship of the church in the light of the biblical 
revelation and the... tradition of the Church. When the structures of economic 
life have reached a point of crisis, the time has come for new structures that 
better mirror the Creator’s original aim and ultimate vision. 


"Even as times in our country seem difficult and the problems in a world with 
shocking poverty seem insoluble, it is the task of Christians to preserve hope 
and confidence in the future", the letter concludes. "Christian faith rests 
on the reality of the resurrection of Christ. It ascertains the victory of 
good over evil. Forgiveness obliterates sin and guilt. Death has to give in 
to life." [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.64 
Chile: proposed controversial legislation withdrawn 


SANTIAGO, Chile (EPS) --Proposed legislation that would have protected military 
personnel who violated human rights during the dictatorship of General Augusto 
Pinochet in Chile was withdrawn in September after leftist members threatened 
to pull out of the coalition government of President Patricio Aylwin. The bill 
was proposed by Aylwin in May after the military demonstrated its opposition 
to legal proceedings against officers accused of human rights violations. 


Its effect would have been to convert into law a 1978 amnesty decree by 
Pinochet, which not only provided protection from prosecution to all military 
personnel accused of political crimes between 1973 and 1978 but also 
guaranteed secrecy to military witnesses and defendants - a major flaw 
according to the bill’s opponents. 


Supporters said the law would end "the painful events of the past and allow 
Chileans to look to the future and reconcile with each other". Latinamerica 
Press reports that several Roman Catholic bishops, led by Chilean bishops 
conference president Fernando Ariztia, backed the initiative, while relatives 
of people who disappeared in detention under the dictatorship and political 
groups outside the ruling coalition were the first to object to the proposal. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.10.65 
Australian church leaders react positively to Sydney olympics 


SYDNEY (EPS) - Australian church leaders reacted in a generally positive way 
to the decision of the International Olympics Committee to hold the 2000 games 
in Sydney, though most of them cited in media releases added words of 
challenge to their expressions of delight or appreciation. The IOC vote on 23 
September was closely covered by Australian media, and an estimated 60 000 
people in the Circular Quay area broke into cheers at the news when the result 
was finally announced at 4:30 a.m. local time. 


Sydney’s Anglican archbishop Harry Goodhew said the privilege of hosting the 
Olympic games brings responsibilities. "Perhaps as a measure of wise 
stewardship we should urge the Federal Government to redirect additional 
revenue from tourism connected with the 2000 Olympics to foreign aid, relief 
and development work", the Anglican primate said. 


According to Uniting Church in Australia national mission director Dorothy 
McRae-McMahon, "the church is committed to monitoring the well-being of all 
Australians as we move into the preparations for this great event". She 
invited all Australians "to join with the church in working towards a more 
caring and just society" which would "celebrate the diversity of our 
multicultural community and bring in a new day for Aboriginal people". 


Gordon Moyes, superintendent of Sydney’s Wesley Mission, has been named 
chairman of an Olympics Homestay Programme, a joint project of the churches 
and the Rotary Club, which hopes to host some 25 000 relatives of Olympic 
athletes without cost in Sydney. The project is based on the fact that most 
Olympians are teenagers and that, for the 97 per cent of them who - after 
eight years of training and intense pressure - win no medals, consolation can 
best come from their parents. But few if any athletes from the Third World 
will be able to afford the cost of having parents accompany them to Sydney. 


Plans are already being laid for an interdenominational sports ministry around 
the games, drawing on strategies being developed for the 1996 Olympics in 
Atlanta. 


Under the heading "A wayward view", however, a contributor to the Anglican 
weekly Church Scene accused Sydney of "losing its soul" to win the competition 
for the 2000 games. Given the devotion with which Australians "worship sport", 
wrote Ross Saunders, it was fitting that the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation played Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus in the background for its radio 
announcement of the awarding of the games to Sydney. 


"How many poor will be forced out of their rented accommodation and into the 
streets?", Saunders asked. "How many community sports grounds and swimming 
pools will toss out their locals" to welcome the games? [EPS] 


EPS 93.10.66 
Australia: prayer week "unprecedented display of unity" 


CANBERRA (EPS) --More than 400 Christian, Jewish, Muslim and Baha’i religious 
leaders came here on 21 September for what the weekly Church Scene called "an 
historic and unprecedented display of unity". The occasion was the national 
launch, at Parliament House, of a week of prayer for reconciliation between 
the wider Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. Besides prayers and worship services, observance of the week around 
the country featured a variety of educational activities designed to heighten 
awareness of the situation of indigenous Australians. 


Alluding to a current political issue in Australia, Brian Kyme, national 
director of the Australian Board of Missions, said he hoped "the grievances 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people will be dealt with before 
Australia becomes a republic". Kyme thinks white Australians "are reluctant 
to work for reconciliation because they do not hold themselves responsible for 
the failures of their forbears". But he urged Australian Christians to "move 
away from apportioning blame towards tackling issues of justice". [EPS] 
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Forthcoming major WCC meetings: 


20-28 January 1994: Central Committee, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


KKKKKKEKK 


Acting in Faith, a new 29-minute colour video on the WCC, is now available for 
purchase at a special introductory price. It was produced only in English and 
intended particularly for the United States, but some people may find it 
useful for introducing the Council to other English-speaking audiences as 
well. It can be ordered (in NTSC) from the World Council of Churches office 
in New York (475 Riverside Drive, Room 915, New York, N. Y. 10115) for US$ 10, 
plus §$ 2.90 postage and handling, until 31 December, and thereafter for $ 
29.50. It can also be obtained (in VHS/PAL) from the Swiss headquarters of 
the WCC (Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland) for SF 17.50, plus postage, and 
after 31 December for SF 35. For further information on the film, see EPS 
937 OS Or 
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EPS °938:b1701 
wCC announces latest Special Fund to Combat Racism grants 


N.B. Embargoed 12:00 GMT 15 November 1993 


GENEVA (EPS) --Grants totalling US$ 360 000 will be made this year to 28 groups 
by the World Council of Churches’ Special Fund to Combat Racism. Last year’s 
grants totalled USS 375 000. 


The latest grants were approved by the WCC Executive Committee at its 
September 1993 meeting in Sigtuna, Sweden (EPS 93.09.52). The aims of the 
organizations which receive grants must not be in conflict with the general 
purposes of the WCC and the grants are to used for "humanitarian activities" 
(i.e. social, health, educational, legal aid purposes, etc.). The annual 
grants are given "to organizations that combat racism, rather than welfare 
organizations that alleviate the effects of racism and which would normally 
be eligible for support from other units of the WCC". 


Money for the Special Fund comes from designated contributions made by 
individuals, churches, ecumencial councils, church agencies, anti-racism 
groups and governments. The first grants were made in 1970. (See EPS 93.09.57 
for details of Special Fund income). 


In the latest listings, USS 100 000 has been generally allocated to South 
Africa and is "available for liberation movements and other organizations to 
participate effectively in negotiation and electoral processes". 


The Executive Committee has delegated the decision on specific grants for 
South Africa to the General Secretary in consultation with the Executive 
Committee officers. 


The grant to South Africa follows the pledge of continued WCC support for the 
process towards democracy in South Africa, made by General Secretary Konrad 
Raiser after a fact-finding visit to the country last August. 


The USS 100 000 will be used "(1) to undertake educational programmes on 
democracy and voter education and (2) for training in electoral monitoring 
especially for the racially oppressed majority who have never had an 
opportunity to participate in the electoral process". 


A number of the current grants underline the WCC’s continuing commitment to 
"the struggle of the indigenous peoples for land rights, self determination 
and cultural identity and women in situations of racist oppression" as 
identified by the 1991 WCC Seventh Assembly, in Canberra/Australia. 


A full list of the 1993 grants follows. (*Groups having received grants in 
former years; **decision on specific grants delegated to the General 
Secretary in consultation with Executive Committee officers). Further details 


on individual grants can be given upon request to EPS. 


Racially Oppressed Groups 


USS 

South Africa** 100.000 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES : 

India: Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact 16.600 
Punjab Christian Dalit Equal Human Rights 16.600 
*Hawaii Ecumenical Coalition 11.000 
Fundacion Pueblo Indio del Ecuador 11.000 
Confederacién Campesina del Peru 21000 
WOMEN UNDER RACISM: 

Brazil: *Casa de Cultura da Mulher Negra 17.800 
USA: Fuerza Unida 8.000 


RACISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICTS: 
Britain: *Anti-Racist Alliance 10.000 
*Newham Monitoring Project 11.000 


per grants/2 


The Standing Conference on Racial Equality in Europe 10.000 
France: Groupe d’Information et de Soutien des 

Travailleurs Immigrés 5.000 
Germany: **Available for projects combating racism in Germany 17.000 
Brazil: *Commissao Ecumenica Nacional de Combate ao Racismo 11.000 
Sociedade Afrosergipana de Estudos e Cidadania 112006 
USA: *Center for the Study of Harassment of African Americans 9.000 
**Gang Summit Follow-Up 15 000 
*December 12th Movement 9.000 
People’s Institute for Survival & Beyond 4.000 
*Southern Organizing Committee for Economic and Social Justice 8.000 


Support Groups 


INDIGENOUS PEOPLES: 


Australia: *Action for World Development 5.000 
Canada: *Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 7.000 
USA: Friends of Daufuskie 5.000 
American Indian Law Alliance 5.000 
*Honor Our Neighbors Origins and Rights 5.000 
RACISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICTS: 
Britain: African Churches Council for Immigration & 

Social Justice Unit 7.000 
USA: Interfaith Prisoners of Conscience Project 5.000 
Urban Youth Peace Process Support Group 9.000 


[EPS] 


EPS 93.11.02 
WCC Unit III commission meets in Cyprus 


LARNACA, Cyprus (EPS) --The commmission of the WCC Programme Unit on Justice, 
Peace and Creation (Unit III), meeting here from 16-23 October, suggested that 
a study of the ten "affirmations" on justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation (JPIC) formulated by the WCC world convocation in Seoul in 1990 could 
further ecumenical thinking on how justice, peace and creation relate to one 
another and yield insights on how various facets of JPIC work may link up 
within the unit. 


A proposal for the study envisaged a review of WCC activities in these areas 
Since the 1966 World Conference on Church and Society and twenty case studies 
from around the world, for which the cooperation of theological colleges and 
research institutes in all regions will be sought. 


The commission also discussed the WCC Executive Committee’s request to Unit 
III to take the lead in a Consolidated Africa Programme for the Council. The 
programme will seek, in dialogue with the All-Africa Conference of Churches, 
national councils of churches and ecumenical networks, to facilitate a 
"coordinated inter-unit approach through joint planning and... up-to-date 
analyses of the situation in Africa". A Unit III staff member will be 
appointed "to stimulate and coordinate a Council-wide response to African 
concerns in the changing socio-economic, political and ecumenical context of 
the region”. 


Also on the commission’s agenda were ecumenical reflection on violence and 
non-violence in the cause of peace with justice and on population issues (1994 
is the UN Year of Population), as well as WCC youth work following the 
Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students (EGGYS) in July. 


A reception organized by the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) provided 
an opportunity for commissioners to greet representatives of local churches; 
and the commission’s officers were received by Greek Orthodox Archbishop 
Chrysostomos. At a session on the situation in the Middle East after the 
Palestinian-Israeli peace accords some commissioners voiced doubts on Israel's 
role in relation to US policies in the region, but a MECC declaration called 
the accords "a sign of hope" and a "significant beginning" in the realization 
of the Palestinian people’s legitimate political and human rights. [EPS] 


EPS) 98)..11..,08 
WCC asks aid for Burundi coup refugees 


GENEVA (EPS)--The WCC has appealed to ecumenical partners for US$ 415 000 to 
assist churches and ecumenical bodies in Zaire and Rwanda facing an influx of 
refugees after the 20-21 October coup in neighbouring Burundi. 


Ethnic fighting broke out after the coup, and more than 250 000 people were 
said to have fled Burundi for Rwanda, 40 000 for Tanzania and 15 000 for 
Zaire. According to the WCC appeal, the refugees, mostly children, women and 
elderly people, travelled on foot, carrying almost no provisions. Cases of 
meningitis, dysentery and measles were reported. 


A military group led by former president Jean-Baptiste Bagaza and two members 
of his government assassinated President Melchior Ndadaye, dashing hopes for 
peace and democracy raised by democratic elections last year. For more than 
a decade Burundi has been the scene of clashes between the majority Hutu 
community (to which Ndadaye belonged) and the Tutsi minority, which has long 
controlled the country. 


On 21 October WCC acting general secretary Wesley Ariarajah asked United 
Nations secretary general Boutros Boutros-Ghali to urge the UN Security 
Council to "call upon the authors of the coup to return the government 
established by the people of Burundi to its rightful powers". While any coup 
threatens international peace and security, Ariarajah said, the implications 
of the Burundi coup were particularly destabilizing for Rwanda, where a peace 
accord was only recently negotiated through the mediation of the churches, 
with international support from the All Africa Conference of Churches, World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches and the WCC. 


Burundi’s church leaders were also forthright in condemning the coup. On 
behalf of the Catholic Bishops Conference, Tutsi bishops told a so-called 
Committee of Public Safety that the majority of citizens opposed it; and in 
a joint statement on 26 October the country’s Catholic, Anglican and Methodist 
bishops described the coup as a "Serious threat to the people’s sovereign 
will" and urged an immediate end to "massacres and civil war". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.04 
Haiti: churches postpone visits by ecumenical leaders 


NEW YORK (EPS)--Plans for ecumenical leaders from the World Council of 
Churches and North American and Caribbean churches to be involved in the 
return to Haiti of exiled president Jean-Bertrand Aristide (EPS 93.10.39) were 
put on hold when Haiti’s military leaders reneged on a UN-brokered agreement 
that was to have allowed his return by 30 October and violence again engulfed 
the island nation. 


Announcing the indefinite postponement of visits by ecumenical leaders, Oscar 
Bolioli, director for Latin America and the Caribbean in the US National 
Council of Churches, said the WCC, US and Caribbean churches still plan to 
send small observer delegations to support Haitian churches and the 
restoration of democracy when Aristide does return. Bolioli discounted media 
reports of widespread grassroots hostility to foreigners, saying it was the 
military regime "and its surrogates" who were intentionally targetting 
foreigners, especially North Americans. 


As diplomats worked to find a solution to the military’s intransigence and 
stiff UN sanctions were reimposed, a team of North American Mennonites and 
members of the Church of the Brethren left for Haiti to witness for 
nonviolence. Another Mennonite peace witness team already there refused to 
leave "at the first sign of trouble". [EPS] 


EPS 95.11.05 
WwcC & CEC call UN sanctions against ex-Yugoslavia unfair 


GENEVA (EPS) --Sanctions being applied in the former Yugoslavia are unfair and 
should be changed. That was the message to Dr Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
Secretary General of the United Nations, in a 26 October letter signed by 
Konrad Raiser, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, and Jean 
Fischer, General Secretary of the Conference of European Churches. 


In their letter, Raiser and Fischer say sanctions have only been applied in 
Serbia and Montenegro. This "one-sided application" needs "serious re- 
examination". If sanctions are to be imposed, they should be applied to all 
parties "which have clearly flouted the norms of humanitarian law and human 
rightes . 


Pointing to what they call the "devastating" effects of the current sanctions, 
Raiser and Fischer call for "strong determination" by the international 
community to ensure that humanitarian relief, which is supposed to be exempt 
from sanctions, reaches vulnerable populations. 


Raiser and Fischer say the people of Serbia, Montenegro, Voivodina and Kosovo 
are suffering severely from shortages of food, fuel, electricity and medicines 
and are doing so "as punishment for the actions of a government which a large 
proportion of them do not support". 


The two church leaders also strongly criticise the continuing arms trade to 
the region which "would appear to be little affected by the imposition of 
sanctions or embargoes". They call on the UN to apply far more stringent 
measures to monitor the application of the arms embargoes along the frontiers 
and internal borders of Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia and to take 
preventive action of the same kind in areas such as Kosovo and Macedonia where 
political tensions continue to run high. 


Stressing that they wish to see "this complex conflict" resolved by peaceful 
means, Raiser and Fischer urge the UN Secretary General to review the policy 
and enforcement of sanctions, particularly their extent and fairness. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.06 
Ukraine: breakaway Orthodox churches elect new leaders 


KIEV (EPS)--Two breakaway Orthodox bodies, neither recognized by Orthodox 
churches outside the Ukraine, elected new primates in September and October. 


According to Orthodox Press Service, Volodymyr Romanayuk, who spent 16 years 
as a prisoner in Soviet labour camps, became the first enthroned spiritual 
leader of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in ceremonies at St Sophia Cathedral 
here on 24 October. In mid-1992, the church (which claims 1500 parishes) 
declared its independence from the Russian Orthodox Church after bishops of 
the Moscow Patriarchate removed Metropolitan Philaret of Kiev from office. 


Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk sent Deputy Prime Minister Mykola 
Zhulinsky to Istanbul to urge Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomeos I to recognize 
the new church, arguing that since the Ukraine is now an independent country 
its church is also entitled to independence. The patriarch was reported to 
have told Zhulinsky that he understood the desire for independence, but that 
it must be granted in accordance with church canons. 


Six weeks earlier the Autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox Church elected Bishop 
Dimitri Yarema as primate to succeed the late Patriarch Mstyslav Skrypnik, who 
spent most of his patriarchate in exile in North America. This church, which 
traces its origins to the independence of Ukraine after the Russian 
Revolution, claims 800 parishes. 


The OPS report says most Orthodox believers in the country remain loyal to the 
Autonomous Orthodox Church of the Ukraine (5500 parishes), headed by 
Metropolitan Vladimir (Sabodan), who was named by the Moscow Patriarchate to 
replace Philaret last year. [EPS] 


EPS 93.21.07 
42nd session of Bossey Graduate School opens 


BOSSEY, Switzerland (EPS)--57 women and men from 34 countries make up the 
student body for the latest session of the World Council of Churches Graduate 
School of Ecumenical Studies which opened on 14 October. 


The 42nd session of the Graduate School is, as usual, based at the Ecumenical 
Institute at the Chateau de Bossey, Switzerland. The session lasts until mid- 
February, 1994. 


In an interview, Jacques Nicole, Director of the Ecumenical Institute, said 
students would be studying "Towards Communion in Faith, Life and Witness", the 
theme of the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order held in Santiago de 
Compostela last August. 


In addition to considering the texts of the Santiago conference, Nicole said, 
it was important students met some of the key people involved. Among others 
coming to meet the students would be Mary Tanner, moderator of the Faith and 
Order Commission and Jean-Marie Tillard, vice-moderator. 


Nicole likened the experience of the Graduate School to living in a "global 
village". It was a "unique community" in which people had to learn not 
toleration but acceptance of each other. Nicole talked of those who, in the 
past had experienced an "academic conversion" at Bossey. They had come 
believing there was only one way to do theology, viz. their way. They had 
then been exposed to other methodologies and the results had been dramatic. 


Nicole also mentioned many of those who are now church leaders and who point 
to their time at Bossey as crucial for their subsequent ecumenical work. 


With such a diverse student community, Nicole added, the full impact of what 
is going on in the world is keenly felt. Just after term began, news came of 
the coup in Burundi and Nicole explained that with two of the students coming 
from Burundi that situation became central to the prayer and worship life of 
the community. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.08 
WCC pharmaceutical advisors criticize World Bank 


GENEVA (EPS)--The WCC’s Pharmaceutical Advisory Group (PAG) met at the 
Ecumenical Centre here in mid-October. An ecumenical platform for church- 
related agencies providing and promoting rational use of essential drugs, PAG 
funds a pharmaceutical advisor in the health stream (Christian Medical 
Commission) of the WCC Programme Unit on Life, Education and Mission and 
supports national coordinating agencies of church-related health services in 
Asia, Latin America and Africa. Its meetings bring together representatives 
of donors, pharmaceutical programmes in the South and such intergovernmental 
agencies as the World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF and the Red Cross. 


Dénis Broun of the World Bank was invited to the October meeting to explain 
changes in health policy outlined in the Bank’s recent report "Investing in 
Health". Broun said the Bank views health care as a "long-term investment" and 
does not consider that all health services (particularly basic ones) should 
be privatized. Nongovernmental organizations involved in health care should 
receive financial support from governments, he told the PAG. In response PAG 
members suggested some of the Bank’s proposals may be too "technocratic", do 
not address North-South relationships and could increase debt problems in 
poorer countries. 


Red Cross and WHO experts agreed with Ilze Aizsilniece of Latvia, who told the 
meeting of problems created in the former Soviet Union by "uncontrolled 
privatization" of pharmaceuticals. Drugs are available but must be paid for 
in dollars. Lack of raw materials and changes in marketing procedures between 
states are hampering local production. Medical schools do not have up-to-date 
pharmacological information. Particularly worrisome, said the experts, is the 
flow into the region of huge quantities of poor-quality donated drugs in small 
batches and without instructions for their use. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.09 
Indigenous meet in Mexico for second summit 


GENEVA (EPS) --Indigenous people from around the world met in Oaxtepec, Mexico, 
in early October for a second international summit meeting, organized by the 
1992 Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta Mencht and partly funded by the World 
Council of Churches. 


Marilia Schiller, executive secretary of the WCC’s Programme to Combat Racism 
called the summit a milestone in the struggle for rights of indigenous 
peoples. Progress made in Oaxtepec on setting up an independent fund for 
indigenous peoples (the idea emerged at the first summit in Guatemala in May) 
was proof of their growing autonomy and capacity to mobilize forces on an 
international scale, Schiller said. 


UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali named Menchtt goodwill ambassador 
for the International Year of Indigenous Peoples (1993); and Schiller said 
Mencht’s office in Mexico has probably done more to promote the Year by 
mobilizing people, time and money than the UN itself. 


Looking back on the International Year, a declaration from the Oaxtepec summit 
said "the living conditions of our peoples have worsened over the year", but 
added that "global awareness of our presence and our rights" has increased, 
with progress being made on "international measures and instruments". While 
noting that the draft UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EPS 
93.08.05) "is not an indigenous document", the summit expressed support for 
it as "the best effort to date by the UN to recognize our rights". 


Hopes were high for the proclamation of an International Decade of Indigenous 
Peoples, as recommended by the World Human Rights Conference in Vienna in 
June. The summit gave Mencht "full moral authority" to act as its coordinator. 
Goals for the Decade were defined as full participation in the different 
institutions of the UN system, a self-administered indigenous peoples’ 
international fund and constitutional recognition of their rights by all 
states in which they live. 


The discussion on the Decade was particularly useful, Schiller said, because 
it enabled participants to go into the objectives and strategies in depth, 
thus sharpening their vision. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.10 
Swiss Protestants urge government to liberalize asylum laws 


BERN (EPS)--At its semi-annual meeting here in late October, the assembly of 
delegates of the Swiss Protestant Church Federation (FEPS), whose 22 German-, 
French- and Italian-speaking cantonal churches include about 2.8 million 
Protestants, urged the government of Switzerland to liberalize its laws on 
asylum and on the residence of foreigners in the country. 


The assembly approved a proposal from the church of the canton of Vaud to 
ensure that legal avenues remain open for situations of distress not covered 
by normal procedures for persons seeking asylum on humanitarian grounds or 
fleeing violence. Involvement on behalf of refugees "Should be conducted in 
close collaboration with the other churches of Switzerland and their aid 
agencies", the resolution said. The council of FEPS also praised the cantonal 
church of Bern for its "courageous attitude" in the case of the expulsion of 
Albanians from Kosovo who had sought refuge there (EPS 93.10.23). [EPS] 


EPS:93 447 Sha 


UK: new Catholic weekly launched 

LONDON (EPS) --A new weekly, the Catholic Times, has been launched in Britain 
(mid-October) . The paper states its aim to provide a source of informed, 
accurate reporting on the Church nationally and universally. Its policy is 
one of strong loyalty to the pope whose 15th anniversary of office is marked 
in the first issue in a front-page profile. The article concludes "we pledge 
our support for the lonely priest besieged by controversy". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.12 
Theme for 1995 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity announced 


BRISTOL & GENEVA (EPS)-- The theme for the 1995 Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity will be "Koinonia: Communion in God and With One Another". The decision 
follows a meeting (Bristol, England, 4-8 October) of representatives of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Roman Catholic Church. 


Announcing details of the theme in Geneva, Tom Best, of the WCC Faith and 
Order secretariat, said he was pleased such a current topic in the ecumenical 
movement would be the focus in 1995. 


Last August, the concept of "koinonia", a greek word meaning communion or 
fellowship, was the subject at the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order, 
held in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. 


In an interview, Best said material from the worship which had taken place in 
Santiago would be included in the prayers offered for use in 1995. This had 
been suggested by the Roman Catholic members of the organizing committee. It 
would ensure prayer, as well as reflection, on the theme would take place 
around the world. 


The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity lasts eight days. 18-25 January are 
the suggested dates but many countries observe the octave at other times of 
the year according to local circumstances. 


Members of the WCC Faith and Order programme and the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity are responsible for co-ordinating preparations for 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity although the booklet produced is 
designed to be adapted by those who use it to celebrate and keep the Week. 
[EPS] 


EPS 934d 1413 
East African churches discuss AIDS, democracy, Islam 


MOSHI, Tanzania (EPS)--Seventy delegates from churches in Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Tanzania and Uganda met at Moshi, Tanzania (5-11 September) to discuss major 
challenges facing Africa. The meeting, sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches Unit II (Life, Education and Mission) and Unit IV (Sharing and 
Service), considered the theme, "Education for Witness and Service in East 
Africa". 


In an interview, Gerhard Linn, executive secretary from Unit II, said 
delegates had dealt in depth with AIDS, the process towards democracy and 
aggressive attitudes of some Islamic forces. 


Linn added that there was a marked willingness among those at Moshi to learn 
from each other and for future co-operation. From Uganda, the consultation 
heard how children under 5 who have AIDS all die. Therefore, the 5-15 year 
olds are seen as the hope for the future but need educating so they do not get 
infected. Also, because so many of the midddle-aged have died of AIDS, the 
very young and old need others to care for them. 


Help in preparing people for elections in Kenya last December provided one 
example of how the churches can be involved in the process towards 
democratisation. 


There were disturbing stories from Tanzania about militant expressions of 
Islam. Examples included bibles being bought and then publicly burnt, men 
given money to start businesses on condition they became Muslims and mosques 
being built in villages where there were no Muslims. 


However, the meeting made a strong plea for Christians to tackle such problems 
with a spirit of love. There was also a need to compensate for any ignorance 
of Islam and avoid caricature. Delegates admitted Africa faces daunting 
challenges and tasks but believed there are signs of hope which the Church 
should seize and cultivate. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.14 
Chipenda talks about Africa’s debt, says he’s not afraid of Islam 


NAIROBI (EPS) --José Chipenda, general secretary of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches (AACC), has said that Africa’s huge external debt problems are as 
much due to its own leadership mismanagement as to outside causes, according 
to All Africa Press Service of 18 October. 


Responding to questions at a press conference (Nairobi, 12 October) of the 
Pan-African Christian Leadership Assembly (PACLA), the church leader noted 
that during the last 30 years Africa had produced more dictators than leaders. 
Enormous military spending by African governments had also largely contributed 
to the huge debt of the continent, he said, pointing out that it was cheaper 
to maintain freedom than repression. Chipenda suggested that countries whose 
leaders were ready to change be offered debt relief and that those who were 
unwilling be left to continue carrying their debt burden. 


In reply to a question on what action the church was taking to counter the 
threat posed by the spread of Islam, Chipenda said "I am not afraid of Islam, 
but rather of the many people who claim to be Christians while they do not 
know what Christianity is all about". 


PACLA was formed to facilitate the succession of leaders dedicated to Africa’s 
development and to ensuring that the course of Africa’s history would be 
changed during the 90s and beyond by mobilising the church to help change the 
current leadership trend in which power is greatly misused. 


The second meeting of the assembly - PACLA II - will take place in Nairobi 
from 10-17 April 1994, and will bring together about 1000 leaders from the 
whole African continent. For the first time the Association of Evangelicals 
of Africa and Madagascar (AEAM), the AACC, and African Enterprise (AE) will 
come together to discuss the socio-political and economic crises facing 
Africa. The first meeting of PACLA took place in Kenya in 1976. [EPS] 


EPS .93.11.15 
Churches oppose Christian curricular materials in Sudan schools 


KHARTOUM (EPS) --Measures to introduce Christian curricular materials for the 
first time into Sudanese primary and secondary public schools have elicited 
guarded reactions from the country’s churches, with strong opposition 
expressed in Roman Catholic circles, according to the Nairobi-based Africa 
Press Service. 


Sudan’s minister of education Abdel Basit Sabdarat told APS that the 
introduction of the Christian syllabus had been done in consultation with the 
Sudan Council of Churches and that the ministry of education and SCC would 
print and supervise the materials. Although individual churches were not 
involved in the planning, he said, curricular materials were drawn up in 
accordance with the government’s educational policy. That policy "aims at 
equipping the country with religious philosophy, creating perfect human 
values, instilling religious values and transforming education from mere 
privilege to the right of every citizen", APS says. 


Catholic bishops are expected to discuss the issue at their conference this 
month. APS says the Episcopal Church of the Sudan, Africa Inland Church, 
Seventh-day Adventists and other denominations are still debating the 
introduction of Christian education into the public school curriculum. 


One priest quoted by APS described the introduction of the Christian syllabus 
as part of a government effort to impose Islamic culture and religion on non- 
Muslims by any means. The education minister told APS that the government is 
not "against Christianity as a religion". Churches "have their ‘Holy Books’ 
for preaching Christianity", he said, and they had no right to oppose the 
texts introduced in the curriculum. Recently the Sudan government confiscated 
church-supported schools in the state of Khartoum and annexed them to Islamic 
schools. More than four thousand students from southern Sudan may be forced 
to abandon their studies as a result, APS says, since the new educational 
policy makes Arabic the language of instruction. [EPS] 


BPS 93:16 
Tanzanian president praises Lutheran church for a century’s work 


ARUSHA (EPS)--Tanzanian president Ali Hassan Mwinyi, speaking at October’s 
centenary celebrations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, praised 
the church for spearheading a national campaign to wipe out ignorance and 
disease and challenged it to take measures to fight poverty in the coming 
century. 


Africa Press Service says Mwinyi also told the Lutherans that good leadership 
is necessary if the church is to realize positive achievements in social and 
other services. Pledging to maintain the government’s commitment to freedom 
of religion, he said this has been abused recently in religious disputes and 
misunderstandings threatening security and property. Mwinyi thanked the ELCT 
for cooperation with the government in reconciling warring parties. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.17 
France: Roman Catholics recognize value of "worker priests" 


An October statement by the commission on labour of the Roman Catholic Church 
in France officially recognized the contribution of "worker priests" and 
apologized to those who suffered from a 1954 decision to bring that experiment 
to an end. The statement commemorated the fiftieth anniversary of the 
publication of the book France: land of mission?, widely credited with giving 
birth to the worker priest movement, though it did not explicitly use that 
wert: 


Commissioned by the archbishop of Paris, Cardinal Suhard, the book was written 
by two chaplains from the Young Christian Workers movement, Henri Godin and 
Yvan Daniel, to address the growing gap between the "dechristianized masses" 
and the Christian community. Noting that young workers entering a "middle- 
class church" were almost inevitably forced to desert their own milieu, Godin 
and Daniel proposed that the church create mission communities among the 
working class. 


The worker priest movement was born when four priests from the newly created 
Paris Mission asked for permission to seek jobs as a way of getting to know 
the workers and their world. Suhard agreed to their request, but traditional 
circles reacted swiftly with protests to the Vatican. In 1954 the abrupt order 
came to a hundred French worker priests to leave their workplaces and return 
to traditional priestly functions. Most made the painful decision to abandon 
their jobs, but some felt obliged to continue their mission and broke with the 
ehurch:. 


Saying that "the wounds created by the 1954 decision are not yet closed", the 
statement from the commission on labour assures those priests "that we 
recognize that they were seeking to be faithful to their mission. We want to 
tell them that we regret everything that, forty years ago and even today, 
could lead to the conclusion that the status of a worker is incompatible with 
that of a priest." 


The commission noted that the Second Vatican Council recognized the ministry 
of manual labour and shared life and said that growing numbers of religious 
today are involved in a workaday world that is increasingly vulnerable to "new 
poverty, new precariousness and new exclusions". Such mission demonstrates 
God's preferential love for the poor as well as the truth that Jesus came for 
all, the statement said. 


An article in the French Catholic monthly L’Actualité religieuse dans le monde 
says the worker priests offered a stronger symbolic challenge to the church 
than lay activists, and that even non-religious workers felt betrayed when the 
experiment was stopped in 1954. It put the present number of worker priests 
in France at 570, 130 in Italy, 80 in Spain, 35 in Belgium, 15 in Germany. 
There are also 700 Anglican worker priests in England. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.18 
Reformed Christians discuss future of church 


KAMPEN, Netherlands (EPS) --Church structures need radical renewal to meet the 
challenges posed by those involved in the struggle for justice in the world, 
said a group of Reformed Christians meeting here, 19-23 October. 


30 women and men from all over the world examined the challenges posed by base 
Christian communities, house churches, African indigenous’ churches, 
experimental interreligious communities, and Dalit, Minjung and other 
marginalized groups. 


The consultation: Challenges from the emerging ecclesiologies to ecclesial 
renewal, was organized by the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and hosted 
by the Theological University of Kampen and the Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands (GKN). 


The 16th century Reformation should be seen as contextual theology, and not 
turned into an absolute, participants said. Respect for Reformation 
principles may require action today which differs from that of the past. 


The consultation agreed that the reading and preaching of Scripture is basic 
in Reformed worship and life, but asked where today the Word of God is truly 
preached. Likewise, delegates agreed that the two sacraments of baptism and 
the Lord’s supper are fundamental elements of Reformed church life. 
Historically they have been distorted by the exclusive structures of racism, 
sexism and classism. Where today, the consultation asked, are the sacraments 
rightly administered? Is the presence of the Lord seen more clearly in the 
infrequent celebration of the sacrament at the end of a service where most 
worshippers have already left, or where a cold and hungry prisoner is given 
bread and a blanket by a fellow inmate? 


Participants also noted the temptation of tokenism. A church, for example, 
may adopt inclusive language while in practice refusing women an equal share 
in its life and work. The ordination of women, although insufficient by 
itself, was seen as a crucial test of a church’s commitment to full 
partnership. The church is called in question daily by the struggle against 
oppression, participants concluded, but this experience can lead to a new 
evangelization of the church. [EPS] 


EPS93 ob1.19 
Asian ecumenical meeting proposes new committee to promote unity 


HUA HIN, Thailand (EPS)--Meeting 20-24 September, 21 Asian Protestant and 
Catholic participants in the first Asian Ecumenical Encounter prepared a 


proposal to establish an "Asian Ecumenical Committee" (AEC) which would 
develop more concrete structures to promote Christian unity and enhance the 
Church’s mission in Asia, reports Hong Kong-based Asia Focus. The proposal 


will be presented for approval at the next plenary assembly of the Federation 
of Asian Bishops’ Conferences (FABC) in January 1995 in Manila, and the 
Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) at its next general assembly in June 1995 
in Colombo. 


In an opening address at the encounter, Archbishop Oscar Cruz of the 
Philippines and FABC secretary general, urged commitment to a vision of "full 
Christian unity". He said Asian churches could collaborate in social action 
and in dialogue with other faiths as first steps towards unity. Bishop 
Joseph Samuel of Pakistan, CCA general secretary, said the CCA had pursued 
dialogue with Asian Catholic leaders since 1989 in an effort to develop 
Christian unity in a continent where both Catholics and Protestants constitute 
religious minorities. He said joint witness and service would help promote 
true Christian unity. 


In 1990 a decision was made by CCA and FABC to form a joint task force of five 
Catholics and five Protestants to explore how the Christian churches of Asia 
could develop common structures. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.20 
US church leaders concerned by cuts in humanitarian aid 


NEW YORK (EPS)--US church leaders have expressed concern to President Bill 
Clinton over cuts in humanitarian and development assistance which, they say, 
"will undermine seriously any reforms intended to support self-development of 
the world’s poor". A 25 October letter signed by National Council of Churches 
general secretary Joan Campbell and heads of 12 churches asked the president 
"to take steps to assure adequate funding for development and humanitarian 
programmes for fiscal year 1995". 


The letter said a US foreign aid crisis has resulted from "misallocation of 
resources for the conduct of international affairs and the heavy concentration 
of foreign aid to a few countries. Both of these dynamics reflect outdated 
thinking about US interests in the post-Cold War era." 


What is needed, according to the church leaders, is "a comprehensive 
rethinking" of how much aid is designated for defence and intelligence 
operations as‘well as the allocation of resources among countries. A reformed 
foreign aid programme, with "a long-term investment in humanity and in 
preservation of the environment, will gain solid backing", the letter said. 


The church leaders praised Clinton’s willingness to discuss domestic and 
international concerns with them. They said they are encouraged by reductions 
in military spending and signs that the administration will "reform the Agency 
for International Development so that its mission and operations more clearly 
focus on sustainable development involving and benefiting the poor". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.21 
Ethiopian patriarch in US, violence due to politics say observers 


NEW YORK (EPS) --Disorderly and sometimes violent protests against Patriarch 
Abuna Paulos of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church during his October visit to the 
US may have been motivated more by politics and ethnicity than by religious 
differences, US observers suggest. The patriarch, installed last year, was in 
the US to seek aid to help rebuild his war-torn country. 


Condemning the attacks by members of the Ethiopian exile community - which 
xanged from chants and slogans in Washington to a pelting with eggs and stones 
in New York - US National Council of Churches general secretary Joan Campbell 
said that while the NCC defends free speech and the right of peaceful protest, 
"the use of violence in the name of free speech is always appalling and cannot 
be condoned under any circumstances". She said it was particularly regrettable 
that the New York demonstration took place at the Interchurch Centre, "which 
stands as a symbol of the quest for unity and peace". 


Paulos is a Tigre. Many members of Ethiopia’s other major ethnic group, the 
Amharas, see his installation as an example of Tigre domination of the 
country. Others, including the Ethiopian Orthodox Church in the US, argue that 
he cannot be patriarch, since the former patriarch Abune Merkorios is still 
alive. Merkorios, who now lives in exile in Nairobi, was appointed by the 
military regime of Mengistu Haile Mariam. The EOC in the US has declared 
itself independent of the mother church in Addis Ababa. 


Imprisoned for seven years during the 17-year military regime, Paulos 
subsequently spent ten years in exile in the US where he established seven EOC 
churches. The church presently has some 38 million adherents in Africa, Latin 
America, the Caribbean and North America. Interviewed after the New York 
incident Paulos denied any connection between his being a Tigre and his 
election as patriarch. Referring to his own imprisonment and exile, he 
described himself as "one of the oppressed people". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.22 
Governments urged to remember Rio Summit 


NEW DELHI (EPS)--Governments must strengthen the commitments they made to 
ecological issues at the 1992 "Earth Summit" and spend more money on 
environmental conservation and education. Those were some of the conclusions 
of 200 people from 20 countries at a conference in Tibet House, New Delhi 
(2-4 October). Tibet House is the cultural centre of the exiled Tibetan 
community in India. 


Opening the conference, entitled "Ecological Responsibility: A Dialogue with 
Buddhism", the Dali Lama referred both to the Lord Buddha and Mahatma Gandhi, 
the anniversary of whose birth it was. 


The Dali Lama said there was a need to practise the teachings of the Lord 
Buddha and the Mahatma in terms of compassion, non-violence and simple life- 
style. The conference, in a final statement, appealed to "people of all 
religions" to choose life styles which promote social justice and preserve the 
environment. 


Other speakers at the conference included Professor Lutzenberger, former 
National Secretary for the Environment in Brazil and credited by some as the 
founder of the ecological movement in Brazil. lLutzenberger told delegates 
industrialisation and modern life-styles were destroying forests and promoting 
technology over against "true wisdom about nature". 


John Taylor, former joint chairperson of the non-governmental organizations’ 
committee at the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de 
Janeiro, and now on the staff of the Conference of European Churches in 
Geneva, also attended the New Delhi meeting. Taylor told EPS the conference 
had struck a good balance between promoting a spirituality for sustaining 
nature, over against practical non-violent ways of meeting the major threats 
of deforestation and pollution, which bring about climate change, and modern 
development which can destroy the quality of life. 


Taylor added the meeting had taken place in the week of the Maharashtra 
earthquake. He had been much moved by the outpouring of generosity he had 
seen»locally. Policeman had given money, soldiers their food rations and 
every newspaper had run an appeal for the victims. Taylor said at times of 
such disasters suffering was often made worse because inappropriate building 
materials had been used or monitoring equipment was not in place. This, he 
claimed, was the case in Maharashtra. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.23 
United Church of Canada loses its general secretary 
TORONTO (EPS)--The United Church of Canada announced the sudden death on 9 
October of Howard M. Mills, General Secretary of its General Council since 
1987, and one of Canada’s best known ecumenical leaders. He was 57. He 
earned a doctorate in 1970 in Theological Ethics and Economics at the Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, and was associate professor of Christian 
Ethics at St Stephen’s College, University of Alberta. In 1977 Mills became 
a member, and from 1980-83 moderator of the Interim Commission of the 
Programme for Theological Education of the World Council of Churches. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.24 


Canadian RC bishops ask ordination of married Native Canadians 
TORONTO (EPS) --A mid-October report from the Catholic press service APIC says 
Catholic bishops in morthern Canada have asked for an exceptional 
authorization to ordain married Native Canadian men as priests. Bishop Denis 
Croteau of Mackenzie-Fort Smith argued that only married men can gain a 
hearing in Canadian indigenous cultures. Although Croteau says Pope John Paul 
II listened carefully to the bishops’ request, APIC reports that Cardinal 
Jozef Tomko, prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, 
has indicated that it will not be accepted lest it create a precedent that 
would be appealed to elsewhere. [EPS] 


EPS 93.44.25 
US: Shotwell appointed interim general secretary of COCU 


NEW ORLEANS (EPS)--The Consultation on Church Union has named J. Ralph 
Shotwell as interim general secretary until a successor is found for David 
Taylor, who retired at the end of October. Shotwell, 67, recently retired as 
executive director of the International Council of Community Churches (ICCC) 
and has been active in national and international ecumenical activities. 


According to Religious News Service, COCU considered replacing Taylor by a 
part-time director who would be shared with a seminary of the US National 
Council of Churches, but finally decided that budgetary prospects were 
favourable enough to continue the position full-time for the five years until 
1998, when COCU’s mandate is expected to be completed. 


The nine-denomination consultation grew out of one of the most ambitious 
church union plans ever, proposed in a 1960 sermon at the Episcopal cathedral 
of San Francisco by US Presbyterian leader (and later WCC General Secretary) 
Eugene Carson Blake. Subsequently COCU replaced Blake’s vision of forming a 
Single large united Protestant church in the US by a "covenanting" plan under 
which participating churches will maintain separate structural identities but 
share elements of full communion, including mutual recognition of ministries 
and shared eucharist. 


In June the Presbyterian Church (USA) became the third COCU member (after the 
ICCC and African Methodist Episcopal Church) to approve the plan. Still to act 
before the mid-1998 deadline are the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Episcopal Church, United Church of Christ and United Methodist Church. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.26 
Two South Africans win first Methodist peace-maker award 


JOHANNESBURG (EPS)--Two Witwatersand hostel residents who brokered an 
agreement which brought peace to strife-torn hostels all over Johannesburg 
have received the first "Southern African Methodist Peace-maker of the Year" 
award. They are Jacob Dhlomo, a resident of a predominantly Zulu-speaking 
hostel, and Jacob Mlatsheni, resident in a Xhosa-speaking hostel. The two 
negotiated for an accord after Dhlomo delivered a letter of peace to the 
hostel where Mlatsheni was a resident. 


The peace accord has since been accepted by the majority of those living in 
the downtown hostels and the peacemakers are now trying to bring hostels in 
other areas into negotiations. The award was instituted to honour the efforts 
of people working for peace at the grassroots level and was presented to the 
men during the annual conference of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa 
at a local Methodist church. [EPS] 


EPS*93'S11 S27 
LWF general secretary to take up academic post 


GENEVA (EPS)--Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary of the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF), has been appointed by the Norwegian government as rector of 
the Practical Theological Seminary at the University of Oslo, succeeding 
Rosemarie Koehn, according to Lutheran World Information. Staalsett will 
leave his present post on 1 November 1994 (see EPS 93.03.64) and his successor 
will be appointed by the LWF Council in June 1994. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.28 
British churches plan educational programme on racial violence 


LONDON (EPS)--Following the election, at local government level, of a 
candidate from an openly racist party, British churches have announced a major 
educational programme on racial violence. 


The Churches Commission for Racial Justice (CCRJ), at its fourth meeting on 
14 October, gave the go-ahead for the programme in British churches during 
1994/95. 


Britain recently saw the election of a member of the British National Party, 
an openly racist party, as a Councillor for the London Borough of Tower 
Hamlets. 


In UK political life, the British National Party attracts little support 
nationally and has no members in the British Parliament. 


Tower Hamlets, in the east end of London, is a traditional working class area. 
The election of someone who campaigned on a racist platform has been 
interpreted in a number of ways. Some believe the election exposes a racist 
undercurrent in British society. Others maintain this particular election was 
more of a protest vote by white Britons against a general feeling of 
dissatisfaction over current policies, particularly in the area of housing. 


At its meeting, the CCRJ repeated its view that Britain "is now a permanently 
multi-racial and multi-cultural society" and "rejoiced" at the contributions 
black and minority ethnic people have made to British society. 


The CCRJ also expressed its concern about deportations from Britain which, it 
said, give a negative message about British society. The CCRJ is gathering 
Support for an amnesty for those threatened with deportation who have been in 
the country for more than five years. The Commission also urged all on plane 
journeys leaving the UK, especially to Africa, to report incidents of 
apparently enforced deportation. [EPS] 


EPS. 93.41.29 
British and Irish church leaders support Africa Appeal 


LONDON (EPS) --Twenty seven senior church leaders in Great Britain and Ireland 
have given their backing to an Appeal for Africa. Launched on 14 October by 
the Disasters Emergency Committee, the appeal hopes to raise £10m which will 
be used to provide emergency relief particularly in Angola, Sudan and 
Mozambique. 


Included in those supporting the appeal are the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Anglican Primate of All Ireland, the 
Archbishop of the Church in Wales, the Moderator of the Free Church Federal 
Council and the Metropolitan of Sourozh of the Russian Orthodox Church 


The Disasters Emergency Committee of the major relief agencies in Britain and 
Ireland has both Protestant and Roman Catholic members. Its appeal will 
feature in special radio and television programmes. 


In a message of support for the appeal, the church leaders claimed Africa is 
now facing a "unique depth of crisis". They also paid tribute to what they say 
the people and churches of Africa are doing themselves to meet their immense 
challenges. 


The church leaders’ message also contained a strong warning to the British 
Government not to cut its overseas aid budget. Some reports have indicated 
this may happen as the British Government seeks to reduce a huge economic 
deficit. Rather than any reduction in aid, the church leaders demanded an 
increase in order to meet the UN target of 0.7 per cent of Gross National 
Product. [EPS] 


Bre 9S, .oU 
Maryknoll fathers discontinue sponsoring theology school 


MARYKNOLL, New York/USA (EPS) --Differing explanations have been offered for 
a decision by the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers to discontinue sponsoring the 
Maryknoll School of Theology here. 


While the order’s general council meeting in Mexico in late September said the 
society "does not have adequate human, financial or physical resources to 
guarantee the level of support the school needs", the British Catholic weekly 
Tablet cites student sources as saying the decision marks the triumph of "the 
forces of conservatism... over one of the last bastions of a theology 
committed to justice and liberation". 


The Maryknoll Society is the chief sponsor of the graduate school, and the 
decision to withdraw sponsorship from it effectively means it will close, 
though a date has not yet been set. The school presently has about 70 students 
from 20 countries. Only eight - four African priests, an African sister, two 
laywomen from Peru and Jamaica and a Japanese student - entered at the 
beginning of the current academic year. 


The school has primarily sought students from outside the US who then return 
to their home countries to carry out ministries that emphasize justice, peace 
and liberation. Some Maryknollers have argued that the funds expended on the 
school are too large given the Society’s original purpose to prepare people 
from the US for mission overseas. Academic dean Anne Reissner acknowledged 
that the viability of the school has been in question for several years and 
said its small size makes it very expensive to operate. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.31 
US bishop discloses he is gay 


PANAMA (EPS) --A senior Episcopal bishop in the US has openly stated he is gay. 
Otis Charles, former bishop of Utah and recently retired dean of Episcopal 
Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts, made this disclosure in a 
September letter to House of Bishops colleagues, just prior to their annual 
meeting in Panama. 


In the letter, Charles, who is 67 and married with five adult children, says 
he knows the reaction to his announcement will "encompass the whole range of 
emotion and opinion". 


According to The Episcopal News Service (ENS), Charles is the first bishop in 
any mainline denomination publicly to make this kind of disclosure. 


Charles says he told his wife about his homosexuality back in 1976 but has 
only decided to go public now because of personal reasons. There is, he says, 
no scandal about to come to light. He adds, he believes God has drawn him "to 
speak the truthiof my experience". He also says he believes "As gay men and 
lesbians speak openly telling the stories of their lives, the community of 
faith is strengthened". 


Since 1976, Charles says things have been "wrenching" for him and his family. 
He and his wife have now decided to part although, in an interview with ENS 
in Panama during the House of Bishops meeting, he said the question of divorce 
had not been "addressed". Charles says he expects to continue as a priest and 
a bishop and wants his experience to "inform" his future ministry whatever it 
may turn out to be. 


ENS says there was no open or formal response to Charles’ letter at the Panama 
meeting. However, on the final evening, during tributes to retiring bishops, 
Bishop Barbara Harris of Massachusetts thanked Charles for "shedding the 
sunlight of your reality into this house by opening a long-closed door". [EPS] 


EPS '93..11..32 
Theologians at German symposium discuss liturgy and ecumenism 


ANDECHS, Germany (EPS) --Practical theologians - especially experts in liturgy 
- should take a greater part in ecumenical dialogue, according to Karl 
Schlemmer. The German literature scholar made the suggestion during an October 
symposium here on Liturgy and Ecumenism, which brought together 110 
theologians, church officials, pastors and members of ecumenical groups. 


Systematic theologians are disproportionately represented in ecumenical 
conversations, according to Schlemmer, who noted that many of them are not 


sensitive to the "ecumenical dimension of the liturgy", described by the 
Second Vatican Council as the "summit towards which the activity of the church 
is directed" and "the fount from which all its power flows" (Sacrosanctum 


concilium, - 10); 


The German Protestant press service epd says participants found several points 
of consensus on one topic of discussion at the symposium: veneration of 
Saints. They agreed that the glory of God, for whom the saints serve as 
"exemplary Christians", should be central; that the circle of witnesses to the 
faith is wider than the list of saints canonized by the Catholic Church; and 
that exaggerated devotion of relics, magical practices and veneration with no 
evident relationship to Christ should be seen as distortions. 


Marburg theologian Hans-Martin Barth pleaded for development of an ecumenical 
doctrine of the saints. As a practical step in this direction, the symposium 
suggested a common celebration of All Saints and All Souls Days. Catholics 
celebrate these festivals on 1 and 2 November; German Protestants now do so 
on the last Sunday of the church year. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.33 
Ecutext: Old Catholic ecumenical relations 


At their annual conference in Scranton, Pennsylvania (USA), in early 
September, Old Catholic bishops issued an official statement describing their 
relationship to other church families and indicating areas and goals for 
deepened contacts. The Old Catholic family of churches consists of national 
churches which separated from Rome at various times, most prominently through 
the Union of Utrecht in the late nineteenth century, which protested against 
the teachings of the First Vatican Council regarding the infallibility and 
authority of the Pope. The following are excerpts from that statement: 


The churches of the Union of Utrecht regard themselves as local churches in 
which, notwithstanding all human deficiencies and sin and despite the 
separations which they strive with all their powers to overcome, the one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic church subsists... 


In the Orthodox Church of the East the Old Catholic Church recognizes the same 
basis of the Ancient Church and, therefore, regards the reunification with it 
from of old as a central intention. It hopes that the theological dialogue 
undertaken and finished in 1987 by the commission of both churches will lead 
to the realization of this goal... 


The Anglican Communion was regarded by the Old Catholics as being particularly 
close to them even in the last century already, because throughout the 
Reformation they had kept the faith and order of the Ancient Church more 
clearly than the Churches of the Reformation on the continent. This was 
shown in particular in the sacramental life of the church and in the 
uninterrupted tradition of its three-fold ministry. For quite some time, 
however, the Church of Utrecht saw theological difficulties for the 
recognition of the Anglican orders. But these doubts were overcome so that 
in 1925 the Church of Utrecht...officially recognized the Anglican orders. 


In 1931 and the following years, the communion was established between the 
Anglican and Old Catholic churches due to the mutual recognition as catholic 
churches... [over] 


old catholic/2 


In 1946 the Polish National Catholic Church in the US and Canada (PNCC) had 
established an agreement of its own with the Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America and in 1958 with the Anglican Church of Canada. Those were 
terminated in 1978 because of the ordination of women to the priesthood in 
these two Anglican churches. 


Several decisions of Anglican churches about the relationships to other 
churches and about the ordination of women to the ministerial priesthood have 
given reason for statements by the International Old Catholic Bishops 
Conference. The IBC emphasized that the restoration of the unity, intended 
in the Anglican schemes of unity, would be very close to its heart, but also 
that the necessary preconditions would have to exist in the faith and life of 
the respective churches. The IBC pointed, to the fact’ that, in:its, opinion, 
these preconditions had not been met to a satisfying degree in all Anglican 
schemes of union, and that dangers for the true unity could result from it... 


As to the ordination of women in some Anglican provinces, the IBC declared 
that it could not agree to it and that the issue should be dealt with in talks 
between all churches maintaining the faith and ministry of the Ancient Church. 
As the urgency of the issue has increased since these declarations (in 1976) 
both in many churches of the Union of Utrecht and outside this Union, we 
regard the discussion about the ensuing fundamental theological questions, 
wished for by the IBC then, even more necessary and admitting no delay today. 


The relationship of the IBC to the Anglican churches has been determined by 
the principle that it must not only be asked whether there is enough agreement 
for the establishment and maintenance of full communion, but also whether the 
differences really necessitate a separation. In fact the IBC has given a 
negative answer to this last question by maintaining full communion, in spite 
of all difficulties. It is strengthened in this attitude by the experience, 
however different, of the communion existing since 1931... 


Friendly ecumenical relations have developed since the Second Vatican Council 
with the Roman Catholic Church. Even before that time, Rome never had 
questioned the validity of the Old Catholic ordinations... In some countries 
an official dialogue was and is being held on a national level, with positive 
results. 


The Old Catholics are aware that a large measure of common Western catholic 
tradition links them with the Roman Catholic Church. However, aS much as 
they feel being a part of the Western catholic church and search for its 
unity, the Old Catholics attach fundamentally decisive significance to the 
wish not to see the Western tradition in an isolated way but in its link with 
the Eastern tradition as expressed in the Old Catholic reference to the 
Undivided Church of the first millennium. The IBC issued a declaration in 
1970 on "the primacy in the church" in which former declarations were 
confirmed according to which the Old Catholics recognize the historical 
primacy as the Ancient Church attributed to the bishop of Rome as the primus 


inter pares (first among equals). This recognition was now continued with 
the statement that the primacy is a ministry of unity and, as such, bound to 
the serving link with all bishops and with all local churches. It is in this 


field that the biggest problem for unity continues to exist, i.e., the Roman 
Catholic dogmas of the full jurisdiction of the pope over the whole church and 
of the infallibility of his magisterial decisions. 


The IBC wishes the initiation of a dialogue at the international level. 
Subjects of such a dialogue should be, among other things, the issue of 
primacy and the position of lay persons in the church... The ecumenical 
attitude of the churches of the Union of Utrecht is furthermore evident in 
their cooperation in the World Council of Churches in which, not the least in 
the Commission on Faith and Order, they take part in the multi-lateral 
dialogue. They do so on the basis of the faith of the Ancient Undivided 
Church of the East and West; besides issues already mentioned, the 
understanding of the Holy Spirit poses a special challenge in this regard. 
In this ecumenical spirit the churches of the Union of Utrecht take part in 
the Conciliar Process for Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation, and 
in the ecumenical work on the national, regional and local levels. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.34 
Ecutext: WCC Christmas Message 1993 


The following is the full text of the Christmas Message from WCC General 
Secretary Konrad Raiser. 


The first addressees of the Christmas message of the birth of the Saviour for 
all the people were shepherds. The place: an open field at night in a rugged 
countryside. With fear and trembling they react to the unexpected appearance 
from heaven. Before they have come to their senses, they already hear the 
response in the chorus of the angels: "Glory to God in the highest heaven and 
on earth peace among those whom he favours!" (Luke 2:14). 


Christmas - a festival of joy and peace. This is the meaning of our tradition, 
and in this spirit Christmas is celebrated in many countries. We can be 
grateful for the light of Christmas appearing in a dark world. But is this 
true for all the people? 


In Angola and Bosnia, in the Caucasus and in Kashmir, there will probably be 
fighting even on Christmas day. In Natal and Northern Ireland, on the streets 
of Sao Paulo and Washington, people will no doubt become victims of senseless 
violence even during this night. "The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light" (Isaiah 9:2). So proclaims the prophet Isaiah. Can they really 
see the light, the millions of refugees in Africa in their camps somewhere in 
the wilderness? This is the background against which the Christmas message is 
to be believed today just as it was on that night long ago near Bethlehem. 


What does it mean to believe in the presence of the Saviour for the whole 
world? The angels are saying it: "Glory to God in the highest heaven!" To give 
God the glory, to recognize God as the one who holds the whole world in his 
hands: that means to stop overestimating ourselves, to recognize the true 
state of our world and to admit our own helplessness. Sometimes it is only 
with tears that we can give glory to God, or in the cry of lamentation: "How 
long, O God?" But even out of the depths we can cry in the name of the child 
in the manger: "Abba, Father!" Giving glory to God is the quiet form of 
resistance against all false pretences of power, against the tendency to make 
idols out of our nation or our people, against the spiral of hatred and 
violence. 


"And on earth peace among those whom he favours!" We cannot give glory to God 
without protecting the human dignity of the image of God. Violence against 


women, racism, ethnic cleansing - each violation of human dignity is at the 
same time a violation of the glory of God. Where people give glory to God, the 
spiral of violence is broken and the bud of peace begins to blossom. Often the 
places are hidden like the manger of the Saviour. To this day the Christmas 
message is an invitation to go and to search. 


The ecumenical movement is a common movement of Christians from all churches 
searching for the places where the light of the presence of God shines forth 
and transforms our dark world. It is moved by the hope and expectation that 
all together with one voice may glorify God (Romans 15:6) "to the glory of the 
one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit". 


"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit" (Romans 15:13). [EPS] 
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Forthcoming major WCC meetings: 


20-28 January 1994: Central Committee, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


KREKKKKEKK 


Acting in Faith, a new 29-minute colour video on the WCC, is now available for 
purchase at a special introductory price. It was produced only in English and 
intended particularly for the United States, but some people may find it 
useful for introducing the Council to other English-speaking audiences as 
well. It can be ordered (in NTSC) from the World Council of Churches office 
in New York (475 Riverside Drive, Room 915, New York, N. Y. 10115) for USS 10, 
plus $ 2.90 postage and handling, until 31 December, and thereafter for $§$ 
29.50. It can also be obtained (in VHS/PAL) from the Swiss headquarters of 
the WCC (Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland) for SF 17.50, plus postage, and 
after 31 December for SF 35. For further information on the film, see EPS 
Sete OS Os 


KKKKKKKEK 


EPS 93.11.35 
wcC team visiting Australian Aboriginal communities 


GENEVA (EPS)--A three-person World Council of Churches team will visit 
Australia, 17 November-2 December, to "hear the voice" of Aboriginal and 
Islander people following a recent High Court decision on land rights. 


The visit comes eighteen months after the Mabo judgement which concerned one 
Indigenous Torres Strait Island family, called Mabo. The decision effectively 
recognised Aboriginal occupation of Australia before the first settlers 
arrived in 1788 and therefore the legitimacy of native land title. 


The Mabo decision has "dramatically stirred once again the many unresolved 
issues there are between the indigenous and predominantly white communities 
of Australia". So says Bob Scott, Executive Secretary with the WCC Programme 
to Combat Racism, who will accompany the team. He cited full page 
advertisements taken out by the mining industry in Australia as one example 
of resistance to the court decision. 


In their adverts, Australian Mining say they are not opposed to Aborigines 
being granted land title but believe the result could be harmful to the 
economic life of Australia if it locks up land and takes away the opportunity 
for industry, including exploration and mining. 


In an interview in Geneva, Scott said the Aboriginal communities have 
maintained they would be prepared to allow the proper exploitation of the 
land, which could include mining. 


Scott added the WCC, at its last General Assembly in Canberra, made a strong 
commitment to support the Aboriginal struggle for justice. The Aboriginal 
communities have said this is a crucial moment in their history and their 
story now needs telling widely. However, the Aboriginal peoples do not 
believe their viewpoint is getting a fair hearing. They are looking to the 
WCC team to help them redress the balance. 


Scott said he expected the team would hear many different opinions on their 
visit which will take them to Cairns, Darwin, Derby, Perth, Adelaide, 
Brisbane, Sydney, Alice Springs and Uluru. 


The team is going at the invitation of the Australian churches following an 
initiative by the Aboriginal communities. The team members are Bishop Leslie 
Boseto from the Solomon Islands, Mukami McCrum, originally from Kenya and now 
living in Scotland, and Pablo Santos of the Aeta people of Zambales on the 
Philippine island of Luzon and leader of the National Federation of Indigenous 
People in the Philippines. 


A press conference is scheduled for 3.30 p.m. on 29 November at the Australian 
Council of Churches Board Room, in Sydney. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.35 
UK: No further obstacles to Church of England priesting women 


LONDON (EPS) --With the passage through Britain’s House of Lords (2 November) 
of the measure to allow the ordination of women priests, there are now no 
obstacles to the Church of England ordaining its first women priests shortly 
after next Easter. The only remaining legal steps are the granting of the 
royal assent and then the promulgation of the canons at a special session of 
the Church of England’s general synod on 22 February to bring the legislation 
into effect. There are thought to be about 1000 women deacons awaiting 
ordination. 


The Church of England voted by a narrow margin to ordain women in November 
1992 [EPS 92.11.28] causing considerable controversy and provoking the 
decision among many male priest opponents to leave the Church of England 
ministry and seek acceptance into the Roman Catholic Church. Between 250-500 
are expected to leave within the first year but their number could increase 
to about a thousand. [EPS] 


EPS 193 . 26 37 
WCC sends plea to El Salvador president over political killings 


GENEVA (EPS) --World Council of Churches General Secretary Konrad Raiser has 
called on Alfredo Cristiani, President of El Salvador, to end the current 
political violence in the country and dismantle the death squads. 


The plea, made in a 4 November letter to President Cristiani, said the WCC had 
"profound concern about the recent assassinations and other cruel forms of 
violence carried out in recent days by death squads against prominent members 
of the political opposition in El Salvador". 


Raiser called on the president to bring to justice those responsible for such 
"Criminal acts" which "inflict pain and fear upon Salvadorean families and 
communities, and raise the spectre of renewed dangerous political instability 
at a critical moment of Central American history". 


In his letter, Raiser reminded Cristiani of correspondence the President had 
in 1990 with the previous WCC General Secretary, Emilio Castro. Cristiani 
then told Castro his government was firmly committed to work for economic and 
social justice. 


Raiser also made reference to Cristiani’s recent speech to the UN General 
Assembly where he said peace is possible when a culture of violence has been 
changed to a culture of peace. Raiser added "Events of recent days show 
dramatically that this has not been achieved. We implore you to put your own 
words into action, to bring an end to the violence, dismantle the death squads 
and bring to justice those responsible for these violations of the right to 
life". 


The Peace Agreement of 31 December 1991, Raiser maintained, "must be followed 
to the letter. History will certainly judge harshly any signatory or party to 
the agreement who fails to keep this commitment". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.38 
German regional church wants to reactivate WCC membership 


BUCKEBURG, Germany (EPS) --The bishop of the Lutheran Church of Schaumburg- 
Lippe, smallest of the regional churches in the Evangelical Church of Germany, 
says his church wants to reactivate its membership in the World Council of 
Churches. The 64 000-member church, a founding member of the WCC, has not 
taken part in Council activities since 1978 in protest against grants from the 
WCC’s Special Fund to Combat Racism to armed liberation organizations in 
Southern Africa. Bishop Heinrich Herrmanns told the german press service idea 
that WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser had accepted an invitation to speak 
at the church’s regional Kirchentag in June 1994. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.39 
Zimbabwe’s Catholics oppose AIDS book in their schools 


HARARE (EPS)--The Roman Catholic Church in Zimbabwe has called for the 
withdrawal of a school text book on AIDS, according to the All Africa Press 
Service (APS). 


APS quotes Sister Hyacinth Gerbecks, Roman Catholic Secretary for Education, 
as saying her church is not against teaching about AIDS in its schools but is 
unhappy with the approach adopted in the book provided by the Ministry of 
Education. 


"There is a tendency in this book to say stay safe and stick to one partner" 
Gerbecks said. She believed that was not appropriate advice for the twelve 
year olds at whom the book is aimed. More appropriate terms, she claimed, 
would be "Not yet, no", because children needed first to be told of the values 
of human and Christian love, faithfulness, self worth, self respect and 
chastity. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.40 
WCC Unit II commission meets in Trinidad 


GENEVA (EPS) --The relation between gospel and culture - a controversial issue 
in the ecumenical movement for years - will be the focus of the next WCC world 
conference on mission and evangelism. 


That decision was taken by the commission for the WCC Programme Unit on Life, 
Education and Mission (Unit II) when it met in Trinidad and Tobago from 29 
October to 6 November. 


Unit executive director Ana Langerak says the world conference - eleventh in 
a series going back to a 1910 global mission meeting in Edinburgh, sometimes 
identified as the birthplace of the ecumenical movement - will be held in 
early 1997 at a place to be determined. The last such conference was in San 
Antonio, Texas (US) in 1989. 


Describing a world mission conference as a "working conference" and not a 
"mini-WCC Assembly", Langerak said it should be "the place in the ecumenical 
movement where churches express the shape and content of God’s mission as they 
examine contemporary challenges". As such, it is indispensable, she said. 


Given the emphasis on gospel and culture, Langerak observed, holding this 
year’s commission meeting in Trinidad was a happy coincidence, since it gave 
participants a chance to experience "something of the harmony and communal 
peace possible in a multicultural and pluralistic society". 


As part of preparing for the world conference, the commission approved a study 
on gospel and cultures to be carried out mainly by local groups around the 
world. 


Gospel and culture is one of five programme focal points identified by the 
commission for the unit, whose central concern is mission through preaching, 
teaching and healing. The others are Mission and Evangelism in Unity; 
Community and Justice; Churches’ Action for Health; and Education for All 
God's People. 


Langerak observed that "people are clamouring for help from their churches" 
especially in relation to HIV/AIDS. In response the commission asked the unit 
to give special emphasis to issues of women and health and gender analysis of 
HIV/AIDS. 


Central and Eastern Europe were emphasized in discussions of both Education 
for All God’s People and Mission and Evangelism in Unity. The Commission 
recognized the challenge of helping churches there to develop curricula and 
teaching materials and learn new teaching methods in religious education. 


It also noted problems created by proselytism in the formerly socialist 
countries of that region and the need to encourage churches there and 
elsewhere to engage in evangelism in culturally relevant ways. 


Commissioners called for a cooperative working style among the five teams 
making up the unit staff, whose programmes and activities were located within 
three different units in the WCC’s pre-1992 structure. They said the five unit 
priorities need not be equated with airtight programmes and urged staff to 
come together in various groups to work on specific projects such as AIDS. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.11.41 
US: NCC board meets, places new emphasis on evangelism 


NEW YORK (EPS)--A new effort to place emphasis on evangelism marks a 
significant development in the recent life of the US National Council of 
Churches (NCC), according to President Syngman Rhee. 


At a meeting 10-12 November in Baltimore, Maryland, the NCC’s general board 
gave preliminary approval to a policy document titled "An Invitation to 
Evangelism: Jesus Christ and God’s Reign". Sponsors said they would revise 
it to take account of comments received during the coming year, and present 
it for final approval to the board next year. 


"I have worked hard for this", Rhee said in a subsequent telephone interview. 
"I have encouraged the Council to recognize that nurturing the roots of our 


faith is as important as reaping the fruits. Over the last two or three 
decades, we have concentrated more on the social expression of the faith, the 
fruits. But if we hope to reap these fruits, we cannot neglect nurturing the 
rooLsre 


Rhee said he thought members of the general board had reached a consensus on 
this issue. He acknowledged that another statement on evangelism adopted by 
the NCC in 1976 received little follow-up. But he said he thought effects 
of the new document would be longer lasting. 


Following sections on "God's Call to Evangelism", "God’s Call to Personal 
Conversion" and "God’s Call to Community", the statement develops the theme 
of "God’s Call to Ecumenical Evangelism". It envisions an "ecumenical, 
evangelizing church" and anticipates dialogue with churches elsewhere about 
the meaning of evangelism as distinguished from proselytism. 


Rhee, an executive at the, headquarters of the Presbyterian church in 
Louisville, Kentucky, and the first Asian-American president of the NCC, 
completes his term 31 December. He will be succeeded by the first Moravian 
president, Gordon L. Sommers, who serves in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, as 
president of the Provincial Elders’ Conference of the Moravian Northern 
Province. At the Baltimore meeting, the NCC board named United Methodist 
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert of San Francisco as president-elect, scheduled to 
take office in 1996. 


Continuing efforts to develop ties with Roman Catholics, the NCC arranged for 
Baltimore Archbishop William H. Keeler, president of the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, to speak at a 10 November installation service for 
Sommers. Executive Secretary Shen Yifan of the China Christian Council 
participated in the service. As a further expression of continuing Catholic 
relationships, Rhee said he would lead an NCC delegation that would visit the 
Vatican early in December and present a copy of the NCC-sponsored New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible to Pope John Paul II. 


Other speakers at the board meeting included astronomer Carl Sagan on ecology 
and, on the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women, Thoko 
Mpumlwana, moderator of the World Council of Churches Working Group on Women. 


NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell submitted a 1994 budget of USS 49.7 
million, anticipating a decrease in contributions from member churches and 
some other categories of income. "The reductions in this budget reflect 
clearly the financial difficulties of our member communions", she said. She 
is currently leading the NCC through a "transformation" process that includes 
both a search for new sources of funds and reorganization to reduce staff. 
One step is securing a seconded staff person from a member church to serve as 
coordinator of the Prophetic Justice unit in place of retiring director Kenyon 
C. Burke. 


In addition to preliminary action on the evangelism statement, the board gave 
final approval to policy documents on "Global Communication for Justice" and 
"Violence in Electronic Media and Film", and preliminary approval to a 
statement on "Human Rights": The Fulfilment of Life in the Social Order". 
[over] 


nec meeting/2 


Adopting "Global Communication for Justice", the NCC declared that "the media 
have never adequately served the real interests of the majority of people and 
even less so those of the powerless". It called for United Nations agencies, 
governments and the communications industries to explore "strategies that 
could work toward change". 


The statement on "Violence in Electronic Media and Film" updated another 
policy document on the same subject adopted in 1986. The new statement 
emphasizes the need for churches to "provide leadership through congregations 
as centres of media literacy" and for families to "participate directly in the 
media world through conversations with the church, government and media 
industries". Churches that hold stock in media companies are asked to use 
their stockholder rights to press company management on the violence issue. 


If approved after a second reading next year, the statement on "Human Rights" 
will update a 1963 document on that theme. The new statement notes that the 
phrase "human rights" does not appear in the Bible, but says, "Human rights 
are implied as the Scriptures seek to express what it means to be assured of 
life in all its fullness". 


In confession, the statement says the church has often shown reluctance to 
speak forcefully for the rights of the oppressed. But it commits the NCC to 
"Support efforts in the United States and around the world to end the 
practices of prejudice and discrimination based upon race, class, religion, 
caste, gender, sexual orientation or ethnicity". 


The NCC board adopted resolutions on: 


- South Africa, calling for suspension of economic sanctions and urging 
"investors to invest in South Africa in a responsible way by observing the 
South African Council of Churches Code of Business Copnduct; 


- Cuba, asking the US government to end its embargo and "create a policy of 
dialogue and detente with the government of Cuba within the parameters of 
respect for the sovereignty of nations, which would facilitate political and 
economic modifications that the people of Cuba wish to implement"; 


= Armenia, referring to "an influx of religious groups and sectarian 
movements" and expressing solidarity with the Apostolic Orthodox Church of 
Armenia. 


- Azerbaijan/Karabagh, requesting the secretary general of the United Nations 
to redouble his efforts to achieve a ceasefire and end "the unilaterally 
imposed blockade of Armenia by Turkey". 


- Korea, urging President Bill Clinton to "take new and bold initiatives for 
the peace and reunification of Korea, beginning with such confidence-building 
measures as the normalization of relations with the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea" (North Korea) ; 


- Hawaii, declaring that racism brought "genocide of the indigenous people 
of Hawaii", the Kaneka Maoli, and committing the NCC to "Support of our Kaneka 
Maoli brothers and sisters in their struggle towards the establishment of an 
indigenous sovereign government of their own choosing". 


- United Nations, endorsing the Declaration and Programme of Action of the 
June 1993 World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna and promising to 
participate in observance of the UN’s 50th anniversary, 1995, as "a year of 
study, reflection, renewal, new visioning and recommitment". 


- World Council of Churches, promising to assist the (black) National Baptist 
Convention USA Inc. in its role as host of the 1995 meeting of the WCC Central 
Committee in Nashville, Tennessee, the Baptist body’s headquarters city. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.42 
Slaughter continues in Burundi 


KIGALI, Rwanda (EPS)--Ten days after the 21 October coup (EPS 93.11.03), 
members of Burundi’s Hutu ethnic majority were still being slaughtered by the 
Tutsi minority, according to church sources in neighbouring Rwanda, to where 
some 400 000 (of 700 000) refugees have fled. Tanzania has taken in about 
250 000 Burundians; the rest have fled to Zaire. 


"Blood is flowing again", said a 1 November letter to the WCC emergencies desk 
from Central Committee member Michel Twagirayesu, recalling the recurring 
ethnic conflict that has plagued Burundi for three decades. Rivers are full 
of the bodies of victims of military aggression and "ethnic vengeance", said 
Twagirayesu, who is president of the Presbyterian Church in Rwanda. He cited 
Red Cross representatives in the area who put the death toll at 50 000. United 
Nations representative James Jonah warned on 11 November that the situation 
in Burundi could soon resemble that in Somalia. 


Twagirayesu’s letter confirmed that, despite assurances from the coup leaders, 
calm had not yet been restored. Members of the deposed Burundian government 
have established headquarters in Kigali and asked the Organization of African 
Unity to send a multinational force to restore peace and order. 


Responding to an earlier request from the Rwanda Protestant Council of 
Churches, the WCC issued an appeal for funds to assist 40 000 refugees from 
Burundi in Rwanda. Twagirayesu said most had spent the first week of their 
exile without food, shelter or aid of any kind due to a lack of material and 
human resources at the local level. Nights were very cold and, as usual at the 
end of the dry season, food stocks were very low. Rwanda already has some 
600 000 internally displaced people, victims of a three-year conflict between 
the government and an opposition party, the letter said. 


Burundi’s Catholic, Anglican and Methodist bishops issued a joint statement 
on 26 October, calling for an immediate end to the massacres and asking the 
international community to help restore democracy and aid refugees and the WCC 
and All-Africa Conference of Churches to "play an active role... so that the 
right to life of human beings, created in God’s image, might be respected". 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.11.43 
Strong words from new church leader in Kenya 


NAIROBI (EPS)--Kenya is facing a problem of leadership according to the new 
general secretary of the National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK), Mutava 
Musyimi, reports All Africa Press Service (APS) 


APS says Musyimi made his remarks when inducted into his new post on 

26 October, replacing Sam Kobia, who is now executive director of the WCC 
Programme Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation in Geneva. He is quoted as 
Saying "We are witnessing a tragic scenario, the stifling of an emergent 
Christian culture, the lust and clamour for power, wealth, self-fulfilment, 
blatant rationalisation of evil and institutionalisation of hatred and 
tribalism". 


Musyimi believed both church and state had a role to play in Kenya because 
both belonged to God but he complained each constantly competed for the 
control of the Kenyan mind. 


The Christian church, he added, "holds a critical mass, mathematically, 
morally and spiritually to change this country" but the church needed to 
regain confidence in the power of the Gospel to transform society. 


APS says Musyimi’s message amounted to a call for a review of the church-state 
relationship in Kenya. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.44 
High-level discussion of WCC-Roman Catholic relations 


GENEVA (EPS) --The president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity, Cardinal Edward Idris Cassidy, met with officers and senior staff of 
the World Council of Churches here on 6 November. Accompanying Cassidy were 
PCPCU secretary Bishop Pierre Duprey and Msgr John Radano. 


The WCC was represented by the moderator and one of the vice moderators of the 
Central Committee, Archbishop Aram Keshishian and Ephorus Soritua Nababan, 
General Secretary Konrad Raiser, Deputy General Secretary Wesley Ariarajah, 
church and ecumenical relations executive secretary George Lemopoulos and Sr 
Monica Cooney, a Roman Catholic responsible for relations with Catholic 
mission societies in the WCC Programme Unit on Life, Education and Mission. 


High on the agenda of the meeting - the first formal one between the WCC 
officers and the PCPCU - was strengthening relations between the WCC and the 
Roman Catholic Church after the WCC’s Seventh Assembly in Canberra and the 
PCPCU’s publication of a new edition of the "Directory for the application of 
principles and norms of ecumenism" (EPS 93.06.25). 


Particular attention was given to cooperation in the framework of the WCC- 
Vatican Joint Working Group, ongoing work in the Faith and Order Commission 
and collaboration in reflection on mission and on social and ethical issues. 
WCC representatives said they welcomed the report of the recent Orthodox-Roman 
Catholic international theological dialogue on uniatism and the search for 
full communion (EPS 93.07.02). They suggested that the document will not only 
facilitate bilateral relations but also provide new insights for wider 
ecumenical discussions. 


It was stressed that the ecumenical commitment of the Roman Catholic Church 
at local, national and regional levels through national councils of churches 
and regional ecumenical organizations offers new ecumenical possibilities 
which should. be deepened together. Another issue for common attention is the 
pastoral challenges arising from mixed marriages, an increasingly prevalent 
phenomenon in some parts of the world. 


The meeting also offered a chance to share plans for a plenary session on WCC- 
Roman Catholic relationships during January’s Central Committee meeting in 
Johannesburg and to begin reflecting on how the WCC and Roman Catholic Church 
might respond together to widespread expectations of some form of ecumenical 
expression to mark the turn of the millennium. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.45 
Brazil: Catholic bishop speaks out against hunger and poverty 


DUQUE DE CAXIAS, Brazil (EPS)--In a mid-October statement marking the UN’s 
World Day Against Want, Catholic bishop Dom Mauro Morelli warned that as long 
as Brazil is "dominated by a senseless elite, unfeeling and bent on ensuring 
first-world living standards to a quarter of the population", it will be "a 
colony of backwardness, an empire of mediocrity, a republic of scorn". 


The outspoken churchman, whose diocese hosted the WCC meeting during the 1992 
Rio de Janeiro "Earth Summit", is a founding member of Citizens’ Action 
Against Hunger and Poverty and for Life, a movement of "ordinary" men and 
women who say the hunger and abject poverty faced by 32 million of their 
fellow-Brazilians violate "our own human dignity". 


Morelli, who also chairs a government-appointed National Food Security 
Council, says Citizens Action is both a movement of solidarity with the poor 
and hungry and a political challenge to everyone who has possessions and food. 
It views land reform and fair wages as the sine qua non of a life of dignity 
and equality for all: land ownership and agricultural policy should provide 
a place to live and work and enough food for all citizens; wages should 
promote human dignity, reward effort and guarantee decent living standards. 
Morelli says that literally thousands of Brazilian anti-hunger groups have 
lost their momentum because of lack of "competence and leadership", 
"partnership and decentralization" and "organization". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.46 
Heads of Christian World Communions meet 


GENEVA (EPS)--A profile of Orthodoxy today, the work of the United Bible 
Societies, proselytism and the future of ecumenism in the twenty-first century 
were on the agenda when general secretaries of Christian World Communions 
(CWCs) met here 26-28 October. Thirty people attended the meeting, chaired by 
Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation. 


Although the term "Christian World Communions" goes back only to 1979, the 
first international associations of churches of a particular confession or 
tradition were formed in the 1860s; and the secretaries of more than a dozen 
such bodies have been meeting together annually since 1957. In recent years 
gatherings have usually included representatives of Orthodox churches, the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, united churches and the WCC. 


Participants spent some time evaluating the Fifth World Conference of Faith 
and Order (Santiago de Compostela, August 1993). Several noted that the Faith 
and Order Commission is the only platform through which many CWCs participate 
in the work of the WCC. Others expressed appreciation for the participation 
of a younger generation of theologians in the Santiago meeting and welcomed 
confirmation of the central place and role Faith and Order has in the WCC. 
Plans for the next "Forum of Bilateral Dialogues", scheduled for Geneva in 
October 1995 were also discussed. 


WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser gave a presentation on the theme of "the 
common understanding of the ecumenical movement and the relationship between 
CWCs and the WCC". In discussion of Raiser’s reflections on the contemporary 
ecumenical movement and the common pilgrimage of the WCC and CWCs in the one 
ecumenical movement, participants voiced a plurality of conceptions of the one 
ecumenical movement and of ways of being involved in it and emphasized the 
need for. continuous dialogue. 


The informative presentation on the theology and spirituality, life and 
witness and ecumenical commitment of Orthodox churches today gave special 
attention to central and eastern Europe as well as to diaspora where new 
challenges appear and new possibilities for common witness are offered. An 
introduction to the work of the United Bible Societies focussed not only on 
concrete achievements in Bible translation and distribution in various regions 
and countries but also on the fundamental principles of interconfessional 
cooperation which guide the UBS. 


Finally, the group spent some time opening up a discussion on evangelism and 
proselytism. Recognizing the importance of the subject for many churches and 
Christians around the world, they decided to include this issue for closer 
examination on the agenda of a future meeting for a careful examination. Next 
year’s conference will be held in Istanbul from 25-27 October. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.47 
Canada’s new premier receives ecumenical letters 


OTTAWA (EPS) --Canada’s new prime minister Jean Chrétien received letters from 
ecumenical leaders on each of his first two days in office. 


In a 4 November letter of congratulations, heads of fourteen Canadian churches 
urged the new government "to listen, to reconcile and to reflect diversity as 
well as a sense of common direction". They said they hoped Chrétien would 
respect "all of Canada’s people" and help to "recover a sense of the 
distinctiveness of our land and history". 


Canadian Council of Churches president Bruce McLeod and acting general 
secretary Clarke Raymond wrote to Chrétien on 5 November to ask for a thorough 
review of Canada’s foreign and defence policy. Among issues mentioned were the 
role of human rights in foreign policy, the refugee crisis, maintaining the 
level of development assistance at 0.7 per cent of the gross national product 
and focussing defence policy on collective security and building conditions 
for peace. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.48 
Lutheran, Orthodox theologians announce agreements on councils 


NEW YORK (EPS) --Religious News Service reports that an eight-point communiqué 
was released here on 2 November detailing agreements about the ecumenical 
councils of the first eight centuries reached earlier this year by an 
international panel of Lutheran and Orthodox theologians. The theologians met 
in Sandbjerg, Denmark, in July for the seventh plenary session of the 
International Lutheran-Orthodox Joint Commission. 


The name "ecumenical council" commonly designates seven such gatherings whose 
authority was recognized by the Eastern and Western church before the split 
of 1054: Nicaea (325), Constantinople I (381), Ephesus (431), Chalcedon (451), 
Constantinople II (553), Constantinople III (680-81) and Nicaea (787). Whereas 
the Eastern Orthodox, who sometimes call themselves "the church of the seven 
ecumenical councils", have not recognized any council since Nicaea II, several 
subsequent general councils convened by the Roman Catholic Church have been 
described as "ecumenical". The Apostolic (Assyrian) Church of the East accepts 
GUiva. (ite. Liteua bWOoecouncHle, stuew bivem ior vencal Orthodox = (or *non= 
Chalcedonian") churches (Armenian, Coptic, Ethiopian, Syrian and Indian) 
accept only the first three. Special emphasis is given to the first four 
councils in various Protestant traditions. 


"The teachings of the ecumenical councils of the early church are normative 
for the faith and life of our churches today", according to the new Lutheran- 
Orthodox statement. The councils "are not merely of historical significance 
but are irreplaceable events for the church’s life. Through them the apostolic 
faith and tradition, brought about by the saving revelation of God in Christ, 
was confirmed by the consensus of the gathered representatives of the church 
led by the Holy Spirit." 


Commenting on the Second Council of Nicaea (787), which restored the 
veneration of icons in the churches, a central element of Orthodox theology 
and spirituality, the statement says that although Lutherans do not have this 
council as part of their tradition, they "rejected the iconoclasm of the 16th 
century and affirmed the distinction between adoration due to the Triune God 
alone and all other forms of veneration". 


Also acknowledged are differences between Lutherans and Orthodox on the role 
in contemporary church life of the canones from the councils. These practical 
statements on order and discipline were issued by the councils alongside their 
decisions on theological issues. While agreeing that doctrinal decisions and 
practical applications belong together, the statement says "not all decisions 
on canonical matters have the same authority, and their reception and use in 
the Orthodox and Lutheran churches differ". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.49 
United Church of Canada issues guide on whole-world ecumenism 


TORONTO (EPS)--A renewed understanding of "whole-world ecumenism" is the 
subject of a study guide being mailed this month to all congregations of the 
United Church of Canada. 


The chair of the church’s interchurch interfaith committee said the 
denomination-wide study will "help people draw the connection between the 
concern they have for the world’s problems and the solutions that are possible 
if we work together". According to Robert Smith, "the real scandal of our time 
is not the division of the churches, but rather it’s the institutional 
preoccupation of the churches in the face of the suffering of the world." 


Consequently, the document emphasizes how churches relate to the world beyond 
themselves, including persons of other religious traditions and ideologies and 
individuals and institutions committed to solving the world’s problems but not 
necessarily on the basis of religious faith. Committee staff member Paul 
Newman said that far from "watering down Christian faith or weakening 
Christian community", whole-world ecumenism calls "for a deepening commitment 
to Jesus and a much closer following of his message". [EPS] 


Era wo .a4.5 ou 
Christian business executives hold congress in Mexico 


MONTERREY, Mexico (EPS)--Cardinal Roger Etchegaray, president of the 
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, has warned business leaders against 
shrinking the gospel in the process of drawing economic implications from it. 
Some 600 Christian business people from thirty countries on five continents 
gathered in this northern Mexican industrial city (28-29 Octcber) for the 19th 
world congress of UNIAPAC, the International Christian Union of Business 
Executives. 


Also present was Rob van Drimmelen, executive secretary in the WCC Programme 
Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation, who brought a message from General 
Secretary Konrad Raiser. UNIAPAC membership is predominantly Roman Catholic, 
van Drimmelen noted, but it has sought to strengthen its ecumenical character; 
and a high-level UNIAPAC delegation visited the WCC earlier this year. 


Praising the choice of a meeting theme - "The Social Market Economy at the 
Service of Humanity" - Raiser criticized the "simplistic" euphoria of some 
about the "victory" of capitalism and "defeat" of socialism. "If there isa 


victory of capitalism", said the WCC General Secretary, "it should not be a 
triumph of personal greed over common good at the price of the exclusion of 
many. If there is a defeat of socialism, it should not be a demise of all 
social objectives." 


He added that "the state and the market should work in tandem, and people 
should be empowered to exert effective control over both. In the process, a 
crucial role has to be played by organizations in the civil society such as 
the members of UNIAPAC, trade unions, consumer organizations and churches." 


Etchegaray said that the church recognizes the values of the market, but does 
not "canonize" it. Its concern, he said, is that the free market does not 
sufficiently respect the freedom of all, since important human needs escape 
its .og1¢. 


Reflecting on the theme of "the market and the kingdom", another keynote 
speaker, International Monetary Fund director general Michel Camdessus, 
questioned whether today’s economic growth is the economic growth we need. The 
market, he said, is based on power and force while the kingdom of God is based 
on service; the market divides whereas the kingdom unites. "The kingdom is not 
the ‘end of history’", added Camdessus, "but is present where there is 
reconciliation and sharing." 


Commenting on the conference, van Drimmelen said "it was good to see how 
Christian business executives together explore what social, political and 
environmental limits should be put on free market forces". 


UNIAPAC,. founded in 1931 by Catholic employers in Belgium, France and the 
Netherlands, was expanded in 1962 to include other Christian business 
executives. It is committed to studying and spreading the ethical principles 
of Christian social teaching in economic and social life, particularly at the 
level of business and management. 


Its secretariat is located in Brussels. Belgian businessman Guy de Wouters was 
elected president at the meeting in Monterrey; he succeeds Michel Albert of 
France. [EPS] 


EPSs6 3717. St 


German theologian Gollwitzer dies at 84 

BERLIN (EPS) --German theologian Helmut Gollwitzer, a prominent voice at the 
WCC’s world conference on Church and Society (Geneva, 1966) and Fourth 
Assembly (Uppsala, 1968), died on 17 October at 84. WCC General Secretary 
Konrad Raiser praised Gollwitzer for his "sympathetic engagements for justice 
and peace, Christian-Marxist dialogue and the indissolubility of the 
relationship between the church and the Jewish people", describing him as one 
in whom "following the ‘upright way’ was joined to a believing solidarity with 
humanity". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.52 
Russian Orthodox Church suspends Yakunin from ministry 


MOSCOW (EPS)--A Russian Orthodox priest who was internationally known as a 
human rights activist during the Communist era, when he spent ten years in 
prison and internal exile, has been suspended from his ministry by the church. 
According to the Catholic news service APIC, the action was taken after Gleb 
Yakunin refused to withdraw his candidacy for legislative elections in the 
Russian Federation on 12 December. 


In October, a special session of the holy synod of the Russian Orthodox Church 
forbade members of the clergy from standing for election, arguing that a full- 
time job as a parliamentarian is incompatible with pastoral work and that 
partisan political affiliation risks dividing the faithful. Another ordained 
candidate, Innokentij Pavlov, announced on 4 November that he was withdrawing 
from a race in Moscow, "out of obedience and to preserve peace within the 
enurcn™: 


During the period of perestroika under Mikhail Gorbachev, several Orthodox 
clergy became part of legislative bodies in the former Soviet Union, among 
them the then-metropolitan of Leningrad (now St Petersburg), who is now 
Patriarch Alexei II. After the dissolution of the USSR, only three priests 
remained in the Supreme Soviet of the Russian Federation, including Yakunin, 
who is considered one of the chief supporters of democratic reform and of 
President Boris Yeltsin. 


In an interview with the US-based agency News Network International, Yakunin 
said he would appeal the decision, noting that the synod’s decision was signed 
by Metropolitan Philaret of Minsk, who is himself a member of parliament in 
the neighbouring republic of Belarus. Yakunin said the synod’s ban on priests 
in parliament was not an issue of principle but a personal attack meant to 
punish him for using archives of the former Soviet intelligence service KGB 
to show the infiltration of the church during the Communist period and for 
successfully opposing proposed legislation earlier this year that would have 
restricted the work of foreign missionaries in Russia. [EPS] 


EPS .93..11.53 
WCC’s Raiser writes to Turkish prime minister on Greek minority 


GENEVA (EPS)--WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser has written to the prime 
minister of Turkey, Tansu Ciller, regarding the concerns of the Greek minority 
there about restrictions of certain of their fundamental rights. Raiser said 
there is "evidence of growing animosity ... reflected in public behaviour and 
statements published in part of the Turkish press." He also expressed the 
"dismay" of the Greek minority about the inadequacy, and sometimes 
unavailability, of education in minority schools, leading members of the 
community to leave their Turkish homeland. 


Raiser said the WCC had a particular historical attachment to the Greek 
community through the Ecumenical Patriarchate whose call, seventy years ago, 
for the creation of an ecumenical body to promote Christian unity in the world 
resulted in the formation of the WCC. He said it was important for 
governments to create conditions which allow the continued presence of living 
religious communities in their places of origin and that in the case of the 
Greek minority in Turkey, this must include protection against religious 
intolerance, the guaranteed right to one’s own culture and language, the 
assurance that the community will not be used in any way as a pawn in 
international disputes between states, and the provision of equal opportunity 
for education. 


Raiser said "an important gesture now would be for your government to 
authorize the reopening of the Theological School of Heybeliada, which has 
been closed since July 1971", adding that the school, which celebrates its 
150th anniversary in 1974 is of great importance to the life of the Orthodox 
Church in Turkey and internationally. He said "official permission for it 
to continue its venerable work of theological education well ahead of that 
anniversary would be widely appreciated and would do credit to Turkey". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.54 
US: United Methodists discuss ministry issues 


ATLANTA (EPS) --Theological and practical issues regarding ordained ministry 
were at the centre of attention in two recent United Methodist meetings here. 


Bishops of the 8.9-million-member denomination, meeting 1-5 November, approved 
for distribution and discussion within the church the first draft of a 
"foundation document" on ministry. Earlier, a theology professor’s unusual 
individual ecumenical initiative and issues of ministry and sexuality were on 
the agenda of the nine-member Judicial Council which serves as the "supreme 
court" for the denomination. 


According to Religious News Service, United Methodists have never defined the 
structure and order of ministry since 1968, when the last of three twentieth- 
century mergers took place which brought the denomination into being in its 
present form. Last year, the UMC General Conference voted down a study of the 
ministry that had been in the works since 1984. 


As in several other US Protestant denominations, ministry has become a highly 
politicized issue among Methodists, with tensions between lay and ordained 
ministries centering on the role of the diaconate. The 1992 General Conference 
decided not to ordain deacons to a "ministry of liturgy and service" and asked 
the Council of Bishops to prepare "appropriate, orderly and consistent 
legislation" on the diaconate. The new draft does not seek to resolve the 
dispute over the diaconate, but is seen as the starting point for developing 
a rationale for a proposal to be brought to the General Conference in 1996. 


In a case involving a retired professor of theology, the Judicial Council 
ruled that a person cannot simultaneously be a UMC minister and a Roman 
Catholic layperson, holding that New Testament scholar William Farmer in 
effect gave up his standing as a Methodist minister when he joined a multi- 
ethnic Roman Catholic parish in Dallas in 1990. 


Farmer, who continued to be active in a predominantly black Methodist parish, 
Said the dual membership grew out of his commitment to Christian unity and 
racial justice. He had argued that Methodist ordination is "for ministry in 
the universal church of Jesus Christ" and that his joining the Catholic Church 
was "a theologically valid gesture of ecumenical reconciliation". 


But the Judicial Council upheld the ruling of the Methodist bishop of Dallas 
that joining the Catholic Church constituted Farmer’s "withdrawal from the 
United Methodist Church", though it called "irrelevant and immaterial" the 
bishop’s ruling that Farmer’s action was an act of "disobedience to the order 
and discipline" of the UMC. 


Insisting that the case did not involve Methodist-Roman Catholic relations, 
the UMC Commission on Christian Unity had asked the Judicial Council to bar 
Farmer from retaining his Methodist clergy credentials. The unity commission 
focussed on the impossibility of a person’s being "both clergy and lay 
simultaneously". Since Farmer, as a Methodist minster, is ordained in the 
universal church, the commission’s brief argued, "his seeking and receiving 
the status of a layperson in another church represents a denial of his 
ordination." 


In ruling on a case in Oregon the Judicial Council said UMC legislative bodies 
must define more precisely such terms as "self-avowed practising homosexual". 
The UMC Book of Discipline calls the practice of homosexuality "incompatible 
with Christian teaching" and bars "self-avowed practising homosexuals" from 
ordination or appointment as ministers. But it said that the Oregon-Idaho 
Annual Conference, whose bishop has refused to give an appointment to a deacon 
on this ground, has never defined "self-avowed practising homosexual" nor 
provided any evidence that the deacon in question (now on a leave of absence) 
is a self-avowed practising homosexual. 


The Council also declined to resolve issues coming from two conferences on so- 
called covenant or blessing services for same-sex couples, and it told a New 
Jersey conference to bring its sexual harassment policy in line with the UMC 
constitution and Book of Discipline. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.55 
CEC Presidium meets 


NICE (EPS) --The Presidium of the Conference of European Churches has appealed 
to European heads of state not to neglect issues such as unemployment, racism, 
mass immigration and the needs of asylum seekers. 


The plea came in a letter from the eight presidents of CEC meeting in Nice 
(27-31 October) and sent to the heads of state meeting in Brussels to 
celebrate the European Union. 


Referring in its letter to the situation of the former Yugoslavia, the 
Presidium said there was no simple answer to the "explosion of armed conflicts 
and nationalistic fervour across Europe". However, the presidents urged the 
European Community "not to succumb to compassion fatigue" but to work harder 
to provide proper humanitarian relief and achieve a breakthrough in 
negotiating a just settlement to the conflict. 


In a letter to member churches in the former Yugoslavia, the Presidium 
expressed its "sense of shared pain at the prolonged conflicts and sufferings" 
in the region but added it believed there are "still signs of hope in the 
energies of compassion, forgiveness and reconciliation which many leaders and 
members from all religious communities continue to emphasize". 


The letter also disclosed CEC is issuing invitations to a "round table" to be 
held before the end of the year. This gathering aims to bring together 
leaders and members of all religious communities in the former Yugoslavia. 


The CEC Presidium also expressed its concern over the situation in Russia and 
Georgia in letters to Patriarch Alexy II of Moscow and All Russia, and to 
Patriarch Iliya of Georgia. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.56 
Romanian ecumenical body holds inaugural assembly 


BUCHAREST (EPS) --The Ecumenical Association of Churches in Romania held its 
inaugural assembly here 3 November, bringing three member churches of the WCC 
and Conference of European Churches into closer relationship. The churches - 
Orthodox, Reformed and Lutheran - already cooperate on a range of projects in 
emergency relief, environmental protection, education and mission through 
AIDRom, an agency created with WCC help after the fall of the Communist regime 
of Nicolae Ceausescu in December 1989. 


Huibert van Beek of the WCC Office of Church and Ecumenical Relations attended 
the assembly and says it is hoped that other churches, including the Baptist 
Union and the fast-growing Pentecostal Apostolic Church, will eventually join 
in a more comprehensive national council of churches in Romania. 


Although invited, the Baptist and Pentecostal churches, which count 105 000 
and 300 000 members respectively, were not represented at the inaugural 
assembly. This may stem from the current debate over drafting a new law on 
religion, van Beek said. Because of Orthodoxy’s place "in history and in the 
nation", the Orthodox are keen to assume the role of Romania’s "national 
church", though they insist that they would claim no legal advantages thereby. 
The proposed new law states that all churches and religious groups are equal 
before the law. 


The assembly decided that the former board of AIDRom should continue as 
interim administrators of the new association until its next general assembly 
in May 1994. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.57 
US: cloning achievement sparks church criticism 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (EPS) --Cloning, or genetic duplication, of human beings, long 
a subject of speculation by science fiction writers, has sparked renewed 
ethical debate since researchers at George Washington University here 
announced in October the successful cloning of human embryos into identical 
twin embryos. Several churches, concerned about threats to the sanctity of 
human life, have been among the first to react. 


A new report from the Anglican Church of Canada, released as news of the 
experiment broke, explores the ethics and implications of scientific research 
in the area of reproductive technologies, particularly the use of frozen human 
embryos. In-vitro fertilization (IVF) involves creating in the laboratory 
embryos which can then be frozen and stored. Scientists in the US experiment 
used "excess embryos" to produce duplicates with identical sets of genes. One 
possibility this raises is that a couple might decide to have a delayed "twin" 
after determining the nature of a first child, or use a cloned embryo for 
organ or tissue transplants needed by the first child. 


The Anglican report disputed the view that the "planned wastage" of embryos 
used in experiments raises no legal questions if the gamete donors consent, 
and is ethically acceptable if its purpose’ is "the perceived benefit and 
health of others". To treat a human embryo as an "object for others’ benefit", 
the report argued, is "to deny it the instrinsic value due a human life". 
While "intervention in nature is part of our very human nature..., assuming 
ultimate power to reshape the roots of our being is arrogance, not wisdom, for 
humankind". 


One of the strongest expressions of concern came from Franciscan priest Gino 
Concetti in the Vatican daily L’Osservatore Romano, who called human cloning 
"Qa perverse choice". US Southern Baptist medical ethicist C. Ben Mitchell, 
noting that human beings are "made in the image and likeness of our Creator", 
said "the notion of producing a child for replacement parts is deeply 
troubling". 


United Methodist Church executive Thom White Wolf Fassett urged US President 
Bill Clinton to ban the cloning of human embryos at facilities receiving 
federal funds. Science has "made a giant leap forward", Fassett said, "ahead 
of society’s ability to debate the ethics involved and to regulate 
procedures". That view was in fact echoed by one of the researchers involved 
in the experiment, who suggested a need to "let the guidelines and ethics 
catch up a little bit" with what is already possible in the laboratory. 


The Canadian Anglican report also challenged the use of IVF itself, citing 
studies that despite enormous costs success rates are extremely low and 
children born through the process have a high incidence of health problems. 
Concretely, it called for laws against commercialization of gametes and 
embryos and a ban on any experiments that make human life a means to an end. 
It further urged creation of a regulatory agency to oversee IVF practice and 
research in Canada. [EPS] 


EPS; 93.11.56 
Romanian Orthodox theologian dies at 89 


GENEVA (EPS) --Dumitru Staniloae, one of the greatest Orthodox theologians of 
the century, died suddenly in Bucharest (4 October) at the age of 89. In 
1930 he became dean of the Faculty of Theology in Sibiu and after the war 
moved to Bucharest where he taught mystical theology and Orthodox 
spirituality. Influential in Romania and in the entire Orthodox world, he 
was accused of "mysticism" by the communist authorities and imprisoned from 
1958-63). He wrote many books, studies and papers, the most famous of which 
waS a synthesis "Dogmatic Theology" which has been translated into many 
languages. He was a member of various inter-confessional commissions and 
centres, and of the WCC reflection group on the 1983 Vancouver Assembly theme 
"Jesus Christ, the life of the World". During the 1989 revolution in Romania 
he was an outspoken critic of the tyranny of the totalitarian system. [EPS] 


EPS S3e.1359 
Hungary: first celebration of "Protestant Days" in 60 years 


BUDAPEST and DEBRECEN, Hungary (EPS) --A week of lectures, concerts and worship 
services around the country marked the first celebration in more than sixty 
years of "Protestant Days" in Hungary. The featured speaker at a closing rally 
in Budapest was WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser. 


Raiser told an audience of more than 2000 on 30 October that with the church’s 
credibility in both East and West at a low ebb, renewal is necessary. "It is 
not what the media, the politicians or the economists expect from us that 
determines our credibility", he said, "but only the spirit of the gospel". As 
a concrete example of "acting in faith", Raiser cited the work of the two- 
year-old ecumenical agency Hungarian Inter-Church Aid (HIA), which has been 
instrumental in delivering internationally donated ecumenical relief supplies 
to the former Yugoslavia and assisting those fleeing the country for Hungary. 


While in Hungary Raiser attended the formal opening of Erdéspuszta, a new HIA 
refugee centre about 30 kilometres south of Budapest. Designed to accommodate 
up to 400 persons, the centre will provide medical care and psychotherapy, 
schooling in several languages and professional training. Raiser reminded 
those present at the dedication service that work with refugees has been an 
ecumenical priority since the beginning of the movement. Despite its limited 
resources, he said, HIA offers an example of effective work in this area. 


On 31 October - 476th anniversary of Martin Luther's posting of 95 theses on 
the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg - Raiser addressed a traditional 
Reformation Day celebration in the eastern city of Debrecen. Also attending 
the celebration was Archbishop Istvan Seregély of Eger, chair of the Hungarian 
Catholic Bishops Conference. 


The presence of a Catholic leader at the ceremony attests to an improved 
ecumenical climate in Hungary since a 1991 visit by Pope John Paul II, 
according to a press release from the Ecumenical Council of Churches in 
Hungary (ECCH). Before being discontinued during the period of Communist rule, 
the "Protestant Days" were in fact begun in the 1930S as a counter- 
demonstration to a world eucharistic congress organized by the Roman Catholic 
Church in Budapest. 


The Roman Catholic Church has observer status in the ECCH, whose president, 
Lutheran bishop Béla Harmati, notes that there is good Catholic-Protestant 
cooperation in Hungary on Bible translation and social and charitable work. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.11.60 
WCC & CEC ask Sweden not to return asylum seekers to Sri Lanka 


GENEVA (EPS)--The World Council of Churches and the Conference of European 
Churches have called on the Swedish government not to return or repatriate any 
asylum seekers and refugees from Sri Lanka. 


The appeal was made in a 2 November letter to the Minister of Culture, Mrs 
Birgit Friggebo and signed by Konrad Raiser (WCC General Secretary) and Jean 
Fischer (CEC General Secretary). 


In their letter, Raiser and Fischer said they understood the government of 
Sweden is looking into possibilities to return asylum applicants from Sri 
Lanka back to their country. However, the two officials said they believed 
conditions in Sri Lanka are not conducive for this to take place. The letter 
pointed out that the decade-long ethnic conflict in the North of Sri Lanka has 
destabilised the entire country, thus rendering the government ineffective in 
guaranteeing the lives and security of the people, particularly those 
belonging to the Tamil community. 


Raiser and Fischer appealed to the Swedish government to defer taking any 
steps towards the return or repatriation of Sri Lankan asylum seekers or 
refugees pending a just and peaceful resolution of the ethnic conflict in Sri 
Lanka. [EPS] 


EPS 93.71 .61 
Church human rights groups urge US companies to quit Burma 


NEW YORK (EPS) --Church-related human rights activists have begun to focus 
attention on US companies doing business in Burma (Myanmar), according to 
Religious News Service. An October report from Amnesty International accused 
Burma’s military government of "gross human rights violations against ethnic 
minority groups" and said that even though it has released 1700 political 
prisoners in the past eighteen months, hundreds are still detained without 
charge or trial. 


A number of Roman Catholic orders have filed shareholder resolutions with 
Pepsico and several oil companies either calling on the firms to pull out of 
Burma or to give a comprehensive account of their corporate policies there. 
Sister Valerie Heinonen of the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility 
said she expects similar actions from the United Methodist and American 
Baptist churches. 


Baptist presence in Burma goes back to the work of the pioneering missionaries 
Ann and Adoniram Judson 175 years ago. A statement by last year’s biennial 
meeting of the American Baptist Convention encouraged members not to invest 
in firms present in Burma due to the "continuing abuse of the rights of the 
Burmese people and the circumventing of the democratic process by the military 
regime" - which has refused to allow a democratically elected parliament to 
convene after the opposition won 80 per cent of the seats in elections in May 
1990 and has kept the opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize-winner Aung San 
Suu Kyi under house arrest. 


Religious groups say taxes paid by Western companies in Burma support the 
military regime and thus continue the oppression of the people. One US firm, 
Levi Strauss & Co., pulled out of Burma last year, arguing that it could not 
do business there "without directly supporting the military government and its 
pervasive violation of human rights". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.62 
Indian bishop visits Switzerland on behalf of indigenous Adivasi 


LAUSANNE (EPS)--The difficulties facing the indigenous Adivasi peoples of 
India were detailed by Lutheran bishop Nirmal Minz during an October visit to 
Switzerland, coordinated by the Swiss Protestant aid agency EPER in connection 
with the UN Year of Indigenous Peoples. EPER has supported development 
projects in India for 36 years. 


According to the Catholic news service APIC, India’s 70 to 80 million Adivasis 
constitute about 7.5 per cent of the total population. Divided into some 255 
ethnic groups, they have recently created a council to press demands that 
their .identity and their rights ,to land,...natural».resources:,and.selt- 
determination be recognized. Some have called for formation of an autonomous 
Adivasi state. 


Minz, himself an Adivasi, said the history of these indigenous groups - the 
name Adivasi in Hindi signifies "the first to have colonized" the land - goes 
back more than three thousand years. When Aryans came from the north and 


enslaved the indigenous peoples, he said, many Adivasi fled into inaccessible 
mountain and forest regions where they managed to maintain their own culture 
while surviving on hunting and foraging. 


But today, according to Minz, modernization has displaced millions of Adivasi 
through deforestation and construction of huge industrial and hydro-electric 


complexes. To survive, many are forced to hire themselves out as day 
labourers to large landholders and tea planters. Little by little they are 
losing their cultural, religious and social traditions. Amnesty 


International says the Adivasi are the most disadvantaged of all Indian 
peoples, suffering serious infringements of human rights at the hands of the 
police and the military. [EPS] 
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Forthcoming major WCC meetings: 


20-28 January 1994: Central Committee, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
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Acting in Faith, a new 29-minute colour video on the WCC, is now available for 
purchase at a special introductory price. It was produced only in English and 
intended particularly for the United States, but some people may find it 
useful for introducing the Council to other English-speaking audiences as 
well. It can be ordered (in NTSC) from the World Council of Churches office 
in New York (475 Riverside Drive, Room 915, New York, N. Y. 10115) for USS 10, 
plus $ 2.90 postage and handling, until 31 December, and thereafter for 

$ 29.50. It can also be obtained (in VHS/PAL) from the Swiss headquarters of 
the WCC (Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland) for SF 17.50, plus postage, and 
after 31 December for SF 35. For further information on the film, see EPS 
GSROs 7 LOF 
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Apologies to Tracy Early whose name was omitted as the writer of item EPS 
93.11.41 on the NCC board meeting in EPS 60/28 of 11-20 November 1993. 
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EPS 993 ..01. 163 
WCC appeals for USS 2.2m for Armenia as religious leaders meet 


GENEVA & MOSCOW (EPS) --The World Council of Churches (WCC) has made an urgent 
appeal for US$ 2 200 000 to help up to three-and-a-half million people in 
Armenia. 


In a separate development, Muslim and Orthodox leaders from Azerbaijan and 
Armenia have met in Moscow to continue their efforts to bring an end to the 
conflict between the two nations. 


Launching the WCC Winter Aid appeal through a 15 November letter to WCC 
related agencies and friends, Myra Blyth, Director of the WCC’s Unit IV: 
Sharing and Service, said five plane loads of humanitarian supplies were 
proposed at a cost of USS 2 200 000. 


Blyth said the coming winter in Armenia is viewed with great fear. Not only 
had there been five years of conflict with Azerbaijan over the enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabagh, but Armenia had not yet recovered from a 1988 earthquake. 
The country scarcely produces any energy resources and, because of the 
blockade by surrounding countries, is unable to import any fuel. No domestic 
heating is possible in a climate with winter temperatures down to -25°C. 
Transport is very limited and industry is paralysed. 


Blyth explained medical supplies are most urgently needed and will be sent to 
hospitals which have almost run out. Blankets, clothing and food will also 
be flown in. This is an expensive form of transport but past efforts to get 
relief in overland have failed. 


The goods will be distributed by the Armenian Orthodox Church under the direct 
supervision of Avedis Hintlian, WCC Consultant for Winter Rescue Operations 
in Armenia. 


Hintlian, appointed in June this year, has drawn up lists of what is required 
following his surveys of Armenia and Nagorno-Karabagh. Hintlian proposes to 
supply Karabagh first, before heavy snowfall, and then other areas. 


The WCC plans to send two plane loads of relief supplies before Christmas with 
a further three in January. However, Nico Keulemans - WCC Executive Secretary 
for Emergency and Rehabilitation, who is co-ordinating the appeal, told EPS 
this would only be possible if sufficient funds came in. He needed US$ 350 000 
immediately and desperately hoped for a generous response to the appeal. 


Meanwhile, following a two-day meeting in Moscow (17-18 November), 
representatives of the Muslim community in Azerbaijan and the Armenian 
Orthodox Church have called for an immediate end to the fighting in the 
region. 


The Moscow meeting, held at the invitation of Patriarch Alexei II of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, continues efforts by Muslims and Christians to end 
the conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia. These efforts began with the 
signing of a joint communique by Sheikh ul-Islam Pashazadeh and His Holiness 
Vasken I in a meeting convened by the WCC in Montreux, Switzerland in February 
SRS chat 


In Moscow, Archbishop Tiran Kjuregian represented Catholicos Vasken who is 
rt a The delegation leaders declared violence a sin and condemned "burnt 
earth" tactics, the inhumane treatment of prisoners and the taking of 
hostages. 


Calling for a peaceful solution to the conflict, the religious leaders called 
for armed forces to be withdrawn from all occupied territories and for the 
release of all prisoners and hostages. They also said economic embargoes must 
be lifted. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.64 
Ecumenical bodies seek to revive peace process in Guatemala 


WASHINGTON, DC (EPS) - An attempt to revive the peace process in Guatemala 
brought representatives of the liberation movement URNG (Guatemalan National 
Revolutionary Union), civil society in the country and diplomatic observers 
here in an historic first encounter from 15-19 November. The meeting, 
initiated by the Lutheran World Federation, was co-sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches, US National Council of Churches and Latin American 
Council of Churches (CLAI). 


The government of Guatemala declined to attend the meeting, saying it was 
inappropriate to duplicate the national peace process, confer legitimacy on 
"an armed insurgent group" and involve foreign bodies in Guatemala’s internal 
affairs. But LWF general secretary Gunnar Staalsett, who went to Guatemala 
before the meeting to see President Ramiro De Le6én, members of his newly 
installed government, military leaders and leaders of Protestant and Roman 
Catholic churches, said he was nevertheless hopeful that De Ledén, the 
country’s former human rights ombudsman, "may now be in a position to give 
priority to the peace process". 


The currently stalled peace negotiations were inaugurated at LWF-organized 
talks in Norway in 1990. The URNG has rejected as a step backwards a recent 
peace plan put forward by the De Leén government, saying it represents 
hardline army demands. 


An ecumenical declaration drafted at the meeting warned that the conflict will 
find no lasting solution without the participation of the indigenous Mayan 
peoples. It urged the government to return immediately to the process of 
peace negotiations on the basis of the Oslo Accords, beginning with signature 
of an already-drafted agreement on minimum human rights guarantees. Affirming 
that a solution to the country’s crisis requires agreement based on "the 
widest national consensus", the declaration called for participation of all 
sectors of civil society. The latest peace plan stipulates separate URNG- 
government technical negotiations in Mexico on ending hostilities while civic 
sectors meet in Guatemala to discuss national problems. Agreement "cannot be 
the result of negotiations behind the back of the people", the declaration 
insisted. 


It also appealed to the government to "recognize and strengthen the role of 
the UN" and to meet as soon as possible with the URNG under UN auspices to set 
up conditions to get the peace process back on track. Countries which have 
backed the process (Colombia, Mexico, Spain, Venezuela, Norway and the US) 
were asked to intensify their support. Diplomats from the "Group of Friends 
of the Peace Process", along with representatives of the European Community 
and of the papal nunciature in Guatemala, attended the meeting as observers. 


For Staalsett, the Washington meeting was particularly helpful for its spirit 
of open, positive dialogue which recognized what has already been achieved in 
the process. The possibility for many civic groups to meet for the first time 
with URNG leaders and diplomats from friendly nations has helped to boost 
their confidence in their ability to participate in the peace process, 
Staalsett added. The URNG was represented in Washington by four leaders: 
Gaspar Ilom, Luis Bekker Guzman, Carlos Gonzalez and Rolando Moran. 
Guatemalan civil society was represented by delegates from groups of trade 
unions, universities, widows, journalists, Maya Indian and human rights 
advocates, and by representatives of the Evangelical Council of Churches and 
the Roman Catholic Church. 


The WCC was represented by former president Lois Wilson from Canada and Marta 
Palma, executive secretary for Latin America and the Caribbean in the 
Programme Unit on Sharing and Service. Representing CLAI were general 
secretary Felipe Adolf and president Bishop Federico Pagura; representing the 
US NCC was Latin America and Caribbean Office director Oscar Bolioli. 
Coordinating the participation of the four councils was former WCC 
international affairs office staff member Leopoldo Niilus. A special guest at 
the meeting was Nobel Peace Prize laureate Rigoberta Menchu, who shared her 
conviction that Guatemala’s internal conflict merits the same international 
attention as the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.65 
wcc, Latin American "free evangelicals" discuss relations 


QUITO, Ecuador (EPS)--Some thirty persons from a dozen Latin American 
countries met with representatives of staff and governing bodies of the World 
Council of Churches here (15-20 November) for a consultation on relations 
between the Council and "free evangelical" churches in Latin America. 


The consultation was part of an ongoing attempt by the WCC Office on Church 
and Ecumenical Relations to broaden contacts with constituencies having little 
or no involvement with the ecumenical movement as represented by the WCC. 
Similar meetings are planned in other regions; and André Karamaga of the All- 
Africa Conference of Churches took part in the Quito consultation. 


Latin American Protestants, a minority of Christians in all countries of the 


region, are sometimes classified into three groups: "historic churches" 
(including Anglicans, Lutherans, Methodists and some Presbyterians) who are 
WCC members; "free evangelical" churches (not WCC members); and Pentecostal 


churches. Those invited here were from the second group; a consultation with 
representatives of the growing Pentecostal churches who make up the majority 
of Latin American Protestants is planned for 1994. 


The purpose of the Quito meeting, according to Huibert van Beek, WCC executive 
secretary for church and ecumenical relations, was for participants from both 
Sides "to listen, to learn and to formulate some areas for further dialogue". 
Following an introduction to the work of the WCC on the first day, a major 
portion of time was spent in country-by-country accounts by Latin American 
participants of the situation of their own churches. 


Without exception, they portrayed the life of their churches against the 
backdrop of grave economic difficulties in their countries, mostly due to neo- 
liberal economic policies and privatization, which concentrate wealth ina few 
hands, foster corruption and widen the gap between rich and _ poor. 
Participants from Cuba spoke of hardships endured by people there as a result 
of the US blockade against the country. 


Many participants confirmed that disagreements and divisions continue to 
hamper Protestant witness in Latin America; and some welcomed the meeting as 
also providing an opportunity for encounter and dialogue among Latin American 
free evangelical church representatives themselves. In Ecuador, for example, 
said one participant, latest figures show that as much as 11 per cent of the 
population may be Protestant; but only about 1 per cent of the Protestants are 
brought together in the country’s Protestant Confraternity. Complicating the 
ecumenical situation in many countries are sometimes tense relations between 
churches and the mission agencies (mostly North American) to which they trace 
their origins. 


A common theme from all the Latin American participants was the difficulty 
created by their minority status in countries whose heritage is overwhelmingly 
Roman Catholic. Appreciation expressed for the ecumenical openness and social 
commitment of a few Catholic bishops was counterbalanced by reports of 
harassment and persecution of Protestants locally and a lack of ecumenical 
awareness or commitment, as well as reaffirmation of doctrines Protestants 
find biblically unacceptable, by the Roman Catholic hierarchy in general. 


Besides describing their own church situations, participants had more general 
discussions of their understanding of the church, mission and Christian social 
action. Daily Bible studies were led by WCC Central Committee vice-moderator 
and Argentine Methodist pastor Nélida Ritchie. Participants spent one day at 
the continental headquarters of the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI). 


During a concluding evaluation session, participants from all parts of the 
continent unanimously voiced appreciation for the meeting and said they hoped 
the dialogue would be maintained and supported by both the WCC and CLAI. CLAI 
deputy general secretary Rolando Soto described the meeting as "an experience 
of healing". He said he hoped that, despite difficulties in "evangelical- 
ecumenical" relations in Latin America, the conversation begun in Quito would 
continue, drawing in new participants and going more deeply into issues of 
common concern and continuing differences. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.66 
N.B. Embargo: 12.00 GMT Monday, 6 December 1993 


WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism: final grants announced 


GENEVA (EPS)--Details of the allocations of the final US$ 132 000 of this 
year’s grants from the Special Fund to Combat Racism, to groups in South 
Africa, Germany and USA, have been announced by the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) . In all, this year’s grants from the Fund total USS 360 000. 


In November, details of grants to 28 groups were announced (EPS 93.11.01). The 
latest figures represent specific grants delegated for decision to the wcc 
general secretary in consultation with the Executive Committee officers. 


SOUTH AFRICA: 


The US$ 100 000 allocated to South Africa in support of the process towards 
democracy has been equally divided between four organizations, three of them 
women’s groups. 


The Women’s Development Foundation will use its grant for a Voter Education 
project among women. 


The South African Council of World Affiliated Young Women Christian 
Association aims to reach more women in regions with high numbers of potential 
women voters. They also intend to train women monitors. 


The Christian Women’s Movement requested help for its Voter Education 
Workshops with very remote rural locations as the target areas. 


The Institute for Contextual Theology will use its grant for an Education for 
Democracy Programme which is already one year old. The Programme goes further 
than voter education and will continue after the April 1994 elections. 


GERMANY : 


Al-Dar, Arabischer Frauenverein (Arab Women’s Association) receives USS 5000 
which it will use to fund a video on the situation of Arab women in Germany. 


Afrikanische Okumenische Gemeinde (African Ecumenical Society/Community) works 
with German congregations towards the acceptance of foreigners, especially 
Africans, and runs various practical projects. It receives US$ 5000 for its 
work among the elderly, women and the children of asylum seekers. 


Initiative Schwarze (Initiative Black Germans) will use its US$ 7000 grant to 
strengthen its work in the psychological field. Because of the covert and 
overt forms of racism with which they all grew up, many black Germans have 
mental health problems. 


UNITED STATES: 


US$ 15 000 has been allocated following the Gang Summit held after the Los 
Angeles riots. Barrios Unidos (United Barrios) will receive US$ 7500 towards 
it Violence Prevention Programme. This involves working with youth at risk 
and developing cultural pride. Barrios Unidos has earned a reputation for 
being one of the most effective community-based organizations addressing youth 
gang violence. 


The final grant of US$ 7500 goes to Common Ground, a grassroots organization 
working with current and former gang members. Since 1985, when it began, 
Common Ground has retrieved and re-enrolled in school, 17 000 young people who 
live in South Central Los Angeles. Common Ground will use its grant for a 
Leadership Cultivation Project. 


Further details on individual grants are available on request to EPS. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.67 
Christians, Muslims discuss religion, law and society 


NYON, Switzerland (EPS) --Human rights, secularization, legal pluralism and the 
role of religious institutions and leaders were among topics addressed by 
eighteen Christian and Muslim academics and theologians at an early-November 
colloquium convened by the WCC’s Office on Interreligious Relations. The 
discussion of "religion, law and society" - by participants from India, 
Pakistan, Libya, Sudan, Nigeria, Lebanon, Jordan, Europe and North America - 
followed up an earlier meeting on the same topic last December. 


Tarek Mitri, WCC executive secretary for interreligious relations, said some 
participants stayed on after the meeting to explore creation of a Muslim- 
Christian forum to study, monitor and advocate individual and community human 
rights. Between now and a third planned meeting on religion, law and society 
next year, they suggested, there should be study in the various constituencies 
of the theological, legal and social-political facets of human rights in order 
to determine how a Christian-Muslim approach might differ from a secular one. 


The meeting itself affirmed that while "human dignity, equality and freedom" 
are upheld by both Islam and Christianity, "our religions are being misused 
in exacerbating conflicts or legitimating oppression". The challenge for 
believers of both faiths, they said, is to act "jointly and together with 
others" to ensure justice, defend human dignity "independently of special 
interests or cultural and political power centres" and balance individual and 
community rights. 


Participants agreed that although often identified as a Western phenomenon, 
secularization has extended beyond Europe. They asked whether Muslim 
resistance to secularism as an ideology entails resistance to secularization 
aS a process, and how "creative interaction" between "the processes of this 
world" and "the fundamental resources of belief" could be made possible, so 
that Christian and Muslim believers might "exert a legitimate influence in the 
political domain". 


The group noted that legal pluralism remains an area of controversy. The 
nation-state model, rejected in many ways among Muslim communities, implies 
a common legal system, while the model derived from Islamic law (shari’a) 
allows for legal pluralism. Could pluralism be safeguarded without a system 
of shared values?, they asked. Can both faiths find expression in legal 
concepts and structures that bind society together rather than split it apart? 


With respect to religious institutions and leaders, the group recognized that 
some serve and others challenge prevailing cultural and political power 
systems. How, they asked, can these institutions free themselves "to impart 
a universal perspective on contemporary issues"? How can clergy be trained 
to use "the best of both traditional religions, learning and the achievements 
of the natural and social sciences"? [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.68 
Raiser urges negotiated settlement of Sri Lanka violence 


GENEVA (EPS)--WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser wrote (17 November) to 
President Wijetunge of Sri Lanka expressing condolences to the bereaved and 
all those who suffered following the attack by LTTE (Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam) troops on the army base at Pooneryn in the Jaffna peninsula. 
Referring to the reprisals being carried out in Jaffna and which are causing 
further heavy loss of life, particularly among the civilian population, Raiser 
urges the Sri Lankan president to "break this spiral of violence, and seek a 
solution which does not rely on military force". 


Raiser told Wijetunge that the WCC could not agree with his recent statement 
that the Sri Lankan problem is not an ethnic but a terrorist one, adding that 
the WCC had consistently maintained that "there can be no way forward in 
solving the questions relating to the Tamil population of the North and East 
without a peaceful, negotiated settlement". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.69 
WCC voices concern over elections in Equatorial Guinea 


GENEVA (EPS)--Before elections held in Equatorial Guinea 21 November, the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) said it doubted the poll would be free and 
faire 


The fears were contained in a 19 November letter to Obiang Masogo Nguema, 
President of Equatorial Guinea, from Dwain Epps, Director of the WCC’s 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


Epps told Nguema acts of intimidation, a curfew applied to party leaders and 
the creation of a climate of fear violated the right of every citizen in the 
republic to political participation. 


Epps urged the president to act immediately to ensure the safety of candidates 
and members of political parties and movements. If this was not done, Epps 
added, "the international community will be obliged to deny legitimacy to the 
elections". 


Reports after election day indicate the main opposition parties boycotted the 
poll but as EPS went to press no official announcement of the result had been 
given. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.70 
Ecumenical World AIDS Day liturgy prepared for Asian churches 


HONG KONG (EPS)--Member churches of the Christian Conference of Asia can 
observe World AIDS Day on Sunday 5 December using a liturgy prepared at a CCA 
workshop which includes an Act of Understanding and Acceptance in which two 
people, one of whom has HIV, together express their need for love, healing, 
and for each other. As the two anoint each other and eat together at a 
banquet table, a third voice comments: "They were both dying, in different 
ways. But now instead of death, they are reborn, deep in the core of their 
being. By meeting with God in their healing space, they have healed 
themselves..." 


The liturgy’s creators suggest that "AIDS in our global communities calls 
desperately for a healing space". The time has come "to be truly honest with 
ourselves, to talk and share our concerns... about topics which confront and 
challenge a including "sexuality, life, death, prostitution, 
marginalization, social, political and religious disempowerment". These 
topics, it says, "have been thrust into the foreground through the human 
reality of AIDS". 


Appealing for greater courage in dealing with denial, discrimination, 
alienation - "the real issues behind this pandemic" - the liturgy’s authors 
stress the need for vulnerability, openness and honesty, acceptance and 
hospitality, love and "our own integrity". 


Published with financial assistance from the WCC and the German Medical 
Mission, the liturgy was distributed to all CCA member churches with an 
accompanying letter asking them to "work to accept and care for people living 
with HIV/AIDS". Several churches, including the United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines and the national council of churches are organizing special 
activities around World AIDS Day. 


HIV/AIDS will also be the subject of a plenary session at January’s meeting 
of the WCC Central Committee in South Africa. WCC executive secretary for 
health and healing Erlinda Senturias says she hopes the committee will propose 
"relevant actions to meet the challenge of the AIDS pandemic as it spreads and 
intensifies in already affected areas and emerges in areas previously spared". 
Emphasizing the primary health care approach, in which health is seen as 
related to economic, political, social and cultural conditions, Senturias says 
"people living with HIV should be allowed to work and income-generating 
activities should be supported". [EPS] 


Bes Yo ereers 
US: evangelicals reaffirm "Chicago Declaration" 


CHICAGO (EPS)--The "Chicago Declaration" - a groundbreaking 1973 call for 
social, political and economic engagement by evangelical Christians in North 
America - was renewed and reaffirmed here in mid-November. Among more than 
400 participants ina gathering marking the declaration’s 20th anniversary was 
Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, WCC executive secretary for economy, environment 
and sustainable society, one of some forty signers of the 1973 declaration. 


Granberg-Michaelson noted that the 1973 declaration "focussed evangelical 
voices calling for committed engagement in the social, political and economic 
issues of that time" and led to formation of a group called Evangelicals for 
Social Action. Two decades later, this group felt the time had come "to 
revisit these concerns". Most leaders of "the progressive, social action wing 
of US evangelicalism" were present for the second Chicago meeting, Granberg- 
Michaelson said. They were offered a wide choice of seminars on subjects 
ranging from "Spirituality and Social Transformation: An Hispanic Pentecostal 
Perspective" to "Real Family Values: A Biblical Feminist Perspective". 


Granberg-Michaelson described a "Chicago Declaration II" drafted at the 
meeting as a call for evangelical renewal. It begins with a litany 
counterpoising sorrow with hope. Sorrowing for "those who do not know and 
confess Jesus Christ", participants "dream of a missionary church that, by its 
witness and love, draws people into a living relationship with our Lord". 
Faced with persistent racism, they dream of churches "uniting believers from 
every nation, tribe and tongue". Amidst "growing disparity between the rich 
and the poor" they dream of churches working for justice "that addresses the 
causes and symptoms of poverty"; amidst "escalating violence", of "churches 
as faith communities modelling loving ways of resolving conflict". 


The litany of tears - for broken relationships, spiritual emptiness and 
alienation, the destruction of God’s creation - continues. For each sorrow, 
the group has a corresponding vision of hope - of churches that protect, 


foster and nourish relationships, restore personal and community identity, 
care for creation. The declaration then moves to commitment "to sacrificial 
and loving engagement with God, with all other Christians and with a needy 
world". Participants say they are ready to "risk discomfort and conflict as 
we live our dreams". They express their repentance for "our complacency, our 
reliance on technique and our complicity with the evils of the status quo" and 
repudiate "the idolatries of nation and economic system... obsession with 
power, possessions, self-fulfilment, security". 


The declaration concludes by saying that the 1973 call for evangelical social 
engagement still stands. "We are thankful that more social engagement is 
emerging, yet tragically it has frequently divided us along ideological lines. 
Too often recent evangelical political engagement has been uncivil and 
polarizing, has demonized opponents and lacked careful analysis and biblical 
integrity. Faithfulness to the full authority of the Scriptures transcends 
traditional categories of left and right. 


"The gospel is not divided - it embraces both the call to conversion and the 
summons to justice. Obedience to Jesus’ teaching and example demands 
congregations that integrate prayer, worship, evangelism and_ social 
transformation." Granberg-Michaelson pointed out that the text "rejects the 
pattern of right-wing political activism which has emerged in evangelical 
circles in the past two decades. Its content and signers demonstrate that 
televangelists and right-wing evangelical politicians have no monopoly on the 
political and social interpretations of the gospel." Its only weakness, he 
Says, may be that it fails to point sufficiently to "global realities which 
must affect the witness of North American evangelicals". 


He predicted that the new declaration would receive significant attention in 
the US religious press and some attention by the secular press as well. From 
an ecumenical perspective, he suggested that "the event underscored the 
urgency of thinking freshly and creatively about future ecumenical 
relationships and structures that build a viable koinonia which intrinsically 
includes such evangelicals in common fellowship and witness." [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.72 
Eastern, Oriental Orthodox take steps towards communion 


CHAMBESY, Switzerland (EPS) --At an early-November colloquium at the Orthodox 
Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate here, theologians and hierarchs from 
Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox churches took further steps towards 
ending a split of more than 1500 years between the two families of churches. 


Communion between the two church families was broken after the Council of 
Chalcedon (A.D. 451). Orthodox churches in Armenia, Egypt, Ethiopia, India 
and Syria - the Oriental Orthodox - did not accept its dogmatic formulations 
of the divine and human natures of Christ. 


In 1989, after several years of discussions between Eastern and Oriental 
Orthodox theologians encouraged by the World Council of Churches, members of 
a joint commission declared at a meeting in the Egyptian monastery of Anba 
Bishoy that they had come to mutual agreement "not limited to Christology" but 
encompassing "the whole faith of the one undivided church of the early 
centuries". That agreement was confirmed the next year at a meeting in 
Chambésy where the commission recommended that both families put an end to 
their theological disputes and doctrinal separations by lifting all past 
anathemas and mutual condemnations against each other’s councils and fathers. 


At the latest meeting the commission strongly affirmed that "both families 
have always loyally maintained the same authentic Orthodox christological 
doctrine and the unbroken continuity of the apostolic tradition". They agreed 
that lifting anathemas and mutual condemnations implies "immediate" 
restoration of full communion. 


In setting forth the "necessary ecclesiastical procedures for the restoration 
of full communion", commission members suggested that matters related to 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction be "left to local churches to arrange according 
to common canonical principles". 


Other practical proposals included creation of a joint committee to examine 
the liturgical implications of restored communion, including concelebration 
and the need for a common list of names of church leaders for liturgical 
intercessions, and a joint theological committee to produce "appropriate 
literature explaining our common understanding of the faith, which has led us 
to overcome the divisions of the past". 


Participating in the meeting were thirty representatives of the two families 
of Orthodox churches from Africa (Egypt and Ethiopia), Europe (Albania, 
Austria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Finland, Greece, Poland, Romania, Russia, 
Switzerland, the United Kingdom), the Middle East (Lebanon and Syria), India 
and the US. [EPS] 


EPS, 93 ..11...73 
South African elections: call for all to take part 


DURBAN (EPS) --Church leaders in Natal, South Africa, have urged all political 
parties to take part in the country’s first non-racial elections scheduled for 
April 1994, in order to ensure all people can exercise their right to vote for 
whom they wish. 


The call came in a 24 November statement from the Natal Church Leaders’ Group 
(NCLG) which represents Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman 
Catholic and United Congregational churches. 


In their statement, the NCLG said the decisions reached in the multi-party 
negotiating council were not perfect but provided a framework for the 
forthcoming elections. 


The NCLG also promised to provide voter education programmes in the run up to 
the elections and urged church members to become monitors in order to create 
confidence that the elections would be free, fair and peaceful. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.74 
ECLOF discusses credit unions, Eastern Europe 


GENEVA (EPS) --Relations with credit unions, a review of national committees 
and operations in Eastern Europe were discussed during November’s annual board 
meeting of the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF). The non-profit agency, 
which provides low-interest loans for church and development projects, is 
administratively located within the WCC’s Programme Unit on Sharing and 
Service. 


Discussion of credit unions focussed on implementation of a 1990 ECLOF policy 
statement calling for development of credit and savings as part of its loan 
system in order further to promote self-sufficiency among its borrowers. But 
ECLOF’s role as a non-profit institution outside direct control of monetary 
authorities prevents it from taking deposits or savings from potential 
borrowers at either the international or national level. 


Various alternatives - such as loans to credit unions or to non-governmental 
organizations that operate as such - were discussed. ECLOF director Muhungi 
Kanyoro notes that credit union practice differs from country to country. 
Some, under tight government control, "don’t belong to the people"; others are 
"concerned only with loans and repayment, not what you do with the money". 
For ECLOF as a Christian organization, Kanyoro said, "money is only one aspect 
of the work". Defining a common approach, the board decided to work with 
credit unions only when it is sure beneficiaries really belong to the target 
group of the "economically marginalized". 


Based on a three-year review of the work of the 28 national ECLOF committees, 
the board decided to close some committees while giving others time to 
implement agreed changes. On the "highly contentious" issue of whether to 
extend operations to Eastern Europe, the board decided to create a special 
fund, for which un-earmarked money will be sought, and to retain its freedom 
to decide which countries will receive aid. 


During the meeting board members paid special tribute to past ECLOF president 
Léonard Hench, who joined the board in 1962, served as president from 1966-90 
and then as honorary president until his death earlier this year. [EPS] 


EPS. 93.11.75 
Inter-Orthodox commission meets, discusses self-government 


CHAMBESY, Switzerland (EPS) --The organization and self-government of churches 
of the Orthodox diaspora was the focus of a meeting here (7-13 November) of 
the inter-Orthodox commission charged with preparations for a pan-Orthodox 
council. No date has been set for the council itself; three rounds of 
preconciliar meetings have been held over the past decade. 


The meeting, chaired by Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Ephesus on behalf of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, sought to strengthen consensus among local Orthodox 
churches on the organization of the Orthodox diaspora and obtain consensus on 
autocephaly (autocephalous Orthodox churches elect their own primates and are 
self-governed) and the way in which it is proclaimed. 


Identifying the regions in which episcopal assemblies are to be created, the 
commission formulated provisional procedures for diaspora church organization 
by region. The task of drafting regulations for episcopal assemblies was 
entrusted to the commission secretariat, headed by Metropolitan Damaskinos of 
Switzerland; the draft is to be submitted to the fourth pan-Orthodox 
preconciliar conference. 


The commission outlined a number of procedures relating to the nature of 
autocephaly and its proclamation. The task of finalizing these was referred 
to the next meeting of the preparatory commission, to be held in the coming 
month. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.76 
Bosnia-Herzegovina: Orthodox and Catholics make separate appeals 


MONTENEGRO & ZAGREB (EPS)--Desperate appeals for peace and humanitarian 
assistance in the former Yugoslavia have been made by the Serbian Orthodox 
Church and the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Zagreb, Cardinal Franjo Kuharic. 


An Extraordinary Session of the Holy Council of Bishops of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church, held in Montenegro, Yugoslavia (31 October-3 November), said 
the Serbian nation was experiencing "the hour of the Golgotha crucifixion". 


The bishops sent an impassioned appeal to the United Nations Security Council 
calling for an immediate lifting of economic sanctions against Serbia and 
Montenegro. This isolation, the bishops said, was "unprecedented in history". 
The whole country had been turned "into a large concentration camp" which the 
bishops likened to the collective guilt and punishment they thought had been 
"buried long ago with Hitler and Stalin". 


In a separate statement, the bishops said people were dying defending their 
homes and churches. Children and the elderly had become refugees and the 
disabled, plus the sick and wounded were dying in hospitals and orphanages. 


In appealing to the world to remember the Serbian people, the bishops 
acknowledged their nation "is not without its imperfections and sins". Whilst 
condemning all evil actions, the bishops also claimed "fits of insanity of 
individuals and groups" were mostly the result of self-defence. 


The bishops further appealed to the international community for material help 
and medical aid over the winter months. 


In calling for an end to the war, the bishops stressed politicians should 
"never lose from sight the totality and unity of the Serbian nation". 


Meanwhile, Cardinal Franjo Kuharic, Catholic Archbishop of Zagreb, wrote to 
the UN General Secretary Boutros Boutros Ghali 10 November telling him he was 
the "key" to an end of the killing and suffering of innocent civilians in 
Bosnia. 


Giving details of ways in which the Cardinal claimed Croats in Bosnia were 
suffering, Kuharic said the area was "not a reservation for the world to watch 
death but a test of humanity for all mankind". "There is no way we can give 
up on Bosnia", the Cardinal added. "Bosnia is in every room of every family 
of the Western World". 


Kuharic told the UN Secretary General he was willing to do anything possible 
to help those suffering in Bosnia-Herzegovina "regardless of their 
nationality, religion and beliefs". In turn, Kuharic called on Boutros Ghali 
to act to get humanitarian aid into Bosnia and to send a _ personal 
representative to the Franciscan Hospital in Nova Bila. The hospital had no 
food, drugs or medical equipment and 10 doctors were doing the work of 170, 
often performing operations without anaesthetic. [EPS] 


BPS. 93 «dass 
Some Orthodox in Montenegro break with Serbian church 


CETINJE (EPS)--The Orthodox Press Service (SYNDESMOS-OPS) reports that in 
Montenegro, which together with Serbia makes up what is left of the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia, part of the Orthodox Church has broken away from the 
Serbian Orthodox Church and elected a new patriarch. 


The new patriarch is Antonije Abramovic, a Montenegrin who has been living in 
Canada for more than 40 years. He was appointed 31 October at a meeting in 
the Montenegrin capital, Cetinje. SYNDESMOS-OPS says Antonije has not been 
recognized by any other Orthodox church and Montenegro remains part of the 
canonical territory of the Serbian Orthodox Church. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.78 
Allegations of religious harassment in Bulgaria 


SOFIA AND GENEVA (EPS)--Religious harassment is increasing in Bulgaria 
according to the European Baptist Press Service (EBPS, 17 November). 


EBPS says churches have had difficulty in obtaining permits for new buildings 
and there have been other constraints to religious freedom. Some churches 
have suddenly been evicted from rented space in public buildings. 


The impetus for the new crackdown, according to EBPS, is presumed to have come 
from some parts of the Orthodox Church which is uncomfortable with the 
religious freedom in Bulgaria which followed the fall of Communism. 


EBPS says the Orthodox Church, as well as some members of Parliament are 
"definitely involved" in the campaign. EBPS further claims Baptists, 
Methodists, Pentecostals and others are finding it increasingly difficult to 
function. 


As evidence of the hostile campaign, EBPS quotes critical newspaper articles 
in which it says mainline evangelical and Protestant churches have been lumped 
together with "sects" - new religious movements which entered Bulgaria after 
1990. EBPS claims officials cannot tell the difference between sects and long 
established Christian denominations. The agency also claims there have been 
open appeals in some towns to use violence against evangelical pastors which, 
in a few cases, have been carried out. 


EPS asked Bulgarian Orthodox church historian Todor Sabev, Consultant on 
Orthodox Issues for the World Council of Churches (WCC), and a former WCC 
deputy general secretary, to comment on these allegations. 


Sabev said the details contained in the reports were likely to be true but had 
to be seen against the complex background of church and state life in Bulgaria 
today. 


Sabev explained the Orthodox church in Bulgaria is sometimes suspicious of 
other denominations or churches for a number of reasons. One is that 
Orthodoxy tends to think of itself as the one true church. Also, in Bulgaria, 
people are, in the main, ignorant of the history of traditional Protestant 
churches and thus tend not to distinguish them from sects and new religious 
groups. 


Sabev, however, also stressed ecumenical cooperation does take place in 
Bulgaria. He cited the existence of the Bible Society which includes both 
Orthodox and Protestant churches. The Bible Society is currently working on 
the production of a Bible acceptable to all churches in the country. 


On the question of legislation which is being drawn up to regulate church 
life, Sabev pointed out three years ago the WCC provided information to 
Bulgaria about how churches in other countries are dealt with 
constitutionally. None of this information, however, had yet been used by the 
Bulgarian authorities. 


Now, various individuals were involved in bringing pressure to bear upon the 
legislation process and some of this pressure is, again for complex reasons, 
hostile to both Protestant churches and even the Orthodox church itself, in 
which there are currently divisions. 


Sabev said he hoped discussions would take place in Bulgaria very soon between 
representatives of ecumenical organizations and the local churches. The 
conversation would deal both with the splits within the Orthodox Church and 
the need for ecumenical cooperation and common witness in the country. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.79 
Minority churches in Poland feel "pushed aside" 


WARSAW (EPS) --Poland’s minority churches feel they are treated as second class 
citizens and pushed aside. Bishop Jan Szarek, president of the Polish 
Ecumenical Council, made the comment to Jean Fischer, general secretary of the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC) during Fischer’s recent visit to Poland 
(4-9 November) 


The visit came in response to the new situations the CEC member churches face 
in Poland. One major concern is church-state relations. 


Szarek gave Fischer details of the Polish Ecumenical Council’s August meeting 
with former prime minister Hanna Suchocka. This was held against the 
background of the Polish-Vatican Concordat signed 28 July 1993. 


Szarek had told Suchocka the churches he represented felt marginalised with 
a different set of standards applying to them. In particular, the minority 
churches wanted the same rights as the Roman Catholic Church. However, the 
Concordat contained no statement similar to the one in the Italian Concordat 
of 1984 which says, "All denominations are equal before the law". 


Certain assurances had been given by the former prime minister to Szarek but 
CEC says now that a new parliament and government is in office negotiations 
about minority church status will have to be pursued actively. 


Szarek repeated to Fischer what he told Suchocka, viz. the problem stems from 
individual politicians, including members of the government, "and ever more 
often the representatives of the Roman Catholic Church". 


Fischer told the Ecumenical Council CEC would monitor the situation to ensure 
new legislation, particularly where it affects religious freedom and 
church/state relations, is in accordance with the agreements of the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe signed by 51 governments in Europe. 


During his visit, Fischer also held talks with Cardinal Glemp, Head of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Poland. Among other topics, they discussed 
ecumenical cooperation in Europe as well as in Poland but no details of the 
conversation were given. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.80 
New Caledonia: Protestant leaders alarmed over immigration 


NOUMEA, New Caledonia (EPS) --Protestant leaders here have expressed alarm over 
what they call a "massive immigration" threatening the "fragile social, 
cultural, economic and political equilibrium of our country". Ina 29 October 
letter to the French authorities, the synod of the Evangelical Church in New 
Caledonia and the Loyalty Isles warned that a recent wave of immigration is 
threatening the Matignon-Oudinot agreement, which sets forth steps towards 
independence for this French Overseas Territory in the South Pacific. 


The Matignon-Oudinot agreement established an equitable distribution of power 
and resources among New Caledonia’s indigenous Kanak people (now a minority 
in their own land), the Caldoches (descendants of earlier French colonial 
settlers) and more recent immigrants. 


Unemployment in France is pushing large numbers of expatriates to leave Europe 
in search of a better life in the South Pacific, the letter suggested, noting 
that authorities are also admitting more immigrants from Asian countries. Yet 
there are not enough jobs to go around in New Caledonia, and those who suffer 
most from growing unemployment are young Kanaks. 


The synod urged the authorities to take "strict and impartial" measures EG 
curtail immigration and guarantee a viable future, including training and 
employment, for "the Territory’s children". [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.81 
US Catholic bishops discuss liturgy, foreign policy, sexual abuse 


WASHINGTON, DC (EPS) --Liturgy, foreign policy and sexual abuse by clergy were 
among the most discussed issues at the annual meeting of US Catholic bishops 
here in November. 


After long debate the conference postponed final action on a new English 
translation of the prayers used in Sunday morning church services and an 
independently produced translation of the Psalms. The former is to be 
examined further for possible doctrinal deviations; the latter, said by some 
to be "ideologically driven" by feminists and other non-traditional Catholics, 
will be subject to approval by postal ballot. 


A statement approved by the bishops - "The Harvest of Justice is Sown in 
Peace" - calls for an active US foreign policy aimed at peacemaking, nuclear 
disarmament and human rights, warns against isolationism and embraces a just 
war theory. But amendments proposed by auxiliary bishop Thomas Gumbleton of 
Detroit to judge US military actions in Panama and Iraq according to just-war 
criteria were turned down on the ground that the drafting committee had 
decided not to address past issues. 


Discussion of the sensitive issue of sexual abuse by priests came in the 
context of highly publicized recent accusations against one of the country’s 
most prominent Catholic leaders, Joseph Bernardin, cardinal archbishop of 
Chicago. Bishops gave Bernardin, who was present at the meeting, a minute- 
long standing ovation to express their confidence in his innocence. They 
agreed to ask the Vatican for changes in US church law that would make it 
easier for a bishop to bring charges against and ultimately dismiss a priest 
found guilty of molesting children. 


In other actions the bishops adopted a statement on the family urging men to 
play a more active role in homemaking, condemned the current anti-immigrant 
mood in the US, agreed to revamp their basic anti-abortion statement and 
encouraged social justice activities by local parishes. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.82 
Vatican plans to transfer bishop provoke protest in Latin America 


SAN CRISTOBAL, Mexico (EPS)--Reports of Vatican plans to transfer Bishop 
Samuel Ruiz Garcia from his post here touched off a wave of protests in Mexico 
and around Latin America. The long-time champion of the rights of the poor, 
politically marginalized and exploited indigenous people in the southern 
Mexican state of Chiapas, along the border with Guatemala, is accused of 
emphasizing the gospel’s social dimension over and above its religious and 
spiritual message. 


A signed petition from 20 000 indigenous peasants asked the pope not to move 
Ruiz. Many Mexican Catholic clergy have also spoken out in his favour, though 
members of the hierarchy took a more cautious line emphasizing papal 
authority. Also addressing personal pleas to the pope on behalf of "the 
bishop of the Indians" were Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Arns of Sao Paulo, Bishop 
Pedro Casaldaliga of the Brazilian Roman Catholic Land Commission (himself 
under attack for defence of the rights of indigenous peoples), Peruvian 
theologian Gustavo Gutierrez and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Rigoberta Menchu. 


Recalling that 1993 is the UN Year of Indigenous People, Menchu noted the 
apparent contradiction between the decision to remove Ruiz and the pope’s 
concern for Latin America’s indigenous people. Vicar-General Gonzalo Ituarte 
Verduzco of Chiapas asked why Ruiz was being removed for putting into practice 
the church’s preferential option for the poor. 


Many Mexicans believe former Chiapas governor Patrocinio Gonzalez Garrido is 
behind attempts to have Ruiz removed. The bishop’s spirited defence of 
indigenous people’s rights over the years has often brought him into conflict 
with government authorities. Ruiz himself said he would defend his cause at 
the next ad limina visit of Latin American bishops to Rome. [EPS] 


EPS. 93.11.83 
Former Nicaraguan education minister visits ecumenical centre 


GENEVA (EPS) --A former Jesuit priest who later served as minister of education 
in the Sandinista government in Nicaragua visited the Ecumenical Centre in 
late October. 


Fernando Cardenal said he had feared that the impressive achievements in 
public education of the Sandinista revolution would be dismantled when they 
were voted out of office in 1990. So, adopting a strategy used by several 
other former government officials, he created a private foundation, the 
Nicaraguan Institute of Popular Research and Education, to carry on 
educational tasks abandoned by the new government. 


Cardenal distinguished education from training. The latter conveys skills and 
know-how, while education provides ethical and moral guidelines for teaching 
people "how to be". Education in this sense, he suggested, is often neglected 
by those designing development programmes for poor rural communities. As an 
illustration, he used the example of a study by his institute of the 
feasibility of setting up a fishing and tourism cooperative in a small rural 
community. Although the study projected probable success, the institute 
decided, in considering the difficulties sudden success was likely to bring 
to the community, to recommend beginning with smaller income-generating 
activities to prepare the community for bigger things to come. 


Asked what remains of the educational achievements of the Sandinista 
revolution, notably in adult literacy and providing free primary education in 
poor urban and rural areas where it had never before existed, Cardenal said 
Nicaraguans have retained a "high level of awareness and ability to organize, 
their spirit of dignity, autonomy and resistance". Such qualities are seen, 
he said, not only in the firmness with which striking workers demand justice, 
but also in the fact that so far protests in Nicaragua, unlike other Latin 
American countries, "have never gotten out of hand". 


Under centralized Sandinista structures, popular organizations such as trade 
unions, students’ and women’s movements had shared the government’s philosophy 
and goals; but since they had a large degree of autonomy, they were able to 
continue operating after the electoral defeat, Cardenal said. Cardenal said 
he detected more interest in Nicaragua the last time he visited the Ecumenical 
Centre in 1990. Today, he said, international reporting from his country 
focuses mainly on conflict, chaos and escalating poverty. "Not all is chaos," 
he insisted. "There is also a popular strength that will not allow itself to 
be imposed on." [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.84 
Paraguay: families fight to save neighbourhood, ask church help 


ASUNCION, Paraguay (EPS)--Six hundred families in the middle of Paraguay’s 
capital city have asked the emergency aid committee of the Protestant churches 
(CIPAE) to help them save their neighbourhood, threatened by plans to build 
an arterial road across the city. 


Argentine Methodist journalist Dafne Plou says the neighbourhood in question, 
Santa Catalina, dates back to the turn of the century. People from the 
countryside built homes on what was then the outskirts of the city but never 
obtained title to the land. While Asuncion has grown up around it, Santa 
Catalina, with its poor but neat houses and winding streets, has remained a 
kind of village, where residents still speak the dialect of the original 
settlers and traditional community organization is strong. 


When surveyors marked out the new roadway, much of it through the middle of 
houses and shops, residents tore out the markers and made a huge bonfire of 
them, forcing municipal authorities to open negotiations; CIPAE, a veteran of 
the struggle against the regime of former dictator General Alfredo Stroessner, 
is providing legal advice in the families’ campaign. CIPAE has long been 
involved in defending rural and urban community land rights in Paraguay, 
working closely with the country’s Catholic dioceses and, in areas bordering 
Brazil, with the land commission of the Brazilian bishops conference. [EPS] 


EPS 93.11.85 
LWF launches major new study on worship and culture 


CARTIGNY, Switzerland (EPS)--The Lutheran World Federation launched a major 
new study on worship and culture with a consultation here in late October, 
attended by 22 people from 16 countries, including representatives from the 
Roman Catholic and Anglican churches and the WCC. 


After looking at the Jewish culture out of which Christianity emerged, the 
group went on to consider how the early church had adapted its worship in the 
Graeco-Roman and Franco-Germanic cultures in which it continued to grow. It 
also examined the relationship between worship and culture at the time of the 
Reformation. 


Suggesting that worship needs not only to be "contextualized" but also "trans- 
cultural" and "counter-cultural", LWF study secretary for worship and 
congregational life Anita Stauffer identified some of the tensions that may 
be present in the encounter between worship and culture: authentic vs. 
relevant, Lutheran vs. Catholic, local vs. global, christocentric vs. 
anthropocentric. 


The worshipping community which is "able to receive and use important elements 
of the culture... while at the same time critically shaping these elements so 
that they may bear witness to the gospel of Christ who transcends and 
transforms all cultures" is one helpful model, the study team said. 


The team will meet in Hong Kong in March to focus on contemporary aspects of 
the worship-culture relationship. The study will then shift to a regional 
phase designed to enable LWF member churches to identify and explore in depth 
the relationships between their own cultures and Christian worship. [EPS] 


EPS-93--Li285 
Ecuview: Knowing God without insisting on a monopoly (Hans Ucko) 


This is an edited version of a paper presented by Hans Ucko, Executive 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches Office on Inter-religious 
Relations. It was delivered in Geneva 24 November at a Colloquium on Science, 
Faith and Human Rights organized by the French-based Institut Communications 
Sciences et Foi. 


It seems as if the claim on monopoly easily becomes a companion of religious 
people. Religious language is more than often liable to insist on a monopoly 
on God, the Eternal, the Absolute, the Truth, the Way, the Ultimate or 
whatever name is given to the letters G O D. It is not uncommon that 
religious people insist on having a monopoly on God in spite of the very names 
they give God, names that say that the Ultimate Reality is overwhelming, 
endless, inexhaustible, boundless, infinite, unlimited. 


Claiming monopoly on God is not a laughing matter or an object for ridicule. 
We have throughout church history seen how the absolute language of the Church 
made life difficult for those who were not Christians. Both Jews and Muslims 
remember all too well the days of the ghetto and the days of the crusades. 
And religious monopoly-language is alive and well. Waco, Texas, -and 
Jonestown, Guyana, will remain dismal and terrible memorials of claims for 
religious monopoly on the other side of mainstream Christianity. Other faiths 
also know of a monopoly-language that is a threat to peaceful coexistence and 
fellowship. Religious monopoly-language kindles wars and conflicts. There are 
many political conflicts, where religious language is used to boost the 
conflict. 


Cardinal John Newman is reported to have said: "O how we hate another for the 
love of God". It sounds extremely frank, but there is unfortunately some 
truth in the statement. The claims may differ. There are religious 
traditions which are quite blunt and straightforward: "There is no other way 
than the one we proclaim. There is no other salvation than the one we 
administer". [over] 


knowing God/2 


There are those who say equally forthrightly: "It is the will of God that 
everyone submits to the way we prescribe, because we have inherited the 
truth". There are religious traditions, which may seem willing to allow and 
permit religious plurality, although all the time knowing and holding it in 
front of the other: "In the end they will all see that we have always followed 
the truth and that our way was after all the right one". 


There are parallels between our adoration and the monopolizing of our 
experience of God as the only one valid. Adoration and proclamation need to 
be kept together and never separated from each other. Religious language is 
fitting in prayer, in, bymns,21n. 4; liturgy or inva. jubilant doxology. it Ws 
in fact here that exclusive statements really belong and are not turned into 
a language of monopoly. When our assertions, proclamations, pronouncements 
are lifted up as expressions of our adoration of God and in our worship, and 
become part of a confession to and praise of God, then there is no limit to 
what can be said, sung, prayed or chanted. Everyone will understand that 
these pronouncements and assertions flow from the heart of someone in love 
with God, someone who has been healed, someone who has been saved, someone who 
has been led out of the valley of deep darkness. It is only here that one can 
fully understand the boundlessness and the limitlessness in the relationship 
between God and human beings. 


Wilfred Cantwell Smith, former missionary and professor of comparative history 
of religion at Harvard University, illustrates how differently Christians 
heard his stories from his missionary experience: "In mid-century many of us 
missionaries...returned to the West and reported that from our experience it 
was crystal clear that many Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs, ... richly participate 
in the grace of God and in his bounty... Many Christians at home were hesitant 
to credit the joyous report, so firmly were the old doctrines entrenched and 
so closely was it felt that only by those doctrines could salvation be 
ensured". 


Interreligious dialogue is probably the only alternative to religious 
chauvinism and monopolizing. Through interreligious dialogue we discover the 
other and realize that he or she transmits a religious experience, which is 
strong enough not to be discarded a priori by any facile interpretation of 
what the religion of the other is. We realize that the other also has a 
relation to his or her community and our common environment. We may, through 
interreligious dialogue, discover how we as people of various religious 
traditions find ways of ministering to the world, towards the mending of 
creation. Our world today needs in all its interdependency global answers to 
global threats. There is no particular Christian peace or Jewish justice or 
Muslim environmental policy. And even if there are particular confessional 
responses to the threats of the global village, we need to realize that that 
which we can do together, we should not do separately. We live today next 
door to each other in the whole world. This fact should now compel us to come 
together with our religious traditions, not to unite, not to merge, not to 
blend, but affirming our differences, committing ourselves to a new attitude 
to the other. 


Interreligious dialogue means meeting the other as other, of facing the 
unknown, realizing that there is more to the Ultimate Reality than I can ever 
fathom. The other is in his or her otherness a guarantee that religious 
pilgrimage is not capitalized or expropriated by anyone. An important lesson 
in interreligious dialogue is therefore that the other provides a possibility 
for me to grow in my own faith and vice versa. 


Tolerance, therefore, does not suffice any more. We need esteem for the 
other. We must be able to go beyond. We need today a theology of the other. 
I am looking forward to the day when Christians will thank God that there are 
Muslims, Muslims thank God for revealing Godself to the Jews, and Jews thank 
God for the Christian way to God. It is only then that covenants between 
people of various faiths can be useful tools for reconciliation and peace. 


The World Council of Churches, when laying the foundation for what has become 
one of its most important programmes, the interreligious dialogue, called it 
"a spiritual adventure of the churches". Our world will not heal unless we 
come together as Jews, Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and together 
seek the good of humankind. We may not be able to bring about healing, but 
it is a witness of reconciliation, when people of various faiths, committed 
to their religious traditions seek each other for the good of the whole 
Oikoumene, the whole inhabited world. It is a witness of a new spirit anda 
new commitment among people of faith. [EPS] 
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Forthcoming major WCC meetings: 


20-28 January 1994: Central Committee, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
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Acting in Faith, a new 29-minute colour video on the WCC, is now available for 
purchase at a special introductory price. It was produced only in English and 
intended particularly for the United States, but some people may find it 
useful for introducing the Council to other English-speaking audiences as 
well. It can be ordered (in NTSC) from the World Council of Churches office 
in New York (475 Riverside Drive, Room 915, New York, N. Y. 10115) for US$ 10, 
plus $ 2.90 postage and handling, until 31 December, and thereafter for 

$§ 29.50. It can also be obtained (in VHS/PAL) from the Swiss headquarters of 
the WCC (Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland) for SF 17.50, plus postage, and 
after 31 December for SF 35. For further information on the film, see EPS 
93508). LOK 
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CORRECTIONS : 


(1) An error in capitalization altered the meaning of one point in the 
article in the last EPS concerning the worship and culture study being 
undertaken by the Lutheran World Federation (EPS 93.11.85). The second of the 
four "tensions" listed in the relationship between worship and culture (line 
14) should read "Lutheran vs. catholic" (in the sense of "confessional vs. 
universal", rather than suggesting a tension between the Lutheran and Roman 
Catholic traditions). 


(2) Also in the last issue, item EPS 93.11.74, the name of ECLOF’s late 
_ president was spelled incorrectly. It should read: Léonard Hentsch. 


EPS 93.12.01 
Christian Aid booklet pleads for compensation to GATT "losers" 


GENEVA (EPS)--Winners and Losers is the title of a booklet published by 
Christian Aid, the relief and development arm of the British and Irish 
churches. The booklet focuses on the impact on developing countries of world 
trade agreements currently on the verge of being finalized by the so-called 
Uruguay Round of negotiations under the auspices of GATT (General Agreement 
on Tariffs,and Trade). 


Presenting the booklet at a press launching in Geneva at the Ecumenical Centre 
on 8 December, and hosted by the World Council of Churches, Christian Aid’s 
trade policy adviser Peter Madden predicted that while some developing 
countries stood to gain from the agreements, others, particularly the poorest 
countries in the South would be "unequivocal losers". 


Arguing that the latter should not have to bear the costs of a deal from which 
others benefit greatly, the booklet’s co-authors Madden and John Madeley 
propose that the "winners" share some of their gains with the "net losers", 
and suggest ways in which this might be done, either within the Uruguay Round 
itself, alongside it in the form of side agreements, or within the framework 
of other trade agreements like the European union’s Lomé Convention. 


"In any liberalizing market opening some people will gain and some will lose", 
Madden acknowledged. This was certainly the case in the single European 
market process. Although the aim was greater economic gains for Europe as 
a whole, certain regions or industries within Europe stood to be penalized. 
Yet a central part of the process was the commitment to compensate them for 
their losses. What the booklet argues, Madden emphasized, is that this 
approach should apply on a global scale. 


The group of "unequivocal losers", he continued, tends to fall into several 


categories, some of them overlapping. The first sub-group are countries 
which are members of the European union’s Lomé Convention, which offers 
preferential trade access to Europe’s ex-colonies. If all other countries 


gain duty-free access for their products, the former will have less access 
with a corresponding fall in trade volume with Europe, he said. 


Net food-importing countries - some 100 of a total of 132 developing countries 
- make up the second sub-group, Madden said. As a result of agreements on 
agriculture, world food prices are likely to rise significantly. In the 
short-term, therefore, these countries will have to spend more on importing 
food. 


A third loser-country sub-group are countries which depend for export earnings 
on tropical products like coffee or cocoa. Prices of these commodities are 
expected to fall by at least 6 per cent over the next ten years as a result 
of the GATT deal. 


Unfortunately, Madden pointed out, many countries which rely on the exports 
of tropical products are also food importers. They thus stand to lose doubly 
from the GATT accords. Their low levels of technical knowhow and financial 
resources will likely prevent them from being able to take advantage of 
potential new market openings, or to meet the new costs implied by more 
streamlined marketing procedures (such as customs procedures) . 


Alongside the group of "unequivocal losers" is another group of Third-World 
countries which stand to make considerable gains but may find themselves 
losing out heavily should certain GATT clauses fail to materialize. 


Particularly crucial for countries involved in textile production is the 
planned phase-out of the Multi-Fibre Arrangement (MFA). Introduced as a 
supposedly temporary measure in 1974 to give industrialized countries a chance 
to adjust their economies to Third-World imports, the MFA allowed developing 
countries to sell only up to a given quota of textiles and clothing to Western 
countries. [over] 
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The problem, according to Madden, is that the MFA phase-out is "back-loaded" 
and "all the pain comes at the end". US president Bill Clinton has already 
hinted to his domestic constituency that he will fight to extend the deadline 
for textile phase-outs, and the French are making similar noises, Madden 
warned, thus indicating that some Northern countries may renege on the deal 
at the last moment. 


Coming back to the "unequivocal losers" group, largely composed of African, 


Caribbean and Pacific countries (ACPs), Madden outlined some of the 
Suggestions Winners and Losers makes for burden-sharing. tne. Lard 
possibility is improved last-minute offers on particular commodities - such 


as fish, leather goods and textiles - within the Uruguay Round itself. The 
danger there, Madden warned, is that a host of last-minute changes could 
"unravel" the Round itself. 


As a second possibility, the parties to the agreement might conclude a number 
of side agreements between the time of the Uruguay Round 15 December deadline 
and final ratification on'15 April 1994.. The fact that such side deals were 
a feature of the recently-concluded North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) is an encouraging sign, Madden said. 


Such side deals should comprise firm commitments to net food-importing 
countries as well as to some of the very poorest countries which do not fall 
into this category. Such commitments could take the form of financial 
support to help them take advantage of potentially improved market access for 
their products, or of targeting some of the openings specifically to them. 
Parallel debt-relief measures would also greatly benefit this group of 
countries, Madden said. 


In preparing the booklet, which is based on estimates calculated on the basis 
of OECD, World Bank and GATT data, its authors had the countries of the 
European Community foremost in mind, Madden observed. Since Europe is the 
"biggest winner from the Round, it has a special responsibility and the 
ability to do something to help the ACPs", he emphasized. 


Asked what he thought about the possible threat to the Lomé Convention from 
the GATT agreements themselves, and the likelihood that many European nations 
"may be reluctant to do a great deal more at the moment", Madden admitted that 
"as the product of a ‘historical accident" [of colonization] Lomé does face 
a number of problems". On textiles, for example, Western Europe is currently 
offering much better deals to Eastern Europe than to developing country 
manufacturers. But "Lomé is also a legal contract on continued support and 
trade preferences", he insisted. 


While Lomé as it now stands offers one group of Third-World countries 
preference over others, the booklet suggests that Europe offer new areas for 
preference - market gardening and horticulture being two examples of labour- 
intensive sectors where Africa has an advantage - which rather than competing 
with other developing countries might do so with some European producers 
instead. 


Asked about the Christian Aid’s plans for drawing attention to the 
recommendations in Winners and Losers, Madden said: "We’re part of networks 
of development aid agencies across Europe which share a common assessment of 
the Uruguay Round. All of us will be taking the issues to our governments. 
Our main point being that since they have understood the need for compensation 
within the European market, they have a responsibility to apply this principle 
on a global level as well." [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.02 
Raiser visits WCC member churches in Greece 


ATHENS & THESSALONIKI (EPS) --During a three-day official visit to Greece (29 
November to 1 December) WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser had conversations 
in Athens with leaders of the Council’s two member churches in the country - 
the (Orthodox) Church of Greece and the (Reformed) Greek Evangelical Church - 
before travelling to Thessaloniki to deliver a lecture at the faculty of 
theology of Aristotle University and to meet with members of an Orthodox 
ecumenical society there. Accompanying the general secretary was church and 
ecumenical relations executive secretary Yorgo Lemopoulos. 


Welcoming the general secretary to Athens, the primate of the Church of 
Greece, Archbishop Seraphim, expressed particular appreciation for WCC efforts 
to respond to the needs of Orthodox churches in difficult situations, 
including those in Albania, Cyprus and Serbia. 


Later, during a meeting with the church’s ecumenical relations committee, 
which is chaired by Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Peristerion, a member of the 
wcC Central Committee, Raiser heard calls for greater collaboration between 
the WCC and the Church of Greece in several programme areas, including refugee 
service, scholarships and the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey. Committee 
members also urged deeper ecumenical reflection on ecclesiology and offered 
some critical remarks about certain WCC activities, which they said give the 
impression that the Council is "a social and possibly secular organization". 


In their visit with Raiser, Greek Evangelical Church moderator Nicolaos 
Stephanides and other leaders of the church expressed concern about recent 
publications criticizing the WCC. They also raised questions about what it 
means for a small minority church (their church has some 5000 members, 
compared to an estimated 9 million Orthodox) to be a member of the WCC. 
Ecumenical cooperation at the local level is difficult in Greece, they said. 
The Protestant leaders also called on the WCC to strengthen its involvement 
in the current debate on religious freedom in Central and Eastern Europe. 


Both a strong commitment to ecumenism and a clear recognition of the 
difficulties faced by its supporters were underlined at the two public events 
Raiser attended in Thessaloniki. Introducing Raiser before his lecture at the 
university, Professor Petros Vasiliadis noted that because "the participation 
of the Orthodox in ecumenical dialogue is a consequence of its theology, it 
has never thought to abandon ecumenical dialogue, even during difficult times 
like today when the credibility and faithfulness of those who participate in 
such a dialogue are questioned". Raiser responded by expressing his 
appreciation for "the unique ecumenical contribution of Greek Orthodoxy, which 
has been so important in earlier phases of the ecumenical movement". He said 
he looks forward to "future cooperation bringing to life again" such 
involvement by the Church of Greece. 


Following the lecture - on "Ecumenism in Search of a New Vision" - Raiser was 
honoured at a dinner hosted by the Society of Ecumenical Studies and Inter- 
Orthodox Information. Welcoming the WCC general secretary, the society’s 
president, Professor N. Zacharopoulos, said the newly formed group, though 
"Small and weak", has "a long-term vision to move on an international level 
on the road of reconciliation, sincere dialogue for the unity of faith, 
breaking the chains of prejudice and overcoming severe obstacles". 


Zacharopoulos said the society, founded in March 1993 (EPS 93.04.05) is 
seeking "to raise the consciousness of the Greek people with respect to issues 
of common interest to human beings of different confessions. They will then 
have the eager desire to approach others... Unfortunately, the problems 
related to these issues are unknown to the members of our church." As a 
result, he said, "a large part of the laypeople and clergy essentially isolate 
themselves from the rest of their fellow human beings... This isolation is a 
detachment from the catholic church." 


Despite the obstacles, Zacharopoulos concluded, "we believe that we have 
embarked and know in advance, like every traveller, from where we have 
departed and our final destination... We hope to succeed with the help of God 


and support from our brothers and sisters." [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.03 
WCC plans development of religious education in Eastern Europe 


NEW YORK (EPS) --A World Council of Churches (WCC) programme to assist in the 
development of religious education in Eastern Europe has a primary aim of 
helping people learn to produce curriculum materials for the parish level, 
according to a US Orthodox woman who serves as a consultant to the programme. 


Constance J. Tarasar, an official of the US National Council of Churches (NCC) 
in New York, said in an interview (2 December) that she had seen many 
promising initiatives during several visits to Eastern Europe, but a 
comprehensive plan to meet basic needs on the parish level remained lacking. 
In a situation where no formal religious education was allowed for 70 years 
and attempts to start afresh are only in the beginning stages, she said, she 
tries to look at the "different pieces" and find ways to put together an 
overall plan. 


Tarasar, a member of the (Russian-background) Orthodox Church in America 
(OCA), was the first woman to graduate from St Vladimir’s Seminary, an OCA 
institution north of New York, and has an academic background of 
specialization in the field of education. Various Orthodox. leaders of 
Eastern Europe have enlisted her participation in meetings related to 
religious education, and last January Clifford Payne of the WCC unit on Life, 
Education and Mission asked the NCC to release her for service 50 days a year 
as a consultant. 


The request came as financial strain was forcing the NCC to dismantle some of 
its administrative structure, and the unit Tarasar headed, Unity and 
Relationships, was being eliminated. She now serves the NCC as an associate 
in Faith and Order, and the WCC consultancy gets time formerly taken by 
administration. 


Tarasar said her work in Eastern Europe, financed by the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries as part of a broader programme it has undertaken 
in the area, has been primarily with the Orthodox. The programme is open to 
Protestants, but they seem primarily to look to the worldwide bodies of their 
communions for help, she said. 


Following up on initial round table discussions sponsored by the WCC unit on 
Sharing and Service, most recently one on "Education for Change" 16-18 
September at the Danilov Monastery in Moscow, the project to develop a corps 
of curriculum writers now has in view three major events. 


The first will be a symposium on Orthodox religious education scheduled for 
the first week of March in Cyprus. Tarasar said it was expected to draw 
about 50 people, half from Eastern Europe and the other half from Western 
educators, programme staff and representatives of agencies assisting the 
churches of Eastern Europe. She said participants would review Orthodox 
experience in religious education, reflect on the task of Christian education 
in pluralistic societies and formulate a starting point for the planned 
curriculum development. 


Next summer, about 15 participants in the Cyprus symposium will be brought to 
the United States for the second event, a month-long programme based at St 
Vladimir’s but extended out from there to provide experience of various forms 
of religious education - schooling, camps, retreats, Vacation Bible Schools 
and others. 


The programme is then to culminate in the third event, a curriculum writing 
workshop of three weeks. Tarasar said this would probably take place in the 
spring of 1995 and possibly at a university in Finland. [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.04 
WCC appeals for aid for internally displaced in Burundi 


GENEVA (EPS)--Following up its request for US$ 415 000 to support relief 
efforts by churches in Rwanda on behalf of refugees from the coup in Burundi 
(EPS 93.11.03, 42), the WCC’s Programme Unit on Sharing and Service appealed 
at the end of November for USS 250 000 to provide basic assistance to some of 
the estimated quarter million internally displaced people in camps, churches 
and other makeshift facilities in Burundi itself. 


The money will be used to fund programmes being undertaken by the Episcopal 
Church of Burundi and by the country’s national council of churches. The 
former has been asked to provide food, cooking utensils, blankets, clothing 
and soap to 25 000 people for a three-month period; the latter will be 
furnishing similar supplies to some 500 families around the country. 


Burundi’s first democratically elected president Melchior Ndadaye was killed 
in the failed coup of 21 October; and the events touched off widespread 
outbreaks of the long-simmering ethnic violence in the country. It is 
estimated that some 700 000 people fled the country, most to neighbouring 
Rwanda, but many to Tanzania and Zaire as well. 


Looking ahead, the new WCC appeal warns that more than a million people in 
Burundi will need assistance if agriculture is to be relaunched in the country 
next year. Moreover, the still-unresolved political crisis - with reports of 
continued instability and violence in some areas - has left serious health 
problems in its wake. In certain regions, so many people have been killed that 
disposing of the bodies is creating a health hazard and polluting water 
sources. Refugee camps are reporting outbreaks of measles, cholera, malaria 
and acute respiratory infections, the WCC report says. 


The president of the Christian Council of Burundi, Methodist bishop J. Alfred 
Ndoricimpa, has appealed to the WCC to help restore peace in the country and 
ensure that humanitarian aid reaches refugees from the violence. In an 
interview in Geneva in early December, Ndoricimpa said reports indicate that 
half a million people have been killed in the clashes. 


Ndoricimpa said he hoped the WCC and the All Africa Conference of Churches 
would appoint representatives to join a team of enquiry which the Organization 
for African Unity has been asked to send to investigate the post-coup 
massacres. The bishop said the violence which followed the coup and the 
assassination of the president "was madness from angry people". The majority 
Hutus, he said, were incensed when they heard the president, a Hutu, had been 
murdered by the military, which is predominately Tutsi. The Hutus then turned 
on the Tutsis. 


Ndoricimpa said the current violence differs from past massacres in Burundi 
in that villagers are involved for the first time. They believed the military 
would come for them as they had on previous occasions and kill them. Knowing 
that past crimes had gone unpunished, and rather than wait for the army to 
arrive, Hutus began killing Tutsis. He added that at least three of his own 
church leaders had been killed, the Free Methodist Church had lost 13 leaders 
and Roman Catholic priests had also died. 


According to the bishop, help is now reaching Tutsis who are under military 
protection, but many Hutus who fled their homes are hiding and fear to come 
out. Aid is not reaching them and conditions are serious, with shortages of 
food and medicine. Ndoricimpa said about 100 refugees are dying every week. 


The bishop, who was out of the country at the time of the coup, said he has 
been told it is too dangerous for him to return at the moment. However, he 
hopes to go back before Christmas. "To celebrate Christmas outside my country, 
at this time, would be terrible." Despite the recent violence, however, he 
said he still has confidence in the people of Burundi. However, for them to 
live in peace will require the return of democracy and a great deal of 
reconciliation work. The church, he believes, has a key role to play in 
helping such reconciliation take place. [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.05 
Black US church leaders adopt declaration on environment 


NEW YORK (EPS) --An environmental conference for black church leaders in the 
United States succeeded "beyond our wildest expectations" in arousing the 
concern of participants, according to the conference coordinator. 


N. Jean Sindab, a black executive of the US National Council of Churches (NCC) 
in New York, said the conference, held 1-2 December in Washington, drew 140 
people broadly representative of black denominations and black members of 
predominantly white churches. 


"We were pleasantly surprised to see the extent of black church interest and 
enthusiasm over the issue", she reported. "Many people came up to me 
afterward and told me they wanted to get involved." 


Although the vice president of the United States, Albert Gore Jr, was among 
the speakers, she said, the conference high point was a theological address 
by Thomas A. Hoyt Jr of the Hartford (Connecticut) Seminary explaining why 
black churches should get involved in the issue. "Christ incarnate became 
part of our ecosystem", and the ecological crisis must be understood "in the 
context of sin", he said. 


The conference was the first event of a three-year programme launched on the 
feast of St Francis (4 October) by the National Religious Partnership for the 


Environment [see EPS 93.10.51]. Financed by foundation grants, it gets 
general coordination from a New York office but implementation through 
separate activities of four groups: NCC, US Catholic Conference, various 


conservative evangelicals united in an Evangelical Environmental Network and 
Jews working through a Consultation on the Environment and Jewish Life. 


Charles G. Adams, a Detroit pastor who is president of the Progressive 
National Baptist Convention, said in a telephone interview after attending the 
conference that "misinformation and ignorance" had led some black church 
leaders in the past to think that the environmental issue was not their 
concern. But coming together to address this topic for the first time at the 
Washington conference, they put the issue on the agenda of the black churches, 
he said. 


Also chairman of the NCC’s Urban Strategy Committee, Adams said he would work 
to connect its efforts on behalf of economic development to concerns about the 
environment. "This conference warned us that development and jobs cannot be 
purchased at the cost of health and life", he said. 


The event was called the Black Church Environmental Justice Summit, and was 
structured to point up ways that environmental neglect had brought 
disproportionate harm to black people. Gore said the worst environmental 
damage internationally had been inflicted in areas such as Africa and the 
former communist countries of Eastern Europe where people had the least power 
to defend themselves. No one should be surprised, he said, that the pattern 
also emerged within the United States, and communities of blacks and other 
poor people became the main sites for locating polluting industries and 
dumping toxic wastes. 


Conference participants adopted a "Black Church Declaration on Environmental 
and Economic Justice" and committed themselves to form a Black Church 
Environmental and Economic Justice Network. "We African-American church 
leaders, historically committed to justice issues, affirm the unitary nature 
of life and commit ourselves to the ministry of converging justice and 
environmental issues that are critical matters of life and death for our 
church and our community", the Declaration said. [EPS] 


EPS $93. 112 206 
Kenya’s churches take firm stand as ethnic clashes spread 


NAIROBI (EPS) --Kenya’s churches are continuing a multi-faceted approach to an 
ethnic conflict that has claimed more than 1000 lives and created 200 000 
internal refugees since 1991. Clashes in parts of the Rift Valley Province, 
which continued sporadically throughout 1992, now appear to be spreading. Most 
often attacked are Kikuyu people who settled the valley after independence. 


Church leaders generally agree with human rights activists that the clashes, 
ostensibly over land, are politically rooted. They say politicians of Kenya’s 
ruling KANU party - until 1991 the only legal one - instigate attacks on 
Kikuyu communities, whom they see as supporting the opposition, and that the 
government condones the violence. In an October open letter, Kenya’s Catholic 
bishops urged President Daniel arap Moi to use his power to stop the clashes. 


"We have seen and heard of so much wickedness perpetrated in Kenya... that we 
are compelled to speak out in the name of God himself", the bishops wrote. 
"All these abominations are done in your name... Perhaps because you have 
never visited the attacked and injured victims of clashes..., you have done 
nothing practical for them." A cross-section of church leaders and opposition 
party members expressed support for the bishops, whom the government accused 
of cooperating with the opposition to malign the president’s leadership. 


In an interview in Geneva in December, former National Council of Churches in 
Kenya (NCCK) general secretary Sam Kobia, now director of the WCC’s Programme 
Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation, noted that the churches’ initial response 
to the situation in December 1991 was to send relief to the victims. "We 
thought the clashes were a passing affair", Kobia says, "and that talking to 
government leaders would solve the problem." 


In March 1992 Kobia led a five-person NCCK team that met with Moi and gave him 
a detailed account of events, including cases of politicians paying youths to 
attack homes. Moi brushed off the attacks as isolated incidents and ignored 
the documentation provided. The NCCK undertook its own thorough investigation 
of the violence in May. Its report accused the government of complacency and 
said the clashes were politically motivated. 


Hope that the clashes would stop after the December 1992 elections proved 
unfounded, although Moi and KANU were returned to power. In February 1993 the 
NCCK executive committee endorsed the principle of civil disobedience, though 
leaving unclear how to put it into practice. By May, after a visit to affected 
areas, most church leaders were convinced that such a strategy was necessary. 


When the government - which had threatened to de-register the NCCK after its 
Report on Ethnic Clashes - learned that the Council was planning a conference 
in the Rift Valley at which victims could testify to human rights violations, 
it said force would be used to break it up. In fact, says Kobia, the churches’ 
firm stand may have induced the government to pay more attention to what they 
were saying. "Quite a few church leaders were ready to put their lives on the 
line", Kobia says. "For Kenya’s church leadership to reach a point where a 
Majority were supporting a confrontational approach shows they had been pushed 
beyond the limits of tolerance." 


By September, Kobia says, with official attitudes apparently softening, the 
NCCK switched to an approach emphasizing hopes for reconciliation. It has 
called on Christians to observe a noontime peace prayer campaign in which the 
issues involved are explicitly named. Should the situation worsen, Kobia says, 
the churches may again run the risk of taking stronger action. 


With the ethnic conflict now in its third year, Kobia says the time has come 
for pressure from the international community, including the ecumenical 
movement. Although the industrialized countries (the "Club of Paris") ended 
a two-year aid boycott in November, saying Kenya is now meeting human rights 
standards and has taken important steps towards democratization, Kobia 
disagrees. "The human rights of thousands of Kenyans living in NCCK-run 
refugee camps are being violated every day", he protests. [EPS] 


EPS ‘93.12.1097 
Churches try to move Rwanda along path to democracy 


MOMBASA (EPS) --Government, opposition and religious leaders in Rwanda met 27- 
29 November in Mombasa, Kenya, in an attempt to get their stalled democracy 
process moving again. 


Initiated by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC), the meeting 
considered ways of implementing the Arusha Peace Accords, signed 4 August by 
the Rwandan government and the Patriotic Front of Rwanda (FPR). 


In a final message, those at the consultation said there was an urgent need 
to put in place the Transitional Institutions provided for in the Arusha 
Accords. They also warned against "violence and the spread of insecurity" and 
a "climate of mistrust and suspicion". Delegates called for a spirit of 
national rather than partisan or personal interest and for tolerance, respect 
for others and reconciliation. 


The conference - attended by bishops of the Roman Catholic, Episcopal and 
Methodist churches - challenged the churches to be fully involved in bringing 
democracy to Rwanda. 


Elizabeth Salter, who represented the World Council of Churches in Mombasa, 
told EPS the process towards democracy in Rwanda had been hindered because 
those in power found it hard to relinquish it. There was a danger Rwanda 
would degenerate into violence, Salter added, though she was optimistic for 
the future if ordinary people could be convinced, as those in Mombasa had 
been, that non-violence was the only way forward. One hopeful sign of what was 
possible, Salter said, was the way she had seen initial suspicions and 
tensions disappear at the conference. By the end of the meeting, people who 
until recently had been fighting each other, sat and ate together and had 
become friends. [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.08 
Women meet in Philippines, explore how to combat violence 


MANILA (EPS)--Some 45 women from 27 countries met here (21-26 November) to 
explore the theme "Women, Violence and Nonviolent Action". The meeting was 
organized by the ecumenical Life & Peace Institute, based in Uppsala, Sweden, 
the WCC and the Lutheran World Federation, in cooperation with Gabriela, an 
alliance of 65 women’s groups in the Philippines. 


Participants said violence against women is increasing in all of its many 
forms, including violence within the family, ethnic wars, political violence 
and economic structures that oppress women. In particular, they called for the 
breaking of silence about domestic violence, noting that many creative 
nonviolent actions are already underway in this area. Some participants 
described their own lives in the midst of ongoing wars and conflicts, notably 
Somalia, Palestine and the former Yugoslavia. 


The group affirmed the many ways that women are resisting wars and 
contributing to their peaceful resolution, for example by dialogue with women 
on the other side of a conflict. Although women are often the backbone of 
social movements, the meeting said, their contributions too often go 
unappreciated. Recognizing the need for interlinkages among the marginalized, 
participants urged the women’s movement to play an active role in bringing in 
a feminist world view and advocating nonviolent ways of resolving conflict. 
[EPS] 


EPS 93.12.09 
Hungary: political disillusionment alongside praise for ecumenism 


DEBRECEN, Hungary (EPS) --Unemployment and trade restrictions by the West are 
creating disillusionment in Hungary, according to Dr Gali Akos, a member of 
the Christian Democratic Party, one of the coalition partners in the present 
government. 


Akos, addressing the general secretaries of European national councils of 
churches at their annual meeting (24-28 November) in Debrecen, said issues 
which had not appeared under the former Communist regime were now fuelling 
general disillusionment. 


Unemployment was a major problem with 48 per cent of school leavers registered 
at job centres. Refugees had arrived from Romania, former Yugoslavia and the 
former German Democratic Republic. Crime against property showed a 78 per 
cent rise and homicides had risen by 50 per cent. 


The almost bankrupt economic situation left by the Communist regime had not 
been alleviated, Akos said. He blamed agricultural overproduction in the 
countries of the European Union and trade restrictions, as well as outdated 
technology. 


Since the 1991 signing of an agreement of association, Hungary was now less 
keen to join the European Union but Akos still believed the country could 
learn from the entrepreneurial spirit of Western Europe. 


Also in Hungary, the president of the Ecumenical Study Centre in Budapest, 
Karoly Toth, has called on churches to be open and willing to learn from other 
denominations. 


In a statement published in November to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
ecumenical movement in Hungary, T6th said God had turned "the sinful division 
of churches into a good ecumenical endeavour". In the same way St Paul had 
compared the Church and the harmonious cooperation among the various parts of 
the body to different denominations represented and emphasized certain parts 
of Biblical; truth: 


However, because Christianity in all its expressions contains a common core 
of belief, people should be Christians first and only then members of 
individual churches. 


Only together, T6th claimed, could Christians find answers to the great 
challenges of today such as war, injustice and hunger. [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.10 
Anglican Church of Canada appoints its first woman bishop 


TORONTO (EPS) - The Anglican Church of Canada has its first woman bishop. The 
election of Victoria Matthews, 39, as suffragan bishop of the diocese of 
Toronto, came 17 years after Canadian Anglicans began ordaining women as 
priests. Welcoming Matthews’ election as the fifth woman bishop in the 
Anglican communion worldwide, Canadian Anglican archbishop Michael Peers noted 
that “mow we can begin the process of making the house of bishops more like 
the rest of the church". [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.11 
Harvest fails in Horn of Africa 


GENEVA (EPS)--The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) has 
alerted the World Council of Churches (WCC) to a failure of the harvest in 
Ethiopia and Eritrea, due to poor rainfall. Food shortages will occur in 
1994, says EECMY. 


In a 6 December report to its ecumenical partners, the WCC Emergencies Desk 
describes current signals from Ethiopia and Eritrea as "alarming" and predicts 
around 900 000 people will need assistance next year. Grain, supplementary 
food and oil are most needed. [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.12 
Pontifical commission issues document on interpretation of Bible 


ROME (EPS)--The Pontifical Biblical Commission has released a 120-page 
document on the interpretation of the Bible in the church. Although the new 
text - unlike two well-known earlier Roman Catholic documents on biblical 
interpretation: Providentissimus Deus (Leo XIII, 1893) and Divino afflante 
Spirito (Pius XII, 1943) - is not a papal encyclical, observers say its 
importance is indicated by the fact that the preface to it is signed by 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 


Summarizing the main points of the document, the Catholic press service APIC 
highlights three issues: that access to Scripture is not "immediate" but 
requires study and effort; that the Bible is not meant for individualistic 
reading but is read in the church, with the church and for the church; and 
that "fundamentalist" and "sectarian" tendencies to read texts written two or 
three millennia ago with the categories and prejudices of today must be 
avoided. [EPS] 


EPS"93. 12.135 
Lutheran Church in Greenland proclaimed independent diocese 


COPENHAGEN (EPS)--The Lutheran Church in Greenland, previously part of the 
Church of Denmark’s diocese of Copenhagen, was proclaimed an independent 
diocese on the first Sunday of Advent (28 November). For the next two years, 
former vice-bishop Kristian Merch will serve as bishop of the new diocese 
until his mandatory retirement at 65. 


Church News from Denmark says the new church has 28 pastors serving 
congregations widely spread over the world’s largest island. Merch emphasized 
the church’s need for more ministers, noting that during the past two years 
no one has begun theological studies at its ten-year-old seminary in Nuuk. 


Hans Egede of Norway was the first Christian missionary to Greenland, arriving 
there in 1721. Moravians later took over evangelism there, but turned it over 
to the Church of Denmark in 1901. [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.14 
Situation still tense in Bougainville but church is growing 


CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand (EPS) --A Methodist bishop from Bougainville, in the 
South Pacific, says fighting continues on his island and the situation is 
"very tense } 


Reported in Crosslink, an ecumenical New Zealand newspaper, Bishop Samsom 
Mangung made his remarks during a November visit to New Zealand. 


Samsom, inducted last May, said medical supplies were still not getting 
through and fighting continued in the central region where secessionist BRA 
forces and Papua New Guinea Defence Forces are in conflict. The bishop called 
for a neutral body to go to Bougainville to help stop the war. "Our people 
don’t want any more killing". 


Samsom also said United Church congregations on Bougainville had increased 
over the past 3 years by between 50 and 60 congregations. However, the church 
now faced a desperate shortage of ministers and money. 


The Church’s message to the people of Bougainville was clear, said Samsom. "We 
encourage our church people to tell their boys to come out of the bush and lay 
down their arms. Change will only happen through Christ’s help". [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.15 
Asia conference on migration challenges churches to respond 


An ecumenical consultation (Hong Kong, 22-26 November) convened by the 
Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) and the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
called for new church responses to new trends in Asia in the movement of 
migrants and refugees across borders and large scale internal human 


displacement. The meeting was: attended by about 55 representatives of 
national churches, international ecumenical organizations, local service 
groups and migrant organizations, from 16 Asian countries. The WCC was 


represented by Patrick Taran, Secretary for Migration. 


Among the major trends described were the vast increase in labour migration 
and the displacement of entire communities due to war and internal conflicts. 
Major concern was expressed at the general lack of legal and social protection 
faced by migrant workers, refugees and the internally displaced in most 
countries in Asia, aggravated by the poor institutional involvement of Asian 
churches in giving refuge and assistance to people on the move. Considerable 
attention focused on exploring the biblical and theological premises for 
ministry with people on the move. 


Participants challenged the churches to enhance their capacity to "facilitate 
preventive conflict resolution and peace making which addresses the root 
causes of injustice" and to work towards evolving "thinking on new economic 
models as alternatives to the free market materialism, environmental 
degradation and technocracy which will promote sharing of resources, skills, 
information and wealth within and between countries". 


The importance of culture to human identity and the psychological and 
spiritual disruption faced by those forced to leave their homelands were 
recognized as special concerns for Christian ministry. Churches were urged 
to make special efforts to train church workers in pastoral support and 
political advocacy in solidarity with displaced communities, and to foster 
understanding and practice of multi-racial tolerance and pluralism within the 
church as well as within society at large. Participants also considered it 
important to enable migrant communities to develop their own organizations and 
be represented (especially women) in decision-making on church and ecumenical 
programmes affecting them. 


The consultation recommended that the CCA establish an Asian Working Group on 
Migrant Workers, Refugees and Internally Displaced Communities. The group 
would include church representatives, secular and church action groups, would 
involve the Asian churches, empower migrants and refugees to organize 
themselves, and strengthen the partnership with the WCC. 


WCC vice-moderator Soritua Nababan emphasized the urgency for churches to 
address the root causes in ministry with uprooted people and renounce their 
traditional approach of simply offering charity. Patrick Taran noted the need 
for churches to publicly condemn violence and hostility against foreigners and 
minorities, and to build a culture of solidarity with those uprooted. 


A full report of the consultation, including the input presentations, 
theological reflection papers, country case studies and the findings and 
recommendations is to be issued early in 1994. [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.16 
Ecutext: Statement on migration to 67th session of IOM council 


This is the abridged version of a presentation made (Geneva, 23 November) to 
the sixty-seventh session of the Council of the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) on behalf of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the 
International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA). 


.. We first reiterate our assessment that the majority of people on the move 
today are migrating because of circumstances that have compelled them to leave 


their homeland. This basic fact must be acknowledged in order to determine 
effective responses to both the causes and consequences of international 
migration. ... Effective solutions will not be forthcoming if we cannot 


recognize that today’s migration results from environmental degradation, the 
failure of development models and economic structures to provide basic 
employment and subsistence, ... as well as the more obvious situations of 
warfare, civil strife, persecution and ethnic conflict affecting so many 
countries today. [over] 


IOM council/2 


Similarly, assuming a defensive posture, that migration is increasingly a 
threat to receiving states and societies, will not lead to resolving the 
underlying causes. Our experience and understanding is that most people 
compelled to migrate would rather not leave their homelands. ... We believe 
that the best solution today is to develop and support people’s possibilities, 
and their right, to remain in their homeland. 


™ . Much migration results not from absolute economic differences between 
countries or regions. Rather people migrate when - and usually only when - 
conditions fall below a "critical threshold of tolerance" beyond which minimal 
local standards of living and providing for family cannot. be sustained. 


If aid is directed at stabilizing and sustaining those local conditions, 
rather than at attempting to "develop" economies to attain western standards 
of production, consumption and marketing, some success would be achieved in 
reducing migration. 


On the other hand, when trade liberalization encourages. rural .. labour 
displacement from domestic agricultural activity unable to "compete" with 
international industrial scale agribusiness, then perhaps some concern needs 


to be raised about the migratory impact. ... International investment in many 
developing countries has tended to favour capital intensive ventures rather 
than labour-intensive activities. ... Job creation and migratory impacts must 


be explicitly considered in shaping or restricting investment policies, even 
over and above solely "marketplace" demands. 


Similar considerations need apply to development aid, including project 
support from multilateral institutions such as the World Bank. Kd 
development projects displace people, or provide relatively few employment 
opportunities in countries with high levels of. unemployment, then their 
migratory impact needs to be questioned. If there is to be a serious attempt 
to address migratory pressures through aid, an "employment and migration 
impact statement" should be elaborated as a required component of aid 
proposals. We recommend elaboration of such a concept, with guidelines, and 
means to convey it to governments for inclusion in their respective policies 
and procedures for allocating or accepting development aid. 


Our other major concern continues to be the persistently rising hostility 
towards migrant workers and other foreigners in so many societies. ... While 
we agree that migration requires development of an orderly and structured 
international framework, we also insist that legal regimes to regulate their 
movement must also insure the recognition and protection of their basic 
rights. This, we believe, can best be done by incorporating a universal, 
international framework relating to the status and rights of migrants in the 
laws and policies of nations worldwide. 


Many non-governmental organizations have recognized that the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members 
of their Families provides an extensive and explicit legal framework on which 
to base government policies and legislation for the treatment of migrants and 
migration issues. 


There is one priority which must be incorporated in the IOM agenda. Our 
concern comes from the fundamental consideration that migrants are human 
beings. 


We believe that the immediate objective must include assuring protection for 
the basic dignity and rights of migrants. Unfortunately, we do not see 
protection visibly among the priorities in government statements here, despite 
the worldwide phenomena of attacks on migrants. We are especially concerned 
because this question is not currently addressed adequately either by IOM or 
any other inter-governmental institution. By contrast, protection of 
refugees and asylum-seekers is explicitly within the UNHCR mandate and 
programme. We believe protection of migrants should have some place as a 
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Given that the second priority for IOM work involves advising governments on 
establishing legislation, we strongly urge that information and reference to 
the International migrants rights convention be included in that advisory 
work, especially for the many states now endeavouring to develop or improve 
legislation on migration. We have recommended that the IOM focus its next 
seminar on the topic of standards for national law, policy and legislation on 
migration, with particular reference to protection of migrants. ... [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.17 
Ecutext: Accelerated climate change: sign of peril, test of faith 


The following text summarizes and quotes extensively from a 35-page study 
paper prepared by a WCC Unit III (Justice, Peace and Creation) ad hoc task 
group, debated at consultations in six regions, and finalized at an October 
1993 consultation in the Netherlands with participants from 21 countries. The 
consultation recommended that it be sent to WCC member churches in order to 
provide them with "a foundation for discussion with their people as well as 
dialogue and advocacy with governments, non-governmental organizations, 
industry, scientists, economists and international agencies." 


"Scientifically-based evidence tells us that human activity is altering the 
conditions for life on Planet Earth", the paper begins. "Changes in the 
atmosphere caused by the emission of greenhouse gases (GHGs) are expected to 
lead to an increase in average global temperature, sea-level rise, and far- 
reaching climatic changes. The evidence comes to us as an unprecedented, 
extraordinary sign of this present time. Our interpretation of the sign is 
fraught with implications for the future well-being of human and other life 
and for the faithfulness of Christians to the Creator of all that is. 


"Accelerated climate change represents not only a threat to life but also an 
inescapable issue of justice. It throws into sharp relief the unjust imbalance 
of wealth, resources and economic power between the rich and poor that 
characterizes the world today... 


Scientific evidence on global warming and its consequences are presented in 
a first chapter. The paper affirms that "The industrialized nations 
representing less than 20 per cent of the world’s population are responsible 
for 75-80 per cent of annual GHG emissions... In seeking the appropriate 
balance between consumption and available resources and an equitable use of 
these resources over the globe, we have to make a distinction between the 
‘luxury emissions of the rich’ and the ‘survival emissions of the poor’. 
While drastic reductions of emissions must be achieved by the industrialized 
nations, emissions in the South may legitimately be expected to increase as 
countries pursue development to meet the basic needs of their people." 


Uncertainties in the scientific evidence remain, but these "must not be used 
as a basis for deferring societal response to global warming", the paper 
warns. The existence of "other pressing problems which require immediate 
response" is also acknowledged. "But global warming is more than just another 
environmental problem", the paper suggests. Instead, "It epitomizes the wide 
range of abuses which are taking place today." Thus, "by addressing the issue 
of global warming, we are also responding to the many other issues that face 
humankind today". 


Chapter two looks at theological and ethical imperatives. God’s concern for 
the whole of creation, as revealed through the scriptures, is affirmed. But 
because "people disobey God’s will", the paper notes, "God’s love takes on the 
face of judgement, and nature shares in the suffering that follows from human 
sin". In "the violation of intricate natural systems and the disruptive 
exploitation of vulnerable human communities, nature has become co-victim with 


the poor". Some societal factors affecting climate change - transnational 
corporations, mobility of people and goods, military activity and space 
programmes, deforestation and desertification, and population growth - are 


examined in chapter three. For each, the paper identifies related North-South 
justice and equity issues. 


These are pursued in the next chapter, which deals with targets for GHG 
reduction. While "a continuous world-wide reduction of net CO, emissions by 
one to two per cent per year starting now" is a global target, there is 
disagreement on how to allocate targets nationally. "Basing entitlements on 
current emissions would establish the status quo, impede economic growth of 
developing countries and strengthen the economic domination of industrialized 
countries," the paper points out. "Equity demands allocation of national 
entitlements on a per capita basis and on the particular needs of people in 
developing countries to improve their quality of life. Reduction of energy 
consumption in the North would allow for an increase in energy consumption in 
the South... " [over] 


climate/2 


How may such targets be implemented? Chapter five points to studies 
demonstrating that an eventual phase-out of fossil fuels and nuclear power is 
"technically and economically possible... All it takes is the political will." 
The paper spells out what this might mean for the North: promoting energy 
efficiency and accelerating the shift to renewable, non-polluting sources of 
energy, encouraging reduction of energy use by requiring businesses to make 
changes in production and manufacture, and living more simply. The challenge 
to the South is to develop "alternative models of development that will 
enhance the quality of life in a framework of ecological balance and social 
justice", including appropriate technological development to "avoid the 
inefficient and wasteful use of energy that the North now has to correct". 


The way is clear. But the existing growth model of development, in which 
consumption is seen as synonymous with development, is an obstacle to change. 
Here, the paper emphasizes, "We face tough moral decisions of equity. If there 
is not enough for everyone’s greed and everyone's need, priority must be given 


to need.". The "formidable task" ahead is that of "reconceiving and 
transforming the economic system. This task belongs within the context of a 
renewed vision of community." Such a vision is presented in chapter seven. 


Building community depends on bringing ethical principles to bear on economic 
structures and processes. An economy geared to community building would 
include a "Shift from un-needed production to work that needs to be done", 
would make "development increasingly community-based, focused on essential 
needs and the sustainable, equitable use of natural resources", the paper 
notes: 


Turning to the churches, chapter eight suggests that "The crisis arising from 
accelerated climate change is a challenge to the life and witness of 
Christians... an unprecedented extraordinary sign of the present time." 
Churches are called to witness, practice lifestyles of sufficiency and 
community, and collaborate with other networks and groups at local, national, 
regional and international levels. 


The churches’ witness might take the form of 

"@ articulating a vision of the future that we seek; 

® reviewing our own actions and making them consistent with our professed 
concern for ecology and justice; 

@ celebrating in worship our delight in the goodness of God’s creation, while 
providing opportunities to grieve over the abuse of creation and to confess 
our compliance in that violation; 

@ evolving a spirituality that takes seriously our commitment to creation; 
@® establishing environmental action committees where they do not exist, in 
collaboration with legitimate, independent environmental NGOs; 

@ seeking ways and means to disseminate information as widely as possible that 
will increase awareness and concern about accelerated climate change; 

@ participating in the development and implementation of alternative 
development models in North and South;... 

™® joining... in the struggle for human rights, democratization, and 
accountability by governments, international agencies and TNC’s; 

B® encouraging local communities to value, document and communicate their 
knowledge of local ecology and culture as a basis for redefining development 
and influencing policy; 

™ promoting and using ecologically, culturally and socially appropriate 
technologies. 


A new lifestyle of "sufficiency and community" does not imply "deprivation, 
discomfort and misery", the paper says. Rather, it means "a simpler lifestyle" 
with "fewer material trappings" but "richer in terms of relationships and 
spiritual health... We are reminded", it continues, "of old ways of living in 
Christian history characterized by simplicity, discipleship, and worship and 
adoration of the Creator of all life. We know about those ways from the 
monastic orders and the early Christian communities in which the members had 
all things in common. We challenge ourselves to draw upon our ancient heritage 
of simplicity in order to anticipate and hasten the kind of society in which 
we want to live..." [over] 


climate/3 


Collaboration at the local level should include "listening to traditional and 
indigenous peoples", the paper suggests. Nationally and regionally, churches 
should work to ensure "that the preparation of national action plans is as 
participatory as possible" and provide support to each other across national 
borders. At the international level, liaison with the Intergovernmental 
Negotiating Committee for a Framework Convention on Climate Change (INC-FCCC), 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), and the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) is stressed. 


The final chapter of the study paper is entitled "Spirituality and a renewed 
theological vision". It links theological reflection to the issue of climate 
change, quoting Bible passages that refer to: 

™ the fragility of human existence: "Climate change reminds us that we are 
frail creatures in a world of precarious balance ordained and sustained by the 
Creator... Climate change... makes the vulnerability of human existence plain 
and suggests that when humans think of themselves as masters of creation they 
have taken the course of self-destruction..." 

™ the place of humanity in creation: "Humans are creatures whose life 
flourishes only as they respect their connection with the whole. Eating and 
even breathing remind us of our dependence on the cycles of nature. With every 
breath we owe gratitude to plants. With our unique freedom, however, we tend 
to forget or deny our continuing dependence on the rest of creation. The 
patterns of behaviour and industry that we establish for ourselves are often 
at odds with the ecological cycles into which they need to fit..." 

™ the "fall", and "dominion" over nature: "In the light of the gospel, we can 
no ‘longer understand human freedom and responsibility, vocation and 
fulfilment, as limited or bound by a conception of ‘the fall’ that sanctions 
the ‘rule’ of men over women (Gen. 3:16) or contempt for the natural world as 
‘fallen’. These misinterpretations — together with the misuse of Genesis 1:28 
whereby ‘dominion’ is treated as license to exploit rather than as responsible 
stewardship — have contributed to modern culture’s propensity to devalue women 
and mistreat natural systems..." 

™ the nature of technology: "Technology as such is not the problem. The 
demands it is forced to serve represent an attempt at mastery over nature 
quite unmindful of God’s call not only ‘to till’ but also ‘to keep’ this good 
earth (Gen. 2:15). It would be an illusion to think we can avoid the further 
development of technology... The question is the kind of use made of 
technological possibilities... Technological development must not be regarded 
as an end in itself but as an instrument in the service of life... For some, 
the primary challenge of the ecological crisis is to technological 
imagination... We must recognize such expectations as highly presumptuous. 
Technology alone will not solve the problems. It has no ‘fix’ to let us 
continue on the present course while failing to change basic attitudes toward 
nature and clinging to the dream of technological mastery..." 

™ God’s plan for the future: "The risks and threats before us raise the 
question of the future God has in store for humankind. There is a real 
possibility that accelerated climate change may make this planet uninhabitable 
for at least parts of humanity... But the Bible speaks of still another future 
beyond any destruction human beings are capable of..." 


Evoking "the end of time" when "a new heaven and a new earth will appear", the 
paper concludes on a note of warning and hope: "The promise that the 
faithfulness of God’s love will transcend even the frightening possibility of 
the end of life as we know it, does not mean that there is no need for caring 
about creation in the here and now... In faithfully seeking to transform the 
present unsustainable, unjust order, we may anticipate the final kingdom and 
enjoy some partial realization of its ‘righteousness, peace, and joy’ (Rom. 
14:7) in our own time. Meanwhile, we continue to depend on God’s grace, God’s 
love for all creation." 


As well as the recommendation that the document be sent to all WCC member 
churches, it is also recommended that the study paper be sent to other 
churches, including the Roman Catholic Church. It will also be published and 
translated into other languages. In addition to finalizing the paper, the 
October 1993 meeting on climate change in Driebergen, Netherlands, prepared 
a short policy statement for consideration by the WCC Central Committee 
meeting in January 1994. [EPS] 


EPS 93.12.18 
Ecuview: 475 Riverside - A good address 


Veteran US ecumenical communicator Betty Thompson, of the United Methodist 
Church who wrote this article about the Interchurch Center in New York, has 
worked for many years at 475 Riverside Drive. 


On a beautiful, blustery day in October a few hundred men and women gathered 
on the corner of 120th and Riverside Drive in New York to commemorate the 35th 
anniversary of the groundbreaking for the Interchurch Center. The event 
could have been a downer contrasted with the 10 000 people who gathered in 
1958 to witness President Dwight D. Eisenhower and the church leaders of the 
day initiate a great new era of Christian unity. Now in the final decade of 
what was to have been the Christian century, monotonous laments for the 
declining mainline Protestant churches in America and the National Council of 
Churches, USA, have replaced the optimism of the mid-century ecumenists. 


Instead of lethargy and regret, the day was one of joy and hope. Joan Brown 
Campbell, general secretary of the National Council of Churches, reminded 
celebrants that for many people throughout the world the address 475 Riverside 
Drive means hope and home. She recalled a then little known Desmond Tutu, 
who found hearing and support for the cause of a free South Africa long before 
anyone ever dreamed he would be a Nobel laureate. And she mentioned others 
such as Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela, Billy Graham, patriarchs and papal 
representatives and "many known and unknown people" throughout the world who 
found their way to Riverside Drive. 


Church historian and National Council executive Eileen Linder recalled that 
the center has been controversial from the start. The National Council’s 
arts and culture director the late Marvin Halvorsen bemoaned the fact that 
instead of a distinguished design by a great contemporary architect the 
founders settled for an undistinguished box. In the 1960s a TIME cover story 
on the death of God said "If God is dead, architecturally the Interchurch 
Center on Riverside Drive suggests He was buried standing up." 


Linder noted that the day was one not just to recall the bright hope and bold 
promise of the initial days but the people who found in the building 
"meaningful work to do, community, comfort and even frustration, confusion, 
and injury". 


She remembered that it was at the Interchurch Center that crowds - African 
American and white - gathered to mount buses bound for the lunch counters and 
lonely backyards of the American South in the 1960s. "It was from these 
rooms plans were set to engage in dialogue between Israelis and Arabs,. 
Protestants and Catholics in Ireland, between persons of disparate 
perspectives." The address is known to "refugees from many lands, retired 
church workers, Christian educators,: publishers, politicians and people’s 
movements." : 


The Interchurch Center, despite denominational migrations south and west, is 
home to 1800 workers. Now it opens its doors to other non-profit 
institutions like Alcoholics Anonymous and Columbia University. Over one 
thousand persons are employed by church organizations, including the National 
Council of Churches. The US office of the World Council of Churches is here. 


Randolph Nugent, the head of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, 
noted that as a young man on "the other side of town", he had been unaware of 
the groundbreaking but came to know the center for those who led the civil 
rights struggles, and the great mission leaders of the recent past. Donald 
Shriver, longtime neighbour and retired president of Union Theological 
Seminary, and Calvin Butts, pastor of Harlem’s Abyssinian Baptist Church, gave 
hopeful scenarios of the church of tomorrow. In a display of pictures from 
the groundbreaking, few women and hardly any persons of colour are found among 
the dignitaries. 


The passing of a generation of Christian philanthropists was regretted. A 
representative of the Rockefeller Family Fund reminded a trustees dinner that 
as far back as 1917, John D. Rockefeller had a dream of a united Protestant 
Church. It was John D. Rockefeller, Jr, who conceived the idea of 
Morningside Heights as a kind of American Acropolis morally anchored by 
Riverside Church and the Interchurch Center. It was he who purchased the 
land from Barnard College. Rockefeller was also the benefactor who made the 
World Council of Churches Ecumenical Institute at Bossey possible. [EPS] 
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